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T ub* beginning of November, 1914, 
marked a new .stage in Germany’s 
violation of Belgium, The German 
armies had crossed the frontier on 
August 4, three months before, and ever since 
then they had been campaigning on Belgian 
soil . In August Li(%e fell , Louvain and Brii.ssels 
were occupied, the Anglo-French forces wen* 
driven back into France in the battle of Mnns- 
Charleroi, and the Belgian Army contained 
within the forts of Antwerp. ThtTi tht're was 
a cheek in Belgium while the fate of France was 
decided on the Marne, and Belgian sortie.s from 
Antwerp held the German containing force from 
sending reinforcements to the southern battle. 
But in October, when the Germans had steinmed 
,the Anglo-Frtmch counter-attack at the Aisne, 
they pushed on with the invasion of Belgium 
again. Antw’crp fell, after a week’s bombard- 
ment, on October 9, and the Provinces of Ea.st 
and West Flanders, which had so far escaped 
invasion behind the line of the Scheldt, werc^ 
abandoned to the conqueror. The Germans 
pressed on to the sea, to the Yser, it) Ypres. 
But on October 31 the Battles of Ypres and 
the Yser reached, and passed, their climax, 
and the Western Front became as stationary 
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in its Belgian section as it had beconui in 
Franct' a month before. A fragment of 
Rc'lginrn, not one-fiftieth part of the whole 
national territory, was definitely saved from 
German conquest ; the re.st of the country was 
a.s definitely in the Germans’ power. And as 
tlie open manoeuvring of tho armie.s concen- 
trated itself into tho equilibrium of trend • 
warfare, the greater part of tho conquered 
territory passed out of tho immediate zone 
of hostilities. Tho German invasion was 
over, and the German occupation had begun. 

The occupied territory in November, 1914, 
was a wreck of the Belgium that had existed 
three months earlier. In August Belgium 
had been one of th(» most densely populated, 
industrious, highly organized, well-governed 
countries in Europe. All the.se factors had 
made its y)rosperity, but now all were gone. 
The Government had gone to Havre, in 
France ; the National Bank liad accepted 
the hospitality of the Bank of England, and, 
warned in time by the eondiiot of the invader 
at T.iiege and Hasselt, it had taken its notes, 
securities, and specie with it across the sea. 
Foreign trade was at a .standstill, for the 
ports had passed into German hands and were 
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cut off, like the German ports, from the trade 
of tho world. Internal communications were 
paralysed ; such railways as were still in work- 
ing order were monopolized by tho Gorman 
Army (Command ; but traflic was chiefly 
paralyzed by the Gorman terror. During 
tho three months of invasion, more than 

21.000 houses had boon burnt down in five 
alone of the nine provinces of Belgiuni, and 
a far greater number pillaged — more than 
16,000, for instance, in tho single Province of 
Brabant. Of tho civilian population, between 

5.000 and 6,000 men, women, and children 
had been massacred, some singly and some 
in batches, some by clean killing and some 


on Land, in which it was agre^ that theit 
property should bo treated as private property, 
and should not bo liable to seizure by the 
Occupying Power. The judicial institutions 
of Belgium were also in being. The Gormans 
liad, indeed, commandeered the great Palais 
do Justice at Brussels, a few' days after their 
entry into the city on August 20, and turned 
it into a place d'armes — contrary to the Con- 
vention of Geneva, for the building had 
already boon occupied by a Red Cross Hospital, 
which the Germans ciissotved.* But the 
courts still sat in tho few rooms Ijpft to. them, 
and the Brussels Bar, as well as the provincial 
Bars in tho other Belgian cities, continued to 



YPRES. 


after lingering tortures, some in frenzy and 
some in cold blood, but all with tho obje<-t 
of terrorization and with that result. Fleeing 
before the terror, many hundreds of thousands 
of Belgians, especially of the middle and uf»per 
classes, had taken refuge in Holland and the 
British Isles. 

Yet something rcMuained. The communal 
and municipal authorities, with their high 
traditions handed down from the Middle 
Ages, were still at thc'ir posts. By an emer- 
gency law of August 4 the King had delegated 
to them the ( Jov(*rnment’s powers in the 
contingency of in\'asion, and they were pro- 
tected to some extent by an article (Sect, iii.. 
Art. 56) in the Hague Convention of 1907 
comjerning the Laws and Customs of War 


plead. Another body which survived was 
the Church, though it had suffered cruelly 
during the invasion, for the fanatical Lutheran 
regiments, of which the invading army was 
mainly composed, singled out tho priests 
and monks for ill-treatment. In tho Dioceses 
of Li^ge, Namur, Touniai, and Malines at 
least 33 ecclesiastics wore killed,t and in* the 
whole of Bedgium 49 altogether. But the 
malico of the Germans, combined with the 
fine conduct of tho Belgian clergy, who had 

♦ Tho intnulprs stole tho hospital equipment, including 
a stock of fine wines, tho gift of the Belgian legal pro- 
fession. They also barbarously damaged the interior ol 
tho buikling — .the marbles, wood-work, pictures, and 
upholstery. 

t Mentioned by name in ('ardinal Mercier’s Pastora 
Letter, Christmas, 1014. 
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THE PALAIS DE JUSTICE, BRUSSELS. 
Inset : The Interior as German Barracks. 


yaorifirod themselves for their flocks and tlirown 
flieinselves into the work of the Red Cross, 
bridged over the party diflerence between 
liberal and Clerical, which had divided 
Bolgiuin before the war, and made the 
Church a rallying point for the nation. The* 
Belgians were fortunate, too, in their eccle- 
siastical leaders — the Jhshojis of Namur and 
hie^ge, and the Cardinal Archbishop of Malines 
— mem strong in personal character and strong 
by th(Mr position as dignitaries of an inter- 
national ('hiirch, to which more than half tho 
population of Ccrniany and Austria-Hungary, 
and many great neutral peoples, belonged. 
There were also private corporations, like the 
Antwerp Chamber of Commerce, which could 
keep watch on the economic condition of the 
country, though they could not retrieve the 
ruin which the invasion had caused, and which 
the occupation w.is to complete. And, lastly, 
there was the great body of workers in the 
industrial towns, w^ho had been unable to 
emigrate wholesale like tho people of other 
classes, and had not been mobilizc'd in tho 
Army, because only a small percentage of 
tlie able-bodied htid boon conscripted in 
Belgium before the now military law of 1913, 
while the invasion had spread too rapidly for 
the raising of volunteers. 

These were the chief elements of Belgian 



nationality that remairu'd in the occu])ied 
t(Tritory, anti upon which German rule, as 
opj)()S(*d to the intTt^ terrorism of the invading 
Army Commands, was now imposed. The 
country in Gtninan hands was divided into 
throe zones. The “ Zone of Operations,” in 
which the trenches lay and the fighting went 
t>n, was complett'ly undtT martial law, but it 
was only a fi\v miles broad. Behind it lay 
the “ Ktappen-Zone,” or Zone of Depots and 
Lines of Communication, on which the flghting 
line was based. Tliis zone was also governed 
by the military authorities^ but their govern- 
ment extended to civil functions, and the 
Belgian local authorities were allowed to 
subsist. The Etappen-Zone covered most df 


77 //; TIMES niSTOHY OF THE WAIL 


( 


r 



FIEI.U-MARSHAL VON DEK GOI.T/, 
First German Govcrnor-CJeneral in BeUiuin 


A<‘st and Fast Flsinders. Easily ili<‘r'(' \\a^ 
,lu=‘ “ Zono of Oo(Mij)a,lion,” (•xt(‘ndin« over 
:lu' rest of tlie i-orritory, and tliis was given 


a seiiii-civil (J(‘rnuin administration under a 
Ooveruor-Cenc'ral at Brussels. 

fn the Hague (‘onveutioii of 1007 eoricerning 
the J.,aws and Customs of War on J..and, the 
limitsof “ Military Authority over the Territory 
<>f the Hostile State” are ])artialiy destined. 
“The authority of tlii' power of the Stat(‘ 
having passed t/r facto into the luinds of the! 
()eeu])ant,” it is laid down in ArtieU* 40, “ (he 
latter shall do all in his power to n'ston*, and 
(‘iisiire as far as j)nssil)l(‘, j)ublie order iind safety, 
resp('eting at the same timt', unless absolutely 
pnw'ented, the* laws in force in tbe country.” 
By Article 45, “ Tt is forbidflen to force the 
iidiabitants of occupi(Ml territory to svvi'ar 
a.ll<‘gia.nce to the liostih* Bower.’' 7’his Con- 
\ention had })een ratified by C(‘rnia,n\’, and in 
administ(‘ring her '“Zone of ()ecupa.ti<>n ” in 
Bi‘lgium she was under ohligation to al)id<* by it . 

For their first Covernor-Ceneral in Belgium. 
tlu“ (l(‘rman (lovcTnment selected Field-Mar- 
shal Baron von der Colt/ Basha, a soldier w'ho 
had made his reputation in 'J’urk(‘y. ll(* was 
api)ointed as early as August 20, and on S(*p- 
tember 5 he a-nnouneed lnms(‘lf in a. pro(*lama.- 
tion to th(‘ Bt'lgians : 

ili.- Majesty lli<‘ KiniuTor of (Jrnnany, sitlor IIm* 
ii>ti of thn great IT part of bt'Eian lerrilury, 1ms 
deignml to noininaf*' me jis ( l!o\ eriior-t.Jmioral in 
oiuin. 
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l^y His .M ijosty’s command, a civil administration ha*, 
been c^tablislm^ n’ldcr my ( Jovcrnor-Hcncralship. . . . 

Every act of hostility on tlie pairt of tlio population 
a'^ainst the (ilormiti troops, every attempt to disturb 
their communications with Hermany, or to embarrass 
or intornipt the working: of tlu' railways, t«‘le^ra|.>hs o- 
telephones, will be punisiied veu’y severely. Any resist- 
ance or revolt au'ainst th<' (ierinan Adtiiinistrati«m will 
be rejjresM'd wilhotit mercy. 

iL IS tim stern iiocessity of war tliat. punishment for 
host lit.' acts must strike the innocent as well as the 
guilt >. . . 

Belgian citi/ous who wish to attend |>ea.eeably to their 
business have nothing to fear Irom th<' (Jennan tri»op- 


iiiid Decrees for the Occit])ietI Belgian "I'tTri- 
tory.” 

"rii^ regime thus iiiaugurat(‘d was not re- 
assuring. '^I'he rosjtect for ])atrioti<* sonlimonls 
jind file revival of econoiiiie lift' liad hot It a 
fair sound, but the doctrine that “ tlio innoctMit. 
must suffer for th(* guilty ” was a dirt'cf 
repudiation of the Hague Convmition cited 
above, whieli provides, in Art icle 50, that ‘‘ no 
eolleidivo ])(‘nahy. ]M‘Ciiniary or otliorwise, shall 



DINANT AS THU (JEKMAN (;UNS LEFT IT. 


and auflioritios. As far in can ho done. eomni'Tee inii-t 
lie startoi.l again, the factories st;! at work, ami tlie 
Inirvests gathered in. 

Th(3 annoiiiiceinont was follo^^ed liy an 
tippeal : “Jhdgiaii citi/X‘ns, J ask no one to 
renounce Jiis ])atri()tic sentiinenls. lint J 
expect of you all u rtuisoiiahlc* snhiihssioii and 
till absolute obedience to th(' orders of my 
f iovcrnmt'iit.” Then came a decrt'c : “ 'i'lio 
laws and decrees issued by tlie (Jlovernor- 
Goneral for the Occupied lielgian TtTritory 
will be drawn up in the German language.” 
These documents wore published together as 
the first number of the Gesetz-und VerordniingH- 
hlatt fur die Okkupierten Gebiete Belgiens'' th<* 
official Gentian title of the “ Bulletin of l..a\vs 


be inflicted on tbc jiopula-t ion on account of 
the acts of individuals for vhich it cannot b(' 
n^garded as collectively responsible.” And 
while (‘luphtisis was laid on tlie Governor- 
Gcneral’s intention to ])olico tJi(‘ countTy in 
the. inten'sts of t h(5 Gerniaii Army, nothing was 
said aliout “ respecting the laws in force in 
the eouiitry ” or “ dt'fraying f-h(‘ expenses of 
tlie adiuinisl ration of tho occupied territ ory 
to the sam«3 (;xtcnt as tlio National Govern- 
ment,” which were the duties of the Occupying 
Power under the Hague Convention of lh07 
by the Articles defining its authority (Articles 
43 and 48). ^ '* 

'the ex])ens(‘s of administration were ])ro- 
videtl for later, by a decree of Noviunber 12, 

131 2 
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in which it was announced that the existing 
taxes would continue to bo levied, and that 
tlio administration would bo paid for from the 
proceeds, as the Hague Convention prescribes. 
A decree of December 23 confirmed this 
expressly for the year 1915, though its correct- 
ness was marred by a supplementary decree 
of January 16, 1915, in which “ German 
nationals, and nationals of States not at war 
with Germany,’* were granted “ special facilities 
for the payment of communal, provincial or 
public taxes due from them in the Occupied 


Executive Acts with which a Gcnnaii public authority, 
or a person of German nationality acts boar a 

public character, has boon empowered or has empowered 
others, can bo applied in Holjjjium if they are legalized by 
the chief of the (civil) administration attached to the 
Governor-G enoral. 

By tliis decree. Belgium was incorporated 
legislatively in the German Kmpiro as uncon- 
ditionally as it would have been by formal 
annexation. But this was the work of von 
Bissing, who succeeded von dot Goltz at the 
bogimiing of December, 1914. Von Bissing’s 
first act was to deliiie liis position, which his 
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Territory, or even the partial or total remission 
of the same.” But “ the laws in force in tiie 
country ” were never acknowledged as binding 
by the Occupying Authorities. From Novem- 
ber 8 onwards, for instance, the Belgian law 
making Grecmwicli time legal time in Belgium 
was set aside, and German time substituted for 
it, by a regulation of von Liittwitz, the Military 
Governor of Brussels. This petty illegality, 
involving nothing worse than a confusion in 
the registration of })irths and d('atlis, was 
symptomatic of tlio German attitude, and the 
Governor-General usurped a legislative licence 
in the territory within his zone, whicli cul- 
minated in the decree of June 16, 1015 : 


predecessor had never cleared up aftiu* liis 
inaugural proclamation, in a d('cr(‘(^ diittxl 
December 3 ; 

DECUE H 

Abrogating tho (Eclgiim) law of Aug. t, 1014, on tlio 
dologatioii of powers in the contingency of an invcMOn 
of tbo national territory, »ind regulating 1 lu^ exercise of 
tluj powers wln<-h belong to tlio .I’rovineinl Goveniois 
and to the King of tht' Rt'lgians, in virtue of the htw'- 
on ll»e administration of the I’rovinees ami (\ ininin c.-.. 

Art. 1. - 'rho law of Aug. 4 is abrogated. 

Art. 2. — All ])owers belonging to the I’rovincial 
Governors are exen-ised by tin' Militar.y Governors of 
tbo German Empire. The ])residents of the eivil govern- 
ment utta-ehod to tho (military) Governors deal, in their 
name, with tho current business of yu'ovineial admin is- 
< ration, and are responsible for tho business of the 
Starnling Committees (of tho Provincial Councils) and 
for j>residing over them. I'lie powers belonging to tho 
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King of the Belong aro oxeroisecl by me. in my capacity 
os Imperial Governor-General. 

Art. 3. — The resolutions passed, since the law of 
Aug. 4 came into force, by the Standing Committees and 
Provincial and Communal Councils, will only bo valid 
if they aro ratified, retrospectively, by the authorities 
designated in Art. 2, in so far as those decisions would 
have had to be ratified by the Provincial Governors or 
by the King. 

Bakon von Bissino, 

Ooucrnor-Ofincral in Belgium. 

Brussels, Dec. 3, 1914. 

Tho substitution of German for Belgian 
authority in tho occupied territory was pro- 
claimed still more emphatically in a decree of 
January 4, 1915 : 

You are reminded that in tho parts of Belgium subject 
to Gorman government, as from the day when this 
government was established, only tho regulations of tho 
Governor-General and his subordinates have tho force 
of law. 

No decrees which tho King of the Belgians and tin* 
Belgian Ministers of State have issiied since this date, 
or may issim hereafter, have any binding forco within the 
domain of German government in Belgium. T am 
determined to secure, by every moans at my <lisposal, 
that tho powers of government sliall be exorcised exclu- 
sively by tho German authoritios established in Belgium. 
I expeot Belgian ofiicial.s, in tho true interests of their 
country, not to rofu.so to continuo their services, especially 
as T shall not require of tlu^m any services in the direct 
iut».‘rcsts of the German Army. . . , 

The concluding pledge was falsified in the 
event, and the re.spect for tlu^ Hague Con- 
vention which it intimated was indeed incon- 
sistent with the rest of the decree. In claiming 
to supplant the lawful government of tho 
country iii.stead of to represent it, von Hissing 
was contradicting the whole spirit in which tho 



GENHRAL VON HISSING. 

Appointed German Governor-General in Belgium, 
December, 1914. 

Convention was franu'd ; th(‘ military element 
in his administration, dominant from tho 
beginning, was bound to oust tho civil mom 
and more, and German authority in Belgiiun 
resolved itself into terrorism by “ Si)eeial 
Military Tribunals.” Those tribunals wore 
introduced with sinister regularity as tho 
sanction of the administrative decrees. Con- 
demnation ‘*by a Military Tribunal” or 



COURT-MARTIAL 

On a man and boy charged with assisting Belgians to escape. 
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Akdoinklmll. 150 


lyilimiiKimiles 

r>K LA 

mEDUB 


hPB hahitAuiis de la vill© d'Andonne, apr^ 
avoir protoRtA d« leum intehtlona patifiquos. 
ont fait une aurpriao ‘trattPD «ur no© tronpea 
Ceat av0c mon conaeotament que le OanAml 
en Chet fr’t brtiler tout© la locsUitA ©t quo 
cont paraonnea environ out Ata fuaillAea* 

Je port© ce Aut It la oonnaiaaance de la Vitlo 
do LiAge pour que lo« laAgooia ae roprAssentont 
le Bort dont ila aont menaoAa. sile prenaient 
pareillo attitude. 

Ensuite. il a Ate trouvA dan« un magnsin 
dat'iuee a Huy des pwjerfH©«» » dum-dum • dana 
le genre du aj>Aeinien joint A la prAsente loitri}, 

Au ca* quo airivAt on domandem rigou- 
reiisement oonipte ch'vquo foie doe pei^nnes ! 
>n qiu«(ion. j 

I A* General -Cora mandan t on chor. 



PROCLAMATION 

recordlnjl the shooting of about a hundred persons 
at Andenne for an alleged traitorous attack on 
German troops. 

“ according to Martial Law ” was hold over the 
Belgians’ heads for being in possession of 
carrier pigeons after September 15 (Proclama- 


tion of September 13, 1914) infringing the 
German military consorshii) (Decree of Octo- 
ber 13) ; evading tlio German supervision over 
Belgian branches of banks belonging to 
countries at war with Germany (November 20) ; 
dLssintding their ftdlow-citizcns from working 
for tlio German aiitliorities (this olleiice, by a 
decree of November 19, was within the Military 
Tribunals’ exclusive competence) ; issuing 
bank notes — “the attempt” being “punish- 
able in itself ” (December 22 ) ; infringing the- - 
abrogation of the — right of assembly (Janu- 
ary 17, 1915) ; buying Freneli pap(?r or specie 
above its nominal price (May 22) ; wearing, 
“even in an uiipro vocative manner,” the 
colours of Belgium or any other country at war 
with Germany or her Allies (June 0). 

The last-mentioned prohibition shows the 
“ Police State ” erected by Gerinaiiy on the 
ruins of Belgian democracy in its nuki'd im- 
loveliness. Apart from its inconceivable trivi- 
ality, it was a breach of von dor Goltz’s under- 
taking that “no one sliould bo asked to ro- 
noimco his patriotic sentiinonts.” But the 
tyranny struck deeper than this. In Novem- 
ber, 1914, the following was posted up, in 
German. French, and Flemish, in tlie strt‘ets of 
Brussels 

NOTICIO 

On Oct. 28, 19 U. a legally constituted ISIilitary 
Tribunal pronounced the following sonlonces : 

1. Tho police-constiiblo De TIyckerk whs condemned 
for having, in the legal nxoreise t)f his diUit s, at lacked an 
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anthorizHd agent of the German Authorities ; for ha\ ing 
in two iustaneos intentionally inflicted bodily injury, 
with the aid of other persons ; for having in one instance 
procurod the escape of a prisoner ; and for having 
attacked a German soldier ; to 

KlVli VkaRs’ LMeHl.SoNMl.:NT. 

2. Tho police-const able Seohkhs was condi'innod for 
having, in tho legal ox(*rciso of his duties, attacked an 
authorized agent of tho Gorman Authorities ; for having 
intentionally inflicted bodily injury on tins Gorman 
agent ; and for having procured the escape of a prisoner 
(al! these olTences constituting one charge) ; to 
Thukk Veaks’ Lmi'kison mknt. 

The verdicts wore confirmed on Ocl. Ill, 1014, by the 
t lovcriior-ticncral Ihiron von dcr (b.)ltz. 


Tliis Geniuin .police government in ikdgium 
stiinds convicted of three main abuses on a 
general vii'w ; — 

(i.) Its decrees, whieh often involved (jin’s- 
lions of lift* and deal It for thosci subject to 
them, were not ]>roperly aecj'ssibh? to the 
lielgian pul)li(*. Only a few were [daearded 
in tho strei‘ts ; Iht^ ma jority, including all 
those of more eom])lieated contefils, were 
merely pid)lished in tho Governor-Gern'ral’s 
“ Ollicial Hullfdin of Laws and Decrees,’* 
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riic City of brnssols, not including its suburbs, has 
be Ml punished for the assault connnitted by its jiolico- 
eonstabh? I)e Rvu’KEME upon a Gcrnnin soldier by an 
additit)iial war contribution of 

PivK Million Ftiancs, 

liAK<»\ VON Cri'TWIT/, (Irnnul^ 

(ifjiu’rtior of JlnisMt f.s. 

Ilnisscls, Nov. 1, 1914. 

'riic German agent whoso misadventure th<‘ 
]MiIitary Tribunal and the Military CiovcTiior 
of Brussels so royally redressetl, was one of 
those “ polict* out of uniform ” or spies in plain 
clothes whose fiusiness was to sweep the 
unwary into the Tribunal's net. It is sufficient 
to say that there were even more of them in 
Belgium after the German occupation than there 
were before the war, and that the streets, 
cafes, and trams wtTe picketed by them as 
ubiquitously as in Germany itself. 


which had only a limiti'd and official eircula- 
tioji, and even in this the exliaiistive ])ubli(ni- 
lion of them .scimiis only to liave bet'ii jiro- 
vided for hy a dt'crtM^ of DecemlxT 23, when 
the German Administral ijui had b(‘en four 
inontlis ill activity. The dcdinilivt' text, mon*- 
over, was draftt'd in German, so lhat in eases of 
douhtful phrasing the Ikdgians had to inti'rpnT 
a language not their own. 

(ii.) Both offi'iiees and penalties wen; d(N 
fined with a quitch inequitable hititude. On 
September 17, 1914, for instance, tho Governor- 
General gave notice that “ anyone approach- 
ing German troops or advaiured ]K)sts hi such a 
way as to present the appearance of spying 
upon them, will bo shot summarily.” This 
was pract ically a licence to any German officer, 
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ljo\v(;v"t*r subordinate, to slioot witiiout in- 
vestigation any l.ielgian eivulian wlio erossed 
the patli of tlie unit under liis command. In 
the prescription of piuiaUies, “ a lioavy line,” 
“a prolonged impr’isoimu-nt,” “ ]) 0 nalties of 
imju'isoninent,” or (‘\en “ s(‘\ ('re ])f'nalties 

without further specifica-tion, were at least as 


e 

put into ]jractico. Tiie following are three 
])roela! nations by Baron von der Goltz him- 
self 

(a) It l»Hs lui])penocl recently, in regions not aetnally 
under oeenpalion by Gerraan troops either in weak 
thilaehmenls or in force, that supply-(!oliunns and 
patroN have been arnl)n.seaded by tin? inhabitants. I 
draw (lie attention of the piihlie to the tact that a list 



TEACHING BELGIAN CHILDREN GERMAN SONGS. 


coimnon formulas as the exact term of im- 
jiri.sonment and the exact amount of fine, 
wliich modern legislation is always scrupulous 
ill defining. Even the mode of trial was often 
no more explicit than “according to Martial 
law ” T “ by the laws of War.” In other 
cases the “ Milittiry Tribunals ” were ex])rcssly 
mentioned ; but though every l^elgian in the 
occupied territory was acutely aware of their 
exist-oMCe, their constitution and procedure' 
were never made public by the Governor- 
General w hom tliey were aiipoiiitcd, so 
that the “ legally constituted ” iTibnnal, whicli 
imposed eight years imprisonment and five 
million francs fine, according to tlni proclama- 
tion cited above, was really an arbitrary bod,> 
working, bcliind closed doors, upon victims over 
whom it had no title hut force to jurisdiction, 
like the German “ Wohmgerichh^ ” of the 
Middle Ages. 

(iii.) The punishment of the innocent for 
the guilty, forbidden b\' Article r>0 of thc' 
Hague Convention of concerning the 

JiHws and Customs of War on Land, but 
threatened by von der Goltz in his inaugural 
pn^clamation of September 2, was retziilarly 


has bc<;ii ko])l of towihs aiul comiaHiios iti lln' nc'ighbour 
hood of wliich such attacks have taken place, and tlnit 
they must bo prepared for ininishmcnt us soon as ( icrnum 
troo])'' come within roach of t hem. 

JIamon vox (Snr/rz. Field-Marshal. 

(lovernor-Ueneral of Bebjiani. 

Brussels, September 25, l’J14. 

(6) On tlic evening oi September 25, the railway -track 
and telegraph -wire.s wore dost royed on tlio lino Loveii- 
joul-Vertryek. In consequence, t ho two ])lacos named 
wore called to account on tho morning of SejitembiM* .‘je, 
and ha<l to give hostages. In future, the jilaccs nean'st 
tho sjiot where siu;h acts liave occurred - whether they 
arc partic's to them or not— will bo punishod without 
pity. To this end, Imstages havo been taken from all 
jjlace.s near railways threatened by s\ieh attacks, anti at 
tho first attempt to destroy railway, tolcgrapli or tolo- 
phono linos, they will immodiattly be shot. More >ver, 
all troojis guarding railways have boon ordered to shoot 
everyone approachinn railway^ telegraph or tele-^hone 
lines in a auspicious manner. 

Bauon von OKU Gor/rz, Field- Marshal, 

Governor -General in Belgium, 

Brussels, October 1, 

(c) A general i sat ion of (b), dart'd Brussels. 
October 5, declaring that the places at^ectod 
“ w ill bo punished w ithout pity, no matt(‘r 
whetlier they tire guilty of these acts or not,” 
and that the hostages taken “ w ill imme- 
diately be shot at tlie first attempt at tho 
(h'striiction ” of tho objects afore-ineiition(‘d. 

It ina^^ he added that these raids on German 
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coinniuiiiciitioii.s, fur wliirli suuli furocious uf tJio lulininisf niUon liavo Iho lirsi liahilify. 

colloctivo peiuiltios wm’C juvsuribod by voii dur Kroin thu piiiiol sulmiittud to mo I, slaill 

(Joltz, wore not; the work uf Holgiaii civilians tlesitjjiiato 1 lie persons to servo as liusta^os Iron i 

in tlu‘ uociijiiod territory' under his govern- mid-day to mid-day. A hostage*, if nut- re*- 

nu'iit, •)!• of any H('lgia,n <*i\ilia.ns wliatsuover, pla.cod in good linn*, will be Ju'pt anotli(*r 

but of the Belgian Army, which was still twenty-fonr hours. Afte'r this further iioriod, 

holding out. in Antw(‘rp at thc'sc* dat<*s, and t ho host a.gt*, if not re'placcd, incurs the penalty 

was jH'rloi'ming entirely l('gitima.to acts of war, of doa.th.” 

Th (3 seizure of ho.stag<*s. mon*over, by which Thesi* wore the g(*n(*ra.l oharact f*rist ins of 

the collective punishm«*nt was applied, is not von der ({eiltz's and von Bissing’s regime*, 

only a tlagrant injustice in itself, but has been They were tJie ji(‘a.ds of a “ Police-State*, ’* a-nd 

condcmiK'd fis illegal by the* modern authori- they revealt'd the ])urpe)se> of their governme*nt 

tie*s on Tntej’national Law. Yet throughout in the objects tei which tht?y applit'd themselves, 

the occupation as wdl as the^ invasion e>f anel in the organs they createel to carry them 

Belgium the (termans seized heist ages without emt. 



A GERMAN SCHOOL GLASS IN BELGIUM. 

A typical advertisement of the blessinj^s of German rule. 

scrupley anel oft e‘n inflict e'd on the*in the extremn The first objt'ct of the Orman nutheirities 

penalty for acts for wdiicli from tlio nature* eif was to jirocure the return of the r(*fug(*(*s, 

their position they could not be* rcsyionsible* whose abse‘nce not- emly e*mbarrassexl them in 

themselves. The classic seizure eif hostage's their atte'inpt to carry eui the* geivcrnment of 

in ih'lgium was by a certain Majeu* Die*e*kmann the c^amtry which theiy had usur])e*el, but was 

in the Ceimmunc of Grivegncc. a suburb of a staneling indictment eif the liarbarity with 

Lie'ge*. Tn return for “ pe*rmitt ing the houses which they had conducted the*ir inveesion. 

in (Irivegne'e to Ik* inhabited by the pe'rseins They were particularly anxious to get bae*k 

who lived in the*m forme*rly,” he denuinded the pojiulatieui of Antwe*rp, whiedi had fled ni 

from the Commum* a ])anel of hostage's to be* masse ae*re)ss the neighbouring Dutch frontu*r, 

la'lel by him feir tw enty-fenir hours in turn. and had be’e*n given hospiteility by the pcojile 

“Priests, burgomasters and other me*mbe*rs of Ifeillanel ; and a.ccoreliiu/ly they let it ^be 
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ANTWERP: CIVILIANS COLLECTED FOR DEPORTATION AND THEIR GUARD. 


laiown, through tho Nolliorlunds Lcga-tioii o.t 
13riissols and tla'i Netherlands Consul -(Jeiicral 
at Antwerp, that they intended fo restore 
“normal conditions” in Belgium, and there- 
t’ore invited the refug(.'es to return. Mliis 
overture was taken u[) by the loeal Outcli 
authorities in iha frontier districts, who w(‘r(‘ 
overwlielnied with the dihiculty of providing 
for tlio r(‘f\igees, and believed that their return 
would bo to the refug('es’ own advantage, as it 
would have l 3 een if the German int<'iitions had 
been sincere. On tli(‘ advice of tlu'ir Duteli 
hosts, many of the refugM's a.cc(‘])ted the 
German invitat ion and returned to tlu'ir homes. 
Special assurances were given to members of 
tho Belgian Garde CirUjUc. On October 9, 
th(^ day on which Antw<*rp capitulated, Gen<*ral 
von Besek'i’, wli<3 eommanded tlie l)c*sieging 
army, assun'd tlie Belgian delegates negotiating 
with him that “ Ci\ ie Guards who had bec'n 
disarmed would not be treated as prisoners c»f 
war,” and Lic'utenant-General von Sehiitz, who 
was appointed (J(*rman Commandant of Ant- 
werj) on the sa.me dab*, pledg(*d himself 
explicitly that “there was noticing to prevent 
the return of the inhabitants to their homes. 
None of them would bo molested,” and that 
“members of tho Garde Civique, if they had 
been disarmed, could return in complete 
security.” 


On Octo])er 10 the same pl(*dge was given 
ill writing by tho (h'rman jMilitary authorities 
at AtU\Ner[) to G *nera-l van Terwisga, in eom- 
niand of the l)ut;*li Armi(‘S in tin*, field, with 
the addition that “tlie rumour to the elTect 
that young B(‘lgians would hr* taken to Ger- 
many was entirely without loiindation.” 13ut' 
tho most solemn pk'dges of all were given to 
Cardinal ^Mcrcier, wdio, since the Boyal Govern 
ment liad retired to Havre, had become the 
recognized spokesman, in tho oeeu[)ied ter- 
ritory, of the Belgian nation. 

Cardinal ^Mercior ri*ceived from Baron von 
Tlueni*, w'lio had succt'eded (k'lieral von 
Schiitz as Governor of Antwerp, a writtcai 
und(*rtaking that “ Young men ni'cd iia vi* no 
fear of being carried off to G(‘rmany, eithc*r to 
bo enrolled in tho army or to be subjected to 
forced labour.” As soon as Baron von der 
Goltz arrived at Brussels as Governor-General, 
Cardinal IVlereicr aski'd him to ratify this 
pledge and to extend it to tho whole territory 
under his administration. “The Governor- 
General retairu'd my petition,” tho Cardinal 
records,* “ in order to consider it at liis IcMsure. 
Th(^ following day lie was good enough to 
come in person to Malines to express his 

* Protc-^t a^^ainst Iho dcportatiotis, ilmwii up hy 
(’ardiiial Mt-rcior in tlnj natno of tlio Rclgian Episcopate, 
and dated Novem})or 7, lillO. 
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KUINHn HOUSES IN AN TWHKl*. 

i\ppri)val, iiiid, in the ])rt‘S(‘nrc of two aidos- 
dr-Oiinip and of my ])ri\'a.l o socrotary, to con- 
firm the ])roinis(' that th(‘ lihiaf/y of Jiel^ian 
citi/ons uould be respected.’' 

On the strengtii ot thc'se ])led^es a con- 
sidend>l«‘ number of Uelgian r(‘fugees, especially 


d('('ree of January la, announced a rc'-orf to 
forcible mcasui’cs. 

''iibjcft to iMsatioii haring tlu* \r.if 

ItM 1. who Mnci‘ 1 hi* hrgiiiaiag ol‘ 1 lin vviir ti.iv v \ olaal ju »I> 
Irft th<‘iiuh)mi«;ilt* aaiiluivo n'^idrh laoro than two laonl liv 
iiul'Jihi' Itolgiaia, nri' to pay n spnijil aildil ioiml 1a\, 
si.‘'St>ssfd at Il’u tain**' tlio lol.d of tin* taxalioa aft»ivsaid, 
uiilr'<s they rotara to Ih'lgitaa bi'foro March 1, lUlo. 
Until proof ti> 1 h«» contrary, every ]M)rson is considered 
as resident oatsiilo llclgium who has not i*cmaincd or doc-, 
not remain at his iloinii'ih* in Rcluiam. 

'riiis wjts llie first article of tlt(' Decree ami 
it \\a.s furtlua- provided that lavlf the proceeds 
of Hie line wtav to go to^^ards the administra- 
tive c'xjionses of tlie occupied territory, 
“according to Articles 48 a,nd 40 of tin* Hague 
Convention eoncorning War on J^and,” and 
lialf to the commune in wliicJi tlie particular 
ri'ftigee was formerly domiciled. “ d'ht* lax 
is payalilo on A])ril IT) at. Ititost, and recovt rablo 
hy distraint after the ex])iry of tliat date.’’ 

But this ar))itrary spoliation, ernshing 
though it wtvs, did not bring many more 







REFUtiEES RETURN TO THEIR RUINED 
HOME. 

from Holland, recrossod the frontier into Hh' 
occupied territory. But tho.si* hung 

back were not encouraged to follow tliis 
♦‘xarnple by the fashion in which the pledgi-s 
were observed. TJie- guaninti*e against de- 
portation, it is true, was not violated openly 
and on a large scales for nearly t.wo y(*ars, lait 
tlio promise of “normal conditions” and 
“freedom from molestation” ^^as a dend 
letter from the b(‘ginning. By tlie (md of 
1914 the refugee's still abroad were m) longe'r 
open to enticement, and von Bis.sing, in a 



A WALL DIRECTORY. 

How refugees to Holland made their whereabouts 
known to their friends. 

131—3 
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refugees within von Hissing’s fold. The Gorman 
rcgifne in the occupied territory was already 
so onerous that those beyond the roach of the 
Goveriior-Chmerars arm were content to save 
their persons from it at the price of their 
goods. 

"J’he suppression of personal liberty was the 
next concern of tlie German Administration. 



CARDINAL MERGIRR, 

Archbishop oi Malines. 

The Belgians under it — the returned refugees 
and those who had never left their homes — 
were systematically isolated from one another 
and from the rest of the world. On .fanuary 17, 
1915, von Hissing signed a sweeping decree in 
restriction of the right of assembly: — 

T. — 1. Opcii-aii* m«etings aro forbidden. 

2. Political incelinj^s within doors, in which political 
questions aro to ho doult with and disciiss(»d, .arc 0(jually 
forbidden, 

.*h Pul* any other public or pii\jito incctinK* prcvioiip 
autlioi’iiSiH ion is rciptirod, which riiiist ho applied for at 
least ti\c days in advance. The grant of such authoriza- 
tion is within the ])rovince of the lot-al military comman- 
dant, or, failing him, of tho (civil) head f)f the arron- 
dis->ciucnt. 

1. PjMic mcclings with a religious object, .as well as 
private tncctirigs of a ])iirclv religious, sociiil, scientific, 
prohissional or artistic charactor, arc exempted from the 
penalties lai«l down ii^ Article 111. For such meetings no 
authorization. rtHpiired. 

r>. h) the ov'ont of tho coiiditioiis laid ih>wji in this 
article being infriiigi'il, all tlu)s«i attending tho sai<{ 
me(‘tings as w«*ll as the promoters, organizer'-’ and exeeii- 
tive committee'^, will he held responsible. 

d/7. II. -All ( Inhs and societies of a political tendency, 
or designed for the discussion of political object.s, are 
closed. The formation of new clubs or soeietie.s of thi.s 
eliaraelcr i.< torbi(hien. 'I'lio ollieers, founders and 
rnfanher-* of ^ueh societies will be liable to penalties. 

.1/7. III. — [ni'ringemonf s of this decree will bo piniished 
liy imprisonmemt for not more thaiu one year, or by a line 
of not more *t hail 5,tl0() franc'--. 

Infringements are subject to tho jurisdiction of the 
Military Courts. 

Baron von Btssi.va, Oolonel-Oeyieral, 

Oouernor-Ocncnil in Belgium, 

^ Brus.sel.s, .January 17, 1915. 


This general assault upon othe right ol 
assembly was roinforced by restrictive xneasiirei: 
in detail. Civilians might not travel from 
one place to another in the occupied terri» 
tory without a special passport, and all the 
expense and delay that obtaining a passport 
entailed. They could hardly travel by train, 
for the railways were cormnandeered, and 
sometimes entirely monopolized, by tho German 
Army. Hut motor cars, too, were forbidden 
‘ to civilians, and then bicycle.« wore placed 
under the ban as well. And while peojilo 
wore tlius prevented from meeting eaeJi other 
in person, equal care was taken that they 
should not communicate from a distance. 
Telephones and carrier-pigeons ’ particularly 
exercised the Governor-General, and drew 
from him, on December 22, 1914, an elaborate 
“ Kecapitulatory Notice,” in tho following 
terms : — 

It is necossary to recall at tout ion to tiu* subjoined 
regulnl ion.s ; — 

A. — 'I’ho right to possess ami u.so wireless installations 
helong.s exelu.'sivoly to tho Cerman troops. Anyone in 
Belgium po.ssossing any kind of wireless installation or 
having knowledge of such, must immediately give notice 
of tho s.amo to the (lerman authorities. 

B. — All telephone and telegra])!! installations m 
Belgium aro al.so for tho exclusive use of tho Gerinnn 
authorilios and tho German trooj/s, as well as tlie func- 
tionaries of communes, eanalfl and tho.se railways whieh 
have received, for certain .sections of lino, an express 
written penntssiori from tho Governor- General or the 
military railway authorities. Whoever possesses any 
telephone or ti'Iegraph installation in workiijg order, oi 
has knowledge of any, must immediately give not ice of 
the samo to tho nearest military authority. 

'Pho only exceptions allowed are telegraph installations 
for domestic use, which work oxelnsively within the 
interior of a single house, and are not connected up with 
any wiro.s ont-sidc the house. 

C. — Tho right of pigeons belongs oxelnsively (o 

tho Gorman troops a/id unthoritic.s. All other owners of 
pigeon.s must confoim .strictly to the following rule.s: — 

1. Owners of pigeons of every kind are hound to keep 

their pigeons .shut up in iht' ])igoon-eotos until further 
ot’ilcrs. . . . No di.stinetion is nuulc helwei’ii 

carrier-i»igeons and others. Anyone let ling 2 >igenns loose 
is punished by irni»risonmeut for not more than thieo 
months or a fine of not mori' than .*1,000 fr/ines. 

2. Fvorv omier of ])igeoiis is hound to furnish tho 

local Germ/iii military eommainhint, or, in j/luees without 
a garrison, th<‘ Belgian eonnnunal authorilii's, with a 
list for every j»igeun-cote, indicjiting the colour and tho 
marks on the rings (number, year, etc.) of each pigi on 
separately. 'I’he Belgian authorities are to hold tJuse 
lists constantly at the di.sposal of the German military 
eoirnnissioiis of verification. The keys of the jiigeon- 
cote must he constantly at the dispo'^ition of tlie verifiers. 
If pigeons happen to die, tho owner must keep their 
rings intact. . . 

r>. 'I’ho trari.'^port of pigeons, including their tran.sport 
from Olio j3igcon-cote to another, is wholly forbidden. 
All iraflic in or exchange of live pigeons is likewi.so for- 
bidden. Only the transport of dead pigeon.s is uutho 
rizod in tho street or to tlie market. Anyone found 
carrying a live pigeon outside tho pigeon-coto will he 
punished with imprisonment for not more than one year 
or a fine of not more than 10,000 francs. 
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CARDINAL MERCIER'S PROTEST 


Read in the prescce 

, fnfriiitrfMiKiiit.s of roi^iilatioii, in so far as heavier 
iiltios arc Tif)t piv^cril^cd, will he ptiiiislaMj t>y irn- 
onnicnt for not mort* than one iiumtli or a fine f»f nof 
o tlnui 2,000 franc'^. If occayioii ari ,t?s, an inquiry on 
)i(*ion of C'ipionai'o will al'^o bo optniod. . . . 

BaHON von BlSSINCi, 

Gove ! nor -General in Ijchjium. 

>ecoinbcr 22, 1914. 

This decreo might hav('- boon thought to he 
laustivo, and, indood, the Coverrior-CcruTal 
ms to have found, after two years’ oxporioneo, 
t mere supervision could no farther go, 
he ordered successively “ the total destruc- 


nf a German Guard. 

tion of all pigonn-c()t('s in FlaTuh'rs,” and the 
os (‘rtjuniiioiit of thr “ juridical status” [eUtl 
cti'tl) of all pigeons in ot her parts of t h<* count vy. 
Finally, in OctolxT, IBlti, he forljade any 
further issue of pigeon rings. 

Those regulations arfcctcd n.11 HelLUuns 
within von Hissing’s tcTritory, but members 
of the (Harde (Jfvique and other men of military 
age who had not been called up(m to servo 
in the HeJgian Army, were placed under* 
spc'cial restraints, just as they had been treated 
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to special promises to induce them to put 
themselves in the Gennans* power. Tlie 
following decree was signed on Der(*inl)cr IlO, 
1914, by Colonel von Leipzig, (civil) head of 
the arrondissemcnt of Brussels : — 

Ali liahlo to miJitary service in the' years 

1912-5, who, for whatever reason, were never called to 
the (Jolours before the war, are forbidden to go beyond a 
radius of fivo kilometres from their residence wifhonl 
having received a written aiithorization from the coni- 
potent military authority. .Men liable to service \\hc» 
have loft their domicile without the afurcMnentioneil 


authorization and aro absent at the roll-call will be 
severely punished. The Biirgomastor.s, wlio aro bound 
in the first instance to keep men liable to military 
.service under control, will likewise bo responsible. 

The men restricted by this measure were 
not soldiers by any pos.sible interpretation. 
They had not only not been mobilized by the 
Belgian Government since the war ; they 
had never boon called up for trttiniiig before 
it. They were inertdy men whom the Belgian 
Government miglit liavti trained as soldiers 
if it had wished. The Burgomasters, more- 
ov(‘r, had no special control over them and 
could not, therefore, in justice bo made res- 
|Sorisible for their atdions. But this decree 


was only a corollary to one already signed by 
von Bissing himself, to this effect : — 

All Belgian laws and decrees concerning the Army 
(“ mili( c ”) and the Garde Civiquo aro .suspended. 

Infringcmout.s t)f what is prescribed in the said laws 
and decrees, enininil led before the publication of the 
present decree, remain impunishcd, and involve no 
projudituiil con.sequonees for I ho party committing them. 

No verification of the obstu'vance of the said laws and 
decrees is required for, among other things, the cele- 
bration of n marriag<‘, the application for and delivery of 
a pass])ort or pat‘*nt, or fur a})]Kantineiii to a public, 
j)ro\ iiu'ial t»r communal otVicc*. 


Tho pre,sont decree in no way modifies the moa-sure.-. 
that have boon or will bo taken by tho Govomor-Goncral 
relative to tho supervision of former members of the 
Army and tho Garde Civiquo, or relative to tlie recruit- 
ment of the (Belgian) Anny. 

Baron von Btssino, Gent^ral of Cavalry, 

Governor -Ccncral in Belyi um. 

Brussels, December 12, 1914. 

Belgians, in fact, who had performed any 
kind of military or semi -military service, 
and also tlioso who had not, if they happen f^d 
to be of military age, were, on the one hand, 
absolved by tho German Administration from 
their dutie.s towards the Belgian State and 
indemnified for tho breach of these duties 
(both actions being entirely beyond the com- 
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VON HISSING (marked x) INSPECTINC; BARBED WIRE FENCE ON THE DUtCH 

FRONTIER. 


petonco of thn Occu]3yiii^ Power), while, on 
ol/hor liand, th<‘y wt;ro placed niider special 
police restrictions on account of tho very 
status of which they were being divested by 
forc(‘. J3ut they were not merely ])laced und<‘r 
restrictions. At Ath, for example, they liad 
to present theinselves every morning at the 
(Jertrjan barracks and perform fatigne-dut ies 
for Mi(^ garrison. Tho Cermans amused them- 
selves by picking out the most cultivat(*d of 
those men for the*, most humiliating tasks — 
tilling e('llars with coal, cleaning out latriiu's, 
and carrying dust-bins through the strc*ets. 
This seemed to them a (dov er method of sapping 
the Belgian national spirit. 

But whilo carrying out these measures of 
internal police, von Bissing did not neglect to 
secure his frontiers. On tlio south Jiis terri- 
bory marched with the territory also under 
Glennan occupation in France, and here? ho 
provided himself with a “ scientific frontier ” 
by annexing a salient of French territory to 
bis own. 

In future (ho decreed on January 3, 1915) the Belgian 
Hws concerning customs and taxation will be applicable 
n that portion of tho French district of Givet-Fumay 
k^'hich has betui joined to my Govonimont. (The new 
Tontier toward'^ French territory follows, from Fviinay, 


tho valloys of tho Mmiso and the Seinoy to the Belgian 
frontier, south-east of Jlmiti's-Uivien^s.) 

Fast of him he had the CJrand-Duchy of 
Luxembourg, also und(‘r forcible occupation, 
and a portion of Prussia, where ho could safely 
l(*ave tho ])olico work to tho local authoritii's’ 
/.eal. His l(*ast comfortable frontier was on 
tho north, wlu*i’o hf3 bordered on tho free!, 
neutral country of Holland. Von Bissing 
never forgot tho welconin wliicli <ho Belgians 
had receive id in Dutch territory in the days 
of their dt'epest despair, when Antwerp fell, 
and ho took particular pains to make this 
frontier impenetrable. 

From the Mouse to tho sea a fence of eloctri- 
fiod barbed wire was gradually erected between 
Belgium and Holland. Pickets of Gorman 
l-iandsturmors wc^ro established along it at 
intervals ; they wore linked with one another 
by telephone and tc*lrgraph, and, to assist them 
in keeping watcli, all undergrowth, trees and 
buildings on the Belgian side, within a certain 
distance of the wires, were levelled with th«3 
ground. Behind this, again, a wider frontier- 
zone was marked out, and no pass]>ort admitted 
into this zone any Belgian not already resident 
in it. Placards were posted throughout the 
occupied territory announcing that* anyone 
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PROCLAMATION 

Announcing that Edith Cavell had been shot. 


found within the frontier-zone at night would 
be shot without warning. 

But these moral and physical shackles were 
forged to be broken. 'J'he young men of 
Belgium wore put on their honour to servo 
their country by von Bissiiig’s spurious abso- 


lution of them from their service ; they were, 
stimulated to set foot in a free land by the 
barrier so laboriously built up to keep them 
from it. During tho whole period of the 
German occupation they braved the crossing 
of the frontier, singly or in small parties, at 
the risk of their lives. Some were shot by tho 
guards or electrocuted in struggling through 
the wires ; but many got through to Holland 
and on to England and Havre, and in due course 
to the trenches on the Yser — von Hissing’s 
fourth frontier — only this time they were not 
on tho German side. 

In making their escape these young Belgians 
had not only tho sympathy of their com- 
])atriots under the German yoke, but their 
active assistance, though tho consequences 
were as dangerous to these helpers- as to the 
men themselves. The crime of “ conducting 
soldiers to the enemy,” as defined by Para- 
graph 90 of the (jJerman Penal Code, was 
punishable, under Paragraph r>8 of the German 
Military Codi', with deat h ; and, by Paragraph 
1()9, tho penalty ajjplied, under a state ol war, 
to fonugners as well as German subjects. Tlie 
Belgians and other citizi^ns of Allied coiuitries 
who pcrfomicd this “ \\ ar Treason,” as the 
Gernmn ofhcial idiom dc'seribed it, were quite 
aware of what th(‘y would suffer if they wen* 
discoven'd ; but they no more hesitated to 
risk their lives than tho young nu'ii whose 
escape they made possible. Tho most famous 
of these patriotic organizations was that of 



I YOUNG BELGIANS REPORTING THEMSELVES TO THE GERMAN AUTHORITIES. 
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which Edith Cavell was a rnombcrv and it wtis 
for the part she took in it that she was put to 
death. The story of Edith Cavell’s secret 
trial and hurried execution has been recorded 
already*, and licre we will only reproduce the 
characltTistic proclamation in which von 
Hissing announced the accomplished fact- — 
with the object (as stated by Herr Zimmer- 
mann, then German Under-Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs) of “ frigliti'iiing tliose wlio 


The Governor-General of Brussels brings these facts to 
the knowledge of the Public that they may servo as a 
warning. 

Genkual von Bissino, 

The (htrernor of the C'ittj. 

Brussels, October 12. 191. '5. 

These executions (aiul tliey occurred inter- 
mittently during th(‘ wlioh* period tin? 
({(Tinan Occupation, though tlie case of Editli 
Cavell was more notorious than tlu‘ rest in tlio 
outer world) wert‘ the culminat ion of t ho 



WOULD-BE TRAVELLERS TO HOl.LAND APBLYINU FOR PERMITS. 


may resume on their sex to take part in 
fuitf'rprises punishable with death.’ Voii 
Hissing’s proclamation read as h)llows ; 

PROCLAMAiTON 

Tlio I’ribunal of the Imperial German Council of War 
sitting in Brussels has pronouneed tho following sen- 
tences : — 

Condemned to Death for conspirhaj tot/rther to coni- 
mit Trcasrni : — 

I'klitb Gn vell, 'J’cacher, of Brussels ; 

Philippe Baucq, Architect, of Brussels ; 

.lennne fh' Ik^lleville, of Montignics ; 

Louise Tbuiliez, Professor at Lillo ; 

Louis Severin, (.‘hemist, of Brussels ; 

Albert Libic/, Lawyer, of Mons ; 

For the name offence the following have hern rtm- 
demned to IT) years' hard labour : — 

Hcrmniiu (Jnpiau, Engineer, of Wa‘-in<*s ; 

Ada Bodart, of Brussels ; 

George Dorveau, Chemist, of Puturages; 

Mary do Croy, of Bellignie.s. 

At tho same sitting, tho Council of War condi mned 17 
others charged with treason against tho Imperial Armies 
to sontoncos of penal servitude and imprisonment varyine 
from two to eight yeans. 

The sentences passed on Bancq and Edith Cav<il have 
already been exetmted. 

* Vol. VI.. Chapter CVII. 


Cermaii police eanij>tiign agtiin.si thc‘ riglits of 
the* individual. But social institutions as w(*ll 
as individuals were marked out for rc'pression, 
and special attention was paid to tlie Press and 
the Hanks. In those less pcTsontil depjirtments 
of tho German ])olicc regiiuf*, tho negative tiim 
of repressing Belgian liberties passed ov(‘r into 
the intensive exploitation of Belgian resources 
for the Gennan eonduet of the war. 

The Cciisorsliip in the occupied territory 
was established by a comprehensive deerev of 
October 13, 11)14 : — 

1. All prinlod rnndcr. u-i well an all other roprodne- 
tions of written iritdlor «ir of pictnics, with or without 
lc(t«Tpri*s-^, or ul m\i'-it’a.l cf)mposilions with a text or 
comment arifH (in ]>rin1 ), obtained by mfiebaiueal or 
elu'inieal processes Mud ijit ended for distribution, must 
be '-iibinit ti*d to lie ( '(Misorsbip of the Imi)orial Gerrnnu 
Govcrnor-Geneial'hip (C’ivil Administration). 

Whoever pro<liu'tJn nr distrilniles printed matter of 
tho kind.s .s[)eeined in Clause 1, without tho (Censor’s 
permission, will bo punisljod according to Martini Law*. 
The printed matter will be eonfiseatod, and the plates 
and vl idles intended for reproduction will bo rendered 
unfit for use. * 
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riir oxhihitioii or (li-^plny of any jn*iiilod 

mat tor ]n'o}ul)it('(l by tiu' pro^tnit dooror. in pla<‘»‘v wlu'ro 
tin* pnblic is al)lo to tako knowlodp' of it. is coiisidiM’ial 
of|in\ alottt to (list ribnl ion. 

'2. 'riioalrical proscnitalions. rocitatioiis of all kimK. 
wliotbor spokon or snny. and hnnij»on'< ])rojor1 ions, 
whotbor I'v oiiaMuato^napli or otlior int'aus, ina\ not bo 
orirani/od until tlio pioco^. I'ooii at ions and projootions 
aforo.'uid ba\o botui ]uis''od I>N tIu' ('»‘n^oi'. 

Aiiyono oiv:aiiiziiif4 tboatrical prosont at ions, rorila 
tioii'’ or bnninons jiroji'ot ions witliont t bo (.%*iisor’s 
pormi'.-Kui. and anyono taking part in any vay in sia-li 
pro'.cnf at lon^. ro« itaf i«ui'' oi prt»|orl inii'-, will bo pnnisbod 
accordmv: to Marlia! Iiav\. I’bo ]ilati'-^ and film-' will br 
• onli -catod. 

I III - ilt'oroo i-ntors into forco iiuinodiat ol\ . 

l^vuoN VON mui (Joi/r/. h'ii Id - Marshal., 

fi’nrrnifa flrtKial hi Hflifiatn. 

l{tii---.‘l-. Ociobor 1.’!. lit I \. 

X'on (lt‘r (Joltz's intcMition wns to fc(‘(i tin* 
Uol^iiins (‘xclusivoly on in'ws of (Jornnin oflicinl 
nminifiictiiiv. Tin' (lonnans t lirinst‘K«‘s lunl 
horn lroiilt‘(l in tliis wtiy l»y tin'ir rulc'is from 
tin' hrj'innin^ of tin* \s at*, and a systt'inatic mis 
r(*|>i‘(‘s«ont at ion of tin' (*oiirs(' tin* wnr was taking 
mij^ltl. havt' Ih'oii as oflVctivi* for disln‘a.rtt‘niiig 
Ik'lj^ium as it apix'ars to liavt' la'on for (‘ncourati- 
in^ ( Jt'rinany. J5nl in t liis, as in otln*r doptirt- 
nn*nts of tin' ])olic(' riujiine in tho occiipit'd 
t('rrit(»ry, dt'rn'c's only tirousod tin* will to 
n'sisl I horn. To Ix'gin w it h, tin* loading lit'l^ian 
in‘ws|)a.j)('rs all snsjx'iidod pnlilicat ion within 
I In* (lorma-n zoin', and (*itln'r t ratis-forrod tin'ir 
ollicrs to London and Ic Ma\’ro. or wifhln'ld 
ftirtlu'i* issnos alto^(*tln*r until lx‘tt(*r iiiiu's. 
Afid lu'ws sln'cts a|)|x*ar«‘d in tin'ir plact* w hi(‘h 
w’cn* most unwclronn* to tin* (Jormaii ('ivil 
Administra.t ion. 'I'ho most iiotrwort hy of those* 
was La Lihrr /irhfiqHr, w’hi(*h was printod in 
th(' ooout)i('d t(*rritory in <lt‘(ian(*o of tin* 
(.Vnsor, and was (*ditod with ^n'ak spirit ajal 
wit. Tho (h'rman anthoritit's w'(*n* se*nsilivo 


iiol^ians won. Tho Corinan Administration 
despaired in tin' t'nd of elamming tin* k'aks, 
and aiithorizoel sovt'ral Diitih nowspapojs to 
publish and oir(*ula.to an (‘thtion for tin* ()(*oupie'd 
Jk'lgian 1\*rritory (l)iit(*h ami n(*mish lx*inji 
practically tin’s sann' lan^uai^e*). 'Idio papers 
thus privik'tioil wt'n' naturally such as had 
shown tln'insolvos not unfrie*ndly to (Jormany ; 
tin'ir Ih'lgiaii edition was under tin* ( Jo\'('rnor- 
t Jon<*raTs ( 'onsorsliij) ; and tin' peiwi'i* to witli- 
elraw tho ])rivilcg(* jirantod ^a.vc' tin' (Jovi rnor- 
(Jeneral a considi'rahlo inflin'in*!' o\('r tin'ir 
se'Iootion of lU'ws and tin'ir editorial tono. 
Ne‘V('rtln'l('.ss, the admission of tho.se* in'iitral 
journals into tin* oe*(*upiod territory was, on 
tin' ( Ic'rmans' part, a ^enuiin* confession of 
deh'at . 

\'on Ih'ssiiij' was also hallb'd in his atte'inpt 
to manipulati' tin* Press in Ik'l^iiim for a 
[lositive political aim tin' destru(*lion of 
Ik'lj^ian unity, hy se'ttint.! h'le'inin^ a.gainst. 
Walkxai. 

Ih'lgium, like* Sw it ze'i'lanel, ( Jre'at Ih’itain 
anel eethe'r of tin* nn>st tirmly -foimeleel natieituil 
State's in W'e'ste'rn bairope*, has nn>re' than oiu* 
natieinal language*. If you elre'w a,n imaginary 
line'* a.e*re)ss Ih'lgium. ^\’e*st a-nd I'aist , freirn 1h(‘ 
Kre*ne*h front ie*r just south of ^’pre‘s tei the* 
I)ute*h freintie'i* on the* Mi'iise*, just north of 
Lie'ge', yeai weailel tinelthat nnist He'lgians living 
ne>rt h e)f it spedo* Pie'mish eis the'ir mothe*r- 
temgiie*, anel meist of theise* living south e»f it 
Walloeui. The* twei language's 4U’e* e'litirely elif- 
fe're'iit ; Kle*mish is a 'rentonic diak'ct, prae*- 
fie*eilly the* same* as l)ute*h, whiles A\*a.lloon is 
Ke)ina.ne*e*, and is re'Iated tei the* ne*ighlKairing 


be'vond e*xpe'ctatie)n tei its stings, einel made* dialeets in Tram*e‘. Jhit this dif'f('re*nce' eif 

ludieremsly earne*st e'tfeirts tei rein its autheirs to language* ha.s rieit the* le*ast pe)litie*a.l signifie*ane*e. 

e*arth. Large* re*w ards w e^re* eiffeivd, inoflensive' M’ln* linguisfie* heiundary has in've'r in histeirv' 

jx-eiple* inclueling girls and heiys anel prie'sts lx'(*n a pe)litie*al fre>ntie*r ; it was not. (*v(*n feiL 

we*re' arre*ste*el ein suspierion, and in many e*a.se*s le)we*el hy the* me)de*rn preivine-ied de*marcat ie>ns, 
e-emde'ume'el ; hut La Lihre lithiiqui’ e*eintinue*d any meire* than the* iJea-ele r he*lwe*e*n taiglanel 

tei a.p|)e'ai‘, a.nel t he* ( le'rmans ne\ e*r kne*w w In't he*r and Se*e»(!a.nel fedleiws tin* heaunhiry lx*t,we*e*n 

t he*y hiiel mere'ly misse'd the e*ulprits alt eiget he'r. the English and (hie*lie* la,nguage*s. ^Phe' dif- 

eir e*aught them euily tei se'e* the'ir weirk jiass on fe*re*nce' of language* wiis see little* fe*lt. as an 

inte) other eejually e*enirage*e)us hands. The*re* administrative* diflie-ulty that. the. province's 

we're* alse) eirganizat ieins feir elist rihiiting unc(*n- cut acrexss the; houiKlary ein eilel traditiemal line's, 

seired ne*ws through the* e)ccupie*el territeiry, Jnde'e*d, none of the; imfieirtant divisieins within 

as wide*spread as those;; for smuggling out the* the 15e*lgian pc'ojile; ceiincide'd with the divisiein 

yeiung men aereiss the fremtier. Copic's eif 7’//e- he‘twe*e*n Tleming anel ^^*a,lloon. The*re' wa*< 

Thnrs anel either Knte'iite* anel ne'utral jeuirnals the' ])arty division Ix'twee'u Lihe-ral anel (Me'rie*al. 

were im|K)rted, transinitte*d from hanel tei hanel, hut the* twei partie's were* ve'ry eve'uly halane ed 

and coj)ied in manu.script hy a re'gular unde'r all over the country. The're* was the economic, 

grejund post. And in this struggle* of wills the elivisieui l)etwt*e*n Industry anel Agricultiye, 
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TRENCH DUG BY THE GERMANS THROUGH A FLEMISH COAST VILLAGE. 


but <hi.s did not go by language' oithor. Of <bo 
industrial centres in Be^lgium, Charleroi and 
Namur and Liege lay in the Walloon ar(*a, 
Ghent and Antwerp and the ('ainpine in the 
Flemish. The W^allooii province of Luxem- 
bourg was noted for its peasant proprietors, 
the plains of Flanders for their breed of horses 
and their intensive market-garden cultivation. 
The Belgians were little conscious of their 
linguistic differences, becausci they had never 
persecuted each other on account of them. 
Brussels, the national capital, was common 
ground between the two linguistic areas ; the 
National Government seated at Brussels em- 
ployed in its official transactions, not the 
Walloon dialect any more than the Flemish, 
but standard French, and this since the 
foundalion of the kingdom, and for reasons of 
obvious utility — French, unlike these local 
dialects, being a language of general currency. 
For the same reason the educated people in 
all parts of the country were in the habit of 
using French in business and speaking it among 
themselves. But it had never occurred to any 
Belgian authority to impose French where it 
was not voluntarily adopted. No Bt'lgian 
Gftvermnent had legislated against the use of 


Flemish in communal administration or in 
education. The harmonious subsist('n (‘0 of 
the two languages sidi' by side showed that 
Belgium was a toh'rant. enlightened, demo- 
cratic country, but this was nothing uncommon 
for Western Europe. 

To the German mind, however, it was so 
uncommon as to bo beyond b('li(‘f. The (Her- 
mans had never known how to get on with 
populations of another language, as the French 
got on with the Alsatians, the English and the 
Lowlandors with the Welsh and the Gaels, or 
the Flemings and Walloons with one another. 
The Germans’ only idea of living in the same 
community with Alsatians or Danes or Poles 
was to turn them into Gi'rmans by force ; to 
make them spt'ak German and do things in 
German ways ; to prohibit their mother-tongue 
ill their local government and their schools. 
And in following this ])olicy the Gormans luul 
always failed ; they had aroused an antagonistic 
nationa.1 feeling in the populations they had 
tried to overbear, just as they were now 
rousing the spirit of tho Belgians in the occupied 
territory. Prussia, with its diversity of lan- 
guages, had never, like Belgium, Switzerland, 
or Great Britain, become a united nation. It 
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had reinainotl a Police -State, in which tho 
Government tried to impose the language of 
one part of the population on the rest, and only 
succeeded in producing a morbid consciousness 
of linguistic differences among them all. Under 
the influence of this failure at home, tho 
German Administrators of Belgium fastened 
upon the difference between Fleming and 
^V^llloon as a weak spot in tlie Belgian 
organism. They pictured the Flemings »vs an 
oppressed race in suppressed rebellion against 
Mie domination of tlic Walloons, as tho Poles 
and Alsatians were against tho Germans them- 
selves. They knew how their own subject 
populations prayed for a liberator, and hasteiu'd 
to pose, themselves, as liberators of the “Flemish 
Nationality.” They drt'aiiu'd, as the goal of 
their intrigue, of an autonomous Flemish 
principality, carved tnit of the dead body of 
Belgium by Germany, as tli(‘ patroness of all 
Teutons, at tho expressed dt'sin* of the Flem- 
ings, and with the applausi^ of the neutral 
world. 

The first step was to creafe^ an “a.fmos- 
ph(‘re,” for neither the hdeinings nor th«' 
neutrals had found their own way to th(' propc*!* 
point of view. The Floniings had fought 


shoulder to shoulder with tho “ dominant ” 
Walloons for tho preservation of Belgium, and 
were still fighting in the trenches along the 
Yser ; wdiile neutrals were far from perceiving 
the liberators of tho Flemish nation in the vio- 
lators of Belgian neutrality. But tho Germans 
were convinced, from their own experience, 
that a “ Flemish Problem ” must bo there, 
and that they had only to rub tho wound to 
set it smarting. 

“Tho Political Department at Brnssoh,” wrote Pro- 
fessor vou Bissiiig. of Munich, tho son of tho Governor- 
General,* “has lo^^icjilly dopendent upon it tho Flemish 
Bureau aiul tho Press Hurrau. Tlio present Governor- 
General dtivotcs special attention to Press matters. 
Beyond supjdying information to German newspapers 
and following tho I'oitagn newspapers, collaboration with 
tho native Press (with tin* assistance of tho Flemish 
Bureau) also falls within the Prr.«f.v Bureau's province. 
A number of Belgian journals . . . apj^ear daily, 

a.!vl aro in enjoyment, under eertain fixori rondilions, 
of all tho liberties that are possible. . . 

Ono of the journals moniiom'd in Professor 
von BLssing’s list was th ■ Vlaamschc Post nf 
Ghent, and this was I ho organ selected tind 
siibsidi/.('tl by the (JovcTnor-Gcncral to bo the 
mouthpiece of his “ P'hmuindising ” policy. 
'Phe Vlaawsclir Post startt.'d a ctimpaign for 

* Swlfleutsehe .Monfif.shejtr, AprW, 11)15. 
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FIomiRh autonomy. Its articlos worn ropcatod 
word for word in Iho other papers promoted 
by tlio German Administration in Belgium, 
and woi c o hoed witli variations in the German 
Press and in the pro-Gerinan papers in Bolland 
The iiewspa])er campaign was supported by a 
deluge of pamphlets in Bolgimn, Germany and 
neutral countries. Jn Belgium these 
anonymous elTusions were deposited during 
tlie night at people’s front doors. 

This literary propaganda was given substance 
by adininistriitive moasun's. The ollicial use* 
of the French language in Flemish -speaking 
districts w^as forbidden, and at Ostend, Bruges 
and other places the local German authorities 
went so far as to order all shop signs or adv('r- 
tisemeiits in French io Ix^ reinovc'd. (.'are 
wAi taken in German decrees and proclama- 
tions to disguise the names of Belgian cities 
(even (hose which both in philology and in 
])opulation were purely Koinaiice) in good 
“Teutonic’^ forms — “ Namen ” for Namur, 

“ Doornyk ” for Tournai, “ Jaittieh ” for IJege, 
and so on. Passing from ])edantry to p(*rs(*- 
cution, the Germans removed “ \\’alloon ” 
functionaries in “ Flemish territ/ory ” from 
their ])0sts, and forbade the use of J^'ronch in 
schools. At a higher-grade school at Ifassc'lt , 
for instance, in the Province of Limburg, the* 
teachers were not only forbidden to give lessons 
in French, but might not even lalk French 
to tlieir ]mpils out of school, with thc^ result 
that the parents, anxious that their children 
should be familiar with both the national 
languages, removed them from tht' school 
al'.ogetlier and had them taught privately at 
home. Jbit so little had the GcTinans learnt 
from their educational failun's in Prussian 
Poland tluit they designed, as the nuister- 
pi(‘ee of their Flemish policy, the foundation of 
a “ Flemish I'niversity ” at tlheiit . 

After eighteen )noiuhs of intensive Press 
preparation, the Flemish Univc'rsity was 
opened with a fk)urish of trump(ds on Octo- 
ber 21, 191(). The thTinan Administration 
announced that tlie restrictions on railway V 
travelling wmuld be waivi'd in favour of all true 
Flemings who wished to attend the ceremony, 
'rhey were gratified by tlio flood of applications, 
not only from th(^ Flemish districts, but from 
all the occupied territory, and von Bissing 
found his route congested when he journeyed 
to (Client on the appointed day. Ho only met 
(uie party going in the opposite direction — they 
wen? 2,000 Flemings from Ghent itself wlio 
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b(‘ing dcpork'd to forc-od labour in (b'r- 
inany undiu' tlic dt‘t ri‘o of Octoix'r .‘b and wlio 
luwl ])oen packed off before tJieir national 
festival by tin* over-zealoiis locjil German 
autiioritu's. But when von Hissing alightcxl 
at Ghent slation and proceeded towards liis 
university buildings, his fellow -travelh'rs melted 
away. They had availed themselves of the 
G('rinan Baihvay Biirt'au’s generosity, not to 
hoar their ( {overnor-t JeiK'ral’s inaugural 
«p(H'eh, but to visit tlieir Beluian friends 


them unsaid. His subordinates, searehing fer 
an artist to design a conunemorative medal, 
could not find a Fleming in Ghent who w «)uld 
execute the commission, and the seJiool 
children, who had been giviai a. special holiday 
in honour of their national liberation, ajipeared 
at school as if nothing unusual wi'i’t* hap' 
piaiing. ^riiey werei turned ba.ek at the door 
bv German gendarmes, but they liad made 
their protest. 

“ Th«“ organization.” coni inued von Bissing, 



GERMAN ‘ 

A pcrfurmance of Goethe’s “Iphi^enie 

Von Bi sing delivered his dis(*ourse to a. 
select G(‘rman audienei', including the Bavarian 
Minister of Education and representatives of 
thc^ lAxleral State's and of the Trniicrial Chan- 
cellor. 

“ 'Po socuro the n;-oponinj; of tho TTnivorr-.ity,” tho 
Govorru)r-Ocn<‘ral raporlctl to Imvr said, “1 appealed 
in Germany to a Commission ajjpointed to assist my 
Civil Administration. Wru-king Imnd in hand with tin* 
Flemings and well eoumolled by Cterman and Dutch 
friends, this Commission has scttle<l the appoint mcnl.s 
and created the urganizatioji for our new educational 
institution, without, departing far from tho form»T 
Belgian orgaidzation. Thus (iormans and Flemings have 
found themselves working together, in nnituul confidonee 
and perfect understanding.** 

At the moment these words wore issuing 
from the Govomor-Generars lijis, incid(*nts 
were occurring that must have made him wish 


open-air theatre of the Citadel of Namur. 

“and (‘s[M‘(da.lly the orgiinizut inn of the treh- 
iiical faculties, will lie nnm])leti'd in tho coursn 
of next year.” But I!H7 luid hardly begun 
bnfore the Kh'inisli Univnrsily of ( Jbent wins 
elnsod. The contingiait, of genuint' students, 
r>-t at tb(‘ beginning, dwindled with cneli 
montli, and tliero w as little edilieation in a body 
of “ Flemish ” profnssors of whom tlu^ majority 
were Dutch. “ Tlio God of War,” di'claimcd 
von Bissing in his pornration, “ has held 
Flanders at tho font with his sword drawn. 
May the God of Poaco bo kind to her during 
t he long centuries to conn*.” 

Von Bissing’s oratory betrayed the German 
vision of an “ Autonomous Flanders ” under 
permanent German tutelage, when tho “ ten^- 


KUl/rUR” IN BEUHUM: 

” in the 






A FOOD QUEUE OF IMPOVERISHED BELGIANS. 


porary ” (Jerniaii ocfupation of Bolgium should 
bo brought to an end by tlie signing of peace. 
But ho burst his own bul)ble by drawing a 
rc'tort from tlie Flemings themselves. 

Prominent Flemings explained, in indignant 
U'tters to the neutral Press, that the real 
Flemish movement was of a ])im'ly cultural 
and social character. It existed to enrich the 
life of Belgium l)y re-creating for her a literature 
in th(' Flemish language ; preserving for her 
the monum nts of Flemish art and architecture 
(whicli ('lerman weapons had boon destroying 
at Louvain and Malines and Torrnondo and 
Vpres) ; reviving for her the romantic tra- 
ditions of thc^ Flemish ^liddlo Ages ; and 
improving the conditions of life of her Flemish 


peasants and worlmien at the present day. 
Th(‘ Teutonic origin of their language no more 
beguiled them into suffering (lerman violence 
gla-dly than it beguiled the Dutch or the 
English or tht' Danes. 

“It r«Hiuirc‘.s no extraordinary porspi rarity,’* wrote 
M. van Caiilowaert , Kdilor of the Viij JicUjir, a Belgian 
newspaper in Iho Flemish language wliirh had emigrated 
to The Hague, “to understand tliat tho German Govern- 
ment is attempting to make use of tho FJomish Movo- 
raont exclusively for the two objecls whieh I sluill 
onumorate — to sow tlissenHions between Belgians and to 
find a pretext for continuing, after tho war, to interfere 
in our internal polilies. But tlie.se two objects blend 
into a .single aim — to turn Belgium into a permanent 
aerjuisition of the German l'iin))ire. We know the 
Gorman i<lohiU*y of self and gospel of national egotism ; 
ami we also know enough ot tlie .sorrowful history of the 
Danish people — related to the (jleruian jieeple, like our- 
aolvos, by race — to keep us on our guard.” 








GERMANS IN OCCUPATION OF A BELGIAN CHATEAU. 

A Landsturm Regiment, under command of Herr Naumann-Hofer, a Radical Reichstag Deputy, at the 
( looted Ch&teau of M. Davignon. former Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
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“ Wliat do •you think of the Belgians who 
have gone with the Germans ? ” the Belgian 
socialist, Camille Huysmans, was asked by a 
representative of the Danish paper Foliflkoiy 
in allusion to tho editors of the Vkuwisc/tc Post 
and the lonely professors at Ghent. “ T think,” 
M. Huysmans answered, “ that they will be 
wise to get themselves naturalized in Ger- 
many.” Such was the Fh'mish rtdort to the 
German project for Fland(‘rs after the war. 

Tlic'so were some of tho ramilications of 
German Press p<dicy in the occupied h'rritory. 


nizc and modify the whole conduct of the banks’ 
atYairs. “ The costs of control will be charged in 
proportion to their funds upon the banks 
super intendt‘d.” By a further decree of 
November 30 the (’ommissary-General was 
authorized to extend his control by delegating 
it to assistants — “ the cost of this likewise to be 
charged upon tho enterprises under surveil- 
lance ’’—and these assistai/t commissaries were 
to be “ given notice in good time of each Board 
Meeting or General Assembly.” 

In th(‘ meantime all banks in the occupied 
territory whatsoever had been forbiddtui to 



RETURN OE A EORA(,IN(; PARTY. 


'the control of f);mking was also a much studied 
department of police, and this merged into a. 
systematic appropriation of the country’s 
material resfnirces. 

. By a dccrtM' of Septc'mber 18, 1914, von der 
Goltz ordered all banks or bra.nch(*s of banks in 
the occupit'd territory, of which the c(‘ntral 
management was in countries at war with 
Germany, to wind up their affairs immediately, 
“ the remaining cash balance to be dej)osited 
for the duration of the war in a j)lace hereinafter 
to bo designated,” A German Commissary- 
General was appointed to superintend the 
execution of this decree, with power to scruti- 


make ])ayments to Ihigland, Ireland and France, 
by a decrees of Nov^enilM r 3, whicih was extendcMl 
on the 2Sth, “ by way of reprisals,” to Kussia 
n.nd Finland. It was notitied, howev(*r, that 
” this prohil)ition do(‘s not exb'nd to payments 
intended for th(5 benefit of (h'rman nationals.” 
“All lega.l ami contractual consef|uc*nces,” tho 
decno continued, “ which miglit b(i involved in 
tlie non-exi‘cut ion of contracts made with 
persons domiciled in thi* countries designated, 
are considered null ami \’oid. Th(‘ debtor may 
clear himself by consigning tla^ sums owing 
from him to his creditor’s account at tho 
Treasury of the dennan Civil Ad mi nisi rati of}. 
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Wlioovor iiilririges, or attt'iii])ts to infringe, tlu' 
r(‘giilations of Article I will bo punished 
aeeording to Marlial Law.” 

On 0(M*(‘m])er 'I'l th(^ nionop('ly of issuing 
bank-notes was transh'rrt'd, by von Ihssing, 
from the Xatiotial Ihmk of liohflunt, to whieli, 
under Ik‘lgian law, it legitimately bolong(‘d, to 
tli(‘ So(‘i(i(' dcncrak do liclgiquc, and atiothcT 
e«)mmissary, tlioiigli this time one of Belgia-n 
nationality, was appointed to the now Depart- 
ment of Issue. In a, not ie(‘ apjxaidc'd to this 


appointed by the Belgian Govi'rfiment.” It is 
superfluous to point out on which side the 
illegali y lay. 

“My Civdl Government,” von Bissing con- 
cluded, “in coo])eration with the Societe 
G6nf'r(t1f\ will also iiupiirti into the measures to 
bo t aken in order to restore tlie General Savings 
Bank and its depositors to possession of their 
property at pr(‘sent unlawfully detained at the 
Ba.nk of Bngland.” The only tneasure under 
this head which is revealed l)y a y)erusal of th© 



BELGIAN WOMEN SAGK-MAKINfJ FO > THE GERMANS IN A FACTORY AT 

BRUSSELS. 


decn'.e, von Bissing as-uined the ])art of t.h(' 
“ hon(\st broker.” He complairuHl bitterly that 
the National Hank had transfern’d its assets to 
Kngland, had refus(*d to nanit tluan to the 
occuj)i(‘d tcaTilory when rt'q nested (by von 
Bis ing) to do so, and laid been so unpatriotic 
1 s to h'lid th(' sanu‘ to tlu^ Belgian Government 
at Havre, “a procedure on the part of the 
National Tkink of HidglntH and the Belgian 
Ministry of h'inan e which was contrary to law 
and statut(‘.” “ For all tlu’se reasons,” the 
Governor-GeiKTal contiimed, “I find myself 
obliged to w'ithdraw from tlu‘ Naiioiud Bank of 
Hchjnini the ])rivilege of issuing bank-notes, and 
tv dei^ose the ( lovernor and Commissary 


“ Bulletin of Laws and Deen'es ” is the appoint- 
ment, as member of tlu' General and F^xcvaitive 
(k)uncils of the Belgian Savings Bank, of a 
certain Dr. HjalmarSehacht, by a decree of von 
Bissing’s dated January 10, H)15. Before the 
war Dr. Schacht w^as “ yaiblicity ” din'c.tor of 
the Dresdner Bank in Berlin. The know- 
ledge that their savings had been consigned, in 
default, to this J'eutonic gentleman’s can', must 
liav(* done much to console the d(‘f)ositors for 
tlie removal of them beyond the sea. 

But. the “ cooperation ” between the G(*rman 
Civil Government and the SocUk Ohtcrale was 
not d(*stin('d to endure, for two years later, on 
September 3, 1910, we find von Bissing address- 
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BHLGIAN .WOMHN LABOUHEKS AT THE MARIEMONT-HASCOUN COAL MINES 
WORKING UNDER GERMAN (GUARDS. 


ing ail ultima! uiii to tlio lattor in lh(‘ following 


1 hnvo, to iiitoita yon (hut I mu.n i.-oM'-iilrr onr iir^o- 
(iatioii.s brolo'M oil’ if you rofii.su to Miluiiit, on your own 
r('-'pon-^il)ilit>', n proposition for t Ijo f iMu-fi'r to CJorm.iiiy 
of your I'altiMcc in paper mariNS. 1 leiuvo ^oiir (hniand 
t«) eoiniaMiiii ate with h' Ha\ r(', and I ^d\'e \oii ti'l 
-Mondax', Si pltiuher t, I'.ild, midnight (CJennan tinie), 
to inform me in pi’eeiso t(‘rm.s wliether you ar«.‘ di'-[>o.-ed 
to traii-'fer your l)idiiue(i in piqx'r-marlvH to (l<Tmaii\. 

It you rctfiHO to S('nd your liahuiee in pap<M’-marUs 
to tlio (e>rm<i.M haule r I hen yon are (aaiduei itiL^ Near 


affaiiN ill a in inner (•(•ntrary to fJerman iideri'sts, nno 
in thiN oa.so I Jiave reeeived a mandate to plaeo yom 
Bank under seipie.sl rat ion. If you oppose seipiestra- 
tion hy pii’sive r» --ist anei', then' will he no eour^i' left 
for nu' Inif. to wind up the It ink hy foree. . . . 

Dnrini' tlie <'onr.-e ot tti-moriow' yiai have tune to 
weip.h the heavy I'yiiseipionees of siieli measures for 
your Ihiiik .iiid for your e«Mintry, I onler yon to cull 
your General ('ouiuil to*inorrow, ho that you may be 
in a position to torwaid me a declaration l^indinuj upon 
them before the i*\piration ot the t inu'dlinit . . . . 

'PIk; pr()f<‘s.sioii of bunking in tho ociuipied 
<<*rritoiy niulor vt»i Hissing’s stow’ni’dsbip hud 
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CIVILIANS IMPRISONED lOR TRIVIAL OFFENjGES EMPLOYED IN 
ROAD-MAKING FOR THE GERMANS. 
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iucoino u form of “working for tlio King of 
Prussia.” A (.•ruder act of fin<in(jia.l tyranny was 
the imposition of the Oerinan mark. On 
Oel.oher ‘h 11)14, Oie following d(‘(.‘ree was 


GERMAN SOLDIERS TILLING THE LAND 
IN BELGIUM. \<g,, 

The Hague Convention of 11)07, eoneerning 
the Laws and Customs of War on Land, is 
explicit on tlie su])jc‘et of War Contribul ions. 
In Article 40 it is laid down that “ if, in addition 
to the taxes ” ])r('viously ])ayal>le to the State, 
“ tho Oee.u])aut levh^s other money contribu- 
tions in th(‘ oceu]hed territory, they shall only 
be applied t.o the needs of (ho Army or of the 
administrat ion of the tcjrritory in question.” 
Jbit this CoiiNcntion, to wliic'li the (hTiuan 
Covernment was ])l(.^dged, was irroconeik'able 
%vitli tlK'ir designs upon Belgian resources, and 
it became evident that von Bissing meditated 
a notahle violation of it when Ih^ published 
(once more in exc*ess of his h'gitimate powers) 


published by von der Coltz : — 

(lurrnau inonoy (coin or pai^x'r) imisl he aecc^ptod a.s 
liMidcr in the Oocnpiod 13(’luian Terrilory, at the rntu. 
until i’urllier notice of 1 Mink ns (In* equivalent of a 
iniiiinlnm of 1.25 FninCN, 

Inasmuch as the (h^rman mark had only Ix'Cii 
wort h 1.15 Belgian francs before^ the war, and 
s(('adily depreciated on tlie international money 
market as the war eontimuMl, this forced 
< urn‘n(^y at an inflatexi value was a comprehen- 
sive confiscation of private property, which 
infring(*d the provisions of the Hague Conven- 
tion of 1907 under Article 40. On November 15, 
1914, von der Coltz had occasion to decree that 
t his compulsory rate of exehaiig(' might not lx? 
repudiated by pri\'ate agreement, and ofi 
]\Iay 22, 1915, von Bissing texjk the com])Ie- 
mentary step of threatening “ any(Mi(^ buying, 
or attem])ting to buy, Trench gold, silvcT, 
nickel or ])a.per at a price in oxec'ss of the 
nominal valiK' ” with “imprisonment for not 
mori' than a year and a fine of not more than 
10,000 francs.” But all these measures of 
s]foliation, though effective, were indirect, and 
wore far from contenting the Occupying Powx»r. 


the following doerc'o : 

Conccrniiuj the Siwirnotiitift of thr Pwvindol Cotnidh'i 
in SperidI Sc.'isum, 

Art. 1. — Tho Proxincial Councils of tlio Belgian 
J*rovinccs aro sninmoiiod by tliosi' presents in spocitti 
session for Saturday, Dict-mlicr 10, 1014, midday 

(German time) . . . 

Art, 3. — . , . Tlio session will bi‘ oponed and closed 
in tlio name of tho Tmporial Gorman Govi^nior-Gcnoral. 

-4r^. 4. — The session will not last inoro than one day. 
Tho .sitting will ho hohind closed cloor.^. 

Tho sole subject of discussion, of vvliich (he aa.scmbly 
is bound to take exclusive cognizance.', is : “Ways and 
moans of mooting the war contribution charged upon 
tho Belgian pojmlation.’* 

Ai'l. 5. — Tho procoodings aro valid without regard to 
tho number of mornbors prosi'iit. 

Baron von Bissincj, 

Governor ’(Jcncrul in Tichjium. 

Brus.scls, December 8, 1014. 

The sequel to the dcjcrcc was an order : 

A War Contribution, amounting to 40,000,000 francs, 
to bo paiil in monthly instalments over tho course of u 
year, is imposed on tho population of J3elgium. 

'I'lio payment of these sums devolves upon the Nino 
Provinces’, which are hold collectively rcsjionsihlc for 
the discliargo of it. 

Tho two first inslalmonts aro to be paid up, at latest, 
on January 15, 1015, and tho following instalments 
on the lOlh, at latest, of each following month, lo (he 
Field Army Treasury of the Tmporial Govornor-GeiK'ral- 
shiii at Bru.ssols. 

In case tho JVovinccs have to resort to the i.ssue of 
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boiicK in onliM' to obtain tlio tniuh noccv^ai^'. llic form 
and terms of those bonds will bo ^oltlod by tln' Imiiorial 
C-ommi.s>,rtry-Qenoriil for the iii Bolp:iuin. 

Bviiov vov IbssiNO, 

(lorcnior-Ut nrral in lii fijinin. 

Brn'^sols. Povt'inln i' ll', llM I. 

^fontli })y mniith from tin* datt' of tlu' onh^r 
Mii> (.Tusbijit^ toll as It was ini(|iiit oiis 

both ill amount ami in asscssnuMit — in amount 
l)i‘causo it. was intinitily in oxim'ss of what wa.s 
roquii-('(l for the administ intion of tin* country 
iind tli(‘ maintenance ol tin* occupyini: ai-m\ , 
‘\ (‘n if t-hu expenses of administ j-at ion fuid not 
hecii <‘OV"eriHl already, as th(‘y were covennl, 
l)\' the ordinary n'veimes of tJu' Beloiin 
P!xeh('(iuer, wdiieh tlie Oermans continued to 
•aisc. It was iniiphtous in its a.ss('ssm<‘nt 
n'causc, to l^etiin with, an important pa.rt of 
U’est Klaiidcrs, one of the Provinces saddhal 
k\ith collective' responsibility, was not in 
h'rma.u lainds, and llu'i'cfort' not anu'iiable t<» 
Ici'man exact. ioie;. But spoliation under tliis 
H'ad had at any rate its definite' limits. A 
'pce'ifie! sum was eliMiianelcd within a specific 


aiul of siu'h a- iiaf lU'o a-< Tie)fc to iiooKc flu- iiiliabil juIs 
ill llio obligation of tnKimr peirt in mililar\ ojk rai ion.'. 
iiuiiinst tlu'ir own connli\. 

Such re'qiii 'itions ami sciA'icc.^ sluill only bes di'mnndcd 
on tin* authority of llic <•< mmiiii'lcr in tlic loeaiils 
occupii'il, 

t 'ontrifnif ioii'? in liind shall a- fjir em iio^sihlo be jiaiil 
for in rcad\ inimcy ; a not, a. itaa'ijit shall bo oi\on, 
ami tho ]>a\inont of I ho ainonni duo shall bo ineoli' as 
soon as nos»,ibIo. 

'IVi this, toei, rje'rmji.ny was pledp^ed, and 
ao.iin lu'i- plctlgi' was ine'ennpaf iblo witli licr 
intontions. It is impossible' f.e) rocnnrili' fliei 
Convention uifJi tlic ])rinci]')Ie' laid dowuiby thej 
(.le'rman He'aelejuarte'is StalTeui Angust 27, 11114: 

'I’lio ]>amKl linn will bo oullod mil to secure llio 
lines of communication and for tlio saijiorvision of 
Ite'lginiii. 'I'Ih' country, jilacod nmlcr (Jciinan adminis- 
tration. will ba\ c to )n-o\ ido lor military icfinirt'rm nf s 
ol all kinds, iti onicr to rc/c ;/ /o Herman terrifnry. 

'Phe' application eif this ])rinciple was tho 
chef (I'tvHnr of (Icrman orpin i/a.t ion in tho 
oejetupie^d te-rritory. Ce'rmany Ji])]^ropriat cd, 
without (‘ompensat ion. tlio total male’rial 
rt'source's of tlu) e^ountry, anel this was done hy 
m('the)dical sfe'ps. 
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nos FOR GERMANY 

imei ; if tlio Provincial cantliorities could raise 
t, the coiuitry was quit. It was incomparably 
('^s onerous than requisitions in kind, which 
hei Cerinan administratiem inflietcd in detail 
all it had stripped Belgium hare. 

K(*quisitions, as well as war contributions, 
ire dealt with in tho llaguei Conve'iition of 11)07, 
mder Article 52, and their limits are defined in 
t eorres])oncling sense*. 

lO'qu'sitions in kind and sorvie-cs, it is set forth, shall 
lot be domamlod from local autheait ii's or inheibitant -■ 
‘xrept for tlio miod'; ot tlio Army of O'ciipat ion. 'J’licy 
hall bo in proportion to the lesoiircos of the couiitrw. 


REAKHD IN BELGIUM. 

The first stop was tn preihiliit exports — the 
export of “horses, cattle, ))igs, sheeq) and all 
kinds of foodst uffs,” feir insf ance', by a de'e'H'O 
ed' Septembe'r .‘10, 1014, and of “ all kinds cjf 
fodeler ” by a de*eree of Decembf'r 27. “ Dis- 

obedience,” it was annnuiiee'd. ” will bo 
piinislie'il by e-einfise'at iein.” * 

* J'he opposite* jiolny was mloptcil iri the cii'^e- of 
articles of which the Central JOinfiirc.s ])osscs^cd a Mirj>lns. 
Kor oxamjilo, on De.'cemhejr 10, iOll, you Biasing 
signed a eleereo forbidding tlio import of salt into tho 
oeciipicd territory from eoiiiitrii's at w ar w itli CJcrnuiny, 
thus giving a inonojioly of imoort to (ho Cox'maii aiid*^ 
Aii':l nun salt-urodncertt. 
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Tho second step was to take a eensiis of all 
that the country coiitairii*d. Heturiis of agri- 
'Jiiltural prodii(*(* wore deinandod by von dor 
Ooltz ill a d<Ma'e(‘ of Novel ii her 1, 1914 : Pro- 
duce not notified within a t(}rm of 10 days will 
\)o conliscated. The public is reminded, by 
tlie pn‘seiit notice, of tho prohibition upon 
<*xports aln'iuly in force.” On December 11 
the sanv(‘ ordiM* was extended to “benzine, 
])etrol, glycerine, oils and tats of all kinds, 
raw rubber and rubber wast<0, pneumatic 


(‘ommodities was placed under the control of 
the Commissary at Brussels of tho Berlin 
Ministry of War, under sanct ion of confiscation, 
finally. Art icle III. enacted that : — 

'I’lin t'ijinmi--.--arv of tlio Mioistry of War may tlccido 
that stocks of any of tha f-umnioditic's cnumrratt^il in 
Art. 1 aro to l)o ceded in full property eitlicr to tho' 
(.Jcrintiii lOrnpiro or to a third party, in ndnrn for I heir 
nionoy value. The vnhic of the coimnoditicH \rill be 
.srltlrd (Ir/iiiiti Iff hff a conint fs.sifjti appohiff d by the Ministry 
of War at Jirrlin. 

Thus tho Gorman principle of Requisitions 
amounted to tliis, that G('rma.ny plact'd an 



KHQUISrnONEI) CATTLlh 


aut<»mohile t yres,” jtiid oIIkm’ commodit it‘s. 
“'flic military authority is to (h'cide whether 
the goods notified slinJI he bought- or left free* 
for eoiiimei'ce and [irivate use. In ease of 
omission to notify, the goods will Ix^ eoiifiseati'd 
to th<‘ protit of till' State, a.ud the offender 
punished by tlu* milita-i’y authority.” On 
.hmuarv 2“), lOlo, again, both order and 
pt'iia-lty wort' ap])li(*d to a eoiii]>r(‘!iensi ve list 
ol iiu'tals, this tina* uiiamliiguunsly “with a 
vi(‘w to e\(‘ntual purchase.” 

Hut th(‘ third step ha.d already been ta.k(‘n in 
a d.‘ere<‘ of October 2t), 1911. The lirst, article 
ot this decn'c wms an ennnu'rat ion of mahadals 
a.nd commodit i('s ot evtay conci*iva,hle kind, 
which was atterwards Ijirgidy augmented by 
deert'es of No\i‘ml)i‘r 1.') and l)eeoinh(‘r 29.* 
\^y the si'eond a.riielt‘ tlie export of idl these 

♦ And hy constant ^.nh'^-Miur-nt decree., , oii 
Oeloher 7 1010 (cotnponnds of sulphur); on A\JKnsl 10 
* ndOetoher 17, It) 10 (rul)l).'r) ; on April 22 and Septein- 
her 3(1, 1010 f^toel). 


embargo on the total wea-ltli of the* o<‘eupie<l 
territory, inadt^ an inventory of it- at leisure, 
and then conqx'lh'd the private owners of it 
to part with anything that the G(*rma.n Govi'rn- 
ineiit or private (Jerman linns (tlic» “third 
parties” provided for) l)a.d a mind to lake, in 
rtduiTi for whatever etanponsatioii, in whalever 
form and at whatever date, the German Ministry 
of \Va.r saw fit to assign. And (his requisitioning 
was merely a su[)plem(‘nt to tlie indiseriminate 
pillage of th(' t hree months of invasion, a.nd to 
the direct eonlrihution in money which was 
wrung out of the country, month hy month, so 
long as the oeenpatinn endured. 

Th(‘s<* g(‘neral .lh‘([iiisitioning Decrees vveri' 
act(‘d upon energeti(^ally. Every timht'r nier- 
cliaut, for exaiiqile, in the occiqiied t(‘rriti>ry 
was scTvcfl with tin* following notice - 

\\ h{i.(«‘vcr stock yon hold, oithci* on your own account 
or on other pooplo’s, of five to nino or-iitimcl ro pine 
joists, «»f tho maximum iDroadth and not less than four 
metres in longlli, or of pinn planks, likowdso of the 
uiixim im hr<*ad(h jiufl not less tluui h)ur metres in 
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length by rtp[)n>\ituati-*ly ' 2 ^ coiit iiiit-l t hiLknf.'.s, 
iiro soizoil «)r roquisitioiiod by tho (jtM-inJui Army Dopart- 
moiit, and will shortly bo exported to (.Jrnnany. 

You are responsible tor the preservation, warrant 
si!id instiranco of tho goods. The price null hr. Jixnl 
Inter by the Ministry of [I'or at Jlcrlin. 

Thoro wore certain things in lielgimu wliicdi 
tho Germans covtded particularly. (Quantities 
of horses, for instance, of tho famous Jiclgian 
l>reed wore stolen during the invasion, and in 
(Jetober, 1914, a special (Commission was sent, 
by the Ministry of Agricultun* at Ih'rlin to lay 
hands on the rest. This ( .ommission toured th(‘ 
occupied territory methodically and heltl 
com]Julsi)ry insjMMjtions of horses from i)laco to 
place. The following proclamat ion is a spticimen 
of lh<‘ir work : — 

Hrarml I for Horsrs. 

'I’lu' (Jniniili- 'inn t'l »f tilt' pillt.'hiisti nt hoiWS will hit 
on Monday, NovcmlnT al, .‘i o’t lock (4 o’clork Clennan 
tmit'), at ill'-' (Jrjoid’ I’ljn-t*, 44nullii."'. 

.Ml liM.ruOh!=: anti haitlli' lior'.i'.-., a'l wt'll a.s yoarliiiy 
ttijilh, ruii.sL bo bronulit bt'lnro I hi' ( ^lrnIni■'■sion. 

ICarne^s lior.sc.'’, it ])0'sililo, be provi<lod with 

tlit'ir working liarness. I’lirtL'Iui'i'-. will bn j)aid for in 
rnady mont'y a.. I witlmnl njb.Ht'. 

lire Ofi [(.''KH IN OitAittii; of rni; (JcsrinT, bij-or for 

IloltSK^. 

Tor (hr (Icrnnin ( roremor-t tcncrnhhi p. 

\n\ p I'soMS iifirlnel ini: to bring tlu'ir liorst's bofnr<' 
till' ( .’oin'ni.h.'ioti will bn liable to have their st-ock requi-i- 
tiont'i without (‘t)tnpt'ii''<'it ion. 

'PI to ln)i’.>rs so si'izrd \\ ciT I ra.ns])orl <‘d to 
Gorman\' a,nd sold at iiuction to t he (Icrmsin 
ftirmers under th(' Ministry of Agricult.un‘’s 
tius|)ices. The ( h‘rman lunvspapers in tla^ winter 
of 1914 o wore full of advertisements of such 
sa,les. Another object of ('{ermati covctousne.ss 
was th(' sttiiiding timber, (‘spcciidly^ ^valnnt 



KKOLIISniONEI) METAL. 

whicli wtis f(‘lh‘d w herever found, whetlier it was 
the ])roperty of tht' Sl titc', of the Communes, or 
of private individiuils. Letither wtis alstj miieh 
soiiglit jifter, iind, later on, jigtiin, it wtis found 
tlm.t the rails and rolling-st oek of tlie Ihdgian 
light, railways (choinins do fer vicinaux) servt'd 
excellently for bringing up ammunition to the 
({(‘rmtiii jirtilbay ou tho western front. This 
network of light r{i.ilwa.N’s laid ht'cii laid in 
Ikdgium during rccc'iit. years at ji grc’tit ea.|)ital 
outlay, and was an integral factor in th(‘ 
eount ry’s eeonomie life, it brought t in' jtroduefs 
of intensive agricultun^ to th(‘. urhiui nairkets 
tind enalded tho workmen to retich the mines 
jind fa('tori(‘s froiii the villages in a w ide radius 
round. Ihit the (.h'rmans did not liesittiteto 
dismtititlo these rtiilwtiys in one section of the 
oecnpied territory after anollier. An (waai 
mon* deadly form of spolitition was the seizure 

1 
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of machinery jowhich was simply removed from 
private factories in Belgium and sent by rail to 
(llerinany to be set up in factories there. Textile 
machinery was especially raided, much of it 
being extremely costly and also impossible to 
replace within any calculable period ; so that 
the industry of the country was crippled, and 
tlie industry of Germany correspondingly 
strengthened, by an act of sheer robbery, not 
only for the duration of the war, but for the 
period of reconstruction to follow. 

. These seizures were robbery in the precise 
sense of the word. The Hague Convent ion pre- 
scribes that “ contributions in kind shall as far 
as possible be paid for in ready money ; if not, 
a receipt shall be given, and the payment of the 
amount due shall he made as soon as possible.” 
Payment in ready money was indeed fraudu- 
lently promised in many of the German decrees 
and proclamations under which tho seizun's 
were mad<'. But when the goods were in the 
Germans’ hands, the owners wen* invariably 
paid in vouclu^rs only, and tlu^se only for a 
fraction of the rc'al value of the “ requisitiom^d ” 
object. Owners of horses, for iiistaiKje, were 
given vouchers for half, a third, or a quarter of 
the current price*. ; owners of trees were given 
vouchers for 10 francs for timber worth 100 to 
1 50 francs in tho market. Owners of inacliinery 
wore often given no vouchers at all. 

Those various branches of robbery w’ore 
consolidated into ono system by von Bissing in 
the following proclamation, dated January 13, 
1915 : 

lii piirsiiiiiico of my prochimation of llio Dtli insl. 
I luwo onlen'd tlint, from Jjuumry lo, 1915, onwards, 
ill llio part <»l Bol^iinin imdiw Uovornmont, rorpiisi- 
lions without payment in ready raonoy shall not, as ;i 
rule, be maile. 

If, in ox«*optional cases, payment in ready money i> 
iinpossildo and tho reijuisition imvort heless iiidispens- 
ahlo in tlio interests of tlio (military) service, a forinid 
roqnisitioti v<meher will h(> .\> far as jiossi))le, 

printed forms made out as below nill bo used for this 
purposr , 


Rcquisitin)}. Voucher. 

Tho undorsigned declares hereby that X., 
at on tho , 191 has, upon requisi- 

tion, delivered to the (lerman Army good 

to the xahie of — — . 

(Sum in words). 

Specification of goods delivered. 

(Stamp.) (Dale.) 

(Signature, rank and unit.) 
Payable at the Treasury of tho Military 
(lovc>rnirient of the Province 
at 


Vou aro e.xpressly reminded that only those, ronchers 
will be honoured which shall have been yiven after 
January 14, 101, 5. 


For Brussolp, special regulations aro in force. 

This order docs not apply to the wholesale stocks of 
qoods detaincAl by the Military Administration at Antwerp 
and various other places. For these, special measures 
will he taken. 

This prochimation, in which von Bissing 
professed to regulate tho paym(*nt of requisi- 
tions in reiuiy money, simply confirmed the 
robbery already practised. Tho prico of his 
promise of cash ptiyment in future was the 
repudiation of payment of any kind for goods 
seized in tho X)a.st — nof only during tho three 
months of invasion, hut during tho first two 
months and a lialf of peticeful occupation under 
his own and von dcr Goltz’s govorimicnt. And 
15 veil this shadowy promise for the future was 
only extended to a fraction of the property 
threatened, for tin*. gr<*at bulk of the available 
resoiu’cos of tho occupied territory was con- 
centrated ill tlio stocks at Antwerp and other 
jilaces whicli were specially excepted from the 
provisions of the de(5reo. 

On March 18, 1915, tho Acting President of 
tho Antwerp Chamber of Commerce addressed 
a report on the seizure of those stocks to the 
rnt(‘r-Communal Cornmitteo of tho City, in 
which tho following table of Koqiiisitions was 
worked out , up to date : — 


Valuo in j j 

Matcri.-il. francs of goods Price. | Payment, 
roquisitioncil j 


Grain 

1 18,000,000 

1 Settled . . 

1 Made 

Lins(‘(sl . . . . 

2,150,000 

1 Settled* at 
2."> percent, loss 

1 Made 

Oil-caki‘s . . . . 

.>.000,000 
(whole stoek) 

Satisfaetmy 

i 

Made in part 

Nitrates .. .. 1 

i 

1,000,01)0 
(whole stoek) 

j Not settled 

Not made 

Animal andVegr- ' 

(i.OOO.OOO 

1 Not settled 

Made In part 

tal)lc Oils 

(whole stoek) 1 

Petrol ami Mineral 

3, 000, 000 

1 Settled for 

Made for the 

Oils 

tho most 
part 

most part 

Wool 

<{.000,000 

Not settli-d 

Not. made* 

Cotton 

1,300,000 

Not settled 

.Not made 

Ilublx'i 

10.000,000 

Not settled 

Not made 

FonMjjii lasithor 

20,000,000 

Not settled 

Not made 

Hair 

l,l.")0,000 

■Not settled 

Not made 

Ivo: V (luxuries) 

78.5.()()0 

Not settled 

Not madt! 

Wood 

500,000 

Settled for 
the most 
part 

.Not sett led 

Made for the 
most part 

Cocoa 

2.O00.0OO 

Not m.ach; 

Coffee 

27.'>,000 

Not settled 

Not imtde 

Kiee ... 

2,000,000 

■ Settled . . 

Not made 

Wines ... 

1,100,000 

Partly settled 

Paitly made 


Tlie total caini* to 85,090,000 francs, of which 
only 20,000,000 francs had been paid ; and of 
the 65,000,000 francs still owing, 60,000,000 
represented tii(5 valin* of goods for which tho 
price had not yet Ikmui settled by the Ministry 
of M'ar at Bei'lin. 'riieso w’cn* tlu* figures 
wln*ii .Antwerp liad not yet been .six months 
in (Jerman hands. 

The President f>f the Chamber of Cojnni(‘rco 
flirt her pointed out in his Report that the figures 
in question only concerned stocks of raw 
materials, and did not touch the requisitions. 
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from Belgian industrial concf^rns, of raw 
materials, plant, and manufactured products, 
iiur again the requisiti<)ns of manufactured 
products from tho warehouses of the great 
im])ortmg and exporting firms. Since Antwerp 
was one of the most important centres of dis- 
tribution for the Kuropean Continonf-, the 
goods in bond there were of great bulk and 
diversity matches, type-writers, children’s 
toys, motor-ears, ingots of metal, bales of 
cotton, wool and jute, colonial and tropical 
products.” Tlies(^ goods were carried off 
whol(‘salo to (Germany. And when the 
(h'rmans did not find it convenient to trans- 
port tliem for the moment, they placed tliem, 
until further notice', under embargo. The 
stocks thus Jield up and withdrawn from 
trade and industry wort' in some cases far 
larger than tliose actually taken. By tlui 
table, for inst.anci', tlu' Cermans had contented 
thems('lves wdth r('([uisitioning 275,000 francs 
worth of coll'ee, but tlu'y liad placed the total 
stock in Antw’c'rp undc'r embargo, and the value 
of this was 00, 000, 000 francs. 

But that was not I lie Iknit of German t‘X|)loita- 
tion. Having drained Belgium of ht'i* material 
wealth, the Occupying Power laid hands on 
her human labour, and this second held of 
sj)oliation was delilx'rately approached through 
t hi^ first. In st ripping Belgium of Ikt resources, 
the Germans brought about tho ])aralysis of 
her e(!oiioinic life. Her fat^torif's had to shut 
d(nvn, her workmen wen' thrown out of 
employment, and unemployment gave the 
prelext for deportation. 

The history of the Belgian Dej^ortations -- 
tho infamous d(‘er('e of 0(*tober 5, IDIG, th(' 
steps by which the ()(;cupying Authorities 
caleulatingly prepan'd for it, and IIk^ inhuman 
fashion in w Inch they carrietl it out — arc beyond 
tho province of the present (dia.pter. Jt shall 
only be stated here that in tin* J)eportations 
the G('rmans hiund tin* limit - not of their 
violencM' and injusti(!(', nor of their phy.sical 
pow'c'r, for they could deport. th(> Belgians’ 
bodies as (uisily as tl\eir goods but the limit 
of thf'ir w ill-])ower over th(* wills of other men. 

From b('giiming t(» end of the (German 
Occupation, the will of the Belgian people 
was ne\er broken. On the contrary, it 
recovered from the shock of the first treacherous 
onslaught, ’ and hardened under the pressure 
of the polico-rc'gimo which von der Goltz 
and von Bissing imposed! Every class and 


profession, every corporation ( 5 ind institution, 
found its leader, often its martyr, to uplift 
its spirit. The ICing and Queen, driven from 
tlio Belgian capital, but never from Belgian 
.soil, were an inspiration to tho wholo nation 
on both sides of the Yscr. Brussels gave her 
Burgomaster Max. By September 20, 1914, 
INIax was deported to a Silesian fortress — his 
eoolness, courtesy, and unflinching fortitude 
in office were too damaging to Gorman prestige 
— but in five weeks he had set the communes 
and municipalities a standard which they 
sustained for years. The Bar gave Theodor, 
the senior counsel to tho Brussels Court of 
Appeal. M. Theodor was dcqiorted to Ger- 
many without trial, and was only released 
after seven months imprisonment, by the 
interv(‘ntion of the King of Spain. His 
health was broken, but ho luul made a j)r()test 
against tho usurpation of judicial j)owers 
w’hieh the (^lerman Administ rat ion eoukl nob 
livo <low’n. '^riio Church gave IMercier, who 
upheld a frec'dom of spot'ch which tlu^ German 
censorship could not countervail, and published 
indictnK'nts which no Govt'rnor-Gencral could 
answer. The working-class gave tlu^ striluTs 
who ri'fused to work for th(5 Gert)ian Army at 
Malines and butt re and Swev^'ghem, and the 
<‘xiles wJio sang their national hymns in tho 
trains that w'('r(^ carrying tlu'm to Gt'rmany. 
This national will could never be bent to 
(lermaji servie<*, or brought to acknowledge 
tho title of the Occupying Pow’er. Two 
spiritual forces wc'rc face to face, and th (3 issiio 
betwwn them w^as c'xpressed, again and again, 
ill the uttorancos of thoir protagonists. 

Thus s])ako von der Golt/. : — 

'I'ho (Jfnaiiii Kmf)ir(‘. .AiislriH-Ihinf'ary and 'I'lirkt'y 
iir<‘ not to bo ooiitjidf roil, ns ro;^iird^ tho ()((_Mjj)i(Ml 'I’f'rri- 
tciiy of hclj^inm, as foroi^ri or onorny juj-wors. . . . 

Anyone, Ihoroforo, who attcMiipts lo liiinlor by «’oii- 
slraint, throats, ])('rsuji>ion, or otbor moans, in tho 
porfimnanoo of work dostinod for I ho (Jorina?i Autho* 
rilios, a.ny p<‘rso7)s williiiL; lo porform such work, or any 
coni rnrtors commissioned by the (Serman Anthoritioa 
to perform such work, will l>o [)nni.sbod witli imprisun- 
mcnl . 

'Pbe Military 'rribnmils aro alono ompowerod to take 
connizuinro of inisdtanoanours under this hoad. . . . 

Hatiox von i>kr (hn.TZ, Field- Marshal, 

(Jovertior-Gcneral in Belgium. 

Jh'Usscls, NovembtT 4, 1914. 

Thus, again, spake von Bissing : — 

'riio Chief of tho Arrondissement of Maline.s has in- 
fomiod mo that his proclamation of May 2r> (1915) 
has not induced a sutlicient numbor of skilled workmen 
to return to wmrk at tho Arsenal. ... I am, thore- 
foro, obliged to punish tho town of Malines and its 
neighbourhood, by stopping all moans of communication 
until a sulficiont numbor of workmen at the Arsenal 
have returned to w'ork again. 
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J, Ihoreforc, decide that: 

If by Wodnosflay, Juno 2, at 10. a a.ia. ((ioriuau 
time), 500 of the Avorkinoii forruoiJy oinployod at tho 
Araonal ... do not prosont thonistilvos for work, tho 
following restrictions upon commuuicaiion will cnino 
into force on Juno 3, at 0.0 a.m. : 

(A) Tho llailvvjiy Autliorilios will prrvrnt any pas- 
sengers truvolling from tho hdlowiiig stah'ons. . . . All 
(tivnlittiis will ho forhidden, under threal of imni.^hinml, 
to sot foot in tho stations in (|uestion. 

(B) All vehicular tnillie, hieyc-le, and motor trallic or 
Iralfu'on waterways a.nd light-railways, including ( hrou>.-li 
l rathe, will ho f«irhiddou ui the following area. . . . 
riio rails of the light-rail\\a\ s will be taken up at tho 
lioiiiidarii's of the area thus delimited. . . . 

(D) d'he Bassjiort <)l11ee will be closed. 


With regaril to tlii'^ matter, I lierehy gi\o notice that 
I shall repress, by every means in my j)ower, such con- 
spiracies, which can only disturb the pood underslainlinp 
existing up to the present moment between the said 
ollicials and the population. 

1 shall liold the communal autliorities responsible in 
the first place for tlic increase of such (endeiu-ios, atul I 
iiirtluu* give notice that the peopio themseUes will be to 
l)buno if tho liberty hitherto ai'i'orih'd them in the widest 
fashion has to be taken from (lu*m and replaced by 
restrictive measures rciideretl necessary by tla'ir own 
fault. 

(Signed) 

I.Tin TENANT-dKNKltAL Coi NT VON WkSTAUP, 
The ComtnamU r oj the 

Ohoiit. June 10. VM:,. 



STRIPPING BELGIUM OF HER TIMBER. 


It the (M.'oiioinic life of .Malmes ainl tie' neiglibourliood, 
whicli 1 have taken special pains to foster, shonhl sulTer 
gravely from tho measures aforesaid, the fault and the 
responsihility will lie with tho workers at the Arsenal, 
in being so short-sighted as to lot thomselvc-- beinlluenecd 
by agitator-. 

The ( lovornor-CUuienils were, liowover, mm- 
.sfcitutionalists compaml wit h tlio (‘(u iiinniK Jan ts 
ill tlio ‘‘ Ktappon-Zone ” under j)tjrcly inilitarv 
rulr. ITore is a proclamation of .Imu^ 10, 1915, 
by von Westarj), Etappon-ivotnmandant of the 
great Flemish city of Glu'iit ; - 

By order of his Excellency the lii-'pcctor ot the Depot, 
I bring the following to the notiee of the communes. 

Tho attitude of t^ertain faetories which. imdiT the 
pretext of patriotism and ndying upon'rhe Hague (.'on- 
vention, hav'c refused to work for tho (lerman Army, 
proves that amongst the population there a, re tendencies 
aiming at tho creation of dfrticiilties for the otHciuls ot tin* 
Oerman Army. 


Ihit von Westarp was surpassed hy lii.s 
<*ollcaguc, llopfcr, at Tournai. Hopfer had 
calh'd on tJic ^lunicipM.lity to furnish him with 
51 list of uucm]jIoycd, to bi* deported to (leriuany 
5md nuidc to work in Gen nan servict* then*, jind 
the Muni(dp5\lit.y lm.d eourti*ously but tiriuly 
ivfu.sed ‘‘ to provide jxrms,” 5is it expressed it, 
“for use 5ig5iinst its own eliildren.” To tin's 
munieipiil ^'solution General Hoi)ter iiuidi* the 
following n‘[)ly : — 

'J’oiirnai,. O< loh<*r 23, 10 IG. 

\o. 17 10b 

Mob. Kt. K.S. dcs IB IK. 

Punitive 'Paxation. 

[Ifrf. Your letter of October 20tli, HUG. .No. 7158.) 

Tu permitting itself, through the medium of Municipal 
Resolutions, tti oppose Uio orders of the Oerman Military 
Authorities in the occupied territory., the City is guilty 
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)t an iiiioxuinplotl arro^iunct* iiiid ot a coinplrtt* inisMiidt'r- 
.tantlin>4 <>t tlio silinitioii t l)y tlu* state ol wiir. 

'i’hn “ eienr anil simple situation” is in reality the 
ollowing : - 

Tho Military Authorities order the (Mty to obey. 
)thervviso the (’ity must hi'ar the lieavy eonse(|ueuee'^, 

1 ha\'e pointed out in my previous I'xplanat ions, 
i'he (Jeneral (Vjmniandin^ t tie Ai'iny luis inflieted 
ai the ('ity — on account ot its retusal, u[) to date, to 
urnish the lists demanded -a punitive coid rihut ion 
)t 200, 0(M) marks, which must he paid within the next 
ax tlays, t)e; 4 innin^ with to-day. ’I’hi' (Jeneral also adds 
that until such time as all the lists dennmdi'd are in 
lii.s ha, nils, tor every day in arrear, lietrirmin^' witli 
Deeotnher .‘list, 1910, a sum ol 20,000 marks will he 
paid hy the (Aty. 

(Si^misl) 

Hi)i*Fi<:n. .\lo/nr-( irtirraf 

Kta p pvn - K oni n> titiiht x t . 

Tims the (Jernians ditJ their worst, hut tlu* 
Bel^iaii.s knew how to det(‘a,t them. At Mtilines, 
for insttinee, not a single workman returni'd to 
tlie Arsentil, and aft(T 10 days von Ihssin^ 
liad to remove his interdict, ht'canse th(‘ siis|)('n- 
sion of tnilhc wtis prevcmtin^ his own pjarrisons 
in the n(‘ighl>onrhood from n'ceivinpj their 
snp|)li(‘s, and t h(‘ Ltindst nrnu*rs were tinwillin^ 
to go short in order that Helgitin workmen 
niiglit. be " Itrought to reason.” Wtn Jhssing 
coven'd his retriuit w itli ti lit* and a, tlireat : 

d.v .slijfirifoif. nutnl rr of ustrkwvu hare now pnsvnh il 
th'on .wires at the rathraif wtirkshops at .Malhies, the 
mea-un's of coi'reion decreed hy my (iroclamat i«»n ot 
May .‘10 last will he di'.cont inued from midnight on the 
ni;^lil of .June 11-12. I reserve to myselt discretion lor 
instaulaneoiisly restoring" thi'so measures to torce ii the 
m..nh(‘r should diminish a;.;nin to such an extent a,s to 
im[)ede, in the shops, the work necessary for tin* inain- 
tenance of t rathe on the llekdan railways. 

I'hit the trnt h was know n all over tlie occupied 
territory within a week, tind w«is emphasized 
by another victory for the workmen at Sw'ev(»g 
bent, near Conrtrai, wliere they w’(T(* bt'ing 
treatc'fl to th(' same tactics, bi'canse tluw 
refus(‘d to make })arl)(*d wire for tlu' (Jerman 
t riMiches on the Western Front. Von Ih’.ssing 
actually (‘ut off coinmunicatioiis at Sw t'Vt'ghem 
on the .saiiK' day tli it he allowt'd trailic to ])e 
resunu'd again at Malines, and tlH‘ Ihirgomastta’ 
of till* (’oinmune was compelled to sign a 
proclamation in the following terms 

First -Lieutenant son der Knesehe«-k, the I'happen- 
Kommandaat, otjnst rains t he lluruonnist <*r of Sweve^rhem 
to ur;;e tho workmen at the wire factory of M. Ilakaeri 
to on with their work, and to explain to them (hat .i 
matter vital to tlio (^tmmiine is at stake. The workmen 
may rest assured that, after the war, they will inenr im 
respon,^p,j]jly eontinned their work in the 

^ire factory, eonsiderin^ that thi'y have been foned 
to do .so by tlio (Jorman military aulliorilv. If there 
i^hould bo any responsibility, I take it entirely upon 
niy.self. Jf work i.s started again, all punishments will 
cease. 

Th. d’uovi:. 

JJunjotnaster. 


Ihit the workmen read hctw(M‘n lh(' Ihirg«)- 
masti'r's lint's, and the only responsibility which 
weighed with them wtis out* whit'll neither hi^ 
nor llu' lOtappt'n-Kommandant eoiild ttike off 
their shonklers. Ftu’ tht*m th<‘ “ vital matter 
at slaki' ” was to do tlu'ir duty as citizens of 
Ht'lgium, and tlu'v iniiintaiiu'd their rt'sistanee 
till tlu'y ht'at tht' ( Jovt'rnor-t lent'ral as signally 
as tiu'ir comrades in tin* niilwiiv^ sho[)s at 
Maliiu's. 

'rill* (h'rmaiis wer<‘ diseomtited in little 
things and hig. A little tiling was tlie prohihi 
tion against wearing, “ t'ven in an iin])rovoeat ivt' 
mannt'r,” tht' colour., of 15elgiiim anti ht'r Allit's, 
which ])rothict‘tl a festival of ivy leavt's lk*l- 
ginnrs national trt't'. The ivy leav^es wt're stiltl 
in the strt't'ts ; tht'v wt'rt' worn in hats anti 
l)iitton-ht)lt‘s ; tht' horses hatl them tm their 
harne.ss ; anti tht' ( {t'rma,ns had to shut their 
eyt's. A procla-mation against ivy leaves woiiltl 
havt' ht't'ii too embarrassing a document for 
von Hissing's “ Hulk'tiu of J..aws and Decrees.” 

A hig tiling was tht' vit'tory of ('ardiiia.1 
Mereii'r, in his Pastoral Lt'ttf'r of ( 'liristinas, 
ltM4. Ill this addrt'ss to tht' elt'rgy of his 
tliot'ese,t he ( ^irtlinal inatle a ])reeist',tlt>t'nmt'ntetl 
stati'inent t)f some tif the crimes of tlii' (lermaii 
Invasion, eontlemnetl (lu'in in rt'sl raint'tl anti 
uiiaiiswerahle words, anti bath' his lellow- 
coiuitrymt'ii ta,k»‘ courage in the magiiiliet'iif 
saerilict* whit'h tht'ir country hatl ma-tle, anti tin* 
liotK's of restoration which the future heltl in 
store. 

As .st)oii as a eop\' of this J^istoral cann' uiuler 
t ilt' (h'rmaii ant hoi'it i(‘s’ eyi's, they arrt^sLt'ti tht' 
tlioet'.saii printer t)f I he Archhishoprie t)f Malint's 
anti eoiulemnt'd him to a lint* of oOO marks, tir 
imprisonnu'iit, for 110 tlays. Pen juisit ions worij 
inatle for piihlishetl (topic's at, ^lalini's, Aritwt'rp, 
Hrnsst'ls, and t'\(*n in the \'illa,ges ; tin* eiirAs 
wen* forliitldeii to rt'atl tht* k'ttt'r from tht' 
j>ulj>it, anti st'veral wt'n* ariesto 1 for rt'fusing 
to pk'tbn' tlu'inselves not to dn so. On Satur- 
tla\, .lannary 2, PM.’), an tillit'ial summons 

rt'acht'tl the Fartlinal to appear l)t‘fore the 
( Jovernor-deneral the same morning. On 
Sunday, .lamiary .4, tht* Ooverrmrd It'iieral 
forbatJt* him, hy tt'k'grani, to gt) to Antwt*rp, 
when* he was to havt* ct'lehratt'tl a st'rviee in 
tlie ( 'at ht'tiral. On .Nlontla,y, damiary 4, a 
(ierman t)f1ieer hantk'tl him a, memorandum 
from the ( Jovt*riior-( h'neral, in which von 
J^i.ssing pul on rt'ford, among otht'r things, that 
tht* permission fonnt'rly gnintetl to Cardinal 
Mercier to visit liis fellow -bishops in Belgium, 
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and at every crisis in the liistory of the Occupa- 
tion the Cardinal made his voice Jioard as 
courageously as in the last lays of 1914 ; but 
perhaps nothing ho subsequently said or wrote 
expressed so powerfully as the following 
sentence's in that first Pastoral letter the spirit 
against which German methods could not 
prevail : — 

The rights of conscience are sovereign. It would 
have been unworthy of us to take refuge in a more show 
of resistance. 

Wo do not regret our first enthusiasm ; wo are proud 
of it. Writing, in a tragic hour, a solemn page of our 
national history, wo have desired that page to bo sincere 
arul glorious 

We shall know how to endure, as long as endurance 
is necessary. , . , 

Trial, in the hands of the Divine Omnipotence, is a 
two-edged sword. Tt yon rebel against it, it will wound 
you to jleatb ; if you bow yojii* head and accept it, it 
will hallow you. . . . 

Let us earn our liberation. T.ct us hasten it by 
our courage, even more than by the prayers of our 
lips. . , . 

The Power which has invaded onr soil and momen- 
tarily occupies the greater part of it, is not a l<*gitimato 
authority. I’lierefore, in the secret of your heart, 
you owe it neither esteem, nor attachmenl, nor obedi- 
ence. 

The only legitimate Power in Belgium is that which 
belongs to our King, to His Government, and to the 
Representatives of the Nation. 'J’he King is the only 
authority wo ackiiowledge. Ho alone has a right to 
the affeetion of onr hearts, and to our loyalty 




My permission 0/ '■ Land an i Water. 

THE PROMISE. 


From the Cartoon by Rouis Raemaekers. 

The British Government has repeatedly assured Belgium that 
we shall never sheath the sword until she has recovered all 
and more than all that she has sacrificed. 


wtiH now wit hdrawn. Von Hissing’s last move* 
was a comnmniqudf launched from his Press 
Bureau, to the effect that “ Cardinal Mercier's 
pastoral letter had been subjected to no 
restrictions,” and this th(* Cardinal answered by 
a circular letter in Latin to his clergy, dat^d 
January 10, in which he exposed von Hissing’s 
coimnunique as “contrary to the truth.” 

TJio following proclamation, posted in Alost 
and other towns of tlic Occupied Zone, shows 
h<nv the ( hTinans sought, at all costs, to silence 
Mercier’s voice : — 

I'hr Burgomaster is to inform tho cures of the com- 
mune that they may not rt'iid t^irdinal Mereicr’s Pastoral 
Letter aloud, inasmuch as it may neither bo printed nor 
put in circulation. The leaflet in whi<‘h the (^irdinal 
testifies that ho has not withdrawn anything in his 
Pastoral Letter is to bo destroyed. Tho Kommandantur 
is under orders to inflict severe penalties in tho case of 
any infringement of this proclamation. 

The German Kommandantck. 

Alost, January 2.‘L Bllfi. 

The CJormans were right, it was worth their 
while to strii) off the tnask and expose tlieir 
own methods in Helgium for tho lie and tyranny 
that they wore, if they could by any means 
prevent Cardinal Mercier from revealing to his 
countrymen and tho world tho Helgian people’s 
unoonquered soul. The Cermans were beaten, 
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I N an earlier chapter* an aeeount has been 
si veil of the wonderful strides which werc^ 
made <luring the early months of (he war 
in t h<M’<M*ognition an<l treniment of disease. Tt 
wa«s siiown tliat- tlie chii'f taxeiny in those days 
xvas blood poisoning in wounds, of which indctnl 
tluTe was a great epidemic extending over the 
whole h]iiropean continc'iit, an<l it was c‘x- 
plainoil in \\ hal mariner tliat <‘pi<lcmif^ was 
brought under control. Again, tlic work 
aiM'omplislied against [ircv'cntable disi^ascs like 
typhoid fever was descrilied and an ac*connt 
was gi\(*n of tlie very successful mission iiiiika* 
Lieut .-( \>Ionel Leipi^r to tind out the cause of 
Billiarzia in Fgypt. 

These »*arly efforts, as was imlicatcd, saved 
the Army from an\' si’rious harm by <1isease ; 
th<‘y laid the foundations for fiitun^ work; 
they were an inspiration and an cncoiiragc- 
iHcnt to the host of toilers in this most impor- 
tant and difTicult field. Tt is unnecessary to 
refer again to tlie vital ehara<*ter of the infor- 
Tnation which they furnislu'd, hut if a clear idea 
of later developments is to be gained some 
indication must be given r»f the^ directions in 
which that information was faulty. 

Tn the first place it was soon (widiait that, 
though the epidemic of blood poisoning in 
wounds had been controlled, it liad not been 
mastered. Valuable lives w'ore still bc^ing lost 
in spit<3 of all precautions, and none of the 
~ C^hapter XCV [ 1. 

Vol. XI, — Part 132. 


methods d(‘vis(*d had ntta-incfl to the ideal which 
every surg<‘on saw ck^arly in front of him. 

'^rhanks to tlie res(Mirclu‘s of Sir Almroth 
Wright, many misccinccpt ions with regard to 
the cleansing and hc'alirig of wounds had lieen 
swept away, 'riie old midhod of treating a 
wound was to apply to it some more or less 
powerful giTiu killer and hopt' that by this 
iiH'aiis innammalkin would b(» prevt*ntcHl. Sir 
Almroth Wright jiointed out fh(» simple, fact 
that the germ-killing substances in gcniTal use 
wen' as damaging to the tissui's of thi^ patient 
as they w(‘re to t h(‘ invading micn>b(*s. 

7’he im])ortanc(' of this fact is at onci' evident 
wh<*u it i.s boriP' in mind tliat in the last issue 
it. is tlu* flesh and blood of tli(‘ wounded man 
wliieh prot(*et him against the germs of blood 
poisoning. Tn his tissues an^ ipialities of re- 
sistane<* and antagonism to disease! gt'rms which 
when cx(*rcised fn*ely afford a higli degree of 
safety. Rut an int('rf(T< iice with these ])owers of 
protection M'hieli does not at the same time eoni- 
plefc'ly destroy the ii^vaders makes the soeoml 
ease of the woundi'd man worse than the first. 

Tt was thus possible to show that antiseptics, 
as used in the beginning of the war, were 
ineniciont because they inflicted damagi? upon 
the resisting powers of tlie pati<*nts and because 
thc*y did not penetrate into the rocossos of the 
wounds where the germs lurked. This state- 
ment was of a revolutionary character and was 
hotly assailed, but no successful attempt w’as 
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made to rofutetit. Attempts to find l>(»tt<‘r 
antiseptics were, liovvever, madt* eii evc^ry 
luind. 

The work on the Iiealiiij^ of woiind.-^ thus 
b('gim was contiiined with zeal, and at a later 
dat«* a nnmher of important conclusions lMH‘am<* 
possi>)le. It was pointed out, in the tirst place, 
that the preat work of Metclinikoff Timst be 
^iven its due share* of consideration. AI(*t(*hni- 
kofT liad sliown how certain of the* N\hit<* eor- 
piisc'les in the bhxKl are* in re*ality ‘‘warrior 
e*ells ” which, at the coming of danger, go out 
in battalions te) repel anel elestreyy the invading 
microbes. This “ battle of the Idood " Jiael 
be'cn fe)r many years one of the wonele*rs e>f 
me licine, and the truth of Metcluiikeiff's vie‘ws 
had be*en proven to the hilt. Again and again 
observers liael seM*n tliat strange marshalling of 
the* fighting forces in answe^r to what was (*alle*el 
a che^miotactic influeme*c,” a subtle call trans- 
mitte:*el along all the* ble)oel‘Ways of the boely. 
'The\y liael watclu'd the l)astening of the* white* 
armies by a million paths to the sce*ne of battle. 
'They hael se'‘en the^se* fearless de*fcn<lcrs cast 
themselve*s boelily upon the e*n('my anel by the* 
e^iiemy be strie'ken in the.*ir tens of theaisaneis. 
Finally, they had observed the coming e)f 
victejry whe*n the whiter warrior cells, the* 
phage^cyle*s, we*re‘ able* to swall<.)w up and 
dige'st the* bodie's of t he‘ir fot*s. 

The* warrior ce'lls came, travelling, in t he 
blood stream, b'or a. tiene^ JMetchnikoffs work 
focust^d atle*niion so c<^m]ile'te*Iy U])on the* 
warrior ce*lls that the* propertie's of the |jle)e)d 
stn*am were* ne*glf*e*ted. Tejr a considerable* 
j)e*rmd }>eTe)re* the* war, howeve*r, this had be*e*n 
re*medie*d anel atte*ntie)n had be*e*n re-dire<*tee I 
te> the* impe^rtane*e* e)f the blood stre^am. It was 
ne)w, ehiring the war, ele*monst nite*d again that 
the* ethe*aency <_)f the work of the warriejr cells 
de[)ended in greeat me*asure* upon tho state of 
tlie blooel fluid or scrum. 

In other worels, there* w<*rc qualitie^s in a 
man's blood scrum which we’re of equal im- 
portane*e te> him with the fighting capacity of 
his warriejr cells. The* cliief of these qualitie*s 
was called the* “anti-tryptic power’’ — that is 
to say, the power of antagonizing the action 
of a ferment called trypsin. AVhen the hejstile* 
germ began its attack it founel itself in circum- 
stances inimical to its safety and \vell-be*ing. 
It found itself in a w'ound floodeel w ith bloexl 
serum having a higli “ anti -tryptic power ” — 
a power acting elireetly against its tendency 
to grow and multiply, and it founel also a host 


of warrior cells moving in this anti -tryptic 
se‘rum to attack it. 

Hut, curie)usly citeuigh, tlie* hexly r)f each 
warrior e*ell (‘out aiue*d a ejuaiitity of the fer- 
nie*nt trypsin. So long as tin* warrior et*ll live*d 
this trypsin was fighting on the side^ of tlio 
patit*nt, for by me*aus of it the* w'arrie>r ee'll was 
able to digest the ge*rms it had swallowed. 
Hut if the* warrior fell died, them the trypsin 
e*s«*ape*d out into the* blood se‘rum, w'he*re'! it 
e.*ame* in contact wdth the anti -tryptic powM*r to 
wliich re‘fe*re*nc(* has be*t*n made*. Trypsin aiul 
ant i-tryptie*. ])owe'r cancelled one* another. The 
blood serum w^as deteriorate*!! as a fighting foree, 
for its anti-tryptie* powe*r- or, in other words, 
its anti-hactcrial j)<.)W'e.*r— was le>we're*d. 

Frejm the* j)oint of view of the^ invading 
germs, the*re*fore*, anything temding to kill 
white! warrior cells w^as of the utmost help. 
I5y this moans not one* but two enemie's were? 
dispose*d of ; the w^arrien* ee*ll itself w'as killcMl, 
and the* dea.d body of the* warrior cell helpeej, 
because of its store:? of trypsin, to we*ake*n tho 
fighting ant i-t ryj)l ie epiality of the blood s(*rum. 

'This fact was evielemtiy of vital im])ortance. 
'riiis myste*rions, smell “ ia})orafory ’’ fact 
me*nnt, clenriy enougfi, the lives or the* d(*atiLS 
of lighting mem. tho value (.)f w'lio?n lo their 
cejiintry was vtiry gn*iit. Atiy agt*nt.s whioh 
hiiidcre'd tiu'se? prote*ctive! force’s of nature* was 
an age*nt hindering tlie* healing of wotinds and 
the ree*i)very of woiiiid(*d soldiers. It was 
tluis an agent' hind(*ring the? march of armi(*s 
aud gi\'ing lu*!]^ to the eneany. 

Tliis was the esseiut* of the* indict meut of anti- 
se'ptics. it could he* and was slown tli.it tho 
vast majia’ity of the antis<*ptics in use kille*d 
w’hite* wa.rrior ce*lls more* e’asily than the^y kille*d 
germs. TJi’is, though t h(*y might kill some* of 
the ge*rms, tiie'y also cn’iite'd a favourahlei 
“ atmosphe‘re* “ for ge*rm growth, and se» for 
blood poisoning. W’orse; still, by coagulating 
the5 lyinpli and serum on the surface? of the? 
wound the’y actually made? a centring for the 
germs iindi*r whic*Ji, in a bloexl se*rum, rejl)be*d of 
its iiiil i-tryptie powe'r, the*y could })re*(*d aud 
flourish. 

d'he* immediate:? rt*sult of t}ie*se* in\a*stigat ions 
was a re*aetion against ant ise*pt ies of the* old 
orde*r — earbejlie acid, iejdine*, and others. Tn- 
ste*ad surge*ons began to devote themselves tej 
conside*riiig in wdiat way they e?ouki e'ncourage 
and promote the rapid flow of blood serum, or 
“ lymph,” from wounds, so that the hostile 
germs would be contineially bathed in fresii. 
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s(‘riiiii, w ith inidiniiiiislKHl nut id r\'|)t i«* 

Clearly Hie Ix'.^l uay to aehi<‘\(* tins eu<l was 
tr) up all woufuls thoroughly so as t(» 

exposii tlio inicrob('s as much as possible, and 
to drain them lhoroughl\' so as to carry away 
all dimiiiislxMl ))l()od staum and al! d(*ad 
warrior f(‘lls, and replace l)i(‘m by the oiil- 
tlowing fresh serum and cells. It was suggc'strsd 
that th(‘ libc'ral use of very dilute salt water 
(“ normal saline solution ”) along with citrate* 
of soda gre'atly lu'ljxal this work by pn'\'<*iit ing 
coagulation of tlu* serum in the* wound, ami b\- 
promoting a fr(*e oo/.ing of serum from the 
wound walls. 

'This new surgical technique was, of course*, 
a vast improvement upeax the old techuieiue*, 
lor it was founded upon dt'hnite* scientific 
priiK'iples a])plie*d aft(*r c'U n’f ul r(\se*are*h. \h*r\ 
soon the* efle'cts e>l it bt'caine* e*\'ide'nt in the 
re*eluct3d casualti(*s from blood j)e)ise»niiig and 
in the incrcaseid atteaitiein paid to the* subjee’t 
by all snrg(‘ons and scit*nti(ie workers. Ncwit- 
th(*le*ss, all e‘tt()rt to kill the ge^rms in silu W’as 
ne_>t abandoned. Jt was fe*lt. that whiles e^veTV 
elfort she)uld be made* te) givv* the* pow'e^rs of 
nature*, the* white w’arrie)r e*e*lls anel the* an^i- 
tryptic peiwer e)f the blood, fr(‘e play, at the 


same time* (*\e*rv e'lTort shouM alse) be* made 
te) eh'vise* me*ans of killing th<* gc‘rms witheait 
harming the* Neluti* warrie>r e*e*lls. In e»the*r 
worels, tlie*re be*gan at once* the* st‘are*h le»r the* 
iele*al »m(ise*ptic. 

It had beH*n hiid elown, as the* re*sult e)f the* 
e*arly work, that the* iel(*al antise*plic w he*u 
feaind must conform to ce*rtain de'linite te rms. 
The ses te*rms w t‘re.* : 

(1) (Ire*at t)ote*ncy against all girins in the* 
pre*se*ne*e‘ e)f ble>oel se,*rmii. 

(2) Ne) harmful e*ITe*ct on the* white'; wariie))* 
cedis. 

(,‘l) Abse*nce ed' irritant aetieai on living tissue's 
in genenil, se) that, it might be* a[)pli(*d te) de*lie*5it e* 
surfaces such as mucous me*mbraues. 

(1) A suita])lf) stimulant aetie)ii e)u repairing 
tissu(*s se) that healing be> e*ne*ouriige*d. 

(o) Nt)n-])oise)nous te) any tissue* of the bod^\'. 
Thus, eve*n if strychnine^ was the me)st potent 
antise*ptic kne)W’n, its e*iTee ts e)n the ne*rvous 
syst(*m woulel abse>lutely ])re*clude^ its use*. 

'rhe*s(* fi\'e* te*rii»s we*rc*, it will bo soe*n, e^t a 
most e*xactiiLg kinel anel inve*stigate)rs might 
we*ll pause* te) ce)nsie|er whe*t]!e‘r it was ])ossible* 
to satisfy them, d'he nee*el, how'e*v(‘r, w^as groat, 
h.)r the w ounels of w ar w’e_*re’ all ])oisoned w ounds, 
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aii<l every day sav^d from tlu^ time o<'eii|)ie(l by 
hciiliug lepreseulcd nn in 

lighting force. 

The first serious at tempi to products an id(‘al 
antiseptic has aln^ady hwii mentioned. Tht‘ 
'-;ul)stanc(^ was hypochlorite of so<ia, and it was 
prt\sontod l>y Dr. T^akin under the title of 
D ikin's Solution, and also indt'pcaideiitly by 
Professor Lorrain Smith ilnd his eu-work<‘rs. 
1 he furthei* dnv<'lof)in(‘nt.s of Dakin’s Solution 


do 

desi‘rv(‘ to be reeord(*d, for they were of great 
iin])ortanee botJi from tla* medical and the 
military ])oint of view’. 

Dakin’s Solution originally eonsistt'd of 1411 
grammes of dry I'arbonate of soda dissulv(‘d in 
Ml litn's ot’ wat(‘r to w4ue)i 200 grammes of 
ehlorid(‘ ot lime and 40 gradmnes of boric ac'id 
lia.d been ad(l(*(!. 'I’his soluti<ai W'as v(‘ry 
tavourabix" retK>rte«l u[)on and many siirg(‘ons 
bogaTi td) usr it. l^’inally the dist inguisliod 
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Froncli suriajeou. Dr. Alexis Carrell, began a 
series of cases on the solution at liis hospital at 
Compiegne, near tlio French front line. Carrell, 
however, adopted a modification of the original 
jiolution introduced by J)aufresne, which con- 



DR. ALEXIS CARRELL, 

Inventor of the new method of sterilizinjl wounds. 

taiiiod no boric acid and a smaller proportion 
of hypochlorite. 

Carrell’s success depended to a great extent 
ii]3on. his technique, but there was no question 
that the antiseptic w^as also of great value, 
en^en if it di<l not, as we shall presently sec, 
satisfy all the five tc'rms of the ideal antiseptic. 

(^arrell based his system upon very early 
treatment of wounds. He advised that at the 
tidvanced dressing station just behind the lines 
the skin surrounding all wounds should be 
treated with tincture of iodine as an early 
measure. If the wound was small or narrow 
an injection intt) the course of it of Dakin's 
Solution was rocommeuded ; if wide and freely 
f»pen it. could bo packed with swabs soaked in 
the' solution, but the value of these procedures 
was problematical. 

At the Casualty Clearing Station the patient 
was anuBsthet iscd and his wouixd thoroughly 
treated. Hullets and pieces of shell were 
removed. The .solution was then injected into 
the wound and the cavity of the wound com- 
pletely filled with it. {Some remarkable appara- 
tus was used in irrigating the 'wound. This 
consisted of a number of indiarubber tubes 


arranged in connexion witfi a single 8upi>ly 
tube, like the teeth to the stem of a comb, 
and perforated "v^dth many small holes. The 
tubes were introduced into the cavity of the 
wound so as to allow the solution to be well 
sprayed into it ; they were kept in position by 
means of strips of gauze. The antiseptic 
solution was introduced into the wound every 
two hours by the nurse, who by releasing a 
stop -cock allowed just sufllcient solution to fill 
the wound full. 

The solution was found to be non -irritating, 
and thus it fulfilled one at least of the terms of 
the ideal antiseptic. It was also possessed of 
great powers of dissolving away dead tissue and 
so of cleaning the wound. Further, it certainly 
destroyed the poison tlirown out by the germs, 
and thus reduced the chances of damage to the 
affected man. 

No doubt could bo felt that this hypo- 
chlorite solution marked a great stride in 
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antiseptic treatjuent. Indeed, the proof was 
given in the fact that, after wounds had been 
treated by it for relatively short periods, it was 
found possible to stitch them up. The 
character of tliis advance is understood when 
it is remembered that in the early days of th( 
war, in the daj^s of the Marne and Ypres, i( 
would have been criminal folly to stitch up any 
wound, no matter how clean it might look. 
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There was a saying in those days that surgical 
needles and sutures should be abolished from 
the British Anny as a greater danger than the 
shells and bayonets of the enemy. 

This stitching up of newly cleansed wounds 
naturally aroused a great deal of interest, and 
many surgeons investigated the matter. The 
eminent Belgian surgeon. Dr. Depage, stated 
that the transformation which occurred in his 
results, thanks to the new method, was very 
iinpressive, that immediate complications he- 


In virulent infections the number of microbes 
counted at the beginning of treatment wa^ 
often very great, and frequently the “ bacterial 
chart would show oscillations about this 
period. But tlie tendency of the chart was 
always downwards ; there was “ a dc\scent of the 
bacterial curve.” ^Ihe curve, as a rule, arrived 
at zero after from five to 25 days of treatment, 
the rate depending naturally^ upon the depth 
and character of the wound. When the 
baciterial chart arrived at zero the wound was 
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came more and rnort^ rare, and that supi^ ora- 
tions disappeared completely. Efforts were 
made to test the result s obtained by examining 
to see whether any germs remained alive in the 
wounds after they had been cleaned by the 
solution. A method was adopted by which the 
number of microbes present in a wound during 
the stages of its evolution towards healing were 
counted ; it was thus possible to make com- 
parisons between cases treated by means of 
Dakin’s Solution and cases treated by otlu'r 
means. Thus what were called “ bacterial 
charts could be drawn up which, at a glance, 
showed the course of the cleansing of the wound 
germs, just as a temperature chart shows the 
course of a fever. 


stitched up. Dr. Dci)agc reported upon the re- 
sults of 137 wounds stitched up after complete 
cleansing as follows : 

(a. ) Complete succt'ss, 112. In these cases heal- 
ing was perfect on the whole extent of the wound 
and no inflammation of any kind w^as observed. 

(6.) Partial success, 23. In these cases some 
slight inflammation occurn'd. 

(c.) Failures, 2. Both tla'se cases w^ere 
stitched up rather soon, but (piickly recovered 
on being re-treated. 

As t hese cases included wounds of soft tissues, 
wounds of bones and joints and amputation 
stumps, the results were good. Reports from 
other surgeons, notably Drs. Dohally and 
Dumas, Professors Poyel, Tuftier and Chutro, < 
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confirmed them. Indeed, it was stated that 
under the Carrell treatiru'iit a soldier’s stay 
in hospital was very appreciably shortened, 
and that men wore able to be discharged 
in from four to six weeks who would have 
required nf) less than from three to six 
months’ treatment under former methods. 
Professor Chutre stated that he was forced to 
do one amputation where formerly 20 had been 
iioco sary and where there liad >K*en 10 deaths 
there wa n<3w only one. 

The importam^e of this does not need to be 
emphasized, dearly the loss by death or from 
permanent or partial disability increased (he 
economic and military value of every indi- 
vidual. Decrease in earning power was in pro- 
portion to the', permanent disability sustained, 
and the machinist or skilled mechanic who 
suffered the loss of an arm became doubly a loss 
to his community, first by reason of the pension 
to which he was entitled, and secondly by the 
diminution of his productive capacity. The 
fMiiployment of the Carrell method and 
Dakin Solution shortened convaleseemu' and 
minimized ])ain ; it appreciably reduced t he* 
cost of hospital maintenance and the strain 
imposed f)ii doctors and nurses. 


Excellent and valuable as the.se results wore, 
they did not save the Dakin .solution from criti- 
cism by bacteriologist.s, who applied to it the 
rigorous tests laid down in respect of the “ ideal 
antiseptic.” Notwithstanding its imdoubted 
bactericidal powers, Dakin’s Solution did not 
entirely satisfy those requirements. It was 
very poisonous to germs, but it was also 
poisonous to the white warrior cells ; in fact, its 
value lay probably more in its ]iower to destroy 
the toxines thrown out by the germs of blood 
poisoning than in its power to kill the germs 
themselves. 

Investigation therefore proceeded, and efforts 
were redoubled to discover a substance which 
should prove a still nearer approach to the ideal. 
Tho.se efforts w’ert' dir('eted along linos which 
the work of Ehrlich had made familiar to 
medical science, llriefly what, was aimed at 
was a substance having a “ selective afiinit y ” 
for germs. Just as the .sportsman condemns 
the uns])ort.smanlike practice of “tiring into 
the brown” and demands that each “gun” 
shall select his bird and account for it cleanly, 
.so the workers in this field provisionally con- 
demned th<? method of using any antisej^tic 
which injured tlu* pal i(*nt. as well as the microbes. 
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hopeli'ss as may at first sight. ap])ear. TIk' 
thing had been done already. It was Klirlieh s 
object to discover a substance ca])able of 
destroying the germ of syphilis, the SpirochaeJc 
pallida, without in any way harming the 
tissues of the infected individual. So >vcll did 
he a.chieve his object that sAlvaTsa-n, “ tiOfi.” 
came to be universally recognisetl as a sighted 
rifle of very great ac;e.uracy. In almost every 
ctise the bullet could be relied upon to find its 
intendi'd billed.. 

Remarkable as this was, it was not the full 
measure of the aeeurac^y whi(*h had already bei n 
obtained by the use of tlu^ drugs of the aniline 
<lye series of which salvarsan is a nu'mber. 
'J'his accuracy had actually b(*fn increased ami 
developed so that it was ])ossible to “ hit not 
only a }>arti( ular germ but even a small ])art 
of a particular germ. An allied parasite, the 
trypanosome of sleej)ing sickness, for example, 
is a small animal cell having two nuclei or 
“ nerve spots ” in it. One of the nuclei is 
situated in the body of the trypanosome anti 
the other is situated in its tail and is thus 
known as the “ caudal nucleus.” 


As the result of invt‘st igatitm it- was found 
that a ])articular drug was able to attack the 
tail nucleus without in any other way affecting 
the activity or viruU'ut character t)f the try- 
panosome. All that ha])penetl was that try- 
panosomes exposed tt) this drug lost t-heir tail 
nuclei. The ex])eriment was carried out by 
inoculating amouse with the [)arasites and treat- 
ing it Avitii minute doses of the drug. A most 
remarkable fact was that when re-inoculated 
into otluM* mice which had not been tn‘ated 
with the drug the ])arasites remained without 
the tail nucleus. In otluu* words, a process of 
germ -evolution had been carried out. 

Here, then, was an indication of the extra- 
ordinary <l(‘gree of accuracy it was possible to 
obtain if only the right drug could be found 
for the purpos(‘ in hand, llie ])urpose in hami 
was the rlestructiou of the various bacteria 
which are found in most ordinary war wounds, 
notably the so-called cocci — the atrcptotoccus, 
the stapivilococcus, and also the bacilhts coli 
coiumunis and other forms. ^ 

The work was carried out at the Bland- 
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STREPTOCOCCI IN PUS. 

Sutton IiiRtituto of Pathology of thf" Middlesex 
Hospital by Dr. C. H. Browning, Direetor of the 
Institute, and his assistants, Drs. Kennaway 
and Thornton and Miss Oulbransen, and their 
report was presented to the Medical Research 
(\)niinittee under the National Insurance Act, 
This work began with a clear recognition of 
the defects of oth(‘r antiseptics. In the first 
j)lace Dr. Browning satisfied himself that one 
of tlio reasons why ordinary antise])tics failed 
was that they entered into combination with 
niaU*rials in the })lood in tlu? same iiuuuier in 
which iron enters into combination to form 
rust. Let it be suppos(*d that a ]jicco of 
iron of a certain strength is recpiired for a 
j)!irpose, but that in. proc<‘ss of performing tliat 
])urpose lialf the iron is rusted away, it is obvious 
that the purpose will not bo cfliciently per- 
formed. More than half the ordinary anti- 
septics w ere “ rusted aw ay ” by means of the 
mati'rials in the blood and tissues which com- 
bined with them and rendered them inert. 

Li tlie second ijiace it was found that the 
ordinary antiseptics destroyed the life of 
th(» cells of the patient’s body and prevented 
or inhibited the attacking power of tho white 
warrior cells, thus, as has been exj)lained, 
de])riving the patienr of oju; of his most im- 
portant weapons in combating local infection. 

Thirdly, the antiseptics, by destroying the 
patient’s tissues, prodiieed layers of dead 
material which ticti'd tis sr*reons to the germs 
lying under them and protected these germs, 
thus affording them e\ery chance of growth and 
action. Finally, the antiseptics were deficient 
in penetrating power, and so did not reach the 
deep-seated microbes in wounds. 



STAPHYLOCOCCI IN PUS. 

The first stop w^as to test all the best knowai 
antisepties — and this wall give some idea t)f the 
vast amount of caret iil and detailed work 
aecomplishcfi — a(*eording to a definite plan. 
The series tested included carbolic acid, nita’cury 
])ereblorido (“ corrosive siiblimati? ”), iodiin*, 
Dakin’s Solution and Daufresne’s modilication 
of Dakin’s Solution, and chlorine water. ^I’lie 
three points spt'cially investigated were the 
effects of these autise[)ties on the work of the 
w’hite warrior cells, tln‘ir efh»ct ujnai the body 
tissues of the patient, and the difference, if an>*, 
of their action uiion giain.s in watca* and in 
blood serum. 

In regard to carbolic acid it w’as tound that 
it acted as well in blood serum as in water, but 
that while 1 part in 250 dilution was required to 
kill cocci, 1 part in 500 dilution pr(?vciited the 
aedion of tho wdiito warricn* cells. That is to 
say that long before the strength necessary to 
kill the germs bad been r< 'ached the benefieial 
action of the warrior cells had beiai interh*red 
with. 

In the case of iodino matters w’ert^ even worse, 
for while iodine killed cocci in strength 1 part 
in 10,000 ililution if the cocci were in water, it 
would not kill them at this strength if tluy 
were in blood serum, i.c., if they were in their 
natural surroundings. In that ease a strength 
of 1 part in 700 was necessary. On the other 
haivl, iodine prevented tho action of the wdiito 
warrior cells in strengths of 1 part in 3,500. 
Here, again, long before the antiseptic was 
strong enough to do the cocci any harm, it had 
thrown the patient’s ow’n mechanism of defence 
out of w^orking order. 

“ Corrosive sublimate,” or i>erchloride of 
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mercury, was uoxt tested, it being a prime 
favourite with surgeons. This substance killetl 
cocci in strengths of 1 part in 1 ,000,000 in water ; 
but in blood serum strengths of 1 part in 10,000 
were required, the ])oteney of the antiseptic 
falling actually 100 times on account of loss by 
combination with materials in the blooil. 
Corrosive sublimate prevenled the action of 
thfj white warrior ceils at strengtlis of 1 part- 
in 7,000 dilution. This antiseptic, therefore, 
killed cocci in blood at a. less strengtli than that 
at which it prevented warrior coll activity, and 
so approached nearer to the ideal antiseptic 
than either caibolic acid or iodine, 'ria? 
tiitference betwecai. concentration of 1 part in 

10.000, at which it killed cocci, and 1 jiart in 

7.000, at which it interfered with warrior cell 
action, was not very great, anti also it was a 
powerful ])oison for all the tissues. 

The results, witli the modification of Dakin's 
Solut ion referred to, in ('arrell’s work wen? t hat 
while it killed cocci in strengths of 1 part in 
•1,000 in water, as. reckoned by its content in 

available ” chlorine, strengths of 1 part in 
1,000 were required in blood serum. On the 


other hand, warrior cell activity was prevented 
at strengths of 1 part in •4,000. 

The immouso importance of tliis work does 
not need to bo cmphixsizcd. Hero was proof 
that all the best known and most valued 
anti.septics actually defeated the work of the 
warrior cells of the blood before they began to 
accomplish their own work — the destruction 
of the germs. Yet, in spilth of thi.«, there could 
b(i little doubt that one of these antiseptics, 
Dakin’s Solution, was a valuable help to surgery. 
How much more valuable would not the help 
be of a substance irt'e from detrimental action 
upon the warrior cells. 
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'Clio fijroiind ))oeii cl oared, ofTeris were 

now directed to testing a series of aniline dyes 
whicli, in a general way, were Uia>wn to possess 
autis(*ptic powers. l< is not necvssary to dtdaiii 
the readc‘r witli details of this work. V'^arious 
siibstaiKM^s, among them “ malachite' gree'n,'’ 
“ crystal vioh‘t ” and })rilhant gri'i'n," wt'n* 
in\ f'st igaled, and tlien finally Dr. Bre)wning 
arrive'tl at “ flavine*.’' 

'^rhe results of the tests of this re*ma.rkahle 
substance showf*(l at oiK-e that a n(*w sfihen* 
had been entered. In the* tirst plac'c* flavine* 
pre)ve‘fl to be^ e*xae*tly a hnndre'd time's nuire* 
peiwe'rfnl as a ele*str<\ye'r of e*oe*e*/ in bloeid se'rnni 
than in \\at(*r. ’fliis was in marke'el e*ontradis- 
tine*tion to tlie ae'tiein eif “ corrosive* sublimate*,’' 
whie*li was a hiinelre*d t ime*s le*ss peiwe'rfiil in blood 
se'rum t han in wate*r. Aga.in, flav'ine' kille'el rorri 
ju se'i um in stre'iigths eif I jiart- in 200,000, while* 
it eliel not intea'fe'ie* with tlie* a.ctie>n of the* white* 
wa.rrie)r e*ells unt il st re*ngths e)f 1 part in 500 liad 
be‘e*n re*a.e*lie'el. 'That is to say, that ewe*/ we*re* 
kille*el by this elrng 400 times as easily as warrie)r 
ce*lls we're* a.tTe‘e*t e*el. en* in either weirds that yem 
laid to multiply the* le*thal eleise* feir cocci by 400 
be'feire* yem cemlel make* any adverse* impre'ssiein 
eijiem the* patient’s eiwn me'chanism eif eleft*ne*e. 
t’lavine* was alsei liy far tlie meist [ie)te*Tit iiriti- 
se'ptie* kimwn against. haclUus roft\ an impeirtant 
eirganism whie*h e*a.use*s suppuratiem, e‘sjM*cially 
in e'oiin<*x'ie)n w it li the* liowe*] ; suppurat ive aji- 
pe*nelie itis is a e'emelitiem in w hie*h hacl/ius cod is 
re_*spemsible* feir meist eif the e*vil. 

O’hus of all the* ant ise'pl ie*s e^xamiicul flavine* 
WMs far anel away the* be'st. It hael gre*at anti- 
septie* ])owor conibine*d with jiraedie-ally nej 
toxic penver teiward the* warrieir e*e*lls, and it 
w'as e*ntin*ly five freim irritating epialitie*s so 
far as the* patie'nt’s tissne;s we*re> e*e)ne*eriie*el. 
'file ue*\t step was to put it to ther test eif actual 
use in wounel surgery. 

''file* re'sults hH])pily bore* eiut the scie*ntific elata 
in a ve*rv e eiiufilete nianne*r, and unde*r clinical 
te*st it was evident that tlie e*laiins made em its 
be'half had be*e*n substant iatenl. Tt proveel 
e'litire'ly nein-irril at ing tei ])atie*nts’ t issuers, anel 
the'i'e* we*re* nei gciie*ral eir leif'al ill -e*ffe*e'ts from 
its use*. On the* eitlie'r lianel, weiunels heuile*el up 
w ith surprising rapidity w he*n it was used. 

In e.iuc COSO a wenmel eif the* hand hael be*en 
unde*r nu'elie'al e'ore* hir I wo we*e*ks. 4’he* tfiinl 
fing»*r of the hand was at le*ast twice* its tieinnal 
size ; it w’as liviel, the* skin was shiny, anel the^re* 
were twei ope'n se)re*s npem it. It see^med (vrtain 
that the* finger must be lost. An ope*ratioii 


was p(*rforined, anel flavine ‘ applie'el te) the* 
finger. The re.*sult w^as that witliin 14 elay.s 
there was ne) trace eif suppuration, anel the 
finger hael resuineel its normal size. In aneither 
case*, also a lianel wound, tresatmemt had been 
continue*el feir three w't'cks. The* hanel w'as as 
thick as it was broad, anel there was a seire in the* 
jjalm. Flavine was syringeel in anel beirie* 
fonu*ntations use^d, anel in thre*e elays the hand 
re^siime'el its normal size*. 

A case of gunshfit wounel eif the arm was 
operate'el ein in Fraive, an amputatiein being 
])e*-rfejrmeel. 4’he* “ stump ” bee*ame> heavdly 

infe*e*teel, but after treatment by fiavune feir 
one wve'k the weiund })e*e*ame cle*an. A re*- 
am]iiitat iein was then [ie*rfe)rme'el, anel this 
heale*el up he*althily w itheiul any intlammnt iein. 
Jn aneitlie*!* ease* a k’g had )i(*e*n re'inove'd. and 
the stump hael be’e*ome very elirty. 4’j*e*at nu'ut 
with “ e*usf)l ” /.t'., eine* of the* hypeie/hleirit e* 

seilutieins' -was carrie*el eiut feir three* we'e*ks 
without elefinite* result. Afte'i* feiur elays’ 
tre‘atme*nt with flavine the* weiiind hael e'ntire*ly 
e*e‘ase‘el tei give tremble*, anel it ejuie*kly he*ale‘el up. 

Jn shrafinel wemnels a e'le*an surfae*e* might 
always be* e*xpecte*el in femr eir live* elays. 4’he* 
abse'iice* eif any ele*te*rre‘nt effect freim the* drug 
on the* proe*e*.ss of he*aling anel repair eif the* 
tissue's was alsei reve*ale*el in every instance*. 
Thus flavine* actually satisfie'd all the* tests of 
the ie|e*al ant ise'fi* ie* ; it hael (1) gre*at pote*ney 
against ge*rms in the* [iresene'o ejf bhieiel serum : 
(2) nei e|e*le*teriems en’e*e*ts on the* while warrieir 
e*i*lls : (ll) nei irritant aetiein e:in living tissue's in 
ge*ne*ral, sei that it ee:mlel be ajiplie*el tei ele*Iie*ate' 
surface-s sue*h as mue*ems me'inbrane's : ( 1) a 

suitable stimulating e*ffe*ct on the* repair eif tlie* 
tissues ; and (5) nei poiseinons e'ftVet upon any 
spe*f.rial tissue*. It was, in slieirt, thei vve*a.pe)n of 
piveision vvhie*h had be*e*u so e*agerly seiught . 

While thi*-! gre*at work was going em, eithe*r 
work hael be^'ii be'gun in connexion with e^no eif 
tlie deaellievst eiiseases kiiejw'n tei ine*dieine 
e.*eTe*bro-s])inal fever, popularly ealle^el “ spot tea I 
fe^ver.” “ Sjiotted fever ” is the* dread eif armies, 
feir it- tends to breaik ejut wdiemeve^r large beiidies eif 
menareeongre'gateeitoge'ther. Soon after the great 
revruiting campaign be^gan in kkigland in the 
first perieid of the war, and the new formations 
were* sent out to be trained, this scourge made* 
its appearance. Castes were reported from all 
parts of the country. Many eleaths occurred. 
The utmost anxiety prevailed, the more so 
because, in the public mind, the disease w’as 
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protected. "J'he defcnfling forces lacked ixlrnost 
everytliiug wliicli, in this war, makes for victory, 
^"ct the assaults of the eixtany were? so severe 
tliat counter-attack was absolutely m‘cessarv. 

'J'imt* was short, and the work to bo accom- 
plislietl apjjarently very great. Happily, in 
this case as iu so many other cases, Sir Alfred 
Keogli, the Dir(‘ctor-Geueral of the Army 
^h'dical Services, saw th(' right thing to do, 
atul <lid it at oner, with all his might, lie decided 
upon a gre^at mass attack upon th(‘ stronghold of 
the enemy, and lu^ resolved to enlist' in this 
atta<‘k tilt* \n'r\’ bt'st brains which the scientific 
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r(*gard(Hl as being ^(»rv infectious. Its sudden 
onset, the extreme severity of the symptoms, 
the dramatic character of some of these symp- 
toms -instantaneous blindness and deafness, 
for example -caused it to lu* ri*gard(Hl with 
lively terror. 

\"ery soon it became evident that a serious 
cjiidemic was to be feared unless instant 
measures were taken to cope with the trouble. 
Unhappily, knowledge of the dist^ase w as frag- 
mentary and unsat isfactojy, and no cure 
worth the name of cure was known to medical 
science. JJeyond the fact that an organism 
could b(^ found in the Hui<l surrounding thc^ 
brain and spinal eor<l, and that this fluid was 
nsually greatly increased in amount so that 
pressure was exerted on the brain, there was no 
authentic information. The battle began wdth 
the enemy strongly entrenched and powerfully 



SEROLOCICAI. LABORATORY, 
world was able to olftT him. In daiiuary. I hi, 5, 
lie invited the Medical Research CommittcM' 
to assist him, and a plan of campaign was 
immediately drawn up. 

It was manih‘st in the first [ilaet* that, as 
knowledge of the character of the disc^asc^ was 
faulty and iiiaeeuratt‘, it was neec'ssary not only 
to provide for the immeiliate application in* 
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|)r(‘ vent ive work of what was <*orttiinly kriow^n, 
hut also to arrange for organized research work 
to irn])rov(i kuowledgt^ {ind make fiirtlaa* 
adrniiiistrat ive a<;tion j)ossi]>Ie. 

Tlie ]Vledieal K(*s(;areli Coininittee therefore 
af)f>oin<(*d Dr. Mervyri (Gordon, assistant. f)at}io- 
logist to St.. Har(.lioU)inew’s Flospital, who had 
forrn(‘rly done; tlu^ ehi(d* work in Kngland in 
eonru'xion wit h t he dis(‘as(‘, to tlieir ])aeterio- 
logist, and t. hey furtlau" supplied him with expert 
lu'lp. 'rh(*y ])laeed him face to face with his 
problem and they l(‘ft iiim to solve it on helialf 
of th('. War Oftice and tin* country as best he 
might. Dr. (Jordon was gazed ti'd Lt.d.'olonel 
on his a[)[)ointinent. 



MENINGOCOCCI, 

From a case of cerebro-spinal meningitis. 


Tn y)oint of fact a greait. de^clarat.ion of war 
upon oiu^ of the most dangerous and implacable' 
of the f(u's of arniic's had btHui made. Tlit' 
oneiny, as has been ])oint(‘d out, was well en- 
trenched ; the atta(*ki ng force lac.ked almost 
everything except su])])ort and a good courage*. 
So the war b(*gan. Colonel (Jordon, like a wise 
giiiu'ral, sat doun aiui put the hurts he liad 
already gather(*d aboiit this enemy on ))aper 
before him. Om* thing was certain, h^xtensivi* 
ba-cteriological observations made during pre- 
vious outbreaks of the disease Ijad showm that 
no mattt'r in wliat country it a])pear(*d it was 
invariably a.ssociated with the presc*nce of one 
particular germ, tlie st)-eall('d iNcnin^jococcus of 
V\ (*ic‘}is(*lba.uin. ddiis }nv n ! mjococcus had coua* 
to be regarded as the i*aus(* of the disease. 

Another pi)int, about which some definiti* 
information existed, was t hat previous outbreaks 
• hod seemt'd to indicate that the cliief mode of 


the sjjread of tlie disease was by healthy 
“ carriers,” w ho carried the germ in their noses 
and throats but did not themselves show any 
symptoms. Those carriers were execu'dingly 
liable to infect other people. Jt was thought 
that the average time of “ carrying ” the germ 
in this way was about three or four wrecks. 

J’ossi'ssod of this rather slender informat ion, 
Colonel (Jordon eame to tlie conelusion that his 
fimt duty w'as to isolate every ease as it arose*, 
tosegn'gate, ete., all “ eontaets,” or., jieople w ho 
might ha\c‘ be(*n in eontairl. wutli the eases 
b<*fore they aetually took ill, and who might 
therefore be harbouring the infection, and to 
make careful examina.tions of all the Imeteria 
present in the noses and throats of these 
” contacts." 

The aim was to check the disease witluuit 
tiisturhing the organization of the troojis more 
than miglit be absolutely necessary, for tliose 
were the fierce days of 11)1.5 w hen Kngland wuis 
calling for men to defend lier at Neiivc* CUiapelli*, 
on the second battlefield of Ypres, at Festub(*rt 
and at Tioos. Tt- was decided that, all thos<* 
w’ho were found to be free from tlie nionlngo- 
coveus weri^ to be returned to duty with the 
smallest possible delay ; those, on the other 
liand, wiio were found to harbour in their 
nasopharynx any micro-organism indist inguish- 
able from tli(» meni nyococciis were to be kejit in 
isolation until such time as they worc^ free from 
it. 

It w-as not i^erhaps a dramatic yilan of cam- 
paign ; but it was an eminently cominon-soiise 
one. Tiie methods were old isolation, segrega- 
tion, bacti'riologieal exainination. No " bril- 
liant new method ” was included in tlie scheme. 
Ihitw'liatwas included in the scheme w^as a deter- 
mination that it sliould be (*arried out with 
vigorous thoroughness and that it should ex- 
pand w ith exy)anding knowledge. Tht^ (yucstion 
of preventive inoculation was considered, only 
to be put aside, '^fliere w as not enough know- 
ledge available to justify the yDroeeeding. 

The next stej> w^as to issue as orders these 
first lines of attack, and a War OfHee memoran- 
dum was accordingly sent out giving full in- 
structions to the medical officers in charge of 
the trooyis. Tt was insisted that the orders bo 
most strictly followed, and it was soon found 
that w'Jiere they were* strictly follow’ed it was 
yiossiblc to rel(*aso 70 per cent, of the “ contacts ” 
wuthin twenty -four hours and the majority of 
the rest within a further interval of from two 
to four days. This, as will be seen, was a great 
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step, for ifc ga^* soeurity without any serious 
intorferenco with military training. 

It was necessary, however, to have certain 
facilities. In the first place a ]3raetieal m(*lho(l 
of identifying the meninfjococcHSy (hen a series 
of laboratories within easy access of the various 
military camps all over the country, finally 
bacteriologists to work in the laboratories who 
were capabh? f)f identifying the inenhtfjococrNs, 
and laboratory assist»aiits to help thejii. 

This meant, of course, a big orga.nisation. 
It meant that a ‘‘(1. K.Q.” was t'sseiitial, a. 
( Jeneral Head -Quarters winch should form an 
admin istrat ive contro and also a research ccntr<‘; 
it meant, too, that the n(*eds of th(^ “front” 
must be met by local stat ions ; these must again 
h<‘ supplemented by ora* <,)r two laboratori<'s 
capable of being rushed at short notice to a 
storm centre'. 

A Ct'ntral (.‘erebro-Spinal J^aboratory was 
jM'Cordingly equipped at the Hoyal Army Medi- 
cal (’olb'ge, aTid district laboratories were 
started or (',o-o[)ted at ])oints throughout the 
country wln're it had been d(H*id(‘d at t he VV'ar 
oniec' that they were lik(*Iy to lx* of most 
st'rvi(’e. The central laboratory supplied the 
district lab<.)ratories with the necessary material 
for examining cases -for Cfxample, swabs — and 
also with tlu' necessary ” m<*dia- ” for growing 


cultures <3f tlu' bacteria. I^y this means the 
materials were abh' to be obtained with greater 
spet'd and also economy wiis effected in th(*ir 
preparation. 

The Central Laboratory, or fLlf.Q.. hov\ - 
(*ver, was by no nu'ans intende<i to be a dis- 
tributing station ordy. It was also to serv^t* 
as a training school for uf'W workers, a kind of 
cadet t'stablishnu'nt. .Vdvice was renderexi, 
and courses of instruction in the diseast^ were 
given to oflicers of the Koyal Ariny Mt'dical 
Corps sent for the piirpose. Further, non- 
commissioned ollicers and nu'n of tlu' Koyal 
Army ^Medical Corps wc*r(' also trairu'd at the 
(Vntral Laboratory in the making of naxlia, 
swabs, an<l othfu* appliances. 

Finally, the Central J^al)oratory had its 
Intelligence Department, or Kest'arch Depart- 
numt, wlu're Imowledgt^ about the enemy was 
gathered and investigations into his modes of 
attack were carried out. d'lu' distrit^t labora- 
tories were forinc'd on a plan elaborated at the 
War Otiice by Colonel HOrrocks and Surgeon- 
Colonel Ji(5e(^e. 'fhe laboratories w(M’c^ phu*(*<l 
in carefully and specially chosen sites, though 
if accommodation was already availa})h‘ it was 
made use of. 

'^rhe personnel of the Central J.iaborator\' 
was a matter of anxious care, for upon this 
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clearly clopondod in great nicasuro the success 
of tlie eainpaigii. Major Hiiie was placed in 
cliargo of the media and supply deparlin*‘nt 
and the training f)f laboratory assistants. Ife 
also assisted in the training of officers, and he 
was in charge of the Motor Laboratory which 
wait(^d to bo sent to ])Iac.os of special j)ressure. 
Further, lu? looked after the acfM)unts. Other 
workers were Mr. K. 0. Murray, Lieutenant 
Tulloeh, C’aptain R. H. Armstrong, Captain 
Davies, and Ca|>tain Martin Flack. In the 
hanris of Colonel Gordon, as Commander-in- 
<-hief, remained the direction of the wliole 
effort and also the carrying out of special 
research work. 

The campaign w'as now opened. Means had 
been found to ist)late every (‘ase of the disease*, 
to segregate every “ contact,” ami to oxainino 
the bacteria present iii nos(3 and throat of 
every contact in order to <letermine wliether or 
not he harboured the vienbujococcuti The next 



APPARATUS FOR THE PREPARATION OF 
CULTURE MEDIUM FOR THE GROWTH 
OF MENINGOCOCCI. 


step was to study and. if possfolc, improve the 
methods of iilentifying the meiiitigococctis, and 
dLstinguishiijg it from the many other similar 
cocci which inhabit the noso and throat, but 
which are not the cause of “ spotted fever.” 

It was known that ono peculiarity of the 
meningococciifi was that it would not grow 
upon a culture mcilium called “ Nasgar ” if the 
tcanperature was kept at 23° centigrade. 'J'his 
however, was a somewhat difficult method to 
apply, and so another test was taken into con- 
sideration. This was known as the “ agglu- 
tination test.” I'lie agglutination test depends 
on the fact that if a man has become infected 
with a flisease his blood at once develops an 
antidote to that disease. If the antidote is 
strong enough tla* man rcc-ovt^rs, if not he dies. 
The antidote has the power to kill tbe bacteria 
of the disease. Thus if a drop of blood of n 
patient suffering from ” s£)otted fever” is 
brought into contact- with some of the germs 
of the disease, the fncningococci, those germs 
will be killed. On the other hand, if a drop of 
the blood of a healthy man which contains, ot 
course, no antidote, is addiMl to them the 
germs will not bi» aifectod. 'riie destruction of 
the germs by tlu^ antidote is spoken of as 
“ bact<‘riolysis.” The antidote serum has the 
pro£)erty of (‘ausing the germs to gatlu'r into 
chimps. This is known as agglutination. 

Clearly this method of agglutination forms a 
double test. Gn the one hand, it will tell 
whether or not. a pat ii*nt has got a particular 
disease does his blood agglutinate the 
bacteria of that diseasti ? On the other hand, 
it will distinguish the bacteria of ono diseast? 
from the bacteria of all other diseasi’s, for only 
th(‘ bacteria of the actual disease under eon- 
sideration will bo agglutinated by the blood 
of a man affeeted by the disease. All .other 
bacteria will remain unaffected. 

Upon a pro])erty akin to this power to 
agglutinate had been founded the treatiiamt 
by sera — notably thi^ treatment of diphtheria 
by anti-rliphtheria serum ; in this ca o the 
I oisons of the diphtheria bacilli are acted on 
by the antoxic scrum and neutralized. An 
attempt had also been made to use a 
serum against the ineiuHgococcus of ” spotte<l 
fever ” — that is to say, to use some of 
the antidote develo]3ed in the blood of an 
infected jDi^rson or animal in order to kill the 
infection hi the blood of some other infected 
person or animal. Rut while the serum or 
blood antidote against diphtheria had proved 
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an unqualified ^success, the seruui or blood 
antidote against “ spotted fever ” was most 
unreliable and unsatisfactory. 

It was the first business of the Central 
Laboratory to ask why the iDiti-ynenhifjococcus 
t^eriun liad failed. The question was re-stated, 
some available serum being brought into con- 
tact with meningococci from the epidemic. 1"he 
scrum entirely failed to destroy the meningo- 
cocci as it would have destroyed them had it 
possessed antidotal powers to tlieir poisons, 
'riie obvious inference was that tlu' animal 
from which this serum had been obtained had 
not been infected with the same kind of tnenin- 
gorocens as that with which the .soldiers in this 
epidemic were infected. 

'riiis at once openeil up tiu' c|u«*stion whether 
I h('n» might not be several types of the yneningo- 
coccat germ, each capable of producing the 
disease, but each sharply diffca'ontiat (*d from 
the others. 'J^'ho intelligence d(‘part lueiit of 
the (Vntral Jaiboratory b(*cam<‘ exceedingly 
busy with this idea at once, as busy as th<* 
intelligence (h'partrneut of a great army in its 
work of identifying ejK'my units. 

But it was not only tla^ int(‘lligence d(»])art- 
luent which bccana? busy. X<.) matter how 
many types of yyioiit^gococci tlu're might b(*, the 
imm(’diato lU'eessity was a s(‘rum powerful as 
an antidote against the t^N'pe found in this 
epidemie. '^I'lie first thing, therefore, whieli it 
was needful to do was to jjrepare sueli a 
serum. 

'J^he pn*paration of a serum is no easy or 
rapid work. Tn order to earry it out an 
animal has to b(^ slowly “ immunized ” or ren- 
d(*red insusceptible to the particular germs 
against whieli the serum is to act — that is to 
say, an animal has to be given veryminutt* doses 
of the disease* poison from tim to tinier until 
its blood develops a great quantity of antidote 
to the poison and it can tolerate liuge do.ses 
without trouble'. (A eeimparablc proe'oss is 
that by which a man accustoms himself tei the 
use of tobae(;o and opium. A few dreips eif 
laudanum will kill a novice at eipium-taking ; 
do Quineicy, on the other hand, was able* tei 
s\valle>w half-a-pint of the drug at a time.) 

Tt wis usually considered necessary to devote 
a month or .six weeks to the immunizing 
of an animal frejm wliich a serum was tej be 
obtained. But the needs eif the seildiers in tli) 
“spotted fever” epidemic were far too urgent 
to allow of this long delay. A quicker method 
of serum preparation must be found, an “in- 



THE AGGLUTINATION TEST 
For ascertaining the presence or absence of 
meningococci in suspected cases. Tubes 1 and 3 
positive (tube 3 has been shaken to show the 
flocculi of agglutinated cocci), Tube 2 negative 
result. 

tensive* ” metliod, eapjd)le of giving results in a 
short space of t inu*. 

Ha])pily some* work Iiad already ht'eii ])er- 
formed on tins subject. It liad bi'cn fouial 
that if a rabbit/ was “ saturati'd ” with ‘‘ spotted 
fever ” poison it did not n(*cessarily suceuinb 
at once. Tf tlie “saturation” was earefully 
controlled tho rabbit r<‘C<nwed, and its Idood 
very quickly gaini'd an antidotal pow’(*r. A 
.serK*s of (*xperina*nl s wa-s therefore planned 
for tlie ])urpose i>f proving this stati*m<‘nt, upon 
the accuracy of which clearly many lives 
might d(*])<*nd. 

Major Hiru* found that serum with a high anti- 
dotal or agglutinating power could he obtained 
in eiglit days ])y giving a young rabbit thrc'o 
do.ses of 1 ,000.0()(h()0() kill(*d yyicyt Itufonyrri 
into a vein at intervals of an lioiir on tlic first 
day. Thus at once a ])k*ntiful supply of serum 
which could l>c jjrepared Vjy nutans of the germs 
actually found in the patients’ bodies becamo 
available. There was no longer the fear that the 
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serum miglit l^e powerful only against some Laboratory mot with very consi'derable success 

form of germ which was not pnjsi-nt in tlu‘ in its early efforts to identify tlie types of 

epidemic and powerless against the form whieli enemy which were being encountered. No one 

was jiresent. The new serum was “ matle Uy unacquainted with bacteriological methods can 

nu^asurc/ if thc^ <‘xpression may be uschI ; it have any idea of the atnount of patience and 

was bound to fit, t liough whetlior it would ear<‘ needed for this work -- dotoctivo work of 

actually bo able to elTect cures remaiiud to be the very subtlest Idnd. Tliese doctors were not 

proved. looking, be it remembered, for a new germ ; 

J-lio intelligence <lepartm('nt of the C*entral they were looking for difTer(‘nc;es between germs 



THE INTERIOR OF THE MOTOR l.ABORATORY, 

Fitted with incubators, sterilizers, microscope, blowpipe, chemicals, tools, &c. 
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which appeared finder tlie mieroscopo to be 
exactly the same, wliich acted in the same 
manner and which produced tlie same disease. 

It is often dillicult enough to distinguish 
between members of the same family. How 
much more difficult to distinguish between 
iiiinute particles of living matter requiring the 
highest powers of the microscope for their 
detection ! Yet the task was undertaken in the 
full assurance that, given energy and iiatienc«\ 
it could bo accomplished. Modern bacterio- 
logy had placed many clues in the hands of 
thes(^ deti'ctives of dis(‘ast‘. 

The first step was to determine wind her 
certain cocci which looked exactly like tht* 
tncnlnijococci and whicli had been found in the 
throats and noses of suspected “ carrit^rs ” of 
“ spotted fever ” were or were not identical with 
Mie meningococci of the outbreak. A first in- 
vestigation was carried out upon .six separate 
cocci. Of these four were typical meningococci 
{meningococcus i/., ///., and IV.) taken from 
n‘(^(*nt cases of “ spotted fever.” The fifth was 
a. coccus iiidistinguisiiable from the meningo^ 
coccus in shape and me^thod of growing. T(. 
came from the throat of an oiliijcr who was 
suspected of being a “ carrier.” The sixth 
coccus came from the tliroat of a soldier who 
sulTered from an innammation of his throat* at 
that tim<' prevalent in a certain regiment. It 
was also indistinguishable from the true 
meningococcus. 

i'hc first step was to prejiare a serum by 
treating a rabbit with one of the four meningo- 
cocci from the declared cases of “spotted 
t\.‘Vf5r.” This was done, the rabbit being givi'ii 
a number of doses of meningococcus iVo. 1. 
until its blood had produced a powerful anti- 
<lote. In this antidote-containing rabbit- 
serum a few of each of the four men iugococci 
Iroin the declared eases of “spotted fevw ” 
wfre now^ placed. The rabbit sernm, of eour.s<*, 
at once agglutinated the meningococcus No. 1. 
I>y means of which its ant idotal power had been 
ievelopod. But it also destroyed, and with 
<apial facility, meningococci Nos. IT., III., and 
i y. The presumption was, of course, that 
fneningococci I., II., If!., and IV. were germs 

identical type or strain, and that what w as an 
antidote for any one of them was an antidote 
for all. 

Next the cocci from the throat of the officer 
""uspected of being a “ carrier ” w^ere placed in 
die serum. They w^ere affected to a certain 
‘ xtent, but not so much as the me^iingococci 


had been. In ord<‘r to determine w^liether they 
were being affected by the antidote agglutinin 
itself, or only — as freipiently occurs - by some 
other substanet^ in the serum, tlii^ serum in w hieh 
they had been placed w'as now' ust*d again, some 
meningococci from the “ spotted fev er ” easi's 
being ])iit into it. TJiis sf^rum wliicJi had been 
used to test tin* cocci from the otli<*cM*’s throat 
was tlien found to be just as j)ow'<*rfiil as f*ver 
against the mcni}ujococci from tlie “spotted 
fever” eas(»s. In other words, it liad not lost 
any of its spt'cifie. power as a result of dealing 
with the cocci from the' officer's throat (which 
would have occurred had these lietai id<*utieal 
w'ith th(‘ tna* meningococci of “ spottc*d fev^'r.”) 
'J'hat is to say, iii the ease of the cocci from the 
olHet'r’s throat the key iiad not fitted the lock 
and so HOIK' of the goods had lieeii stolen. The 
goods were all thi'n^ whtm a key which did fit 
the lock w as nst‘d. 

Ill the sixth case — the cocrus from 
throat of the soldier c'xaidly the samo thing 
ha])[)eried as laid hajipened in tlie fifth ease. 
None of the special antidote was iisini np. Tt 
was, therc'fore, a fair c'onelnsioii tlial vvliih’s all 
the four wr/u'ar/orfxrt (Nos. 1. II., ITT. and IV.) 
w'c^re identical, tbo two cocci wliic-li appi*ared 
exactly like th(^ meningococci belonged, in fact, 
to a differi'iit family and category. 

But th(‘re was a second louelusion to be 
drawn, and oiu* of v^ery gnnit practical im- 
portanet'. As luis already been statinl, there 
w^as an "" antl-mcu itufococcal serum'' on tlie 
market at the time when this work began. 
That serum laid been pri'pareil from men ingo- 
cocci taken from “ spotted fev't'r ” eases in an 
earlier epidtauie. Presumably it was potent 
against tlu'se 7 neningocorci from wliudi it had 
been prepari'd. But it w as not pot (ait* aga inst 
the 7 neningococr i of this oiithriaik. Therefore 
at least two separate typi^s of true meningo- 
cocci existeil, taieli type being able fo c*ause the 
ilLseasi' “ spotttal fever.” 

The, ia*xt step, thiavfon*, was to c*olh‘(*t a 
large number of true ineningococcl from a, large 
uumb€>r of difYerent easi's in dilYurent parts of 
the country and to compare them so as to find 
out w'liether in this particular outbreak all wt^ro 
of the same breial or not. Thirty -two difYerent 
“ strains ” of jnoiingococci wtaa? accordingly 
obtained, and a rabliit was ])repared in f be usual 
way against* one, of the 32 strains, ’’riien one 
by one each of the 32 strains was tested by 
means of the serum of the prepared rabbit. 

The result was that the antidote containing 
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ihbit .s(‘rnin prepared by moans of one of the 
> strains of 7nenhigococci was found to destroy 
) out of the 32 strains. Tlio remaining 13 
rains were not destroyed, and did not use up 
ly ot the antidote. Accordingly the 19 
enuiffororci were grouped togc'tlier and classed 

s Typf^ I- 

Next, another rabbit was prepared with one 
the iMMiiaining 13 strains of ineninfjococci 
liich were not affected by the antidote con - 
uiiiig sc^rum of the first rabbit. Each of the 
! strains of fnenwtjococvi was tested by means 
the serum of this second rabbit, with ilje 
suit that (‘ight of them were destroyed, and 
e remaim'ng 24 were not affected. The eiglit 
'ains of inenintfococci which w ere destroyetl by 
is second serum w’ere grouped together and 
issed as '^rype II. 

There thus remained five strains of inenhi- 
^ococcl out of the original 32 which had not 
en affected by either the first or second 
tidote-containing serum. A third rabbit 
IS accordingly prepared in the same way by 
^ans of one of these five remaining strains of 
■ningocorci ^ and all the 32 strains were tested 
the resulting serum. It was found that only 
ir strains of menlugococci were destroyed by 
is third serum. These four strains belonged 


VGAINST TYPHOID IN FRANCE. 

to tlie still unclassified group of five strains 
which had bet^n unaffected by the first and 
j-eeond antidote-containing sera. They were 
therefore classified as Type III. 

That loft one strain only unclassified. A 
fourth rabbit was j^repared with this one strain, 
f nd the whole 32 strains were tested by means 
rf the serum which resulted. Only one strain 
\^as destroyed- the strain l^y means of which 
t :ie rabbit had been ])repared. This strain 
V as therefore elasse<l as Type IV'. 

Thus of the 32 fnen ingococci investigated 
t lore won' found to be 19 of Typo I., 8 of 
Type 11., 4 of 'Jyt)e HI., and 1 of '^Pype IV'. 
1 ere, then, was the answer to the question w hy 
tie serum which was on the market at the 
b ^ginning of the ei)idemic w as useless. It was 
useless because it was a serum containing the 
a itidoto to a typo met with only seldom in 
this epidemic. In order to be of any use a 
Sfiruin must clearly contain the exact antidote 
o‘ the type of meningococcus actually present 
ii . the ease treated by it. . 

This w’as a discovery of enormous importance 
*aiid of revolutionary character. It meant that 
a new epoch in the diagnosis and treatment of 
this terrible disease had been opened. The old 
days of groping in darkness, of bitter disap- 
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INOCULATING FRENCH SOLDIERS TO THE MUSIC OF A GRAMOPHONE. 


point mont with .serum treatment in one ease and 
lively hope in another (depending on whether 
the scrum used matched the type of germ 
present), were past for over. Kxact knowledge 
usliered in the period of exact methods of 
attack. Already the intelligcneo department 
of the Central Laboratory had justified itself 
by getting into close touch with the enemy. 

The first investigation, to which referenc*e 
has been made, had shown that some suspected 
eiirriei*s had cocci in their throats whicli diil not 
react to one type of serum prepared by means 
ot some true ineningococci. This investigation 
was now carried a stagii farther, and all the 
nicningococcus-lika organi.srns which had been 
seciu*od from suspected carriers were examined 
by means of the four separate typos of sera. 
Kach serum related to one special type of 
germ. The re.sult was that while scvc*ral of 
these cocci were incriminated as belonging to 
one or other of the four type.s, the majority 
were acquitted. 

Here, then, was a simple «and a rapid method 
of dealing with any ca.se which might arise. As 
«oon as the man was suspected of being a 
carrier of the disease a swab must be taken 
from liis throat and all the germs in his tliroat 


grown on culture media. These gi'rms must 
then be tested ]>y means of the four “ typo 
sera.” If they happened to be dc»stroyed by 
any one of tlie.so .sc^ra then they would be elassf'd 
as belonging to thc^ type, to wliieli the serum 
that destroyed tliem belonged ; if they did not 
}iap 2 :)en to be destroyed by any one of these 
type sera, then th(' ])atient could be aef|uitted 
forthwith. 

This knovvledgi^ was rapidly dissi'ininatiHl 
from G.H.Q. to thc^ various frcints. By the 
financial a.ssistanco of the Medical Research 
Committee outfits containing specimens of each 
of the four types of 7?iei} ingococci and alj^o sam- 
ples of each of tlie four type sera were dis- 
imtched with full dirc'ctions how to use them 
to the district laboratories. It was urged that 
the exact type of meningococcus jiresent in 
cases, carriers and contacts, should bo deter- 
mined in every instance. Sera for treat ment of 
each of the tyi>es were also prepannl and sent 
out. 

The main issue liad now been settled — that 
there were four types of this meningococcus. 
But it remained to settle some lesser questions 
upon which the full success of the work depend- 
ed. The first of these related to the distri- 
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LIEUTENANT BEUXIN, ANALYST TO THE FRENCH ARMY, EXAMINING ' 
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Ijiition ok t'ho typtis tlio country. 

It was found that the meningococci corning? 
from military cases during 1915 wore chiofly 
sjjocimf^us of Type I, at first, but thiit, as th(' 
outbreak progrcsstnl. Type IT. becaine more 
abundant. When the disease declined during 
f ile summer of 1915 several specimens of Type 
111. were m(‘t with, and the solitary specimen 
of Typo IV. which was found also dated from 
the late stages of tliis 1915 outbreak. It was 
also notf'd tliat when the diseiise returned in 
the last months of 1915 first of all Type I. 
n^appeanul, to be shortly suc;coeded by Tyi^t^ 
Jl., whi(^h then became the jjredominant type. 
Tlio epid(*mie of 19 I (i, liowevia*, was remarkable 
lor an increase in the number of cases due to 
Type TV. A relatively large number of cases of 
Type II. were met with in the I.ondon dist rict. 

The next question was : Does more than one 
type of 7Nrt)ingococcus occur in the flui<l sur- 
rounding the brain in any one case of “ spotted 
fever ” > Tho answer was obt ained by collect- 
ing a number of cases and testing the bacteria 
found in them by means of the type sera. In 
every instanci^ in which the brain fluid was 
t'xamiiied in tliis way one type of 7nen i tigococctm 
and one type only was discovereii. 

This important discovery settled the difli- 
culty of “mixed’* infections and gave the 
doctor treating “spotted fever ” the assurance 
tliat in any one case ho had ])ut one typo of 
germ to figlit against. It wa.s soon followed 
by the discovery that the type found in tlio 
brain fiuid was also always tho same as the 


type' found in the nose and throat of the same 
patient. 

This, again, was of the highest im])ortance, 
because it had come to bt' recognized that this 
disease, “spotted fever,” begins when tho 
germ makes its way from throat or n'^)s(5 t hrough 
tlu^ skull to tlui brain fluid. Here w’as con- 
firmation of that view. Mor(^ov<u\ wdieu 
suspicion rested upon a case it was now only 
necessary to examine a swab from the thr»avt- - 
a much easier matter than drfiwing fluid off 
from brain and spinal cord. On the result of 
the examination of tin' throat swab a diagnosis 
coulcl bo made forthwith and tn'atment 
begun, thus saving valuable time and alfording 
the patiemt a mucli bet ter chance. 

Further, the fact that tho meningococcus 
w’as found to be alway.s present in the naso- 
pl laryngeal secretion at tho beginning of an 
attack, and that it was constantly of the same 
type as the meningococcus in tho brain fluid, 
indicated unmistakably that every case of 
‘‘spotted fever ” was in reality an instance of a 
carrier developing the disease. Tho fact 
that if the germs obtained from any case were 
inoculated into animals, these animals 
invariably became infected with the same 
type as that injected into them, and nev’er 
harboured any other type, was convincing 
Xjroof tliat in this disease type breeds true,'' 
or, in otht'r words, that while Types L, II., III., 
and IV. produce much tho same symptoms 
in the people they infect, they are nevertheless 
entirely distinct and different organisms which 
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in tiny circmnstaiices “ c-luinjrr into ” 
otiior forms, but which always maintain their 
own characteristics. 

This work furnished, as will bo scon, weaptms 
otrainst tho disease whicli were boimd to prove 
successful if used witli courage and care. >Jot 
;l moment was lost in bringing the full force of 
the new knowledge to bear upon the disease. 
'J’hc following cxamj)le shows, indeed, iiow 
thon>ughly and oven unsi)aringly the. know- 
ledge was applied. 

An outbreak of the f<‘ver was notified from 
a largo garrison to\\’n in the spring of 1910. 
Captain Armstrong, at that time attached to 
the Central Laboratory, was s<mt down to 
assist in the identifieation of carriers. He 
T(><)k imnu'diate and what might at one time 
luivo been regarded as drastic steps. He 
proceeded to swab not only the iinnu'diaft* 
contacts — /.c., persons who had been in cont act 
witli victims ol th(‘ disi*ase during tho incuba- 
tion p('riod but also a very largo section of the 
t'litirc* garrison who, so far as could bo ascer- 
ta.ine<l, had not bo(‘ti in direct contact with the 
actual eases. In this way,” runs the report 
of Colonel Gordon to th(‘ Medical llcscarch 
Committee, “ ho and liis assistants examined 
th(‘ naso’pharynx of some 10,000 nuai, thc^ vast- 
majority of whom had becni in no diri‘ct contact 
with the cases. As tho result of this extensive^ 
swabbing, Capta.in .:\rrnstrong provisionally 
isolated 410 men as btung <*arriers of an 


organi.sm closely resembling the fncm'ngo- 
roccH^. At this point Captain Armstrong was 
unavoidably detached for duty clsewlu're, and 
Jdeiitenant W. J. Tullocli, R.A.M.C., attached 
to th<* Central J^iaboraitory, wtis sent down 
in th<^ motor laboratory to invest igatc' . . . th> 
coca, present in tlu' naso-pharynx of th<* nuui 
provisionally pla-ced in isolation by Captain 
Armstrong.” C)f these 410 men, 80 had 
l)ecome free of suspitiious orga.nisms by th<^ 
t im<^ of Lieiit taiant Tulloch’s first visit and wert* 
<lischarged. All of the rcana-ining 324 yielded 
moiuujococcas'l ike orga.nisms. When thes<‘ 
organisms w('re U‘sted by means of sera. 
'Pypes I., 11., arul IV. (the type's found present 
in this e>utl)reak) no less than 103 showed no 
spe'cifitt eficef., /.c., they wc're not affected by 
the sera. Tlio men carrying the.s(‘ imaffccted 
orga.nisms were accordingly set free. The 
remaining 221 coce t sh<)wed definitely positiv * 
results, and it was found possible' in the^ ca.so e)f 
193 of theses to rc‘le‘gate' the'ui to their ("ixact 
ty])c forthwith. The re sults w(*re‘ as follows : 

SiK'eime'us e'xaim’neel, 193; 'l\vpe I., 30; 
Type 11., 72 ; Type* IV., 71. 

Tlu' re'port oe)ncludcd ; ” Kvidemee e>f the* 

ofiica.e*y of Captain Armst remg's wejrk is affordt'd 
by the feict- f-ha,t in s])if.e^ of the largo mnnbe*r e)f 
men cxamiiie'd in this infee*te‘ei garrise)n, no 
singles instance ca-mt^ to notietc ed“ a man pa.sse‘el 
by him as a ne^gafive* e‘ithe*r ele*ve*loping flu- 
elisease* or transmitting it te) armthe*!*.” 
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A routine procedure was now established 
in all cases of outbreak. When information of 
a suspected case of “ spotted fever ” was re- 
ceived, and if the case was already in hospital, 
details as to his imit wore ascertained at once by 
telephone. If the unit was in the London area, 
the immediate contacts were segregated by tele- 
phone pending investigation of the case. If it 
appeared in the least degree probable that the 
case was one of cerebro -spinal fever, a quantity 
of fluid was at once drawn off from the fluid sur- 
rounding the brain and spinal cord. A quantity 


at once, Le.y rubbed over a layer of medium in a 
glass dish so as to convey the germs on the 
swab to the medium for hatching and growth ; 
the “plates** were carried in heated water — 
jacketed tins supplied for the purpose. Actual 
cases of the disease were treated in special 
wards ; positive carriers were sent to isolation 
wards at another military hospital. 

The treatment of actual cases was carried 
out under the care of Captain A. C. E. Gray, 
and by means of the new polyvalent serum 
called the “ Millbank-Listor Institute Serum.” ' 



PASTEUR INSTITUTE AT ALGIERS. 
TricuratiniS the Vaccine. 


of serum was then injected into this brain fluid 
— what is known as a polyvalent serum being 
used, t.e., a mixture of the four sera for Types I., 
II., III., and IV., so that no matter which type 
of germ was present, it would be attacked at once 
while bacteriological investigation was going on. 
A naso -pharyngeal swab was also taken. 

The “ hospital contacts ’* were determined 
by various considerations. If the case had 
been admitted but a few hours it was thought 
sufficient to swab the patients in the two or 
three beds on either side, and in the four or 
five beds opposite, together with the nurses and 
orderlies ; but if the case had been longer in the 
wards, a more complete examination was carried 
out. ' Regimental contacts were dealt with in 
the same way. All swabs were “ plated ” 


The patient got his first dose of this serum 
when the fluid was drawn from his spine. A 
second dose and a third at intervals of 24 hours 
were given as soon as he reached the special 
wards, and this irrespective of the amoimt of 
improvement which had taken place. Generally 
speaking, a case of average severity required 
from four to six doses, very severe cases from 
six to ten doses, while cases which failed to 
improve before ten doses of serum had been 
given usually proved fatal. The injections 
were continued imtil the patient’s temperature 
had been normal for at least two days. 

It was found that if treatment was begun 
before the seventh day of the disease the mor- 
tality was about 13 per cent., whereas if it was 
begun on the third day, or earlier, the mortality 
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was only 9 per cent. The vast importance of 
early diagnosis was thus made evident, and 
the careful work accomplished to enable early 
diagnosis to be made justified to the full. 

Those mortality percentages — 13 and 9 — 
are seen in their true light when they are com- 
pared with the mortality percentages from 
this disease which prevailed before the Mill- 
bank -Lister serum was available. In those 
days the mortality percentage varied from 40 
to 60 per cent., the course of the disease was 
iniieh more protracted, the symptoms mucli 


Two parts of this three -fold problem had 
now been solved. A method of examining 
and segregating contacts had been devised 
and what amounted to a cure of the disease — if 
given early enough — had been found. In order 
to complete the work it was necessary to 
devise some means of curing carriers and 
rendering them safe. 

The carrier problem had for long been 
one of the most perplexing of all medical pro- 
blems. It was know n, for example, that many 
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more severe, and the complications and after 
troubles more frequent. 

This reduction of mortality from 60 per 
cent., the worst of the old figures, to 9 per cent., 
the best of the new ones, represented one of the 
greatest triumphs in the medical history of the 
war ; it represented sheer achievement, for the 
victory had been won step by step against 
w'hat seemed like overwhelming odds. The 
immediate fruits of the victory were very 
many lives, and these fruits would con- 
tinue to be gathered indefinitely until this 
tell plague was finally stamped out. To 
put the matter in concrete form a single figure 
may be given : out of the 33 military cases 
w’hich were treated by serum in the London 
district alone in 1916 only three died. 


an epidemic of typhoid fever owed its origin to 
a carrier, yet it was almost impossible to cure 
many of those carriers. Again, there were 
diphtheria carriers who were a danger to all 
with whom they came into contact. Those 
also constituted a serious difficulty. Finally, 
the “ spotted fever ” carrier promised, if he 
was allow^ed to go his way uncured and un- 
supervised, to be the author of fresh epidemics 
and outbreaks. 

This was no idle throat, as the following 
cases, histories of which were presented to 
th) Medical Researcli Committee, show : 

“ Sapper B. returned from France on 
April 9, 1916, and had been complaining of 
headache and pains in the back and legs while 
in the trenches a few days previously. There 
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w IS Ilf) evidfiico' that, ho had liad any menin- 
gitis. Two days after his arrival one of liis 
children was taki'ii ill and removed to a general 
hospital with symptoms of cerehro -spinal 
meningit is. Next day another cliild was taken 
ill, anti rt'inovt^d to an isolation hosyiital, wht'ro 


i 
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he died of tho disease. 'J'ho father was now 
isolated, and found to be a carrier of Type IT. 
meningococcus, A few days after removal tht^ 
first child was discharged after what was 
termed an ‘ abortive ’ attac^k of et^rebro -spinal 
meningitis. He wtis tlu^n feteh<*d by his sister. 
Up till then the sister had been quite well. 
She did not subsequently see lier father at elos * 
cjuarters, but t>n tho following Sunday she was 
takfui ill ill the morning and died within 24 
hf)urs. A swab from the child liaving tin* 
‘ abortiv^e ’ attack sliowed the presence of 
'J\vpo TI. meningococcus in the naso-ydiaryrix. 
There had been no cerebro-spijuil ferer in the 
borough for eighteen months until these cases 
occurred.^" 

An even mnn* striking case was the ft)l- 
Jowing : “The patient developed tlio disease 
at- . . . Military Hospital after ho hml bt?en 
there for two months on account of an accident. 
Of the four positive contacts three were of the 
same typij as the t asc. Two of these were in 
thf'- beds on ('ith(T side* of the case, and the 


other was tho staff nurse of the ward. All the 
available evidence went to show that the nurse 
was a chronic carrier, and inquiry revealed tho 
fact that she had started nursing in the ward 
within two months, and had been nursing 
several cases of meningitis a year before, and 
had not been swabbed subsequently. It seemed 
probable that the case was infected by this 
staff nurse.” The niu'se remained a carrier. 
4’'ho one positive cont.act who harboured a 
tneniiujococciLS of a different typo could, of 
course, be excluded from the group. Ho was 
perhaps a carrier on liis own account, for in all 
outbreaks it was found that tho carriers greatly 
outnumberc^d tho cases. 

Many efforts were miult' to treat the carriers, 
and these included an iodine and menthol spray 
for the nose and throat, “ cusol,” chlorine water, 
and “ chloramine.” It might have been ex- 
pected that any of these efforts would succeed, 
for the meningococcus is one of the least resistant 
of all biuiteria to disinfectants. Iliihappily it 
was 'found that tlie results of treatment were 
disappointing, not to say discouraging. On 
the assumption tliat the reason for tliis was 
thc^ failure of tho douches and sprays to roach 
the lodging-places of the germs, it. was decided 
to attempt a m'w method of administration — 
thci breathing of a steam-laden atmosphere 
into which the drug had be<*n introduced in tlu‘ 
form of fine droplets floating as a cloud, mi si 
or nebula. 4"he drug sek^cted for use Avas 
“ chloramine,” as it had proved th<5 most 
efficacious, and a small “ inlialation chamber” 
was secured for tho work. 

This chamber was a room of l,0r)0 cubic feet 
capacity, kindly put at tho disposal of tli<* 
investigators by Sir Uavid J3ruce, Commandant 
of the Royal Army Medical C^ollege. A Lingner 
Spray was emyiloye^d. It was found that when 
5 per cent, of c4iloramine Avas being sprayed 
the atinOs{)here was too jiun^ent for the com- 
fort of those* in the chamber, “ but with 2 jier 
cent, tlie atmosphere could, during tho spring 
months, be tolerated easily for five minutes, 
and by some for 20 minutes or longer. The 
atmosphere during these tests became so 
<lens(^ that it was not possible to see across the 
room, but this steam-laden air when inhaled 
through tho nostrils caused a not uncoin- 
fortablo flow of secretion, and tho chloramine 
impinging on the mucous membrane of the 
naso-pharynx produced a pleasant tingliiig 
sensation.” 

Observations were first made on two carriers, 
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THE LINGNER ATOMIZER. 

and it was found that if tlioy breathed deeply 
and steadily the incniiKjococcus was temporarily 
d(\stroyed in ttu‘ir naso-jdiaryngeal secretion 
within five niinntes. In one of the carri<*rs, 
however, the ?ne)ihigococcNS reapi)eared. Both 
tlien had a further treatment-, and both were 
rid of the mcni ntjococcus as a result of it. 

This was so satisfactory that it was decided 
tr) snbj(H't thirteen chronic anti troublesoino 
<*arriers, who had been under trejitmcnt for 
periods varying from three to 17 months, 
to the inhabit itms. Tn the event. 10 of the 
‘•hronic carriers were cured, the longest period 
occupied in treatment being 13 days, and the 
shortest four. Inhalations were ca ^ried out daily 
lor 15 to 20 minutes. Three c,ast\s did not elejxr 
up, but of these, two wer<^ too nervmus to 
inhale properly, and the third could not 
tolerate the drug. It was concluded, there* 
tore, that in chloramine given by means of a 
steam spray in an inhalation chamber a means 
was available of getting rid ontje and ft)r all 
of chronic carriers of “ spottt*d fever.” This 
lirial discovery may be said to have ended the 
< ainpaign as a whole. 


no less threatening, was in progress. This 
disease was dysentery, brought into Croat 
Britain from the Kastern Mediterranean in the 
bodies of a large number of soldiers, '^rhese 
soldiers htul hod the disease themselves, ami 
had so far recovered from it as to look and fec*l 
fairly well ; but there was, nevertheb^ss, good 
reason to regard them as carriers. Unhappily, 
when the rush of men from the Bast bt»gaii 
there was no existing organization staffed 
and erpiipped for the diagnosis of dysen- 
tery. The diagnosis r>f dysent(‘ry depends 
upon the finding of tlie so-calb‘d Ktitafnalxt 
histohftica. This is a small protozoon or 
animalcule which inhabits the bowel, in which 
it movtvs about. So long as it riauaihs in the 
bowel the patient- is a dangt'r to himself and 
others. 

The military autliorities quickly realized 
that active steps must be taken to deal w’ith 
these dysentery carriers, w'ho were arriving in 
great nmiibers. It was evidently necessary to 
obtain specialist help at on(*e ; but unfortu- 





While the campaign against “ spotted fe\’c*r ” 
was being pressed forward, another campaign 
against another disease which, if less fatal, was 


THE FALMOUTH ATOMIZER. 
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iuil(*ly tlio num})fr of ]>ersnns availublo in 
Hn^Iaiid who \M*ro coiiip(*tent to inako th(‘ 
ro([uisito oxaininations and to prodnro records 
of scioiitifie value was very small in ndat iori to 
th(‘ sudden eu.ll for this particular knowledjjje 
and skill. 

'l'h(‘ Army authoritif's tlierefon' called tot.}i<‘ir 
assistance tlie ^h'dical Kesearch (\)mmittee, 
just- as they had <lone in the case of “ sf)otted 
f(*\ <*r,'’ and imm(*dia.tf' ste])s \\ t'ri‘, taken to 
pla n out a, ea.mpa,i^n. 

'^riie diniculli('s to be faced were very for- 
mida])le. Tlie aino'ba wliieli causes the dysen- 
tery is very ditlicadt to find and also ditruadt to 
reco^ni/A*. It \N'as (*asy to se(* that if those wlio 
wer(‘ d('put<‘d to scairch for it proved inc.oni- 
j>etent mucli mor(‘ liarm t han ^.^ood would n^sult. 
Men who w(‘re in fact infected Mould be passcal 
as health^', and on b»*in^ liboratt^d from sufx-r- 
vision M'ould almost c(*rtaiid\’ act. as spr(‘aders 
of t he dis(ais<‘. 

"rh<‘ iirst st('p, then, was to (ailk'ct together 
all l-lie competi’nt in\'<*st ijzators \n hose* work 
<*ould ])<' reli<‘d upon, and to set^ tluMii to train 
oth<T peopk' to carry on the work. Tins, as 
Mill be seen, M a.s a st(‘p similar to that taken 
b\' (%)lonel (Jordon in the case of ‘‘spotteci 
fever. ' Jt Mas a necessary pn*liminary to a. 
mass att ai'k on t h(‘ dis<‘ase. Tlui st‘l(‘(d(*d 

for training Mon* not doctors doctors M'<*re 


too scarce at the time, but they M^ero students 
of science M'ho had already acquired apti- 
tude in microscopic work. The majority 
More zoologists, liotanist s and bacteriologists. 
None, hoMCvta*, had had any training in 
])rotozoology. Yet they Mere all eager to 
acquire proficiency and thus as a class of 
learners Mere very much a})Ovo tla* average. 

The instruction Mas giv(‘n at the VN’ellcomc 
Bureau. Bach day a numlx'r of suspected 
specimens from various hospitals arriv(ol at thii 
Bureau for protozoological examination. The 
<‘xaTninations More all made by ex[)(‘rts tiiid tJie 
findings noorded. "IMien (*ach member of th(^ 
chiss also examined the spt'cimen. '^Phus it- 
M as ])ossible for the learners to bccouK* ac- 
quainted Mith all th(* diniculties and jiuzzles, 
aiid mistake's did not ('sca]><* detection. 

The ^Medical Besearcli (‘ommit t(‘(' 2 )laced the 
directiem of the m ork in t he hands of Mr. 
(‘lilTord Dolx'll, lecturer in 2)rol ist ology in the 
Inqx'rial Colk'ge* of Seiemex', and it was uiuhu* 
ids <‘an‘ that tlie M’orkt*rs reh'rred to M(*n‘ 
trained. A study (d‘ the records of cas(‘.- 
axailable at the beginning of the work, indeed, 
c,onvinc(‘d Mr. Dobell that the very first, and 
most imj)orf a,nt.. st(‘p Mas to ma.k(^ sure* that 
ev(‘rv exarnini'r for the anuebaof dysentcu’y M a,s 
eompetent to do In’s or her M'ork. Only by 
s(*euring that t h(‘ d<‘t ('cf i v('s kn(‘M’ th('ir business 
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could it 1)<‘ st‘(‘ur(‘d t hat I ho iiuuoha woubi not 
ill any instan<*o osoap<‘ d<‘t(‘cti<)n. Jndoc'd it 
was stat('(l dofinitcdy at tiu' tiiiio in a r(‘|)()rt 
that (‘xaininat ions madi' l>y |)ors(>ns — liow- 
ovor skillcMl t lioy may lx* in ot.fior niat t-(‘rs — who 
liu.\o not sorv’(‘d their ;ip])ront ioi'shij) to the 
act lull ^^'Ol•k its(df, possess no scion! itio vahio 
\\ hatsoov(*r, and that for tlio a,\{*ra.^o worker a 
]>ra,ctical training of not less tJian four to six 
weeks is, (wen under tlie jnost fa\oura])le 
<‘<uiditioiis, requisite. Tlie errors committe<l 
hy an (‘xaminer with little or no jirevious t‘x- 
p< rieiiee art* sucdi as L c'ould not lia-ve l)eii('\'(‘<I 
possibk^, if 1 Jiad not actually encounter'd tia'in ; 
and in eases wlu're th(^ hc'alth of th<' [)ati(‘nt is 
at stake it is, I beliovt', almost better that no 
‘ xaininatic)!! at all should be made than that 
it slajuld bo made by an inconqietent or in- 
*‘\pi‘rienet'd person.” 

This definite stat(‘ment had an immediate 
‘ th'et. It disposed of the idea that easiial 
' xam illations meant anything at all, and it 
l>rov('d that this (piestion of the dysentery 
‘■arrier was a much liigger fpiestitin than had 
’"‘on supposed — and probably a much mor<* 
'"‘gent question. 

Ihit not only was it necessary to have com- 
petent examint^rs ; it was also nece.ssary to 
have frequent examinations. As soon as tiie 


work f>f ••xaiuinat ion was bi'gun m earne.'^t at 
the laboratorv to which the militar\' hosjiilals 
sent- t heir sp(‘cim(‘ns, it was found llia.t in man\' 
instances oiH* sp(‘cinu‘n would |>r<)Vt) n<‘gal i v(‘ - 
/.c., no iimo'ba* would be found in it ; \’et- 

;moth(‘r spi'cimen taken from t la' same patient 
at a later dat(‘ would (‘ontain tin* anucb.a*, 
perhaps in la.rg(‘ numlx'j-s. 'Tiie following 
talde shows this very cb'arly (the cases w cr J 
untreateii when exainiia'd): 

NVMlUai OF KX \M 1 N \'l IONS. 
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That is to say, t liat in li\ e cas<‘s 122 examina- 
tions w(‘r(' mad(', and at tlies^ examinations 
aniO'ba! were found only Iti timers. 'N'et all 
of th(‘S(* patii'iits were infected, and liad any 
one of them lieen allowed to go frc'e disaster 
might con('t*ival)ly liavc followed. In the casi 
of pat if'nts undt'rgoing treatment by “ emetine,’* 
a. drug pri'jiared from ipecacuanha, examina- 
tions were nearly always negativis yt't it wai 
found that as soon as tr('atm(*nt stopped th i 
a.nMi*bai r<‘a})peared in very many of th<*so 
cast's. It was therefore concludi'd tliat at tla^ 
time of this treatme'nt lU'gative examinations 
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had no value whatsoever, and should be discon- 
tinued. When they beeaine valuable was 
after treatiiierit — as a test of the effects of 
treat.! nent-. Tt. was r(*portc‘d : 

“ In inorr* t lian 50 per cent, of uneured cases 
the return lias taken ])lafie (f.e., the effects of 



KNTAMOTBA HISTOLYTICA. 
lreatin<‘nt have disapjioared) by the end of the 
first w tM'k. J5y tlie sixteenth day after- tn ‘at - 
juent more than 00 per cent, have returned to 
normal ’’ -That is to say, show the aiiuebie as 
b<‘fon‘ — but in some eases as many as 20 days 
may ])ossibly t‘lapse before the eOV'cts of tre^at- 
nieiit disappear. Consetpiently, the value of 
a n<‘gat.iv(‘- examination made during the first- 
thr(‘e \Ne('ks aft(‘r treatment increases with the 
inereasi* of the interval of time iiiterviming 
betwi'CMi it and the end of tri*atm(‘nt.” 

It dot‘S not need to lie [lointed out that this 
discovery was a.lso of v(*ry great valu<\ In the 
first place tlu‘ praises of emetine as a “ cun' ” of 
ammbic dysentery Jiad been loudly sung, and 
an irnprt'ssion was abroad that if a patient liad 
a few doses of this drug lie was all right and 
might be dismissed. That fa.ls<^ and dangc*rous 
view was rt'futt'd and disjiroved, and thus a 
great calamity imdoubtiMlIy prevented. Again 
the way was opent'tl up for a thorough test of 
th!‘ drug a-nd for work upon other drugs which ' 
might give belt ( I* n'sults. .Meantime some 
rules were laid down for the guidance of 
medical oflict'rs handling these cases, one of 
’which was that untn'»U<'<l Cases should be 
subje'cted to six examinations on six se-parate 
days at least before being pronounced free 
from amceba*. (This was a niiiiimum ; a 
greater numbt'i* of exaiuinatitins was not at 
first jiossibk^ owing to pressure of work and 


time.) As regards treated cases, no negative 
c'xamination mode during, or just after treat- 
ment was to bo accepted. Six examinations 
in all were to be made, the first three or four 
days after treatment, the next a \M*ek later, 
the next four in the following week. 

The next work was to investigate and deal 
with th(i problem of treatment. By treat na'ut 
was meant oidy those methods which aimi'd at 
ridding a patient of his infection -in t>ther 
words, at disinfecting him of his amu'bte. (It 
should be note<l that fither amn'bte than tlu^ 
hjHtfnncrba h islolytica were found. KHtfnnfrha 
histolytica was, however, the cause of dysentery.) 
The infec'tc'd pei-son was very seldom ill ; he 
was a. carrier h(' might not e\’en have 
“hail dysentery” at all. Amtebie wc'IH? 
found almost as frc'ipiently in wounded men as 
in old dyst'iitery east's. “ Curt*,” tht'refore, 
meant always, and only, (*om])l(‘tt' riddanct' from 
t\w K}iltjnia‘ba histolytica, and “ rela])si‘ ” meant 
that SOUK' specimt'n from th(‘ paticait had been 
found to contain the amreba — even one amojba ! 

As a beginning, th<‘ old-est aldished drug 
emetine was ])ut to ti'st. About this drug all 
kinds of favoural)l<^ rt' ports had been made ; 
unhappily all the ri'ports wt*re based upon an 
insuflicient numlx'r of (‘xaminat ions, and also 
upon examinations made A\hile treatmt'iit Avas 
bt'ing carrit'd on. Th(‘st> reports were therefort' 
of littk', if of any, pra.ctica.1 vahit'. It was 
necessary to begin all over again. This w as done, 
and the follow ing eonclusitms were formulat(*d : 

(1) Kmt'tine in jected hypodermically in small 
quantities (less than 10 grains in total a-mount ) 
very rarely rids acarrit'r of Entamoeba h istolytica . 

(2) Kull courses of the drug (10-12 grains or 
morc^) are successful in abtuit one-third only of 
the cases treated. 

(3) Ketreatmeiit — with etjual or larger 
amounts of the drug of })atients who have 
already received full (iourses of treatment offei's 
little hope of success. 

Ha])pily at the time Avhen this distinctly 
unfavourable rt'port upon emetine was being 
worked out another drug was becoming known. 
This was known as bismut h emetine.” This 
drug owed its origin to tht' remarkable work ol 
Dr. H. H. Dale. It gave most excellent 
results, as the following tabk? shows : 


( ’as(‘s treiited Avith bismut h emetine 
Certain cures 
ITicertain cures ... 

Besult uncertain ... 

Certainly not cured 


24 

14 

y 

1 

0 
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T]io tests maJfle were oxeeedingly searehing. nf onring tlie dysentery earri<'r. The work upon 
Several of these eases were subjeeted to a very llaviiu' was largely iiidividiiak d(‘pt‘iidiiig upon 

large number of exaininal ions, one of them Dr. Jlrowning’s own extensivi*, indt'ed un- 

aiiother 34, anoth(*r 51, the ])eriod of examina- rivalled, knowledge of the eliemistrv of 

tion extending over 132, 107 and 07 days the anilint' drugs; the other two works 

ropectively. Yet in the words of the investi- were (‘xa.ni])les of tiu* na'tiiod of mass 

gator “ the results so far have been uniformly attack” which Sir Alfred Ki'ogli, w itli the 

suc(*essf ul.” Two of the curi'd eases had assistanct^ of th(' Medical Kt'search ( ‘ominitte<*, 

receivc‘d large doses of the old enadine nn- introduced during tla^ war. It was his idea., 

successfully. The new' drug wms found to bo when a gnait. dis(*asc' jiroblem presented, to fling 

just as effective? against acut(? dysentery as against it evt»ry available forct» and so conquer 

against the “ carrier ” type. Large flos<?s were it once and for all; jihysicians, surgeons, 

found to be necessary — not less than 3t» to 4fl bacteriologist s, physicists, pat hologists,ch<‘mists 

grains in daily doses of 3 to 4 grains. wert' all (Milisted in these campaigns. The 

su(?cess of these campaigns furnished the 
Thus w’ere three remarkable triumphs justification of th*‘ metliod employed, 

acliieved during the year 1910 — the discovery of It would not be jiossible to bring this chapter 

an ideal antiseptic, flavine ; the tracking down to a close without a refc»ren(;e to the result of the 

of the four different germs which cause “ spotted great (‘ampaign against typlioid fever, the lines 

fev't't* ” (cerebro-spinal meningitis), ami the of which have alreiidy, in an earlit'r <‘hapter, 

prc'paratioii of a serum against each of tlu‘m been dealt with. Ty])hoid h'ver, as was tlieii 

wit h result ing drop in death-rate from 40d)0 per ptunted out, has ever been the siiprenu' dread 

cent, to 9 ])er (?t*nt. ; and, finally, the discov(»ry of armies. In the Jloer M ar there w’(‘re 20,000 

of a drug capable in tlie great majority of cases casualties as a result- of it, and tw’ic(' as many 
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\ id inis jis I hei r s\ I'n* \ ictiiiis U) riieiny siiot and 
sIh‘ 11. 'riir same* thing Jiold good of almost 
L‘v<*rv othor war in history. 

In this war, witli its million > of soldiors, tlu'n* 
W(‘rr not cas<*s of tlu* fover, and on 

Fohrnary l.'h MUT, Sir Alfn*d Krogh was a})l<‘ 
t-o toll an audi(‘iK‘<* in J^oiulon that only hv<* 
(*n.sos of the disease were to lie fnniid in tla* 


llrit-isli Army. Sir J^ouglas Haig also li‘stifit‘d 
to the fact that thi? for(*os under his (‘ommand 
w(*r(5 fr(*e from presen table chs(*a.s(*. '^riiat 
lli(‘se miraeulous I’esnits- f(.)r tliej" eannot Ix' 
rt'garded as anything else*— wen* due to tli<' 
policy of inoculation a.do[)t('d at t la* beginning 
of tlu* war no man could doubt. 

.Xriotlu*!* notable* si'ientific triumph was the 
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DRESSING A WOUNDED MAN IN A SHELTER. 
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iMilding of SorbiaM)f ty])liiis fc'ver. Kofen nr-f' 
},ji,s iilrcady bt'cii made tn th(' beginninjr of 1 h(‘ 
.Millaot struggle made against this most di'adly 
disease. The struggle was entirely sue(‘t‘ssful, 
and its sueeess fully bore out tin* idea tliat life* 
\Nor«' th(‘ ni(‘ans of transiiiitting this disc*as(‘. 


vestigators, Triada. and Tto, re])Orfed tin* dis- 
( overy of a spiroeluete in the liver of a guinea. 
])ig whieh had been injeeted with tin' blood of 
a ])atient who was sufha’ing from epidt mie 
jaundice. In 11)15 tla'sc* authors came to the 
eonclusinn tliat thi*^ spiroelneti^ was thv* ee.ut** 



A SERBIAN WEl-L. 

I'lu' devoted band of scientific workers whi» 
\xent out. to tiglit th(' phigue worked upon lliis 
idtNi. TIk'v Tuade it their business 1<» j)rc*vent 
^pn‘ad by ])reventing the transit of lice from 
iTilect(‘d to uninh'cted ]KU‘sons and .‘-o destroying 
1 li"' means of spreacl so far as possible. EelVu’.j 
S( rhia was tinally invaded the great epidemic 
laid })etai eon(jU(*r(’d. 

Uiu* flirt h(‘r jiii’ce of seiiaitifie work renniins 
i" l)(‘ dealt with the discovery of the c*ause of 
tin* so-ea,ll('d Weil’s diseast*, or 
iionidie(‘. Tfiis disease* broke* out among tfi(^ 
*'<»ops in tiu* lOast and also in Eranee, and for 
tiTiK* its true character was not gue.sstd. Tin* 
l^'-(*a.se liad first b(*(*n described by W'eil in 188<i. 

was chairaeterized by jaundict*, fever, and 
‘••'‘inorrhages, and it was apparently of an 
et(‘ctioii.s character. 'I’ln* di.sease broke out in 
' ‘i^t(*rn Japan in 1914, and 178 jiatients wf*n* 
*' I>orted. T’he rJai^anese outbn*ak led to some 
‘"portant bacteriological work and two in- 


ithiy- 



TROUSERS AS IMPROVl/ED EII.THR 
IN MESOPOTAMIA. 

of Wi'il's dis(*as(‘, and Iat(*r th(*y found that the* 
blood of patients recovering from the dis(*ase 
contaiiH'd antiflotes against the spiroeluete* 
they Jiad discov cri'd. This latter piece* of in- 
formation showed that thes spiroe'ha*te was, 
in fact, the* cause of the* disease*, anel that 
receivery te)e)k place* einly when an antidote* had 
bi*e*n produced by the* bloexl. Turther, tho 
invest igate^rs were able to show tliat when they 
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injected the blood of patients witli Weil’s 
disease into guinea pigs the animals developed 
tlio disease and showed spiroclnetes in their 
H\'errf and blood. Tt was found possible to 
pass the infection from animal to animal and 
in one strain tlioy reached actually r>() genera- 
tions. 

Tt was at one time snpy)os('d that the mode of 
infection in this dis(;aso was by the mouth 
Ihit Tto and Ohi were able to communicato the 
disease to animals by af)plying material infected 
by the spiroeluetes to uninjured skin. That 
Jed to the ideti t hat possibly infection occurred 
through the skin. In support of this rather 
interesting view it was found that the disease 
was frt'quf'ut in inen working in a certain jiart 



TYPHOID BACILLI SHOWING I LAGELLAi. 

of a coal mine, and that when the accumulated 
water was pumped out of the mino there was 
no further case in t hat part of the mine. Tliere 
werti more cases in wot than in dry mines, and 
men working on the surfact^ did not eontract 
tlie disease. 

TIu' cases which brf)k€^ out in Franco were 
at first supposed to be ordinary jaundice. But 
when tw^o fatal cases of very d<'ep jaundice 
were noted near one another the matter was 
regarded as suggf'stivo and investigations were 
made by Captains Stokes and Ryle, R.A.M.C. 
{Jo}irnal of the Royal Army Medical Corps). 

• iieso investigations led to the finding of the 
’^I’^^ochiete in tlio blOod of the patients and so 
to the confirming o’ the work of the Ja[)anese 
•iivestigators. 

Hiose spirochiBtes w^ere not unlike the famous 
P n'ochcete pallida, the gerfu t)f syphilis, 'i'hey 
were actively mobile and lashed about vigor- 


ously under tin* mien)sc()[je. ^Phe screwing 
mov'i'iiiMits of the' syy)lulis germ were not 
si'eii, but the movements from side to side of 
one end w hic*li Tnada described w’ere seen. 
Ihc spiroehietes could i>iily be set'ii by refraeted 
light, and this gave them a p<'euliar ap[)ear- 
ance, rather res('mhling a string of brilliants. 

Tvlforts were at <^>nee made to tn'at cases of 
tlie dis('aso in animals w itli salvarsaii OOti ”). 
But unhappily this drug, which had proved so 
pott'iil against the very similar spiroehip.le of 
syphilis, was useh'ss against tlu* s[)irocluetc of 
jaiindic<', the so-ealU'd sjilrorlaHd ivlitcro- 
hamiorrharjica. '^Phe work of devising some 
lethal w’l'apon against the new' microbe was, 
then'fore, }>egun, and efforts were made to solve 



SPIROCHAiTE IGHTERO-H/h:MORRHAGICA 

the riddle*. Me'amvlule*, furth(*r knowledge* of 
the eharacle'r and habit of the spiro(;hicte wiis 
being gamed. 'Plu' idea that it eoiild peru‘trate 
th«5 skin and so gain aeeess to the blood was be- 
coming accepted- some workc'rs w itli the spiro- 
cha'te liad unhappily bec*ojne victims to it. 
Flirt lier, gnrxl grounds for supposing that the 
germ was an inhabitant - [lossibly a normal in- 
habitant of tlw' body of tiu' rat had lieen hnmd. 
The rats ])r<'sumably infe(*ted the treneli(*s which 
tliey inhabited in great numb(*rs. "Piu^ soldiers 
then touc*ht‘d the infected places, and thus the 
germ was able to gain an (*ntranc(' to their bodies. 

K(‘re, again, the wonderful ik*u' detective 
W’ork of the scientist traced a deadly g(‘rm, and 
convicted it as the canst* of a disease. Jf no 
cure was fort heuiniiig at ouei', iiu'ans of jire- 
v’eiition wen? made availabk^ by the new 
knowledge obtained. Trenches from which 
cases had come were dealt with in a very 





BRITISH SICK AND WOUNDED ON BOARD SHIP. 


thorough uianiu'r, and vvrvy effort iiuidt^ to 
keep down the rats inha))itiiig tli<‘in. In this 
way t he epidemic was checked. 

In ('arlier chapters dealing witli the health 
of armies, efforts have h('<gi mad<> to point out 
how enormous was the influence (exercised 
upon th(^ men by tliese devoted efforts to 
preserve their health. No more need be sajd 
upon that subject-. But it must be pointed 
out 1-hat this scientific work, begun by the 
Army for the Army, had a vist effect upon the 
attitude of the civil population to research 
It inaugurated a new conception of medicine ; 
it introduced new methods of attacking and 
rcvsisting disease ; the sure knowledge tliat by 
mass attack upon these lines any disease could 


b<^ mast (‘red and stamped out gained cur 
roncy. Alt manner of w orkers began to demand 
that Army methods should be applied to the 
problems of home life — the syphilis problem and 
the probk'in of consumption. Jn the ease of 
syphilis a b(‘ginning was indeed made torth 
with, partly as a result of the findings of the 
Royal Commission, and partly as a result of 
public prt^ssure. 'rinis t he service's of the Hoyal 
Army Medical Corps w’(tc not only for the war 
— they were for all tinu'. In the Medical 
Research (^ommith'c the British people had an 
assurance tJiat t lu* good work would be carried 
on in peace as in war, until one by one the 
fortresses of disease should be assaulted and 
forced to surrendi'r. 




CHAPTER CLXIX. 


THE SHIPPING PROBLEM: 
AUGUST, 1914 FEBRUARY, 1917. 

I’j FKGT OF \\ Afi ON Smi’IMNG rNFOHKSKKN- TlMlD l*OLJ(’I ES— FlHST (StI-H’S IN IlKt^UJSITiONlNO — 

Pose in Frkiohts — Kxcess Profits — (^vusESof Tonnage Scarihtv PoktPonoestion- Contiiol 
OK tup: Frozen Me:at Industry — Trcensing oe’ Voyages Lmpohtant Committees -Asquith 
( lovi'HiNMENT Hesitations — Kesthigtion of Imports Shipihng Profits (/oal for I^^rance 
and Itat.y -Mr. Lloyd (Jjsorge Appoints a Hkippixg Controller —Sir Joseph Maclay’s 
Task - First Reforms The Jaiad I a ne— Standardized Ships — ^'Phe l^iMPLovKRs’ Federation 

- I^PvPEDITlNG ('oNSTRUGTION -RoOLING OF LABOUR “Sh I PHUILDING AbROAD VV'OODEN ShIPS 

' (Anada — Second-hand Ships — Austrat.ian Purchases -Shipping Fusions — Neutral Ship- 
ping Inter-Allied Chartering Executive — Jnsurani’e. 

W III^^N war hrokp out no owiu'r campaign in miiul, Iwid lavoiin'd a purlicular 

could [lossibly have forosinii tlic typo of ship, partly owing to its suitability for 

full ostont of ilio cliangi.'s wbicb (.*arryiiig iiiou and horses, but one among many 
wore to lx* broiiuht alioiit in tlio Imndroils was a lu'gligibh' fraction, (bo 

liritisii mciYantilo marine \\i(!»in .‘id mouths. owner who liad bet'ii gifti'd with marvellous 

Such acadornio disetussions as there liad been • fore.sigbl would bavo sihti scores of nif'nJianfc 
in the years of ])eac<' ns to tlu? probable etteet ships transporting millions of men across tho 

on JP.’iti.^li shipping of a war with Ceruuiny waters and laden witli horses aiul Runs and 

had been confinod praoticfilly to tilt exp(‘ctal ion equipinont and coal aiul stones. He would 

that a few British merehant sliips would be have soon, as more and mon* vessels were 

sunk liy German eruisors before the Britisli gradually roipiisitionofl l>y tlie State, freights 

\fi,vy \>us fully able to assert its com])let(? rise to levels such as (ould never have been 

mastery over tho enoiii}^ fleet. British owners visioned in his wilde.st dreams, lie would have 

had reason enough to know that tho fighting seen, it is true, the Gorman ernista* menace 

siiirit was abroad in Germany in tlii’! aggressive dealt with c|uiekly by (be Jb’itish Navy, but he 

extension of the German shipping services, would liave seen a mon^ insidious form of 

encouraged and subsidized by the Stat<\ but warfare instituted, because the enemy, in 

they sometimes thought that Germany would ])ractising it, put aside all considerations for 
•tchicAe best what .sho wanted by an active the .safety of civilians, wliether biJonging to 

trade Mar. In any case, tliey argued in the belligerent or neutral nations, and gloated 

l>riti'.h business styh' so prevalent before the while the victims drowned. 

Great War that foreign politics were no con- As tho expiTt manager of shipping foresaw 

CLriv of theirs but of Hie statesmen, wdio, so little, the ordinary business man could have 

pmsiimablv, were awake. bad small inkling of M'hat was mming. He 

Ihus scarcely a merchant ship had ever did not foresee that the Army would hav’e to 

b<'(‘n modelled with militarv purposes in view. absorb miIlion.s of men, putting a heavy strain 

Bne owner, perhaps, with the South African on indus 
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LORD INCHCAPR, C.C.M.CL, 
Chairmnn of the P. & O. Company. 

rtt tlif* clo<‘ks nncl on tlio riiilwjiys Mould ]■^^in£^ 
about <*oiig('s1 ion u-nd C'orisorjUfMil ly most 

soriotirt dulsiyw to shipping. H(' did not forosiee 
that iriJiny imports, including ov<'n food sup- 
pliers, Mould iiavo to bo prohiliited and drastic 
rostriedions be placed on otlu'rs becuuso of the 
sca.n*it.y ot tonna^^rc^ 

TIk' statesman, too, could have liad little 
idea of liow events Mould shape' tliomselves. 
ft Mas understood t.liat in (he early days of 
the M’ar a ^e*nei’al scheme of requisitioning was 
submitted to (lie Admiralty, but m evs a etoed. 
ThernererforM a.rd for ne*cirly tM o and a half years 
such state'smanshi}) jls Mils shoMii towards 
M'hat b<'<‘amet knoMii as the sliipping problem 
Mas fumbling and anuiteurish. At the Board 
ot 'JVeide Mas a l*re*sidcnt who, by’ lioredity 
jind e'arlv' ))usine'ss experie'iice, sliould have 
biM'n stcM'pe'd in s]ii])ping lore', and the country 
she)uld have* be'e‘n infinite'ly' the gainer by 
t hat eircumst«ine*i:‘. Vet INI r. Walter Runeiman, 
M'ith good ijiti'iitions, industrious and self- 
e*e)nlident, entiioly hiik'd thre>ughout to cope' 
M’ith (lie* issue's raise'el. ./here* Mas little sign 
of any le^ading on tJie* f)iirt of the* Boord of 
Trnde, but tht've Mc're so manv cominitte'e's 
forme'd — so nuiny cooks f'ceh with his finger 


ill tile' pie— that it Mtis diflflcult to say whose* 
Mas really thr* re'sponsibility’ for the eliaos 
into M’hich shipping was alloMiHl to elrift. Al! 
that M’a< done te) relic've* the situation M’a^. 
eloiie in e*ach instance* only after there' had 
be'e'ii st reing ]inblie a.git at ieins. Steps M ere* 
pointe*el eiut tei Mr. Asejuith’s jGovwnrneiit 
uhiedi it re‘fus(*el te> t ike' eir igneir(‘d. Tt M’a-« 
emly^ aft(*r the feiruiiition eif INlr. Idoyd George’s 
< k)ve‘rnme‘nt in l>e‘ee*ml)e*r, that it bc'came* 

e*le*ar that a firm grip lead at last, lM*e*n secured on 
the '^hip])ing |)ro}>le’ni. Tlie* me’a.snres take*n 
ue*re^ ve ry late*, but eibviously’ this Mas a taXM* 
in which Ihe^y Mere be'tter latei than never. 

It Mil- ti feirt uneJ (* eircunisianee that jn.st 
before' the* u ar thei-e* M’jis meire shippitm a.float 
tlinn M as a.(‘tually requiiwl fe^r the* m orld’s 
nee'ils. Se_> gre'at Mas the surplus that seht'ino 
Me'ri! actually mooted for laying up tonnage'. 
\VJie*n, therefore, the Adiuinilty first be’gan to 
re ‘e I nisi ti on ve\sse.'ls for Mar purposes, nian> 
owneji's aceept/Cel the terms with alacrity, and 
seeme* Me*re* kiu>s\ii to be* dedightod that the.'ir 
ships M’ere rf*quisitie>ne*d at- rates suhst antia.II\ 
a, hove those^ previously ruling in the; marke*!. 
'Thoso terms Mere* a.gre't*el upon betMe*eii the* 
Admiralty and a numbe*!* e>f e.‘,onimitte*e*s feirme.'ei 
e)f the oM’nci*s of the diff<'re*nt ehiKSses e.>f tonnage, 
ovf'r all of which Leml Tncheape;, G.C.M.tJ.. 
Chairman of the* B. tfc (). Compeiny’, presiel(*el. 
Viieyv ])rovide*d sea.l(?s eif hire for liners of varving 
speed, cross -Channel stoauiers, oil-tank vessels, 
large and small cargo steminers, and eolli<*rs. 
“ TJio .shipeiMiier.*^',"’ MTOte J^orel Tnclie^ape* te* 
Lorel M t'r.se;y, tiie Pre'sident of the Aelmirally 
Transport Arbitration Board M’l»i(;h had bcf'u 
set up, “ liave' res]ionded loy^ally tf) the ele*- 
mands of the country, and ha\ e* placed all thf*ir 
re-souret's ungrudgingly at. tlie service of the* 
CeA’e‘rnme*nt in this national emergency. Tlx* 
shipOM’n«rs’ foresight and e'lite'rpri-^e havt* 
p]aee*d at tlie disposal of the Government x 
splendid fleet of transports which have for 
ycai*s been run without any tiling in the shap“ 
of Government aid.” And he added, “but, 
inasmuch as the rates and conditions agreed 
upon Mere in all cases arrived at by a ptoeesv 
of give and take, and by an honest dotermina 
tion to arri\e at a fair and friendly settlement, 
r venture to express the hope that the Admiralty 
M’ill not regard them as in any sense a maxirnun t 
which is capuhle of reduction, and at the same 
time T trust that the shipowners will not look 
upon them as a minimum on which incrertses 
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be built, as any dispute of tliis kiinl 
oil either side would inevitahly l<*a(l to a re- 
opening of all tlio (piesfions and eojisid<'rMtion> 
u’hie-h led up to our n‘eomiu(*ndations.” S«>iiie 
of tlie rates in the course of time were luoditit'd, 
l)ut the terms llu'ii agreed upon formed tlie basis 
,»u whieli pra(‘tic:dly the* whoh* of the British 
inerc*antile ’marine liad, by the beginning of 
P.n7,come under retpiisit ion to tlie ( iovernmt*nt . 

dd'.e iat(*s schc'dulerl were hastnl on the gins-^ 
toiiinig<', whereas rates of chart "i* in the market 
nil' usuall37' bas‘*fl on d<‘a.<1\\ (‘ight earr\ ing 
eapat'ity. A r<'[ii*(‘sent ative ral<‘ foi- enrge 
.vt<'a.mers under the a.greement witli tlu* ( lox eni- 
incnt was about 1 Is. per gross ton per month. 
e(|ui\Ml(‘nt to about 7s. on the deadweiglit. 
Ikfon* the war, owners hatl been earning 
. I, bout os., and in the first few weeks after the 
(Mitbr<‘ak of hostilities vessels were actually’ 
(‘ha.rter<‘<l at ‘}s. ; so tin* t<*nns setaued satis- 
l‘a<*tor\- enough. Rut a. new' factor was s<»on 
introdu(H*d, na.ui(*ly, a sliarp rise? in working 
<‘\p('ns(‘s caused l\v increases in wage cha.rg«*s, 
great ad\a.nc<‘s in the cost of etails, wliich be- 
< a.iiie more and mo!*e ac(*i*nt uattal, and dean r 
stor(‘s of aJI di-script ions. 

^\'ithin a i(‘w months ow lu'rs wcri* regarding 


tlie re( juisit ioning term'' which laid Ix'come 
known a,s tin* Rlue Jkiol; ra.t(‘s as almost 
absurdlv low. although there was ja‘vcr 
any iloubt of tin* ratt's lea\'ing a. suhstnntia! 
surplus o\er wt>rking <*»)sts in resjx'et of existing 
tonnage. d'li*' t Jovernment felt eompi lt d to 
explain witli what tare the \ ( ssels of indi\'idunl 
owners were reiniisit ioned, the plan iKMiig to 
iak4', as fa.r as possihh'. the same ]a‘opo!’tion 
irom eael) fleet, so that no undue ‘"hardship” 
was intlic*t<‘d on ])arta*uhii’ owia*rs h\' (*xe(’ssive 
ilemands. This a.ltifiidi* was a,d('pf(‘(l '^^o 

assitluousl\* that in lu lauaiw , IDHi, the Director 
ol d’i*ansj)orts eonsid<‘ied it a ppropria.t (* to ad- 
dr*‘ss a li‘tti'i* t.o owners in an a.]iologet i(j strain, 
sugeesling certain I’etleetious fnj' tlieir eon- 
sid“ration. which he hoped would reeoneile 
tluan 1 o ha.\ iug 1 hei r ships (‘in] )lo\ ed ifi (h>\ t'rn- 
ineiit serv'iiM*. d’he following exlriet'’ are 
illumiiiat ing, as indi<‘a,ting the id<‘as w hitrh 
] prevailed at that timi*: 

An ouner, who Inn jil I ho iiLoiai-nl »iono iiioi'i* than 
iho Ji\oran<? of soi \n i‘ nni_\ roth'rl t liaf I ho n*snlf inay 
ho a fo'taloTu from ro(|ui^iUoninf^ at a lat»*r <hi.t(< whioli 
may fully, or moro than tn|j\', oiaiiponsMto Inm. Ho 
will il<ai})llo-s al-o rotifol I h.H , in any o\«mt. t ho iiolp 
ho ha-, boon a-Uo<l to ^'I'o can -oarool\ )»«• oon.-nloriMl 
an o\oon'.i\o ooni rihul ton to tla> nn\al ami )nih1ai\\ 

I o<jniromon1 s of | ho war. in \ io\r of t ho o\lon( to w hiofi 
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In'-' profit, in r(“''p«'<*t nl lii'- tro'* \ Ini' Imnn incTiM'i'cl 

ilirncfly hy ,i.f con < 1 1 1 n Ml ", .I'ld l>v' flic i)i('\ if til>ln rc- 
ri<'f iom, ot’ toiinn 'c from loi j nisif ioiiiny. H 

I'j lir^pr'd 1 Init if nil fn\'iicf-. fx-.ir fliC"*' coFi'i<l('rii( mmi-^ 
in niinrl llicy will \'cr\' i.iT-i'ly find it nc»*C''"iity fo iriiiko 
rcprc-mi I at ioTi' fo the department (wliieli will liave 
a.Ir.M. ly eon',idered tin- r rnplo\'merd of the xr'ssel"- ainl 
the owner'', "liil,re ol 'I'lWIee) to eaiierl reipii^if ions that 
inas’ ha.\ e l>een ,'-«er\e(t to them. 

'riir of tin* Icftf'i* sliows Hint th'd'o 

was (h ' ii’o to tront owiiors very ^riillv 

jind • 

Fort'iLTii tjuiiof" (l?rl iHtf foros(M‘ 
lliiiii most Iiiilisli owiK'rs wliil wn-s <*oiiiiiio. 
'This wji"? ])]‘o\t d Ity tin f;u‘t Unit itt tho nnlinitn 
of 1914 ii ft‘\\ owrtf'rs \\'cr(‘ n,l>k' to 

innitriil Is nf (‘xl rciiich, low ra.tos. 

fin* iitMitfjiI owini's iu soon* (‘;i.''<‘s st i|Milii.l rntj: 
tliJil lln ir \<‘ss(‘ls ^^llolll<l )>o cji.ij-toi-tMl for jiot 
li'ss t hiiii t\\<‘!v(‘ iiionllis, 4'lioso Mrilisli ownors 
wlio Jiad sofficiotit foi'o-itdd to oiilor into theso 
tra.Tis{i.(*l ions \\rr(‘ il^h' fo inako \(‘r\' Jarnjo 
[>n»fi(s on (Im‘ I r.i.ii'^a.rt ions. 

fli(‘ l)'\Lrininn ;4 of fisc 's\ar tJi<' r(»- 
qviisit ioniiiLT of \ L'::?sr ls Jual hcoii t he iiaun 
influontM* ill iMiisin}/ a. s('apcif \ of shipping for 
foiiiiiK'n***. 'Dio fast a, lid laii»,(‘ lima* \\a- 
ro( j:i'T*<al to lx* lifted oiil ;t,s ail a.rin(‘<l nna'diaiit 
(•iMii ;('v. ji. transport, or a, liospital ship, (.-olliors 
NMTo r(‘((iiircd fo a.eooinpany the l^'ltnd and 


<*arf»,o sliips to rarry .'^npplios Tor tlio annit's, 
and to brin^ <*ornmodit i(*s ov(*r wt'ich tlu' 
( fViN'ormiH'iit- took c'ontrol, stK‘li- as siiejir and 
lati'r, wheat. 

I >\' the end of 1914 tin' wit IrdraAvtil f)f ton- 
na^a* wa.'-- a,fti<**ine Irei^hts. 94ie ^a’aJn fr(*iijr}if 
from Anzt'ntimi vos(' frran 1 2s. (id. |)er ton at 
fh<* end of 1914, to ot^., as rotnpii.red 

vvitli .‘i7s. (id. por ton, which was (In liiizlu'^t 
fn'int reaclietl daring the ‘Hioorii ” stair ol 
1912. 4'h(' frt'i^zht, Jiow'evt'r, wa,s to ti.dva.nc.‘ 

f‘ir furl Iter < hroiiizhont 191 o and I91(i. T>v 

t lie <‘nd ol I9!.> tin* Are(‘ntiiie freight a.tK a.TH'ed 
to 1.19s.. and dt trine 19l() to 1 S2s. (id., repre- 
seidine ;bs ('f>nif lared with tin* low' raft' of 191 I 
■ill inert ase of 1 7 Is. In normal \ (‘ars 2.7'-, 
woukl IniAt* b‘<‘n reeardt'd a.s a, vt'rx' satis 
faetorv ratt', so Unit eompa,n‘d exin with lIuA 
the lii^ln'st l‘rt*ieht touched in 191 (i represt'id et ! 
a. sevenfold inert ‘a, st*. Isarlv^ in 1917 tin 

ptrsilion was talvt'ii elosel\' in hand, and rate 
Wert* broiieht down to p, rather lowt r ha-^is. A 
Ia.re(* proptrrtion of tlu'sr* a.hnt>rma.lly hieh 
frt*iehts wt*nt, t)f coiirst*. to tin* (hrverimn'iil in 
I In* ftirm of execss profit I a,xat itm ; indt‘t‘d. t ln'i*- 
is j't‘a.s<.)n tt) bclii'xe that this po!ic\ stimnla4c<l 
tin' I'ist*. kV)!* insta.net', on St'pl t'mht'r 29, 191.7 
tin* da.\' l)<*ft>r(‘ tin' aimtamet'ment hv Ah. 
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COAI, TIPS AT SWANSUA. 

Mi'Ki iinii, thiMi lior of (1 h' IOxc'Jmmuh'i*. 

of nil profit tn\ of 50 prr o(‘iit., the 

Ar^(‘ii(-in(‘ rate' was 57s. t><l. a, ton. W’itlp'n a 
inoTjtli it< had ris<Mi to 7(K., and by tlic end ot 
tfiat year t-o 120s. Other rahs also niov<*d in 
I hr same direction, showing' tlie intha iiee of 
tli(' taxation. On tlie same <lay of 1015 th(‘ 
ra.ti' for wJieat. from tia* Atlantie pr.rts of 1 he 
I'nifed Stattvs to the \\5*st of hai^da.nd was t»s. 

1 . t|uartei-; l)y October 20 it bail risen to 12s., 
and by the end of the yeai- to Jt»s. It su!)- 
-eqiiently ;idva.n<ri'd to 20s., tie* liiuhost ])oint 
reaehefl in 10 Hi. On September 20, 1015, the 
rale for coals from Cardiff tlu', West of ItalN 
was :{2<. as coinparcid witli a])out 7s. tkl. a Ion 
l>etore tlu? war ; within a montli it liad advanced 
to 4:2s. (id., and by the end of (he yt'ai- to 
sa})se(|uently rising to iOOs. l^he excess [irolit 
taxation ^av(* own(*rs a.n t)pp<.>rt unity of 
ai^uin^ that the rise in the rat<* was com- 
paratively harmless, since tlie bulk of tiu‘ 
profits went to the Oovernment. ^"et the 
amount nanainin^ to t Iieni was very sul)sta.i)tia! 
indt'cd. There was also an impression ])rc‘- 
^ailinjy tliat the (h)v<Tnment did not look 

aho^etljer unfavourably on thes(' fiigh freights, 

because they meant such Ia.rg(* (rontribiitioii' 
'o the llixclieqner. Hut if liigh fnaghts were 
' regarded a.s a convenient means of 

Taxation, the system was undoubtedly an 
untair one to many classf*s of the j>opulation. 

a real system of eontrol tbere is no doubt 
diat it could liavcbeen avoided, and the mone\' 



TIPPINC; A COAL TRUCK. 

paid b\ eonsuiiH'rs in I’espi'ct of high fi’elght--’, 
part of w hich w n.s i-eta-iia'd b\’ shi|>ow iku’s. 
would Jia\'e hern a.va.ilahle for <hrect con- 
trihut ion to ( !ie St at e. 

'riie ehii‘f causes of tht‘ sliort supply of 
shipping aaailahle foi- conmuM-ei* may now' he 
n*coimted. 'The outstanding reason was the 
reeplisil ioning of a. \ (‘rv large ])roportion of 
tonnage fer ( Jf>vej‘nm(‘nt. s(‘rvi<M‘s ; and, in t his 
connexion, lirst. the* I )ar(laii<‘lles ( aimpaign and 
then till' Salonika tkxpedition thr<‘w a. very 
heavy hiirdeii on tla^ merc*a.ntile marine. The 
impei-ious dema.ti(ls of tin* fighting departments 
Jiad naturally to lx* met — ^sometimes at v(‘ry 
sliort notice -and as the war j)rogress(*d ship 
alter shif) had to h<; witlidrawn from <*oimneree, 
produeitig great disturhaiuMi in ])art ieailar trad(\s. 
Lreeisely w ltal. proportion w as rrupiisit i<nied 
from time to tinu^ wa.s not. exactly stalc‘d, 
but indications were given (^n various ot*casions, 
and especially in Parliament in Kehriiary, 1017. 
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LOAI)lN(; WHEAT IN AUSTRALIA. 


On lM*l)nm.rv Lord (’nr/on. n. inoin])or of tlr‘ 
War OiihiiK't, indicatc'd tJu* hulk of Brilish 

slii])j>iiig \va.s so roquisit ioii<‘(l. On llio following 
(lay »Sir Li'o Cliioz/.a AFoik'v, Parlia.iiK'tilary 
S('rivtarv lo tlif* Shipping Oontrollor, j)oiut(‘(l 
out that it was not true to sny that thro(‘- 
(juart-ors of ('air shi[)[)ing was engaged in the 
services of th(* Ai’iny and \a\'y. since the 
vessels so eniployed w<'re oc;cupi('d in nia.ny 
coimnt'rcial s<'rvi(M's as wc‘ll as tliose of the 
nation. Tlic 75 ]3er cent, wliicli had hecai 
described as being (*ngag(‘d in naval or military 
service* for onrs(dv('s and our Alli(\s n'ferred to 
miscellaneous s(*rvic(‘s, and, in addition, some 
of th<* ma jor ser\ ices of t he ]io|^ulation w('re 
inchidt‘d in tlie 75 j)(‘r <»ent. Tlu* carrying of 
ore, and of w h('at and sugar, the most ('ssraitial 
su])[)lies for the p(*oplc, a-lcnu* accounted for 
12 per cent, of th(‘ tonnagi* which had b(?en 
d(*s(*ribed as ernploy(‘d in national service. 

Since so larg(' a proportion of shij^ping was 
in direct (lovt'rnriKait. ser\dce obviously inucli 
depended upon th(‘ us<^ which was made of it. 
d’heiv was from tli<‘ beginning of t he w ar a great 
d<'al of criticism of the ( k)V(.*rnment Depart- 
ments concerned, on the ground that the most- 
ctlicient use w as not being made of th<? tonnagt^ 


r(*quisit ion(‘d. and on D<*(*emb('r 2^h 191 o. Mr. 
Balfour, then First J-ord of the Admiralty, did 
not dis}>ute that there was wa.st<‘, but he 
maintained tied it was unavoidable. He 
reasoni'd that the Admindty Transport l)(‘part 
m(‘nt w as a d(‘])a.rt iiKait a.nd not hing but a 
department f(jr ('>btaining for the Army, and 
for tJi(’ Xavy in a, sc'condary degr(*(*. but 
primarily a.nd mostly for the Army, the ship])ing 
ne(H\s.sa-i’y for th(‘ conveyan(*(‘ of troops and 
suppli(‘s. " Th(‘ .\rmy,” he continiK'd, '\say 
w(* want such and sucli ships, or rather they 
say wc want so ma.ny tJiousand iiu'ii (ionvesycMl 
from su(*h and such a plact; to anotiier plac(‘. 
\V(j w ant for tla^ suf)ply of those t roops so man>’ 
tons conveyi'd, so juany horses conveyed, and 
s(j many hospital ships ])rovided, and all th(‘ 
Admiralty Tra.nsport Di'partinent has to do — 
and it is no liglit matten*, it is very diflicult and 
res]>onsible wor’k — is to provide that tonnag' 
and provider it as far as it can with fairness tc 
the shipping trade — a v(?ry dilfieult operation - 
and with as little inconvenience to those wIk- 
are engagt'd in carrying on the shipping industry 
as may be. . . . Th(‘ .Director of Transports i"^^ 
p<'rp(‘tiially urging upon those who use th< 
tonnage that it should be utilized economically 
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Liid tbiit. transports slioiilcl ho nnloadocl witli 
^j)co(l and roturnod as soon as ])ossiblo. Tt is 
th(‘ Army and th(3 Admiralty, rogardcnl ;i.s 
li^rfiting dopartmonts, wJiicli requisition : it is 
flr^ Army and Navy that manage the loacling 
;i.ud unloading of transport at Iiomo ami 
abroad. It is not fair or just to throw u[>on ji 
( lrj);utinent whieh lias no power to deel with 
ibis (|uestion any responsiliility for such 
wastage* as may liave oecurr(*d.” He eon- 
1 imied : 

rtio Department t>C the Admiralty is not, juul earmot Im- 
lu.i'le res[ionsibIo for the faet the,! ai pairt if'iilar fransporl 
, kept t tiroe wooks wlieii she iniKlh- jaerhaps Inivo boon 
kept tuily a week. 'L’lio resiilt is very serious, but it 
j- ont the fault of the Adrninilty or t tio Fioard of 'I’rade, 
jitid I haxe not yet discoxcred a. thorou;^ldy satisfaetor\' 
1,1. tlii»d ()l d<'Jilin;j: with it. SomelhiuK being done, 
l owexer, but it ciui be duia^ througli (ho people 

l(--p(.M-^ibIe tor the tnilitary ojierat inns. Jt a (Jeiieral 
a\ \ '■ I eni \-erx’ .'-nrry that (his or that ship slnnikJ be 
ilrt.iitie*!. blit <h‘tained she must be in (lie military 
iiit^Me^l-' (*l (he e\peili(it,n.’'‘ what am I to sav ? W’iiat. 
1- the Sei retarv for War, or the 'ria.ns|a)r( JJeparlmenl, 
or the I’.oa.fd of 'lVad«\ to ^ay 1 'hey ^■annot say any- 
I hm,( e\<‘ep( , I'lease be as eeonoinieal wit h tlio t oniiage 
.I . y.ni ea.ti, becau'-e it is of natioicd im|)ortaneo that as 
Til I' ll ji.'’ po^'-.ilih* should be available for (he general 
|iui'po''eN of t h(' eonnl rv.” 

I tjope the lIoiiM* udi see (hat f liave lieen jierfoctly 
I'.imlid and that I havi* shoun wlien*, in iny opinion, llio 
hoe pinehex. Jt \<ni eaii sngge'^( a inetliod of dealing 
witli the situation wlihdi gets over thi* dilbeulty I shall 
he UK, si happy to consider it. 1 do not think it i-an 


be dealt, with by f ent ral eontrol hen*. All that »an bo 
done IS to press upon those who Jiave to <'omlnel tlioso 
militaiy operations llie extreme desirability of saving 
the tonnage in the general intoresbs. 

I ho j)osilioii wjis not loft until |.]io oiid of tho 
Miir ontindv' in this dislinotly nnsjit ishiot ury 
stiito, Its will h(i shown bitor. 

Allot lior |.)riin<itr\' oiiiist' of t.lio short' supply 
of t.onna.g(‘ was tho very' sorious dola\ at all 
(>orts owing to cniigikstion. Whon ships were 
<lola.\(‘d lor inontiis in port,, oith(‘r wtiiting for 
berths or alongside the docks whik* disehargo 
proee(‘ded \ er\" slow ly, whm'as in tirdiiiarv'' 
times tlu'\' would Iijiac heen to discharge 

and loa.d agjtin within a. hwv days, it wtis olivions 
that the ciirrying cjipaeity was terriblv cur- 
ta.iled. d b(‘ public ]>robabIy m*vcr htid any rt'al 
])cre(‘pti()n of tin* cxt(*nt t-o which the short 
supply wiis (hit to th(‘sc dedays, and even ship- 
owners who ditl understand wJiat. 1 h<*v meant 
eneounl(u<‘d the great(‘st ditheidty in getting 
itny measures iidopted to tdh'et an improve- 
nuuit'. I he diflietilty was tint' mainly' to 
the witlulrawal of \«‘ry larger niimhers of do(d<^ 
work(‘rs jind railway in«*n for the Army, and 
also cjiiite notiei'a.bly to Chistorns rt'gulations 
introduced for the purpose' of preventing- goods 
Irom iH'a.ednng the enemy. Lack of oi‘ga.nizat ioii 
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in sliippiii^ qiin<ntiti<'s of coininotlit iow 

controlled by the (Joverninont was also a 
factor. 

Then tlio sul^stitution of lon^ voyag^^s for 
short distances fnissag(*s was also a factor, hor 
instance, whereas tlie bulk of our sugar supplies 
before the war merely had to be l^rought across 
th<* North Sea from Cermany, directly thi'< 


source of supply ceased sugar had to be brought 
from the Kast and West Indies and Centra! 
America. Then the locking up of so large u 
proportion of the (lerman Mercantile Marine in 
home and neutral ports had le^ft more work foi 
neutral vessels to do. New demands, moreover, 
were made upon shipping. Thus, there 
was a formiclable fleet of ships allo(‘ated 
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to J)ring foodsiufYs for tlu‘ 1 Belgian popu- 
tioii urganizod by the (.\)ininissioii for 
Hriiof ill Bolgiinn. There were also, as 
is well known, large shipments of munitions 
Ironi the IJnitofl States to h'nglaiHl and tlie 
oilier Kuropoan ports of the Allies, and ther(^ 
were shipments of supplies from (ho Unit<‘d 
S(at<‘s to Vladivostok, for Hiissian aeeoiint ; 
whiU* the detention owing to ice of many vesst^ls 
« 1 1 1 r i n g t h e wi n ter of 1914 1 a at. Ar< •lui.ng< 4 si ion I< I 
liave befui avmided. The closing of the Panama 
Canal in eonscquonce of a “ slide ” from Mu* 
cikI of September, 1915, until tlie middle of the 
following ]Marcli, came at a critical time aiul 
hy |)rolonging voyages acef‘ntuate<l the short 
supply. All th(‘ time (he sinking of shij)s by the 
enemy continued, increasing periodically in 
numbers for a time as fresh campaigns were* 
startt'd. Some figures givim hy Lor<l ( ‘ur/on in 
I he House of J^ords ou hVliruary 15 are interest- 
ing. He sta.ted that in July, 1914, there wi*re 
5,S90 vessels of over 1,()0() tons gross, with a 
total of 19,850, 000, On January 51, 1917, the 
total number was 5,510 and th(^ total tonnage* 
just under 10, 000, 000. Thus, in 50 months of 
tlr* war the net loss of this class of vessel from 
all causes in the Pritisli Mercantih* ^larinc* 
amount ed to only from 5 to 0 ])er cent, of the 
gross tonnage. 'The figures would have* been 
more valuable if a lino h#id not been drawn at 
1,000 tons, because a large number of vessels 
of smaller tonnage are very useJul. 

The (lerrnan submarines campaign e^oiild have 
bce*ii euicountered with eejuanimity if the ship- 
yards ejf Mio ce^untry had bf^en fre*ely available 
te> iinelertake^ mercantile^ work. Owing, Imw- 
<we*r, to very large demands made upon the 
shipbuilding resource's of the country by the 
Admiralty, the output e)f me*reJiant tonnage* 
was re*du(H'd to very small [)r<_)portieais. R\'e*n 
the normal wastage e)f temnago due io ordinary 
marine p(*rils could n(3t be made* goexl. 

•lust as the main cause of the scarcity <if 
'^hipping was due to CewTTnment requisitioning, 
so was the* t^xtrae>rd inary rise* in freights. 

* directly the Government began to re*e|uisit ion 
shipping in the early days e)f the? war. rates fe)r 
lre*e tonnage advanced. As more and more 
tonnage was removed fre)m tlie market, the? 
ct>inpetitiem for what was le*ft increased mitiJ 
any free vessels ce^uld get practically any freight 
\Vhcn vessels engaged in regular trades we to 
o*epiisi(ioned, their owners w'ent into the* marke*( 
and chartered “ tramp ” steamers to take* (heir 
place a process which was quite the most 


effe'ctive* me*(he)d e^f forcing up fre'iglits, and was 
humore)usiy de'scrilwul us the “ siieiwhall 
s\stem.’' For e*ve*ry v<*sse*l re((uire*d hy the 
( Je)vernme*ut twei wi're* disturl)e*el. TJie* most 
imfort imat(‘ effect, of tiic ( Jov e»rnm(*nt’s ])olic.y 
was tiir hi*nt*lit it confcrn*el on ne*utral sliipping. 
The* nuire* llritisli ve*ss(*ls we*re r(*quisitie:>iie*d, the* 
iugh(*r tlie fr<‘ights which ne*utrals ce>nld de*mand. 
V'f*t the* lut(e*r wonki hn,\ e* lM*cn we ll *^u1isfi(*d 
in (lie early months of the war with ra((*s 
e)f hire* for long pt‘rie>ds which h!te*r came* 
to he re*gn,rde*d as rieliculoiisly leiw. I4ve*n if 
large* nmnh(‘rs had ne>t he*e*ii cliarlere'tl hy the* 
iiritish Ge:>ve*rnme*nt at ( h(*so lejw rate*s, it was 
obvious that, with all Brit isli shij>ping muleT (lie* 
ee)ntre)l of the* ( lov(*rnmcnt, rate's for ne*utral 
vessels woiiiel n(*vcr have* rist'ii (e) such extra- 
orflinary k?vt*Js. In normal times owners had 
expcrie'iice* of the dejire'ssing e'fft'ct on freights 
of elive rt ing shifis into a particukir triule*. 8o 
whiit luid he‘t‘n dejiu* in a comparativ^oly small 
way by jirivate? eiwne'r*^ as an ordinary incide?nt 
of business eonld have* been doni? on a large 
scale? by n* Ge^vcrnmi'iit authority hae*kf'd hy 
vnst re*se>ure‘e‘s, 

Ahheiugh for m^jirly two »ind a half ye*u.rs ne> 
he)lel policy was ado))te‘d, measure* after me*asure 
was introduce'd and ceimmittc'e? aft-<*r eeanmit tee 
(?re*ale‘d. 'The* problem was nevt*r d(*alt witli 
as a whole? but ])ie*e?e*mf*al : all was pute?h-work. 
Home* nf (he ste*[>s, taken gene*rally ufte*!* (he* 
ne*ed for some? impre.)vem(*nt hael he*e*omei ohvieiiis 
to (lie merest layman, may neiw he* de?seribe?d. 
The first decision, whie*h re*pre*s('nte'd one* of the? 
few sjK)ntane*e)us ae*ts of the* Gove*riime?iit. was 
to requisition the? s(*rvice?s of a niimhe>r eif ship- 
owners te) assist the* Transport Department of 
(he? Admiralty, 'riieir dutic‘s \ve*re? uiiderstejexl 
to he to iwlvose tlie* eiflie-ials as tei the* suitability 
e)f texmage* for partie'ular work and te) a.e‘(piire* 
vess<*ls, as far eis pejssible*, in prejportiem te) the 
size* of th<* fle'ots be*le)nging tej the? elirff*i*ent 
ownerships. Fre:)in time* to time the? se*rviees 
of eithe*r e)wne‘rs we‘?‘e? e*nliste*d for tliis de*part- 
me*nt., wJiie*h at tho outbreak e)f war was epiite a 
small one*. No ek)uht, »i.lt }ie)Ug}i owne*rs we*re' 
me*rely ae*(ing in an aelvisory ea])aeity te) tlr* 
Transport De*partme*ut, their service s were? yei 
e)f gre*at v aJiie. 

One* of (lie* me)st snee-essful measur(*s adopU*d 
tliroiJglie)ut the war vias carrie*d out at the* 
instigation of owne*rs the?mselves, and provide?d 
fe)r the re*epiisi(.ioning of the whole of the 
in.sulate*el space's in British ste*amships traeiing’ 
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between Australia and New Zealand and 
England. This was put into efftiot by an 
Order in Council issued in A))ril, 1910, and wa- 
followed in May by a similar ord(T applicable to 
the insulated stea.niers in the South Ain(‘rieau 
trade. It was [)laiu to owncn’s that, unless 
such measures wtTo adopted, there would be 
no limit to tlie rise? in freiglits for the carriage 
of frozen and (diilled meat. Thi‘re w^as plenty 
of meat overseas, and the supply in England was 
r(*gi dated solely by the amount of freiglits, 
and it was known that foreign firms were pre- 
pan*d to f)ay almost any price for tonnage. The 
Board of '^Fradci apjiroved tli<^ sclieme and rates 
wore agn^ed upon amounting to only about 
Ijd. a lb. as compared wdth Id. per lb, before 
the war. The following account of thenu'asures 
taken was given in the annual report of Messrs. 
W. Weddel Co. for 1915: 

Thu import iiiico of fivizon moaf. in oonnoxion witli 11k* 
t oiiduct of tho groat war was made abundantly manifest 
in the course of 1914 ; hut it W’as not until tho boginriiiig 
of 1910 that tho Uritish Clovornmont took tho stops 
iiocossary to socuro what w'tw praeti<‘ally < onipleto control 
of tho industry at all stages. Thu r<M|uisiUoning of th<5 
«)iitput of the fnjczing works of Australia and New 
/oalaiid, by agreement with the Australasian Gov<‘rn- 
meuts, on terms more or less aceoptablo to tho producers, 
sf'juirod tho main supplies jiroducod within the llrilish 
I'Jmpire ; W'hile the simple expedient of eoniinaiideuriiig 
tht' Brilish refrigerale<l mer(‘aidil<‘ ninriiie efYeutually 


soeured control of foreign siipplios-^-primarily of South 
America, and indirectly of North America and all ouhsidc 
sources. Those important steps, far-reaching in their 
consoquoiictes, were taken with a view to guaranteeing 
the necessary supplies not only for the British Army and 
g«*n<*ral public. b\it also for the French Anny, and, 
latterly, for th(! Ttiilian. They involved fuiulamont al 
changes in tho methods of earrying on a vas^trade which 
has been built up painstakingly during the past 30 years. 
In order tr) attain tlie »)))j *ets of tlie Board of 'JTade and 
th<* War Ollit'o, existing eontraejs were loft unfilled or 
unceremoniously cancel lod ; steamers wore di\ortod on 
short notice from their intended routes ; tho established 
ino<lcs of buying and of soiling we^^^ entirely alt<‘red ; 
fn;<*dom of contract ceased to <*xist ; an<l at every stage 
the industry became regnhited and cr>ntrollod at tho will 
of tho authorities, untrammelled by any ortliiiary con- 
aidorations of h)ss or prolit. 

In the spring of 1915 a further measure of 
ctnitrol w’as introduced in a request that all 
oAvnors should keep the Adminilty informed 
of tho movements of all their ships. E>irly 
in that summer a scheme w'tis instituted v)n 
behalf of the Indian Government for buying 
and importing Indian whea*^. The freight 
arrangements were put in the hands of a wt* 11- 
known broker, wdio w^as siiceessful in 
taining the rates upon a comparativ^oly low- 
basis. Littlo more w as done until the follow ing 
Novcjmbor, wdieii three commit tee.s were ap- 
pointed by tlie (JoviTiimeiit. The first com 
mittee was for dc'aling with tiu* <;ong(^sfion at 
the ports, which had then l^eeoiiu' a very 
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r7'V( itrli ml I’Jmtoprttfy/i, 

DISCHARGING FLOUR FROM AMERICA. 

x'l’ioMs nijitti*!’. Its <lu<ios d rilxMl in 

t!]«* official niinonnc‘ein(*nf as follows : 

I’ll** I’nTnt' lia^ od a (’onimillao to 

in<i|uir(* into ilifllicnUifs and roii'jct'stinn arising from time 
lo linn* at harl)t>urs, [)orts, and tlofks (iiK'hidin^ do<*k- 
’ ln‘:l- and \varH'hon-^<*s ) in Iho Unit<Ml Kinp<lom ; to 
i< _:alato tin* work and lra.tlie tlu'roat ; to coordinate llio 
roijuiranicnts of all interests eoucoriifxl so as to ax'oid so 
lar as possibW^ interfcroiujo with tho normal flow ol tr.alo ; 
to tlccido all (piostion-i relating to the di tliemit ies ]ind 
• aforesaid tlia.t may ho rtd'erred to tliei.i: 

.iTjd to >:^iv(' ilir»*c’t ioti'. to jill t’\ecnti\e llodie’^ at the 
lijirhotn-s, ports, and dock- for carrying tlieir dccioon-’ 
into olfi'cf . 



Lord Jncltcape wtis (.*hiiirinan, niul ilic 
follo\vini> w^ero motiibors, of the Jh^ard : Mr. 
f.h’at'ino Thomson and ]\Tajor 'J'. H. Hawkins 
(Admiralty), Brigadier -Cencral the Hon. A. IL 
Montagu Stuart Wortley (War Oflice) ; Sir 
trcdcrick Bolton, Mr. J. G. Broodbaiik, Sir 
Sam Bay, Sir Edward Haiii and Sir A. Norman 
Dill, and tin* secretary w'a*> Sir Frcdt'rick 
Duimiyne, Board of Trade. 

Lhc committee was thus representative of 
Admiralty, the War OHicth .shi])])ing 
companies, dock companies and tho railways. 
It soon set to work to deal, among other things, 
with a great loss and delay resulting from tho 


JACK'S FLOUR SUPPLY. 

various ff)nnalili('s which had If) be (observed 
b(*forc goods could l)e exporl(*d, owing^ to the 
haiv of Customs Oflicers at the docks Avith any 
discretionary powers. It Jiad frcqm'ntly Jiap- 
penod that vessels liad to sail with a largo 
amf)nnt of »Mnptv s|)nec, lea.ving Imndreds of 
tens of cargo in tho sheds marked “ Not 
passed by Customs.” A special form of 
Shipping Note w as inf rfKhie(‘d, which w a.^ found 
considi'rably to facilitate shipments. 

The second eonimif tee w as for the licensing of 
ships, the y^rinciple being that, as ships wero 
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\ Freni h OfjiciaL PhiAo^raph. 

SPANISH SAILING VESSELS BRINGING ORANGES. 


urgently rocpiirod in llrilisli Iriult', the voyage's eomrnitl-oc was Mr. (afterwards Sii ) Maurice H ill- 

of British ships betwee'ii foreign ])oris should be* who in January, 1917, was appointed 'dge in 
subject to scrutiny. The. desire not to interfere* Uio Probate, Divorce? and Admiralty Division e>l 

until absolutely necessary with ships trading the High C^>urt, in the place of Mr. Justie* 

abroad had bc‘e*n rease)nablo since, before* the* Bargrnvc Deane, rc'signed, and it included 

war, Croat I^ritain Jiad acl(*el as carrie r fe)r the* Mr. V. W. Le^vvis, de*puty e*hairinan of Furne*ss- 

world, and the) preifits e*arned by such trading Withy & Co., as vice-chairman, Mr. 11. A 

we^re especially useful during the war as an Sanderson (the ])resident of the International 

assistance to fc?reign f*xchange epiestions. The* Mercantile Marine Co., and chairfnan of the 

e*e)mmittee was able to relieve* the situation by Oceanic Steam Navigation Co.), Mr. Schoh 

refusing lice*nces for voyages io ports known to field, a shipowner of Newcastle, Mr. Purdic ol 

be seriously congested. The chairman of this t^lasgow, and Mr. Burton Chadwick of Livci- 
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This committee proved a workmanlike 
I'ody and steadily earned an excellent reputa- 
tion for dealing expeditiously with applications. 
The principle of ship licensing was developed 
further in March, 1916^ when it was made 
applicable to all £?hitDS of over 500 tons gross 
trading to and from the United Kingdom. 
Thi'< coinmittoo was now able to assist in the 
relief of the congestion at British ]:)orts by 
refusing licences to ports where it was known 
ships could not be dealt witli quickly, in the 
same way as had already been done in the ca.si* 
o! foreign ports. 

The third comniittco was made responsihh' 
for the requisitioning of sliips for th<^ carriage 
of foodstuffs. It was presided over by Mr. 
.1. H. Whitley, M. P., and included the thre(‘ 
owners wlio had b»oon advising the Transport 
Drpartniont of the Admiralty — namely, Mr. 'r. 
Hoytloii, deputy-ehairiiuin of the Cimard Com- 
])aiiy, Mr. U. G. Glover, previously known as a 
member of the firm of Glover Bros., ship and 
insurance brokers, and ^Tr. 11. D. Holt, M. P., the 
Liverpool owner. The policy of the eommitt<‘e 
was to direct owners to load t-lieir v('ssels in 
tradt's where tonnage was es]K‘eiully wanted, 
l(‘aving them to accept (he full market rates. 
'Jims a number of vessels wer<^ released from 
.Admiralty st^rvdee on condition that tlu‘y 
loaded wheat in Nortli Americ i. Tla^n^ w<‘n* 
si ill signs, liowever, of confusion and (be lack 
of any (inn grip on the situation. 

Por instance, on Xovomber .1, 1915, the 
Honrd of Trade informed owners (hal-, with a 
\i-wv to encouraging imports of wheat, v(*ss<*ls 
loading in North America not lnt(^r than 
l>e«<^niber 15 should be exempt from requisi- 
(ioii (a well-known bait) on arrival at a United 
Kingdom port. They were to be free to start 
on another voyage, which need not necessarily 
he ti North Atlantic voyage, after discharge* of 
e.irgo. One effect of tliis attractive offer had, 
however, not been foreseen. Owners who 
eould not take advantage of it as their tra.de 
was not in the North Atlantic also apf)lu*d 
tor the exemption of their vessels because they 

< onsidere'l that these were being equally w<‘ll 

< lujjloyiHl elsewhere. 

No doubt tlu're would have been distinct 
d’.flioulty in dravNing a line, so witliin two days 
the privilege was cancelled. The issue and 
'' ithdrawal of this order followed very closely 
a pen the issue and withdrawal by the Board 
“f Trade, ‘‘after further consideration and 
dis(‘ussion,” of a far-reaching clause which 


it hail been proi)Osed to have inserted in bilb 
of huling, but which liad quickly been seen by 
ii'erehants and brokers to be quite unworkable. 
Tbese two little incidents naturally confirmetl 
the iq)inion which was then being very strongly 
<^x[»re.sscd by many business men, that tlie 
authorities were still only groping, and were 
still intent an ])iitehing wherever a particularly 
blatant evil be(*ame exposed, instead of dealing 
with the problc‘m as a w]a>le. VViiat, it was 
felt, was obviously needed was not a multi- 
plicity of committees co-equal iii autliority and 
overlapping each other, lait one siq)reino 
central expert authority wlio, while ewailing 
himself of (he best advice, would bt^ abl<* to 
know' what ho could and could not do. 

The Ti}nes consistently iireed the pressing 

t- 



MR. F. W. LHWIS. 

Deputy Chairman of Furness, Withy & Co. 

need for more effective cont rol. On January 17, 
1919. its Shipjiing (‘orrespondent wrote : 

Beforo I war, thon? wjks in one ili motion work for, 
say, ICO sliips to do, and, sinro wastage during peafro 
was otauparalivcly unimportant, it mattered little to 
the luition wholhcir these 100 ships wtJri' in the himds 
c)f one or of ton owners. But now, though there is still 
work for 100 ships, there are, siiy, only 60 ships to do it. 
It is vitally important that every ton measurement o£ 
space shall ho put ti» the most effective use for the 
benefit t»f the whole nation. T})0 point is, therefore, 
whether the most efficient work will bo got out of all 
these ships if they are still in the hands of 10 British 
owners, each with his own ideas, and each intent on 

133-3 
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cluing tho boat he can for hiiuaelf, or, if they are con- 
trollocl by one supremo authority. No competent 
shipping manager can have any doubt on the matter. 

''rho supremo export authority would be able to take 
a comprohonsivo view of tho work which our imaginary 
lOf) ships used to perform, and would admit that it was 
xiseloHs to expect tho 60 ships now left to do the whole 
of it. Consequently, the authority would have to 
decide which trades were essential to tlio country, and 
which, in view of tho circumstances, could best bo 
spared. The supremo authority would discover all 
‘^orts of anomalies in the present Conditions, Inquiry, 
for instanc'o, miglit be made, whether it was in tho best 
interests of tho country tliat great volumes of space 
in British slaps should now be us»^d for transporting 


loss of his commission on managenlent, since all would 
be paid on the same generous scale, whatever work 
their ships were doing. Tho supremo authority would 
interfere as little as possible with the management of 
the ships, but the one aim always before it would be the 
use of tho ships in the best interest of tho coimtry. It 
would hold a watcliing brief for tho nation. Instead of 
officials of the Transport Department of the Admiralty 
tho President and officials of the Board of Trade, the 
Indian and Colonial Governments, the Advisory Com- 
mittee to the Transport Department of the Admiralty, 
the Ship Licensing Committee, and tho Committee for 
Requisitioning Ships for tho Carriage of FoodstulTs, and 
various other bodies all overlapping each other and 
bringing about no real improvement, there would bo one 



UNLOADING FROZEN MEAT. 


riieap Aint'ricaii motor-ears from New York to 
Australia. Many other questions might with atl- 
vantage l>e examined. 'riiere is only one authority 
which could exercise such a beneficent influence, 
and that is an export shipping authority appointed by 
tho Government. 'Phore is only one way in which sucli 
authority couhl be ext^rcisinl, and that is by hiring all 
ships to the State for fho period of tho war. 

.The particular rate of hire then advocate *cl 
waft one based on the cost price of tho .ship. 

The State (it was pointcfl out) can afford to treat the 
shipowner very generously. Jt could afford to pay the 
owner a handsome percentage of tho original cost of the 
shi(>s, after some allowance for depreciation, and, in 
addition, it could afford, in order t o encourage tho owner to 
continue to give hi.s best attention to the management of 
the ships, a commission on tho profits. The owners 
would hvt asked to manage their ships, just as at present ; 
but when tho Admiralty wanted a ship there would be 
none of tho forcing up of freights which is the immediate 
effect of the present system of requisitioning. 

No owner would suffer ** through having his sliiji 
withdrawn for Admiralty work, except possibly from the 


supremo authority with which the conti\)l of British 
shipping in the best interests of the nation for the period 
of tho war would rest. 

On tho following day it was pointed out : 

Owners manage their own ships according to their 
individual ideas, and not solely with tho aim of putting 
them to tho best possible use in tho service of the State. 
{Soilings are maintained, although the particular trades 
may be very quiet ; while in other trades there are not 
nearly sufficient, vessels. Obviously, only a supreme 
authority would bo ablo to see all tho trades in their 
proper perspective, and <*ould j)rovide that ships should 
bo allotted to the routes in winch they were most 
urgently neeileil. 

Again, on January 19 it was pointed out 
tliat “ high sliipping authorities are convinced 
that the gain in efficiency from a central control, 
such as has been described in The Times during 
the past few days, would be very substantial 
indeed.” 
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The agitation could not be ignored, but Mr. 
Runciman, the then President of the Board of 
Trade, still hesitated to take drastic measures. 
In the House of Commons on January 19 he 
^aid : 

'rhero i« a serious shortage of the world’s tonnage 
US oomparod with the world’s requirements. We 
wont fully into the question of commandeering the 
whole of British tonnage in order to regulate freights, 
and came to the conclusion (a conclusion which is, I 
hcliove, confirmed by all tho exports who have studied 
the question) that this particular remedy would only 


is assured.** Although the functions of this 
body were never more closely defined, the 
general assimiption was that it w as to exercise a 
general sort of supervision over the whole of 
British shipping, and that tho appointment of 
the committee was intended to bo a reply to tho 
demand for closer control. The composition 
of tho committee w^as critici/.ed on the gro^ind 
that Lord Cnrzon, the Chairman, had no direct 
knowledge' of shipping, that Mr. Roydon and 
Mr. Lewis, whoso ability no one doubted, were 



AUSTRALIAN MEAT IN COLD STORAGE. 


aggravate the shortage of tonnage available for the 
United Kingdom and tho Allies. 

By January 27 the Government had, how'- 
ever, come to the conclusion that some form of 
centralized control was required, and the then 
President of tho Board of Trade announced 
tliat, in order that tonnage should be allocate?d 
to the best advantage of tho Allied Govern- 
ments, the Government was to be assisted by 
a small body consisting of Lord Faringdon, Mr. 
Thomas Royden, and Mr. F. W. Lewis, presided 
over by Lord Curzon, who had accepted the 
invitation of the Prime Minister to undertake 
this duty. It was added that “ all tho expert 
committees dealing with these complex and 
niany -sided shipping problems are in tho closest 
touch with each other so that full cooperation 


already advisers of tlio Government on shipping, 
and that tho experience of Lord Faringdon, 
then better known as Sir Alexander Henderson, 
Chairman of tho Great Central Railway Com- 
pany, had been gained mainly in . railway 
management and finance. Consequently there 
was no addition to the councils of the Govern- 
ment of imy fresh force recognized as a leader 
of the shipping industry. It w^as not until tho 
end of tho year, on December 4, 1916, that Mr. 
Asquith, then Prime Minister, appointed Sir 
Kenneth Anderson, K.C.M.G., one of the 
inanagera of the Orient Line, to be a member 
of tlio “ Shipping Control Committee.” 

On January 27, 1916, the President of the 
Board of Trade also announced that the Govern- 
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iiiont Iiad clccidoi-l to out down soino of tho 
imports l(iss essential for luitioiial oxistouee, 
wJiich then occupied space iu vt^sscls arriving 
ill port or pr(*vcritod vessels bciuji' used for more 
urgent purposes. l*apor, paper pulp and grass for 
making of pa])or wore the first subjects for the 
operation of this policy })ocauso, it was stattul, 
of their groat bulk and influence on tonnagt‘. 
Mr. Rimciman explained that he had l)e(‘n in 
f*onfereiwe with the paper-makers and news- 
paper i)ropri(itors and had had th(‘ ))enefit 
of their views. Tn order to (conserve the 
intc'rnal sourees of the raw ^nab'rial of paper, 
th(i export from this country of rags aixd waste- 
fjafxjr was prohibited. On February IG, 191 (i, 
the aj^pointmcait of a Royal Commission was 
announetid, with Sir 'Thoiiias Whittak<‘r jis 
chairman, to grant lic(‘nces for th(' im[)()rtation 
ot papea* and paper-making materials, tla* 
int('ntion being to cut down the su[)plies by 
oiu'dhird. Fn ecaitinuation of tliis ijoliey 
the importation of a larger number of other 
articles and materials of a bulky nature was 
sliortly afterwards prohibited (‘xcept undca* 
licence, including raw’ tobacco, of wliich then^ 
W(*r(' very hirge sto(*ks in this country; iriany 



biiilfling mat (trials ; furniture w’oods ami 
v'entMu-s ; and some fruits. Special (.■Om- 
ni issions were appointed to deal with each 
trade. J<\irther very drastic restrictions on 
imports w’ere announced by Mr. bloyd George 
as Prime ^Minister on r*'ebrunry 29, 1017. 

These proposals involved tho prohibition of 
imports of ciadain fruits, foreign teas, coffer 
and cocoa, rum, anrl a luimbc'r of manufactun'd 
articles, and a. reduction of paper and pajx'r- 
making materials by a half, and a very formid- 
able cLirtailmcait of many otht*r commodities, 
Tlie ])olicy of limiting imports to necessities 
w-as obviously a right one, for wdiat(‘V(‘r 
Systran was adopted of controlling tonnag<;‘ it 
was (“hair that then^ werr* not sunicirmt ships 
to cn.i‘r\’ «>n the. commerct^ of the (*oimt.r\' 
on t lie sana^ scale as in pre-w’ar times. Th<' 
main cans(‘ of t li(‘ scarcity of tonnage for orrlin- 
a.ry commerce was the largr^ amount of slii]^ping 
dir<‘ctl\’ in Governnir'iit sta’vicr*. The public 
which laid tf> sutiV'r by the restriction of trade 
was justilied in urging that the* utmost efliciency 
should be s(‘cur‘ed from tiie xessels reinovt'd 
from commerce. A number of extraordinary 
ca.ses of the iiud'lectual use* of rocjuisitioiicd 
\(‘ssols had Ix'cn quoted, indicating what 
appeait‘d to the comm(T<‘ia.l mind thigrant 
instances of waste. Still, nobody doubtcil t la* 
strain thrown on tho 'Transport llepartment ot 
tlio Admiralty, and there was every desire to 
give it full credit for the highly inqiortant and 
succ<\ssful part it had takm in arranging for 
the transport of enormous numbc*rs of mi*n and 
.s ipplies oversel l. W'iiili' the restrict io s of 
imports were being put nto operation in 191t*, 
freights wfr(‘ still rising, and th' profits of 
shipping (H)mpani(\s, as publicly announ<x‘d, 
were, as a, ruU*, very large indeed. TIicm; 
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TORPEDOED WITHOUT WARNING: THE END OF AN UNARMED SHIP. 
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HOMH WITH HONOUR: 

A battered steamer makinf^ for port. 


not uniifil I irully, creaird h pioorl cloal 
unrest, os])ecially among labour. Ship- 
*N\uers gonerally eamo in for some very 
iiurp criticism, which in all cases was not 
'|uit(‘ justified. A number of owners had in 
ciirly days of the war made it quite clear 
they did not want to make extraordinary 
'Mofits out of the war ; by enterprise and good 
“ uingeiiierit they had established successful 
"f iii-sses yielding satisfactory returns, and the 


idea, of hi'iictiting from t Ikj nalinnal misfortune 
was repugnant to tlx^m. it c*annot, how'cver, 
be said that t his w as the at t if ude adopted in all 
fpiarters. "J’hc arguments in justification of 
higli ])rorits were, usually, that, the returns in 
some tjf tlx^ years preceding tlio war had been 
poor, aiul that there was no agitatitui on the 
]m.rt of the public when shipowiu'rs liad been 
unable to make both ends meet. Then it was 
argued that shipov\ni*rs were (piitt* helpless - 
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that the e.vl raordiiiary freights wciro forced 
upon them })V' m(‘rcfiaiits out -bidding (‘uch 
other for tonmigt^ ; ia other words, tliat then; 
was uo gainsayiiig the law of siipi^ly aad 
d(‘maiid. It was (‘veii advauc(‘d, fiirth(*r, that 
high fn'ights wen* actually a l)e!Letit, sinct* they 
;M*t(‘d as a. restraint on imports, only tliost^ 
eommoditi('s whieli could bear high rates bt*ing 
imj)orl(‘d. 'riiia’c; was, of cc)urs(‘, a limit to bt‘ 
j)ut to this arguuKait, for, if it was merel\' a. 
(|U(‘stion of high freight, many “ luxuric‘s 
could bear Jiiiudi Iiigher rate's than what we*re 
rcgardi'd .is tlu^ n(*c<'ssaries of the; poorc'r classes. 
I'^inally, then' was always the argument at tin* 
bat'k that high freights were a con\'enie'nt nu'ans 
of taxing llu' p('opl(* (*\'(*r\ time th<‘y Ixuighl 
bread, since* so large a [iroportion e)f the e'xce'ss 
profits we'ut to tlie* State'. On S(‘pt(‘mbe*r 21, 
HUT), this e'xce'ss j)rolit taxation had be*e‘n fixe'el 
at oO pe;r e*t*nt., and in the* feillowing April it 
was raiseM-l te> 00 pe*r e*e*nt. The* ueakne'ss e)f 
this argume'iit e)f high tiixation was, howe'ver, 
that the large'!* the amount t heit we'iit te) the* 
State the large*!* tlie; amount wliie*h was n‘taine*el 
by the* stiipowiu'rs the'inse'l ve's. Thus it iiap- 
pe'iie'd that within a \'e‘ry short time; eif tlie first 
impe)sitie)n e>f the' e*xe*('ss profit taxation fre*ights 


n)se' te) such an e'xtent that the 50 per cent, 
then alle)we‘d to be* retaine*el by owners exceedejd 
tlie* wJie)le', 100 pe*r e*e*nt. be'fe>re tlie tax was in 
tn)duce'el. It' ^\as to be* n‘gre*ttcd that during 
the; war shi])eiwne‘rs die! unele)ubtedly earn a liaei 
name as ‘‘ pre)fite'ers.” All elid not deserve it 
but all we're', tarred with the same brush. 'J'h< 
jniblie had lie) nu'ans of eliscrimiiiating, and any 
e.)wne*r who was incline'et to take uj> an in- 
de'pe'iiele'iit line.; was thought, by his fe'lle)w- 
eiwne'rs to lie reiielering a dis-.sorvico to the* 
sliipping inelustry. It was conime)n for Ihitisli 
e)wne'rs, ejuite offe'Ctivedy, to point to the e\e u 
large'!* ])re)fits whie*h we*re; earnenl ])y neutrals, 
but the*y shut tlie'ir e*ye*s to the fae't that 
uneler the* British system, e)r, rather, lack e)f 
•syst e*m, t he* ne'ut ral was benc'flt ing far me)re; t ban 
the' British e)wncr. Tlie e*ne)rmous st re'iigthe'ii- 
ing e)f the neutral owiie*r’s peisition was iiiel(*e'(I 
eaie; e)f the* se'rious anel pe*rmane*nt re'sults (if 
the* ship))ing muelelle;. ddiis was pre)\e*d again 
and again by the* hict that neutrals we're; able 
te) pay fai* higher ])rice*s for ne*w te)nnage; than 
liritish e>wne*rs. The'y paid enormous j)rice*s 
lor ships ill the; ITiite'd State's, anel e*ve;n plae-e'd 
e)rele*rs in the* Jh*itish tanpire*, as in British 
('ohimbia and in the* Allie*el e*ountt*y, Japan. 
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nOCKFRS IN KHAKI UNKOADINC; FROZFN MFAT AT MVKRPOOL. 

In order to assist in the relief of congestion at the ports rninsport Workers* Rattalions were formed. 


Jt was a, l)ily lhat Hu* aril icisni to whirli 
<A\m‘rs \M*ro oxjiosi'd was not always tak<'n in 
l^ooil part. All aii^ry outburst by Sir \\’ait(‘r 
Ibmcijiian, in February, lOKi, at tiu* animr! 
iiioetinjj; of th<* iNloor Iviiu* (Ltfl.), wbieli Junl 
(Iisclos(*{l very large* jirofits, port ray<*(l a. 
s[)irit whieii was not very )a*lpful in solving 
a i)robleni tba.1 bad even then b<*eoino of extre na* 
iinjH>rtane*(i to this cotuitry and Ju'r Allies. Jn 
the eourse of his speech Sir AValte*r said: 

'riioro is 11 comic ii.s well ns n s<*rious side lo some of 
the flcniinciia ion to which ue are .snhji'cte'd, Avliich i> 
alu;i.yH exhilaraling when tlie irrc[)ressihIo seli-st>l<*d 
‘••\j)ci( ” (,f shipping matters, with liis head whirling 
'olh aI>^^lra<*t notions, ahaudons himself with tragic 
•"‘►Icnmity to th«‘ task of teivchiiig successful, W'clI- 
niioniu'd nuai wlu», iioiwithstan<ling their human 
hiding-, {M(* at all events a national asset, how' 11ic\ 
i'lMild caiT\- on an industry that- the self-styled 
experts ” may liavo lamentably failed to maki* a 
leci.ss of. ^Idiis class of jierson has a iiia-nia for iiu- 
paiMnig knowledge they do not in any degn'e nnder- 
hnid. ked- it he understood that I am speaking 
"t t\pcs; some of tlu'm are su])er]ati\ely ignorant of 
'^i ry coinmereial instinct. M’hejr assurata-e st ims the 
■ '"-i.nnation, a-ml their pitiful panac*<'as iiidieato the mind 
<«- quaek. They are like ^mto a tub when, lilhal to 
llowing, all at once the bottom falls out. 

^hipownors were oorasioiinlly apt- io overhxik 
'he lact that the rise in freigJits liad reached 


such })roportions tliat every sirigk' ])ersoii iu ilu* 
eoiiiitry was vitally affeetetl, and Dial a policy 
<»r lit issrr Jfi } re could not- ))e eoiahmed. 

At about lliis linu* 1lH‘re wits a N’cry slrottg 
h-eling on tin* siibjt'ct of the liigh priet's ruling 
for coal in France and Italy. With a largt* 
proportion of the French e«>allh*lds in tin* Itauds 
of the Gerinan Army, Franet* Itceanu*, to a very 
eoiisidc'rahle (‘xteiit, tlepriident upon Hritish 
supplies, ^rhe ])ositioti in Italy was t‘\'en more 
M-rious, heenusi^ Italy, having no eoalfielils of 
Ju*r own, was absolutely depemhait upon (treat 
Ih'itain, exee])t for a lit t It* which slit* w^as a>)lt* 
to get-, by mt'aus of Ih'itish ships, from the 
IIiutt‘<l Stat(*s. 11 has ah*(*ad\ lutn shown 
tliat the coal frc'ight from (’ardiff tt) ( haioa liad 
rist'ii from ahtait 7s. tid. hofon* tlH*wa?- lo lOOs. 
in !Mart*h, 1 9 1 ti, so t hat fabulous j)riet‘s laid t o he 
paid by eonsunu*rs jn Italy. Foi* somt* time 
arrangements had het*n math* for supplying the 
t'ssential scjwiees of the Italian (toxcrnmenl 
with etials, hut this spt'cial arrangement did not 
affect niaiyy industries and jjrivalt* eonsuiners. 
In Alay', 191 (», a. sr*lu‘m(* w as th*visc*d for r(‘dueiiig 
lilt* st‘Iling priet^ of coal in Franet*. 'Tliis in- 
volved the fixing of the prices at wliieh coal was 
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sold at the pit’s mouth, the iiiiddlernen’s 
charges and the freights, so that the whole chain 
of transactions from the selling of the coal 
until it rea(tli(.Hl the consumer was intended to 
he controlle( L Tht^ i le w prices and freights cai no 
into operation on .luno 1, 1910. Tlio prices for 
coal represented reductions of from 40 to 50 
per cent, below tlioso ruling at the time for 
prompt delivery, a fid the freights reductions 
somewhat similar. Tlie <;ommission of the 
exportc^rs was fixed at 5 per cent, in addition 


owing to the greater length of voyage and the 
larger type of ship employed, but in the autumn 
a similar scheme was prejiared for Italian ports. 
Unfortunately, owing partly, it must bo 
admitted, to the submarine campaign, neither of 
these schemes worked entirely smoothly. It was 
rc^ported that Frenchfirms, in order to secure ton- 
nage, had paid higher freights than those pro- 
vifli^d for in the limitation scheme. The attitude 
seemed to bo that it was better to pay heavil,\' 
for th(» coals than not to get thc»m at all. Marly in 
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to the f.o.b price, with a, maximum of Is. ])er 
ton. The (‘laboration of this scheme involved 
a. great deal of work on the part of Mr. Runci- 
man, Pr(‘sid(ait of the Hoard of Tradt*, and it was 
signifi(;ant that shortly afterwards lie had a 
serious biHNikdown and liad to rest for two 
months. It cannot be said that ^Ir. Asquith's 
(lovcnmu'ut was quick to act in this serious 
mattiM* of th(* (*ost of coal in Franct^ and 
Italy^, and more might, at- any rates liave 
been done carlita* in explaining the position. 
An important fact was that a large pro- 
}K)rtion of the coal shipping trade with the 
C’ontinont was doin' by neutrals, and that 
the problem of neutral ship])ing was dis- 
tinct from that of tlu' British mercantile 
marine. «QThe shipping difficulties of Italy were 
also nion^ serious than tho.se of France, 


1917 tlu* situation was again tackk'd, and tlu- 
limitation freights were considerably adxanc-cd. 

W ith the formation of .Mr, T loyd (h'orge’s 
({overmnent in ili*c(‘mb(*r, I91(i, a lu'w Ministrv 
was creati^d, that of shi])ping, and a Shipping 
CMntroIh'r appointed, a posit icm the need ol 
which had been so consistently urged.* Tlu 
choice* fell upon Sir Jost*]di Maclay, a succt^ssfu' 
(Ma.sgow owner who was comparatively littl* 
known to the Fhiglish public. His function w as 
in a sentence, to ensure that all Ih'itish shipping 
was used to the best possible advantage of tlu 
nation. Sir Joseph M.iclay was admitted in 
shiy)ping circles to know i?t least as much abouf 
the elliident management of cargo steamers tc 
any owner in the United Kingdom. He had ' 


* See Vol. XI., p. 3G9. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF A SHIPYARD : 

Part of the Site. 

n putal ion of boin^ n.ii (*x(roino,y I'ard worker, 
!iri(l thf appoint mrnl was yrii(‘ra.ll\ rofranhMl 
. 1 ,-: a ^ood ono. His j>ow(*rs laid (o In* thdinod, 
.iimI it Mils understood Hint b\‘ tin; ini<ldl«.‘ of 
lM‘bI■U}lr^^ 1017, bis fuiKdions bad bt'en satis- 
Uictorily amMi^< d. By his own wish lit^ was not 
a inenibor of tho lEouso of (V)muioris, l»a.viiig 
explained that bo eonsidenal lie could do l)is 
work betlt'r outside*. He was, bowo\M*r, repre* 
-.ent I'd tbt'rt^ by Sir bea) (diio.Z/..i Money, Parlia- 
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inentary Secretary to tho Ministry of Shij>i>ing 
Control, lieplying in tho House of Commons 
on February 13 to a question as to whether the 
Controller exercised authority over sliips fsn- 
ph)yed in Covc'rnment serviet^, the Parlia- 
mentary S''Cretary saifl : 

''I'lioy are usotl witij oiir knowledge, us it were, 

if 1 may eall it with onr eonyeiit. Of eourse. it is a matter 
of gootiwill between tho different depart irients, and 
that goodwill, f am happy to say, exists and will contima* 
to <*xist, and, as long as it does exist, tliere eannot be an> 
real diflieulty with regard to wdiat 1 may eall the <-onneel- 
ing link Iwdween the Afinistry t)f Shipping on tho one 
hand and tho Admiralty on the other. 'I'he Minister of 
Shipping knows that eertain ships are being used, for 
example, as colliers, and lie has jaiu'er, and indeed 
authority, to satisfy liimself that those colliers are bidng 
properly used, but there, of eourse, his authority ends. 
The Admiralty alone can in actual employment use thc*so 
colliers. 

Regarding the ftinctious of tho Coritrollor, 
the Parliamentary Secretary said : 

Of course, as the House is aware, when tho Ministry 
of Shipping was forinetl, my right, lion, friend found 
existing a i-onsiderahle niimbt‘r of liodic's — -(.'omiiiit toes, 
anti so on *w liieh had been framed and very properly 
framed by the late Oo\ ernrnent in order to deal with 
fliffereiit phases of this great problem. All thtvsc 
thre.ids are lieiiig drawn together under the Ministry of 
Shipping, and J hope it will be tnai to say that in a v<*ry 
short space of time we shall liave tlrawii ihein togethtn*, 
and that w’o sliall then bo able to grapple with a proper 
organization. VVe liave been handicapped in this 
matter, boeauso wo havt* been w'orse lionsetl, if that is 
possible, tJian any oth<*r Alinistry of the (Government. 
We are not .so fortimato as to possess a gikled hotel. 
Novertholess, we do hope now that we .shall lake np onr 
re.sidonoo in a nnxlost and nnassutning building wbicdi 
is not inappropriately sitnat('d, wbero water used to run 
ill St. James’s J^ark. 

Oil February 21 Sir F.dward ('arson, now 
First J.iOrd of tho Admiralty, announced that 
tho wdiol(? of tlie TraiLsport Department, except 
so far as it was conceriK'd with naval transport 
and tho duty of naval transport to the Army, 
had boon entirely taken over by the 8hippingCon- 
troller. The Advisory Coniiiiittco to the Trans- 
port Department had resigned shortly aft(‘r 
the appointment of the Shipping Controller. 

Tlicre were soon signs that the (controller was 
losing no time in getting to work and ensuring 
that all possible u.se w^as made of the available 
tonnage. One little sehemo, indicative of the 
attention being given tf> tJie problem, whieli 
was announced just a fortnight after his 
appointment, pmvided that all ow^ners of what 
arc knowm as shelter-deck steamers should, 
where it was practicable, utilize the sheJter- 
tleek for cargo and get tho load-line re-assigned. 
It had always been ojioii to owners to have this 
elu ngj made, and son\e had done so in jieace 
and others earlier in the war. Tt was estimated 
that if the change were made in all shclter-<leck 
steamers the carrying capacity of the British 


Mercantile Marine w’ould bo increased by somc^ 
250,000 tons, but there w^ero .some obvious cases 
in which nothing wa.'? to be gained by the 
alteration. What the Controller did aft(*j* 
consultation with the surveyors of tlie Board 
of Trade and tho registration societies was tf> 
make compulsory the use of these spaces, not in 
all cases, but in every a])proxjriat© case. It h»ul 
been held tliat, subject to any necessary altera- 
tion.s in the structure of the ships being carried 
out to tlie satisfaction of tho surveyors, the 
change could, as a rule, b(' made with absolute 
safet y- If an owner tlioughi the change inadvis- 
able for technical reasons his case would he 
considered on its merits. This particular 
change' was due largely to the elimination of 
sfime of the light (t cargoes. When in j3eaco timi* 
vessels w(^rt‘ carrying comparatively light 
c*argoos tlje raising of the load-line would not 
have enabled them tf) carry a ton more cargo, 
which was pre.scii)3f‘d only by tho cubic 
capacity of the shi]). Another little innovation 
was the granting of permission to owners that, 
as. an ex(‘eptional war measure, tliey miglit loarl 
vess<'ls in tho River Plate down to what i.s known 
as. the l?Klian summer mark, provided that 
when lh(» shifts reached northern latitudes, 
lietwecn October and March inclusive, thcii* 
winter marks wen^ immer.sed. As the quantities 
of grain shipj)ed frqiii South America normally 
amount to some millions of tons annuallyand I his 
change r(*pr('senlod an addition of about (i per 
cent, to tho carrying capacity of ships, it w^as dis- 
tinctly important. Attf'ntiori was also imme- 
diately concentrated on improving the con- 
ditions at the ports where' shipping was ai*ain 
being held up by congestion, caused es})ecially 
by railway troubles, and the policy w-hieh 
had already been adopted under the fdd 
regime for substituting shorter voyages for 
longer voyages, where this was possible, wa-^ 
carried out still further. Many more sliips 
were requisitioned to be employed in trad**.'- 
where they were most urgently needed, so tliai 
in Fobruary, 1917, the position appnjximated 
to a general requisition. 

But one of the most iiiij)ortant of the Shipfiinv 
Controller’s plans w as the laying dow n of a large 
programme of standardized cargo ships. Thv 
possibilities of building a large number 
standard ships in tins country seems to ha\’‘‘ 
found its genesis in an article which ai)peared 
in The. Times of Fe}»ruary 25 showing what wa.*-^ 
being done in the Ignited States, This w'a.s 
follow^ed up by a number of other articles. 



THE TIMES HISTOBY OF THE WAR. 


99 


It wa« then pointed out that there would 
obviously be oconoiuy of money in inanu- 
f*u;turing the parts for ships on a large scale. 
I'he following advertisoine^it from an AmcricMin 
newspaper was quoted : — 

Stock cargo steam-sliips, 7,200 tons il.w. rapacity. 
Classification 100 Al, Br. Lloyd’s. Scotcli boilers, 
JViplo expansion cngiiios. Speed 10 ^ knols, 11.] knots 
on oil b*el. 

\Ve have recently purchased 7,500 tons of stcol ship 
platCM and shapes, with options for more, and with 
deliveries to assure comi)Iotion an<l delivery of 1,720 d.w. 
steamship in tlio last quarter of 1016 ; one more ship 
in 14 mouths and one in 16 months, and one of our 
stock cargo steamships about each month Ijereafter. 

Ono or more of our stock cargo steamships arc now for 


to tt»riii,s. 'I’hore arc e\ cn still serious dilYicultios, owing 
to the ri.sr in costs, in the way of the ct>mpletit>n of 
mcrcanfiltj ionuago contracted for anti started bt‘ft)ro tht‘ 
war, and those dinieultics are indicat ivt; of those which 
hintlcr the making of new contracts. In some cu'^cs tlu» 
biiihlcrs stipulate for very wide prices, offering tt> acct‘)>t. 
loss if rosts prove to be less tliaii thtj maximum they 
name, and they will giianmtce no dates for tIoHvery. 
The owners are cliary t>f placing onlcrs when everything 
is .so imct'rtain, and the result is an imsati'^faetory 
ticatlloek. 

'I’his is wluM’t* t1i(5 intervention of the State wonltl 
bt‘ of advjint a;^t*. Having arrangetl, by some means, 
tor the completion of tonnage now unfinished, the State 
could itself plai'C f>rtlors for new construction. The 
first point in favour of a State jjrogramme is that for 
botti sentimental and financial reasons th«* men are 
rclnetant to handh* anv but ( ifn ernment work. 'The 
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'iile to the highest responsible bidders. Prospective 
lairchascrs of cargo sloamships are invited to submit 
written proposals for tho i>nrcha.so of ono or more of 
our stork cargo steamships. OlTors of purchase from 
rr-,ponsiblo bidders will bo filed in tho order rocciv<‘d, 
aufl, sulqoot to prior sale, will bo acted upon in that 
order. Sales will be closed at terms and times to bo 
fixed by oiir Board of Direetcirs. 

On February 28, 101 (», tin articlo developing: 
Oio idea of standardization was published in 
J ftp Times, which, as an indication of the con- 
ditions then prevailing and of what ha))j3encd 
m arly a year later, may be reproduced as 
follows ; 

It is gonorally admitted that nothing will so relievo th<j 
P^oseut serious position as new construction. Yet 
nildcrs and owners aro finding it very diflicult to come 


socoiul reason i*. Ihni by si aiulanlization tlio work could 
be greatly expedited. There wouM ob\ ioxisly bo difii- 
ciilt ie.s, if tlie matter were left to ))rivate ontc‘rj)rist‘, 
in getting owners to agr»‘e to a standard specification 
which would not exist in the fiiso of a (lovornment 
committee including represent at ivc.s of <iuncrs, naxal 
anhitocts, siiipbuilders, and engiiic-hiiil«h*rs. 

(lonorally tho hull of a sliip can be built al llio present 
tiim^ more rapidly than the engines anti hoilt rs to gti into 
it. The great hulk of tlie \M»rk on the hull mu.st be dtmo 
in llu? viirtl when* it is })cing built, but it sliould be 
j>orfectly jiracl icablt; to <^xpt*cUlo work on the engines 
by incrcasf'il Mibtlivisitui ai.ntl standardisation. For 
instance, tiniv* miuht be savc<l by stuiding the engines 
aeross from tho Fast (’oast or any other centre to the 
Clyde, wlulo tho boilers miglit he built in tho Midlands. 
But vossols built under such arrangements would have 
to eonfonn to the same specifications and their parts 
bo miwlo int«*rchangoablc. 

The present proposal is for tho State to arrange to 
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; nil<l 100 (»r wlmtevor iiiiinOer of ships may hi* 

. null’ll. j)i‘o}>a})I\- ho of oil*, or, pox.'.ihI\^ 

,\\n lypi"'’. were rost)lvoil to build iiu>re types t liey 

be built ill bloi’ks. 

It is [iroposeil that tliese vessels wlaui built should he 
llottetl to owners in proportion to the number of ships 
{ji( \ have lost through enemy nets. 'I'he Stale woulil 
t.ike the profits and the o\Mier to whom the ships wen* 

■ III rusted wouhl be pni<l inanaK‘^ment <'ommission on 
1 l eiii. At the eonelusion of f ho war the. vessels woulcl h * 
-..Id by aiK’iion, and if tlie short supply <)f tonnage prt>ves 
iIm'ii to jj:reat as now s(*eins probable, there would 

he \<*ry little eha.m*e of any loss falling on tlio Stale. 

IIm* type of .shijj ref*rmimended is a earp;o steamer 
dumt tons dead weip-hf , servi<*<*a ble for many 

ir.id*'^. The exact details of measurement and spe4*d 
vv.iultl be dett'rmined by the eommittee. wbieh should be 
.,t. ‘pared to saerita-e ruthles-ly all luxuri<*s and ev<‘ii 
, oM \ enienees N\ liieh add to the labour am! time re<pare<l 
Ini'coiistruetion. 1 1 is cpiest ionable, forexamfile, whet her 
,,, I be pres(‘nt eireumst .'inees (d('r*lrii*. li;^dit should be 
iiivi.dh'd. 'This ami other <*on \ enieilees eouhl b»5 adiled 
vMihout ^reat expeiisi* wla'u the x’essids eame into the 
pov es-ion of their idtimate owners. 

Such is tlu^ siheine broadly outlined. [t is a matter 
I,, I' deliberate eonsid(*rat ion wliether, if some '-ueh pl.in 
l.c not adopted, this country is not running a. serious ri-k 
of liiidiu^ .‘tseif unable to early not. onl> the <-arj_'oe< it 
.iiU-dil to he able to carry, but even (la* liarc iM‘ccssii ic'- 
lur the .->ucccs~fiil ])rosi*cutioii of tin* wa'-. and at 1 la* cml 
(it the war of timliiifJt ds mercantile maniic at the mcrc\ 
.li tin* Herman intorned sliips ami of the neiilra' fle<*(.> 

Hrpiving (i^ Ji ([ticsliiin in tin* llnnsc of 
(Vnmnoiis oil jNlandi 7, lIMti, Mr. Kimeiman 
said lluit his atl('ntion had In'on calh'd to Iho 
fjiKstion of stanflarrlization a.nd that it was 
htiving his cand’iil considcrat ion, a storc'otypod 
form of roi)ly to wliioli, iirifortnnatoly, tho 
puhlic liad becoiiK' wolt accustomed in (cimexion 
w itli th(' sltippiug probl<‘in. 

In thiTi(‘, 191 (i, how(‘ver, tin* st a.mhirdiza- 
tion scdieiiK' n*(*(Mved strong support in tJn* 
formation of a Standard Sliip Building (\)m- 
fiariy to work at Chepstow, Ki\'er Wyc*. 
I'liis eom])any was vc^ry p)owerfully l)aeked. 
a>< appears from the fact tluit the (*apital 
was suliseribed by, among otliers, sncdi eom- 
pjuiies as the 1\ & (). and British Jndia, the* 
New Zc^jiland Shipjiing, Orient Steam Xavi- 
ization, Kederal St<*am Navigation, Furnc'ss, 
\\ ithy <V. Com])any, Sliire Tane (Turnbull, 
Martin cV. Co.), A. Weir <S: C.'ompany, Harris 
‘V Dixon (Ltd.), dVinder, Anderson & Com- 
fiany, Bethell, Owyn <fe (k)m]>any, and Birt , 
l’ott(‘r and iriighes (Ltd.). The Chairman 
was Mr. damcis Caird, Jiead of 'rurnbull. 
^hirtin & Company, and the? Vdc(*-Cliair- 
onin Mr. John Sill<*y, Managing; Din^^tor of 
H. Cn‘(*n and Silley Weir (Ltd.), one of 
dll* oldest and most famous shipbuilding and 
diip rc‘pairing companies in the eonntry. Cnfor- 
'•eately, the scheme wiis much handicapped by 
du* diflieiilty of securing siifttcieni skilled labour. 
On August 1,5, however, the com]jany took over 


th<* c'ngineering firm of ^h'ssrs. Hdward Finc h 
tS: Co. (fdd.), wliich was originally foruuMl to 
build Bruuc*rs bridge over the? Wye*, and a new 
c'ompany was formed, ent it k'd Fdward Finch 
.V Co. (191t») (Liuiitc'd). In spite* of labour 
diflicultic's thri'c* slipw’a.y.s were* prepared in 
this yai’fl, and, etirly in 1017, two .*1,,‘100 ton 
cargo ste*aiiu*rs we*re be*ing built there. It 
was hope*el that hy the* end of the yc'ar live* 
ne*w stt*am(‘rs would be* put into tlie wale‘r 
trom this yard, in addition to IS sma,lle*r 
ve*sst‘ls, all of whielt we*re urgeaitly ntu'cU’d. 
The* iirst four slips for hiiilding s( e‘a.iu(‘rs 
up to 10,000 tons ill the Stanehircl Compimy's 
nt*\\ yard we‘re ])e*ing pn*pared. A sj)e‘e*ia.l 
h‘a.tnre of the seh(‘me was the* ])lamiing of a 
garde'll eil \, and. a. e*onsiele*rahle* ])rogr(‘.ss ^\ as 
heitig mnei'* I'iirly iii 1017 with the const i*fie*t ion 
of fotiages unde*!* li<(‘nee from the* ,Ministi‘\- ol 
Munitions. It wa- knowti lliat the* Directors 
fi’h imieh in(h‘hti*d to the* a,s'.>ista.nc«* gi\'e*M imt. 
only hy this Ministry hut- also by the Admiralt\' 
:mel the Jki.irel of O^rade. I0v(‘r\" tissistanee* iii 
forwarding the scheme* was also r(*uelert'd hy t ho 
t be‘at We‘ste*rn Kaihvay (.V)m])jmy. 

Towards the* (‘iid of 1010 it was unde'rstood 
t hat the* P. ct O, (Vuupa,ny had had pla-iis drafte'd 
feu* a uumbe*!* e>f sta.uelarel e*a.»’go \'ess(*|s to be* 
luiilt in \a?‘ie>iis yards, and .Mr. ,)ohn La.tta, a. 
well-know u owii(*r, was urging in 77a 7 hurs 
( io\ e*ruuu‘ut e*oust met ion. Tlu*n, shortly afte*!* 
the* iie*w .Ministry e>f Shipping had bet*n e*reale‘d, 
it. w’as tmn()ime*(*d that the* Shipping Controlle*!* 
Iitid hirnself in \ie*w a large* |)rogra.mme* e»f 
standard eargei ve‘sse'ls tei lx* huilt for ae'ceunit 
e)f the* State*. It lie'cjfme* kimwii that the\ 
we*re te> 1)0 single^-dei*k ste‘aine*rs de*signeel feu* 
pure'ly e*argo-(*arryiiig pnrpeise*s, and that eme* 
hjile*h e)f the*m weuild lx* 100 ft. in le'iigth, 
.72 ft. in he*ani. with a e!e*pth of ‘11 ft., and a. 
de‘}ielwe*ight carrying capacity t>f about S,20O 
leuis, 'I7ie*y we'ie* te> lx* elistiuetly utilitarian 
in e*harae*ler, ha.ving ])ra.e t ie ally nei supe*! - 
strii(*ture, and with nothing in tlie'ir construc- 
tion that was imt ahseihitely ne*e*(*ssary feu* 
the*ir ellie-ient laindling and feu* the* e*aiTying 
of gen (‘ra I or )>ulk e*argex*s. The* fae*t t ha,t the*y 
w*e‘re to he st anelardize*d in de*siLMi would fae ili- 
tate* tlie* obtaining of m{ite*rialy. as well as 
incre'ase* tlx* sjx*(*d of e*onst rue*t ion tine! some 
of the firms with v\hom eoiitraets had lx*e*n 
placed e'stinrate'd that, given ade'quate sur)j)lie*s 
of maf(*rial and a suflfieieuicy of ste‘tidily working 
labour, the*. ve‘ssels could l>c e*oinple*te*fl within 
.six or s()ve*n inontlis. Standarelizatieju w as to be 
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* ap[)lio(l, not onl^^ to the hulls, but also to the 
propelling machinery, and, as far as possible. 

all the auxiliaries and parts. The rocipro 
eating engines decided upon were ot a type 
which liad proved thoroughly tru-twortliy anrl 
could b<3 turiK'd out to pattern by any marine 
engineering linn, the arrangements being such 
that any particular set of engines need not 
necessarily T)e rc'servH‘d for an\- |.)articular hull. 
If a hull \\a‘- read>’ anywhere, and a set of 
<*ngines ready somt;wliero else, these might be 
brought togetlirr lo form one ship, so that the 
delays caus(‘d by hulls being ahead of engines, 
or engine's ahead of hulls, would bo very largely 
avoided. 

fn his preliminary work (ho Sliijjping Con- 
troller was grc*a(ly assiste^l ’ny the co-operation 
of the .Shipbuilding Employers’ Federation, and 
it was a fortunate coincidence tha(<, just about 
the tiuM; wh(ui lu^ was a[)pointed, tho head- 
r|uarter:-: of (h<“ F('d<iratioii were })eing rcanoved 
(o London. Until then tho Federation had 
joint oHicc^s at Clasgow and Newcastle, with 
joint secret arit's, one in <*ac}i city, but the great 
increase in the junount of busiiuiss vvl-ich had 


to be done in London made' it necessary for 
the co-oixlination of the work of the Federation 
that it should liavo one ht>adc(uarters office and 
that this should be in the Metropolis. On 
neceinber 28 the announcement was made that 
♦Sir Joseph Maelay liad appointed a committee 
to advise him on all matters connected with tho 
acceleration of merchant ships undt»r construc- 
tion and nearing completion, and the general 
tulministration of a new merchant shipbuilding 
programme should be undertaken by him. Tlie 
composition of tho committee vva« as follows 
Mr. George J. Carter (of Messrs. Cammell, 
Laird Co., Ltd.), l*residont of the Shipbuilding 
ICmployers’ Federat ion (Chairman); Mr. W. S. 
Abell (Chief Surveyor to Lloyd’s Register of 
Shipping) ; Mr. F. N. Henderson (of INh'ssrs. 
D. & W. Henderson Si Co., Ltd.) ; Mr. JariK^s 
Marr (of Messrs. J. L. Thompson & Sons, T.td.) ; 
Mr. ♦Summers Hunter (of tho North -IlIa^ tern 
Marine Engineering Co., Ltd.;; Mr. C. J. O 
♦Sanders (of the Marine Department, lk)ard of 
Trad(») ; and Mr. W. Row’an Tliomson (of 
Messrs. D. Rowan A Co., Ltd.), President of the 
North-West (Clyde) Engin(*(‘ring Trades’ Em- 



A LINER PASSING THROUGH THE PANAMA CANAL. 




FRUIT FROM GRFFCE AT NEWCASTLE. 


|)loyi*i*s’ Association. Mr. A. R. I>nn(*nn, 
MH-rctary to the Shipbuilding tanployers’ 
l^'cdoralion, was appointc^d scereta-ry. 

Hy appointing tlio President of th<‘ PJnijjloycrs’ 
K<‘<lcration as Chairman of his Advisory Com- 
mit t('e and its new secretary us his secrotar>% 
Sir Jose[)h Maclay at once enlisted in his 
service all the machinery of the PVderation 
mid all its capacity of getting into touch, on tli<* 
siiortest possible notice, with every departmcni 
of the industry. On Kehruary 11 thi? stat<*im*nt- 
uas made tliat tlu^ Shipping Controller had 
appointt'd Mr. A. \Vilki(‘, M.P., sec retary of tho 
Shipwrights’ Soeudy, and Mr. John Hill, 
secretary of the Boilermakers’ Society, to advix* 
his department on labour questions. It lunst })e 
admitted that in some quarters tht*re was some 
little apprehension, both amongst shipowners 
and L iiiders, regarding the probable effects 
tl«‘‘ jioliey of standardization on the futiin* ol 
'ln'ir particular industries. Tlicst* critics fail(‘d 
giv«^ lull recognition to the fad tliat this 
i '<*li( y was essent ially a war policy, prompteil by 
' '»«• importance of jiroducing the largest 

■•nm])(»|» Qjf eargo vessels within the! shortest. 
!''>ssible time. Even in peace time certain 
•‘nilders had steadily concentrated on particadar 
but, if time had been no object, no one 


woidd ha\'c advocated many of tiu* yards 
bringing all tln ir work to a common level. No 
doubt the best results wen‘ to be acliu‘ved by 
individuality. Owners settled upon particular 
types and, from the point of view of eommoreial 
competition, there was no real reason why they 
sliould shaio their experience, knowledgi , and 
judgment with their coiiqjctitors. In tho 
critical times through which the country was 
passing all such considerations, liowever, needed 
to be jettisoned. 'Chat is one of the naisons w hy 
a largo programme of new construction could 
oidy b<‘. carried out by the CJovernnaait. No 
one could doubt that the Oomiiiittee which Sir 
Joseph Maclay formctl to advise liiin was an 
extr<*mcly able an<l repre^.sentat ive one. Eurt her, 
no sliipovvner could doubt that the ship.s which 
were planned would be (‘xtremcly nstd’ul for 
carrying bulk cargo, even aftca- the end of 
tlie war. They were of a tvfie thoroughly snit- 
ahle for carrying coal. Hie jirimapal (‘Xpert of the 
country, and for bringing honn* grain from North 
and vSouth Anuaica, tli(‘ Black Sea and India. 

Coupled with this Covi runu iit prr^grainme of 
new ship construction was a scheme for ex- 
pediting tho largo nnrnlier of vessids already in 
course of completion. A h'uture of tho quarterly 
shipbuilding returns issued by Lloyd’s Register 
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AUCTION SALE OF THE PRIZE SHIP “ PRINZ ADALBERT.’’ 

This ex-Hamburg-Amerika liner, of 6,000 tons, was sold at the Baltic Exchanj^e on January 17, 1917, 

for £152,000. 


was the largo ainoiint of hI lipping undor con- 
st ruction and tho very small amount actually 
launched. Vessels in various stages of construc- 
tion were left untouched for months, mainly 
owing to the fact that labour had been diverted 
to naval work. A certam amount of delay was 
also caused by diiliculties of finance. Material 
intended for merchant ships had been requi- 
sitioned for naval work, and consequently 
builders informed owners that they could not 
<*omplete the ships on the terms contracted for 
(d tiler bc^fort^ the war or in tho early months of 
liostilities. (Gradually, however, these difliculties 
\vf*r<^ overcoiius partly owing to the good ofrie<\s 
of tho Board of Trade. Owners paid very large 
sums for the expedition of their ships and the 
(Tovernmont intimated that such ships should 
be allowed, as far as possible, to take advantage 
of the full market rates. Idiey should not, except 
in the case of extreme national urgency, bo 
retiuisitioncd at the l^hie-Book rates. Special 
difficulties cropped up in the case of tho 
refrigt'rated steamers, partly owing to tho 
(Exceptional cost of such vessels and partly owdng 
to the fact that, when completed, they would 
like all the other meat ships, be requisitioned 
by the Government. Still, even in these excep 


tional, hut important, instane(.‘s an agrc‘ein(‘nt 
was hnally concluded. 

Fn the TTouse of (yommons on November 15, 
191(5, Mr. Runciuiaii stated that tho shipy»mL 
of tho country could, in a normal year, ^vitll all 
labour availabl(E and all ('iigino works operating 
at full-time, ])ut V(.*ry nearly 2,000,009 gro-s 
tons of shipping into the water. The country 
had then only lost. 2,250,000 tons by all riskr^ 
since the war began, and all tho depredations 
on shipping could have bfion far more than 
]nado good if the shipyards and cngiiuE works 
were producing their maximum. Unfortunately, 
they were not doing so. By the middle of 
191.5 the production of n(*w tonnage in Grea-I 
IFritain had reached a minimum. Fn tho quart ( i* 
ending Juno 20, 1915, only the trivial amount 
of 80,000 tons gross had l:)een completed. A 
very large number of engineers, fitters, and 
mechanics had boon recalled from tho Colour^ 
and a number of men were drawn out of sonic 
of the yards which were making munition^- 
Ft was hoped that by the end of 1916 tho 
months’ output would approach 500,000 ton-- 
a very large advance on what was expected 
the end of the summer, but it was pointed ont 
that tho country would have to go on w:i ' 
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increasing rapidity if it was to hold its own. 
Air, Hunciinan then stated that arrangements 
l,;^d been made with shipbuilders on the Wear 
!(> prov-ido for the pooling of the whole ot tlit'ir 
skilled labour, so that they could concentrate 
tluir attention on some of the vessels nearest 
{■()in|detion, taking them one after the otln r. 
It was hoped to extend the system by negotia- 
tion on the Tyne, the Clyde, and^si^ailar ports. 

‘ 13 y mobilizing our labour in that way,” h<; 
said, “ we shall get most oven with the shortage 
\\hi(di at present exists.” That the gravity of 
the situation was realized appears from the* 
iollowitig passagt; : — 

\Vi- have to take a phingo in this mailer, ami my 

.»\\ii VK'W is tliat the most urgent tiling at tliis moim-ni 
}v (li(‘ eonst ruction of merchant vessels. If thor<^ i- 
to ho a comparative shortage for a time — L ho]»o only for 
ji '^hort time in some of those branches of the Army, 
these men will he put to their best use for turning out 
\««<sels ;uui iMigines wliieli will add to llu‘ meivhaiit 
vrssels of ourseK OS and Allies, 

The imdt.rlyiiig principle of this pooling 
scheme \\'as that of treating till shipyards and 
(‘iiginetu'intr sho]>s in one district as one birt»<‘ 


establishment, within which men and mateWals 
might he handled and utilised as they would 
be by a single linn. On Docemlx*r 23 — Jifter 
the formation of the now Covtn’nment — 77/e 
Thncfi aniiouiieed tliat at the instanec? of the 
Marino l^epartmeiit of the Board of dVade 
a .similar vohmbiry scJu'iue to that reached on 
the W<‘ar had )/ueii eeneluded on theTync^ vvitli 
1 horouirli goodwill lai tlie part of ma.stci’s and 
men. 'J'lu* following stiitiaiient on tliis ques- 
tion of iu*\v construction, nuule hi the course of 
a speech by the Parlhnnentary Secretary to tin* 
Ministry of Sliipping ( ‘ontrol in the House of 
Commons on Kebruary 13, sheds light on tlie 
position at the beginning of 1917: 

A \ t*ry lniv(‘ iiiiKiuiil of toiiiuigr' is nlroady luulor coii- 
^triK'tion, imd i should like iu this (>oi)uc\ioti, in the 
ahvrnc(‘ i)f my right lumimnihh* friend, tlie e>c-l*ivsid<*iil 
ot the lioard of 'I'nidc — and I am sure my right lioiionr- 
iihle frieml the Shipping (Vmtrnllcr would like mo to «lt) 
so to pay a. tribute to the work In* ili<l 'ii tha.t eonnoxion 
before h»‘ h'ft olliee. That i”’ to say, we found a I'oiisider- 
able amount of new construction jirocecdiiig. 'i’he 
larger that amount the smaller, of eonrse, oiir immodiatt* 
programme. We are aeeehu’at ing <»very suitable vessel 
by tivery means in our [lower, and w«* are rotanling t h(‘ 
eonstriH tion ot anv \ «'^sel which does not, in oiir ofiinion. 
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wf‘ll 5!f*rvo the natioiuil iiiUTrsi.-^ ut tliis time. Kor 
«*x*nnpl<*, passtaij^or liner is put })aek, while your 

tramp is put forward. If we hav'e been able to ne»*«ilorate 
the ac<'el(‘ra.t ion which was already in jirogress wlieri we 
came into ollic'(*, if. is bocauM* my rijjht honourable 
frifmd the Shipf>iii^ (Vuilroll'T ha'*; uolhiuj' else to 
think of, wh(‘reas my light lionourable friend tho 
Member for Dewsbury (Mr. Ibincirnaii) hacl many 
other things to tltink of as well. Surely, therefore, 
theni is something to be said for the formation of a 
Ministry of Shipping, if it has to bo said. Xow, with 
regiinl to now construtdion, it is true to say that a 
eonsidorabk^ f)rogramnio is now a<*tually in progress. 
A very large amount of tonnage has a<‘tually been 
ordered. 

Tliat short st atcunoni. puts chmrly one aspect 
of tho. ease* for tin* formation of a Sliipping 
Ministry witli nothing; elsi' to concentrate 
on hut shipping, wJiieh had Ixadt so (ionsistently 
urged. Shipfiing, liitlu'rto, had been one of 
the many p id die services wliirdi tho lioard 
of Trad(‘ had attempti'd to suj)ervisc, but it had 
long he(di obvious tliat the In'st results could 
not. possibly he secured without undivided expert 
attention. That, the pi'rmanent oHicials of tlic 
Board of Trade* had in their re^p *etivo splieros 
flone much good work was well recognized. 

Wlihe merehant shiphuilding in th<* country 
had naturally fallen to very small proportions, 
the shi[)huildhig industry abroad had received 


an enormous impetus, especially in the United 
States. According to an oflicial statement 
issued by tlie Bureau of Navigation at- Washing* 
ton, the output, for tho first nine months of 
1910, of ocean steel merchant tonnage by the 
American shipyards exceedc'd by 30,000 tons 
the British production. There were built in 
American shii)yard.s in 1910, 1,103 merchant 
vessels of .520,847 tons gross, which were 
officially numbered for American shipowners, 
and accordingly at the end of that year were 
either in trade or were about to engage in trade. 
There were also built 50 vessels of 39,302 tons 
gross for foreign owners, making a total output 
of 1,213 vessels of 500,239 tons gross for 
tin* 12 months. This production compared 
with 014,210 tons gross built during the 
12 months ended June, 1908, I ait the out- 
]iut for tliat year was mainly for the Grc'at 
Lak<‘s, whereas n ost of the tonnage for 1910 
was built for the ocean foreign trade. Except- 
ing in 1908, the output of 1910 had not been 
exceeded since the fiscal y(*ar 1855, wht*ii 
583,450 tons gross were built, all being of wood 
except seven iron vi'ssels of 1,891 tons gross. 
Tho very largi* total for 1910 compari'd with 
1,210 v(‘ssels of only 215,092 ions built in 1915. 
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DISCHAR(;iNC; MAIZR INTO I.KJHTliKS. 


An iiitert'stin^ of (oust nifl ion in 

\orlh Am(‘rica was t ro\ ival of wocxliai shiji- 
Iniildin^. Lot t (n*s asking for inforniat ion won* 
s<‘nt by t lio Unit(.x.l States Ibirc^^ut of Xaxi^ation 
(i) 145 buiJ(i(^rs of \n (jodt^n vessels, and r(*pIi*‘N 
Ficeix'ed trom tin* principal buildca's showed 
that on I ><‘(*('1 liber 1, IlMti, tliere wt*r(* laiildin^, 
ei- under eontrai’t to built, 1 1 (i v('ss(*ls of 
I.>(»J>15 tons ^ross, thus avcaa^in^ I, *150 tons 
ejich. Only v'<*ss(ds of 500 tons ^loss were takiai 
Miloaeeount. Of the total nuinber, 07, c,)f 100,775 
1 <»?!<. wen' to be tittf'd with engines, and the 
majority of these were beinjj; built at t Ik' ports 
on the Atlantic and the (hilf (^f iVrexieo eiaists 
and Oil Lhig<‘t S(jund and Colombia lli\'er. A 
number ol w’oodim v'(*ssels w(*re also Ixdng Imilt 
m ( anada, sonm of them for WVst Indian trade. 

I lio revival of wooden shipbuilding w^as attri- 
hiiU'd (*ntirely to th(^ xvar and the consequent 
h‘“ma.nd for tonnage of all descriptions, the. high 
h’ioes oi steel and iron, and tlie ditlieulty of 
' curing metal at many eontnvs where wmod 
^'a^ i^vailablc. Wooden ships can bc^ built 
' apabh* of being driven by (^il at 7 or S knots, 
•Old then' is no question, as the maritime 
ni.^tory of (treat Britain has shoxvn, of thoir groat 
^“^ngth. Many wooden ships have remained 
' aworthy for 100 years. This movement in the. 
eited States contained a speculative element, 
a owners were evidently calculating on the 


maint(*nanee of higli freights for a sutbeii'iitly 
long ]H'riod to cov^('r the' cost of construction. 
'File position of wooden tonnage wh(*n con- 
ditions again Ix'caino normal at tlie I'lid of tlie 
war could only tlien be ('(.aiject uiHxl. 

Ship construction in (’anada. showed at one 
tim(3 an anornakjus states of affairs. It was 
point(‘d out in 77n' Thnvs that large cargo 
stc'ainers of S.SOO tons and 7.(K)t> tons ilcad- 
w eight wen' building at ^'ancou\'ei‘ and Mont rt'al 
respectively, all for Norw(*gian account. In a 
tck'graphed r('])ly published on Novemhci* 28, 
Ml-. Alfred \\'allace, ('luiirmau of the Wallace 
Shipyards (Ltd.), VaiK-ouvcr, defended th(^ 
action of (Canadian huildc'rs in accepting such 
orders, pointing out. that his eom])any would 
much ])refer to build stca.m(*rs for llritisli ratbc'r 
than foi- forciun account. It bad offered con- 
tracts to .scvt'ial Briti.sli ow ners at prices lower 
than the contracts to the Xorwcgiaiis and had 
in\'ariabl_\’ l>ci*n refusi'd on account ot tlx' high 
price and long di-liverx'. Ou(i London tirm had 
rirplit'd that it could do better at home, 
cost of material on th(^ Pacitic (’oast xvas 
excessive, owing to railway freight and the 
high cost of and scarcity of labour. Pacitic 

yards of the Ihiitcd States xvere, he add(?d, full, 
mainly for X'orwvgian aeeount. Briti.sli owners 
would not pay Pacific Coant prices. By taking 
Nrirwegian orders money ^^'as brought into 
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(’anacia, assisting the national finanoos ; yards 
Wi*ro equipp(‘d to eoinpetc^ with Aiiu‘ri(*aii 
builders when c'^aiditiotis wtae again normal ; 
a porman(‘nt industry on tlie Canadian Cacifie 
Coast was (‘recited ; busiiK'ss was In-ought under 
tho Brit isli flag ; and yards were, providtul wliieh 
were c^rpiipped for naval construction and 



A GIANT CRANE. 

repairs. Commeuliiig on tins stattaiuuit, 77e 
Thnes reniarkod that “ Mr. W^allacc will, wt; 
think, agree that the publicity given to this 
question will have served its purpose well if it 
results in tho whole of the shipyards of the 
Ehnpire being thoroughly mobilizt'd for the 
pur])ost^ of rt?pleuisliing the J^ritish inereantih* 
marine, whie.h has already been seriously 
deyjletc^d. That there should be such a <»omplete 
inobilr/atioii, in spite of any <hniculti(^s of high 
making costs, there can b(* no doubt.'’ On 
.January 110 it was intimated in The. Times 
that ^V"aliaec^ Shipyards (Btd.) was again 
pnqiaiH'd to accept contracts from British 
o\\nf*rs for steanu-rs of troju 7,500 to 8,000 
tons deadweight to be Iniilt according to 
buyers’ spc^cifications. The conqiany, it was 
stated, could undertake to deliver a steam(»r of 
this typo in September, and one each month 
thereafter. It was notable, further, that in the 
House of Lords on February Hi, 1917, Lord 
Curzon dc'clarcil that tho Government was 
using every edfort to build now ships, and not 
mer<dy now ships at home, where a large 
programme was o?i tho slips, but to secure extra 


shipping by arrangements with the Dominions 
and Dependencies and witli Allied States. 

I'ho enormous increase in ship construction 
in the United .States was recognized t'arly in 
1919 by the creation of an American Cornmittet 
of Lloyd’s liegister, with lieadquarters in New 
^'ork, for the purpose of suptTvizing building 
and carrying out p^n-iodi(-al surveys. The 
Committee w is a jiowerful one representative 
of shipping (•om[)anies and insurance inst itution^ 
in the United States. 

fn Japan also tla^ yards were fully employrd, 
an<l very high priecr. were jiaid. Tlie Japanese* 
industry was hanflieapped by the ditliculty of 
^nciiiingr steel. Shipments from lOngland had 
to 1)0 proliibited owing to the insistent, demands 
of tho munition works for su]>plies, naturally 
causing disappointment in Japan, and, in vicA\ 
largely of tJie hig^h freiglits, steel ])roducts ot 
tlie United States cost very hea\'y prict's to be- 
laid down in Japan. Here, again, as in (*ana<la 
and tlko United States, neutrals were able te> 
outbid British firms. As an indication of the 
f>ric(‘s whifJi were paid, a cargo steamer ready 
for sc*a w as bouglit by Norw egians in Sc'ptemher 
1 919, for £200, OOt), which was equiv^alent to 
£40 a ton on the deadweight. Before the war- 
such a stx'amer could liave been built in Great 
Britain for £0 or £7 a ton. Kor another new 
Japanese steamer of 5,100 tons deadweight 
£190,000 was }»aid, equivalent to about £37 a 
ton. Yet another striking example w^aa that 
of a steamer built in Japan for delivery in Hu- 
autumn of 1916 at a contract price of about 
£100,000, which before delivery w^as rc-soM 
for £375,000, sliowing a ])rofit. to tho original I 
buyer of £275,000, and n^presenting a price o» 
£35 a ton. In connexion with the output e) 
the Japanese yards, the statement of Lonl 
Curzon on February 13 resja^eting buying for 
this country in oversea yards has aln^ady ))(***n 
cpioted. - 

With freights >it (Mionnous levels and pric*-- 
for new^ sliijjs prodigious, it was natural tisK 
f-xbuloiis prices should also bo paid for second 
iiand vessels. Neutral ships could alwa> - 
command highf*r price's than British becaiiJn 
tlioy were fre^o from the risk of requi'-sition by th 
British. Government. tJradually, liowover, ou* 
neutral nation !iftor another iDlae.ed restrict u»J* 
on the transfe?rs of ships outside the country • 
so that tho market became rather limiter* 
Tho fpri*at bulk of tho British sales were carricJ 
out by private treaty, but a number of vesse l 
were sold at auction. Among these 
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flio prize vessels mid those auotioiis naiura'ly 
ereatecl great interest. As an in<hoat.ion of the 
upward trend, the ex-Norddeutseher Lloyd 
liner, Schlosion. of 5,500 tons, which was sold 
hy ]Nfessrs. K el look’s at a 'prize auction in 
.laniiary, 1915, for £05,200, was subsoquontly 
resold eight months later for £120,000, INIany 
examples of the enormous prices might b(* 
<itod. As an instance, the prize steani-'r, 
r*olk(*rris, of 9 LI tons gross, built at Kosttiek 
in 1889. wa;? sold on tho Baltic Kxoluinge in 
Kebiaiary, 1910, for £20,000, oriuivalent to more 
than £27 10s. per ton gross. As tho (lerman 
stammer Adolf she was captured soon after 
ti e oiitbr(‘ak of war and was taken into (Jib- 
ralt.iii*. Tla'i'c she was offered at au(;tion, but 
ns £2,050, the highest offer made, was tliought 
by tho authorities to be too low site was with 


on her on account <if a Lloyd’s surve^y which 
was du(‘, and for reiuavals. Before' tho war 
£2 a ton, or a total of about £4,000, might, 
perhaps, have Ix'en paid for her for breaking-up 
j)urposes. This sale was by order of the 
Admiralty, for th(' v('ss(*l was seized at Alex- 
andria w'liile under (Ireek managership, and 
was eondemiK'd on account of Turkish interest. 
The auctionec'r madt' a special i>oint of tho fact 
that she w^as built of iron, “ since an iron steamer 
li<‘r age w^onld be better than a steel steamer 
of I h<^ sauu‘ age.” 

At various periods just before th(' intro- 
ductions of new Jhidgets the shij)ping sale 
markc't became v(‘ry (piiet. The market 
became. ])art icuhii’ly inactive* at- the end of 
1910 and early in 1917 on a. statement by the 
Brime i\linistt*r with reference to tin' ' mitionali- 



<lrawn from the sah* and w^as then enu)loy<‘d 
iu British (Uovernment service. Bight dowji 
lo nearly tla^ c'lid of 1910 vn^ry high ]>riee.- 
‘*o!itinued to be ])aid. Thus, on Xov^'inber 22 
ol that yeer, for tho old iron prizt* st<'anu'r 
Xi<*olaos, of 2,047 tons dcadweiglit, the liigh 
P'-ice of £29,250 was bid at auction on tlic 
llaltic Excliange, ref)resenting nion' than £14 
a. ton. The steamer was built 89 years bt*tore. 
^ ao boiler was reported to have bet'n new’ 22 
years before-, and it was understood that some 
thousands of pounds would have to be ex[)erid<'d 


UNI.OADING TIMBER 

/.atioi, •• of sl>i|.|)inK. On .l.inn.-ry :$0 four Rood 
British sh-anu rs nnl nf fiv.- wln.-l, w.-r<- ..ttVivd 
a.) auction at tl.o Ihvlti.- Kxcl.an-- fail.'.l to 
(lad hny.Ts. If iU'Y l'»‘l p'd "I> '<»• 

auction a fc, n.ontlis i)rcvionsly und.aihtcdly 
all %\onld have been sold for v.-ry handsome 
1'he fifth was ^old for a price* certainly 
)f those ])aid in 19 1 5. 


]>riet‘S 

not equal to some ol 
th<‘ middli* of February the Shipping Font roller 
announced tluit all sales of British ships were 
not to he completed without his sanction. 
Xogotiations for th. purchase of British shiiis 
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THE DOCK OFFICES, LlVERPOOl. 


PRINCE’S FANDINC STA(;F, LIVERPOOL. 

Prime Minister of Australia, onconiiten'd 
♦liflieulties in arra-nging for sliips to transport 
tJie Australian wla'at cto]) wlicai la* ari’iv(*(l in 
this country in ^Marcli, 1010, and his troul)l< v- 
h<*came greater during his visit f)\ving, in n 
large degree, to the Ti‘n))erial (Joveriiinent s 
ship])ing policy. 'I'he price of .Vustralinn 
\\ lH*at in this (jountry was under tla^ influenrr 
of tlic price of tlai Cana,dian varietie.'-, altlaamh 
it was always al>le to command a premium 
of a few shillings a (piarter. One of tlie 
(government’s nuim*rous commit t(M's set itself 


by British subjects might ])roceed subject to 
the approval of the Controller being obtaini’d 
before tlic piirchasi? was finally effect I'd. All 
ra‘g(>t iat ions respect ing non-British ships were 
to l-»e su'-pc'iided for the lime lieing. 

Of all (he purch!is('s which were effected 
during the war one conifileted on behalf of t he 
Commoiiwc'alth (tovt'inment in Jun<*, 19 JO, 
created most inWrest. The difilculty of obtain- 
ing tonnage to transport the jiroducts of Aus- 
tralia to the ports of th(' United Kingdom and 
thi )se of the Allied count ri(‘s liad long hcen 
apparent, and it was st ated on behalf of the Com- 
monwealth Government that th(^ high rates of 
freights which, exce]jt where controllerl by 
Adininfity requisition or x\dmiralty influence, 
tliroatened to become proliibitivc, made action 
necessary. It was well known that Mr. Tliighcs, 


to licjit down tho North Atlantic fna'ght, 
wJiich it did most f'ffec^ti voly hy directing a 
large number of vessels into the* North Atlantic 
trade?, ’file ])rice of Australian wT.cal landcc* 
in this country fell in accordance witli the fall 
in NortJi Aincjicnn wheat, hut the Australian 
freight did not, with the result tha* after allow - 
ing for all transport cJiargfs, etc., the price 
quoted was ]KH*il('usly near tho point at whicli 
the cost of growing the \vheat in Australia 
would not have been covered. The hoin<‘ 
shipping authorities having thus, in the in- 
terests of tho public at- home, incidentally 
‘ queered ” tlie Australian GovfTiimcnt’.s mat 
ket, it might have seemed that their obvioii. 
course was to meet them in some w ay. There 
wa.s no indication of their having done so. Mr. 
Hughes w'as told that ships were employed 
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lo rrn>iitor advaiifago than in bringing wheat 
irom Australia, which was then i:)robably true, 
[{ut it unreasonable to expect the Coiiinion- 
\v.'ji{tti Covorninent to stand by and .see its 
. lop rot, while cno?‘mous supplies were being 
,]ui\vii from the United States, and it was hilse 
to refuse Mr. Hughes tlie loan of 
c;},ips and drive him to seiz(‘ tJiem prae.tieally 
/.y force. Undaimted by the v n-buft, Mr. 
Hughes set to work very quietly to buy lo 
slitps, thr announcement of the pureha.s<‘ not 
1) ing mad(^ until after he had aetually saitd 
noiu Kngland on his return to Australia. 'W n 
ol tile 15 vessels w^cre bought from M(‘ssrs. 
P»iirit‘ll’s Strath bine. All wen' good, service- 
iihl^ and riiotlern cargo '^tt'iiiK'rs, with an 
;u('r;ige deaflweight <‘a|)a<‘ity of belwinai 7,000 
;iiid S,000 tons. Jt was und(*T*stood that for 
l}n‘ large*! vessels about £I40,(H)U was pai<l, 
rcprt'.sent ing, on a d(‘a.d\\e*igdit of about 7,500 
tons, a \Mlue of a„bout idO a t<^)n. BetoriJ tlie 
war the \o»hu* of such shi])s as were bought 
mighl pc'rhajis have been estima.ted at a.n 
;i\erag(' priet* of about it 

statJ'd tha< the pi'iniary int(*ntion of tii<* scheme 
wa,'; th(‘ tra,nsport of .Australia’s i)r(»duets to 
the world's markets, fmt that t la* v('s.s(‘ls would. 


of course, be run a-nrl managed in a .similar 
manner to those owned by private companies, 
and would l^e recjuired to sliow' a reasonable 
profit, d'liis policy was .^ubsc'queiit ly indicated 
by the fact- tha.t after discha.rL*^ing eargoi*s in 
(treat. lh‘ita.in some were sent aeross the* Xorth 
Atlantic to load general cargoes of United 
St at e.‘^ manul'acture.s. J5y being transferrt'd 
from the lioiue ri‘gisti'\' to tha,|. of Australia, 
Ha- euriiiiigs of the shipN wc‘rc no longer subject 
to the Tmpt‘rial ineomeqav and i*x(!ess profit 
tii-xaliiai and so .should prove* a goo<l invest 
luent for th'* .Vustraliaii (Jo\ t'l nment . 'Tlu' 
sclaane was natura!l\' not likt*el b\ I5ri<isli 
owia'rs, and the puivlia.^o eau.sed eonsiderable 
disturbance in the .\u.st i-alian trade*. llow- 
i'veu-, in tlie autumn Ihi' sti*«)m: hue adopte‘el l>y 
Air. Ilughcs was \mdieateel to some* e'\t<*nt, 
at a.ii\- rate*, in an aimeume-e'ineiif. b\ .Mi'. Kunei- 
nam that a large pureluwe »»f Au.'-tralian wlieat 
hael been maele* ijnd that a. neinla*!* e_)f si (*ame*r.'‘- 
had been reejuisitioiii'd te) pre)^*e*etl to le>ad 
whe*at in Australia. ,i.t Hhn*-ne»ok ra.t**s. 

l)uring Ihlliii immlx'i' of im[)ortaut shipping 
fusions w<‘re carried eait. .\t the* t*iul of ,Iune a 
provisional agi-<‘e*me*ut \sas »‘ute re‘j| into for an 
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SUPPLIES FOR THE BRITISH ARMY IN FRANCE. 


[Official pfiotograf'li. 
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-oalfra? nation between tlie P. and (). Company 
u(l the New Zealanrl Shipping Company, 
hich ow n<Ml the Federal Line. TIk^ P. and O 
id in the early inontlis of tlie war ai)s«)rl>eil 
ii- Pritish Iialia, and as the New Z(*aland a.nd 
; cderal Companies liad worked in <*lose agree- 
,,,,.iit with tlio British India in tlie Australian 
.,;Hle, this further arra.ng(Muent seemc'd natural 
. ii(Migh. It was understood that tin* directors 
... the conipanu's had in vi(‘w\ when carrying 
Milt this arrangement, tla^ expectation of 
Lt tacks on British trades from tha-nuin com- 
ii.mies after tlu? war. Tmmedia.tely befon* 


numlx'r of shar»‘s i»i tlie Prince lane w(‘rcj also 
jjurcdiased in the optai market. The i’rineeLino 
consisted ot 117 sti'auiers of a v<*ry useful type. 
At about the same time aji agreeineiit was 
cariied tlirough for 1 lu* sale of the J^ondon and 
Northc‘rn Sti'amshij) CompaTiy to iVIessrs. 
Pyman, \Vatsi>u and (%>., of South \\ ales, ddie 
tl(*<d consist('d (.)f Hi v<‘ry useful steauu'rs of 
dl.tfOt) tons gross, and the jaiee j)a.id for tJa» 
busiiK'ss, all the assets and the managing 
int<‘n\st. amountr'tl to ratlur o\(M' i;2,00()d)tM). 
In tlu^ miildlc! of October arrangiMiaad s Nvere 
completed whereby Sir John Idh'rman, Chair 



A SHIP-LOAD OF STKRL FROM THE UNITED S I'A I ES. 


dn* outl>reak of war tht^ C(*riuan liites had 
arm' u meed their intention of < ait fling into 
tiif dinad, trade wdtli Nc^w’ /(‘aland, and dis- 
‘ ‘lesions w ith British owners -were actually 
^<"|>I)(?d by the war. The ama.lga.mat ion of 
dic P. ty O. a.nd N(‘w Zealand Companies 
lin aiit that th(‘ combint'd tleids of th<‘ companies 
amounted to 228 steamers, of l,:}8(i,.j8h tons 

- '•< ISS. 

Towards the end of August, 19l<>, a brief 
‘ojiouncement. was made that Furness, Withy 
^ ^ oinpany (Ltd.) had aecpiired a ])r(‘ponderat- 
'*g interest in the Prince J^iiu' (TJd.). Little 
^ «<s disclo.sed as to this tran.sa d ion, but the vi<'W 
‘-' ucrally accepted in shipjiing circles was that 
•‘e managing interest of Mr. James Knott, tlit^ 
' Nnd<‘r of the Line, was acquired, togedher w itli 
d‘<nfs by private negotiation, and that a largv* 


uum of tlu* Tdlei'injui bine , aeciuirei 1 I he whole 
of t lui shar(*.s of ]Mes.'>i's. Th«»s. \\ ilson. Sous A t o. 
(Ltd.), the \\ilson tieid consist iiig of nearly 
8tt st('auH‘rs of alxml 200,000 tons. As (‘xplain- 
ing 1 his t ransmd ion t he imnonne(‘in(‘nt w a.s mad(^ 
that it had Ixm ii e\ id»‘nf for some tiiiH* to those 
eoue(‘riU‘«l in th(‘ management of the- Wilson 
Line' tliat definit(‘ steps would hav(* to be taloai 
to pro\dd<‘ for th(.‘ future of the business, which 
was an extremely important one for the Port, 
of Hull. A iarg(^ nnmher of the Wilson shijis 
had been lost during tlu* w ar, and it w a,s 
<‘ss(‘ntial that tht‘\arious liui's .served by tla^ 
eomjuiiiy should b(* elliei<‘ntly earritsl on after 
peace wais eoneluded, 

ill th(^ autumn of 1010 an agn‘emeut was 
eomphded between tlu* Anchor Li im ( Henderson 
Bros., Ltd.) and the Donaldson Line (Ltd.) for 


Ill 
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a fusion of tho inteivsts of tlie two coinpaiiit's in 
lli'‘ ])ass(*n‘^or arifl cargo .scr\ic*e h(‘tW(H^n 
(Jjasgow and Canada. A new t*onn)any was 
lormed with the* titltJ of tJio Anchor-Donaldsoii 
lane, witli Sir Alfrt'd lh)oth as chairiiiaiL. I'hr 
Cunard Company already Jield a, eontrnlliner 
iiiten st in llie Anchor Line and Juid acquire(J 
tJi(‘ sJiippjiig int(‘n*sts of tlie t'anadian Xorthern 
Conipan\\ so t Jiat this latest arrangeiiKail meant 





MK. EDWARD F. NICHOLLS, 

Chairman of the Institute of London Cnderwritcrs, 

1915 1917. 

a Jinking up of tho Cunard, Anclior, Canadian 
North('rn, and Donaldson i..incs. Tlu* t-wo 
oth(*r l)ig gron[)s re])r('sentiiig the pa.sscng<*r 
interests in the Canadian trade tli(*n consisted 
of tJie Cana<lian ]*aei(ic. and Allan Lin<‘s and 
of the Wdiite Star and Dominion Companies. 
Th«‘ desiraJiilit y of effecting eonsolidut ions 
among Dt'itish comt)nnies could la* ap[)r< ciat ed. 
Ih'fore tlie war thert* was fai' too little cohesion 
among the ilritisli lines, wJiieli were conse- 
(pjt ntly at a disadvantage in fa(*ing solid 
front ])r(‘sented 1)\' the (ierman companic*s 
Sah's of shipping made, howe\(*r, in order 
primarily that onniuts might retire from busi- 
ness ^\ith large fortunes, wc're in a diffi‘rent 
category. By tlu) disposals of fleets or sijigle 
ships owners were abh* to escape taxation, and 
it had to be remembered that ownersliips whieli 
had bought ships nt enormous prices during the 


war would not be in. tho most advantageoi 
position to mec't comp<*tition after the wa 
Those ow iu'iships which would be most favou 
ably circumstanced woukl be those wliich h.i . 
written down thciir fleets to very low levels. 

Stress ua,s rep(*atedly laid by British ownei , 
on till* flitliculty of d(‘aling with neutral shipfiiu;.. 
but oven this problem proved by no ineaii^ 
insoluble. Darl;^' in tbe v\ ar it w as b(*ing points u 
out in The Tunes that (jJn*at Britain was veiy 
far from bi*ing at the mi'rcy of neutral owne r . 
A large amount, of neutral tonnage had al\\a\ . 
found employ inent in British trade, and other 
markets \\ e»'e \'er\' few. Pra.ctieally tin* only 
hulk cargo avaihible for Ji«.*utral vt'ssels from 
Europe was British eoal. Neutral vessels were 
jictcustomed to bunlvei* in England, and to sonic 
authorities thii question of supplying sueh 
hunkers to neutra.ls si'emed to resolve itself into a 
simple busini'ss projiosit ion. British miners \\ en* 
exeinptc'd from military sej \ iee because of the 
iiuportan(*e of the coa.1 industi*\ 1 o t lie count ly, 
a.nd Jt was obviously ri'asonahle that tlio tir^t 
(•all on supplies should lx* for British industries, 
British ships, and ni'uti'al ships wln’ch wen* 
engaged in Brilisli tra.de. In ofneial (juarter> 
t hei’e wa.s at. first. gi*i*at. reluct n.iiee to exercise 
even the smallest discriminat ion in this natt ier, 
but gradually the prineifile eami* to lx* fully 
recognized that all the facilities of British port- 
and sliipyards must Ite reserved for those who 
were em])lo\ ing their ships to tlie ad\'antag 
of the British ]'Jmj>ii*e. 

It must bi* remembered that tra,ding with 
British ])orts w'as extremely profitahle tn 
neutral v('ssc*]s. There wa,s for a long tinx^ 
absolutely no restriction on rates, the first 
(*ffort in tin's direction lieing the limit at i< ms 
seliemes eo\ ering tho slli]>ment of eoal sii[»j)lies 
to Eranee and Italy. British mereluints iceh- 
lessly outbid each otliei- for tonnage, earin;: 
little or nothing wdiat they paid, smee they 
could always rely on jiassing on the cost- of lire 
high freights to the consumer. Some ri‘s|M»re 
sihility in tliis matter undoulitedly rested with 
the British rejjresenf atives of neutral owii'i’- 
ships, who, actuated by ordinary biisiu 
eonsiderations, not unti«atnrally did their h'St 
to secure tlie highest ra.t(‘S for- their foreiir 
clients. The evil of this bidding had h>au' 
bt*en felt and (*arly in 1917 tlie Board of Tr ’^^* 
took the matter in hand. By an Order in 
Council publislicd on January 12 official 
mis.si(3u was required to be obtained hc^ 
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nriitral ship could be chart (‘red, and < \ en 
. "he purchaser of any j^oods from abroad 

stM'oding 1,000 tons in weight could he* coin- 
; irted. An Inter-AlluMl Chartering Kxeculive 
Mis formed, with the object of (‘usuring that 
ill charters of foreign vesst‘ls by private firms 
,r. re in the best interests of the allied nations. 
\ 7 i otlico was opened clcjse to the Jhilti(! Kx- 
^ hange in cJiargo of tw^o well-kimwii bnjkers, 
itid the system adoptt‘d was found to w<irk 
\cry smoothly. Shipbrokers imnu'diatidy 
•.Jiowed some alarm at the r(‘strietion imp<^s«‘d, 
hut it was soon apparent that th(*ir inten*sts w <‘r(‘ 
protoctc'd. Th(i KxcHuitive acted as a cliannel 
dirough w’liich the chartta-ing of vess(‘ls to bring 
^'rain for account of tin* Kcjyal ( ‘ommission 
.vas enV'(ded. Important services were ivn- 
. li n'd in tliis coruK'xion by Mc'ssrs, Furness, 
Withy iV (.'O., wlio, it was stab'd, iv'ceived no 
pidlit, dir<‘ct (Ji* indin'ct, in r<‘sj)(‘ct of their 
work. h]arly in January an offer was made' by 
tlu^ British ( rnmeiit for the use of (h*<‘(‘k 


shipping during the war a.nd for six montlis 
alt(‘rwaTds. terms provich'd for a rate of 

hir(^ ol .‘U) shillings p(‘r ton dt‘ad\\ eiglit ])er 
month, as compared with about seviai sliilJings 
paid by thi‘ lirilish ttovernment for British 
vessels, and for a.c(M'ptanc(' of t hc! war insura-nce 
of the Creek \essels by tin* British <h \ eiii- 
meiit. 

In IIh‘ sa.me month the limitation i-ates to 
Franc(‘ and Italy w(‘re n'\ istul, and it tlaui 
he(*am(‘ ('l(‘ar t ha,t something would iiave to 
1>(‘ done for improx ing the insiiranet* facilities 
for neutrals luntra.! nations ha.<l their 

own war insui'anee >ehem('s, of x'ar\'ing scope, 
hut a xery la.rge a.momit oi insiira.nec' since' the 
outbreak of xvar luul ht'i-n phiei'd in the* fjOiidon 
ma,rk(‘t- Th(‘ rales on Ihitish ships and their 
eargo<‘s had a,lxva.ys l)(‘(‘n subject to the British 
infhi(*n(M‘ of tlu* (Joxernment insurance schemes 
hut ( h(‘r(‘ x\ as not I lie saiia^ intlut'nee at. work 
r('s])<‘eting neutia,! xess(‘ls. JJie st‘rx'iees ol 
British underwriters tlirough(.>ut tlio war had 
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been extreinely v'aluable, but naturally 
in the open market were the subject of indi- 
vidual judgment and were governed by con- 
siderations of profit and loss. On February 7, 
1917, The Times annoimoed that a new 
scheme of war insurance for neutral vessels 
was to be put in opt'ration at once, applicable 
to neutral vessels engaged in carrying essential 
cargoes, su(?h as foodstuffs, munitions, materials 
for munitions and <*oal to allied ports. It 
was operated by a ninuber of leading companies. 
The rates represented a very considerable* 
reduction on those liitherto (mrn‘nt, and the 
scheme jirovided for the fixing of the values 
to be insured, 'riiese were on a very high 
basis, rising from £25 jier gross t on for steamers 
built between 1875 and 1881 to £40 a ton for 
vessels built in 1911 and later. 

An enormous amount of business was effected 
during the war in the Mariin* Insurance market, 
and by the beginning of 1910 the congestion 
and delays at Llo;vd\s had become so serious 
that it was obvious that measures would have 
to bo adopted to improve the conditions. As 
from March 1, 1910, a separate oflice with a 
staff of women clerks was inaugurated, the 
plan being tlvat the policies should be stamped 
with the names of the various syndicates 
instead of being signed by hand as hitherto. 
.More than 50 women clerks were at once 
installed, and it was found that the pressure 
of work on underwriters and brokers was 


immediately relieved. It had frequently hap- 
pened under the old system that policies had 
been passing from hand to hand for severa’ 
weeks. Under the new plan policies wen* 
available on the same day or the next. Whit 
the amount of business was greatly incrc;a}«(<{ 
the staffs of the offices naturally became mort* 
and more reduced. In many ways under 
writers were able greatly to assist eommeici' 
and incidentally they helped to carry out tli;- 
( h)vernincnt's regulations, published from time 
to time, respecting oversea trading. The strain 
i]npr)sed on underwriters during the war w.‘ - 
heavy, but they had the satisfaction of knowing 
tliat the pre-eminence of London as the insur- 
ance market of the world was accentuated. 

Tin's eha])ter will have shown that, diffi<*ult 
though the position had become early in 1917, 
the whole sliipping j)roblem was then being 
closely tackled in a way that hc.d never Ix'cn 
attempt('d before. Measures w (*r(‘ being actively 
adopted to eiisuie that more efficient and 
effective use was inadc^ of the* tonnage availablci^ 
for naN'al, military and eommcreinl purposes, 
const ruel ion was being ex]Kdit(*d, and more 
advantage wtis being taken of the extensive 
insurance* facilities of the e»)nntry. The evils 
of the old lax ] net hods were' not to l>e eradicated 
in a day, V)u( there were at last ample sign^ 
that no llioiight, skill and (‘nergy would he 
spared to keep the situation well under 
cont rol. 




CHAPTER CLXX 


THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME (IV.). 

Position on August 22 — German “ Moral - Fighting of Aikjust 24 — Wilts and Worcesters 
at Thiefval — French Gains — German ("ounter- Attacks — Allied Offensive of Sept. 3-(»— 
Feints on the Ancre The Main Attack The Fall of Gujllemont — The French Operations 
-General Mic^eler’s Army — September 9 -The Trish at Ginciiy — Heavy Gicrman Losses 
Krench Successes on September 12 — 'riiiEPVAL and the “ Wunderwerk Setoember 14 — 
> "banco- British Cooperation and Preparations — Position on September 15. 


T HF overits of t he Battle of the Somme 
Ilf) to the €‘V’ening of August 22 liave 
been already related in Chapters 
CLT., C^LIV. and CLXV. We had 
mat hi considerable progress, but the country 
liad still to be reached over which jnanaaivre 
battles might be fought unhiutlercxl by en- 
trenchments prepared months boforehaml, and 
where the Allies might fairly hope that the 
superior 7nornl of their troops would ensure tlui 
«l(‘tcat of the enemy. As early as July 30 the 
Crrinaus had begun to appreciate the dangers 
wliicli would arise if their lines were pierced 
ln‘tw(‘t*n the Ancre and the Somnm. An 
Order of the Hay of that date, signed liy th<‘ 
0(‘nnan (h'uerul in command, had run as 
follows : 

H 8h(jrt space of time we niiist be prcjiared for 
'“'lent attacks on tlie part of tho onoiny. The cleeisivt* 
I'atth* of tho war is now hein^ fought on tho flclcla of tlio 
Jt must 1 m» irnprossod on every onicer and man 
‘«I> lit ttio front lino that tho fate of our <’ountry is at 
-!.ikc in this stru^^lo. Hy ceasoloss vipilanco and self- 
riliciii^ courago tho oneiny must ho pre^ventod frt>m 
- iiniTi;^ another inch of ground. His attacks inii-'t 
■e jik H;4ainst a wall of (lerniaii breasts. 

i be German General was right ; the glorio^ 
* treat from Mons and the fighting on tlic Marne 
'‘^‘d shown that in open country the British 
•uhI Ju’onch Armies were superior to his troofis. 

A letter written by <a prisoner of the German 
^ i i Ith Corps shows how’ the battle of the 
was regarded by the German rank and 
' "»• Xt— Part 134. 


lile, and the straits to which the foe was reduced. 
“ Wo are, indeed, no longer rneri^ but as it were 
half-living creatures.” Other prisoners con- 
firmed tho statement and showed that previous 
batth^s compared with that on the? Somme 
were “ <*hild’)? play.” One slightly wounded 
German, who bi^fore tlu' war J?afl been manager 
in the grill-room of a vvi'll-known London hotel, 
and who had fought against the Russians on 
the Eastern Front, observed ; “I suppose they 
will send me back to England uniler circum- 
stances very different from those in which I 
left London more than two years ago. Wtdl, 
1 am quite ready for the change — anytteiig to 
he out of the awful hell in which I have livetl 
here.” “ .Hero ” was Helville Wood. “ At 
first,” lie* remarked, “ I was confident that we 
must win — everybody thought so. But we 
had not reckoned on your fieet, wliich 1 know 
lias got us by the throat. ... We cannot win. 
Neither,” he added, with affected hopefulness, 
“ r think, can you and yi)ur Allies. It is true 
that it is we, and not you, who are now on the 
ilofensive ; but wo are far from being exhausted, 
and I think that before long you will have to 
make terms with us. Jf you don’t, and it’s 
going to be a fight to tho finish, tlu^n all I can 
say is God help everybody ! ” These state- 
ments, which might be supported by many 
others, showed how greatly the moral of the 
Germans had been affected. On the other 
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luiiiiK our soldiers were full of l oiifitleue.t* ami 
( laf ed by thoir successes. 

At 11 p.in , oil Au^i:ust 22, a desperate effort 
xNjis made by the enemy to recover the trenches 
w nested from him south of Thiepval. Tlie 
w aves of Gorman infantry reached and entered 
ihoni ill places, but their success was short- 
lived. (^ounter-attacks promptly disposed <1 
all who Iiad penetrated, or drove the survivois 
})ark. A scjcond assault at 1 a.m., on tlie 
of tho 22nd-2:ird, was ecpially futile. 
Our artillery and infantry lire wrou^^ht terrible 
r\(‘eulion among the charging lines which wcr<* 
lit lip oy the light of their own flares. Jhth 
alt(‘m])ts resulted in heavy losses to tho enem\', 
w itliout any gain. 

W'liile tnese operations were iii progress tlu^ 
<!<‘nuan artillery kejit up a severe fire against 
Nigh Wood and 7hizentin-le-Petit. TIio Ger- 
man aeroplanes in the evening had shown 
unwonted activity "J'hey had bt^en engaged 
hv our airmen, and at least, four maehim‘s 
royed. Others wen* driven down badly 
(iMinageil, or pursm*d to tlua'r aerodrom<*s, while 
ours suff(*nM| no casualties. An aerial n*- 
<*onnaissan<*c was (completely successful, and 



JOjJlcial photograph, 

A TRENCH NEAR THI^IPVAL. 


bombing raids were carried out by us against 
uudry points of importance. 

lleiing the 23rd we rosuim^d the offensivt^ 
"'dh of Thi6pval and secured 200 yards of 
Juan trench, straightening our lino and 
“proving our position, in this region. The 


outer -battery work of our guns was this daj 
offectivQ. The enemy’s artillery in three 
llcient areas was silenced, and it was re 
I 'deti that a score of direct hits had beer 
I’^de. Qjij. gunners had some time sinct 


ovt*rtaki*ii and \v<*r(' now outclassing in accuracy 
tho enemy’s, and the German ammunition 
showed signs of deterioration, as the jiercentage 
of blind shells discliargid by tla^ hostili* artillery 
was steadily rising. “ Duds,’* a.s our meu 



iOjJu lal pluttngmph. 

A (GERMAN “DUD” LANDS IN A 
TRENCH NEAR THIlaWAL. 

<*a.lU‘d t lu'iu, w(*r»*, howc'ver, not always a dismi- 
\'arda.ge when tiiey eanie from our own guns. 
()m* of our oHiei'i's, wlu*n a.se(*nding the, ])arapet 
of a, G(*rman trench, felt a sJu*ll from a British 
gun drop immediati‘Iy behind Jiim. Fortunati'ly 
it did no(, explode, hut the sho(‘k of impa(*t> on 
the ground lifted Jiim ov(‘r the parapet, on to a 
German, whom he speedily took prisoiaa* ! 

As the* siiii was sinking, thci sky, which for 
four days liad l)('(*n bright, and cioudle.'^.-*, 
bcicamc ove'reast, and a stcad\^ rain comm(‘n<*ed 
to tall. At S.4o p.m. the German l)attei*i«‘s 
com^<*utnit<‘d their fire on the ground gained 
]>y us Ixdween G iiilleimait Station ami tin* 
<piarr;y, tlu* capturti of wliieh has h(*cu already 
r(*eouiited. ^Vh^*u tlu* gun-lire lifteil, a body 
e>f infantry advanced with tlic gn*at<'sf deteu- 
miiiation and r(*achcd thi^ Hritisli paraxud. A 
sharp and herein struggle cnsu(‘d, and then, us 
was usual in liarid-to-hand combats, the 
emuny broke, leax iug behind him many d< ad 
and wounded. 

At 12 30 a.m. on 'I’hursday, August 2?, the 
German artilh'ry rep(*ated the bom})ardiiu*ut , 
but no infantry assault materializiMl. In the 
course of tlie saim^ day, on tlu^ battleti(*ld ot 
Loos, a German raid was rexuilscd by us m*ar 
the celebrated H oherv/.oHcrn R<*doubt, and 
uorth-W(*st of La Rassee some of our troous 
successfully (*iitered tlu^ enemy’s trenches. 

Meanwhile, north of tho Sommo tho German 
guns liad violently bombarded tho Fremdi 
front lines and communication trenches nortli 
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aiul soutli of Maurrpas, \vhil<^ south of tlu* rivrr, 
atter iutausr artilli'ry pr(*paration, thr oiieniy 
}ai(i Iaiiu(‘lit‘ri attacks against tla^ troops of our 
Allies ill and south-east of Soyeeourt Woo<L 
Jdiey wen^ all r(‘pulsc(l. Adjutant- Donne on 
tlu^ 2.*{rd lirought df»\vn Jiis fifth ami sixth 
(ha-inan a-ia-oplaia^s. forna*r h^ll in tlu‘ 

dir(‘(;tion of Moislains, north-east of IVroniH', 
the lattiM* in tlu^ region of ^^are^le-Ie- Pot , 
nort)i-\V(*st of CJiauhavs. Pour other caieiny 
luaehiiK's wen^ se\ damaged by Freneli 


lound on the jx'rson of, a prisoner of the (Jerinan 
125th l^eginaait captured about this date.* 
“During the day," Jk* wrote, “one hardly 
<lar<\s to be s(‘(‘n in th<^ trench owing to tin 
Ih'itish aia'oplaiK's, wliieh fly so low' tliat it is a 
wondt'i* they do not cojne aiul pull us out of 
our tr<‘neh(‘s.'’ Forgetful of the glowiiej 
picdiires fiainted by his superiors of th<; exjiloiiv 
of (Jernian airmen, he indulged in some bittej 
reflections. ‘‘Nothing is to b<' seen,” In 
grumbl(*d, “ ol our (Icrman Jaa’o airmen, and 



THE SITE OF THIRPVAI 




maehin(‘-gun fin', and another was d<‘stro\c<l 
lu'ar Koye. 

ddie ex’ents of tlu' 2‘lr<I, abo\’e described, 
naturally di<l not ligun* in the (lerinan rom- 
fH.Nni(/Ni’ of tile 24.t]i. 'That \eraeious doeu- 
nuait di>s('rvi's to be* cpioted : 

North of tiu* Soimuo No-f <‘r<iny the frosh ofTfni ot t In* 
.•noiiiy I lu- ex oiiing and iiiulit fuiletl. 

'I'ho hrili',)! alt jwUs wore a>rniii diroi-ted a;;a^ll^l 
the '^aliont hetwi'on 'rhiojjxal and Po/.iores a;id our 
positioits at (I uiiloiiuait . 

.Vt ^Faiircpas, cs])r<*iadly to tho -.outii of that villajjrc, 
'it roan t'ncMiy forc(*s wort* ropul'-t tl after fi^htiiij^ whi(*h 
w>is at soint* ptaiit."! 

Dll 'riiursdav, August 24, tlu* weather tigaiii 
turned fiin*, and tlie ai'rial suprt'inaey of the 
Allies Avas once more pronounced. AV'hat our 
c'omniand of the air, coupled as it was with 
so marked a superiority of our artillery, meant 
to the enemy, and how' it affected liis tnoral 
may be gtithereil from the diary ko]>t by, and 


yet their nitio is supposi*d to Ix' SI to 2!^ ’ 
'Tlui tact tiiat the J^ritisli are ont> tliou^'and 
times more daring is, howevi'r, iKwer men 
tinned. One can hanlly (*ahailate how much 
additional loss of life and strain on the nerx c-v 
this costs us. I often feel doubtful,” he 
added, “regarding the final issvu^ of our good 
<'aus(* when sucli liad lighters are hen* 1* 
<*ham))ion it.” 

The weather conditions being so favourabl< . 
it- was dccideil by the Allied C.-ommanders i" 
make three new thrusts into the (Icrinan linc'. 
one on the left towards Thiejjval, the second 
in the centre at DeKille Wood, and the thi>d 
on the right in the .Maurepas region. T1 e 
advaneo between Authuille Wood and Monqo* < 
Farm on Thiepval was entrusted by 


* Morniiifj Aagasf, 28. 



TIMES HISTORY OF THE ir.l/i 


i‘ t Ca’ .K • - - 

j ^ il*;. 'v' 


->•" * 'r-r'.,- -■ ■ .-•=,- 









THR WILTSHIRR MRN C<)IN(; TO THR RRONT. 


1 ( >fll('inl f'jlofi '^fll f*'l. 


lfiih(‘rt (Joiipjli to llio Wilts nnd Worc'osf crs. 
Ill tlin rodurtioii of tlio posit i<jii still ndaincd 
l)\ th<* ('ii(‘my oil (ho iip])cr oast('rii friiig«‘s of 
|)«‘l\ illo Wood, units of tlu^ Riflo Hri^ado wcro 
lo tako ])art. 'Tlio Fnaicli \v<‘ro to <*aptur<‘ 
{ho last mills in Maun.‘])as, to ^v]li(dl tlio (h*r- 
mans wen* olin^iiin;, and to oxt<‘n<l tlioir liiH' 
nort liw anls to thi; Clcryd V)iiil)l<‘s railway, 
southwards to Hill 121. Opposing (la^ Wilts 
and \Vor<‘(‘s( (U's dot achnunits of tho 

I’russiari (^uard: wliilo tho Tit li Lkivarian 
Ih'scrvi^ Division and the, 1st llivision id I ho 
Vrussian (Juanl, <*oinniaiid<*d by thf^ l\ais(‘r's 
s«M*oiid son. J’rinoi^ Hitol Friodrich, confrontod 
tlio tniops of our j^allant Allios. To savo tho 
Thiop\’al saliont, to provcut tho Rritisli from 


DolviII(‘ Wood roachino tlu* summit of 1 ho 
rid/j^o o\ rr \\hich ran tho boiijn ui*\ a I - l^'lors- 
J^i.Uny-d’illo\ -Hapanmc roa<l, to olua-k any 
oast\Nard movianont alouLC lh(‘ rid^t' on (Jin<*hy 
and Foinblos and to stop t h(‘ for^^ard movi inont 
ol tho h'ronoh thi'ouoh Mauropas on (’omblos, 
tho ( ha-mans had oono<a)t rat od <*\-(a-\' availablo 
battory and man. d'hoir ^uns, though in num- 
bors intorior to t hoso of tlio Allios, \i-or(‘ mmaa*- 
oiis. ddio front of battiS* was tho S-mih^ lino 
w’hioh ran from Auihuilh^ to Mauropas 

H«*tw<‘on tla^ Wilts and Woro<‘stors and tho 
villaji<' of d'hiopxal, liiddtai by tlai troo- 
orow nod rid^i*, la\' a lon^ tiNaioh w hi<*h had 
boon iianaal liy tho onorny aftor tiaar* idol, 
1 lindonbiir^. Into this, protootod b\' a ma/.o 
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men of the WILTSHIRE REGIMENT ADVANCING TO TUB ATTACK. 
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WORCESTERS RESTING IN A HARVEST FIELD. 


of (nMiclios, (Imtc mil ])nck, at its w<*st<Tu oiiJ, 
a prrtiH'tly stmiglit trvncli* Aiiotln'r troiich 
th(' Konii^strasso,’' its<‘!f joiiiod by auothrr, 
conmuMiiomt <m 1 n'cov'ory of J^c'inb<*rg. 

lh(' Jvoi'iiigstrasso mot th(' JiCmlK'rg 
troncli 1 ht*ro wito strong ri'doubls. Oiir 
troops, (‘iiscoiicod boliiiid tlaar ])nrapots, luul 
to cross 300 ^ards of slo[)iiig, o])oii ground. 
’'Powards tlio riglit a glimpso coubi bo obtainivl 
of tlio ruins of Moiapiot Farm. Away on tlio 
l('ft was t]i(* sliattoriul wood of Aiitliuillo. 

Ibvlta* tho bla/j’ng autumnal sun otlioors and 
mon woro posti'd in tho tn^nchos, smoking 
pipes and oigarcjttos, and wat clang tho hugo 
si lolls bursting from timo to timo above their 
heads. Tho novelty of tho shells had worn 
off, and they attracted little attention. “ Worse 
than tho rats are tlu'so inforiial flies,” a 
lioutonant was heard to say, as he tried to 
puff them off with tobacco smoki*. A breo/.o 
blowing from left to right slightly mitigated 
tho stifling la^at. Nothing betrayed to tho 
foe that an assault in this area was iniininont. 
Ife for his ])art was grimly silent. Now and 
then, howevia', a head cautiously thrust above 
the para[)<d, and ra.]a’dly withdrawn, showed 
that the Hindenburg tnaich was still tenanted. 
Ihit for tho rush through the air and explosion 
of an oceasioruil shell, tliero was nothing which 
sIiowimI visibly the preparations for the struggle 
about to bi'gin. 


[Of/n u(l 

'Jdio Jiours ])ass(‘d b\', and the sun was 
r(‘a(‘hing tho westia’n horizon, ^^lu*n suddi'iily 
the whole sci'ue was transformec I with light ning- 
liko rapidity. In a. monuait, Nolley aftrj* 
\'oll(‘y of lioavy shells was pourivl forth from 
our batterit‘s against the di^voted sector to bn 
assault imI. '.ria^ noise from the guns wa- 
ib'afening, and was echoed by that of tlm 
oxploiling shells as tluy burst on tho (h'rmaft 
lines, tlirowing up into the air clouds of smoke 
mingled with earth from the parapets whiili 
they struck. Blown slowly eastavard by tlie 
light breeze which rent tho mist Iku'o an<l th<‘in 
asunder, tiioro Avore revealed massifs of t imlx'i r. 
and tho shattered bodies of tlie Gorman 
soldiers who had held their front trenchi -' 
throw n up into the air. >lver and anon a pro- 
jectile would read I a shell store and blow it up 
with a mighty crash, accompanied by flaiiic' 
wdiich lit up tho neighbourhood like luri<i 
lightning. 

” Magnificiait, siilendid,” was the cry of >' 
French ofTicer wdio saw^ tho display. “3 lev 
grand are your guns,” Above tho riisliiu- 
shells and beyond tho smoke of their expl"' 
sionsflew' our aeroplanes w^atching and signallin . 
back tho effect of our gun-firo. Begardlo.-’ 
of tho bursting shrapnel fired at them by tk 
anti-aircraft guns, tho w'hito pufTs of whi< ‘ 
could bo seen surrounding our gallant airinci 
tho latter swept backwards and forwards i 
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( lu'V calmly carried out. their oliservatiou 
duties. 

1\*n minutes was th(i time allowinl for tlu' 
iiitetisive liombardment of tlie 7Tiiideubur«j:, 
K(>(a)i<rstrasse, and Lemberg trcMiclies. I5y this 
time th(^ (ierman artillery, roused to a jior- 
< <‘|)li<)n of wbat was about to happen, liad j^ot 
to work, and was pounding our front line 
<ttMi(*bc‘s an<l [ilaeiiig barrages in front and 
behind tluaii. Tho order was now giv(*n to 
the Wilts and AVorcesters, and wave after wave 
of them dashed forward. On approaching 
tho ITindenburg treiieb a gap of soiih* .'“>() yards 
seiiaratod Worcesters from Wilts. Into tfiis 
g;ip pressed groups of Prussian, tluards, an<l a 
tioreo bombing and bayonet struggle took 
place. Tho Prussians w(*r(^ kilhnl, wounded, 
oi* taken prisoners. One of tho Wilts ohieta-s — 
oil expert sliot— snateliod up a rifle and shot 
<»f tho enemy liombers dead. A sergeaint 
of tlio sat no rogiiiioiit rtin tdong tho tot) of tho 
parapc't of tho treneli bombing the (Jernums in 
it. Some of the Prussians issued from their 
<lng-outs and, refusing to surroiider, jiut up a 
pliK'ky Imt unavailing tight. On tlu^ left the 
maze of trenches was cleared, sni])ers and 
h(‘wis guns silencing tho maehino gimners, 
aiul th(' redoulits at the junction of the Koiaiig- 
sti*ass(‘ and Lembi'rg trendies W(‘ro rushed. 
Altogether if was, iii t he eliaraeb'rist i<* hmgiiag<‘ 


of the soldiers engaged, “a \'ery fine and a 
very pretty show." W’e had penetrated to a 
di'pth of .‘too yards on a front of a little under 
halt a mile, and were within (i^O yards of tho 
southian outskirts of Thiepval itself. ' Over 
])ri'‘*nn(‘rs had hi‘en taken. Ifow' many 
of the Prussian (hiai'd lay dead aiul w’ouuded 
in tli(5 torn and twisted ground captured was 
not asctM*tain.<*d. Our losses, on tho other 
liand, wtu'O ndatively insigniticaiit. “ V\’e 
evacuated portions of our advanced tnaieh 
north of Ovillers, wliieli w^'re eomph'itcOy 
<lestroyod,” \\jis the eoinnu'iit of the Oerman 
11 ighia* t-onimaiid on. this action. ^J\) eov<.‘r 
f-hi.s admission of di'h^at, it w'as stated in tho 
({erman conutiHuif/uc of the 25th tliat " re- 
p<ui.t(‘d vVnglo-PriMieh attacks w'l're delivi'rtHl 
simultaneously yesti'rday evening on onr (tho 
tJerman) laitire front from Thiepval to tho 
Soinino,’* and that betwei'ii “ Thiepxal and 
the I'oureanx (High) \\'ood the enemy attacks 
<*ollaps<‘d witli gri'af Joss." 

Jii IIm^ “ scetor hongiK'val -.1 k'lvilic Woo«l,’* 
the ({(‘rinari ronun ftn ((/hc admitted that tho 
(Jcrmau.s liad suiirri'd a. rev«‘rse, wJiich was a 
inihl oxpn'ssion for what had rc'ally happened. 
TIic enemy ga.ri‘isou holding th(‘ uortliern and 
(‘astern fringes of tho wood and th(‘ adjacent 
orchards was disjiosi'd in thri'c lira's of trcnclx's, 
all st n‘ngthciied with ri'douhts and ])rovidcd 
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[OfJicijl rh< h 

HEAVY WORK ON A MUDDY ROAD. 


s, 'llu' lt)r(‘most< ir(‘ii(*li was woo<1 was a- strong rodoii})! parris« >n[('(l ])y 

withia tlio wood, and 1o ivacli it brokcai tree- soiih* oO juou. IJnliko tJio Friissian (liiard at 

trunks a.n(l oraiors liail to bo crossod. 'rb<‘ '^Idiiopva.l, tlio ( Jt'iTiians antioipatod an at lack 

second trcncli was on tlio cd^o of llio wood - in this (piartcr. Jh'foro tla^ time fixed for it, 

sliallow and lightly lield. It served only as a our troo])s wi'ro subject c'd to a very heavy 

BU})j)ort to th(^ tirst. The tliird was very boni))ardnient of 8 in. and 5.1) in. sJadls. ^J’his 

foriiii(la>bh*. 1 Jiough th(^ (.Jernians liad not did not, Jiowf'V’(‘r, succ*eed in det(*r'ring us 

liad time to construct tlieir deep <hig-outs for delivering the blow. It was ])re(M‘ded by a 

th(' infantry, they had coniu'etcMl with trenches InuTicane of sladls of all ealibn's which churned 

a nuiub(‘r of dug-outs formerly occupied by the up the edges of the wood and .wrocke<l th(3 

gunners of the batteries which, in the e^irly ( Jerman positions in the op(‘n. AAdaai the 

stage's of tho Hattie of the Soiuiik*, had fired guns were .supposed to have done* their \\(»rk, 

ov<*r l)('lv'ilN‘ 4)0(1 at our trooj)s advancing the thdtish l(*ft th»*ir trcnclu's, and advan(‘(‘d 

up tluwidges. At the extreme' (‘astern angle of against tie enemy’s ])osition. On the left oi* 
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^\psto^n sklo of tlie wood i^rogress was delayed, 
N\]ioii tho open country was rcach(‘d, l>y an 
..niilading inachino gun. An ofTicc'r witli a. 
.mall group of his men hastily built a barriradt- 
which received the stre^am of bulhds, an<l our 
troops on tho right coining up soon put it out 
action. Then the advance contimaMi somo 
.“iUO yards along and on both sid(*s of tin* 
bongia‘val-Flcrs-Bapauine road to tlie summit 
.►f the ridge, whence they looked down tai the 
Nillage of Klcrs, our machine guns greatly 
a 'dsling the operation. 3t was reckoned that 
wf had sprinkled the ground north of th<‘ 


iK'lual ari‘aug(‘m(*nt <.>1 tiu* four eompani('s of 
the ])at t alien, w Inch nu\y be regarded as typical 
oi t he met ho< I usually (‘mplo\ ed by our infantrs” 
r>u such tx'casions. 

Iia\'o tini.''hi^(t mii' “act ” in n part of I la' 

sti-calhMl '‘(Jrt'at aial, as \oii alrcaciy 

liia-'.,., I ani ail! alivo ! 1 will toll \ on a littio alioiit 

it. 

I’or tla* ta-f foitniL'Iit wo laixo lioon worKin^^ daa and 
ni^'ln in propaia t a -n tor an otlon'.iN e of nnr ow n, I and 
ni\ ( w t> pIiiiDnii'^ worn to hi* iti tla* fourth lino, two ooin- 
]>anio-i going o\ or lirst, tlaai i>no ooinpan\', and thori 
niiti<‘ in to <1.1110 in for all tho .^lulling and dig 

<'onininnioa.tion.s up to th.o trout. liia«. d'la'ro was to ho 
a hoinhanhi\f*nt , aial at a. ir> w<* won* to go ova'r. 

.1 juiii. Wo wor(' all in onr ]>Ia(o,s ; all Ivia'w (‘xactly 



(sHRMAN PRISONERS, GRAVE AND GAY. 


with no less than 009, .^>00 bullets on that 
<lit> , an <‘xpenditurc of auiniuriition which five 

> i*5irs before would iiave been regarded as impos- 
"ihle iind fo(:>lish. 

I he attack on the left laid met with little 
'• 'istauce. On the right, in the direction of 
' uriehy, the fight went on after sunset, ami wtdl 
th(» next (hiy, until the nxloul^t td the 
• aMh-eastern angh» of the wood and the other 
j ’t''ts of the enemy wt^ro in our posst'ssion. 

> lnis the way from this point to Comhlc*s via 
' iiiohy was oponotl. Of tho nature of tlie 

-htifig a viv’id idea is given by an olticer’s 
der. It is^ moreover, valuable as showing the 


th<‘ir owji job, aiul all w'ailfMl fur lh<* rtiinnU's 1<> go hy. 
f^Liarlor to four <.*anin at last, arui onr huavi* s slarttMl. 
Iinrnndialoly llio (haiaaii lincis htxamn a iiia.ss of carlli, 
hits of trans IxMiig tossed about in the air like Hkj foain 
oa giant waves in fact, it lookt'd fru’ all tho world lilvfi a 
lu-a\ y seji, only the waves were ot (‘arth. WJm'Ii the Iasi 
la minutes eam<', int<‘nse fire was start<-d, 'Du* ground 
nx'ked and swayed in I hr? I’ligiillnl din and for<-e of 
explosions, and every oin' was deaf and <la'/.<'<l hy 
riiar, 

Kinally, after what sim luerl \<'ars ol waiting, r». 1.> 
eame, and [ ;.lofjd np ainl wateh(‘d the lw’f> first com- 
panies go over, all strolling i^erfectly in line, all ealinly 
smoking, while fhe h;w (h*rinan survivors ran out liket 
m -M demenfed, with lumds up, yelling lor mercy with 
the usual cry of “ Kamerad, Kamcrad ! ” 'f'hcn tho 
Jluns startoil to barrage our old front lino in whieli 1 arul 
my two pint oons were l.•r^aJehirlg. Shidls fell all round ns. 

Two or three times 1 was eompJeieiy neaicned, suw’ yellow 


W A vn. to.HAND fighting. 



) 


ilVAl [dHX dO tidTUX dHX 


931 


THE TIMES HJSTORY OF THE WAR. 


127 


11*1 kiiockotl down by tho and >iill 

iidn't liit. 

\f \ t im«‘ < nin<*. and wr* \v*nd on do our it))> nf diLiu-in;/, 
ijld ill tin' niitldlo of all tho slu llin^. 1 iho nion 

T and tlion jnsf waitod to ;^<‘t blown f«> bit>. I -^aw 

;m 1 *< fallinj 4 amongst small ;j:rou|>s of man, and -onu t iin«'>~ 
Ii'iiiiati pri^onars ; somalinn*s our man wara -.imply 
to piaaas in th*^ air. '^riam a anrions tldipr 
..tp]»*'U<'d. All of a, snddan rapid ritla fiiv' and 
iia*-liino*Run tiro openod into ns, ami I lJu* oolar to 

111)]) tools, fix bayonols, and ^at into ])ositiou to moot jm 
ifia' k, or, if noaossary, to attack. I t bought onr trout. 
II, a bail bi'an brokan, but oouldn't lia aartain uliat liad 
i.i|)panod, for ov'orytbiu!^ was smoko ami fl\ in- aartli 
\itli I raos fa.llina ami baiiij^ blown sk\ wards. 

1 ^m\a tba ordor to arawl forwartl towards tlia firinjr, 
■ , I ibiMi I saw tbafc about *b) (lormaiis witli a. maabim*- 


puii wns piishrd <>\i*r tin* orati'r’s tind 

wiptal out t lip tt'iim.* In mbiit ioti to our 
siiimpssps in tin* Thippval and Jlrlvillt' Wood 
rpjiioiis, our airnipii liad pu^atjjpd and drivpii 
tlowix danumpd a iiundipi* of oiipiny aproplani's 
and st'xpral traiiis iia<l Iippu hit on tlu^ CJt*rniaii 
liiips of (‘oiuiuunipat ion. 

A\ liib* ^^iI■ llpni’\' Kawlinson'^i troo])s wc'i'o 
slow ly dpluuichin^' from Di lvilb' W'ood on Kb'rs 
and Oinrhy, 1 hr J^’rpncli. afii'r a Iw ti-dtiys' bom- 
ba.nlnipnt of tmrilir intpnsit\', altai'kod on 
.Auoust !24, at ]).m., t ho (Itu’nians who still 



A TRENCH COUNCIL: TWO CHNERALS AND THEIR STAFFS AT THE FRONT. 


; ill ba 1, aftc'i' surrandai in^, lakan up Ibair a rms a-ain, 
■uid tirinvT at us, 1 fi*lt soniatliitm burn my nac'k, 

bill tniik no noliao. AV'o artiw loti staa.tlily ft>rw aird arnl 
dual .vtartotl tbrtiwin^^ lioiubs. A^aiii 1 fait stimi't biuti 
burn my back a.ml 1 shot tho Carman wlio liatl liratl at 
’ua. About tbrao minutas latar tho Carmans surran- 
■b rad to juo, and altbouyb T was ^oin^^ to onlar rrty man 
" bdl tbain all for tbair t raai-liary, 1 tboii^bt batfar of it, 
’I b*)id f,f tbair i*a[)tain, and ;j^ot soma information out of 
'"1 III Franah, ami than saiit lham baak undar asaort. 

* wo companies of tlie enemy, from the 
1't’t‘etion of ftinehy, counter-attaeked dnrino 
ni^ht (24t li-25tli), but were driven back 
'> tnaehinc-^nu lirt'. The Ltwvis gnn was 
! ' f lug iiivamabie. TV>r example, the Gernions 
a inardiine gun concealed in ti eraler. It 
h 1(1 up tlie advance at this x^dint until a Le'Ais 


lurked in fiart ot ATaurc pas and tlu' Irt'nelieg 
north anil sontli of tlie \dllage. Tlie left, wing 
of the assaulting infantry-, assisted by a 
Drit ish demonstrtit ion soutli of Gnilleinont, 
swanni'd o\er tlio! Ala uiejias-n ineh>' roa-d and 
]ic‘iietra.ted to tlie noit h of the ( 'li'i'y-Coinblt'S 
railway. In the centre tlie (h'rinaiis wen^ 
cleared from the ruins sf ill defended by tliein 
in Manrejias and from two lines of trenidies 
in the open ground he\-oud. South-east of 
AlaiirejKis our Allii's got astridi' of Hill 121. 
The First Division of the Ihussian (hiard had. 
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THK FRENCH ATTACK ON MAUREPAS ; PASSING A BARBED-WIRE FENCE. 


uiidt’'!’ Ilu' of Prince Kitcl Prieclricb, suf- 

fer(*(l a bloody reverse. Kight field guns, 10 
inaehine-giins. and some 000 prisoners had 
biMMi captured, and the French line had ]>een 
advane<‘d 200 yards on a front of a mile and a 
quart ( r. At. S ]).m. the French dug tlwm- 
s(dv(*s in and awaited counter-attacks. One 
came during the niglit. As the western side 
of Hill 121 eommanded ]Maure])as, it was 
natural that the (lermaiis shouhl make every 
effort, to recover it. The (*nemy’s masses 
advane(*d boldly, but- undt'r the shell and 
ina.(;i line-gun tire were unable to attain tlieir 
obj(M*t. Riduetantly the* (leriiian Higher Com- 
m md had to eonti'iit itself by eireulating 
anotlaa' false statement: “The villagi*. of 
]\taure|)as,” it admittiMl, “ is at pn^sent in 
French 1 lands, but Ix'twet'u Maurepas and the 
Somme tlu^ French at tack met with no success.’* 
Hill 121 Ih })et.W(‘(ui Maurepas and the Somme. 

So cow(»d was the (Mieiny by his experiences 
on the 24th that, apart from sonu? fighting in 
the neighbourhood of Delville Wood, no 
atteinid was made to recover the lost positions 
till late on the 25th, when at 7 p.in. the (Jermaii 
batUaies bombarded the British first-hno 
trenches along the greater i>ortion of our front 
south of the Ancre until early in the morning 
of Saturday, August 20, aivl at 7.45 p.m. the 
Prussian (hiards were thrown in two waves at 
the Wilts and Worcesters. The attack was 
pri'.ssed with determination, but repulsed with 
heavy loss to the foe. We, on the other hand, 
made further jirogress to the east of Mouquet 
Farm, and also along the Courcelotto-Tliiepval 
road. At the right extremity of our lino the 
British trenches west of Huillemoixt, between 
the Quarries and the Montauban-Guillemout 
road, were ineffeetually attacked. At 10 p.m. 
a Gorman reconnaissance in the direction of 


Hill 121 was dispersed. The British countiT- 
batteries that day, the 25th, destroyed or 
damaged many rif the enemy’s positions, and 
the French artillery, as usual, hatl been active 
wil h good effeci . 

On Saturday, August 20, the figliting con- 
tinued round Mouquet Farm, and in the. 
evening we captured 200 yards of German 
trench north of Bazent in-le- l*('tit, and a 
machine-gun. 4’he weather laid again become, 
bad, and the AllitMl operations were con- 
seipiently hindert'd. A heavy storm fiverlook 
eight of our a(*ropIan(\s, anti five machines did 
not return to tlu'ir aerodrome. 

On Sunday, August 27, there* was considerable 
arlillt‘ry activity on both si(U\s, and wi* gained 
some ground uorth-we'st of (Jinehy. 'V\u> 
period of relative rest was, according to (lie 
German cotnnni)iiqiuhs\ t>ne of constant fighting, 
in which, according to their own account, the 
Germans were sue(‘(‘ssful. 'Phus t la* /r/z/e 

of August 27 was to the following effect : 

North of lilt* Somme, yesterday morning and dun'm: the 
night, the Jhnlish, after strong artillt*ry jiroiiaration-. 
nmde repeated attacks south of Thi^pvul ami iiurtli-w '*',1 
of Poisieres, wiiieh were rejml.sed jiartially, after hilter 
hand-to-hand fights. W'o captured one ollicer iind ta 
men. 

Advance.^ north of llazentin-le-Petit and grenaile 
lighting at the Poureaiix Wood were also nnsnee(‘s^t\il 
for t ho enemy. 

In the Maurepas-t^Iery sector the French, after a 
lont artillery fire and the use of flaino throwers, hronj^kt 
up strong forces to an iinsneeessful attack. North et 
Clery we rojiidsod parti(*s which had penetrated then*. 

South of the Somme gronado^it tacks west of N'ermaii*!- 
ovillors were rejmlsed. 

On Monday, August 28, in spite of the vil- 
weather, wo gained a little ground eastward et 
l^elvillo Wood, and some minor enterpris* - 
near Mouquet Farm were successful. Oic 
long-range guns hit troops and wagons in dit 
ferent places between Miraumont and Bapauiu’ • 
The next day, Tuesday, August 29, in tb' 
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iifiernoon a heavy storm burst, but newrUu*- 
),‘ss wo continuoci to gain ground between th(^ 
western outskirts of (biilleinont and (bnehy. 
Between Delvillo Wood and High Wood Jiosfile 
• lefenees were (Miptured, and south-east of 
Jliiepval further progress was madc^ and a 
maeliino-giin captured. An attack }>y tlie 
riieiuy near Poziores windmill was (iispt-rsc'd, 
iUid during the iiiglit of the 29th-:h)lln West 
Australians and men from New South Wales 
W(ait at a run over tlie slippery clay and 
i-uhTed ^louquel Parm, anil tnaielies n<^)rl h-east 
ot it. There was some close hand-to-hand 
lighting, after whicli our men returned to their 
own lines. The bad weather continued on 
*10th, and the only incident of note was 
(Mir i*apture of a small salient south of Mai'tin- 
puu h, taking prisoners 4 oflicers and 120 miai. 
In till? evening the rain ceased. 

'The importance of the Pritish gains in High 
Wood and Helville Wood was too well under- 
stooil by the (German leaders for them to 
resign lh»‘inselves patiently to the loss of that 
sector, the k(‘y to the crest of the main ridge. 
On W'ednesday, August 110, every gun that 
eoiild he brought to bear on the. Pritisli lines 
l)(‘tw i‘en na/.entin-le-LVt it and bongueval, 
|)our(*fl out shells throughout the <la.y, and 
towards ('veuiug an attack was launehed on our 
trenches in Ibe viianity of High Wood. Oa.ug)it. 
by maehiiie-giin, treneh-mortar, and artillery 
lire, the eiuMuy’s troof)s ]iesitat(*d, and then 


drew hack into their slielters, l(»aving behind 
thiMii lu^aps of killed and wounded. Hveii 
Iri'sh troo[)s could not stand such [lunishment. 
1 hat the s[>irit of many of the (Jermans oti t he 
hattli^lield was shaken may bo gathered from 
a Oerman reginuMital order dated the next 
day, whieli was subsiH^uently secairi'd liy us. 

I tinist sfali* with the ;^M-eatt\s(. t hal I he re;;iruenf^ 

this eliatig*’ of l»ositinii, hatl t.o take notic-o of the 
f^atl tael t hat t he lueti of ttjiir of tlie eoiiipa.ities, ias[>ire(l l>y 
shaiueial eowanliei', It'lt tlieir eoiupanit's on their own 
inifiativ(‘ a-nd ilici luit move into line. 'to t ho he.sif at in}^ 
aiul f.iint heart I'd in the re;^in\ent 1 wonld say the follow- 
ing* ; \\ iiat the Mti^lishman ean do the CJerinan can do 

iifso, or it, on I ht^ o( hi*r hand, the Mn^^lishiutiii really is a. 
better and superior beiii^, he wonld ho tpiito justified in 
his iiiins as regards this war. na.mel\, (he cMXterminat ion 
of tho («eriuan. There is a tiirther point, to he noted, 
lliis is (he lirsi time wo Iia\e heen in (he line on the 
Somme, and, what is moiv, we a.re there at. a time when 
thin/.'s are moi'*' ealrn. 'The J'liiKlish re;^iments oppo^in;^ 
ns, a.s has herni est j|.hli,shed, ha\'e heen in the tiring lin * 
lor the soctond, and in some cases even for (he third liin v 
ileads n]> and pl.iy the man.'* 

Tiiiiiiothi'r order, liearing thi' date of Septem- 
ber IS, which was fiiuiid iu a. eajitureil dug- 
out, tliere was tlie f()llo\\iug passage : 

Jh'ool.s ari' mnltiplying of men leasing (ho position 
without j»<‘rmis-.ion or report ing, and hiding at the rea.r. 
It is our duty, ea.eh at liis post, to deal with (his fact with 
energy and snei ess. 

'rile ui'xf day, 'riiursday, .August .*11, after 
au int(‘us(» homhardnu*ut, no less tfnm five 
at lacks wen* made on a front of some .‘1,00(1 
yards belwei'u High Wood and (Jiiiehy. 
Four times the British, iu their muddy, wa-l t‘r- 
logged tri'iielu'S, Ix'at. off the (lermans, hut 
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their fifth charge was tuoro successful. On 
the north-west of Delville Wood we were 
obliged to give ground, and our advanced posts 

A LOOK-OUT. 



day before. On September 2, the only infantry 
action consisted of some bombing encounters. 

During both days the British, French, arirl 
German artillery was active, and on Saturday 
the enemy’s guns discharged large munbers of 
gas shells at oiu: positions. South of Estrecs 
the Gormans recovered some trenches lost by 
them to our Allies on August 31. 

There were also a considerable number of 
aerial combats. On Se^ptember 1 a British 
airman encountered a squadron of twelves 
Rolands. It dived in amongst them, firing a 
drum of ammunition from its machine gun, 
and broke up their formation. Then tlio 
British pilot swiftly placed himself beneath 
the nearest enemy machine, and anotlicr 
drum was disi;hargcd at it from below. Tin* 
Roland, badly damaged, plunged to earth. 


[UJfkial plwtogfaphs, 

NEAR DELVILLE WOOD: BRINGING UP 
STONE FOR REPAIR OF TRENCHES. 

beyond the north-east of this point were forced 
some distance back. At one part a few of the 
enemy penetrated into the wreckage. All, 
with the exception of 21, who were taken 
prisoners, were promptly killed. 

The time had now come for a further advance 
against the German lines from Ginchy to 
Clcry-sur-Sommo, and, south of the Somme, 
from Barleux to Chilly. While the prepara- 
tions for it were in progress, the British and 
French, except at one or two points along the 
front of battle, desisted from any infantry 
offensive. But on the night of Friday, Septem- 
ber 1, we recovered the trenches north-w’est of 
Delville Wood taken from us by the enemy the 



A WATER-LOGGED TRENCH. 

south-east of l^aj^aume. Another company t * 
hostile machines flew to avenge their comra<l<’ 
The British aeroplane attacked one of tlu' 
enemy’s, which went down and landed in a 
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[Official photograph, 

A STORM TOSSED AEROPLANE LANDS UPSIDE DOWN. 

In this accident, however, no one was hurt, nor was the machine badly damaj^ed. 


botwooii two woods. After battling with 
tlio rest and expending all his ammunition, 
the lieutenant in charge of the T3ritish machine 
ret urned safely to his base. The same ov^ening 
anoth(»r lieutenant, singh^- handed, attacked a 
ih'rman group of eight aeroplane^s in the air 
over f^apaumo. One was sent spinning down- 
wards to its destruetifiii. On Septt'inber 1 tlie 
Krea^ch aeronauts accounted for four (derinan 
inachincs, Adjutant Oortno bringing his bag ” 
up to eight, by emptying at close quarters his 
macliine gun into a (ierinan acro])lane above 
Uoinbles. It came crashing to the ground east 
ot the village. On the other hand, the (Germans 
claimed to have put out of action on Saturday 
six of the Allied aeroplanes. 

l^e that as it may, it is certain that on 
Saturday four more German aerox^lanes were 
badly damaged in encounters with the Frencli, 
iuid that, to distract the German commanders, 
numerous British and French bombarding 
><quadrons crossed the German lines and 
dropped bombs. A naval aero]dane in the 
jifternoon bombarded the shix)building yards 
d tioboken, near Antwerp. The French 
"‘pnidrons once more visited the railway 
"Nation of Metz-Sablons, throwing 86 120 mm. 
>embs on the buildings and raihvay trenches, 
'»nd 60 bombs of the same size on military 
' -tablishments north of Metz. Two hundred 
^nid ton bombs were allotted to the stations of 
iluiaidres-les-Metz, Conflans, Sedan, and Autun- 


le-Ronian, and to the cantomneiits and depots 
at Guiscard, Ham, Monchy-Lagache, Nosle, 
and Athies. These raids were a fitting pre- 
lude to the great battli? which was to be joined 
the next day, Sunday, Septemht‘r 11, between 
the Anere and the n^gioii south of Chauhics. 

Up lh(‘ roads leading to the liostiK? fronts 
streanu'd countless iuoic>r-lorrit‘s carrying 
ammunition an<l siqiplies. Tht5 main and 
light railways were full of (rains. Concealment 
of our intentions from the Gt*rmans w'as im- 
]iossible. They were awari' that w'e woro 
about to attack, and made their arrangements 
to meet us. Kiunforcements from the I^kisterii 
mi<l from other sections of th*' VN'estern front- 
wcrc being brought by train or motors or w'cre 
marching to the line Bapaume- Koyc‘. In 
anticipation of tlu» coming onslauglit the 
Gt^rmaii artillery on Saturday and througliont 
tlic' night of SeptfMuher 2-11 hurled myriads of 
project ilf-s on spots, like flie Trones Wood, 
where they suspected that the British or 
French wi'ro concentrating the tr<) 0 ])s about to 
take part in a struggle wdiieh might prove to 
be doeisiyo. Most, if not all, of the Frussian 
Guard had been brought up, au<l so dangerous 
did the German Higher Command consider 
the position to bo that in the Guilloinont region 
alone they massed the whole of the ’ 2ud 
Bavarian Corps, and the 11th and 56th Divi- 
sions. 

The first step of the new Allied offensive 
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^ ... ipjjn-iul AiolKtirafAi. 

MACHINE CJIJNNRRS PREPARED FOR AN ATTACK UNDER COVER OF POISON-CAS. 


Wiis, takrii (luring Sunday, ]\roiida.v, Tuosday 
and W'uilncsday, St'ptainbcn’ 4, 5 and <». 
It. was pn‘C(‘dt‘d by a bonibardnaait cvon 
inon^ si‘vcr<' than a,iiy whidi ba,d pr(‘f*(*dt‘d 
it. Fc'int atta(‘ks wcru also iiia<l<‘ on both 
sides of ili(‘ Anere and n<‘ar TJuejiva.l. 
'riirongbout- tbo niglit ot* Seplenib(‘r 2-:i an 
almost eontinuous zone of fire s('(‘in(Hl to stret<*h 
for *M) miles south of tla* Anero. '^Phe liorizon, 
to wat(‘h<*rs in the background, appc^ared 
to bo ablaze. \Vli(‘n day broke tli<^ (German 
linos wore seem ('verywlien^ blotted out by the 
fimios from (‘Xploding sliolls, amid wliieh could 
and there be setni thrown nj) into the air 
the mass(\s of timbt'r, brick, and the various 
mat(‘ria.ls listed by the Germans in constructing 
tlu‘ir dt‘f(.aic('s. l^rom behind tlie linos squad- 
rons of ac'roplanos rose and engaged on(^ jinotlier 
above tlie dull and gas-laden atmosphere. 

Dawn was breaking when the momentary 
t'essation of our gnus far off on tlio left b(\yond 
'Phiepval indicat eel tliat. Sir flubcrt Gougli s 
troops were advanc-ing against the (b'rmans 
north and south of th(^ Ancr(‘. As in the 
battle of July I, Sir Douglas Daig bad hoj>ed 
by a demonstration against th<' northern, face 
f)f the Thiepval salient to deceive* the enemy’s 
headers as to his intentions. The ])osition to bo 
assaulted w^as indeed formidable. From the 
river-bed th(^ ground rose on th<? left to the 
ridge, in a crease of which lies Beaumont 
Hamel, on the right to the Thitq)val yJatoau. 


IT^ndt'r B('aumnnt llaiia*! were huge c^av«‘s filled 
with the G('rmau reserves, many ot whom had 
also sh(dt('r in t he trenehes and dug-outs on thf' 
sloj)es of tlie Anere Vall(‘y. 

'The destructive Ixanbardment had wnnloMl 
the (h'rman ]Kirapets, Idled in tludr trenches, 
block(*d up the' entrance's to tludr dug-outs, 
and convert(*d the ground to bf' travers(‘d into 
a collection of pits formed by tlu' eratc'rs ol tlie 
exploding shells. ’Phe fb'itish north of th«‘ 
Anere s])cedily crashed through the lirst and 
sec»>nd German lines, sw'ee])iijg awa.y all op])o.‘-i- 
tion. But on the right, south ()f the Anen‘, 
the attack was hehl up by sin'll hn*, and sn(»i» 
the*, troops north of the rivc'r were enfiladed b> 
machine-gun firc^ and artillc'i’V firt; and count ei- 
attackc*d. As the day wore on it was se(*n tliat 
no advantage', would be gained by their remain- 
ing in the conquered area. Tht'y were* slow K' 
witlnlraw'n, and the bombardment, w'as on * 
more renew (h I . 

Almost simultaneously with the attack 
this region, the Anzacs assaulted the southern 
face of the Thiei)val salient at :\rouquet. Farm, 
now a waste of batten'd rubbish lying aiiu)e' 
broken tree-trunks. They w^ere opposed hx 
tlie Reserve Regiment of the 1st Divisio!, 
of the Prussian Guard. The strutigle was < ' 
the most stubborn and bloody deseripti‘»e. 
Tlirough slirapnel and machine-gun fire th 
Anzae soldier.s camo to grips with the Kaisui 
picked troops. Into one of the roomy uiuk* 
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villas a party of our inca dosct iultMl. 
jf was a£)pareiitly Tiiitoiumtod, aud the An/.ars 
acre* luisundy a[)proj)rialiiig sonic of the citr.irs 
hy the late occiipaids wlicii a niiinhi r i>t 
<;trinaus (Mitered aud called U])oii tlieni fo 

^urn-iider. ►StirriMider d <1 !” was tlie 

Ti'ply. ‘‘ SurnMid(M* y(uirs(*lv(‘s ! ” Honihs \\(M*e 
Iham at and by tlie iiit riid(M*Sj aud in the -.ua)k<‘- 
jillcd eavc^rii the conibatants s\\a-y(‘d to and fr<» 
tor several minutes. Finally tlu^ sur\ ivino 
Aii/aes ^ot the iijipcM" liand and euK^rt^rd into 
tin' open, drivin>; iK'fort; them a fcav wounded 
and eowi'd prisoners. The rc^sult of tin* 
Moiiqu(‘t Farm action was tliat at th(‘ (Mid of 
it our troops were well beyond tJi(‘ ruins and 
on th(^ hij^h ground to tlu'^ north-w<*st. and 
were Jiolding tin; position won. Tla ri* tlie\' 
weKi ineffectually counter-attaekcMl on tlie u(*xt 
day. 

Th(‘ actions (in both hardvS of the Aikm-i' and 
at M<.)uquct Farm in tlu.* (*arly liours of Sej)- 
ttanlx'i' *1 \\(‘r(‘, as na'ntioiK'd, h'infs on the part 
of till' Jh itish. It \N a.s a.t noon that tin' main 
attai'ks of the J^ritish and FihmicIi deliv<‘r<‘d 

iioith and south of th(' Somme, ddx' position 
held hy Sir JhMiry Kawlinson’s troops, who 
wci’c fa-i'ing ea.st , ran from th(' ('a.>t of Dciville 
^\ ood southward to near (hiillennmt Station. 


and tla'iicc ]>y flu' (juai'ry at the western edge 
ot ( uiillcniont to n«'a.i' (lie liead of tht* raA'iiu^ 
\\\\'u‘\i runs \\vst\\a.rd from Angh' \\\)od. 
Sir lh‘nr\'s iunnediaii' object i\ <‘s were (Iineh\. 
tmillemonf, and tin* (h'i'uian ti'i'iiehi's from 
< uhlleinoiil thi'oULih \\ edgr \\’ood — a small 
])a.teh oi trees to the ix'doubt- of halfemont 
harm which fa.eed Angle ANOod. Jh'liind 
h all<Mnont h arm and ('a-st of ( dneh\' a nd ( liiille- 
mont lay on Jiigh ground a. long, narrow wood, 
h<Mi/.(‘ Wood, the nortlu'i'ii end of wJiieh was 
I'iiiown a.sl5onleanx \\«)od. 1 I(M'(‘ a-mong t la* a.s 

yet untou(‘h('d tn’(‘s tin* ({f'rnnm r(‘st'i'\'('s wi'i'o 
iiidden. From the lowt'i- I'lid of JaMi/e W'ood a 
narr(*w spur aUO \a.rds long ('xti'iids south- 
W(‘st wards. W edgj- Wood was in the \’a.lie\' on 
the ( {uillcMnont side, h’alh'iiK ait harm at t ho 
end ol tlu' spur. Jk-yond aud ])elo^\ J.,(mi/.() 
A\ ood in a deep woodi'd x alh'y was Fomhles. 
'To l.MMlitatt' tlu' t'reneh mov('m(‘nts from 
Maur(‘pa.s towards tlx; Ix'ights (Mist of Fomhh's, 
Sir Ih nrv Hawlinson at !> a. in. laid laimelaHl 
a.n a.ttaek against halfeniout h’arm. ()ur 
troops reaelx'd llii' ta?-m, hut could not hold it. 
d'his st rong out post of th(‘ (Mi(Mn\' w as n«a taken 
till the morning of Sept('mher a. 

Wiiil(^ tlu' (h'nnans w(m<‘ clinging d('sp(‘ra,t el y 
lo luiheinont I'a.ijii, the IrisJi, J.,ondniM'r!^ and 
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Xortfi ( 'ouiitryincii, iif* iu>oii on Surulay, 
iissa,nlt<-d ( luillcinont and tlu‘ fortifii'd areas 
north and south of llie rinha'd \ illa^^e, in which 
the only 1 horouehfure now diseernible was tlio 
slijzlitl^^ depi’esse({ Jiighway runnin^j; fJiroujj:Ji 
the e(‘ntr‘<* of the sliapeU'SS Jn'a.ps of masonry 
to L(‘ir/e \>'ood and Conil)I('<. Tliis lii^hway 
was erossod oOh yards east ot C^uilloiiiont by a 
snnkiai roa.d eonneet ine; (hneliy with Woden 
Wood, and alon^ tlu^ sunken roiul wcro row.s of 
<|e(‘p du^-outs, especially on tlio sonth-wostern 
a.nd soutlua'ii sides of tlu' \ illa,ef‘. ()iu‘ wreck(‘d 
a.nd l)a.ttc‘r(‘d barn, all of (hiilleniont that. 
riMna.inc'd, servi'd to guide tlin Ib'itish to thcar 
obj(‘ctive, Every otlu'r edificii in tlio villa-go 
liad long b(‘for(i been ponndcul into sha])(*l(*ss 
fragments, or resolved into dust. Expecting 
t he a.tta.civ, the German artill<‘ry had discharged 
at our front lines in tlie morning, among other 
project il(‘s, a largo nunilxT of gas shells. 


'J"he garrison of Guillemont consist(‘d ni 
I^russian Guards and Hanoveria.ns. They lua! 
be<‘n drive'll into their subterranean re'fiigr 
by the storm of sht'lls which ])receded th« 
llritisli ad\'a,nf*e. Soni<* of tlio di'fenders wh( 
ve'ntured to show their licads were lilinded b\ 
the; smokt*. dust- and funus. In such a murk\ 
atmosphere the periscope was useless. Xothin j 
could be sci'ii, and little lieard bub ear-split tiiiL 
c'xplosions. Then, accompanied by a wiJ»l 
burst, of cheering and the shrill wailing oi 
the wa.r-])ipes, w a ve's of Irishmen burst- o\ « r 
the' northern sc'ction of (hiillemont. Tlu 
first, second, and third line's of thei I'liemy 
we‘re‘ ])assed and the' sunken road beyeaiei 
reached in one rush. To the right of the' 
Irish, I^oiidoners a.nd Xorth Countr;snneri 
meived coolly forward at the heels of tln^ 
advancing liarrage eif shells. The combination 
of Celtic and English troeiips was irresistible. 




Mprval 


„ -V ■“ 

11 ^ 



?ndecoWt-y//i^^Xa 

v ; -'/ 1 




SCALE OF YARDS. 

9 . , . ,'^9^ German Trenches 

10 Metre Contours ( 32 8 Ft) Wire Entanglements . 


V 0/d Winc/mill ^ 

■_^J ' ^ 



te Fpr^st Vi 

‘-‘v- 

r rle Forest ^ V^ood r 
' od ( e ,■ 

- a 
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THK RUINED STATION AT GUILLEMONT 


and ].Ta.novorians who liad onua^t^d 
troiii (heir holes and were* hrin^^ at tlio ha(*ks 
<ii the Irisli worn fa.k(‘ii in ilank hy platoons of 
:mi laij^lish haflalion (‘iipi.^ed in met hodi(‘ally 
I'aiiidiii^^ lip the (aaany in the quarry and 
-"Utliern sc'etion of (hiilleniont. A hollow 
)m.m 1 l('a.din<^ soiit-h-w rst from (hiillomont was 
( Ira red of the ftei’mans. ddiei’e 1 at) coi’psrs 
^\rn‘ aft('rwards eonnted and mmihors of 
] ii'>nnrt*s tahen, 'J'hc^ cqiarry north of it- r:a.ve 
' "ii-idnahle trouble, a-s tJu' deh jidc rs kept 
! ' low Luovind until the a,ssa.ila.iits had ]>a.sse<I, 
Urr whi('h t-lioy emerged and tired a.t- t hi* haelo 
I tli<‘ Ih'itisli pressing ea,st-wards. A detaeh- 
i i' iit was s]jeedily directed to storm the (piarr\ , 
eid soon cries of Ka-merad ! ” a.nd ‘'i\Ier('y ! ” 
'"1<1 that th(' ta-sk had Ihm'u a<*eoiu|)hshrd. 
^lra.iiwhil(‘ from (hiillemoiit- station fair men 
’ 'd swf'pt round th<‘ noi’thei’ii (‘due of tin* 
illagr, aiid from Arrow Ifea-d eo[)S(‘ to tlie 
•ulli other Dritish troo]>s ha.<l pushed up to 
' < t them. At last the village wliith Jiad so 

nr r»‘sist(‘d us was ta-kfai, a-nd, undetern*d ])v 
i tachiiK'-gun tin* from CincliN', AVenlgt* A\'ood 
■d Ealfeinont Farm, Irish and h^nglish ]>ressed 
n. cleared out the Gc'rmans from thtar refugi‘s 
•ng thf^ sunken road, and dug thf'uiselves in. 

' < tarinan 73rd, TOtli and lt)4th lleginuaits 
d c<‘a,sf‘d to t‘xist. Tlie ht'adlong tlight 
'f»uif‘ Hanoverians was bitterly coin- 
'd cd on by a Prussifin otlicf^r wdio, however. 


had p(*nuitted himsfdf to Ik' takiai [U'isoner : 

ddiey run w(‘ll,‘’ Ji(‘ said to his captors, '' th<\v 
will Ik‘ in Ik riin bf‘for<‘ 1 a.m in J<aigland ! ” Of 
t h(‘ prisoiH'is. somi' foi-cf'd into tJu' o[)en liy 
sul[)hur bombs wen* weeping. Six oiit- 
oi 43 oc(‘U])a.nis of a- dug-out- on tlu* 

< huehy-\\ cdg< ‘ \\ Oofl r«uul s»)bl)<Ml a,s 1 hc\’ 
crawled int<» lh<‘ prf .'-^f jkc' of a. bombing part e, 
and lugged for ipia-i-ler. An oi'lici-i’™ sp(‘ct a-clcf 1 
a-nd eldf'rly- went on his kiif'f s bf'fore a Jhilisli 
sergeant. .Alaiiy taaina-ns oi'ferf'd watchf s and 
trinkets in the Ji(‘p<‘ of sa.\ ing tlif'ir livc's. Hut 
it. was f'xpla.iufHl to them that, l>i-itish soldii rs 
W ei’e not t hie\ (‘S. 

'The ca.pt ur<“ of (JuillemonI as succf'eded f)y 
the sei/air«‘ of < hiich\', aial the systematic 
bomha-iflment of Leuze W ()«)d, l)ut in th<“ after- 
noon and exening the ( Jerma-ns counter- 
atta.ek<‘d at (Jineh\ and (diillemont. ddiex 
suec(*eded in rt'covfaing the former, ])ut wei'fi 
repulscfl witli terrible loss at ( hiilkanont . 
Aleanw hilf‘ imrl h c»f J >el\’illf‘ Wood a.nd a,w a,y to 
thf^ nortli-west. of it. in High W’ood wt* had 
gaiiH'd grourifl. l iaiu again f(‘ll in t hf* (W'ening 
and impedf'd the adxanee, 

next, day, Afondjix', Septemhf'r I, Sii* 
Hf‘nrv Ha.wliiison’s otTeiisixe w a.s rc'sumed. 
'.rhrongh the night and th<^ morning of tla^ Itli 
Iho bomliardment , now’ chiefly diiected against 
Ginehy, Lf uze and AV’edgf' W'oods and Falfe- 
mont Farm, liad eoiitinnf‘d. The rain ceased 
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and flu* sun sliono on tiu* huttlofiold. (dti<‘}iy 
was assault i‘(l, n-nd at .*{ ji.iii. our troops from 
the suiikt'ii rtuid cluirmHl into AWd^o \\’ood, 
and c-arrk'd it and tlio troncli Inwond it. 
inont. 1^'arin — or rjitlior its site* -was also 
atta.c k<‘<J from the nortli and sout li and momt‘n- 
tarily taken. Su<ld(‘nl 3 " a solid liia* of Prussian 
(hiards (‘inerted froin I^t‘u/e W’ood a.nd 
charged ov(‘r tJi(* iiigh j^round to^^'al•ds WVd*^ * 
\V^)od and the farm wliieh hiy on tin* slo])e of tin* 
rid^e opposif(3 Angk* W'ood. As thc3 oncojuing 
infantry rt*aelu'd llu* t*dge of the* ravine it was 
swe[>t hy shrataa*! and riddk'd ])y maehiiu^-gun 
tin*. Afl(*r a di*sperate struggle* W'edge* Wood 
r(*inain('d in our possession, but Falfonumt 
Parni was r(*o(*eupi(*d b;v' tlu* e‘n(*iny. INIean- 
wliik? parli(‘s of our in(*ii from tlie siinkeai road 
had pf‘n(*t rat(*d into JAiiize* Wood, and many 
hardly fought combats ha.d taken place in tlu* 
ruins of (hiu'liy. 

On tlio morning of Tuesday, Septeanber 5, 
Fa.lfemont Farm Mas ta,kt‘n, but the Ch‘rinans 
we‘re still entrench(*d in t ho greater part of 
(hnehy, M’hero attack a.nd counter-attack had 
succe'edi’d one aruither in rapid succ(‘ssi()n. IW 
t h<^ (‘veiling of the sanu* day mo lu*ld L(*uz(* 
W'ood firmly, a.nd it Ma.s coinj)k't(‘ly cl(‘ared of 
the (_h;rmans the next da\'. W'o laid by tlu*n 
advanced on a front of tM o mik'S to an a\'<‘rag(* 
depth of nearly one* mih*. W'e had dispost'd of 
thousands of tlu* (‘luany, including large luim- 
b(‘rs of prison(*rs, a.nd many ma,chin(*-guns. 
S(*ldom laid tlu* tenacity of the I5rilish scildier 
been exhibited to gr(*aler advantage* than in 
this four ilays’ battle. 

The battle* of tlu* Somme during this ])eriod 
Mas eepially memorable* in the annals e.if our 
gallant Ally. >s’orth of the ri\e‘r at- noon on 
Se*pte*mber 3, whe^n the* Ihitish Me're adva.ncing 
against Ciiillemont, (_{e*n(*ra.l Fayolk*, after a 
tn'iut'iidous })om])ardme*nt, flung his infa.ntry 
at. tlu.3 German tre*nches from the nortlu'rn 
e*n\'irons of ^laure*pas, te) the* weste'rn outskirts 
of ( 'lery-SLir-Somme* (a k*ngth of 3^ inile*s). 
'The* 2nd Havaria.n Corps, stiinulate'd by llinde*n- 
burg's re'ce'iit \ isit, ba.rre*d the May, but th • 
onse*t of the poilns Mas irresistible*. The*y 
dro\'e the one*my up the* e*astern side* of the 
Combles Vall(*y a.lmost to tla* northern e*dge^ of 
Gombles ; the*y storiue*d he* Fore*st and (*a,rrie*d 
the* (German tre*nche*s bt*twe*e*n it and Gk*ry- 
sur-Sejmrne. Tiu*y also in place*s crossed the 
( 'ombles-Clery-sur-Sejiiime road. The* lat.te*r 
village was taken, and a German counter- 


attack south of he* Forest Mils caught unde*r tli 
fire* of French batterie‘s and coinjiletely di.s 
])e*rse*il. 'Jkvo thousand un\vounde*d prisoiieiN. 
14 guns, and oO machine-guns Mere cajiturt*d iit 
this most sue.*ce*ssful actiejii. inuring the* nighi. 
tlu* Fre*nch gains M'e.*re (*onsolidate*d, and th< 
ne‘\t. day tlu^ advance Mas continued. Tin 
Fre*nch forward movement east <.)f he* Fore'si 
outfkinke*d the hle'pital Farm and ejce*upie*d tln‘ 
cre*st of the ridgej to the* Mest of the IJoi. 
]\Iarrie3re*s. Several sortie's frejin Combles Merr 
broken by machine-gun fire* and by artille*r\ 
liarragexs. Five hundre*d more* ])risoners and 
Id machine-guns Me're* brought in by tlh* 
victors. During the night torre'ntial rain 
hinde*red the* (Operations, and the ene‘niy took 
advantage* eof the lull to attempt a counte*r- 
attack. Debouching from t he m ood of Anderlu, 
north of he* Forest, lu3 e*nde*avoured to pie*rc(‘ 
the3 n(‘w Fre*nch line* befwe*e*n Combles and 
he Feoivst ; but the* artille'iy a.nd maehine*-gun.^ 
soon sfojiped it. On Tue.*sday, Se'ptember e, 
the Fre'iich re*aehe.'d the* ue*ste'rn ljorde*r of 
Anderlu AVood, cajitureul t he* Jidpital k\irm and 
the Kain(*tto AVe^od, entered the* ]\larrie'*re*s W'ood, 
north-east of (dery-sur-Somme, and occupied 
f-ho end ejf the ridge across mIucIi runs the 
road freaii ('4e*ry t o houcha\'<‘snes. Sout h of 1 he 
Somme*, ()niU'e*ourt , at tluo edge of the* rive*r 
liank, Mas take*n a.iul tho southern brought 
into lilies uith the nortlu*rii sector, '^riu* Colo 
nial troops carrie'd the^ xillage* at the })oint. 
of tlu* bayoni't in 40 niinut<‘‘S. The rt*ninanl 
of tlui eue*my's garrison e.“n(k‘a,\'Oure'd tej e*sca))c 
but Me*re3 stopped at. the^ k*V('l crossing <4‘ tlx* 
J^apaunu^-lN'roniie* light- railMu-y a-nd force'd t<' 
.surre*nde*r. By this time* 24 lu‘avy and 8 fie'M 
guns, 2 bomb mortars, 2 tre'nch guns, a ek‘pot. oi 
1 r>0 mm. shells, a ca.])tive balloon, andnumerou- 
machine-guns had b(*en M*reste*d from tlx 
(k'rmans. During W'e*dne*sday, Se'pl(_‘njbe*r t>. 
nothing of importance* excurred on the* Frencl. 
fre)nt ne)rlh of the* Somme, but in the* night oi 
tlu* hth— 7th, \'iol(*nt count e*r-a.t lacks Me'e 
made^ on the_^ Fre'iich giirrison in the tre*nclu*s ai 
Jle“»])ital Fa.rm. "J'liey Me're* all stojipe'd h> 
art ilk'r^' barrage's. 

4’hus, by tlu^ e\'e*ning of Se*ptembe*r 0, Sm 
irenry PaMlinsoirs right M'ing ran from tl.“ 
M'cste*rn edgt^ of Ginch>' threjugh heaizo Wex. : 
to the* edge* of tlu3 ridge eive^rlooking Ceanble* 
and the3 e3Xtre*niity eif Geau*ral Fayolle’s k i^^ 
M'ing Mas across tho Combk^s Valk^y, in th* 
M'oeuls just south of tho village. Thence tl 
French line went south-MostM’ards througii 
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flio wood of Anderlu by Hopital Farm into 
tlio wood of Marrieros. Thcnco it turned 
Foutliwards and touched the Soiiimo just east 
ot Clery-sur-Somme. Tlio reduction of Coni- 
hlcs and the advance on Sailly-Sallisel would 
not long be delayed. Tlirough Clery-sur- 
Souune the French Commander was also in a 
position to aim a. blow at Mt. St. Quentin, tla^ 
northern key tu Peronne, and the Peronne- 
Piipauiiie highway. 

While Sir Henry Eawlinson and CenernI 
Payohc were moving on Combles, the French 


Somme, the French south-west of Harloux 
carried three trenches and advanctMl o\'ta' a 
mile to the outskirts of Ih^rny an<l Doniecourt. 
Faidher south they secured Soyee.ourt, cap- 
turing a battalion, and also progn’ssed farther 
in V<Tmandovillers, wherf' t here were sanguinary 
encount<“rs in and aroxmd the church. 

At 2 p.m. the nmv Kr<‘u<’h Army, under 
(JeiK'ral Micheler, came into action, but it was 
not till appioaching o p.m. that a bn'atdi was 
made in tho Corman lines slightly north of 
Chilly. Thi’ough it ])ourt'd the victorious 



after THE CAPTURE OF GUIIXEMONT: 


THE RETURN OF THE IRISH BRUiAUE. 


south of tho Somino had not been idle. On 
^londay, September 4, Fayolle’s I’ight wing, in 
' injunction with a now French Army, d<'[)loyed 
'outh of Vermandovillers, and delivered battle 
Ix tween Barleux and Chilly, a village south of 
hi lions, along a front of over 12 miles. Barleux, 
attacked since July, again and again had held 
iut, and at tho opening of tho battle tho 
t rench line ran from tho west of l^arloux south- 
^lestwards to Belloy-en-Santerre, then to the 
■'\ cst of Soy^court and through tlio north - 
w (‘Stern portion of Vermandovillers by the 
>')ye(iourt-Lihons road to the district west of 
^ hilly. After a very severe bombardment 
iiualogous to those which had been such a 
feature of the recent fighting nortli of the 


Freiicli infantry, and by o ]).m. tla^ ( la iny had 
retired to his second position, h'aving behind 
him 1,200 ])risoii(as and s(>vcral guns nucl 
machiiK^-guns. The whole of (Miilly was aban- 
doned to tile Freneli, who also sei/a?d Hill 80 
and entered the w^^st(*rn fring('s of Cliauhies 
Wood. South of Chilly tho French heavy 
artilh^ry caught and disixa-sed enemy troops 
moving along the hiaucourt-Foiiclics road. 
Jhiring the day 2,700 prisijners. had been cap- 
tured south of the Somme, and the French had 
made an appreciable advance towards the 
iVronne-Boyo high road. Six counter-attacks 
delivered by troops hurried up from tho Koyo 
region were beaten off, chiefly by shell fire, and 
the French were left to consolidate during the 
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night their new positions, wiiich turned out 
very wet. Several assaults in the neighbour- 
hood of Bolloy were repulsed, and 100 more 
prisoners secured. 

Tuesday, September 5, was another success- 
ful day for our Allies in the operations south of 
the Somme. Massed charges of the Germans 
occurred at numerous points, notably between 
Barloux and Belloy and between Belloy and 
Soyecourt. They were made in vain, and the 
French, after inflicting heavy losses on the 


and advanced as far as the southern projection 
of the park. The French were now across the 
Barleux -Chatlines road, and their guns were 
able to dominate Barleux from the south as 
well as from the north. The northern portion 
of Vormandovillers was completely cleared of 
the enemy as far as the Vermandovillers- 
Estrees road, and the Etoile Wood was captured. 
•South of VermandoviJlers the troops of 
Micheler’s Army expelled the Germans from 
the long plateau north of the Chilly *1181111 road 



LIGHT RAILWAY BEHIND THE FRENCH LINES. 


enemy, retained their hold on the ground they 
had captmed. East of Soyecourt our Allies, 
driving the enemy before them, reached tho 
north-western and southern borders of Denie- 
court Park, which, with its chateau, had been 
strongly fortitied, and between Scjyecourt and 
Chilly they carried a salient and numerous 
works south of Vormandovillers. The total 
prisoners taken had now risen to 4,017, in- 
eluding oflicers. Counter-attacks in the 
Berny-en-SanteiTe and Deniecourt regions were 
smashed by barrages. 

On Wednesday, tlio 6th, in the afternoon, 
the right wing of General Fayolle’s Army 
stormed German trenches south-east of Belloj^, 
carried most of the village of Berny-on-Santerre 


and attacked tlio enemy trenches on the eastern 
slopes at the foot of whicli ran tho Chaulnes- 
Boye railway. Hound tho junction of tho 
Amiens-St. Quentin and Hoye - Chauliies- 
Peronno railways the struggle raged till 6 p.m. 
Th(j entrenchments here wjre particularly 
strong, but tho French succeeded in storming 
them. At sunset our Allies were within a few 
hundred yards of Chaulnes station. Their 
artillery had crushed a sugar factory with 
munition depots north of it, and east of Chilly 
tho troops of a Saxon Division, hurried uj) 
from the Aisne front, had met with a bloody 
reverse. Later the Germans debouched from 
Horgny, and attacked again and again between 
Barleux and Berny ; but artillery barrages 
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prevented them from reaching the French 
linos. In the day’s fighting 400 and more 
prisoners had been captured. 

During the night of the Cth-7th 10 French 
bombarding aeroplanes dropped heavy bombs 
on Villocourt, a village on the Somme, 
between Peronne and Ham, on Athies, through 
which passes the P(^‘ronne-Ham highroad, and 
on Roisel, a station between Peronne and Cam- 
brai, and the enemy vainly attacked the French 
between Berny and Chaulnes. Four times his 
artillery deluged the French positions south 
of Vermandovillers with high explosive and 
shrapnel shell, and after each bombardment 
the Germans in masses advanced to recover 
tiio ground lost by them in the course of the 
preceding days. At no point, however, were 
tliey successful. Two hundred more prisoners 
wvro captured, and on the 7th our Allies 
carried some more trenches oast of Deniecourt. 

Thus, between September 4 and 7, 
Generals Fayolle and Micheler south of the 
Somme had cut the Ttoye-P^ronno railway, 
loosened the hold of the Germans on Cliaulnos, 
and driven a wedgo into the enemy’s zone of 
fortifications between Chaulnes and Barleux. 
North of the Somme the French from Glory 
had moved nearer to Mont St. Quentin, 
wliieh defended Peronne from an attack down 
the Bapaume-P^roimo road and the guns on 
whicli protected the fortified village of Barleux. 
Tin^ left wing of General Fayolle now extended 
northwards from tho oast of Glory to the 
sou thorn tmvirons of Combles. 

Across the Combles valley the right wing of 
Sir JTonry Ravvlinson on September 7 stretched 
from Falfemont Farm by tho wood of Leuzo 
to the western outskirts of Ginchy. Generals 
Fayolle and Micheler now suspended their 
offensive, while Sir Henry Rawlinson made 
preparations for tho storming of Ginchy and 
the expulsion of the Germans between Ginchy 
and tho Bois des Bouloaux, the long strij> of 
woodland running north-eastwards out of tho 
wood of Leuzo. Those preparations were 
made on the 7th and 8th, during which there 
was fighting — on tho 8th — ^round Mouqiict 
Farm, in High Wood and at Vermandovillers, 
where the French advanced and captured 50 
prisoners. 

In beautiful but misty weather Sir Henry 
Hawlinson struck his blow on Saturday, 
September 9, in the presence of the British 
Premier, Mr. Asquith, who had been spending 



GENERAL FAYOLLE AND HIS CHIEF 
OF THE STAFF. 


.some days in tho Somme area. Tho troops 
detailed for the operation wore drawn from 
Irolaiul and Krigland. The lino of battle ran 
from the north-east of Poziores by High Wood 
and Ginchy to Lo\ize Wood. 

After the usual intense ])reliminary bombard- 
ment tho troops at 4.45 p.m. went forward 
over their parapets. On tho southern side of 
the Poziores-Bapaumo road towards Martin-, 
puich they carried a series of trenches and cap- 
tured 62 imwounded prisoners. Soon after 
9 p.m. the victors boat off a counter-attack, 
inflicting heavy losses. Tho attack in High 
Wood was also successful, our men advancing 
300 yards on a 600 yards front. It was, how- 
over, tho assaults on (bnehy and tho ground 
from Ginchy to Louze Wood which were the 

crowning triumph of tho day. 

Ginchy and tho area south-east of it were 
defended by fresh troops, tho 19th Bavarian 
Division supplying the garrison of the village, 
and troops of the 185th Division lining the 
trenches from Ginchy to the north-western 
oncl of Louze Wood. At L45 p.m. the Insh 
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A PATROL IN CHAULNES WOOD. 


made for Oiiichy. Tho ruiii8 — espooially those 
of a farm near tho ceiiiro of tho village — 
bristled with machiiio-giins. This attack was 
gra])hically described })y an oft i cor who took 
part ill it. Ho wrote : 

Wo wcM’ii ill rosorx'o. Tl\o front lino was soino HOO 
or (iOO yards higher up tho slopo nearer Ginehy. Wo 
know that a hij/ nttack was coming off that clay, hub 
dill not think wc' slioiiM bo <a.llefl upon to lake ]»ar(. 
Accordingly, wo settled <lo\vn for tlic day, and most 
of flu* nu*n slept. T felt rpiite at liome, as I sat. in tho 
bottom of the d<*ep french, reading tho papers T liad 
received the pre\ inns day from home. 1 went thrt>ugh 
The TuneSf ami was much iiiteresied in its Japanese 
tSupplemnitf for the mtnnorios it brought hack of many 
hap[>y days in Ihii Nippon were vivi<l ones. 

It was about four o’clock in the afternoon wluni we 
first learned that we should liave to take part in the 
attack on (dncliy. IW wen? ordered to move up 
into tho front line to reinforce; none of us knew for a 
certainty whether we wa're going over the ti)p or not, 
hut everything seemed to jioiiit that way. Onr shells 
bursting in the village of Ginehy mad<? it he]<-*h forth 
smoko like a voleami. d’he ilun sliells w'ero bursting 
on the slopo in front <»f ns. d’he noise wnis deafening, 
1 turned to my st'ivant O’Jhien, who lias always been a 
trh<‘«*rv, optimisiie soul, and said, “Well, O’lirien, 
how* do >011 think we’ll fare '! ’’ and his answ’or was for 
once lujt cneonnigitig. “ We’ll never C'omo out alive, 
sir,” w*as Ids answer. Hapjnly wo both came out 
alive. 

It W'MS at this moment, just as w*(? were tlebonching 
on to tho scragged front lino of trtmeh, that w'o beheltl 
a scone which stirreil ami thrilled us to tho depths of 
our souls.' Tho great (diarge of tho Irisli had begun, 
and W’O had como up in the nick of lime. Merc wtwds 
must fail to convey anything like n true jiicture of the 
scene, hut it is burned into tho mcm<»ry of all those 
who w’oro then' and saw it. Betw’een the outer fringe 
of Ginehy and tho front line of our ow'ii trenches is No 
'Wi’s band, a wdldernoss of pits so close together that 


yon <*onld ride astraddle the partitions hetw'cen aii\ 
tw’o of them. As yon look half rigid, ohlicpioly jIowm 
along No Mail’s baml, yon behold a great host of 
yellow-coated men rise out of tlu' i?arth ami snr^o 
forward and upward in a torrent — not in i*xtcnil«il 
onler, as you miglit exyiect, hut in one mass. There 
seems to bo no end to them. Just when yon think Ih.e 
flood is snbshiing, another wave comes surging up 
the bend tow’ards Ginehy. We joinoil in on the lett. 
There w’as no tiim? f»)r us any m<»re than tlu? oll.cr-? 
to get into c\t(*ndt‘d order. Wo formed another stn'am 
converging on the others at tlie <-1111111111. 

Jly this time wo were all wildly excited. Onr shout- 
and yells alone must have struck terror into the Hun.-, 
W’lio w'cri? tiring their machiiui-guns down the slop*', 
l^nt there wa.-’ no w'avi*riiig in tho Irish host. M’e 
coiildn’l run. Wo advanced at a steady walking 
pace, stumbling here and there, but going ever onward 
liiul ujiward. That numbing <lread liad now* left nm 
comjiletely. Like the others I was intoxicated willi 
the glory of it all. 1 <*an remember shouting and 
bawling to the men of my jilatoon, who wore only ton 
eager to go on. 

d'ho Klin harnige had now* been opened in eariu'sl , 
and .sht'lls ‘ were falling here, there, and everywhere 
in No Man’s Land. They were mostly dropping on oni* 
right, hut they were eoming nearer and nearer, as if 
a screen w'ore being draw*n across our front. I kiu'W’ 
that it wa.s a case of “ Now* or never,” and stumbled 
on h'verishly. We managed to get through the barrag * 
in the nick of time, for it closed behind ns, and alter 
that we had no shells to fear in front of us, 

1 rrieiitioii merely as an interesting fact in psychology 
how in a crisis of this sort one’s mental faculties am 
sharpc'iied. Instinct told us when the shells wem 
coming gradually closer to crouch down in the Imlc^ 
until tlioy had passed. Acquired knowledge, on the 
other hand — the know*ledgo instilled into one by lecture > 
and books (of which I have only rea«l one — nanicl.v . 
Making’s “Company Training”) — told us that it wa- 
safer in the long run to push ahead before the ciu-mv 
gt)t our range, and it W'as acquired knowledge that, 
won. 
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\inl hero another observation I Khould like to make 
))V ilio way. I reinemher mitling somewhere — I think 
it was in a l)Ook by Winston Cliurchill — that of tho 
Ikittlo of Omdiirmart the writer could recollect nofliing 
in tlu* way of noise. He had an acute visual i-ocolloc- 
Mon of all that went on about him, but his aural roeol- 
h*.-lion was nil i he couUl only recall the scone as if it 
w'-ro a cinematograph ijicture. Curiously this was 
niv own experience nl Ginchy. The din must have bot'ii 
.l.'jifcning (t learned tiftcrwards that it could bo heard 
.nilcs away), yet T have only a confused remembrance of it. 

ITdW long wo were in crossing No JMau’s Ltincl 1 
dtni'l know. It could not have been more than five 
mi mites, yet it seemed much longer. Wo were now well 
up to tho Hocho. We had to clamber over all miinn<>r 
of obstacles — fallen tr»3es, beams, great mounds of 
luick and rubble — in fact, over the ruins of Ginchy. 
1 { .-KH'tns liko a nightmare tf> me now. I romernber seeing 
CMTiirades falling round mo. My sense of bearing roturne<i 
to me, for T became conscious of a now sound — namely, 
the |f-»p, po[», pop, pop ot machine-guns, and the cou- 


tiiiiious crackling of rifle fire. By this time nil units 
were mixed up, but they wore all Irisliuicu. They 
wtTo cheering ami cheering like mml. Tliere as a 
maehitie-gim playing on us near by, and wo till inailo 
for it. 

At this moini'ut wo caught our first sight of the JIuns. 
fl’hey were in a trench of whieh ran in ami out 

among the ruins. Some of them had their liamls 
up. Others were kneeling and holding their arms 
ont l<i us. Still tUlu'rs were running up ami down 
the treiicli distnict»*dly as if they didn’t know' which 
way to go, but as wx* got closer they W'ciit down on 
their knees, too. To the everlasting good n*nm» of 
the Irish soldiery, not one of these JIuns, some of 
whom ha.»l been luigaged iu slauglitering our men up 
to the very last moment, wuis killed. J did not see a 
.'.ingk‘ instance of a prisoner being shot or hayonoted. 
W'h.eu you reimMnlxu* that our men wi're workt'd up t«» 
a frenzy of excitement, this crowning act of mercy 
to their foes is surely to their clornal credit. They 
eouhl ft‘el pity even in tliejr rage. 



TRANSPORTING A HEAVY FRENCH GUN. 


{Froic h Ojjcial /» ft otograph. 
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By this timo wo lirtd penolratocl the Gorman front 
lino, and were on the first Hat ground whore the village 
once stood surrounded by a wood of fairly high trees. 
There was no holding tho men back. They ruahotl 
through Ginohy, driving tho Huns before thorn. The 
Hun dead worn lying ovorywhore, some of them having 
boon frightfully mangled by our sholl fire. Wo dug 
in by linking up tho shell craters, and though tho men 
wero tired (some wanted to smoko and others to make 
tea) they worked with a will, and before long we ha<l 
got a pretty docent trench outlined. 

I heard that when Captain ’s company rushe<l 

a trench to our right, round the corner of tho wood, 
a German^ officer surrendered in great style. Ho 
stood to attention, gave a clinking salute, and said 
in perfect English, “ Sir, myself, this other officer 

and 10 men are your prisoners.** Captain said, 

“ Right you aro, old cliap ! ** and they shook hands, 
the prisoners being led away immediately. So you 
see there ore certain amenities of battlefields. I believe 
our prisoners wero all Bavarians, who are bettor man- 
nered from all accounts than tho Prussians. Th.ey 
could thank their stars they had Irish cliivalry to doal 
with. 

The trench (between ours and tlie wood) was stacked 
with Gorman dotwl. It was full of d&hris, bombs, shovels, 
And what-not, and torn books, magazines, and nows, 
papers. I came across a copy of ISchiller’s “ Walleii- 
Btein.** 

Our men aro very good to ihe German wounded. 
An Irishman’s heart melis very soon. In fiud, kimincss 
arid compassion for the wounded, our own and the 
enemy’s, is about tho only docent thing I liavo seen in 
war. It is not at all uncominoii to see a Britisli arui 
German soldier side by side in the sumo shell-hole, 
nursing each other as best tliey can nn<l placidly smoking 
cigar<*ttes. A poor wouiidett Huii who hnhhl.nl into 


our trench in tho morning, his face badly mutilated 
by a bullet — ^lio whiinjrerod and moaned os piteously 
as a child — was bound up by one of our officers, who took 
otf his coat and set to work in earnest. Another Bochc, 
whose legs wore hit, was carried in by our men and pm 
into a shell-hole for safety, where lie lay aw^aiting tin* 
stretclior-boarers when wo left. It is with a souse of 
pride that I can write this of our soldiers. 

Tho first arivanoo of the Irish carried them 
to the main road running through the centre of 
t he village. Tho soldiers on tho left reached it 
in eight iiiinutcs, those on the right were held 
lip by machine-gun tire. A trench mortar was 
hurriedly brought forward, and the Oermaus 
forced to evacuate the emx^lacoment. Another 
trench mortar silenced the mitrailleuses in the 
ruins of the farm above mentioned. At 
5.3(1 p.m. a .second rusli carriocl tho Irish out 
into the open. They pushed up the Ginchy- 
Morval road about 800 yards to the farther 
edge of the plateau. Tlioiico they looked 
down on Morval. To tho right of (jiiichy the 
Knglish troops had boon no less successful. 
They had seized over 1,000 yards of trend k's 
from a point just south of tho Giiilleinonl- 
Morval tramway It) (lie soutli-wtNst corner of 
Bouleaux Wood. Over 500 prisoners wtrti 
taken on that and tho succeeding days, aiui 
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COLLECTING THE WOUNDED NEAR GINCHY ALTER THE BATTl E. 


tJio total of prisoners captured since July 1 
was raised to over 17,000. Tho Freucli. who 
on Sal virday carrit'tl a siiiall woo<l ainl pait of 
a troneh east of Bolloy, made fresh progress 
east of Ueniecourt, and reinilsed an attack 
north of Berny. Since Soptemher 3 in tho 
region soiitli of the Soiniue they had secured 
7,1)00 Gorman orivatos and some 100 
oil i CPI’S 

As a result of tho efforts of Sir Henry Raw- 
linson’s Army, and particularly of the Irish 
troops from Connaught, l^einstcr and Munstt'r, 
of the Rifle Regiments and tho regiments from 
Warwickshire, Kent, Dev'onshire, tJloucester- 
shire, Surrey, Cornwall, and froin \Val<“s and 
Scotland, the British line, from September 3 to 
S -ptomber 9 had been ytushed forward on a 
trout of 0,000 yards to a depth varying fnnn 
30i) to 3,000 yards. Tho enemy had lost all 
iiis observation posts on tho main ridge with 
lh“ exception of those in High Wood anti north 
■Old north-east of Ginchy. Ho w'as being 
I'lreod more and more to roly on reports frt)in 
H roplanos and captive balloons for the diret 
uoii of his still very powerful artillery. We, 
"u the other hand, had now a clear view of 


Counelette, Marlinpuieh, Flers, Is'sboeufs, 
Morval imd Ctnnbles. tlif' knots as it were in 
the next chain of tl.-fenees between the British 
and llie Baptuime-l'eroime highway. By our 
victorious olTensive through Ginchy and tho 
Ijcuze \Vood we tloiniiuitcfl Combles anti, 
eonsctiuently, were in a |)ositiou juaterially to 
assist the left of Gent'ral Fayt)lle in its pro- 
jected advance on both sitles of the Baptiume- 
IVronne road towards Sailly-Sallisel. Lrom 
the eastern etlge t>f the wood of Leuze to that 
important highw'ay was but a distance of twt» 
miles and a half, anti hath'ries esiablishetl in 
the wootl would be able to enfilade the German 
guns in the Bois St. 1‘i.rre Vaast seeking tt. 
imptale the movement of l-'ayoUe t)n Sailly- 
Sallisel, while from Ginchy a direct thrust at 
the last mmied vilhige-fortress might bo made 
through -Morval by Sir Henry Rawlin-son. 
Gnwlually tli(> enfuny was being pushed into 
the low-lying gronntl in the apex of the triangle 

Albert-Bapaume.Bfnonne, the western mde t,t 

which was ft)rmetl by the Amiens-t^arnbrai, the 
eastern by the Ham-Arras chaussee. The base 
of the triangle, almost to the gates of Poronne 
was already in the possession of the Allies, and 
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tiny WMH' oil tlH‘ ru]jri' abovt* ^TartiTi])in(*li 
Jiah‘-\va.y uj) tin“ \vcst(‘rii sidt*. 

Pcr(*fM\ iii^ tlic iinniiii(‘nt diuiger lio was 
riiiinin;z; ot ba.\ in<j^ Jiis iiia.in liia* ot comtiniuicM- 
tioii with J N'‘i“oiiiir cut by Sir Ibairy Ibiwlin- 



[OlJtrial fHtiif. >E 

PRKPARATIONS FOR REMOV^NC^ A 
CAPTURED HOWITZER. 

s<ars truMps di‘l)<iuchiiig tbroucli OiTK'hy, llu^ 
riKMiiy, a.buut nuMii <ui Sunday, ScptcMubcr Kb 
a.tta.rk(‘d iiMi-tli of tin* villa.g(‘ a.nd was bloodily 
rrpiilst‘d. A second a.Kc inpf. later in th(‘ day 
\va,s (‘(pial!\ unsuccessful. Small dc‘tachm<‘nt s 
Ml (;«‘nnan infantry made ineffeetual elTorts to 
i>eeov(‘r the treiielK's lost laai* :\hui(iuet Farm 
in th(' vicinity of LV)/jerc‘s. Over IIoO more 
prisoiKM’s a.nd :i ma.eiiin('-guns caj)tin-(‘d during 
th<‘ last 24 hour> were brought in by our 
mt‘n. 

While Ceneral Karon von Alarschall and 
(leneral von Kirchba.ch werci vainly striving to 
rela.x t lit* grip(»f the lh*it ish on the ridgt's between 
44iiei)va.l and (Vunbles, south of the Somme, 
(lencral von Quast during th(‘ night of Sei)tt‘m- 
ber h Id la.unched s(*\'<*ra.l atta-cks in the sectc)r 
i;a.rleux-lh41oy. The JUtnnncHWcrJev wi*re once 
more ('mph >yed , a nd the taiei ny managed to <‘nt <*r 
one of the Fnnch t remhes. He was sp(‘edily 
<‘ject('d by a vigorous counter-attack, and lour 
of liis ma.ctiiiM'-guns wt'n* caj)turi*<l. To tlu^ 
south-W(‘sl <4 Jh‘rn\', to the east of l_)(*iiie<*()UJ*t , 
a.nd to the south of VaM’inandovillers, ( h'rmaii 
bombi'rs a.dvanciHl against tht* Kr<*ru*h lin<*s, 
which ha.d boon [)r(‘\’iously sul)ji'c'ted to st'V<‘n‘ 
shelling. Fiia-ce handd o-ha.nd struggles tai- 
su(‘d. Finally thi* (Jermans w(‘re thrown ba.<*k 
all along the fi-ont. li'aving behind a la.rge 
numb(‘r of d<‘a.d. On Sunday, the 10th, two 
more atta.cks w(‘re mat.le south-west of i3(‘rn\‘. 


Doth failed comy)letely. Huring tlio night i ; 

30th llth the enemy, undeterred l)y hi 
heavy losses, delivt'red a s<‘ries of charge 
south of tho Somme. From Kerny to th. 
region ( 4iaulnes-( 'hilly, no less than fix. 
attacks, in wliieh the bombers w(‘r(‘ a.ccoii 
paiii(‘d by Ix'arers iA' Jlftnimorwcrfcry wfTe mad. . 
The French artilhTy and 7 nitrailleus(‘s scatt(a» .! 
and thinned the a.dva.neing masses, the -.in, 
vivors of wlaan sullenly retreat('d to tlu‘ir o\\i, 
tnuu'lu's. ]M('a.nwhil(‘ tlio French airmen h.id 
not. Ikm ii inactivt'. On tho ])recefling Satunlax . 
Adjutaait Donne laid brought down his nintli 
a.eroplane, which fell at. K(‘aul(‘neourt , south <.i 
Hapaume. Four other Dorman machines \\ci, 
da.miig(‘d — oiu' in tlu* r(‘gion of J^a ]\ra.isonnel i . . 
tiu* oth(‘rs to the north and east, of JN'romic. 
On Saturday night a scpiadron dropp(‘<l tsu 
bombs on tlu^ stations and enem\^ depnt- 
in the ri‘gion of Chauny, s(.>ut huNist of Ihmi. 
a-n im[>oi‘ta,nl point on thi‘ railway in the Oi-r 
\’a.ll(‘y, and another s(juadron of IS ma(*liin< - 
bomlMMl military ('stablishmeails a,t I lain on 
th(‘ Somme a.nd l.)etw(‘en Ham and JVuoime. 

On ^londay, S(‘])tember II, t la* ascent «>t 1(1 
(lerniau balloons north of (linch\' gax \i.-.il)lt‘ 
evidence that tlu^ ( h‘rmans \\(‘re no hniger al»lc 
to dir<‘cl I heir guns fr’om posts on the giMHind 
at this point. 4’he da\ pass(‘d alm<.)st unexcni- 
fully sax e for th(‘ furious artilh^ry duels. Oiii 
la^avy guns <*.ause(l two hu‘g(^ conflagrations in 



A WA(.ON IN DIFFICULTIES. 

an ammunition d(‘[^bt at (lrand<*ourt on 
An<-re, nort h-(‘ast. of T'hiepval. J)uring • 
night our trtMiches ladwinm Mouqu(‘t 1^^' 
and D<‘lville W'ood liea.\’ily slielletl. • 

bat t h'-field round (Juilhanont aiid Din(*li> ^ 
a. gruesona^ sight. (Jernam corpses lay tl>“ 
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MR. LLOYD OEOROK AT THK IKONl, 


With (from left to ri^ht) M. Thomas, 

roads and cralors. Tn oth* ])lar(* 
rows of (hvvd iihmi (Tad in ii(Td-irrr\ 

'i<a\(‘d wTu‘r(’i a. massed count (‘r at tack liad 
"■< M cau^lif ]>y our macliinc ;^uns. TTic 
' kted iron fraua^ of ii jio<dIs wa<>(ai, tki* 
"^adations of llu^ railwa\' station, and tla*: 
’’a rete t)ase of an o])s(‘r\ at ion ]>ost w ert» la 
• s(»h» iialiejit ions lliat ( i uilhanc ait had e\t‘r 
‘"tail. South of tlu^ Somme tlie KriauTi with 


<Hli. ml /■/<"/■' 

Sir Doii^his llaij* and (General Joffre. 

orrjiath's l>eat ntf a, Oerinan afta<k ra-;t of 
Hellov, and our Allir-; captured an enemy 
tKMich south of the cemoler\' of k>ern\ . 

Tda^ liritish ha\ ina had time, to c<m'-olidate 
thoir p<'-itions from Cincliv' to I a u/o ^N\'oo< I, 
from wl»ich positions they menacc^d Moi\al and 
(\anhles, (leiieral Ka\olh‘ deci(h‘d to advanei* 
lii- left wiiiL' lM*twe«‘n k<anhli-.s and the Sonma*. 
On T’uesday, Septcmhei- 12, while ^Mr. IJoyd 
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FRESH PRISONERS ARRIVING AT A “CAGE/* [Official Pf^ofopraph. 


G(M.)rgo was visiting tho roar of tho Britisli 
salient, and desultory fighting was proceeding 
ill High VV\)od and east of (hiiohy, tho turning 
niovenient which was designed to sevc'r Comblc*.s 
from Sailly-Sallisel and to place the Frencli 
astride of the Peronne-Bapaunie road began. 
It was preceded by a tf^rritic two days’ bom- 
bardment of tJie enemy’s lines, w<*st and east of 
tlie road. Tlavsi’i f*,onsisted of a belt of entrencli- 
numts descending from Morval to the banks of 
the Somme. Behind them on the road the 
\'illag(^s of Ktincoiirt, due east of Combles, and 
Boucliavesnos, due east of Mauri^pas, had been 
organized for defence with cliaracteristic Ger- 
man thoroughness. Rancourt was just in 
front of the large wood of St. I’ierre Vaast. On 
tho country road from Comldes to Rancourt, 
the farm of Priez luid been converted into 
a small subterranean fortress. I^etwcen Clery- 
sur-Somme and JWonne was the Canal du 
Nord, which, after crossing the Bapauine- 
Peronno road north of Mont St. Quentin, 
entered the rivc^r at tfalle. Parallel with, 
close to, and oast of the (‘anal flowed the Tor- 
tilla, a little tributary of tho Somme. 

On tho morning of tho 12th tho French were 
on the western slopes of tho little plateau, the 
summit of which was 76 metres high, and at 


whose eastern foot ran the (’anal du Nerd. 
TJionce their line ascended just west of the loii^ 
patch of woodland known as tho Bois de Mai- 
ruVos, and curved north-westwards to the Beis 
d’ Anderhi andtlu) southern outskirts of ( ’oinbl('^. 
Tho front from which tho advance start<Ml, 
when at 12.. ‘10 p.m. tho guns lifted, was lasuly 
four miles long. So admirably had tlu' Freiu h 
artillery done its work that within half an lnmr 
tho whole of the enemy’s battered, crater- 
pitted trencla^s wt^re in the possession of oar 
Allies. On the left the infantry debouching 
from the wood of Anderhi passed rouinl the 
Briez Farm and reached a little^ chapt'I tiOh 
yards or so in front of Rancourt. Sinnil* 
taneously tho troops on Hill 111 mounted < Im 
western slopes of tho plateau btdweeu tlu in 
and tho Bapaurne-lVa'onne road and seizicd tin' 
.summit of Hill 14.5. The (lermans rallied bchiml 
a ruined windmill west of tho road. Meaiiwhil*’ 
tho troops who had traversed^ tho wood ot 
Marriorc^s, which they did not do till 4.. *16 pm., 
the garrison there putting u]) a plucky liy 
camo up on tho right, and tho French g"ii^ 
placed a barrage oast of the high ri^ad mi l 
prov'entod reinforcements coming up to the ' I 
of the broken enemy. To cheek the (^ncoini mr 
French, masses of Germans charged out ot 
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, ..niblos and Frogicourfc. Another barrage of 
hrlls stopped this fla.nk attack. After several 
oi stubborn lighting the Baj>amne- 
1 ,-rotine road was gained. The French 
houses at the soutliern end of Han- 
,mrt, and deployed along the road as fa.:* 
Brioche, south-west of Bouchavesnes. 

1 liainlot of Brioche was carried, and, 
i.ivotiiig on it, the reniainder of the Fnauli 
advanced eastwards, the troops from 
!li(> Clery region (^a[)turing the plateau of 
Hill 7h, and saw below them the Fanal 
dll ><ord and beyond it the IVronne- 
liapaunio highway. Not content with*tlu‘se 
Micecssc.s and witli tlie ca])turo of 1,500 prisoners 
including numbers of oUhrers, towards 8 ]).m. 
the French cro.'^sed tlu^ highway and assauUisI 
Hnuchavi'snes. After two liours of s<*ver(^ 
hiUid-to-liand fighting tlie ruins of tlie villag<‘ 
werc^ seized. The troops concerned in this 
luilliant little ejjisode wc‘re the Gth Brigade of 
( Miasseurs (comprising tlie (ith and 27th Fhas- 
-eiirs a.nd the 28th Alpine FhassiMirs), a bat- 
talion of tlie 44th and on<* of the I3.*lrd Infant rv. 
During the night some units of a. division 
which liad biMui ruslv'd up from the X'erdun 
district were hurled at tia* Hill 70 ])la.t(*au. 
Mont St. QiK'iitin, mena(‘('d by the? French 
in Boiicliavesnes, woidd b(‘ in great danger 
it tlu' plateau was not ri'covered. 4'im(‘ 
alter time the (Jerman columns crossed tlic 
i-aual and swarmiMl up the ('astern slopt's only 
to he driv'en back in lio|)eless confusion. 

At daybreak on Wx'dnosday, Septemlx'i* 1*», 
t h(i HVeiich rc'sumed tiu' offensive up the rinnl 
trom Boiadiavesnes to the villagi^ of Haut- 
Allaines, north-east of ^lont St. Quc'iithi. 
riu'v stormed the Ch^rmfin ])ositions on tla^ 
wcsh'rn slopi^s of the plateau of Hill 13d and 
da* farm c^f the Bois TAbbe, which was half 
milfi (*ast of the Bapaume- I.Vroniu' roat’. 
At th(' same time, in the direction of (Aaiibles, 
I la y (*l(*ared the Cermans from t he six suc- 
’ ' ssivo tn'iichos round the J^e Friez Farm, 
which itself was carric'd on the 14th. In tin* 
'wo days’ fighting over 2,500 prisemers ha.d 
‘‘‘n taken, and in BouchavcsiK'S alom; 10 
i ( severa^of them heavy guns, and 40 

laiiaged at their deft'at the German leadt'is 
' ■ 'inti'r-attackcd throughout the 13th. 'lAvo 
" -ononis wore sent against th (3 Farm of Bois 
^l)hi>. The defenders at first gave way, but 
' ^'^asseurs with irresistible clan swept the 
' >•' my from the wrecked building. Hill 76 was 


also tlie sc('ne of stubborn f'ncountc'rs. For 
hours the fighting went on, but at last thi' 
plat ('an remained in French hands. South of 
th(' Somme on fh(' sanu^ day, in the hope of 
ri'tricving his signal th‘fc-at north of the river, 
tlu^ (‘iiemy advanct'd aga.in and aga.in a.t various 
points. He \va.s everywhert^ rcpulsc'd, a com- 
pany west oi Cluiulncs bc'ing wija'd out by the 
French tin'. 

It will be s('cn that tht' liattli's of 
Sepfc'inbcr 9, 12, and 13 had inatt'rially ini* 
]irovi‘d th(' Allied ehaiuH's of breaking right- 



GENERAL BARON VON MARSGHALL, 
One of the German Commanders on the Somme. 



150 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


through the (torman liiioH north of the Soniino. 
(Joinblos was now under tlio fire of the Jfriiish 
from the west and north-west, and under that 
of the French from the south and south-east. 
A section of the Hapaume-Peronne road was 
firmly field by our Allies, and Aloiit St. Quentin 
could bo attacked from the north and north- 
cast as well as from tlie west. JVlorit St. Quent in, 
.‘150 fe<*t liigh, was, indeed, protected ]>y tlie 
Tortilk‘ on the north and the Somme on the 
south-west, but it would be difficult henceforth 
for t he ( Germans to send supplies of ammunition 
and guns to its defenders, for most of the roads 


The ijrogrcss towards Thiepval had alrcad / 
been considerable, but between us and tlmi 
village there lay an intricate organization hi 
trenches, produced by the strenuous exertioi;^ 
of the past two years. The key of this position, 
an elaborate stronghold embodying the higlu ^t 
examples of the enginocjr’s art, was the ceiitiMl 
kernel known to the (^'ermans as the Wuto/^ 
werk behind the ITohenzollcrn Trench an.| 
000 yards in front of Thiepval. It waj# pi «(•( <[ 
on the spur which runs south-eastwards fruui 
Thit^ival towards Authuille, and dominatiMl 
to a consirlerablo extent tho surroundiimr 



THE COMMANDANT PERSONALLY INSPECTS THE DEFENCES. 


leading to tho hill were under t he direct fire of 
Fn*nch flatteries. Nor had the Germans any- 
where between th<‘ Amn’o and Chilly gained 
counter-balancing successes. During tho night 
of the 12th-l.‘Uh they had been repulsed near 
Mouquet Farm, and on tho l.‘lth the British 
had pushed aliead north of Ginehy. On tho 
14th there was a lull — tho lull which precedes 
the storm — on the British front, and the 
French beat off attacks nortji and south of 
Bouchavesnos, and south of tho Somme 
advanced by bombing east of Belloy. Tho 
situation was decidedly promising for the 
Allies. 


country. ’The main value of this fortilical i<»n, 
beyond its intrinsic strength, was tho fact tliat. 
from it tlie Germans could sweep tlie giomul 
to “ Sky Lino ” trench and Mouquet Fai in. 
It was plain, therefore, that before any advjcuc 
could be made by the British up tho valkys 
on either side of tho spur it v;^s nocessai\\ 
capture it. Moreover, before our centre c<>nM 
move towards Coiircelefto and Martiiii>'*i‘‘^^ 
tho Germans had to be expelled from 
advanced posts, whence our troops 
to the assault of tho Courcelette sector c- cl<l 
be struck in flank. 

The Wunderwerk itself had formed the 
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PLAN OF THE “ WUNDERWERK ” AND ADJOINING GERMAN TRENCHES. 


of onr artillery for the provioTis fortnight with 
tlu' nsnal result. So far as concerned the 
\M)rks above ground, it had been beaten and 
blown out of existence and many of llio dug- 
outs liad been destroyed or seriously damagcHl. 

some still remained which afforded shelter 
h> many of lh(3 garrison, and in the Ironelies 
lu fore and around it which liad t'seaped to some 
• xtent the devastating fire of our guns, tho 
< n(‘>ny was hanging on in some strength, and 
il was roeognizt'd (hat the Oermans rightly 
altaelied great importance to this part of theii* 
line. Jt was part of Sir Hubert Gough’s task 
to capture it, and it was determined that tlie 
ofx ration was to bo carried out on the evening 
'»t St pt ember 14. 

H(‘furo our infantry advanced to the assault 
(lie usual tornado of projectiles swept over the 
doomed spot. Suddenly our artillery increased 
tln ir range and formed a barrage behind the 
H under werk to keep back the enemy’s supports. 

1 ho effect of tliis, combined with the havoc 
^'rollgllt on tho actual position, had a double 
‘ dect. The remains of the iinhapfiy garrison 
I'-’d seen their comrades falling all around 
dicm, and know that their retreat could only 
h<‘ made through a veil of shell-fire. Many of 
^•>’111 fled before the British infantry closed 
^ 'th them ; others remained to jjut up a really 
<1 hand-to-hand fight. It was not of long 
‘‘fion, Oiir men had come on swiftly and 
dll determination, and soon cleared out tlw'ir 
' r:'‘>nents and drove such of them as survived 
‘‘*'1 cl id not surrender into the barrage which 
hvod to pass through. Tho German 


casualties wore very heavy, ours but a fmv, 
while tho total advance wo made was along a 
line of 900 yards and a depth of 350. 33 le 

fruiidencerk and tho tri?nches connected with 
it on the spur in our hands and anaflvaiice 
on Mouquet Farm and (^ourcclctte could now 
)><• jiroooiHlod wdth williout fear of flank attack. 

No sooner were oiir troops in tho (k?rman 
position than they began to turn it iuti> a 
stronghold for themselves. 33io nature (>f 
their task may be judgcMl from tho stateinc'iit 
of a sapper. “ 3’lie Germans,” said, ” do 
not stay in thcar treneht's any more. 3’lu‘sc 
are so badly blown up that we Jia.\c to dig 
them anew.” The enemy apjirecialed that 
they had been de])rivod of an important point 
which it w as probable that wo should endeavour 
to hold at any cost. Counter-attacks were, 
therefore, made, and although tlii'so tlid not 
actually take place till tho next evening, as 
they had no practical relation to tho fight iug on 
the 15th tlioy may hero bo disposed of. Kii- 
deavours to recover the lost grf>un<l wen? made 
twice by tho Ormans. One (ook tho shape of a 
direct attempt to turn the British out of the 
captured position, but tliis failed conqiletely ; 
indeed, it could .scarcely he regarded as s(*rious. 
The assailants came on in half-hearted fashion 
and made no (d'fnrt to coiiio to close quarUas. 
Indeed, they contented themselves with a 
stationary and harml(‘ss bombing when cpiite 
a hundred yards from our newly occupifal line, 
'riio only result w as a numerous series of harm- 
less explosions in front of the Britisli trench 
wliich were totally devoid of effect on it 




152 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WJR. 


Ajjjainst oiir loft a inor*' rational assault was 
<loIivor(Hl. tTorti tho ]>osi<ion was more favour- 
a])lo, for th(' (ionium trench on the north- 
western side of the Thiepval slo])e lapped round 
the line' we held and this somewhat outflauk<'d 
it. Moreover, the distaiiee between the two 
opposed liiK's was small, and tho attacking 
troops were able to g<‘t well wdthin bombing 
range from almost tho tirst onset. The eon- 
fliet lasted for some time and was severe. 
There does not. se(an to have bc^eu any actual 
collision b<‘tw’e(ai the hostile forces ; the fighting 
was eonduet(‘d chiefly if not entirely with 
bom])s, w(‘ alone using U]i 1,500. IJut eventu- 

r\: ■ 




GRNERAL VON KIRGHBAGH, 

One of the German Gommanders on the Somme. 

ally the enemy was drivcai back, an<l lio then 
allowcfl us to consolidatt^ tho eompien'd 
]U)sition without further hindrance. 

On Friday, S('j)tembc*r 15, botli Alli(\s liad 
arranged for a further conjoint attack. Sir 
Douglas Haig had ordered Sir Hu>)<*rt Gough's 
army, which formed tho left wing of tho British 
in flu; ensuing battle, and was now on high 
ground in tlu' 'Thiepval salient with its left 
e<*ntro secured by the eapturo of tho W under- 
werky to act as a ]>ivot to the 4th Army on its 
right commanded by Sir Henry Rawlinson. 
Tho latter was tf> direct his (efforts to the rear- 
most of the enemy's original systems of dofeneo 
between Le Sars on the Albert -Bapaume mail 
and Morval. If bn were sneeessful, the left of 


tho attack would bo extended to embrace tl .v 
villages of Martinpnich and Courcelette. 
soon as tho advance had reached tho Morxnt 
line, tho loft of the British w^ould be hrou^^ht 
across the Thiepval ridge in line with tin. 
Fourth Army. 

To tho right of the British, General Fa \ oil,, 
was to eoutiniie the lino of advance froju 
slopes south and east of Combles to the lSoninn-, 
ilirecting bis main efforts against the 
of Kaneourt and Fregieourt, so as to eomplrh. 
tho isolation of cr/omblt^s and o})en a road im- 
the attack on Sailly-Sallisel. By tliis tiuw' tin 
whole of tho forward ert*st of tho main ridirc 
from Moiupiet Farm to the Delx ille Wcuxl, a 
<lis<anee of 9,000 ya?'<ls, was held by the BritiKli, 
giving tlu'TO a <*lear view over tho slopes Ix'vond. 
Fast t)f Delvillo Wood to L(aize Wood, whif li 
is a thousand yards from (.V)mbles, wn ln'M x 
linci of 3,(-)00 yards, while farther east on tlir 
other side of the Gomhl(‘S Valley the FniicU 
had, as y^reviously narrated, siieeessfully gained 
ground. Tlu^ eentn^ of our line was w’ell ])laced, 
hut on tlie British flanks tliere were still dilli- 
cult ])ositions to he won. (Jinehy, which Imd 
been taken, is situated on the i)lateau nninirijj: 
t<nvar<]s Leshoeufs and to the east of 
tlio ground droy)S somewliat steeply towards 
Combles. Nortli of ( 'ombh's, but a 
b(‘low^ the edge of the ])lateaii, stood tlii' village 
of ]\rorval, commanding a wide field of fire in 
t'very direction. It was an obstacle to tlie 
French advances tlirough Fregieourt on Sailly- 
Sallisel. Fiom Jawizc Wood the Britisli right 
would ha\’e a ilistauee of 2,000 yards to cross, 
passing over the vall(\v which intervenes 
betw een t w't)od and Morval. (..oinbU's itsc ll 
was strongly fortified and hekl by a. large 
garrison an<l, although dominated from the 
J^euzo Wood, and by tho Freneli left ou the 
heights across the valley, still renuiiiKMl so 
.serious an obstacle tliat it was best tt> avoid 
taking it by direct assault and to render it 
untenable by both ariniivs j)n*ssing forward 
along the ridg<'S on cdther side of it. 

The direct capture of Morval from the south 
presented consi^lerahle diflieulty, that of Suilly' 
Sallisel, which was about .‘1,000 yards to tho 
north of (ho Frcmeh left, was an even hauler 
task, for the adv'atu^e had to bo made alo:*.: a 
line flanked on, one side by the strongly fortified 
wood of St. Pierre Vaast and over the 
Valley, whieh was dominated by tho GeriMaii 
w’ork on tho high ground to tho west. 

It will be seen how necessary it was to lauo- 
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GHNHRAL FAYOIXR, 
Commanded a French Army on the Somme. 


< cooperation hctwren 

tho sullieiont progrc'ss on tli(» riglit 

^^ithout- which tlic advance of Sir J)onglas 
Haig’s c(Mitrc as iinpossihU'. A1 the tiin(‘ 
hen this o])erution connnenced th(' IHtth 
Aiiny foll(.»wed a. line hack some distance* tr«_»in 
^hnK^uct Farm down the s])ur which went 
‘ rtween Pozieres, an<] tlicn, crossiiig the inter- 
^‘‘ning valley, inount€?d the Thiepval ridge to 
the Wunderwerk, wliicli ^^e had capturc<l on 


the* e\(*ning of Septemher II. It uill l)e 
wiial an important point of snpjaat t his formed 
for any fnrth(‘r advanee againd 'rhiej)val. In 
tliis direction <!('ni‘ral dough lia I sin<*e July .*{ 
hecn making methodical progr«‘ss in wliieh 
great skill and patience had hi^en displayed, 
and lunl eonsid(*rahly im])rove<l his j)osition. 
I*'or the naaiH'iit it v as not an (*ss(‘ntial part of 
the ])lan of o})erations to capture Thiepval 
itself by a .sudden rn-li, whi< h would only have 


the Allied armies to 
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GENERAL MICHELER, 
Commanded a new French Army south of the 
Somme. 


been .su<‘(*os.sfiil at Hu' price of heavy casualties. 
All, ailvaiice in tlie ilirc'ctiou of CVnircf'U't 
would indirectly threaten (he (Jernians on th<^ 
hitrh ground in the neighbourhood of 'riiiepval 
and render the capture of this village easier. 

\\diat direction was the Frencli Army to 
take to connect witli the llritisli forward 
movement and facilitate the advance towards 
Bapaumo ? Plainly it w as desirable, after 
Baneourt and Fregicoiirt had twHni won, to 
(*a|)tiire tlie wood of St. Pierre Vaast and to 
gain the height on which Sailly-Sallisel was 
situated. 

At the beginning of the Battle of the Somme 
tho Frencli line extended from a point near 


TTardocourt across the Somme by Dompierre. 
an<l Fay, to the east of Lilions and w<*st <>: 
tMiilly. Since July 1 (Jeneral Fayollo had 
made a considerable inroad into the Cermaii 
fortified licit north and south of the Sointnc, 
Phe French, as related, had taken Maiirep.- 
and reached the southern outskirts of CombJi , 
aiul were also at Priez Farm, across the count r\ 
road which ran from Combles to Kancouri, 
w hich w as on the suininit of the plateau over 
Itioking the narrow’^ valley at the northern end 
of wdiich was (^onibles. South of Bancomt 
our Allies had severed the main road running 
between I’eronno and Bapaume by occupying 
Bouchavesnes. Along tlie right liank of the 
Somme tin' Frencli had pushed their Wii\ 
through Curln and Clerv-sur-Somme until 
they were within a few thousand yards of 
Mont St. Quentin, wliieh is close to Peronii(‘ orj 
the south sid(^ of the 4\)rtille. 

Sir Henry Rawlinson, after elearing iik* 
Bouleaux Wood— the northi'rn en<l of tli»‘ 
wood of Leiize— was to ])ush on towards 
Morval, wdiile the French from Priez Fariii 
would adv^anee on Fregicoiirt, tlie fortilied 
hamlet hetw’('en (Vaiibles and Kaneourt. South 
of Fregieourt was a c*olleetion of trendies 
wliich had to be carrii'd, and to the west of 
this point a tn*neh ran in’irth -west wards and 
joined th(‘ soiitbern defenei's of Morval. From 
this trench another behind Fregicoiirt w»‘nl 
westwards to Comhles station. Comlilcs was 
a strongly fortiti<id point poss(\ssing va>t 
underground caverns c^xtiaidiiig under tlw 
\ illage o\-cr an, an'a of nearly 100 yards. 

Rancou rt, a straggling village traversed l)y 
the Bapaume-Peronne highway, was defended 
on the .south by a network of trenches, on tin- 
w<*st by the works at Fregieourt and on tin* 
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by the wood of St. Pierre Vaast, tlireugli 
\N liieli was cut a road from Kancourt tt) ]Maiuiu- 
, ouri, and Ktricourt. Tlie wood of St. Pierre 
\ aiist and the Vaux AVood to the cast of it liad 
Iweu treated by tlio (Jermau engineers in the 
>aiiic way as the woods of Mainetz, 'J rones 
and Delville. ICntrenchod on stneral lines, 
ra< angled with barbed wire, fr(*ely ja'ovided 
uitli communications, they formed togetJuM- 
ii most foijnidablo d<d(‘nee, with the villagt* of 
.Mauaiicourf in support. At tlie noitlu*ni 
< (|g(' of tlie wood, close to Sallisel and Sailly- 
Sallisel, the ground was almost on a. level 
witli the highest jxiiiit north of riinehy. Be- 
A «)nd Sailly-Sallistd thcj ridge rafudly d<‘seended 
towards Bapaume. .Bt*tw(‘eii Jtaiicourt ami 
S.iilly-Sallisel a Uerman tnaieh crossed the 
high-road 

Taking tlie forc^going into eonsid<‘ration 
iiiid looking at tli(‘ map, it, will b(^ s(‘t'n tluit if 
the Freneh secured Fregie<iurt tlu\v laid turned 
Combles and tlu^ St. \"aast Wood and 
thus facilitated the aeepusition of the dehaisive 
group formed by the two woods ,md tla* village* 
of .Manancourt . Ouec? this was gaiiuMl, with the 
ridge lint' in. the Allans’ ])o.ssessi()n, they woiihl 
hav(^ before tlu'm tlie more gentle' slopes 
descending to the north. 

South of the Somm(», while*, the British and 
( Jenorai Fayolh^ were making tladr advance 
1. rth of the river, (Jeneral IMieheler was to 
iidvanee b(‘(w(H*ii Ihirleux and a point south 


of ^^•rmaud^^villers, a front ni b(*t\\een 7 
and 8 miles. Here tlu* Fr(*neh had to deal 
^^ith a stre>ng lin»* (»t ( U*rmaii d(‘fenees ha..sed 
upon the fortified villages of Barleux, Be*rny, 
-Deim^eourt, Soyeeourt, ami \ e'linandovillers. 
Of thf'si* Soye*<*ourt had alrc'aily Ix'eu I’aptured, 
hut th(^ remaimk'r still tnrmed an unbroken 
ehain of strong posts. 1 )(*nie<*ourt in»is of 
.special \'ahie to tJie ( Jennans. It- <*onsiste<l 
of tlie village of tliaf name, tog<‘ther with the 
e‘eMiiitr\' Jioiise anil park helonging fo tho 
1 tante de l\ergorla\'. 'The house itself liail 
long ht'ea ndmed to ridns. hiit tJiesi* had 
]K*en utilized to tonn a jiiost foTinii lahh* keep 
witli the park ilelen<*es to iJie ( «(‘rmau po.sition 
ill this part ot tlu'ir line. Bai'leiix stooi.l at tla* 
bottom ol a narrow' vall«‘y liominatiHl ))y Jiigh 
ground, of whieli the* Freneh held the* northern 
iuid west(‘rii sides. 'The Bremdi tr<‘m*hes 
t hen ran aeross tlat ground hu' a milt* and a hadf 
and erossed the ,Bju*1(‘uv j’oad at Bc‘i‘nv-eu- 
Santt'rre. 'Tlu* ri't r(‘m'lauent formed hy thi.s 
lad f er X'illaigi* in thi* ( lermam ])ositioii laid, so 
tar iis its outei’ edge* wais eom’i‘rm‘d, hei'u 
oeiMipii'd hy l<'i*eneli troojis sinea* the a*aul\' days 
of S(*])t<‘mha*r, hut flay haul nol lii'cn ahia* fo 
p<.*m*trait(‘ he\'oml a little pauk ait tia* eaisf a*ud 
of the* \illaige. 

] >(‘rny-(*n-Sanf <‘rre wais a poini of eousitler- 
Ji])k^ taetiead inten*sf; to tlu* (Jermans. Bla(*<‘d 
ad, the entraineti of a long, narrow \adle\', w hieh 
ran fa»r a distamee of ,‘> ndles to the Somme 
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nortli <)l‘ it it. 

'Tilt* vijlU'y cut across the* (u'nnan liut‘s, which 
were licrc almost ])aiall(‘l ^^itll tlu^ S<anmc. If 
th(‘ Kronch could occupy Hcriiy-eii-SaiitciTc 
juid tli(‘ \ alley they would ctit the ({crmaii 
position ill two. A mih* farther to tlu' w'4\st was 
.1 )cniccourt, already jlcscrihcd, and thnM*- 
<piart('rs of a )nil<* ])i*yon(l it Soyccourt. Tlic 
\ iMajjjc of V<‘rmand<»\'illci‘s stood in thf‘ n*- 
i‘nt(‘riu^ an^i(' of t Ik* KrcncJi front. 

ddic front of hatilo fnan d’]iic[)val to ('hilly, 
iia*asurine 20 mil(‘s as tlic* crow flics an<l 
al)out 2') alon^ the. actual trciwh front, 
may he h»ok(‘d upon as divid(‘d into tliret* 
s<*cliohs. One of these was south of the Sojnnu* 
from Harleux; to ('hilly, and it was iK*re tJiat 
(hn<*ral Micla'h*]* eommaiah'd what may he* 
re<yard(*d as I Ik* ri^ht flank of tla* op(*rations. 
'The ti*o4)j)s of ( a'lieral l^^ayollo (‘xtcivlcd tin* 
Kr<*?ieh liiK* from l>arl<‘ux aer<vss tin*! Sonina* 
at Omieeourt. and tlK‘rice t(» the wood of 
l)ouatJ:e, wh(‘r<‘ it join<*d on to tla^ llritish 
for(*<*s. 

d'lK* history of lh<* operations hith(‘rto eiv<‘n 
s1k>ws that tiK*se threi^ ^rmips -IIki Jlritish, 
KayolU* and Michck'i* — had not attaek4*d 
simultaneously, hut that cacli in a(‘cordanee 
with tlu* plan laid down by the supreme eom- 
mauders had ()p(*rat(*(l to some <‘xtent indc*- 
jieudently — oia* at a time, (*ach having its own 
.special ohjoetixi's. On the loth, how(*\(*r. 


this was elianged, for tin* whole force of the* 
Allies moved forward at the same time from the 
line Thiepv al to Verniandovillers in a combined 
endeavour to thrust the 4*nemy hack over the 
whole front of attack. 

The fighting described in this chapter repre- 
.seiited considerable gain t)f ground, witli thi* 
noteworthy feature tliat there w^vs a distiiu*!, 
falling off in tlu* r(*sisting ])ower of the ( h»r 
mans. This was shown not only by the 
iiu-reasiiig number of unwoundefl prisoiK*r>«. 
])ut also by the fa(‘d that our success(*s wa‘re 
obtaiiK'd with diminished losses, pro\ iny 
el4*arly that tlu* enemy’s pow'(*r of continiK'd 
<*ontest was not what it had been. 

A foret* which feels it, is being lK*a.(4*n is apt 
to liave recourse to means very oft(*n futik*, but 
which it fondly hop(*s may have souk* us(‘fnl 
(*ff(‘et. Su(*h was the case with tla*, (J(*rmans. 
'fo hidcj bombs just hefon* abandoning tiH^nehes 
which go off w’lK‘n trodden on may causes a lew 
<*a.sualti(*s, but can jirodueo no useful milita] \ 
r(*sults. Still l(*ss justifiable*, is tin* 4*mploy- 
ment of the old-fashi()n(*d nauidrap, ])robahly 
known to sonu* of our r('ad(*rs as a.n object, of 
curiosity in a museum. TJiis eulargc'd rat-trap 
will ))r(*a.k tla* leg of a soldier who ma.nages to 
get- caught in it, but such dastardly dc'vices as 
these bring in tina* tlr'ir own rt*venge. They 
infuriate tin* ini'ii wlio see these atrocities, and 
tlu*y punish them. 
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THE WORK OF THE 
MERCANTILE MARINE (II). 

1 in: 'roNNAin-: Tih hli:m \’itai, Tm l•()IiTA\('^: of the M i-ih- \ nti i j-: Makim: So.mi. Stati^^tks 

SiH »7 oIIN fiFLLlCOE’S .JKIItl'rL I N< ’ I I » I-:N'rs OF 'I’lIF Si HM.\RI\| W vH "1111': I J V I’l' \ H A N NO( ‘K 

I'm’. NniiTii W AL.i':s I m*: ( riA of I >i km inc^i \.m Airrisr 'rur; c\\M':i)oni.\ Si*:i/.rKi': oi- 

Mi.KIII ANT C’AK'rAl.NS- ( ; K K M A N KlSFS I’ll F AkMINO OF M|:K( HA\'l’ S;iNFS ^I'lIK ClVN ]\lArl.FOI» 
I’m: <’ NLIEOKNI \ 'I’hk Akahia- (Jkkman Mink.s \m> Mi\i.:l\n i.:ks 'I’iif M ai.o.i a Aik A itvcK'- 
(JivKMAN MaIDKKS TiIK SolTIlPOKT, 


I N an earlier chapter* some aeeount \\a-> 
^iven of tlu' vil.il pari tal-;ei* in tli<‘ (Jreal 
Wai* hy the inereanliU^ marine. hikI the 
;»allanlry and li(‘roism displayi'd Iw I he 
'•tliei rs and mi'ii of tlu‘ na'rehanl iia\ \ \s Ikmi 
t.ierd ))\ impreeedeiite(l piM'ils. If hasalsoheeii 
tull\' explained how, an impoitant pr<»p<»rtion 
<•1 lh<‘ Ih-itish mercantile tonnage ha \in^ h(‘eii 
r»‘<|iii>,il ion<*<l for the naxa] and militar\' pnr 
of oi irsoN'i's and our Allies, 1 h(‘ halanee 
" inainin^ ovta* had Iummhih* harely suflieitMit 
i'>r the essiailial ikmrIs of ei\ il lift* in the Ih'itish 
l''les. It wa.s ohli^alory, t h<‘r(‘for<‘, that rt*- 
Imnee should to a lar<.ie extiait he placed n|>(»n 
neutral sliippin^ ft»r Jielp in hrin^in '4 to tli*';,* 
>lions tile neeessar\' food supplies and i*aw 
"iale? i.ds for our manufaet uri's. ddie enem\ 
l‘•'d jjuiekly nudi'/ed t h(‘ situation, and when 
liad tail(*d to idlVnd any t*onsideral->U' su<*ei‘ss 
’ idi his suhmariiK's in a. war of attrition upon 
lie ships of (lie Xa\’\' and tlua’r auxiliai i‘‘>, 

I "' att(‘iition was diri'ctod to tlie eommer<*ial 
'luiiie. ddu^ ('arli(‘r attempts of tiu' (Icaanan 
nhinarin(‘s to hrin^ al)out a I^loekadi* of t In- 
in Hjsh Isles I)v the wanton destruction ot 
!>a (‘H^er lini-rs and tradi-rs and fishing erait, 
’"th Allied and neutral, havi* also bei-ii 
’‘■^eriked^ and it has het-n seen how’ tin- c-am- 
• ULUi was nu‘t and foileil hy the inexhaust ihle 
* (’hnpter (’XX., N’ol. \' I I 

'"I. XI. — Part 13 .*). 


ri'soureel uha-ss, inj^enuily, and eouratJje shown 
h\ the seanu'ii of the rc-milar \a.\\\' and merean- 
(il<‘ mariin* alike. In (his <‘hapter the narra- 
ti\'<‘ of till- enemv operations against eom- 
iiK'reial sea-hoi“ne irallie is i-arrii-d down to (In- 
«*arl\' spring of I1M7, when 1 he\' attained |/reat 
intensi(\ and \ irulenei*. 

It will he seen from I he follov\in^ a<*eoun(s 
of selected instane(‘sof allaeksupon nn-rehant 
sl,j, I.--) durin/.i the period under reeii-w tliat, 
although the (a-rman nn-thods \ar‘it‘d i-on- 
.''i<leral>lN . their treat nn-nt of (he crews ot 1 he 
ships de;tro\«‘d was suhst ant iall\' the same m 
<*\ er\' <*ase. Ships werealmo.'^t a I w a \’s at tackei I 
without warninji; the unfoit unat e seann-n ainl 
pa.s.sen^iers, if (In-re wen- a;i>', wen- seldom 
L.iv<-n suilieient time to take to their hoals, 
and (he\ were left to reach the shoie as hest 
(hey could. Sometimes the distance from 
l.iinl was so erisit that the majority of tin- 
sur\'i\'<»rs perishe<l hefoie suei*our came. Some- 
fmn-- the ( ;ermans sin ll«‘d the boats as they 
left their stricken ships, murdering tin* oeeu- 
pants in the nn»s1 cold -)>looded manner. No 
rc'speet for the eii.vfom ot the .snas, tin* Jaw’s ot 
man, or tin- ihetati-s of Jiumanit> restraineil t he 
harharit\ of the callous (k-rmans. d’he oin- 
feature w'hi<-h slooil out in hrijzht relief against 
this picture of black cruelty' was the In-nasm, 
th(‘ de\otioii, and the endurance of the brave 
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and hardy mariners. They never failed, in 
faee of ovcrj’' fianger, and indescribable suf- 
fering, to exhibit the splendid discipline of 
their calling and the nnrpicnchable courage of 
their race. 

During l!lUi there catiu? about a distinct 
change in the general attitude of CJreat Britain 
towards the? merchant navy. The value and 
importance of. the work of the trading vessels 



THR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. 

(Full size.) 

and their stunly crews luul always been mom 
or less rc^cognizefl, but during this ytuir the 
growing scarcity of (‘arrying tonnage, owing 
to the enlarged demands upon the shipowners 
for military recpuremeiits and the extc'iided 
acti\'ities of Hie enemy submarines, had far- 
n^aching effects, cspe<*ially in tlu* rise of food 
pri(H‘s and tlu‘ shortage of certain staple com- 
modities. '^rhis condition f)f things brought 
Inane to the jieoph', not merely the important, 
but t he vital, nat ure of tiit' work of our merchant 
st'omen TVevi<iusly tlie average* British citizen 
had reganknl them as valuable ; he was now 
c’ompelled to rt‘alize, if he ha<l not ulreaely done 
so, that tli(‘y were iiidispen‘«<abl<\ In the 
House of Oiiniiious em November 15, 101(>, 
.Mr. Huu<*iman, then President of the Board of 
Trade*, spoke* e>f the ciuestion of sea transport 
a>< being the* k(*y to the* war situation and as 
the* A.B.C. e)£ Kuro[)e'an politics. “I must 
say/’ -lie declared, “ tliat if we are successfully 


to victual our peniple throughout the remaining 
period of the war, it is also absolutely essential 
to rogarel shipping as labour is regarded, as 
serving the national intc^rests, nc:>t only when 
flying the fight ing colours but when it is 
carrying food over here.” In other words, it 
was nejt only as a reserve for the fighting Navy, 
both as regards men and vessels, and as a 
nutans for the conveyance of troops and mili- 
tary requirememts f>f all kinds, that the mer- 
chant service came to be accepted by the 
[mblic g(*nera11y as an essential part of the life 
of the nation, but also in its everyday capacity. 

This recognition was signalized when it was 
announcecl in the London Gazette on Decem- 
ber 22, 1910, that the King had been graciously 
pleased to approve the awarrl of Decorations 
and Medals to a number of officers and men of 
the British mercantile marine “ in recognition 
of zeal and devotion to fluty shown in carrying 
on tlie trade of the country (luring the war.” 
There followed the names of 11 raorehant 
captains wlio wen* awarded the Distinguished 
Servic(5 Cross, and sev(‘n (pjarterinasters, fin?- 
inen. and the like, who received the Dis- 
tinguished Service Modal, tn addition, 



THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL. 

(Two-thirds scale.) 

ollicers and men had their names published in 
the Gazette “ as having received an expression 
of commendation for their services,” and six 
officers were graiit<Ml commissions as 
Lieutenants in the Royal Naval Reserve. The 
Council of the Mercantile Marine Service 
Association expressed the opinion that those 
awards were merely a pn*liininary to further 
recognition of British merchant seamen, “ who 
have gone to sea with wonderful regularity, 
notwithstanding the iiicreiised risks from mines 
and torpedoes — cruel instruments which do 
not distinguish between neutral and belligerent. 
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combatant and non-combatant. When the veil 
18 lifted,” this message concluded, ” the noble 
part that has boon played in tiao war by the 
masters, officers, and men of the Rritisli 
morchant service will surprise many even of 
those who think they know the seaman and the 
dogged courage of his race.” 

Speaking on the Navy Estimates on 
February 21, 1917, Sir Kdward Carson, tho 
lunv First Lord, quoted from a return brought 
lip to October .‘10, 1910, dealing with transport 
jip^M-ations at sea since war began. In regard 
tf> personnel, tho total numbers which had boon 
moved up to that date across the seas had Ix^en 


of vessels engaged in purely foreign trade, and 
wo had merely kept the skeleton of that con- 
nexion alive. Then there wore cargo liners, 
loading on berth, and tramps chartered to 
liner companies while loading on berth— their 
total being 588. That, said INTr. Kuneiman, 
was not a large number to k('ep alive tho con- 
nexion between this country and other coun- 
tries : a meriJ skeleton of the organization 
necessary. Ltxstly, there weri' the free tramp 
stean\ers which were able to go out and take 
tho high rates prevailing, and uiiich numbered 
233. Only about 60 of this number were 
engaged in carrying food. Mr. Hunciman eon- 



KHAKI AT THE DOCKS : TRANSPORT WORKERS' BATTALION HANDLING SUPPLIES. 


5.000. 000 men, and, although he regretted to 
say there had been two or three untoward 
ineid(‘nt.s, when the vast domain of sea ovrv 
which they wore moved was (lonsidered he 
thought it might be said that these men were 
transported almost wdthout misliap. In regard 
io supplies and explosives, 9,420,009 tons had 
hcf^n moved, with 47, .504, 000 gallons of ])(‘trol 
;oid over 1,000,000 horses and mulf‘s. The sick 
oul wounded moved also numbered over 

1.900.000. So much for the ships on “war 
'ork.” As regards those which wx’ro retaimxl 
’9 the carrying trade of the Empire, Mr. 
Kun<‘iinan. then President of tht' Hoard of 
I rade, in a speech on October 17, 1916, said 
‘liero wore 297 vessels employed permanently 
‘^broad, because we had to provide for our not 
hi'ing entirely out of the shipping business after 
' *“^*'war. In nonnal times there were thousands 


tiuued : “ 1 have given the House' a total which 
reaches 1,118 vc*ssels, wliicli are, IVir good 
national reasons, frc'o to trade wdiere they wull. 
Out of a total iiKTchant fliM^t of iK'nrly 10,000 
vessels, only 1,100 oce^an-going vessels are free 
to conduct their own ope'rat ions. Then what 
ef the rest ? Th(*re is a very large numlKir of 
vessels engaged in tli*' service of tlie Army 
and Navy. The Foodstuffs Keepusilioning 
Uommitt(*e has a vt'ry largo number of vessels 
under rec piisition. There ar<^ steamers trading 
on behalf of the Allied Oovernments, streamers 
trading on behalf of the* Colonies.’* 

Tht^ knowle<lg(‘ that the niiiubt*r of shif)s 
for bringing food to the British TsU‘s was mucli 
Ies.s than in normal times obviously incroas#‘d 
the dett*rmination of tlu* enemy t(» prosi'eute 
their submarine war. Earlier <'hapters have 
.shown the daimtloss spirit in wiiieh tho mer- 
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• I, ant scninicn withstood t)ie first attacks, 
riu^f spirit was in no way lc‘ssenod by the more 
\ iriil(‘Tit aiul l)riital metliods to whicli tlu» 
: It -niians <l('sc(*ndo(k They fail('d (‘iitiivly to 
mtiiniilate or fca-rori/.e the Hritisli merchant 
^i Miiicn, whose cMmduct elic*it<Ml many notable 

I rilaif t^s. 

Kinu ( Jeorgo, in acknowledging tlirou^di his 
Sfcn't jiry, Lord SI amfordlia.m, the r<‘(‘eipt ot‘ 
copy ot* th<* rmperial ^Terchant S(‘r\ ic«‘ (hiiUl 
f.'/nrth' on rhily 14, Ihlti, said tlia-t lu‘ fi'lt sure 
tlit‘ country at lar^e joins with liim in appn - 
tiatin^ tlie no])le service's re'iide'red by the' 
..nicers and inem of the nuavluiiit Si'rvice siin-<' 
i!i - be^inninjj^ of the* war, and tlu' li<*roism dis- 
|.h\ed by tlmse who Inive* risked and oftt'n 
i_M\en llieir live'S in c'arrying ont their ardiams 
diitii s." Admira-l Sir Jolm Jellicoc', spe'ukino: 
.11 tht' h'ishmonjrers’ I fa, 11 on January 11, 

(Uo reft'rrecl to tlu' mere'lianf. s('r\ ice in (he 
It'llow injj; te'rms ; 

Wit luMit oiir ni'Tfunt ilt' tiiat iiic t lx- N'a\ y .iiul, itttl< •••!*, 
!i;«(itMi fotiM nt»l l')M»a it wo boon 

<l. for tlu* iii(iv(*iacii< nf mir troop-; ovorsoa - 

.\» i' -,c\cM millions of n\<'ri luiviiij^ lu'cri t riinvpnrti ‘il 

I I • I't lior w if h 11 II t lu* ^uii nmiiit ions, and vt on*-; n‘<(ni t'<‘d 

l'\ 1 h'"* Anny. 'I’lu* sa fc;^n i an I in^i; of these trau'^[)or(s, 
(•■.ill linm t ho a,t I acl< ot ^uoh Miifa.«-o \ ossols a- ha-vo hoon 
.11 iiirco and t roin snl >njaiino attack, luis hoon oarrit'd 
lilt l>\ tho Nav\. W'o ha.\ o had to draw aKo upon tho 
/' of tho n^oroanlilc' laarino, not only foi- tho 

iu.miiniL' of tlu* transport ships, hut also \or\- laii-^ol\- 
("I the inanniiio j)t the whole of oiir pfil ml a.nd mii»o- 

v\ocpiii;j onitt, rioarls' -,ot)a ski))p(‘r-! hi'in;^ f'lapNiycd 
<1 -kipjiors |{.N.K. 'I’ho ninahor of IJ.N.It. oxoouti\«> 
i has inoroaso<{ aim i"! lourtold siiua* tlu* outhn*a.k 
"I war. Indood, it is impossihlo to moasuro tully tho 
'I' lil \\hi( h tho ooiintry ouos to our m'*roa-nt ik* inariiu*. 

Ill tho <)ld days it used to ho .sa.i'l tiuit. there wa.s 
I iloii-\ h«'t wf'on tho moi< a.n 1 ill' m irino a.nd the Ho\al 
\.i\'y, hut whatoNs-r mi.y ha.\ o hoon the ohm* then, 
M en- oil room now in tlu* Xas y for anythiim hut th.o 
"* 1^1 sinooro a,dmiralion aiul rosjioot for tho olticors a,nd 
' "11 ot tho moroantilo ma.riiu*. F think I kiM»w viifhoicait 
"I (lu)'-(' otho<Ts ji.iid nioM to hi*lio\'o tiuit flu* fooling i-' 
'■ iiaocaf od. 'I’hoso of us who ha,v(i hoon closely 
‘ -o( ijit(*d witli file otlioors aiul m 'li who ma,ii our armoil 
■a ichiiiit \osst;lsa.nd patrol craft ha\ o roali'Aod from the 
' f -( <lay of the war how ma«iiitict*Mt w<‘re tlicir services, 
low coura:j:i*ous t lu*ir (*oiuluc( , and how Unflinching their 
'• "votion to duty niuh’r the must dangerous coiuhtions. 
I’ l' V'tiue of the s('r\’i«‘es of the oflicer-; a.tul men of flu* 
nu •’cantili) marine ^uj(*s also far heyond thi*ir work in 
'iiw.l vo-scU. When one thinks of tho itmuiiu'r.ihlo 
‘ I " of niiarmcd ships h<‘in^ sunk hy lorju*do t»r mm tiro 
f tioia la.nd, iu a lu*a\>’ soa, ^vith tho ship’s ('ornpanv 
' |'••|Jdont 111)011 boats aloiu* for thoir safi*ty, oiu* is lo-t, 

' ‘loinirat ion ol tlu* sfiirit of luToisiri of those who not, 

' ''l\ cndiiro danm'fs and Fiard-hips without complaint. 
'' ever ready to take tho risks a;4a.in aiul amiiu in 
I'l-itod voyam*^ iu other ships. 

Similarly, Sir K<lwa,rd Larson on lM*]>riiarv 21 , 

' ill dealinej witli tlu* submarine nif*na<*e, 

it was vvearyinF^ work to retid of the })oats 
‘ 'hh frozen eorps{*s that wcTO lirou^ht in from 
“P^ torp('doed without ootiee, yet lif' was 


eneonra^<'d ])y (lie fa,e( tliat he liad not )H*anl 
<d one sailor who ha-d ri'fiiscd (o sail. That. 
In* deela.:*;'d. wa.s what w a,s .u:oinf? to win (lit' war. 

lo eome now to some of (lie most slirrinjj; 
<*\a.mph*s of (he w a.y in whieli the' m<M’ca.ntih' 
mariiu* enijiloyi’d in pursuit of its ordinar\ 
trade withstood (he stress of (h<* intc'usitii'd 
< h*rma.n siihmarint* w ar. F*efeiN‘nee may tirst. 
he ma.de to a. si'rii's of <*a.ses of whieli tli<' 
details wi'i’t* olVieially publish<‘d. 'The hhirni'ss- 
\\ith\' lini'i* Kappa, lia,nnoek, a. stea.mer of 
.‘{.S7I tons, built in IShIk and fitted with w in*- 
h'^s (<*leuraphv, h‘f( llallfa.x. Nova Sent ia,, for 
l.ondon on Octobt'i* 17, KUt), a.nd should ha\ e 
a.rrived at (hi* end of the monlli. ddie only 
other news r< eei\'('(l eoneei’niny^ her was a 
statemcait in (he Ih'rlin otlieial wireless re])ort-, 
on Xovi'inhei* .S, to Mu* crtoi't, that, she ha.d been 
Slink. Slu* wa.s e\i(lenll\^ ( oi'| u'doed witlioiit 
warning. a,n<l the 117 men in lier erew 
all drowned. In a.imoiincine jJa* joss tho 
A<Imiralt\ said : ‘’If (Ik* erew wen* foi'ced to 
ta.k<‘ (o tln‘ir' boats in the ordina.r\' way it, is 
e|(*a.r that, (his must lia-vt* oe<*urred so fa,r from 
land, or in sneh w(*atlK‘r eomlitions, t hat (Ikto 
wa.s no proba,bility ‘>l their r‘ea,ehiim the shon\ 
Th<'(h *rman ph*(|e(' no! I o sink v'<*ssels ’ w it hout 
saviu;4 luima,n h\’es ’ Iia,s t-hus onee mon* be«*n 
disre^ariled, a,nd a.not fier of tlc*ii' siibma.rines 
lias been ji:uil(\' of const nicl i\'«* minder on (ho 
hi^l) seas. ' 

On I)ecember 2!), Ihlh, the A<lmnall\’ ilrew" 
al.t.i'nt ion to a,no( hei* ea.-;e, if a.nytliin^ more 
brutal in its details, the sinkimt of tin* 
lon steamer* \Vh‘st rninst i*r, built in MMI.") a,nd 
b'‘lon;.^in;i to lie* min-^t ei* Sliippinj/; ('o., 

the erew of which v’essi*! were tired u|)on while, 
in their boats. 'The* otli(*ia,l sta,t<'men( sa,i<l : 

'I'hc decree of :i*ry which tlu* ( Ii-iri i.m-i ha\’u 

a(tu.iiu*d m tlu'ir ^ iihm.iriru* policy of , iiikiti;/ merchant 
-hips at -^i^^hf. would ii,ppi*;i.i’ lo h.ivc rc.iclu*.! p ^ clim.i.'c 
m the sinkiM^ of tlu* Hrili^h acjni\--lup WcUmnisIcr, 
pn K-ccdiiie ia ().i Ila a I rom 'torn* Auuuii/.iu,! a. to I’orl .Su.i«l. 
Oil |)‘ccmhcr If Ihi; \<*^ cl w,».s afla'ko.l hy a tJcnn.iu 
-uhm.iriiu*. uilhoul ua riu'ii;^, v\Ju*u I .SO miles li)iu. (ho 
ucarc-.t laud, aiul ;-( ruck hy (wo (orpi-loc-s in ipiuk 
-ucce -loll, which killcfl four lu -n. She sa*ik iii lour 
minute-. 

■fl.i- ruthle',- ili-rcu'.ird ol the rules ot luUi ual mual 
Ijiw* w Jis followed |i\ a, di'lihciMlc a.Mcmt)l (o iiiunh'r I lie 
.-ur\ivor--. 'I'he ollieet-- Jiiid crew, while itleetiiie (luir 
• •.‘-cji.pe from I he -.inUiim ^hip iii l>o:i,l-', were -heiloil hv the 
-iiliiiiariije at a raiim’ *»t * 1,000 vard-:. ’I'he m.i'ter a.iid 
<-hief eni'iiu'er were killeil out ii^'hl, a.'ul their hoii.t sunk. 
'The MM-ond iuul third eu.;meer. and three of (he mew' 
^\ere not- pu ked up, aiul are pre-uined (o h.i\e he< ri 
drowned. 

tJreal liiilaiii. in eouiruou with all oll.ir ei\ili/ed 
nation , le^^jud- tlu* -iukm^ willioul uarnin..; ot merehani 
-hio- with d«*tc-.ta1 ion, hut in \ iew of the avowetl polu y 
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(>) lilt* (•rniitiji ( . iiiid IIumt to I'oiisicItM 

tho |>r(>l(*sts of lUMilral"’, it is Mial. moro 

jn lilin;/. a.j»t of Uu il 

.^iihtaariiio most,, howta’or, havt* satisfind liiro-«‘!f as to 
the I'ftoct ivoiMvss of his two t <ir(KMlo<‘s, and y»'t< procct'dod 
to rany <nit u\ <oM hloo<l ao aid of fiiurdor whi* h (‘otd<l 
not (»ossihl\' l>o jiist idl'd hy any tir;;onc’V <»f war, and 
^ an only hr rr-ardrd in t hr ryrs of t hr w urid as a furl hrr 
prool of t hr dr;^ra.dal ion of (.ii'i'inan honour. 

Ill ii win'U’ss iiu‘ssnp» da ted JniuiHrs' 17 (hi* 

(hTiMMii ( hn'oriimidit *int*iii|)l('d to tlit* 

roiilttiurd iti tiu' British Adiiiirully 
ronunnnitjni'. 'I'hcst^ ]Mi.rt.icnliirs a\ I'ro hiisrd 
nji t Ih' st iitc'incjits of t hi' stirx'ivors nni.dt* on 
oath, ))iil on n‘r(‘i|)t- of tho ({onnaii driiial 
tho stir\i\oi\s Nxrro inimitclx' cross-oxiiininod. 
and, iis ii ri'sult. of this further iiixi'.st ipU ion, 
thr fnits roimiin niit'hiin^od. 'Tlu^ xt'ssid xvas 
lorpi'dord xvitliout' xviirriiiiijj and struck by lxvt> 
torpcdoi's. d’hc snrxdx la's of th(' t'xpit>sioii 
took to tlic boats and x\’ci‘t^ slit'llcd liy llu^ sub- 
marine, Ilia captain and the chief cnoinc«*r 
hciiii^ kilU'd by slu'lbtiiv. Kind hcrniori*, this 
cross-examination olitdted (he faid tJial no 
other ship xvas in sir;hi xvhen tlu^ suhmariiu' 
opeiK'd tire, and the only siirvixiiijuj boat 
xva.s nofc picked np until 27 hours later. 
The st .itenu'nt in the Oerman submarine 
othei'Ks a.llejr^»(l report that residit* by tlu* sub- 
marine' was nuule impossibU? ]>y tlu' a[)pn>aeb 
of a. [latrol steamer innst, tlu*refore. In* ri'pirdiMl 
as tiction. Tbe British Aduiiralty luvd nothing 


fnrthid’ to jidd to, and nothing to modify in, 
its original tofntttun ifpu'. 

It pro\'(‘d only too Iria*, as I lie Admiia.lt \ 
remarked, that iiHde [)ro((‘sts x\er(' inaivailing. 
On January 4 th(‘\' had again to inform tlii' 
eoiin!i*y of a further ea-se of ealloiis disr<*gard 
for the lixes of non-eomliatant si*am(*n. 'The 
Jh'itish ste'ainship North \\'al(*s, proeeinliiig in 
liallast from Hull to (’amida, xvas re'ported In 
the (h'rman Wireless on Noxemher t), ItlHh 
as hax'ing been tor|>edo(‘d. Heyoiid one piece 
of xarnisliiMl xxood marktsl “ North ales, 
found in Siainen (\>ve, and iiodies xvaslietl 
ashore on tlie Oia'iiisli coast, nothing fiirtliei- 
was hi'ard of lier, and it xvas presumed that the 
erexv look to their boats in tlu‘ gak's ragiim 
at (he time, and xvere all droxviu'd. In the 
ik'struetion of ano(lu*r and largid* xess(‘l. tli‘ 
(kty of Birminghani. about three* x\<‘eks alter 
the North VVah*s, there xvas (‘xemplili(‘d splendid 
c*on<hiet. by all eai board., including some xvomer 
passengers, 'riu' facts relating to tbe lo.'-.- 
<»f (bis l^Jlerman liner, of 7,41)8 tons, xver- 
published ))\' the Admirallx' on Kebinaiy 
1917, as follows; 

'I'hi* Hrilisli steamship (_’ity «»f 1 »ir 7 nin;^ln)in w.- 

torpeJiH'il without warning on N'oxeinher 27 In'-*! I'V e 
iMieiny ^ulanarine wlien 12r» inile> from the nearesi !aii > 
Sill* I'urrii'ii a i ii’w of 1 to anil I Til pa.-.v(‘ngi*rs, of whom 
xvoro xvi>mi*n ami i*hilili«*M. 

The torpedo .sinn k the .'.hip ahiva'^t tin* aftcrhold, .ew 
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» Jieavy was tho explosion that tlu‘ >lup at onro be^aii 
> si'ttlo by tho storti. One of the lifelmats was lilown to 
..xios, Kngino.s were stoppctl anti steam allowed to 
, .ipe from the boilers, wliile everybody a^st'inbled 
their stations for abaiidtming the ship. 

A heavy swell was ruiiiiitiKf but within 10 rniiinl«>s 
<' too explosion all boats ha<l been hivvertvl ami all the 
.V, mongers ami crew were clear of tin- ship. In aeeoriU 
, with Jiritish sea tradition, the master, ('aptain 
, ,1. Ilanghton, remained on bojird until tho ship sank 


under him ; he u.»-, picked up half an hour !a.t<‘r b\ *tut 
of the biuit''. 

I he eoiiduet ot the (Tt'w and pa>.sengers was aclnnrabh 
1 liroiighmit . The master reports that the womtui lot)li 
ih'-ir ]>laees in tlu; boitts “ as calmly a.s if they w<'re goiiij. 
dt)\vii to their iiu'als,” and wlnMi in the boats t he\' begin 
''iuging. 

I hr«'<^ hours hi.t»*r tin* boats Wi*re piektMl up b\ ji 
hospital ship [report (‘il iit the tiim* to have bt'cn th* 
betitial, .md tin* pasvi'nger.' ami ert'w musten'il. It wa- 
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\ TORPEDO ON ITS FATEFUI, MISSION. 

Torpedoes usnally travel beneath the surface: this one is exceptionally high in llie water. 





THE “CITY OF BlRMINtJHAM,” TORl’KDOEU : I.OWKRINC THE BOATS. 


'’ ■11 Io hhI lli.H till' ^hi|)''> (loi-hif. till' Ji.ti(l two 

l.i-.r,iir lint jiiiiiHi;^ t li" Niii \ ii.ii(l liii.(l iiro'imiiM til \ 

ilrowiK'd. 

A ^hnckiii'ij: (MSI* Ilf nicti siilf.'rinyj from hi'iii*^ 
in opjMi ho. its ill mi( 1 -u iiif <*r wns nuidr 
Kiiou n l)y th(‘ Jiiil horil i(*s on .hinimry .‘M , 11)17. 
I''( mr <la\s ca-rlicM*, or on 1 lit‘ mornin'J: <>f Sat tin lay, 
.I.iim:ir_\' 27, llio Hrifish stcsimship .;VHist, 
will'll IS mill's from land, in a, hcav \' (‘a.sl(‘rl\' 
.mIi‘. was tor|)(‘dot‘d 1)\' a ( Ji'rman stihmarinr. 
Ill M*•>|)ons(* to licr a()|)i‘«d sent ]>_\' wirt'li'.ss, 
' S.().S. ; sinUini^ <piicUI\-," ;inxiliar\' patrol 
I :afl piMciH'flt'd to tlio spot and si'arclii'd the 
NK inity. hilt found tio tracr of tlir vessel or her 


sia'eonr. 'Those of them who perisheil dnrin '4 
tho.se three da.\s of hitti'l* exposure were 
nnirdi'red, and to [a*elend that anxthin^ was 
done to ('iisure their safi*t y would he slu'er 
iiypoerisy. As the Admiralt\' point I’d out, 
the pledge j/i\en h\' (lermanv' to the Ihiited 
State's not to sink meri'hani ships without 
eiisnrine tlu' safety <if tin* passeneei’s and <‘n*w’s 
ha.d ht'en hroki'n hefoi'e, hut nev er in <*ir 
eiimstanees of more eold hlooded hrutaJity.” 

'Till' fore^jjoini^, it will hi' notie'ed, wi're eases 
in W'hicdi, as fat* as the availuhle information 
showt'd, tlu' mi'i'e'hant vessels were' at tackl'd hv 
torpedo, and nsnallv' without wai'nimjr. 'This 



(JERMAN SUBMARINE FITTED WITH 

'll \ Ivors. Tliree days later tlie. steamship 
‘f hana piekial up a hoat containing Hi of the- 
\ Iv ors, ddie })oat had originally coritainf'd 
*■ hut seven had died of wounds and I'xposiire 
“i were buried at se.a. d’lie surviving Hi 
' laialed, and of these* five* wen* suffering 
'»n ,M'v ere frost bite* anel oni* from a hroke*n arm. 
If erew had been forced to abandon tht'ir 
in open boats, in a mid-vvinfe'r gale*, and 
terly vvithoiit means of reaching land or 


WIRELESS SIGNALLING APPARATUS. 

mi'thod of de'struef ion was l)y no means g.'iieml, 
liowe'ver, In'iii” very eoslly, inasmueli as the 
s ihiiiarine's had onlv a limited carrying eapaeit v 
for loi'pedeies, and when these missiii*s had he<*n 
expe*iided a I'et ui'n to seeme' hasi^ or eli'p'it heeami* 
n<*ef‘.s.sary if the \'e.ss(*ls had no other means of 
waging thf‘ir unlawful war on the* trade. 

Ill e-ases whe*re! feir any re*asou the* sulauarine--, 
re*fraiued from torpe*doiiig vess(*]s at siglit 
and also fn.an tlie- teirpe*de)(*d sliips if it wa-% 
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prjictk'jihlc the <ir‘nnjms iiuiuj^urat t'c L suiiir 
fliiriiii/ HM (), th<‘ prvictic** ol takiiiji 
)»risc)Uf*rs t h(' captniits of (In* iiicrchaiit iiaMi. 
j)f^rliaps with a vi<nv lo tli<‘rn, it [)()ssibl<*, 

tin* stafu^^ <>t )i n ha I Jiiit s. ()u I 4, 

l‘Hr>, tha Aia-hor liiu r ( 'a U m I onia, of ‘4,22.4 
tons, was Slink in tlic AIiMlitcrraiaan, ainl 
lirr* inasloi’, ('aplain tfainrvs Hlaiki<% takon 
prisonri* in this wa\'. ( )n llm KMli it W'«\s 

allapMl in an oDicial Horlin tok'^rain t l\at 
tlar Caledonia en< leavoured to ram the siih- 
I Marine wit lion t ha\'in^ prcwionsly hr‘en a.t t aeke< I 
hv tlie Ia.tt(‘r. blears w(‘re aroused l(*st this 

announeenaait was an attianpt to jiistity in the 
(‘yes of the world another ju<heial munh'i* of an 
haiglish inerea.!il il(‘ marine captain, as ('aptain 
(diark's I^'ryatt, of tla* (dt \' of 15riiss(‘Is, liad l)e(‘n 
e\(‘en(('d inllu* [)r(i\'ions .July,* Kcpiwsf'iitations 
w(‘n^ th<‘r(‘fore mad(‘ to tlie ( lox'ernmeiit that 
th(‘ (jiormans should l)(‘ informed that- it any 
hai’in was doiu^ to (Captain !>laikie, <.>n(^ ot t h(‘ir 
ol'lie(‘r prisoiaa's of hi^h rank would lx* shot 
forthwith. On l)t*e(‘mlH‘r 14 it was annoiiiKMsI 
that th(^ Am(‘ri<’a.n Ambassador at H(‘rlin had 
b(‘en askiMl to n‘port at on<*<* a?iy action tin* 
(l<‘rmans (H)nt<‘m|)lat('d against tlx* captain, 
and on tlu' 10th t lu*. w(‘leom(* luwvs was ree(*i\'<‘d 
that th(‘ (h'rman Fondgn OlHcc had given 
a. personal assurances to tlie* (diarge <l'Af tain's 
of the Ibiitod State's in llerlin that Ca.[)tain 
Hlaikii' would not. share the' fate ot (.^aptain 
h'ryatt. Tlus Oerman Admiralty coiisidenMl 
t h (3 Caledonia as an arm«‘<l cruise ‘i*, and the*refore, 
that in atte‘mi)ting tej ram the' submarines (Cap- 
tain Hlaikie^ was only eloing his ehity. hkirly in 
.binuary ne'ws was reci'iv'eel frejin (.aptaiii 
lllaikii' staling that he was (juite we'll. It wa.s 
snbse‘C|U(*ntly re'pe)rt(‘el that he' was ele'tjniirel 
in a. military ollie'e'rs' camp at. Friedbe'rg, 
I le'sse'ii. 

A fe'W' we'e ks befeirc' the (h‘strue!t ieai of th ' 
Cale'donia a gre)up of ste'ame'rs. including 
ne‘utra.ls, ha.d be'cn ele'stroye'd in the* Atlantic 
by U 4tt, anel t he'ir captains taken on l3e)ard 
♦ he submarine, but later the'V were re'U'ascd, 
and We're' tlu'ii able’i to give* an ae*eount of the'ir 
expe'i'ie'iie'es in the* “ ])laek hole*" e)l a ( h*rinan 
unele'i’-wate'r craft . Cai)tain Arthur i’atle*rson 
(»f the British ste'amer Scteaiia, was in the* 
submai iiu' fe>r e'ight days ; Ca])tain Vedlugsen. 
of t he** Norwi'gian ship Balto, toi* sove'n 
days ; anel (\iptain Krt'di'rick (^irtis, e)t the 
American stt'ame'i* (\»himbian, for six. (.%iptain 

♦ (’iinptrr CLIII.. 


( ‘urtis gavx‘ the fe>llow ing account in an intei 
vie'w : — 

My stiip fnrrifil ii t>l about 11,000 tons tinel 

<-n‘\v of loo. \V«* wero all saved. I stoppeMl on tJ,< 
donitind of the '-nbiiiirine, wliose eonimander orden-c, 
me to aba!i(l«ni ni\ "hip with tlie crew imnn‘<liat«*i\ . 
wliii'h we <lid without <»lh<‘r baggage than two sat<-h< ' 
wieh docMiiMont'< and nion»*v 

Submarine V tl> nt onee fireil two tori»odot's al tl.. 
Cohimbiaii, whieh immedititely ^'auU. 'The erew wn - 
left in tlie lifeboats, while I was take'll oil bejard tl;i 
snbmarine*, whie h jilnngt'd ininv'eliatedy afterwards. 

I was takeni into tin' i|Ma.rti'rtnfi"te'r’s small <*af»in. 
wluTei I found tlie e*a.ptjnns of the' S(*fonia anil Ikihi.. 


' 4 ^ 



CAPTAIN JAMES HLAIKIE. 

Atier me eaine tlie eaptaln ol the* Xeirwe'gian ship. 
Koi'djilo. 

Tho cabin w.i" very sin. ill. Tt eontaim*d a little 
folding table, a folding ebair and threxi wall biiiik-. 
All we'i'O permeiatod with the odour of bein/.int*. 'TIkmi 
was no commnnieal ion with tho oxte'Hor eabin. 1» 
was abv.o!ute*ly dark both hy night anel elay. 

Wo we're gi\eii <‘a(‘h morning a. few morsels of black 
bi'uael, a Clip of ceilTee, and a small portion e>t bad butliT. 
At noon we> had stew madei of ea.nne'd nn'at ami soup. 
Supipe'r vvas at 1(1, renisisting of colfee or tea, with butte*' 
or marmalade, llours pa^seil iu this uaiTow' prison 
very long ami disagre'cahle*. Tlie cajitain ed t he suhmari«i« 
was a mail about while Ibu crew of K) sailors wee 
all ve*ry young anel wi're dressed in shiny leather clothin- 

'rh(' me*re'h<mt e'liptains we'i'O allow'cel xi 
inlc'i’vals he'twe'e'ii the* ope'ratieius of tlie* suh 
marine' tei gei oii de'e*k and smeike* a cigire'tb*. 
'rhey we'i’c w atclx'd hy me'inbcrs of t h(' 
armcel with ii'veiKe'rs, whe'ii they we'iit 

hi*le)W' the_3 ere'W put a.sidt‘ the'ir vvcapejiis. 4 lie're 
was only eair chair iu the e-abin, which the 
captains used in turn ; eithorwise they )a> 
eleiwn in their lainks. Towanls noon em 
Xov(‘mbcr 9 the* submarines .signalled to tlx 
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DAMAGK to a SHIP’S BOWS BY MINF. 

S\\ I'dish s< fiiint'r V^arinj^, I iniU’s ofT ( fir Spatiisli 
poi’t of ( ’aiiiariiia,, and fills v(*ss(‘l took on 
l)(»;irvl Mie rnptaiiis iiiid laiidod flicin. 

\ v ariant <»1‘ f his' proctniuiv \va.s of)st*rv(‘d in 
the ras(‘ of an nnnaniod sfrainrr wliirli wns 
slopprd. oi'd(‘r(‘d to take* on lioard survivors 
(il thriM' othor vi'sscls, and tlicii coinprllod to 
follow tin* sufiinarino f<ir thriM* thus, dda* 
thi(‘r \rssols wm* t ho Britisli st(‘a.nior Auohon- 
t of ( 51a.sj4ow , wliioli was sunk on diinuarv 12, 
11117, with f ho loss of four of Ikm* orow : tho 
sailing \ osst'l Kil])uriu‘y, <'>f hondon, of 1,1111 
Jons; and 1h<‘ Danish stoainor Omsk, of 
1 ’oponha-^on, 1,074 tons. ddi<‘ro woro 81 incan- 
)M’r> of th(* orc'ws of thosi' throi* vi'ssols, who 
won‘ appari'iilly loft in opiai boats. Anotli<‘r 
''toainoj- was thou sto]>]»<*<l, as alroady moii- 



HHPAIRING a ship damaged by a 

MINE. 


tioiioil, and, ha,vin>j: n'so\iod tho shipw n'okod 
crows, was forood to follow' tho ooursi' of 
tho suhinariiif^ from H a.m. on .lanuary l.‘> to 
midnight on .lanua!*v Hi. d'ho suhmarmo thou 
holpod hi‘rst‘lf to tho lau’iro of this stoainor. anil 
wha.t sho <*ould not. or did not wish to lako for 
hor own uso was ordorod to ho disoharjjjod 
ovorl'oard. 'Thon sho nnido off. Many anoo- 
ilotos of tho trioks and mol hod'' ‘»f tho sul>- 
marinos I’onld h(‘ ri'latod. On January a, 
11117, tho ooriTspondont of 77/r 1' tint's itt 



HOI.K IN A SHIP’S SIUF. MADF HY A 
MINK. 

Amst<*r<lain ropoi tod tliat ( Jorman suhmarinos 
woro sondin^ out tho "‘S.tl.S.” wirolos.s signal 
to hiro liritisfi \’ossols to dost mot ion. J ho 
'I'lirtfitid f loarnt from an oflioor ot a. lar^o 
stoainor of an impoitaiit Dutoh lino that on 
tho journos' from tho Dutoh hkM>>t Indii’s ho 
roooivod, w hilo i n t ho I ta.y 1 4 I >isoa a n ^ S. ().»>. 
mossa.ao. Prooo(;dinjz to tho ]»laoo indimti*#!, 
lu* found a. ( Jornaui suhniarino, whic-h wa.s not 
in distross. and tin- oapta,in of whioh oxprossod 
ri'^rot that it was a. Duti’h aral not a HI•iti^h 
vivssol whioh ha,d arr'X'od. llo said ; ‘ \\ o 
don't want you to -avo our souls. W o want 
tho Britisli to sa\o our souls." 

'Thoro woro othor i iim’s adoptod hy t ho 
tiormajis to hiro tho morohrnt ship'S to tlaii* 
ilo.st ruot ion, and su<‘h trioks nooossitatod in- 
oroasiMl caution and alortnoss on t fio part of 
tho othoors aiul inon oi tho la.ttf‘r. On Dooom- 
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})<‘r ] <>, 1910, th<‘ Djiiiish sty<*uiii<‘r \\»is 

in tlir of i5isr*n.y bv Ij 40. Tin* 

capliiin was () r ( l ( T ‘<‘<1 to (;om(‘ on Ixuird (In* 
siibinarino with his ])a.})(*!‘s. Jfo was dot aim (1. 
a, ml a, pri/.o crow of six men a.nd a licutcna.nt 
was pla.(‘(‘d in tin* (h'l’da.. 'Tlicy r»*])la(u‘d tin* 
I)finish b\^ (a‘rnia .11 colour^, a.nd on\'c out tliat 



THK ANCHOR IJNKR “ CAI Jl ORNI A.’’ 
Sunk by submarine, February 7, 1917. 


the \ (‘sscl would 1)0 talvon to llainfjur^ as a. 
pi*i/.o. As a ma.(t(’i’ of fa,ct , lior course was .s<*t 
in a sout h-wostwly direction, and tin* sb'aimT 
was tiseii as a decoy to a.ttra<‘t otht‘r victims 
foi- tin* subinari-no, which followed the (Jorda. 
Ill the next, (.wo tla\*s thri'i’ stoa.mers wore sunk, 
baich time Uie (jl(*rda. ajiproacliod a ship she 
hoi'-tod tlu* |)iinisli (la-ji:, but after sinking the 
vessel the (h‘ruian (lag was rehoisted. The 
( Jerdai \n a.s also used a.s a. <le])bl for tJu' crt‘w s of 
tin* sunken ships. Mu; miuib(*r on lioard her 
incn'asiuL: to (>2. On the 19th the l‘r(‘sh water 
g.iA'c out, and being tlien off Ca,pe Finist.t*m* 
tlie ( ha'ma.ns enterc'd tiie ba.\’ <‘a.st. of Finistt'rn* 
within th(^ territorial limits. All on board the 
i*aptur(*d vt'ssi'l were then orden'd into the 
bt>a.ts. They w'i*re forbiddi'ii to ta.ki* any 
extra, clothes or other ])ossessions, a < Jerman 
olVicer standing at tlie lu'ad of the gangway 
with a n‘\t>lv(‘r to set* that this ordei- w a.s com- 
plii'd w itli. Nautii*a.l instruments and c<*rtain 
o(h(‘r artich's were tlu'u stoli*n by the (h*rmans 
and takiMi into the submarim*, after whicb 
the ( Jerda was (owt'd outside tin* (territorial 
limit and sunk. 

In other cast's sona’ curious anectltites wt'rt* 
n'latt'tl about tht* methods of the submariTU^ 
crews. I'ht) captain of the Spanish steamer 
Oaeta, which was sunk about the middle of 


Jaiiiiary oil' tin* north coast of Spain, reported 
tliat the (lermans rc'moNod all the provision- 
from his shij), and before It'aving ha-ntled him 
a card b<*a.ring tin* wortls, TIu.* \J 44 sank 
tin* (_{a'‘ta,/' '^riit'rt^ wt're othi'i* ('xa.mples nf 
( Jerman .'^w agger, as, for instance, wht'ii an 
American ship, stojipi'd off the coast, of (’oin- 
wall, was spart'd. and Ji(*r comma.nd('r givt n .i, 
cci-tificalc showing that his ship had bctn 
gi*ant<‘d “ jx'rmi.ssion '* liy the (;(‘rina.n sub* 
marine (*aptain to sail up tin* bacglish (’hannel. 
An amusing sidelight upon tin* ctaiscit'iici* of ;t 
( terman subma.i‘im* coiuni indt'i* w as loi t liconhng 
when a shiji's boat, containing tht* mastei’ and 
co'W' t>f a. small vessel, rtxu'hed (lut'rnst'v in the 
last- w t't'k of I >('c(‘iuber, 1 9 I (». 4^he ina.ster ha.<i 
bc't'ii submarint'd ” for the* second time, ami 
tin* commander of tin* submarim* was the man 
who had sunk his lirst vessel. On tin* first 
occasion, among the valuables ret aim'd b\' the 
(Jc'rman ollicc'r wa.s the ma,sf(*r's gohl watch, 
but after sinking the seeond xessel lie i'e<*og- 
iii/.ed tiu' ma.stcr a-ml n't urned the watch. 
Some thi‘(‘<‘ weeks afti'r this the daily list <*t 
losst's inchide<l thi* three \ t'sseh, t an o iJritish 
and ont' Danish, whiirh Inivi* a.lr(*ady lieen 
iN'h'rred to. '^rjii' crews wc'n* Jiurriedly onlered 
inf.o their boats, and om' of tlie latti'r, belonging 
to the Hritish stea.im*r Auchencrag, capsi/.ed 
and drowiH'd four mc'n. tla* (.lerma.ns 

found time to help thi'inselves t.o tin* st on s nf 
their vi<*tims, including tO cans of whisky. 

The (ii'cds of heroism on the pe.,rt of the 
merchant si'ameii which light U|) the criK'l and 
grim rc'cord of I la* subimu'im' w a,i- a,n‘ in- 
numt'rable. It must sufilici' to mention one, 
which flu* Hoyal Kumaiu* Socii'tN^ (.It'enu'd 
w'orthy of the award of their Sta.nhope ({old 
.Ah'dal ami as tlu' most galhint, feat of the 
year. Ida' hero was John Taxton, a fireman 
in the sti'amship Swi'dish Princi', which ves.-(‘l 
was a.tta.(*k('d b\' a submariiu' in the Mediti'i- 
rant'an on August 17, 19l(i. In the hurry to 
abandon the ship Paxton was k'ft on boanl 
with three other men. Tlu'n* was a high wind 
and a lu'a\'y s(*a wa-s running, but Paxton by 
his gallantry saved all thrt't* of tla'si' men. Ha 
jumi»(‘d overboard, aiul calk'd to the first man 
to follow. Ih* tht'ii swam witli him to the 
lu'arest ])oat. '^Pht* two othi'i* im*n were' ri'sciicil 
in the saim* manner. This gallant di'cd is .i 
reminder of the heixiism which inspires all 
♦•lasses of our merchant service, whether on 
deck ♦)!• below. The situation of the engine 
room complement in ships attacked by torpedo 



I’nie (Milling: ft>r a lugh ol (‘<3ura<4o, yiit 

rlu* in<Mi novor sliirkod tlirir tliity. \V1 h‘?i thr 
Italijiri stcanK'i* ITnioiu', for instance, wax tf>r- 
.H-iioed oil A[>i*il 10, 1010, tin* \<‘<sc*l sji,nk >'0 
,j»ii<*kly tlnit ii.ll tin' fin nn'ii lost, tlicir livi-s. 
'-;oiiio w(‘ro ]»rol)a.])ly killed hy the t'xplosiotu 
l.iit, tin* rt*niJiiiKler luul no (*ha.r>ee to reaeh the 
(ii ek )>efort‘ the vesstO found(*r(*d. 

In devisinpj measures for me<‘tin^ tin* 
I ,irat iea,l onslau^^ht of tin* (lerman snhmarjm s 
I he Ihitisli anil Allied Admiralti»*s eould eonnt, 
rn)i‘d kytton said in the House of Lords on 
|‘^■hruary 10, 1017, on “no oik* sov(*rei^ii 

K inedy ha" d<*alin;^ with tln^ snhji*el, no one 
paiuieea wliieli ea.n be used to clear t he s(‘a.s 


t>f tliese jH'sts. " lOu* da.njz;er u ax one whieli 
eould only he ni('t h\’ tin* successful eoni- 
bination of m. \a'r\’ urea.t number of m(‘axun*s, 
a-nd by tin* eon| >t‘ra.t ion of all bra.nelH's of the 
Serxiee, a, ml also ot the ])ublie. (^ne im- 
|)oi‘ta.nt step which was attc'iided by *^<)o«l 
results A\ a x that ol arminu: tin* nn'i'e^haiit ships. 
I In* pi>liey was ad(»pted b\' the (\)a>lition 
< Jovernnwnt, as sia.tt'<l by Lord J^ytton «»n 
lu‘hruar\' 10. It was i*a,]hdly pushed forwa.r<l 
b\' the n<‘W' Xational Minlstr\^ a.nd the! ntto of 
progress a.t which nn'reha.nt, ships w(*re pro- 
\ it led with ^uns was very much inercast'd. 
\\ ln*n he spoke on the Xa.\'^^' IOstima#i*s on 
lh‘bruar\' 21, 1017, Sir lOdwa.rd ('iu*st)ii w as able 
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to say that, in the previous two months, the 
n limber of armed merchant ships had increased 
by 47*5 per cent. He added : 

I do not know Unit that conveys to yon tlie amount of 
work that was involverl. Wo luid, in the first place, to 
get guns ill competition with the Army. had to get 

the tnouniings, and, above all, wo had to get tho gun 
ratings. All I can say is that tho increase in tho arming 
of the iiK^rr'hant shifts is going on hotter and hotter each 
week. When 1 t^^ll tho Honse tho percentage, so far as 
1 can gather, of tho nnrnher of armed merchantmen and 
unarmed merchantmen that have escaped tho sub- 
marine menace, they will see how- rigiit we were to 
throw our whole force and power into carrying out this 
arming. As far as 1 can gather,, of armed merchantmen 
that escape thort* are about 70 or 7.5 jier cent., and of 
uiiarmod merchant mon 24 fior cent. Thoroforo, you 
will see how important is every gun you get and every 
ship you arm. 

Thf3So figures allow how well tho merchant 
aoatnoii adapted themselves to the new condi- 
tions, and what good use they made of tho 
weapons with which they were provided. 
I'hci guns, of course, would have bt^en useless 
without trained crtjws to handle them, and 
<*aptains of nerve and judgment as well as 
daring to decide when and how to open fire. 
There was at least one case on record wlierc 
tlio mere appearance of a gun in a merchant 
ship was sulYicient to scare away her submarine 
antagonist. This was in the ease of the 



SURVIVORS OF THE “CALIFORNIA.” 
Mr. Kesson, the Chief Officer, an account of 

the torpedoing of the ship. 



SURVIVORS OF THE “ CALIFORNIA/’ 
The three children (Margaret Little, aged 9 ; Mar> , 
aged 3, and Andrew, 13 months), whose mother and 
eldest sister were drowned 

Harrison Lino steamship Diroctoi, and the 
inculent happened on January 25, 191(i. 

According to the statement of a horseman ot 
New Mexico, on his arrival at Now York on 
March 14, the Director was bound for Liveri^ool 
and whoa about 200 miles from the Irish coast 
sightf^d a submariiio some distance astern , 
entloavouring to overhaul the liner. For two 
hours the siibmaririe hung on, in spite of the 
best speed that the engim^er of the Directoi- 
was able to get out of her. 

A typical case in which a British steamer' 
bafllod a submarine by moans of a gun, ainl 
ilamaged if she did not sink her under-water 
antagonist, occurred on the ev'oning of July 15. 
1910, near Algiers, as reported in The 
on August 7 anti 8, 1910. Captain David 
Thomson, masti^r of the steamship Strathness, 
sent to his employers the following extract from 
tho ship’s log describing his tmeounter ; — 

July 15, 6.0 p.m. -Sal urday a terrific explosion 
occurred on port side of. steamer nearly amidships, 
heaving water and smoke over the toji bridge, making 
steamer shake and trtnnble. T thought it was a torpedo . 
hut could see no submarine about. A few minutes after - 
wards shots wert^ fired by submarine, but wo could not 
make out his position. At last gunner made him out 
tvstern, and we commenced firing at him. His shot" 
were going right over us, and landing in t>io water a few 
yards ahead ; one shot nearly got us, dropping iu th** 
water a few yards astern of steamer. 

At our sixth shot submarine was hit, and also witli 
our seventh, when a big explosion with fire was caused 
in the sulunarine. Then firing ceased, and submariio* 
disappeared, which I have no doubt was sunk by our 
fire. Altogether tho submarine fired about 16 shots, 
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S)ut none took elfoct. We fired seven shots, anil two 
hits were made. Great credit is duo to the gunner^ 
ror the way in which they worked, especially the remark ■ 
;vble marksmanship they made at the submarine. Engines 
N\eTO opened full out and zigzag courses wore stoereil. 
Latitude 37.05 N., lougitudo 3.38 E., whore submarine 
was sunk or disappeared. 

A contrast to tlie foregoing action, and one 
w liicli shows equally the stubborn aivl dauntless 
qualities of the British merchant seaman and 
the brutality of the Germans when they have a 
Iielpless foe to deal with, is afforded by the 
circumstances attending the loss of the steam- 
ship Clan MacLeod, sunk on December 1, 1915. 
('aptain H. S. Southw'ard, who had to spend 



P. & O. LINER “ARABIA.” 
Photographed after she was struck, and while her 
boats were alon||side. An upturned boat can be 
seen at her stern. 

lour months in hospital recovering from 
wounds, stated on his return home in April, 
1016, that a submarine was sighted at 7.45 a.m., 
opened fire about an hour later, and an hour and 
Icn minutes after this had closed to within 
111 lit' a mile of the steamer. Rcmlizing that he 
could not save his ship. Captain Southward 
hoisted the international signal of surrender, 
stopped the engines, and rounded to. To his 
surprise the submarine began to shell the 
bridge, doing considerable damage. He was 
himself struck by the first shell. The Germans 
I hen began to shell the boats and boat crows, 
killing nine men, wounding six (three fatally) 
and smashing the starboard boats. Captain 
Southward, summoned on board the submarine, 
found the commander in a furious rage because 
the liner had not stop[)ed immediately. The 
I British master replied to a question on the 
l>oint that he wanted to save his ship if possible. 
l"ho German officer then said ; “1 can shoot 
.\’ou QA franc -Hr eur,'' and the captain answered, 
'* T don’t think so.” The former then said : 
‘ You are assisting my enemy,” and the reply 
was, “ 1 am your enemy.” In the only two 
boats which remained, the survivors set sail 


for Malta. The lifeboat, with Captain South- 
ward and 50 men, was picked up at 6 p.m. on 
December 2, but the cutter, with the chief 
olficer anrl 19 men, remained adrift until 2 a.m. 
op Docomher 4, having thus been tossed about 
for the greater part of three days and three 
nights. 

It is not surprising that, witli such untold 
hiirdships and dangers confronting thorn, the 
risics of which they accept cheerfully every day 
of their lives, there should liavo been expressed 
many tributes of praise to the merchant seamen, 
and a desire to aiford them greater recognition. 
As the Daily Mail said early in 1916 : ” If for 
tlu'se men there is no Westminster Abbey at 
the last, lot us at least know them and btj able 
to take off our hats to them in their life.” 
Lord Beresford shortly afterwards remarked, 
at a meeting of tlio Mercantile Marino Service 
Association, that “ ho did not think the 



recognition of tlie INIt^rcantile Marine was 
sufficient, or what it ought to be ; he did nob 
tliink they got their due. . . . There ought to be 
a sx^ecial decoration for the Mercantile Marino. 
. . . They had to remember that, with the excof)- 
tion of the transports, which wf?re convoyed, 
every mercantile ship that left port or went to 
any of their vast Dominions over the sea was 
in greater danger than a transport or man-of- 
war, because she was unprovided with convoy, 
and they knew this was the class of vessel that 
their barbarous adversaries likerl to sink with- 
tuib warning.” 

The value, as an exampltj to their crews and 
passengers, of the admirable coolness and cairn 
courage shown by mercantilts officers when their 
ships were overtaken with disaster cannot be 
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spoken loo When the Anehor linc'r 

Calitornhi wuh torpt'dood witliout wnrnins^ on 
February 7, 11)17, and remained afloat for only 
seven rninutt's, the eaptain, in neeordaneo 
with J^ritish tradition, did not leav'c> his post 
on the bridtlti until tlio v<‘ss(d sank bi'iieath 
liini. A niimlx*r of th(' oflicers also stood by 


the. sinking vessel even after the boats had 
filled, and they had theti to plunge overboard 
to save themselves from being carried down by 
the surf ion of the huge hull. Similarly, whin 
the P. and O. steamer Arabia was destroye«J, 
also without warning, in the Mediterranean 
on November fl, 1910, an Kastbourne chxdor 
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WHITE STAK I.INER “CYMRIC." 


Yvlid wjis Oil board, said : “ W’hat one must lie 
promJ of was tlie ealnmess, iliseipliiie, and self- 
possession witli whieli oflicers, crew, and 
passen^ors leathered, without the li'ast con- 
fusion, at their pre-ordained places. .It, seemed 
rather a rehearsal of what was to be done in 
easi'. of disaster than a disast(*r itself. . . ? 
A touching s])ectacle, on wliich the Allit's must 
be congrat iilated. was the appearance* on tla* 
lun’izon. praedically from all dirc'ct ions, Jo 
minute's afte'r the* alarm e*all, of five* Allie*d 
>t(*am('rs, rushing at full spe*<'d to our n*scu<*, 
and reaching us t hre*('-quarte*rs eif an henir later." 
Alt hough the* ship had 4.*>7 passe'iigi rs, including 
lt>0 wonu'ii anel chilelreni, ejn board, every one 
was sa\’(*d. Of the' e rew, t\vo ('ngin<M*rs alom* 
wen* ini.ssing, anel were believ'ed to have^ be*e*n 
killed by the e^xplosion ; all tlie rest were picke'd 
«»]>. Wh(‘n the Marina, a Donaldseai liner, was 
ini ptuloed on October 28, 1910, Oa.])tain llrowne 
and liis c,*hief engine*e*r both rt'mained on board 
until the^ last. They tl len jumpe'd for a boat, 
hilt missed it, and wen^ drow’iuvl. Som<* eif the* 
snrvive^rs of this slip) were adrift feir 31 J hours 
ni pouring rain before lieing picked up. In enu' 
boat eluring that time the occupants liad eaily 
threie biscuits and a bit of bully beef eacli. 

Hie folleiwing anecdote is relateel in connexion 
^'ith tlie sinking of the White Star linear Cymric 
on Alay 8, 1910, in which all the crew% except 
five killed by the explosion of the toipedo, w'(*re 
"^av’ed. James Rogers, a trimmer, said that he 
'vas in a ooat, which was smashed, and the nine 
nien in it thrown into the water, but they were 
■’ll rescued. They had to sit nine and a half 


hours in an opi'ii boal with their cIoIIk's wt*! 
through. “Tlie (Jermans ha\'t* missed me 
again,” said a cheery membi'r of the crew'. 

“ 1 was in t h(^ Sout hlaiid wdien she w'as torpi'docMl 
in the ^h‘dit(*rran<*an last Septembi*r.” ” Had 
i nough ? ” lu* wiis ask<*d. ” Not na*,” hi^ 
n'[)lied, ” 1 shall be off again a,s soon as I c*an 
get a berth.” This rc'adiiK'ss of t he . s(*a,mc*n 
to voluntt‘er for further s(‘rvi(*e was (‘xt'inplilieil 
in s(‘or(*s of instances. In fact, the mc‘n 
aec*<*pted it as a. matter of course*, 'riu* sea, was 
their c*alling, and whatever its perils t he\' 
would face* them. As Dr .Maenainara said on 
lA'brnary 15, 1917 : ” 'There, had be'cii nothing 
line*!* in the* history of the war, ereiwdeMl though 
it was with d(*(‘ds of hi'rosim on I hc^ ])art of the* 
Army aiul Xavy, than the way in which the 
ollieer-s and men of tlu^ .Merchant. Serv'ice* had 
c*arried on t In‘ir ' dul i(*s. and this tla'y would 
continue* to do in spite eif (Jermany's lati*st 
thre*at of unrestricte'd savag(‘ry. 'The* nation 
could nev(*r hope to re'pay the*m sullieiently. 
and any sae-rilice^ w'hie*h e*ivilians couM make* 
was insignificant, ceaniiared with that, ma.de. by 
th*)s<* me'U.” 

'This e hapter lias so far dwe lt e hie fly upein 
the* dange*rs to the me*r(!ant ile^ marines from the 
submarine war, whie*h was the* gre*atest menace 
ceenfreint ing tlie trade*rs. It must rmt lie* for- 
ge>tte*ii that there* we*re* either ine*ans e'lnfileiyed 
bv the* ene*mv tei destreiy eir injure the*m, ome 
no lt*.ss callous and brutal in the*ir applicatiem. 
'J'he hiving of mines in the? track of peaceful 
shipping continue*d, and w'he*n, owing to the 
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of <‘nii<r«)l ass(‘rl<*(l over the triwle routes 
by tlic! J^ritisli Xavy, it was no possilile 

to pursue this pciliey to any larp:e extent by 
surfaeo vessels, the (lermnns designed a special 
ty!>e <>f subinni'inc' to do it. A speeinien sul>- 
inarine minelaiyer was the UC 5, exhibitc*d in 
th(' Thiiines in duly and August , 1910 ; another 
was th(5 UC 12, which fell into ftalian hands. 



UG 5. 

A German mine’-layin^ submarine. 


Mines were also dropped by the disguisc'd 
raid(‘rs of arnu'd na'reantih^ ty]ie sent out by 
th(‘ Cennans. 

The L*. O. lino INbiloja was among the 
principal vied inis of mines during 1910, She* 
was destroyed off l)ovt?r on February 27, and 4>f 
the 411 lives on board 155 woro lost. Tlu* 
oxplositin eauseil great damage, the captain 
HMuarking at the inquest that he saw boats, 
davits, aiul debris going up into the air, while 
the poop waxs blown u]>. He ordc'red the ship 
to bo stopped and the engines reversed, to take 
way off the ship and enable the boats to be 
lowered. A fc'w seconds later the ship began 
rapidly to pick uj) stern way, and the order was 
given to stop engines, but it could not be 
executed as the engine-room Wiis by that time 
flooded. With the ship going eight or nine 
knots astern it was not possible to lower boats 
saftdy, besides which she had a list of about 
75 titigrees. Had the engines .sto])ped every 


one would have been saved. There wen' som, 
pathetic cases of loss tunong the passeng(*r-. 
An accountant in the National Bank of Indi.i 
was n'turning to India after a htiliday ii; 
Hiiglarid, dui’ing wliieh he had been inarrieil. 
His wife was aecH.)m|)anying him, and tin \ 
both slid off tlu; sinking vessel just after he IkuI 
put a lifebelt f>n her. The wife was ])iek«Ml 
up aftt'r iM'ing in the sea for 25 minutes; tin 
husband was drownc'd. Several military oflieeiv 
taking ]iassage in the shi)) also lost their live^. 

Another species of attack of which the 
merchant stc'amers Inwl to run the gaunt lei 
was that from th(^ air. If this method was net 
so deadly a.s the* unde'r- water attacks, it \\;k 
severely trying to the n<*rv«'s of the se'ainen. 
loth as they we^n* t-o admit anytliing of llic 
kind. One of the* earliest affairs f)f the kind 
oeeiifTC'd about* 7 a.m. on the morning i.t 
March 29, 1915, wh<*n the Tc'al, a small steamer 
on a voya.g<‘ from Amsterdam lo Uonden, wa- 



PICKING UP THE CREW OF A SUNKEN 
VESSEL. 

attacked by a Taube aeroplane. According 
to the account of one of the officers, wdien tic 
Teal was between the Schouwen and the Xortl. 
Hinder Lights, the first mate, who was in charg* 
at the time, saw an aeroplane coming up on 
the stern. Near the Teal was a fishing trawler 
which sent up a five-star rocket, apparently ii" 
a signal to the airman and his observe! . "^riK 
Flushing steamer, whieh was two or three milc> 
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,,fY and must etvsily have seen aJl that happened, 
I<ei>t on lier course, taking no notice \\ halever. 
As soon as the Tan be eaino up to tlie IVal the 
lirst mate changt^l his course. A })()in}) was 
dropped, but missed the steainc'r by about 
40 yards, raising a great column of water. A 
second bomb fell on the opposite side to the 
first. The Taul^e then, after making a wide 
t irele, dropped two more bombs in quick suc- 
cession. J3ut as tlie mate was steering a zig-zag 
course they were eluded. Two or three 
minutes latter tlie observer in t he Taiibe opi‘ned 


a ca])tured (‘iieiny vessel trading under 
the British flag. Slie left llartUpool en 
Jaiinary .*11, 10 Ki, on a voyage south, and wlien 
she Avas at anchor olY the Kentish Knock on 
lh<* following e*vt‘ning a Zeppelin app(*aretl 
right c^v<*r tlie vi'sst*! and dropped an explosivt^ 
hoinh, which struck the ship amidsiiijis. She 
sank witliiii a irouple. of minutes, all on hom'd 
h(‘ing lost. Jt was on tiu' morning after this 
that /<^]ip('lin Ij 10 was found /loafing in tlie 
Xortli Sea by Ukj lab* Skipper W. IMartiri, of f h(‘ 
trawh'r King Steplx^n fi*r>rn (Jriins)»v, wliieh 




STEAM YACHT 

lire down on the 'fi'a! wit Ji a iiiacinne-gun, hut 
witliout suceess. 'Tiien a number of st(*(‘l <larts 
were* dropped, one of which struck tJic vessel 
hut did no damage. Finally the (Jermaris 
opt'iied tire again with their maeliine-guii, tiring 
at. k'ast. another dozen rounds, but tlicy Jiad 
lio more success than before, and gave up the 
attempt, having homharded the Teal for thrc'e- 
quarfers of an hour. 

1 here were alsci tlio dangers facing t h<' 
ui(‘rchant seamen from Zeppelins. Like the 
«U‘ro plain's, v(*ry ftwv of these monsters siic- 
^■cede<l in destroying any trading vess(ds. This, 
however, wivs not for w'ant of trying, but 
bi'cause of the hu^k of precision and reliability 
ui tlieir wea^jons. One ship sunk by a Zeji- 
pelin was the coasting co]li(*r Franz Ki.si*)ic‘r, 


AS MINE-SINKFK. 

raMu‘r pointed to the prohahility that the same 
iurslii}) may have luen resjionsihlc' for the 
murclerous attack on a hiimhk' (!olIit‘r the night 
hetore. 

In tie* outer see,s the disgtitsiHl i-aiders s<*nt 
out by I lie* (l(‘niiaiis liaiJ a \ ery limit ('d success. 
Only two of tin* atb'injits made in BIK* to put 
siieh raiders cm to 1h<‘ trade routes eaino to 
anything, the. Mdwe making several capture's 
in .fanuary and Ftihruary, and a second vi'sscl 
of tlic same f'haraeler being sighted in the 
North Atlantic on Jlcccniher 4. 'Tlie crews of 
the vii’tims of t h(*so c-raft wen* taken at first 
on hoard t,h<' raiders, and Iatc‘r transferred to 
<aie of tfie captured vessels d<'l('gatcd to act as 
a t<‘ndcr. TIkj comlitions of eoidiiicmcnt weio 
not of tlif' most satisfactory kind, juid the 
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behaviour of the Germans wivs, as usual, calU>us 
and at times brutal, >)ut nothing oould “ down " 
the spirits of tln^ J5ritish seamen. Cay)tain 
Anderson, of the Norwegian sh'amer Tlallbjorg, 
one of the ships sunk by tlie se<'ond raider, 
said that tin? iiK'rehant sc'amen were by no 
means downheartc'd, and from morning to 
night they would sing “ "ripperary ” and other 
songs. The vietims of the raider, who were 
landt'd at Pernambiieo in January, 1917, 
<h‘elared that they were elostJy contined, 
[)oorIy f('d, and subjected to much suffering 
wlu’le on board the (German vt^ssel, and also 
the steamer Saint Tlu'odore, which was con- 
verted into a “ prison ship.” Tt was also 
stated that 100 lascars, taken from captured 
vessels, were eompelhsl t<» work in the raider's 
stokehold, being told that tJi(^ German stokers 
were* reic*ased for oth(*r wt>rk. Whenewer a 
merchant sliip was captured in daylight, moving 
pictures w<‘re. taken of the event, according to 
the captain of th(? steamship Radnorshire, who 
said that the German captain told him he had 
ordt*rs to spare all pass(*nger ships and vess(*ls 
not carrying big cargoes. This British cajjtain 
also stated that he and his men w<*re k(‘pt in 
the raider's ])ort bow practically without, air, 
and compelled to sle<*]) for five da\'s with 
“ roughnecks.” At length tin* Japanese ship 
Hudson Maru was utilized to s<*nd them into 
Pernambuco, w^ith barel 5 ’' enough water and 
sea biscuits to complete tin* voyage, 

A fitting episode to conclude this chapter is 


that of ilu* escape of the Cardiff steamship 
Southport, which is not only amusing, but 
illustrates that never-failing resource which 
has carried the BritisJi merchant sailor through 
so many stiff ordeals. This vessel was at 
Kusai, an island in the east of the Caroline 
group, formerly in the possession of Germany, 
on September 4, 1914, when a party from flu* 
German gunboat Gtiit'r boarded her. Tht‘y 
hoisted the German flag, damaged and removeil 
parts of the machinery, and left after taking 
the vessel’s pa[)ers. Tlie Geier tlien w(‘nt 
elsewhere to fry and hold up other merchant- 
men. No sooner had she gone flian tla* 
engineers of the Soutliport set to work to t‘tfect. 
temporary repairs. They were successful, and 
on Sep(eml)er tlO it was reportenl from Rrishaiu* 
that the steamer had reached tlien* safely 
after a slow v'oyagt* from the ('arolines. If 
ever the Gc*i«‘r went- back to Kusai, lier oflicc'rs 
must have n^flcctcd that tliey had not tak(‘n 
adc< plate measun* of the British seaman's 
charac*,<<‘r. "I'hc^y were like* the bold Ge*riiian 
magistrate at Nauru island, anotlu'r (‘x -German 
possession in the Pacific, w4io when war was 
declared took a boat’s ])arly off fo the British 
steame*!* Messina and demande*d to be* taken on 
board. “ By^ wliose orders ? ” ask(‘d the mate. 
“ By order of his Imperial Majc'sty the German 
lOmpe'ror,” re[)lied the pompous magistrate*, 
"file* mate geiv’e* ii. loud laugh, and, eirdering full 
spc'od alu*a(l, the Messina quickly readied the 
open sea. 
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FISHERMEN AND THE WAR HI 


A L’kicvioits Ch\i*ti‘HI Skippkus antd KrsHKiiMEN, K.X.H. Ai timtvoe Hkitisii b’jsHiNT; \'i:ssi:l3 

- (Casualties — Heavy War I^osses Ai>\ i^nturk on a (Jkrman Suhmauine 'riiio Fish Supply 
A Prisoner OF War Submarine Pilly ” The Work of Patuoi.leus and Mine sweepers 
Fishermen’s Roll of Honour — Acts of Heroism -Sporadic Lawlessnfss Out of Bounds 

- Profit and Loss of Fishing — Frk’es of Fishing Vessei.s Jhfe-Sa\ int; A Fish A’arn 

- Spei’Iai. Funds and AiiENuiEs 


I X (’luipter (’XX r. tlie orgaiiizatioii of 
fishermen as niiiie-sweepers and patrollers 
in eoiiuexion with the Royal Navy was 
deserihed, and their wonderful and effin - 
tive work was dealt vvitli; the system of 
fishing whieh <‘xi.sted Ix'fore tlu^ war was <‘X- 
piained, and an aceoimt was given of the great 
changes that hostilitii's iiee(‘ssilated in earry-ing 
OH this vast tai(c*rprise on whieh siieli an. im- 
portant- part of th<' su])ply of llu^ nation’s food 
<lc[)eiid(Ml It was shown how prieeless an 
iissct wen* < la^ men of th<^ (h*ep-st»a grounds 
;ni(l th(* iii-shor(' waters th('. tlec'ters an<l the 
''iiiiile })o*xters, arid to wlial an <*normous 
••\terit the materiel and personnel of tla^ fisliing 
iiidustry had been usimI by the naval authori- 
♦tcs in the siieeessfiil prosecution of the war at 
Details were giv(»n which sliowed how 
« \tensiv(» and far reac*hing were the oj.'eratitais 
' f I he one-time fishermen ; but it was iu>l 
'‘Blil the beginning of 1(117 that Admiral 
lcllit‘<n» publicly stated that the number of 
'cssols of all elasses comprising the 7b*itish 
\avy was nearly 4,(H10, anil tliat the personnel 
tin* mercantile marine had been largely' 
frawii upon for, amongst other things, “the 
’••amiing of the whole of our patrol and mine- 
"Uecpiag craft, nearly 2,500 skipj>ers being 
• Htployecl as skippers R.N.R.” The public 
liad been previously allowed to know that 
h>0,000 fishermen were serving with the Nav^'. 
addition to these mine-sweepers and ]m.trol- 


l(‘rs. fishvrnuMi ui‘re going to sea, taking all th*' 
risks ot rut filess warfare, enduring all tin* 
privations of an ('xei‘ptionall y s(‘V(*n‘ winter, 
and iloiiig llieir business of eatehing fish and 
sending oi* taking it to market. Jn thos(' hard, 
dangerous gales there wi're many- (*asualties of 
variiais sorts, iaehnling tla* toll of wandering 
iniiies ; skipjiers and nn*n suHeri'd acutely 
from exposure to tin' pa*reing wind and free/.ing 
sl<*et and spray ; therc^ wen* many torn and 
ble<*(lijig hands at work <hi iey- trawls and war- 
like* w'iirps ami c)tiier sinist(*r (‘oiit ri\ ane<*s - but 
t he* skip])(*rs and me*ii e*ndui*e*(l it all he*re)ie*n.ll\' 
and ste)ieHlly, and weTe? apt e*urtly anel griillly' 
to belittle* th«*ir t rihiihit ie)ns, aiiel t e> elex'lare* tliat 
harelship was e)nly purl e)t' tlie* elay's we)rk, anel 
that the* fishe'rman was us(*el tej it, just- as lie 
was useel tej b(*ing elreiW’JU'd. 

Two and a half y(*ars afle*r the* outbre*ak e)f 
w'ur a.be)ut 75 pe*r cent. e>f tlie^ first-class fishing 
boats w’(*r(* on Aelmiralty s(*rvi(^e, indue ling all 
the big steamboats ; and the* majority e>f the* 
tishermen hael jeiineel the* Navy. Vet in spite* 
of these immense? calls the*, w'e>rk e_>f fishing, 
mostly by siiiglej-bejating, but alse> with a 
nmdifiexl form of fle(*ting, wont on, and w ith .so 
mnch suecciss that the? supply eif fish hael elre>ppe*d 
e)nly abeiut tlO peir cent, below the neirmal. 

The wT>rk of the 2,500 skippe*rs and the? 
100,00f> fishermen was of e;ve*iy sort that <*an 
fall to a powe*rful and we?ll -organized auxiliary 
in time of war. \Vhe*n first e*nre)Ile*el the fisher- 
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iin'Ti wi‘re souii busily einployc'd as mine- 
x\\eei)ers and patrollers iu arnuxl trawlers; 
tln‘V transport work in distant watia-s, and 
ilie\ maintained in s])lendi'l fashion their lint' 
ira<litien as some of tile most skilful life-savers 
.Hloat. Then^ was no disaster of any deserip 
tiori, from a mined or torpedtied battleship 
v.ii( h as t hf' lA)rmidable to a. subnuirinetl ship 
like the Lusitania, f>r a lost hwiatlian lik<‘ tiu' 
lhitannit‘, in connexion with whi(*h one or 
iiioiH' trawlers, sail or steam, »lid in)t do some 
noble work of savinjj: lihx 

d he North Sea. at the outset of tlu^ war j^av<' 
ample seojX' for the exc‘reise of tlu' skill and 
« fie?’y\' of the sw<‘epers and jiatrollers ; but 
i;itei' the an‘a. of usefulness \>'as (‘iionnously 
oxlended, and tisheTincil who liad never known 
a ehan^e on t lu' lileak and danpTous banks 
wtTi' ojxa'ating in tiu' romantic ri'yions of tin* 
.Me‘diteri*anean, the Adriatic aii<l the Ionian 
Se a • sunny ski(\s in winte*r rc!plac(‘d tla? ^rey 
oloom of th(^ Dogj^er, and w*h<*n notorious bail 
weather /(^n(\s were ent(*i‘ed they eam(‘ as a not 
iiiiw'ole(»m(' ehanye* to thf‘ deetJ-sea. naai to 
whom ba,d wn'at her and pe'ril weav* ins<*£)ara})]e 
from a hard existence*. 

While the ( ha'man (ishinu, \'(‘ssels were im 
]>iisoiu*d in a. crampe'd an*a by the* llritish 
!)l<)ckade, aiiel the* fishing port of Altona haei 
its eTowdt*d travvle*rs, the Hritish fishing craft 
o| j‘\t‘i‘v sort w*e‘re* at large* upein the* s<*as in 
mimei*ous i*apae*ii ies. Fine big new tra\ele‘rs 
we*rt‘ laune*hf*el and imme.*eliate*ly |mt in e*om- 
! Mission : as la.ds at se*a.ports came* of age* the*\' 
LM ji\ itate*d te) the* teiilsome* <*allinge>f the*ir fat Jie*rs, 
'o k<*t‘ping up the supply of ne*W' anel ne*e*de<l 
blood ; w hile* frean dee*a\ ing fishing ports e)ld 
HH'Fi once* meire* advent ure*d with fresh life* and 
bop(‘, nnd wood(*n smacks that had grown into 
b(‘iug in the^ ’sixtie's were 3 reuiping tlm se*ii,’s 
gr(‘at- har\'e*st, and fedching fancy jirices whe*n 
put up for saIe^ Ileilt in I Stiti, a weiodcn smack 
3 \ as sold for abejut CltMt, a.Itliougli be*fore* t la* 
^'ai sue*li a e raft as slic se*cured no ejfTcrs. e*xe*e‘|’t 
•»' lire*we)e^d. 

thd-tiine* cre*ws immne*d eilel-tinie* simc*ks, so 
*bit when tJie*y we're* me*t at s(*a the’y might- 
•linost Jiave3 be*e*n mistakeui fen* contemporarie*s 
^ an<l<*releH*ke*n and his spe*ctral ba.nel e»n 
board tlie^ Flying l)ute_*.hman. A re'inadvable; 

■ ‘"C in peiint was affeirdenl by the^ di ifte*r Snee-e’ss 
Le»w'e*steift. Slie^ was manne*el by se*\e‘n 
‘lands anei thenr (e>tal age's (_*a.in<'* tei 478 \’e‘ars. 

I be- “boy'’ was (>2 years ejld ; Imt he. was a 
me re* juvc'iiile* com paivd with the/olek'st me*mbe*r 


ot the* e*i*ew , w hos** \'eai*s \\ t*re* 7o 'The* skippe*!* 
was (is. anil othi'i* ag**s were* 72, lih, (iS and t>4. 
'riiat 1 he\s(‘ (»ld sinaeksme*n we*iv e*apable3 of 
snstaini'd anel pi'ofit ahle* e*i’fort was '-■how n by 
the* way in w hie*h t h(‘\’ hamlle'd the'ir ne‘ts ami 
did the* har<l w oi“I^ of their ve-sse*!. d'he'V 
proiiill\' lioa.sied t hat t h('\' hael had a good se*a,son, 
and expressed regret, tingl'd with pil\. that 



A TKAWI.KK IN PORT. 

the ant limit ie's ee>nsidere*d (lii'in too old to 
be*ar the* “ light e‘i* ’ dntie's of a man-of-war. 

TJie? (ishi‘rma.n we*iit. forth to fish lit.(*rally 
with his life* in his ha.iids, ngarelless of the* 
re‘giou in whie*h he* liv'ed — north, south, ea,st, eir 
we* 5 ',t. Ir the beginning t he^ dange*r zone* w a.^^ 
well detineei. It wiis mostly in the* Xeu'tli Se*ji,. 
blit e'xleneled until it e*i nbriiee-el tlie* whole* of 
the* coasts of the* IJrifish lsle*s, a,nel siil)ma.rine*s 
and mine*s became* :i.n e*\(*r pre*.se*nt me*iiaee* to 
the* fishermen. The* em*m\ a.ppea,re*el in most 
imlike*ly pla<*e*s. One* winte*!* ela.\-, at a sle*e‘py 
old-worlei lishing pe>rl, brow n -sa,ile*d smae*ks 
W hie*h lljwl put It) se*;i. we‘re* e»bse*rve*d to stagge r 
back in \<‘r\ oeld wn.\s, taking e‘verv course*, 
appare'ut 1 \', e*\e*e'j)t tin* right eme*. If, was not 
until the* first skippe*r lande el tliat. tlie* (‘xplana- 
tion was a\ eiilable*. and it was that he* had seen 
a. submarine* la.\ ing iniia s with the* obie*et ol 
cutting off till* snaicks’ re turn te) harlioitr. riie* 
inine»s liad be*en seattcre*d across the nieinth (>i' 
tla^ romantic bay; but. tlie* watchful skippe*!* 
had se‘cn the*- cowardly act and had {promptly 
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giv'on tlir alarm and pilntt^d his cornrados 
through tho nninfost<*d areas l^ack to port. His 
sharpness and skill undoubtedly did much to 
avert loss of life and ship. Submarines and 
mines were the eaiise of the posting as missing 
of many fishing \'(*ss(‘ls. 'riiere wen^ many 



CAPTAIN PILLAR 

of the Bnxhatn trawler ** Provident,*’ decorated 
by the Kinf( with the Distiniluijihed Service Medal. 


mute tragtMli<‘s of the liome seas in connexion 
with the great army of llritish fish('rmen who 
W(Te keeping \ip the food supply of the country. 
An<l what was ha])p('ning in western waters 
was takiiLg ])lace far more frequently in the 
North S<'a. 

Then? luwl been since the outbreak of war 
very heavy losst's of fishing vessels through 
enemy attacks vvhilt* peacefully pursuing their 
i^alling. These attacks on fishermen and their 
helpless craft a[)pc‘ale<l with s})ecial force to tht‘ 
“ brave Otnuaii hearts,’' as their proud com- 
])at riots called them ; and in the new’ campaign 
of riithlessness they had Jieav’y bags to their 
discredit . 

Th (3 commander of a submarine who wrote a 
*etter to his brother, a military ofTicer shortly 
afterwards captured on tho Somme, said ; 
“ For four mouths 1 hav^o not been able to 
renew my stock of torpedoes. I am, therefore, 
obliged to attack traders with my guns —a very 
risky proceeding now that the British and 
French boats defend tliemselves. A singl(3 
shot well placed might easily send us to the 
bottom. . . . My submarine is an old crock. 
I wish I could get command of one of our new 
submarine -cruiserM As it is known that 
my boat is not much good I am not given 
anything very diflicult to do. I am generally 


after fisliermen and sailitig boats and run verv 
little risk.” A typical raid such as is referred 
to in this letter w’as matlo upon tho Brixhain 
fishing fleet on November 28, 1916. At 2 o’clock 
in tho afternoon, in broad daylight, a submarine 
rose to tho surface among the trawlers and 
began lier murderous w ork against the helpless 
fishermen. She opened fire upon tho Provident, 
Skipper William Pillar, w'ho w’as the gallant 
seaman to whom so many of the crew of tla* 
battleship Formidable owed their lives aft(*r 
that ship was torpedoed. The shells from flu* 
submarine brought dowm the jib of the Provi- 
dent, and also parted her topsail halyards. 
Aftt^r tho first shot, the crew" took to their boat, 
and the submarine then came in close enough 
to put a bomb in the TVovident, which sank her. 
Then the raider opened on the Amphitrite, 
whose skipper, William Norris, declared in an 
interview that after his crew had taken to their 
boat they w'ere still shelled froin t he submarine. 
I’lie boat was not more than 100 yards astern 
of the Amphitrife when the (Germans opened 
fire. Failing to hit with the two shells directed 
at tho boat, tho submarine resumed her shelling 
of the trawler. Tlie third vessel attacked w'as 
the Lynx, and her crew, taking promptly to 
their boat, were likewise shelled from a ranges 
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of not more than 206 yards, but fortunate^v 
escaped. This third trawder wfis not sunk, 
but W’as found ilerelict and brought into 
Brixham. The men of all three craft declared 
it was only by good fortune that they were 
not injured by the hail of shrapnel fired at 
them. 

Great havoc was done amongst fisliing 
boats off the north-east coast on the night of 
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Viigust 3, 1916. A German submarine sud- 
(irnly appeared, and as tlio peaceful craft wore 
helpless she had matters pretty nuieh her 
(Am way. She set to work at wanton destruc- 
tion, and in a very short period sank nearly a 
dozen of the vessels, which were mostly small 
motor herring drifters. The skipper of one of 
tho boats, a Scotsman, said it was one of the 


hour and a quarter-~ho diieeted lus crew 
below. Three men were beside him, witli 
largo glasses, eonlinmmsly sweejiing the seas, 
ap])arently intensely appreliensive of tho coming 
of Hritish war vi‘ss(*Is. 

Wlion tho suliniarino got under \\ay, la'r 
speed being (‘stimated at 17 or 18 knots, 
tlio commander i>orsistently (piestioned tho 



A GRIMSBY 

‘•alrnest nights at sea tliixt he ever r<*meinb<’red. 
i ho boats had their nets out, their lights wer(‘ 
showing, and a good wn.tcli was kejit. At 
about midnight an explosion was ln‘ard, and it 
was instantly suspected that a submarine was 
at work. A second explosion followeil, and a 
lisliing vessel was seen to disap pt*ar. A 
number of the drifters had already cut their 
n(‘ts adrift and were making a rush for port 
and safety. The skipper himself tried to 
*'s<'ape, but a big submarine came up rapidly, 
•nul Jio was ordered to stoji. Two tall men 
hoarded him from tho submarine, each of them 
< arrying bombs. 

I he drifter was destroyed, and her crow 
aon* taken on board tho submarine, on whose 
'if‘ck other lishermen were assembled, making 
twenty in atp The German commander was 
•n the conning tower, and all the lime the 
•'^kipper board the siibmarmo- -about an 


TRAWLER. 

skipper as to the lights tliat \v(‘re seen, *um 1 
whotiier any of the fishing vess(‘Is en.rrie(l guns. 
A stop was madf* to dt^stroy another drittfu'. 
and tishenneii were jukhMl to the crowd nn tht^ 
submarine’s deck, making a total of 30, all 
of whom r«‘alized that their fate was almost 
certain if a w'arship appejM‘(*d. W(‘r(" 

satistif'd that if such a vt'ssel <'am<‘ up tlK-! 
suhmaririi5 would <livc^ ancl leave* them in tlu^ 
sea. This, fortuiiatc*ly, did not- happen), and 
the fishe‘run*u, te) tlieir intense* n‘lie‘f, vven*e* put 
on boarel a small drifte»r, anel le*ft to t liemsc*lv<?H. 
Before Jm disappe*are*d the* subimirine^ cejin- 
mandor gavn^ pre^ciso oreU^rs that lights she^uld 
be ke*pt burning, and that the drifte*rs w^erei 
ne>t tel move till elaylight, the punishme'rit for 
disobedience being instant destruction. Having 
issue*d his directions he* resumed his work e>f 
sinking drifters. 

T1 le skipf)e*r de*se ribed the destructie^n as 
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very doliborate and well organized, and he 
calculated that f)n an average one vessel was 
Slink every 1(> minutes. In some cases 
<*.rows of destroyed craft were sent adrift in 
their own little boats ; in olhers refuge was 
sought on board vessels wliich escaped destruc- 
tion. Finally a patrol boat picki'd up some of 
the men and took thf'm into port. The time 
of the year and tlie calmness of the weather 
pr(‘ vented much suffering and loss of life. 

'^riiis wholesah' ilestmction of fishing vessels 


or damaged,” he said, “ is . communicatee I 
confidentially to the shi[)owners concerne<{ 
and to Lloyd’s. If it is stated that they ar»' 
sunk by submarines it cannot be in consequence* 
of official information from us.” 

The losses of fishermen and fishing vessels 
were grievous. Many of them took f)laec 
during the winter of 191(5-17, which was one 
of exceptional Vjitterness, and men might well 
have declared that to go to sea w'^as to court 
almost sure disaster from submarine, mine, or 
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wuns the forerunner of other similar acts against 
lishing fleets. Though the losses were heavy, 
yet they were almost inevitable, in view of the 
methods which were adopted to cause them, 
and the vast area of sea whi(*]i, evim under the 
rigid regulations that were in force, had to be 
protected by the Nav'y. It was significant 
that the fislierman, who suffered most, was the 
last man to raise the foolish cry, ” Where is 
the Nav'y — what is it doing ? ” 

VVliile most of the losses amongst fishing 
vessels wert» doubtless due to submarine attacks 
it was not the policy of the Admiralty to 
announce liow or where .ships were sunk. 
Both these facts. Dr. ^lacnamara .stated in 
the House of Commons, were of use to the 
enemy. ” Information that a vessel is sunk 


gale. But the old North Sea spirit trimnpluMl. 
No dangler daunted and no threat detorreil. 
The more the (Germans resorted to barbarism 
the more determined w'as tlie British fisherman 
to reap the harvest of the sea on which he ha<J 
been a life-long toiler. Ho went forth an<l he 
laboured, under the protection of the all- 
powerful Nav’^y, and with such succe.ss that 
ev^en in the abnormal state of the weather d 
the beginmng of 1917, when the .severest fro.'-'i 
prevailed that had been known for 22 years, 
wffien ships at sea were filigreod in ice, 
he was able to send good supplies of fish tn 
market. In January, 1917, the weight of 
laniled at Billingsgate Market was 7,348 ton> 
In the previous January the supplies amounted 
to (5,741 tons. These quantities, were, of 
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courH^s far below the pre-\var rates ; but at 
fliat ]>eriocl four large fleets of steam trawlers 
were at work on the North Sea, inaintainiiig 
1 1 Hist ant coiuniunieatio!i w ith Billingsgate by 
means of carriers. Tho Board of Trade Lahoar 
Cnzctte, in a review of footl prices in 1910, 
stated: “In July, 1010, fish averaged about 
SO per cent , above the k^vel of tw'o years earlier, 
this being tho Jow^est jjoint rcaiehtHl during the 
xciir and reprc'sont ing a drop from 105 per cent. 
Hi the beginning of February. At tlie end of 
1910 the price of fish was about one-third 
higher than a year earlier.” 

In kee])ing the markets supplied fishermen 
ran tho gravest risks of death or capture. A 
skipper who was fishing in the very early days 
of the war was made prisoner with many other 
Hshermen, their vessels, steam trawlers \vhieh 
were single-boating, lading sunk by (Germans, 
p'or fifteen months he was a ]3risoner, then he 



FILLING BASKETS ON BOARD. 

was sent home, being too old to light ; and 
• if he had been young enough the brutal 
ive,itm(‘nt of his captors would have jnit him 
"tterly beyond the power of combat. The 
^^ar had ruined him ; he had lost all in adv^en- 
^nrously harvesting the Dogger. 

^lany fishermen went to sea in spite of tla* 
fact that they had been submarinefl or bombed 
^•iice or mon*. A very remarkable case w'as 
tliat of a man w'ho won tho name “ Submarine 
Billy,” because on thnjo differcait occasions on 
the North Sea ho had sailed in smacks which 
ii id been blow^n up by crews of German sub- 


marines. The second time he was shot through 
the thigh, W'hile in tiu' little boat to which the 
men had been ordereil. Helpless on the water 
though they wen? -and tlu're was a little? hxd 
amongst tluMu — th(\v wen? delibi'rately fired 
upon by the Germans. With ea(*h little 
brown-sailed smack tIu? procedure w’as pre- 
c‘ist»ly the sanu' five minutes' notice to f[uit 
and taki* to thi» boat, then annihilation b\ 
bomb. 



HAULINf; ‘‘KITS*' ON TO THE WHARF. 

“About a (piartt'r of an hour aftc'r wo kdt 
fli(? smack f}u*ro was a ti‘rrific (explosion,” said 
” Subiiiariiu? Billy.’* ” Tlio d(H?k split up, 
tln?re was a lot of fin? and smok<*, she? b(?gan to 
sink, and in about ('iglit minutes she had gone 
altogether. Our floating hona? and (?verything 
in it w’i‘iit to the ]>otl«jm.” The (h‘rinans lost 
no time over tla*ir task, the narrator added. 
They <1 h 1 not mind uuarme<l fish(a*men, but 
they dn^ad<?d the app»‘araiict? of British 
destroy(*rs aiul armed trawlers and patrols. 

Submarine Billy ” had his w’oes cn)wra?d by 
being “ ga.s.sed ” by the fum(‘s of a bomb 
droppt‘tl from a Zi?p))(?lin whic h was hovering 
low’ in a thii'k lia/.c?. lb? was asked wdiat 
happeru‘d to the? boy. “ He was a splcaidid 
little? chap,” h*‘ aiisw’en?d. “ H<‘ had becai 
badly s(‘an‘d, but he? pullc?d U[», and in two or 
three? days weait to sea again.” 

” Weait to se‘a ag*iin.” ’^I'hat siimmcHl up 
the ordinary fislierman’s achiev(?me‘nf . And all 
the' time* he* mainfaine*d his inelomif able* optim- 
ism, and his re‘.solution n(?ve*r falt(‘n*d. He 
was furnishe'el with (*nicie*nt t<3ols, and knew 
precisely how' to use? the*m ; h(‘ had faith in his 
suj)e'riors anel a childlike trust in the? gemius 
that controlle‘d flit* Navy - and he was incur- 



PACKING HERRINGS. 




TfiK TIMI':s IllsTOHY Oh' I'HK 


I 


ohsoiiiv hiuiioiir w liii li chiUnI witli tli»‘ 
i.-ounigiaj" ri*fnnii : • 

“ ( shall ])(' liiL^aii ' 

.la, ja. .ja. ! " 

];,,t h«‘ had siilid I’rason lor tlir faith and 

.int’ort that \vc*rr Tn him, In'causr Ju‘ kuaw 
. (lat. was b(*in^ doia* ; then* was not for Jiiin 
iiMponet rahle \«'il wliich liid tho doinus of 
:ii- Na.vy iVoin the* anxious puhlic. lOxcrpt 
iMinnu-'t Ills ow Ji kind lu‘ soldoin ^^ok<‘ of what 
1,,. did and saw ; Ictti'rs from si'a. wen* ri^rjdiy 
, , ii^ond, aiul rij^htly so, hut it was known that 
,,,.t a h‘W (h‘rmans, ('spociall\ in tin* Noi-th 


isr> 

hr said, “an\wa\ r\t‘ry two nanths, thru 1 
^rl tour da\s. 1 ain uol min'.' sw I'rpin^, hut 
doiiii^ rs(*(H‘t wiii'k and patrol, and it's \ t'r\‘ 

ti'vinL* at timrs. 'riuai's somrthing UMH*r 

than haddoj-k'^ to pla\' ahout with now. hut I 
think wr can mauaiic them all i*ii;h(. ... I 
ha\(‘ just airi\t‘d in port, ha\ iui^ htaai waiting 
tor an «“>c()i*t toi* throe da\>, onl\' t«t hear that 
slic is sunlc. So hci‘«‘ I am at my hast* 

toi* J l hours' rt'^l , afti’r I'iuht days at 
•'^<*a. ll s a w.u’in plact* ht're, on this l‘]asl 

^ ‘►a'^t. W’l* liad ttiir (’hrislmas at j'ca. 

hut und(*r taiil\ t'ointoit ahli* circumst auct"^. 



MOCK ACCriON Oh MSH AT '^AKMOIUII. 


liad paid the final price as the result of 
"'‘‘‘aiim ‘ait* or moi’c Jirmed trawlers tu' patrol 
**"a1s. Str(*nu()us and succ«*ssful work wa-^ 
' l'>Uo ])y f tn‘ fi,sh(‘rmen au\iliai-ies, ( )ne skipper, 
hne. steady, n'lia.hlt* <*\ampl<‘ of his class, 
dio had (list inmiish<*d himself and i’ceei\'ed a 
' ll in(*rit(*d Jionour, said that two (l(‘rnian 
• hiiiarincs in a certain area Jiad suddenl\’ 
liown thcmsel\-es to two ai'iued trawlers 
’•I \try soon aftc'r the meetiiui I h(‘re was " ii 
""‘i/h ioh.'’ 

I la* winter work of the patroII(*rs was well 
■''Crih<»d hy the skipper o.f a craft on his 
^'*rn to liis base. “ J tr(*t hona* fairly (»ften," 


'The weather ^^as noi ,-,o had plejil> of rain, 
hut that don't hint llieold \oi‘(h S(*a ho\s,'’ 

A sweepei- who was hus\' in submarine 
infested an*a^ w l ote ; “ Our men w (‘r<* out and 

.'^ijihteil a suhmarinr, l)ut it canu* on to blow 
and t he\- had a. roiijih time of it. One drifter 
was almost lost throuLih a hea\’\' s(*a. comiiiL^ 
en hoard. W'e ha\'(‘ Im'I'u Nory busy with the 
submarines. W’e lia\e been at it ni^ht ainl 
da.\ and so hitter cold, too. One youn^i 
man coming ahoaril his ship — )t "was \’ery dark 
at the tina — h'U overboard and was drowned. 
"Idle ^lass is well down ; th<* sky looks \ (*rv had. 
Jt has ht‘en had times with us latt*ly no rest 
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wliilo those submarines are about. VV^e are on 
<leek in all weathers, cf>l(l and wet tlirough.” 

“ Wo havf; })(M‘a very busy with the sub- 
marines lately’' rtnofher swt'eper said, “and 



MINE SWEEPERS. 

'I'he trawlers work In pairs : the second vessel can 
he seen behind the funnel of the foremost ; a 
stronji cable is stretched between the two. 

tli(* w(‘atli<‘r lias been a\\ ful biul for our small 
era-ft. 'riiey sunk three steamers close lien*, 
and aff(‘rwanls it lilew \'ery Jiard and cold. 
Poor ft‘llows ! \\'<‘ managiHl to jiick up lla* 

three boats full ot* thi' cn‘ws. It- bh‘w a. h('a\ y 
gale of wind at Mh‘ tina‘. One hardly ex])ects 
a. ship to stand it. let al<jne a- small boat.” 


Another inin<»-sweeper said that <luriu). 
four sweeps he brought 12 mines to tin 
surface and explodofl them. “I have beei. 
out sweeping continually up to yesterday, ' 
he w(‘nt on, “ liut did not get anything, i 
believ<^ I ha\'t‘ cleared th^m away, but then 
might be a few misst'd ; anyhow, the next tiin» 
we shall swet'p east and west, to make certain 
— hav(^ done before tht^ swee[)ing ncjrth and 
south. 1 hav(* been at it every morning at 
.*1, finishing at .5 p.m. Last month, when 
nearly cfanpleting tlw' sweeping, I swej)!. up 
five mine's and <*aTne across five full potrc»l 
tanks, ('ach holding about t')! gallons or more, 
which appear(‘d as if they had been moond. 
r therefori' st*t to work by (k'stroying an<l sink- 
ing them.” 

The' lisht'rnc'n wi're not gfiod correspondents : 
fo some of them n'ading and writing wcit- 
unknown, but there wc're many, espc'cially of 
the youngi'r g(‘neration, wlio were able t-o put 
on record st orii's of ipiif't lieroism and resource- 
fulness. Kroni I h(' thiglisli (diannel, in th< 
spring of Ihlt). a. swc'cpi'r wrote saying: “ ^^■e 
hat^e lu'Iped to do a little good since we ha\e 
Ix'i'ii patrolling this part of the coast. Tliere 
are four siii|»s in our division, and W(' have 
sunk four mines this la.st month. . . . \\ e 

pickl'd up 2h hands off the sb'amship 

belonging to . ddie cri'W had just time 

lo get into the* liojits bi'fori' tlu^ st-i'amer sunk. 
When N\(‘ took them on boanl tlu'V founil out 
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MINE-SWKEPING TRAWLERS AT I.OWESTOEI. 


I lull tli«‘ <*{i|)taiii <111(1 fh(‘ s<‘c<»7ifl mate W(*n‘ 
not th('r(\ so wr 1aiiTM*]i<'(l our sinaU boat. 
1\\n of «)ur and myself went t(» look for 

tin- <‘}i))ta.in and ma.t(\ \Vo laid not ])iill(*d 
t.ir before w(‘ could lu‘ar them in the water, 
shout for liel|>. l*Iea.sed to let you know 
that we L^ot. them all ri^ht. 'IMiey were 
swiruMiiiiLT a.w a.y from the shij>, or <‘lse if they 
lia.(l not she would liavt* taken them down. 
J lieard tlu' explosion. I luul just turn<*d in 
in\' bunk. As soon as T ^ot on the deck th(‘ 
^«‘ss^‘l had be^un to sink. She was torpedoi'd 
by a (h'rman subma.rin('. Tt was a.l)out I) p.n... 
and t4‘*ttin^ dai’k. I was /zlad they wen* all 
'^a.\e<l and not one injunHl, F should think 
their poor w’ives and chilcin'ii would be j)iea.s('d 
V. fieii th(‘y ixot the news tliat all ha.nds w<‘j(* 

^a\ ed." 

Mie lisb(*rrnen\s roll of honour jjji’ew to an 
'^‘xtent which could lx* a.j)pr(*ciated only by a 
( lose stixly of the lists issued by tJie Adiniraltx' 
'>'<! puFilished hi extenso in The 'rhurs. On 
l^c'cinber ti, 1910, the Admiralty lists showcci 
that 27 fisherinon, second liands. d(*ck‘hands, 

' nuiriemon, trimmers, etc., had lieen killed ; 

1 were missing, believed killed; and 11 were 
!i losing. Tliere were also announced, thnn* 


days later, the na-m(‘s of no fewci* than se\'(‘7) 
.skipp(‘rs ainong'-l ,*» I naanl ollicers reported 
killed. .An olbcial publication containc'd in 
.bmiiaiN , MM 7, tin* namc*s of SO skip|)*‘rs n\1h» 
had bc*eu Uillcsl in action. 

.Manx of t he act s of here hm u w c*re not rec( aclec I, 
and it was onix’ oeea,.siomd ly that the public, 
through the* new spa pers. Ix'came awiu*e c»f the 
<MUi.sist(‘Jit ly c ouragtMiMs conduct of tJic* tishei* 
men. '^rhere x\as a tJrimsby fishing xc‘ss<‘l hc i- 
name* xxas not gixcai under x\ hose* kec'l a mine 
c'xploded. A hole x\ a,'^ ma.dc‘, in the* x esselh 
iuill, and tlx* little ciampc'd enginc*-i*o(un xvas 
fillc*d x\ith .'^ca.lding steaiu from thc‘ da.mii.ged 
boiler, while the >ea, rushc'd in and almost 
oX'c*rx\'helm(‘d her. 'ria* sit uat ion xx as ext remeix 
pc'rilotis. and called for promptest acti<»n and 
the highe.Nt courairt*. [loth were instantly at 
ha.nd. The chief engineca’, l‘\ 1^. Wilson, and 
tlx* second engincMa-, (’. I\. Kast , s(*t to x\ork tc» 
v:axc‘ beeth ship and life. W’ilson, reekli‘ss of 
the scalding steam and rush of sea, forcc-d his 
x\a.y into tlx* engirx* room and jrlugged, as best 
he c(»uld, the hole eausc*d by tlx* exphrsion ; 
XX bile Exist, although x iylently throxxii again.'-t. 
tlx* boil<*r by tlx* motion of the vc*ss(*I, “ loader 
Iris xxay to the lamker to save* lii^ hr(*man.”‘ 
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riiat is (o say, ht? in iho blindiiiir, 

soaldin^, darkt'nin^ atinosplu'rc^ what was 
notlunt^ morn than a la.rL((' steed box, crawled 
anrl dra‘^<j:(‘d hinisedf to tlie appalling litllt* leile 



CHIEF RNGINEEK F. F. WILSON, D.S.M. 

wliich was called a biinke'r, and save'd the* 
iitiprison(‘d stoker whose (diaiice of salvation 
si»emed liopek»ss. W hile tins was j^oin^ on 
a.notlier trawlta* nejir at hand, whi(*h had btsai 
miiK'd also, w'as sinking, and Iier crew' of sevcai 
we'n* in iiinnnu'iit peril. Tt- might well Inive 
bee'll that the', me'ii e>n the' othe*r shi|) thought 
t he'v had t heir ow n hands full, and ceaild <le) 
no meu’e ; but. that was ne)t the' North Seaway, 
it was iieit the lighting, ceinejue'ring sjiirit of the 
Deigger. In the' eild (lays, in the' de'adly gale's 
which lishers (aille'd “ smart bres'zes,’’ when a 
smack was Imve' deiwn or a boat e-ajisizc'd in 
beiareling lish, the smacksiiien fiaiel ne» thought 
to elange^r and they we'iit about the weirk of 
re'seue'. So now' the se'ce^nd Juind the mate* 
on Whlson's vessel toe>k in charge' tlu* launching 
of the* little' boat. VZ. IL (.h)e)derlia,m the'y 
calk'd him. He' got the* boat ove'rboard and 
tt)e)k it te) the otht*r miiu'd ti‘awk*r, which by 
this time was capsizing. ( Jeie)de*rha.m fe)iiizht 
his way into the very vortex, and theaigh the* 
sinking vt'sse'l w'as alnujst turning eompk'ti'ly 
o\'e*r em io his boat yet he* sa\'e‘d the* seve*n 
me'iube'rs e>f he'r crew : then he? strenuously 
}uilU'd out of the' death-embracing area. For 
the'*se acts of true heroism the eugine'crs w'e're* 
awiirded Distinguished S('rvie*(' Me*dals. while 
the se'e'emd hand was ‘‘highly eomme'iidcd for 


(‘xcopt ieinal braveay in cmergencios.” ddn* 
V^ictoria Creiss liad b(*en given feir less. Thi- 
case was merely ty])ical — there were very many 
like it, all areainel the* British eeiasts and hn 
atield. Many of tlie* acts we*re put on n'coi, | 
and oflicially a(dvnow'k?dge‘d ; but tlu'n* wear 
many others, just as spli'iidid, of which no 
word of [iraisc* could be* s[)e)ken e>r writte’ii, foi- 
tlie? dex'r.s had pe'rished in the* time* of thrii* 
achi(*ve‘m(‘nt . 

A tniwk*r wtis attacked and sunk by a suh- 
marine*. A fe*w memths late*r the* skippe'r went 
eitf in a drifter for the* night, tej take* the* ])lae'.> 
of a man whei was fe)rce^d te) re'inain ashejn*. 
'The drifter was bk)W n up ; })ut again t lie* skippe'r 
had the* geiexl fe>rtune' to e'se*ape'. He* was asked 
w hat he* t he>ughl. eef t he* matte*!*, and he answe're'el, 
“ '^riie'i’e^'s one* geiexl thing about, it- -you takr 
it calme*i* the se'cond time*!” 'J'hat wjis th*' 
s[)irit which, with rare* exc/ept ieuis. was shown 
by the tishe‘rme*n ; and the^ e'xce*pt ie)ns we re* 
mostly case's in wlue*h me'n's ne*rvous syste'ins 
had be*e*n se*rie)usly we*ake'ne‘d by in(*e*ssaj.i 
strain, '^riie* lishe*rnuin had nei cennjikiint t<> 
make* about the* ine*\ il eible* hazards ol‘ war ; In* 
bore the'm ])hik)S()phically, and whene*\e*r lie 
could de) SO he* speeke* a, geiexl w e)rd fe>r t he* cne'iiiN . 
The're* W'e*re* rtire* and ])re‘e*ie>us oe*ca.sie)ns em 
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whioli lie MAS to suy tliAt tho (ItTiiiAn In"' 

acted like a ge'ntk'inan. 

The' new' and heavy dange*rs which the w«-: 
had added to his life htul but little effect uix i 
the li.sherman, except to make him even nu>i* 
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♦‘luliiring than of old. llis ttoiirage susta^iod 
him in the darkest hours, his resourcefulness 
enablt^d him to conquer appareuitly hopeless 
<linicultii?s, and his f)ld-tim(‘ ways were not to 
bc' airifuidc^d c-xcept at heavy cost. His habit 
of closely c»xarnining and somewhat carelessly 
iiandling oddments that his trawl brought 



A CAPTURKD TOKPKUO. 

from Ihi^ d<*<‘p s<‘a cliuig to liim when extn'ine 
caution was essential ; Ik'ikm* sih'Ii tales as tliat 
of a <*rew who hauled on board a. mysterious 
object- ^^hich was believ<'d to b(' a mine, but 
was so hc'avily barna-eh'd as t.o nta-ke id<*ntity 
doubtful. A scraping of the barnacles to solve 
th(‘ mystfay n'sultc'd in the posting of the 
\'(‘ssel and tlie cnwv as missing. That, at any 
rate, was a tale oi the s<*a ; and there w« re 
many like it. 

TIu' old s|)irit of f]’(*ed«nn whi<‘h w ai.s little 
less than lawlessia'ss occasionai.lly reaisserted 
itself in individiuils. Such instances usually 
ciiUK' to light- by wai-y of the police r(»urts, lint 
oni' s[)ecial caisi* w ais nuidt‘ public, tiiroiigh the 
uu('\p«'(‘ti'd nu'dium (>f a-n Ifonours last, in the 
section " P<)lic<‘ M(‘da-ls : Service at Home aiul 
Abroa-d.” X'arious nuanbei’s of tin* police fc»rces 
a.nd tin* brigade's of the Ihiitx'd Kingdom were 
honourc'd, and a.mongst thfau was the follow ii:g : 
“Albert- lOtlward Hell, coiista-blr, [sir of Man 
t'onsta-bulary. A diainken skipper of a patrol 
boat <*ame ashon' at Jiamscy Harbour with 
two revolvers, ami la-nded four of Jiis crew' a.s 
armed sentri<*s. Me threa.tem*d v a.ri»ais pt'oplt*, 
tiiH'd tw’o shots, and tht'u aimt'd at om* of his 
crew'. The revolver missed tin', and whih' he 
was raising it ag»iin Hell rusla'd a.t hiin and 
took the revolver awa-y." 

Thi-i was an unusual instance af drunken 


folly ; it was reminiscent of the wild d<H*ds ot 
“ Paraffin tfack ” in the day.s of the old sailing 
fleets ; but there w ere many regrettable cast 
of insubordination and otlior wrongdoing du» 
to drink, as anyone .saw’ who caint^ into contact 
with the sw'eepers and fishermen on tin? vast 
stretch of coast-lino that provided bases. On 
the other hand the various religious and plnlan 
thropie agencies, working with the ellicit'nt 
‘Naval Chaplains’ Department, did much tn 
ameliorate the evil and to raise the tone of tlic 
l.arge bodies of men who wc're assembled at the 
ba.scs. 

At one important base a naval oflict'r wIh> 
wi.shed to makt' a spc'cial (‘tfort to accornmodnlc 



HHIFTRU BKINtMNt; FRESH FISH 
ALONGSIDE A WARSHIP. 

trawler ratings saw’ the military oflicer wlc 
was in eliargt* of certain buildings wdiieh inighi 
be available as temporary quarters. “ Thc\ 
shall not c'onu' liere if I ean lielp it," th* 
military ulVu’C'r declared, and on btnng pre.ssi d 
ft)r the rt'ason of his objection he replied tluU 
he luul been given to understand that the 
trawlermen were the refuse of the communit y . 
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(:leanin(; msh ior bhhakfast. 


.Mid \v<*F‘(' lost, to all s!*usc of (UscipliiK*. This 
\\ :i.s in tlu* carlior period of th(‘ war, the base was 
Ml a. region ^^ivatly frt‘( puMited |)y fislierinen ii» 
luu-iiial times, and near ii port \Nliieli liad bi*- 
coiiK' notorious by reason of its fishing popu- 
lation s doings; y(»t this ])ort gav'e lavishly of 
ii'i toilt'rs of tli(‘ deep and showed that they 
iiaTrly ne(’d('d help and gnidaneo to proxi* 
di(iusi*lv(\s as aiiK'iiable to diseipline as an\ 
iiuMiilx'rs of th(* l\oyal Xavy. 

One of the most, st.riking fe»\.tur<'s of tin* 
ail|liation of tPe tislK'rmc'n with the Xavy was 
>lw‘ improvement that took f)laee in directions 
Ml which advance seemed hopek'ss. 'The rigid 
'■'“^t rict ions of tlu* drink t raflic. undoubtedlx 
^'■'d nnudi to do with this sjif isfaetor>' result. 
Nothing tliat the ( h*rmans <‘ould <lo det«*rn*d 
'«■ va><t body <if fishermen from going to see 
‘I trying their luck, and it was (»})vious that 
’ for the Naval Ke*gulations there would 
•'o been skipjjers daring enough to go ovoi- 
'he (l(‘rmari coast itself. Not. even the 
ponaltic.s that were im.posed for infringe- 
of thorn kept fishermen away from pro- 
'Hod areas; and even after s(*vc‘re losses on 
It had been inflicted by enemy submarines 
persisted on getting out c»f bounds. In 


<*(>nnt‘xion with the actuu.l sinking of some 
(Jrimsby frawl(*rs in S(*i)t4*mb(‘r, HH(>, eleven 
ski|)pers w<‘n^ (diarg('d at the (trimsby lk)li<M‘ 
t’oiirf. wifli fisliing in prohihited waf(*rs. Tlu'v 
pleaded guilty, but. nrg(*d (hut flui orft*neo was 
miinf ent ion.-i.l. 'They were, howevM'r, s(‘\M‘rel\' 
punisli(‘d, for fines amounting to £.‘125 were 
imposed. Oiu* great t(*mptation to (‘nf(‘r pro- 
hibiti'd ni-(‘as was undoubtedly tlu* (*ag('rness 
to got fish, in \ i«‘W' of the excej)l ional ju’ices 
which ruled on tin* markets and the enormon.'^ 
incomes which it. was ])ossil)le for skippers and 

h«*r shan*-ha.nds 1 () malvM*. Jt was fr(‘(“ly staled 
ji.( the end of I *.M 0 t hat, t Icre w'ere skipp(*r.s who 
w<‘r«^ making from C5. ()()() to £(>,()()() a yc'ar : 
hut this was doul)tlt*ss aii exaggeration, al- 
though skippors were c(‘rtainly earning 
i»H*ouies which went wrii into four tigun*s 
sf (*rling. 

'Phe ])i‘f ispcrity id' some of the tishing <M>m- 
paiiics was shown by tlu* faict that one of tlu*m 
was able to sub>-cril)c tKMhOOO to the great 
W ar boan in Ft bruaiy, H)17 ; and skippers who 
had hc<-omc atllucnt investe<l large sums in flu* 
Loam During the war, as in time .)f peace, 
th(*r(* I'xisted the good and ill hiek that are 
insepnrahle from fLliitig, for while some mt*u 



THE (JRAVH OF A " U ” BOAT. 

I he tell-tale patch on ^he surtacc which mark!> the soot where a »(uhmarine was destroyed 
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, aped fortunes there were others to whom fin* 

I ,!t('rpriso meant lieavy or complete Joss. 

In spite of the losses which liad been sustained 
ilnM-e was not tJiat aflvauco in the price of 
ti-liint? vessels winch had been anticipated, 
ili.miyli tJie increase both in cost of production 
.ni l in the value of second-hand craft was very 
, ,„i^id(*rable. The sum of £e>,o00 was askecl 
i,,r an iron trawler nearly 27 years ohl ; a 
^mall vessel, a 2(>-yi*ar old trawler, changed 
hnnds at the reported j)ri(*e of £10,71M'», a 
ivMiarkable s\m\ in view of th(‘ fact that eveii 
that- <inu* a first-class Xortli Sea trawh'r 
lul l hiMMi launclied at a cost of £10,000, and 
\i-.s(‘ls which had been previously contractetl 
i«tr were only about 3.7 per cent, abovt* pre-war 
(jiinial ions. Vet with hi^jjh jirices like these 
In pay it was possible to operate with ^n^at 
xiiccrss. Allied nations were in tlu' sanu* posi- 
iinn a^ the British, an<l heavy prices had to Im‘ 
p.iid tor fishinp: craft. The .Japanes(‘-ownetl 
scr(‘w trawler Kaiko Marii, built at Osaka 
in 101 1, was sold to Freneh buy(‘rs for £13,000. 

No ollieial details were j;iva*n as to t he number 
nl livi'-4 which had been saved in v^arious ways 
hy lislii*rmc‘n who were serving in s\va‘op<*rs 
iind pat I'ollers ; but reports sho\v(‘d that- the 
mnnher was vrvy great and embraeefl n\s<*ues 
tnun ships of (‘very sort, and nation.dity. 
rh»‘ Mediterranean was frecpKaitly mentioned 
. 1 '' tlu* sph(*re of mncli of this qiii(‘t h<‘roism, 

I display for whicli the tisherinan’s training 
pi'fiilierly well fitted him, for ho was accustouK'd 
prompt action in boat wori<, and iu'avy 
-IMS in small craft had ikj tiH'rors for him. 

of his existiMice had betai sptait in a. vesstd 
<'\i‘r th(‘ low rail of which tla^ sea could a-hnosl 
l(ni(‘h(*d with tlu^ hand ; lii^ had b(‘(*n in th«‘ 
liahii of “ Ihrowinu: ’ his boat overl^oard, 
T'linhliiig int f) it and hurrjdng off in Xortli Sea 
^*’'^hinii, standing to his rowing, one man facing 
• erwMi-il, one man facii»g aft, the better to meet 
ilu> uiKM^rtain seas; and it was this readiness 
em(‘rgoiu*ies, this celerity in action, that 
' n d)l(*fl him to say, as one skip|K*r, writing 
•'"ill a. Mt^diterranoan base, did say, that within 
•eiparativcly brief period ih(^ trawh'rs l»ad 
^ n I'd many lives. Many of these were soldiers : 
'e.iiiy were women and children. 

f )uc ot the finest acliievtanents of the trawl(*rs 
die Mediterranean was in coniK'xion with 
di' ‘ owurdly torpedoing of the Arabia, refemui 
“» tlie preceding chapter. According to the 
•* *'«Jiralty account all the passengers wert^ 

1 hy various vessels which w(‘re diverted 


to the sci^iie of the disastin*. Amongst those 
vixssels \\'(‘ri^ s(‘vx'ral trawlers, whose crows s(*t. 
instantly to work to savi^ the Arabia’.s t)copI(', 
<’sj)(*(*ially the wouii'ii and childrt'ii. A cor- 
respondent of Tho 777//C.V teh'gra-tjhed on Novem- 
ber 13 from Marseille's a. story which had Ix^c ii 
told to him hy ]\Ir. Brent ic(*, of tlu^ .Indian (7\ il 
Service*, ddiat little' nai'rative* re'V’ca-le'd some'- 
thiiig of the re'.scniiig t ra.^^•le•l‘s’ fine^ work: 
‘"I Itimate'ly 1 was put aboard a trawlci* on 
which W('re‘ about Ififi l■('sclll‘d. AW' se't off in 
a calm se*a for Malta, 270 mile'.s emay 'The 
first tenv hours we'iv hy no means miple'jisant. 



H.M. MINE SWEEPERS' RIBBON 
Of which the men are justifiably proud. 

bill a-fte'r nightfall the sea gn'w rough. Kverv 
wave' swe'pt the' Irawh'i* from ste'in to stt'rn. 
We* ha-d lew v\i’aps, and luost ot us lay with 
dre'iiehe'd clothes till w*' I'ca-elu'd .Malta. .1 hey 
wt've* 37 hours of utfe i* mist'ry On the fii.sl 
afteruoeai tin* en'u ‘'f the* trawle*r ga.ve^ us a 
good iiK'al of stc'W. I)iil that exhausted their 
siipplie's, and from thaf moment we^ subsistcel 
on ship's liiscuifs. More than half thee sur- 
vivors on the* trawlers weTee wcane'ii and 
children.’' 

W'oiulrous fisli yarns we*rc related in corincfx- 
ioii with the war at sea, and even more' astonish- 
ing than some^ of the wildest works of fiction 
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SCENE IN THE FISH DOCK AT HULI 


\\itli \N Inch the (Miciny wt^rc 
1 'Ih‘ story of n iv'iiuirkahlo incident 
found its way across th(‘ North Sea from SuIcmi, 
n Nil* the entrance to the 'rrondhjcMii Kjord. 
Som<* fishermen secur(‘(l a wotxlen box, which 
they saw floating on t h(' st'a, and on openinif 
it tiu'y found a tin l)o\ ('ontaininjjj a fish, d'he 
fisli suddenly b(*^ m to burn and emit a sul- 
phurous snudl, when'll poll the* men, unnerv'i'd 
by t ht* astoundinji p(*rformantM* of t fie o<*cupant 
of this rival to Pandora's box, hurled it back 
into the wati'r. When this was done tlu* un- 
frii'iidly fish t'xploded and Haines shot up trom 
it to a tn'inendous hi'i^ht. ddie fishing-boat 
was nt'arly capsized, her lioaf was smashed to 
atoms and hi'i* lanterns wen' destroyi'd, while 
OIK* man w as nt'arly killed, ddie narrator addl'd 
that th(' n*fj:ion wht're this t>eeurred was inft'sted 
with mines, so that fisheriiK'n wi'n* almost 
afraid to go to s(*a . 

Snell was tiu* storx', a’l I, striking though it 
was, yi't it was not impT’olKibh* in view' ot the 
avowi'd deti'rminat ion of tin* "brave < Jerman 
hearts" to sweep the fishers from the seas, 
and the "frightfulness" of (Jernian I'homists 
who, in connexion with the war, liad gained a 
notorii't x w hich was as unsavoury as some of 
thi'ir scit'Titific products. 

The special efYorts whieli had fieen mad<’ to 
alleviate the liardships of fisliermen prisoners 
of war in (lermany were I'ontinut'd with un- 


abated energy. As time on it became 

iK'cc'ssary to take stc'ps to avoid ov'erlappim: 
in w'ork reiuting to these ca])tiv('S, and accord- 
ingly tfie ( lox't'i’nmi'nt- dei'ided that as from 
J^t'cemfier b IHlti, all ])ar('('ls of food must he 
transmitted to prisoni'i's in (Ji'rmany throiigli 
a reeognizc'd association, dda* Royal Xatioail 
Mission to I )et'p Sea Kish(*rm(*n was the socict\ 
ri'Cognized fiy tiic' ( lov iTiinK'nt tor ministerin- 
to the nei'ds of fishermt'n prisoners of war. aril 
no otlier association or private indiviihial w e 
permitted to send ])a.rcels of food e\er|)i 
through the .Mission That soek'ty had tor 
c'onsiilerable p *riod paid closi* atf<‘nfion !<» d“' 
iK't'ds of these unfortunate iiK'n and laib, t“ 
I'acli of whom, w'et'kly, was dispateh(‘d a parcel 
of food from the (drimsby Institute, under ili'‘ 
direction of Miss XTewiiham. The parcel 
of the value of os., and was often accompeai' d 
by l)oots anrl i lothing and gifts of toba • <). 
During I If Hi no fewer than lt),(>7o p.u<eb 
were sent to prisoners, and so grt>at became iti' 
(‘alls upon tills spe(*ial fund that a prelimio 
('xpendi t un* of £40 a w’t'i'k ros *, at tla* cii i 
t he year, 1 nearly £ I OU a w e('k, and was stt a > 
grow ing. It spokt' w'cll for tin* i'ltt'n'st <>1 ’ 
pulilic in the imprisi^ned fisheruK'n that 
special fund w as maintaini'd entirely irres))c« ' 
of the ordinary support which was gi\'ci- 
religious and philanthropic w'ork amoi 
tisheriiK'n. Jt w'as undoubti'dly these 


1 H Fj 1 1 M hs II Is Toil Y ( )F Till' 


WAll. 


] 1>5 


tood tvad clotliiii" whioli k<^j)t tlir fislK inuMi 
^var healthy and coulributed to 
1 1 comfort and happiness ; «^‘d there was 

.,,iinla!it evidenee from the nien that witliout 
tu tla*y would have sufft^red sc'vi‘r#'Iy or 
a!to^('tlic‘r. WHiile these spei-ial idTorts 


eiMitaet with sweepers and patiolleis. Abroad, 
as well as at home, many vo uiitary workers 
interested tbemselvis in fishermen who had 
joint'd (he Xa\'v, many of whom w’cim absent 
ft»r long (lerioils w it hont leave. In Koine ladit's 
look in hand ( lu' eases of X,»rlh Sea and other 



EXPLODING A BOMB DKOPPEl) ON A SUBMARINE. 


homh 

It 


has been dropped from a fast patrol vessel which has cliaseJ and overtaken the siihm:irine. 
explodes beneath the water at a depth which can be regulated. 'fhe photoftraph 
shows the wake of the patrol vessel in the foreground. 


' " h ill ol prisoners w(‘r<i being made, a v»'ry 
orlv ainoFigst fisherm(*n ashort' was ]>eing 
■ at voluntary help being given on tlu? 
^ oast by Aliss Klizaheth Cooper, w'hr> laid 
'|)j>ort and encouragement of prominent 
oflicors wdio were brought much into 


fishermen who hod been Jib.'^ent from fheir 
h<»m<‘S foi* 1 H mont 1 h 

At tli<* numy bases around (he coasts th(‘re. 
ea.me info exisfenee various soeiid organizations 
j)romo(ed b\^ swe^epers and patrollers and tli'di* 
friends, which w(‘re the direct, outcome of thf' 
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A QUIET MOMENT ON BOARD A TRAWLER. 


war, aii'l wero in k(‘t‘j)in^ with the new and 
improved xjosition in which the deep sea toiler 
found himself. Tlu'n* were skippers’ clubs and 
<‘hibs for lower ratings, and tlie estabiishmenl 
of theses n'lidezvous, when they were of the right 
and helpful .sort, was ollicially eiuH)urage<l, and 
many of tluan proved biMieticial to men who 
Avc'H' far from th(‘ir familit*s for long p(‘riods. 
In numerous instaiuu's j)rosperous skippers 
who were employed in fishing, an<! skippers and 
otlier men who were sweeping and |)atroIling, 
moved with theu* wiv(‘s and families to tlieir 
ba.si‘s, and in this way helped to inakt? the 
conditions of war more tolerable. 


(Ireat almost incredible, social changes m 
the fishing community and in fishing mctli Mh 
had been brought about by the wai,and it 
obvious to students of the hshing eiilerpn^i 
that some of these cha.?»ges wtTc merely fon- 
runncTv of far-reaching alterationri that wou’il 
be inevitable when the war was ovea*. Ahn 
had doveloj)ed a wider and more comprehemiinu 
outlook, and it was improbable that they would 
ever return to the old conditions wiiich governe I 
the conduct of the industry. es|)eciaily ni ili* 
Beets. The war had severely penalizc*d tli 
fisherman’ but it had brought him into lii:^ 
own in the way of public recognition and rtiuani 


CHAPTER CEXXIII. 


THE 

RUMANIAN CAMPAIGN OF 1916: 
(I). TRANSYLVANIA. 

Tnr: Stuatkgtc Position on Rumania's Kntuv into thk War Hkh Akmiks Thkiii I’t.an 


OF PaMPATON . I KUMANIAN AllVANUIC INT 

Dobrudja ; Stoppj^d on the Rashov a-'Fuzla 
I’heir CoiTNTiOK-OprENsivp:— T he Battles X( 
sTAOT — 1 'he Rp:treat OP' THE Kikst Rumania> 
THE Passes South of IvRoNsTAirr- 'Phe Be'I’ 
J^oRDEH The Charauter oe the Ruma: 
Pkkjhtkui.ness. 

R r.MANFA'S intcTvoiition in (lio war 
was a historic nece'ssity ; (‘Visits 
were (o }irovo tliat her entry on 
Anjj;iist 27, 11) U», was a iiiilitary 

hlniid(T. mlditional iiuinhor of ni(*n that 

Knuuinia brought to tli(‘ Allies vvas not pro- 
portionates to the new ('xtensiou of the l)attl(‘ 
line, lli'r (*ntry into the war implied an 
extension of the Kastem front by about 750 
miles ; its length was ]iraetieally doubled. A 
lengthening of the front as a rule benefits the 
-ide with which lies the initiative. Jhit, from 
the middle <.)f August, I DR), tlie Russians liad 
h(‘eii gradually losing the siiperi(.)rity wliieh tluw 
lijul <»stablished during the preceding two 
montlis hy th(^ end of August the strategic 
initiative was no longiT with tliem. Meaii- 
in (Ireeee th(^ deadlock continued, and 
^'itli it the immobility of the Alli(*s with re- 
-ard to Bulgaria. J^ninania received com- 
paratively little support in the first stagixs ot 
campaign ; on the other hand, Ihi^ enemy 
,"»ov€*d able to raise greater numbers of men, 
aid to raise theiiLmore cjuickly than had been 
nerally expected. 

In tJiis war of straight, continuiBis lira's, the 
' •‘^ition on the frontiers of Rumania could 
^ "1. XI — Part 130. 


■o I RANSVLVAMA IHE I^NEMV A DVANUE IN THE 

Front D'he Berman Forces in TKANs^ lvania 

II OF THE V'ri.CAN Pass AND BoUND HeRMANN- 

\RAn 'Fhe Retreat of the Second Aumv' to 
AT OF the FoI RTH AkMV TO THE MOLDAVIAN 
\N (><‘Cl PA'IION OF '^RA^S^ L\ ANI A FnEMV 


not [lossihly have r(*mn.iiu'd on<* of (W’cn halanec. 
South of the .lahlonitsa Pass wlu're th(‘ 
Russiiin battle line touehi'd tlu' Carpathians 
the Fjist(‘rn front presiaitisl a fantastic outline. 
Transylvania foriia'd a vast (‘iiemy salii'iit' 
hetween south-easti^rn (Jalicia, the Bukovina 
(both und<‘r Russian oeeu]>atien) and Moldavia 
in th(* mirth (‘ast, and W'allaehia in the south, 
thc'se two fronts (‘iiclosing 'rransylvania like 
tlu' arms of an angl(‘ of about Ot)'. But ('ven 
more p(*euliar was tlu’ position of VVallaehia. 
Tt found its(*lf eompleti'ly sandwiched in 
hetween Transylvania and Bulgaria; it (‘utiTS 
like a d(‘e|) inland hay lietwei'ii tliesi* two 
<*ountries, tin* opposite' sliores facing <‘aeh 
other on long paralh'l lines. Bulgaria itself 
was in tiu'n sandwic'hed in lietwi'i ii Rumania 
and th(* Salonika, armies, thi'('atem(l by the 
possibility of a Russian invasion from the 
Dobrudja, and of an advariee of t)ie Allies from 
their .Kg(‘aii base. 

This systi'in of stratitied fronts and infer- 
sandw iehed helligt'rent count rii's (*ould not 
pos.sibly have continued for long. The straiglit, 
sliort line had to hr regaim'd eitlier hy an 
allied svvt'cp through Transylvania, Bulgaria, 
and Serliia, or liy an enemy swei'p through 



198 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 



DORNA VATRA: THE MARKET SQUARE. 


Wallarfiia. Tt was a .shortoning of tho front 
in tho sonso favonrahlo to the enorny that 
was tho result of tho Ruinanian campaign of 
11)1(5. Tho lino rc*a(?h('d by tho troops of tho 
(Central I^owors in tho beginning of January, 
1917, was practically an oxtcmsion across 
Rumania of tho ('^arjiathian front in Clalicia 
and tlKJ Jhikovdna, along which the Armies of 
Russia and of tho CVntral Rowers had been 
facing each other over since duly, 1910. The 
now bat tie- lino across Rumania, from Dorna 
Vatra to tho moutlis (»f tho Uanubo, was only 
about ono-third tho longdi of tlio front wliicli 
Rumania had originally addtMl on her entry into 
the war. 

It wiks certain from the very outset that the 
Rumanian campaign wouhl become a moving 
battle. NoithcT side disposed of anything like 
the number of troops required for holding the 
line of August 28, 191(i, as a continuous front. 
The battle had to move and just as licpiids 
tend towards tin' lev'ol, so the weaker side in a 
modern campaign setdvs, when driven into tlio 
o[H*n, the shortt'st possible line on which to 
n'gain a stalde balance. As against all the 
dfMul-locks and immovable fronts, at last a 
eh'ar Htdd could have been opened here for an 
Allied advance, for a seeking of new short 
fronts at the enemy’s t'xpense. That the field 
should have been opened at a most inoppor- 
tune moment was the tragic blunder of the 
Rumanian campaign. It might have been 
foreseen that the enemy would concontrat-e all 
his available forces for an invasion of Rumania ; 
indeed, he had no choice in the matter, and 
could not possibly have rested satisfied with 


merely holding his own frontier. Quite apart 
from eonquast and booty, it was for him a 
question of strategic security and of attaining 
an easily defensible short line on this front 
for the future'. Ibit if the Rumanians were to 
meet in an open battle ( lennan Armies, even 
approximately equal in numbers, they were 
bound to find themsedvt^s labouring under most 
serious disadvantage's. 

The modern system of entrenchments has 
its origin in i\iO> need of cover against the 
immense destructive pow€‘r of modern wcapt)ns. 
ft stands to reason that the more elaborate the 
defensive system the easier it is to withstand a 
su])eriority of armament. But Rumania, v('ry 
inferior to tho (’entral Rt)wors in artillery, 
machine-guns, aviation and all the necessary 
technical e([uipment, had to fight a moving 
battle. Further, leadersliip and (»rganization 
count for more in strategic advances and re- 
treats than in statiomiry trench warfare. There 
is .seldom time to retrieve blunders wfiere big 
strategic movements take place. Battles are 
decisive and rallies are diflieult. But Rumania 
entered the war under untried leaders, and 
with an untried organization ; generals who had 
never seen actual warfare, except perhai>s as 
youths some 40 years before, had to meet 
the best leaders that the experience and selec- 
tion of two year.s of \\ arfare had put at the head 
of the (Jerman war-machine. It w’tus not 
until Rumania’s position hod become extremely 
grave, and for the time being even irretrievable, 
that Russian Generals and French staff officers 
were conceded a leading part in the carnp€ugn. 

Jn August, 1916, the Rumanian front fell 
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into three marked divisions. From Dorna 
Vatra, in the comer between Aiistria, Hungary, 
find Rumania, to Orsova, near the meeting 
))oint of Serbia, Hungary and Rumania, 
t Ktended on a stretch of about :^80 mih s 
t}ie Inoimtainous Transylvanian front. From 
Orsova to a point sojne 10 miles west of Tii<- 
rakan, tho Danube intervened on a fivmt of 
about 270 miles between the opposing forces. 
Lastly, between tho Danube and the Black 
Si‘a supervened again a dry frontier, sc'para'ting 
for a distance of about 100 miles the Kumanian 
province of the Dobrmlja from Bulgaria. It 
could be regarded as certain that, at least in the 
first i)hase of tho hostilities, the line of the 
Danube would not become th(' sccmic of a.nv 


army disposing of modern engineering re- 
sources, and there is no rix er whicli could be 
directly defended on a stretch of 270 miles 
unless very considerable? forces were detailed 
for that task. Yet on tlie frontier la^tween 
Rumania and Bulgaria the indirect means of 
dehmee wen* such as to exclude from the very 
outset an attempt on either side to open 
l»t)stilitics across the Danubi*. Why should 
the' Rumanians havt' gone to tht* troulde 
ami taken tho risk of crossing the rivt'r wliere 
their boats or pontoons would soon have come 
under Imstilc' fin*, when they lm,d at their 
disposal the safe? river-cn»ssings of Tutrakan 
and Silistria. and the great railway bridge* of 
Dernavoda.. with both banks safely jii their 



A RUMANIAN FIELD UUN. 


serious operations. Below the froii (iat<*s of 
Orsova tho river broadens to an average width 
of almost a mile and attains a de]itli of It) to 
15 feet. It flows through a flat, lo\^’ -lying 
valley varying from two to eight miles in 
width, and subject to fre(|ucnt inundations. 
On tho northern — i.c., the Rumanian sidi - - 
the Danube i.s lined by a long string of lak« s 
and marshes, which break up the flat clay 
surface of the valley and imi>ede the access to 
the river. The southern bank rises on almost, 
the entire stretch steep above the river, forming 
rocky cliffs, from which the Bulgarian and 
tierman artillery could dominate the approaches 
from the opposite side. There is, of course, 
uo river which could not be crossed by an 


poss(*s.sioii ? In fact, tJjc Dohriidja. was for 
Rumania the bridge.h«*a(l leading into lUil- 
garia. On the othc?r hand Bulgaria, although 
she held a dominating ])osition cm the banks 
f»f the Danube, could not havt? risked an invasion, 
f»f Rumania across th*‘ riv'or, as long fvs th ^ 
Hank and rear of the attacking for<?c? were 
exposed to a count <T-offensive from the 
Dobnidja. Hc*nec?, in August, 11) IH, of thr 
three divisions of the Ruinaniaii frontier, 
only two counted for purpose's of active war- 
fare ; there were only two theatre's of war * 
Transylvania and the Dobnidja. 

In either theatre Rumania required a siic- 
ce.ssful offensive to establish a balance in the 
strategic position. In this war of railway 
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ON THE RUMANIAN FRONT. 
A priest with the advanced line. . 



RUMANIANS ON THE MARCH IN THE CARPATHIANS. 
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ni.wnamvros Rumania ‘ found herself* iindor a 
, rious *disadvatitage oh. either front. Along 
,,.'>ro than jthree-fourths of the Transylvanian 
b Kiiidary the enemy* disposed of aT%exoc‘Uont 
Intend railway running* p^allel to it, at a 
distance which seldom e^fceed^ 25 miles. 
In Moldavia the lateral railw;ay on which the 
Kurnanian annips had to rely ran nioro than 
nO miles east of the frontier. ’"‘Tn Wallachia 
eMst of IMoeshti, * they had practically no 
la-ttM’al railway at their disposal — except .the 
liiain railway from Bukarest to CraioVa which 
mils through the coAtre Of Wallachia and marks 
a line, resembling the path of. St. Paul “when 
^ho vfinds wore contrary.’* To give . but *000 
rxiunple, w’hich, it is true, shows^.the po.sition^ 
•at. its worst: the journey , from tlio Tdmds . 

I 'ass to the Hod Tower Pass, if made On the 
'IVansylvanian sido> took one ovc^r some 
SO miles of rail ; the same journey*, if made by 
the Huinaniaii railway, took one ovt'r a.clistanee 
of ivlimit.' 270 -miles! Though not quite as 
hail, the discrepancy was yet Very great also. 

. with* regard to mbvemefnts as between* all the 
other pjvsses.* What this meant from the* 
strategic point of view in a war in which the 
i^ntire line of the frontier could not bo held for 
lack of forces, does not require elaboration. 

, In fact; Rumania had never prefiared for a 
war agiiinst Hungary. J3uring the* 

last .‘10 years of ICing. Charleses resign, t he Count ry 
had, practically remained under the patronage 
of Austrians and Oennans. It , was they who 
’ had planpdd arjd built its railw^ays. And 
althougli much of the course taken by the 
Kumimian railways was due to the eonfiguratiim 
hf* the ground^ verfr . different in Kuiuania 
from what* it is on thp TransylV 9 .iHan side*, 
yet had the Rumanian railw^ays }>een .In lilt 
•'witli a view to war,* as were those of Hungary, 
many, inconveniences might have been avoided, 
wliich counted most heavdly against our new 
Allii's in the campaign of 191G.* 

.. If it’ is right to descr^lfo the Dobrudji^ as 
Kiimariian bridge-head i^gaipst Bulgaria, one 
must a&d'that,'in lOljB, it was one of which 
the construction had not .been completed.^ 
In 1913, as a result of the Second Balkan War,, 
the frontier between the two countries had 
been rfshiftod by some 25 to 30 mil.e.s to the 
"Ovith-we^ti; Before the change' the frontier 
mii closer to the Rumanian railway leading 
from Cemavoda to Constanza than to the* 
Bulgarian rdilway jebnnecting Rustehuk with 
Vama, * But now. the distance between - the. 


Rumanian railway and th«^ frontier. had become 
very oonsidorable. Under the new conditions 
it woukl, therefore, hanlly have been possible 
for f.ljn HuiAanians* to hav^er taken up * an 
expectant defensive position^ aloiTg thi' new 
fi;ontier. Tt is true th(\y luul at their disposal 
the ne.w railway from Megidia to Jlohri.tch. 
But in the way of lateral e.oininiinieuttiins 
they had iiothi’ng to puf against the Bulgarian • 
line, now only about 15 to 20 miles distant 
from the frontier. Had the Ruinanians openeil 
the. ‘campaign by a vigorous atlyance againi»(> 
Bulgaria, the possession of the so-c*\lled New- 
Ilobrudja might* have proved of considerable ' 
value— it placed the RuinaniaA armies within 
striking .dlstaneo of the railway system of* 
North- Kiistern Bulgaria. The ‘main. ‘centres * 
of that system were * no farlhev from the 
frontier than . Sillsl ria. But, if the defensive 
was choseh on* this *frojit., the newly ttequired 
ground was dead weight.' '^fhe (h^rman.'^ de- 
.-‘•crihiMl ‘I'utrakau and Silistria by the grandil- 
(xpient name of tirst-elass hridge-heiids. As a, 
matter of fact they were nothing of the kind.; 
there were no bridges at- all across the’ Danulxi 
at those places. Thesi? were towns olTori^V^ 
convenient conditions for a crossing of the • 
river by boats or pontoons, and Juki they been, 
properly furtllied,* they; might have ^ proviid 
• .of .soipe valne. .But in reality .their fortitiea- 
tions .wc^re practically \|se|ess* against heavy 
artillery. Once Tutrakan atel Silistria were 
attacked . by superior forces, t here was lit tle, 
chance of holding I'itlier ])lac<*. But I hose in- 
herent diniciilties of a defensive war^a^e in Hie 
Dohriidja do not seem to have been properly 
guarded against.’ 1'hero is little, if any, excuse ‘ 
for tlie dispositibri'of tlie Rumanian forces on 
the •vulnerable Dolirudja .frontier on the 
.outbreak of the war. , 

The Rumaniarrs ^were Ihroiiglidut deeidisl 
in favour of an .advance into Transylvania, 
No doubt in this doci?iion sentiiuentai motives 
eountetl lor ver\^ miieli, just as they .hac’l 
eounted for much in f>ie original French advance 
into Alsaeo.- Lorraine, in August,* 19 14. The war 
.•* for Transylvania was Rumania's* own war. 
Her eyes wi^ri^ fixed o’n Trarisylvafiiiv, the 
home of the Ruman race* tbc land of its his- 
toric traditions. “ (ktrpathes \sonl' notnt 

hisfoirct” w^ote oni3 of Vlie greatest Humanian 
stati/snien, “ /c.9 Carpathes sont'le herccau (Li 
noire race.''* Every peasant soldier on enterfng 
Transylvamia; wheil groet€?d in his own tongue 
by hi’s couniTyinen, froin over’ the boijdert 




RUMANIAN TROOPS AWAITING THE ORDER TO ADVANCE. 


foiild U!i*n.s|» (lir lull MMMiiiutr of lli<‘ Will* fur 
iuii iiiid naliuiNil um‘t\. fi*oiii tin* 

point nf \ic\\ ||i(‘r<‘ w ii.,s nior«‘ to hr 

^ii.id in hiA’uiirnt that <l<‘ri>ion iliaii w iisuii.lK' 
a,iliiiit t('(l imiiK'dial riy a.ftrr lh<> pla.n Juul 
f.idrd. 'rhr I iUiiiaiiia.n I lrad(|uartrrs must 
ha\r l(»ok(Hl with i ni's^ix in^^s iil, tiu* rrniral 
p<»si(ioii of d’ra.ns\d\ iuiia. jind its nuii!:iuli<‘rnl. 
raihva.\^ sy.striu. If this naiiiiiiird ' in thr 
hands of thr rnrm\% how could thr lluiaanian.- 
present- an iusasioji ol tJirir own <*ountrv uhrn 
oner thr riu*my had romrid rat rd sullirirnt 
foi-rrs V |p,^v rouhl t ht\v <-srap(^ defeat with 
their a.riuies seattered in the many pa.sses, 
and t h(* ditterent- d(*t a-ehnu'iits isolated and 
imm<d)ili/.<‘d for lack of ])roper lateral <*om- 
rnunieations in tlu'ir n'ar V .^loreoVt’r. the 
<Ii*t<'ne(' of a. mountain-rai)^e is by no means an 
«'a.sy ta.sk. ‘‘ W here a goa.l- i*an ped tlirou^h, a. 
soklier caTi," was a. sayine of Frederick t la* 
(u’t'a.l ; a.nd nowadass tlie s(_)ldier ea.n ea 4 *i*\' 
with him a. maehim*-^un, I In' most <Ieadls' 
w ea.p(ni , tor enlila-din^ positions. Thc*re is 
ha-nlly aj)ass w hic h ejinnot be tnriif'd. J\*ople 
seem to n*mem>>t‘v liow svith a handful of 
comrade's LaT'Oiiidas helcj up saist liosi"^ in ‘the 
'rhermopyhe, ]>ut t lies' for^c't the* rest of the 
s'fory ; Jiosv I hi* Spartjwis sueeumlx'd becimsc* 
there -sverc' not enouo:h of tlieni to hold all 
Fie approaches of th<* pass. And on t la* 
Irc^iAtii'i* ol Uugia.nia ami ’^ri’a-iisslsa-nia- tiu' 


numiM'r of irood, eons eni(‘nt passi*s is enornioii -. 
It svas, therc'fore, but natural and justified, 
es en from the st rat «‘^iea) point c^f s iews , tli.it 
the lluma.nia.ns ssishc'd to ta.k<‘ full adsanlaL’t 
of the initiative a.nd to sc'curc' in Tra.nss'ls ani.i 
a- m<»n* (hdensibk* ])osition Ix'forc* t hc'y laid 
a /ainst I hc'm a.ns' sc'rious ('iiemy forces. V'lnalls 
a Liras <* j)oUtieal miscalculation (h'teiniimd tin 
<*ours<* of F. umanian military a.ctipn. Tin 
ltunia.uia.n ( h»s’ernm(‘nt sec'ius to ha.S'e eon 
siderc'il it, [lossibh* to confine* the* s\ ilr to tin 
out* front on sslii<*h J xiima.nitTjV eessn sit;il 
iutere'sts ssere* (‘oncerue'd. Th(*y thoii^dit it 
])ossibte to avoid s\ a.r svith Dul^aria. 1’he \' 
cis errated the fi*(‘e'dom of a.ctie'vn of sv hate's e r 
inde'pendenf- e'k'na'uts t he're' ha-d r(*nia.ine'd in 
Huli^aria, and they did not- st'e* through the 
slupli<*ity of the* Sofia Court and ( Josa'rnme'TH . 
The* politic'al premisf^^ on ss hich the* plan "i 
the Kumanian eainpaign ssas drafted e'on- 
taiiK'tl, tliercfem*, grave elements of error. 

At the* opening eif l*)l4 the' l^iunimiaii Arne 
consist <‘il of fise^ auany corps, a-nd tsvo etisalr^ 
dis isions. Kaeh army corps s\*as compelled " 
tss o elis'isions of t he liiu' aue.! enie rt*scrs'(? tlis ision 
'I'he total lightijig strcnu:th eif tlie Kninaiiiai 
Arms' ssas <‘st imate'e I at liotkOOd ri/tes; ISd'it''' 
.''ahres, tiOt) mode'ru and 2<M> old(‘r tield guns an<i 
lioss it /.crs, and .‘lOtl machine*. g4rns. ))ni*uig tlie 
first two yiau’s of the.* J*hire)pean war tlie nuiuhe'j 
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},.* KniniMiinii. Army w ( iv ahouf duuMrd. 

I iiw-rrase was, luU\(‘v<*r, I'ly no moans a 

I ^ 

, . . oaiii, for it moaiit also a- dilution of skiUoil 
-. .and tocIinica-V rosourcos. Tlu' ^'irolo t>f 
, .1, iiloil iiiou is vory narrow in Rumania, 
i it was iK'tt jiossihio to (Mtla.r{j:(‘ tlio si/.o in 
jl,, !nilitary cafrcs to almost dnai])lo thoir 
|,i. \i(ins si/A’ witlioiit loworin^^* oOnsidt'rahlx 
( ,,, l.-\ ol of fllioiiaicy. Still worst* off was t ht* 

i; i.iM.inian Arm\' WdJi ro^artl to t't j^uipmt'nt. 
li .1-^ in n.n>’»t*as(^ short of htau y mms, mat hino- 
..,111-, tlvinj^ ma.(*hini\s, fit'ld tt‘lo|)]ioni‘S, (‘Ir* 
hi.ii l*•^^ua.t o nso could Im^ itiadt* hy Kimiania. 
ot tl!«‘ two N’cars of nt‘utralit\\ a.s sht* wa- 
nii.iMr lo comi)l(‘t(> h(‘r arma.nu'iits l>y licr 
ttwn I’csourccs, a.nd could not rcc(‘i\'(‘ a.n\ 
finpor T-- from Fu*ut rals t'xct'pt t hrou‘j:h belli- 
rriit. (‘ount rit*s. Jbit wha.t. ht'lli^t'rcnt. t'oiint ry 
w.miM liaA'c strained its o\*t‘rtaxcd m<‘a.ns of 
. . iiMiimnicat ion fta* tlu^ benetit of an unt'crtain 
jiMitral V ( 'oultl Hussia have been <*\|)ect(‘d 
tu do ^o, M h<m sht^ rect'ivtnf a. grt'at pa-rt t)f h(‘r 
own wai* supplies frttm a.broa.(l only by a feu 
.md \ e!*y rounda'iiout routes? And if u e 
d!-.«‘ouni (lt‘rmany's a.lli(\s. it, was only by\\a\ 
nt 11 iisvia. t ha.l it \va.s possilFlt*, to reach I'vuma.niti.. 
Muelj'ua.^ done b\' Hit* Allit's aftt'r Humania's 
4 itM‘\ int«> tla* u a.r ha.tl bt'cnnu* a c(*rta.int\. 


^ et even st> tin* eq^uipmt'At - of lii*r armies 
remaint*tl \ t'r\ inctanpli'tt*. and, in additiom 
u a.s dihrt(*d b\ tht* increase in (ht‘ir numbers* 
,\t the time ot Kumania.'s entr\* into tin* \\ a.r, 
her ttu’ct's were grouped into four armies. Hut 
whenthp l*uma.nian ‘‘Aiinit's" art* mt*nt iont*d, 
it oiiijht to be bornt* in minil that tht\v \\<'iv 
not a.rmies siK'h as uer(‘ known on tht* W t'stt'rn 
«»r t hi* Ibissian Ironl^. "These wt*rt* mt‘r(*l\' 
erou])s oi ahont lour to six iidjmtry tli\isions, 
u it'h a compl('nn*nt of ca\ alr\ amd ai b\'j^ nf> 
meains o\ erbount iful support of airt iller\ ‘ amtl 
t t'chnicai 1 (let aichm(*nt s. 

Of the four Ibim.Lniam Armies, thret* wt'rt* 
dir('ct(‘d a.uaiinst. 'Traiisx l\ ainiai. 'Tht* J^'irst 
Ixumamiam Arms imdi*r (lein*rid ('ulcer amd tlic* 
St'cond und(*r ( Jeneratl AN i'i’t'scu,* wt‘r(' I o in\’anl<* 

^ (HMat'i'iil A \ iM-c 1 1 111 jiouf in flsi* cii nnii:' 

|•Jll^|>ai;:n I Jiinni.niji itl»Ii-^t niila.u^ li'adnr. il^ 
i»u «‘d 111 po.il inn nn t in ly f n In - n\\ n nini il s, ha X'in^ i i^.rn 
Irmn, t Im riink'-:, \t liii-li \\;i- ;i inn-i - i_Mn!i<‘anl. iwliiax i*- 
nwiif in till* t‘r<i of 1 lin “ Imsjir ” l•nl^‘. ll<' wn. Imrii 
III IS.llI, in llm rimi|i;iiL'n nf I.STT a-, a lri)n|M‘r, 

und at ( ninini^xinn nt ,-r« nnd In ntniuml in iHsy 

lli> hi s I'ln I lii’t' militiii'x i din jil imi at .Milan, mil 

in (JiTmany liUa ni.inx nt tin* ••tlmi’ Kniinnnan nnimiji I 
Ill I'trj li»* .i(fiiiii(\l the r:inl-. nt (inimr.i.l nt l>ivisinn. 
)l n \\.;i , ( 'liii-f nt t hr ,S| ., || i jiirin,: I hr in \ .i‘.inn nt I hilL’airiii 
in till* Miiniiirf nt At llm mithi’r lU nt llm war lie 

mininaniirii | hr |•'M -i \rnix ('nr|)- with lirai h |nn rl ri 
•it <’iaii*va. 
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RUMANIAN TROOPS. IN CAMP. 

^frontirr, npproxiiiiatt'ly <H)p<»sitc Du* (!yiiii<>> 
Puss. Kroiii tli(*n(*<? tlio two ri\H‘r*s flow in 
oppdsitf^ (liroitt ions — the .Miiros to- tlio iMU’tli. 
fito Ahitu to tho sf)uth' skirting tlio (^ustorn 
sido t)f tho ('Uirgony, Ihirgittu, -uiul Ikiroi 
Monntnins, wTiirh (\\t<*nd iiort litW<\st -nort li and 
soiit li-oant -soiit h. Having rt’^ivliod (he* thuiks 
of f lioso.lioavy nioiinljiin rrdgcs, tlu* two rivt'rs 
oncirrjo (.ln*ni, and again aj)j)roju*li ono nnot]i<*r. 
At '(ho widest point the* distaii<*o Ix'twoon t}n*ni 
i'liioiints to ahont t)t) inik's ; ' bot.woon Mnros- 
\'i’iSarh<*ly , and Fogaras it hardly i*xo<*<'ds oO. 
'Pho Alnta now flows mainly west tint il, iK'iir 
Mormannst iult , rt- suddc*nly ttirns to the* s6ufh, 
ami hroaking throngli the* Kotl To\\e*r I*jiss, oon- 
tiniK's its sontlavard ooiirso through AN’allaoliia. 
'The Ma.r(»s also assiiinos holow ^[a-ros \’asar)ii*ly 
a. predominantly w(*ste*i*n eourse ^^'^th oc*easiona.l 
<l(*vialions to the south. 'J^hiis, liaviwg en- 

e*irel(Ml the main .i>ioiintain-ridges of Ptistern 

* 

'J"ra.ns\'lvanin., the' two riveu’s flow praefieally 
pa.raJlel to eaeli ot Ke'i\ Jn approximatt*Iy 
similar elin‘etie)ns run in lu'twerai the JMaros 
a.nd the' Ahita a h*w ihinor streams, whieh 
have their siairees on the western slope of t?u‘ 
( Jdrgt*ny-Hargit t a-lhirot. ridge. Of ilie^ii flie 
({iM'at ajid the' Little Kokel join the? Maros 
above Karlshurg, the Ilaar joins the Alnta 
north (>f the* Ueil 'Power* Pivss. Between 

Karlshurg and the Bed Tower Pass, wliere'the 

• . ^ 

Ahita again turns* away from the, INTaros, a 



CKNHRAL GULCRR,. 

OriftlaallY commanded the hirst Rumanian 
Army. 

depre'ssion inte*rv(*ne\s lKjt\\ef*n tlu* two t-. 
opening an ea,sy road Ix'twe'en their basins. 

•The railw ay syst(*m of 'IVansyl vauia. iiatigallx 
follows tlie funda.ment a.l outlines of the systein 
of mountains and river.*?. 'Ph(*r<* is lirst of all 
the eireular railway of the Alaros and the Alula 
Valleys, <*losed })y tlie ])raneh a<*ross the Lh r 
mannsta.dt dt»pressit)n. 'J'hen tliere are tw 
important railw;;iys following the Kokel Ri\ei- 
with their tt*rmini on tlu^ western’ slept? .of th' 

( idrgeny-Hargit ta-Jh>rot Ah>untains. Last 1> 
three hraneh lines folltiwing (lie. \-alh'ys • ‘ 
tlie Weiss, ITaar, and t)f tin? two other small eon 
Hiu'iit.s of tiui Aluta et)nne(*t the railway in tin 
Croat KtSkel Vall(*y \vith the Hermanhstadt 
Kronstadt lino. . • 

In the.eiroular railway line two parts may h'* 
tlistinguislied — an inner and ah outer division 
I'lie outer division is the part whieh faces tlr 


THE 2'lilES AlsroliV OF 'HIE 


207 


, irontjrr. It is coiinecCtHi witli 

liiiiiuiniii by throe n!.ih\ays, oiu^- ai^t^ss tlu' 

I ;vinios Pass, i lio otlu# ai^ross tlu* 'l’r>inos 
rnl tilircl aoross tlu‘ Rod 'l\>\\(‘r I'ass. 

\ii>nTh or, St* \ oral linos run from it towarcl tlio 
Kuiiianian frt>ntit*r without diroet (‘onni'xion* 
i>n th(^ otlTt'P side. Tho outer of tlu* 

, ireular raihvay liad been planiu'd as a hax* i\)r 
,i.M attack against Rumania. No sucli a.ttjwk 
<M>iild have l)oeu efhH‘tiv(‘ly nnd(*rt aktai ])y the 
riioniv iinloss tlio whole of this lint* was ii) his 
lia.iuls. Jhit- tlu* k.^ss (d the tail in* outer |ku (. 
of tlio raiUvay, from ^Toplitsa ]>a.st Kronstadt 
t<» ih'rmannstadt, would not i'uivt' interh‘r<‘d 
with the eiHMuy’s ( (numunioat ions w ith the 
interior. Only if tlu* inner ])art had b(M‘n etui- 
ijiu red, if the Rumanians had reached, the 
^hi.n>s valley hi'tw'i'eu Maros-V'asarlu'ly, Karls- 
hiirg. a.nd Jiroos, would the stratc'gii* basis for 
the detence of 'rransylvania have* liroki'u down. 
On the h)eesd\arlshurg-Hats/.('g line^ the posi- 
tion of tlu* Russo-Rumanian forc(‘s would have 


1>e<-onr* st rategioally ilomhiant, aiuj no eiu'iny 
count <‘r-t>fl\‘nsi\e would heju-eforth have had 
a. rt'.a'^onahle ehafici* of succ(‘^s. It wtujltl have 
had to he (‘on<lu(‘ted oxi r tlu* mighl\' mountain 
wall t>f W’estei-n 'I’ransN 1\ ania without con - 
veniiait latera*! ra.ilwa.y-» aiul with hardly any 
«*ha.nce for railwa\' manoaivres. 

Such ii. convt'uient line for dt‘f(‘iu’e* w ^.s 
hadly needed hy the Uumaiuans. As ])re- 
vitaisl\ stated, Rumania, when she i*iTter*d 
the war, was not y<‘t fully i'(|uip[)ed for if, 
whilst Russia's' mililnrv stnn's, a.ft(*r the 
inh'nsi* sumnu'i’ ca,mi):ii^n, were no longer 
su]>era.huiulant . lienee it, w»aild hav.i^ lu'en 
of the utmost importaiu'e to seeun* a i*t»n* 
M‘pit‘tit liiu* on which, tlu* Alhi'd armit*s cmdil 
ha.\ e ))a.sst‘d to tlu* ih'fensive while rt'jih'iu’shing 
their stores and. i‘omi)leting their armament, 
for tlu* <‘»\mpaign ofdtMT.^ 

* ^rhe Rnmauians scmmu to have s(*t. a. high 
value on the el(*nu*id (►f sur[)ris<*. . ^’liey knew* 
that thi* i‘nemy forces in Transylvania w(*rt* 
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'inall, and 4 }if*v On ov(*r*rnnriin^^ tin* 

[•oiintry in a short tiniu. Its^^ntirc^ garrison 
•onsistrd of sonic f<nn* or live A ufitro- Hungarian 
div isions iin<l<*r <h*ucral Ava von St rausscnhc'rg; 
Most of tlx'sc wore ct)in|)os<‘d of })attcrx*cl Units 
withdrawn from tin* If ussiiin • front icr (thus, 
r.7., tho tllst/ Austro-Hungarian JMvision; 
n«)w ’•|xjstml round (.lyt‘rgvd-St . Miklns, ^liad 
gone tlirough tlx* l.utsk disastcT, and had Ixmmi 
sont Tioinv to rcciipcndc). AM throiigJi July and 


* Vet the ftiuiHiniau plaii fur’ the invasion i,] 
Transylvania can . kardl y bd said to hji\ . 
aiiiH'd by the shortesti rou{es at ’ the riuK- 
Vulnerable stratf'gieal [loints ; it did not. cm 
in at the flanfes'of the basic raibVay line in th. 
central Maros ValW', but r-^ither aimed at 
systematic ad\anee over the ground' and at 
a systematic eviction of the enemy fcfiVc^. 
J'he Huinanian tr.ooijs advancing frdm th. 
east and sputh-eiist were to be the dVivio^ 



AUSTRIAN SKN I RIHS HOLDING ROADS IN THE “’GOLDEN VaLlEY OF 

HISTRlfz, . 

A lit lie tu the north of the Rumanian advance In Transylvania. 


ht‘ iirst half of'Aiigust the enemy armies were 
ighting a dt'sperate bat tie 'pn the Komme, in 
Gilliynia, and in Galicia, .jind it was not 
lossible to di'tnil an^' 'important forei's to 
^ujird the Kumaiiinn frontier; Tii Hie first 
lays of SepfemluM*, llfKi, tbe Jlimgarian 
l*remi<'r, Gount Steplu'ii J'is'/a,wJien, attaekeil 
M I’arlisunent on aceount of the defenec*less 
•onilition of 'I'ransylvania, answered t hat’ t he 
'» lUinl row*M*s hud known Rumania's ])rej>iu*a- 
i<u\s t<» ha\'e Ixs'U !n(‘oiuf>let<\ uiuk therefore, 
uul dis/-ou!\ted the possibility of her immediJ^t«^ 
‘utrv intK) llu* war. ■ Gount 'Tisza repea-tetT 
his s1 a.t eiiu'iU.- in the spei'ch delivered at the, 
\’('w V<*ar reception of lhl 7 , thus iVuig after tlx* 
ide t)f iiU'U.'iion had 't urned -and for oi)ee his 
vord may iierh.aps Ift' h.eeepted. 'The initial 
Rumanian, invasion *of Transylvania was thus 
1. race or,^a gamble * as betw\*eu x\ >ndi- 
ious <U* unprepareduess. ^ • 


forei*, whilst^ thpfie fr^nn tlx* south wert* to 
sup[iort tliem by a thiukiug movement ; as 
tlx* advanet* ]>roeeeded tlx^ staithern groups' 
wen* fo join the armi(‘s moving to . the west 
aertiss 'Traiisyb ania., thus adding momentum 
to tliT'ir luuveiix'nt. 'Tht* plan r(*sembl<*«l 
in its outlines tluit followed by tlx; Austro- 
(iennan forees iti < Jalieia., in tlx* . summer 
of lt)ir>, when • Alaekeusen aiKanced from 
wt’st to east, gathering- in from across tlx* ^ 
Giu'pathians tlx* armit^s w]ii(;h w<*i‘«‘ staiidijig 
at right angles tr> his own line.and wc*ri' pVcssmg. 
against the southern Ha.iik of his Russian 
oppoix'iUs. 'Tlx** gtxiMX't Kieal position cU’ the 
Ifuiuanian ai'mies ’with regerd to the f*n(*my 
was, ito doubt, .similar to tliat of the Austro- 
t lerman forec'^ in (!»di<*ia. in tlx* ^umiix r ef 
Ihl."). ’ Vet ttu*' applieat ion of this plan to'tho 
advanee into Transylvania implied, very sf*rioiis 
1‘isks, such as had u’eyer <*onfroutc(i the enemy 
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; iiiirs ill 1915. The Austi^3-Clc*riiHiu Armies Imil 
^‘oikI alou^ a line, wliereas . 

.{unuinian forros ^ve^e absolutely insullieient to 
I j) /^•yntaft with one arjiother w'heu soiittennl 
.\er the enorlnou^^ lefijit'h of t fio 'Transylvanian 
imnfii'r. Th(‘ clef aelnnenis. . wliieli ent<'recl 
rn’.nsvlvanm from th(' ^soutli liaO. then'fon'. 
*.» remain isolated groups until naehed by. the 
t,.,r(*es advancing ’ from the oast. Tn other 
words, a (^^*lav in tlio advance of the nuiin 
body left these flanking groups hi an exct‘edingly 
precarious |)r>sit.ion. Th<* First. Kumanian 
\nny. to wliich this chiefly a.])pli(\s. adxaneed 
on a front of over 120 miles/ (And <‘\e]| «>f the 
I n)(»ps’ originally detailed for that fnait sona' 
ucr<‘ soon to b(i withdrawn f<»*‘ <ht" Dobriidja.) 
this, of course, does not mean that the l^’ir.'^t 
Army actually scutt*<*red along the <*ntirt‘< 
lint*. Its forces wen^ dividt‘il into thr<‘e 
main grou'ps, each ‘ st^parated from tlu' ;n‘xt 
ky more than 50. miles of mountain raiige. 

and xvith no latl'ral eonnexions ex<*ept 

' * 

^on^e .->0 to SO miles in tlie r('a.r, in the etaitre 
ol’ WalhnOua. TJie group farthest to t lie y e.-t 
i*orisist<'d of a single? division, a.nd tidvaaieeul 
against tb<' Orsova-Mehadia ra.ilAay ; the' ia‘\'l 
group advanced across the Fulcan I’ass against 
Hats/eg, aH<l the third, dlie strongest of th»‘ 
tiiret*, the Aluta Ariny-ffronp im(l<*r (Jencirl 
Manoh'seu, t.hroUgli the lied 'Tower FaVS 
against 1 1 enraMinstailt. Noik' of tlaan laid 
jn.ide*an\’ eonsid<M*able ^migress or ha.d \4'i 
IxM.Mi reaehed b\' the. forces from tin' ('a.st, when 
the enemy count vr-othaisiye caine down n[M)n 
lIxMlI, * 

.Meantinui the Foiirt li or >rt hern Annx' ha<l 
aclii(‘ved fair progress during lla* first month 
.<»» 1 1 h* war, except that no s(*rious headway 
had been made by its nortliern .wing, x\ heie it 
would ha.\'e turiu'd tlu? position (»f the Austrian 
Annies facing the. Kussians on the frontier 
ot tln' Bukovina. By tlu* ('iid of S('pt ember, 
which marks tli(‘ high tidi* the Bunamian 
•vilvanei\ into 'Tratisylvania, th(' Fourth Army 
hail got within somt' 15 miles of S/.a.s/-Begen, 
t»a<l passed ]*arajd, th<* eastern terminus of the 
railwav line in the. Little Kok'el vallev, a.n<l had 
ad\ aneed * wit hill short, distanee of Seliiissbiug 
in the tJn'a.t Kokel valley. Tlie Sj*cond Armv 
was meantime a.]>]>rofM*hjng Seliilssbiirg . f!*(an 
di(‘ sf)nth and advancing to the wc.st bt-yond 
Togaras. ^ M<uisiired in srpaire mires-tla idts 
u(‘re i*onspIcuous,* but st rat egicallx* they added 
iitBe to the strength of tfa'lln'niimMin position. 
Also here, in Fastern Transylx ania, th«‘ir 


forces* wt're * scattered ; tlay wert* divldt'd 
hciwi’en the dilTercnt pitrallcl valhys on tin' 
western slopes (»f the ( JiagenyH argil tai-Jlarot 
^lountaiiis, witliout strali'gic cohc.sion whi<h 
•would ha\c *‘iud)lcd them to tlefeml t ladr gains 
Jigan’nst . Ji powerful (‘la'iny (‘oiint t‘i*^»jtcnsivc. 
In short, the ijiimaniau ])lan had htM‘n (uily 
very ^ part iiilly carriixl out, when this eifi'iny 
<-onnt i*r-offcnsi\ set in. It' wais an aireh 
\\itliont the? k<*\'ston*' and eolUipst‘d under 
the lu‘ji\v l>lows which w«‘re now direelt'd 
against it. In estimating the causes of tliat 
lailui't' itllowauici luis, of eomse, also to lie 
imnle lor the elt\i*ls of the eairly deb'ats in 
the 1 )i>]>rlidja.. 'I lu' iulxafnee into ’‘J’liin 
sxlviuiia lu\(l tndy just laegun wluniilu* 'Tram- 
."ylxamiaui airiiiies wert* wt'aiUem'd hy ai wilh- 
draUMil of xaihuihh' fa»r<*es to thi> southern 
.1 lM“ait re of W'air. ]\loreo\ c’r, tin* aiblest lliiinainiitn 
U*{idi‘r, (Jendra.! Avereseii, liawl, to relim|iiish 
lh(? eommaind of the Seeoiul Army when eaillecl, 
upon to re-('stablish tin' sf*rii>us]y t lireait (‘n(‘c> 
position in 1 hit l)ol>nnija 
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KliLIEVINC A RUMANIAN 0UTI*0<5t 
. IN TIIK CAKl’ATHIANS. 

'rh(‘ (li'chirat ion of wai* hniml tin* 
troops ma.ssoil in r<*;Mlino>s nlon.i; t ho rrj;.nsyl- 
\'mhjin front ii'i* jiihI iiwiiiliijo tlio urth'r t<» 
iidvn.noo. On Aiionsl :JS tho\’ »rosst'<l tlu' 
horch'i* jit somo IS j)oint<. In h'astorn 'Traji- 
syK anin., t h(‘ hitoral railway in llio’ upper 
.\a.lloys of the Maro.s a.ncl the Alufa. \\a.s their 
iininediiil ol»jeeti\a\ 'They were ■suhaneine 
tow ards it from th(‘ doleyes and I ht' I'ekas 
l’a.-is ; aion-^ tlie I’oail and railway whiefi lead 
tliroiieli tlu‘ (lyinu"^ Tass ; throiiixli the IV. 
valh'v, 1)\ *Ma‘ road tt) Oito/., an<l alonp the 
inonntnih paths whi(*h cross the frontier ni'ar 
th«' >onre(‘?^ of tlu' Pntna’ and tht' Narnya.. 
h’roiu t la* sonth-ea'^t the Itiiinanian eoluinns 
■ were eonNert^inu towards the old eity of Kron- 
stadt (BnVsso). foundi'd hy a (Jerinan J\ni^htly 
Order towards the ht'j^inninir of the thirteenth 
century. It lies at t he southeriv frinj^e of’i’ \erv 


. wide and rich nionntain valley, and is th. 
jiinetion of five railways and a network u. 
Jiifrli roads. One railway line, erossin^r j|„. 
ino intaiii chain hy the Tdinds Ftuss. conneut 
Kronstanit with PIf)c*s}iti aiiid Ihikarest, wluht 
(he roads into Ivumaniai sprc{i,d hin-w iso in t h. 
sruitJi of Kronstadt, J^y »dl these roaids th. 
Hnlnimiai.s were now aidvitncinji, through th. 
\all<*y of the Jhizeu, on tho roanl to Jiodzavain.i . 
iM-ross the Altscliiin/., the d omos . and tl.i 
d'dr/.hnrjj: ‘Passes. From western Walh-M lji t 
. * lh(‘ Knnuinians wcie [>ressin^ lorwawtl throu,^^h 
th<* Red d'ower Faiss to Hcrniannsttidt , a,inl 
wer<‘ makin^i alon^ s(‘\'('r»i.l jaailhs and 1hi‘oii;jh 
the Vnlc}i.n I *»t.ss for lilt* impt>i*tant. minin- 
flistrict tif Petm.-eny. In the t'xtrenu* wr-i 
th»‘y w“rt‘ prt'ssinj^ forw artl toward the (Viim, 
\a.llt‘\- a.nd against Orsova. 

ddit* advanei' was rapid, all tipposition hnnj 
(piicklx o\(*rct*Mu*. On the \ t'ry first da\. Ih.- 
I\dli Rmuanian Army Coips, wliich fornieri 
part of tilt*. Konrth Arm> , ttiok ])risonrr^ 
. ;>e\< n Ansi rt)-l 1 uuju'ai ian onict*rs and Tdl nu a. 
South t)f Kronstatlt, in the d^tinuis Ra'-s, the 
S2ntl Aust rod I unjiarian Kegiint*iit, comjxised 
of Szekels, a Ala,e\ar Iriht* inhabit injj; d'laa- 
syKania, tipjiost'd itself to Iht* Rumanian-, 
d’his was a. rt‘i4imt*L)r eonsistin^i tif oltl, st'asoned 
trtiopj^ as pa.rl tif th<‘- I.Xlh Arm>' (’orj)>, 
in tin* Kourth Aust lod 1 un;iariim Anu>' uimIii’ 
Arehflukt* .lost‘ph Pt'rtlin.unl, it hatl ^ont* all 
through t ht* (Jalieiaii eampaiuu of P.Mo, ,umI 
(hen through tin* X’olhynian tlisa.st(‘r of .luii.' 
P.Mth Ihit. now this was a 'tlilTerent. stnmule, 
ddit'V fonjzht with tlespi rat ion. for it. w.:-. lli'- 
hatth* t>f Iheii- own triht* w hieh lliey wei*- 
lij^htinii. ddu*\'. the small Ma;.:\a.r minorilN 
whieh rules d’ransv K'tinia., wore Iryine to 
arre-'t the athainct* of the 1 vnina.nia.ns wlm 
eaine tt) t'stahlish Hit* rights of tin* Knm.m 
ma.jtnity in that etnintry. in spite tif their 
tihstinate rt\sistaiiee. the Rumanians r.ftt'r a. 
Iit*ree^ si rn^fllt* ftiret'tl their wa.y throu^ih tlie 
pass. X'er\' different was tin' attiludt* t)l the 
(V.et*h Rejzinient, whieh was st*iit tt> mt‘t‘l t h*; 
Rumanians in tin* d7)ljj:\es Pass an\'oni' oid 
tt) fiuht their (h'rman ami ^la^yio* opore.-^^oiv^ 
w?is looki*il. upon by the Ozeebs as a. fri<‘ntl. 
dd'M'v withdrew fnaii tht* pa-s, t)pt*iiin^ the 
rtiatl tt» the Rnma.nia.ns, anti when aeain st'uJ 
tt> tht' frtnit from Man)sd\i*viz in the Maros 
valley; the.tV.et*h Kt'giment. a.<*t*t>rding to a 
statt*nu*nt luade in the Tlnhjxarian J'arliaant nt 
^ on Septemher o. IDll) 4lisappt*ar<?d withtait 
anyone heinp able to say wliere they wt*n.t. 
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^('t, wlietlier opposed or \\ok*.oinod, tltc 
'lumtiniiins wero advanein^^. • In the v<‘rv lirst 
,\<> or three days'* of the war they eapturod 
iMonstach, vSepsi-St. (iyorp:y, and K<;/.(h-\’asar- 
1 \', thus seizin^j: tJio wliole of tlie Jowlaials of 
. .Ill li-rasteru Transylvania, the SaxOn lhir/j*ii- 
i.ind as well as the Jdaroinszek (“ 'I’lie X’alley of 
I hr S/.i'lv(‘!s ”). The Anstro-it iinpirian troops 
li.id also to witJidraAV from tlie I’ppiT Alutu 
\ ollev, Ttdiriiip; to fortihed positions in 1 lie 
( idmeiiy, Har^itta. and Han^t IVIonnlains, w Irieli. 

from ’ 4,000 to .">,000 f(M‘<. in height, aral 
.i)\t‘red whl\ dense* foresjts. olTi'red fa\oural)le 

< iniditions for elefenee*. Hy Septemhea* 0, south 
nf 'ro[)!itsa, tiK* c‘ntire \'alley extejidinj^ at |hi‘ 

< a.^tern foot ‘of t ln'se nK)untains \\ a.s in tlio 

h.md'- of tilt* K^ma.nian^^. 'Tlie Outer wall <if 
I'lMusylN ania liad seuh'd, and from tin* 

1,1.0'r.il \'a.lley, with ils useful road a-nd railwa.\. 


fanwise in ^ dittt*rent direetie)ns to the east 
aloni* the Aluta towarels Ko^aras. through 
the vallt*y of the* Maar to Se*hilss))ur^^, to 
tlu; north thr«>u.i;h tiu* valley of the X\’<*iss, 
ami in the* north-wt*st thnaij^h the* Miihl- 
haeh->ierman!ist adt depre'ssion towarels Karls- 
l>ur^ in the* Lower Maros Xhilley. A move*- 
ment alon^ any »>f these* di\e*r^e*nt reaiels 
weaild hii\e* re*(|uire‘tl e'onsiiie*rahle* fe>re*es anei 

a ( he>re>u;^hly oi'ya.ni/e‘el s\'sle‘m e)f* o))si*r\ a- 

* 

tie»n. I hit hei*e, as also e'Isew he're*. the 
l\uniaiua.n Arm\' w a.s i^reepin^ in tla* elark. 
I)e‘iie 4 exeee'eliniily short of IlN'iny ma.e*hines 
and aviators, a.nel a - -to num)>e‘rs, the* l*'irsl 
Ann\ in ils se at (e re el e e^nelition hael iie'X tT 
lj<*4‘n lull\ e’ejual t<i its task. .Moreove*r, ne»w 
that it hail a.lre*a.<l\ i-mhai'ke'd on the* invasion 
of 'rransyU iinia, it w as ^ w e*aUe*ne'el hy with- 
draw•al.'-^ t<» tin* I )ol)rud ja. J’ront . It was not, 



HliKMANNSTADI. 

die* tnsasioM proe‘e*e'ele*d towards the* intei’ior of until Se*pt e*ml )«*i* to tliTit e* Kumaiiians 
I rans\']vania. ■! ^ e*nt<‘re*d Se*he‘lle‘nl>e*r^, -^ome* two mile*.', south- 

Me*antime*, the* advlmee* from we*ste*rii Walla- i*a.st e)f ] lernamnst aelt . Meantime*, the* ene iny 

<*liiiv, thoujj^li far le*ss rapiel, se'e‘iiu‘d at first 1e» had eoi riple*t e*ly e vae-ua.t e*d I le-n'nannst a.dt , anei 

pro<‘<*(‘d fairly sat isfae*f orily. 'The I \ im lania-n*' had w it lieha w n to the* }iill.-> w hie*h fr<Mii thee 

had fe>ree*d tJie*ir w a,y ' t liroii^h the* ^e)r^*e* of the* neu’th* dominate* the* \alli*\- «>! 1 |h* Sihiu anel 

Ke*d Towe*r Pass, wJie*re the* .\luta. l)r^*ak^^ the* flaar. I'4*'»m tlie* .-.Irem;^, w (•ilj)re*pare*d 

its narrow' ])ath he*twe*en the* roe ks, anei, jiositions r>n these lulls lii.- he av v' arlille rx ke pt. 

Alienist .‘h), re‘ae*)K*el round 4'alme*.'-h th**, t he^ vail!e*y.- and town unelor fire*, turnin^( then’i 

'•ountry of rolling hills and Hat, wiele* I’ive*!' into ih* mattiV lancl.* 44 m* Kumaniai) a-elvane*e* 

^nllrys. Be‘yond TahnVsh the?’ Bnmania,n eam<' here* to a. complete* stop, anel hardly any 
a lvanee* alowc'd down eonsideTa-hly. From . serious* m<»ve*me*nt, against the Austrian p< 

the re>a!L and railways spn*aej nut tion-* north e)f I h*nnaimstaelt sejcm.s to Jiaae 
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. rrr rtttempfo<i during Ihv toriuioJit fodowing 
K.tho c'lipfuro of .Sc'helliniherg. •I0\idcntly it 
,.LS (locidt'd to, wait, for tlie Fourth and Soc«a‘ul 
\f wliiVJi woro pressing towards Schass])iirg 

tul Foganvs, and whost' atdvnnco frodi th»‘ 
,t( at 1 . 1 -i‘ast and t*ast^ would Jia\o turixeil tlio 
fu'inv positions above' He'nnannst adt . 
la the district* nortli of tin* \hilcan Fass thr 
. iic'OiN •oth'reil from the' outse't a much more 
.Irciiie'ei re'sist anee*. ITt'Fo the Kuniimians si ood 
fu iirt'st te) liis vital lint's e)f C(:aiimunieati<ai and 
iht ir advance* to l-Tatsze'g lual to be* pre\e'ntt'il at 
.ill e After se'vere* ligliting eefir Allit's oe eii- 

(M(‘d in the' first elays of Septi'inbe'r t he* impea lant 
eoal dij^triet of l.Vt rose'‘ny, au<l aeU anee'el aeross 
• ilio, mountains tiirough tiu' Stri'in valle'v t<> 
Miiisor, The progress was ne'ce'ssarily slow, 
fligli mountain walls e'xte'hd c'iisl Und west. 'I’lie* 
road and railway wiiul along st»ep te'iTae*e*s and 

ilaeeugh narrow gorges ; again an<l eegain oppor- 

•• 

innity eelTe're'el itsi'lf to the* I'ue'my for opposing 
* ftXeet i\’e*ly the* I'^umanian aeUimee*, e'spe'eieelly * 
as the' Rumanians did not dispose i)f fore<*s 
w liieh woulel have* e'uable’el the'in to e*xe*eut(* any 
w Me* lliinking move*m(‘Uts. On Se*j)tembe*v lb 
till* e'ne'iny atte'inpte'd a e.ounte'r-attae*k, we»st of 
Mei'isor. He* was re'pulse'd, and.tla' Humanians. 
loHowing u[) tlu'ir •sue*ee*ss, gaine'd * furl lit'i* 
'jroiiiid. ciipturing two guns, some' nuie*liine* 
’_rHns. anel Ikl.'i [)rise>iie*rs. I^y Se'pte'iube'i* 12 
iliey had re'ae'he'd Iheru Mare, wheie*. the* railway 
pa.sses n\'j‘r ils last hig fooj) and t'nte'rs a inue'h 
V. idfi\ eeprn vallew; ]<umania.n outposts ael- 
\aue e*d e've'u as far a.s I’uj, t hre'e* mile*s nort Ji- 
nn I'.-l of Ihu u Mare*. Tiie* ha.relest t w e»-| liird^> of 
ilie i()a«l to Mats/.cg had be*e'n tra-xersed hy tlu* 
Ibrniauiaiis — but, again, what was the* u:se* ot 
1 lie* movement whe*n e'xe*euteel b\\ alt ogea Im i' 
iiiade'e juat e' foree-s* and along a line* wln-n* im» 
iipport e'ould reach tlwm from of hci- groups if ^ 
thei\' we'i'e* atlae'ki'ei by supe*r*ior e*ne‘m\' forcM'.s ' 

< hily some* To mile's tej the* <*ast of llats/.eg lie's 
I'euu'svcir, the* -junction of e'ight railways, om- 
«'t lliechie'f e/V//*//K'.s of ^he* Oeut ral P<»w e*i*.^.* 

1 »<‘giinviiig w ith S*'ptembe*r 12, (h*rnian t n^ops 
began to make* their appe*arance; in the; Stre*iu 
\ alley the* f/rte‘runne‘rs eif the e*ne'my eounle*r- 
^ "ffe'iisive*,- 

At the* fartlu'st we'stern eeid of W'allaehia, the 
. t'irst Rumanian. Divisieai unde'r (h‘ne*ral Dragei- 
hiai, a Kuman from t he F5ana‘t, who hael reci*iv«*d 
his earlie_\st military training as a e*onseript|1n 
the; Austr<YKungarian Army% was ord<*re'd to 
^alvanee against the Ce*xna line*. It was fjius 
JUtej his own native land; for the* liberatie>n of liis 


iit'are'st kinsiue'n, that *(Jen(*ral Oragalina 
leaeliiig his troops. Ori August 2S. at 7 a.m., 
thei RumaiiLan batb'rie's op(*ne*<l inelireet lire, 
a<*re>ss the Allion Meainlain, eigainst Ihei forti- 
lie*ations ot Orsoxfi^ l)ui‘jng tlu* iii'kI few' elax'S 
'severe lighting d«*\i‘lope<l along the* fiont* 
e'xlending Iri.iju Ib'i'kiile'slmil to the* Danubet 
On Sepl ember 2 the cuem\ hae I t ei wit he Ira w ,on 
te) I he* • e'asi ern hank of the t’e-rna anel our*' 
Allies e)(‘e‘upii*d tin* rangt* of hills which deaniiir 
ate's Orso\a, inehiding Me)unt Allion* (oxer 
l.OOnieet high). Onthene'xl da\ I lie*^ I'lite'n el 
Ors»»\n, tore'ed the* passage of the (Jeiiia re)un<l 
th * x illages ot ruffas. Nagy /sujiainy anel 
l\e»romimk. an<l e‘}i|)iure'd a fe w more heights. 







« b, 

i/i. -Afi.’ 

8 

‘ ' (7 

o. Staroselo Antimovo 

Turk.Smtt Sijk/itar oDaJdir 

: oMeseMahte 

^Ddsnizler 

Akhmdtioro ^ 


1 


r 


o 

B /e/its a 


ocale of Miles. 
^ ^ 


i 

forts, Haights tn metres. 


to 

y 




AldMtOACIIhS TO TUIKAKAN. 


A eon\'e*nie'nt position Jiael heejj gaine'd ul lhe> 
narrow gale's ot tJn' Oaniihi' for pre'xi'nt ing all 
trallie on 111'* ri\ er, Iml nothiifg more*, no eil- 
xaiH’e* of peTinane nt strale*gie xahje' eoulel liaxe; 
l)e'(‘n eflee'te el b\' a single isohlb'd eiivisioii 
• 

Meantime' the* e-nem\ liael siruek lii:^ hlow in 
the OohreHljji. 'I'Jie- I hilgariaii < Je>\'<*rnnM*nl ha, el 
waite'd tor live* (lavs he-fo/e' declining Wiir on 
Ibimaniii, until t'ield Mjushal ve»ri Alaeke*nsem 
who ein Allgtl'^t. 2 .S Intel hecri peit in <-omman*d of 
the- ene-m\' Jirmie's on Kum;mi.a,’s soiitlii'rn 
frontie-r, heal comple ted }>oth liis militiiry iuief 
hi" pohlicid f)i<*piU'iel ions. ('FIk' ejujse; eif the* 
sndde-n de*;iih of te*ne‘zjd Josfoil, the* t’ljief oi* 
the* Rnlgjirijin Staff find an e>pf>one nt of (h'linan 
dominiozi nvry Ihilgaria, was. not known, hut 
soma bill l<‘t -}i(/le'S we're saiel, te) hav'e* been found 
in bis boely.) On Sept e-mbe r 1 , afte r four elays’ 

eh'lay, tko Bulgarian khne'rnme'nt declare d xvar 

* % 

e>n Rumaniil aial on the* sajiie* (,lay t‘ixe*my trof)[)s 
r><*ga:ii to erejss the freaitier. The* lirskblexw Wius 
Threcte*d ugaiiist tln3 t.*aste;rn Dobnalja. Tho 
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"riiinl Htilj'nriiin Army, ninl<*r 

wJu) lwt(] < 1 hiinsi'lt in tin* Kirst 

Mulkaii W ar aral lia<l conmauaic'cl a division /li 
Luk* fJiir^.M, a<l\ ajH'( <l ajjraiiist tlu* I )o]irit eh- 
liahrhik J^rnnt. I )ol)rit eh • is an important 
rrrifro of ri)a<ls and iail\va\* : tli<‘ n<‘\\ 

lailwav, \\ liirh runs north and south throij<fh 
tlio Dolirudja and c-onnocts tlio (Vaauivoda- 
(V»nsfnn/.a lino with tin* Ihil^ariau ndl\va.\' 
s\ slom, is mol l)\’ t ho hiaiK-li lino from Jhdtohik. 
'Thiou^h Oohritoh runs also tlio important 
hij^h road which o/mnoots Silisliia. with J5all- 
ofiik. 'rh(‘ w<‘ak Kumanian forces i'll this region 
wore unat>ii‘ to i-osist tla‘ Ihil^arian adxanco. 
<md on 'Sopliinhor J th(‘ (‘iicmy entered 
|)ohrito]i, whilst »)n the o»)a.s| ]i(‘ oa[)tur('d 

nahehik, Ka\aina and Kaliakra. "The attack 
<it^Mins| tJio eastern Dohrudja, w'as liow(*v(a* 
meant merely a-’ a proliminarv mox'cnaait and 
did not in\ ol\ c t In* main enc*m\' for/'os. Ha\ inu 
roiich<‘d a c<»n\oniont sti*at(‘^ic front, t lu* l^ul- 
carians Ntronoly entren(*h(‘d tluMuseKes north 
of 1 he' J )ot>rilch-lhiIlchik line ahcl awaited in 
their new positions the arrixal of 'rurkish rein- 
foroomenls, of w hi/*h th(‘ first i-o^imont reaohc*<l 
t hem in 1 lie I ir>l da \ s of Sept emher. 

W hilst the ri^ht wine had thus for its taf^k to 
arrest on a oonx «‘niont front any olTonsix •* mo\ <*- 
monts whi<'h our Alii s mi^lit undortaki- in (lie 
direi't loll ol Shiimla or Varna, t Ik* loft ine of t ho 


^ taiemy army was to cxeraite a sw(T*p against ai. 
alon^ the J^annhe, fall on tJio seatt(‘r(‘d iP 
manian forces at Tutrakan and Silistria, capt m 
that important junction of roads, and tluai- 
" ojien th(* xvay for a. further systematic adx.aii. 
thnai^li the Dobrudja, 'Fhc' first attac k w,' 
directe/l aoninst '^riitrakan. On Septeinh( r ‘ 
file tw'o best Ihiloarian di\isions (Die bhr'^t 
Koiirtli), iiiidta* (haieral Kiselotf, w (*ro *ord( r , , i 
to aclxance fiom x\(‘st rd’ Ka.ra .\^';ac]i pa - 
Kasimlar, Alvhmatlar and ^[esi^ Male amnn 
tin* iMiitre of tlu‘ line of forts xvhich siurnuu' 
Tutrakan. Tbi'n^ wen* I .‘t f>f tln'iut i* 
tending aci’oss low* xx (jodt'd heights in a. sonii 
cir<*l<' in front- of tin* rix't*r. d'lie Hulgaiian 
operat ions irom the south wta’c* su[>[)ortc‘d li'.iu 
till' xxest by the* adxance of a, mixed (lerman- 
Ihilgaiian foTec* along both r^ides of tlie 
ehuk-'rut rakan road. ddu* Ihilgaro-t lormaiL 
troops attackiuL' Tutrakan disposc'd of lio.ivs 
Au.'-t r(»d I unga'ian siege a rt illory. I)uring S. j.- 
tcMiibor 'I and L tin* eni*my forci's gradualiv 
closed in against the lino of tlu’ Tutrakan foil ,, 
.dihough tli(‘ westi'rn giou)) sut’h'ri'd si*\oicl\ 
from the flanking lii'i* of Ivumanian hattc'ra- 
from across tlie rix’or. and also from the liio "i 
lh(* JJumanian Danube* flotilla. By the* iiiuht 
of. September t o the* (ua’uiau Bulgarian Ironp- 
liad reaeh<*d the clos(' proximitx' of the fmt'- 
and had gainc'cl possession of Height I .*H . wv"! 



TLTRAKAN. 
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laJldAKIAN rUOOPS IN A ULJMANIAN 
VH.LACE 

,,l Sl;iM>s(‘I<>, th<' hill in tlin < list i icl . 

Diirmsj: tlu‘ nijzhi lirnxy arlillci'y was n|) 

<>a to tli(‘ W(\st<‘i*ii slope ol' (he hill, aiul in ( he 
morning of Sepfemhc'i’ a Ix'pm the honiha»*<l- 
nieiil of ilill 101) and of Fort ' 2 . Meantime (he 
I hileiuhnis had opeiH‘<| th<*ir op(*rations on the 
iiizht w iim. attacks, tlionj^h delixMM’eil 

with eon^idet'a l)l<‘ forces and nnder eoxer ot 
-nperi<n’ artillerv, weri' repeatedl\' repulsed. 
\t last t hey scored t h(‘ir lirst stieeess in <fainin!! 
povscs'',iori ot h^oi’t S. near the \'ilhm(‘ tjfWjOs- 
iiio\o, sontli-(‘ast of 'rntrakan, ()ji the >-anii‘ 
<la\' the I hilejM’ia.ns su<*('eeded in liirtiier en- 
lariiiiiLr the hi-eaeh in t la* Kmnanian defene< s hy 
• aptiiriiio the adjoininiJ" Korts a 7. Similarl\- 
1 he ( I<‘rina.n onslatiulil a.ea.insl ’ n't 2 met with 
t"u;jh r(‘sist a ne('. 'rhoneh \a*r\ inferita- in 
eitillerx', the Kinnaiiians hi*ld out tor honr> 
under the most \ iolent (in* from the (h itnan 
l)i(terie-, rej iiil^injj: se\cral attaek.^^ and \ip>r 
ou^ly <a)nte'<t in;^ e\t‘ry iin*h of ground. It was 
not until o.liO ]» 111. that the (Jei'uians eiitereil 
I'ort 12. .On the* laxt day the fvumanians 
ntleiupti’d a count er-at tack troni Ilill t'li 
and h7)rt !{, ti-\iiuj: to break thfoirirh the enem\ 
»inL% hut the st(‘adily inereasinu Ihilearian 
pi-es^UH' from the east rendered lla* pt)sini»ii 
hop('|(‘ss. 'rh(' attempt whieli ( Jeiwral Hasira 

h<‘>eu. who eoinmanded tin* Ninth Ivumanian 
Divi'-.iou at Silistria., made on Se[)tendM-i' •» ti 
to reach 'rutrakan led tf> no result, d ho 
Ihil^arians had previously pushed Jorwar<l 
thf*ir sf*reeii a^^iinst-.Silistria. to the KapaUli' 
rVhataldja-Alfatar line. Tliey wor3 now 
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erected by the Ihi 1 }<'.irs In iiieiiiorv <»f Kussiniis who 
fell ill the War of Ihil^tiJ^i^oi l.iberatiihi ( 1 H 77 ). 

|a<‘*-'^ed hack and our Allie. ail\aue(*(| as lai’ as 
Sar->anlar. a place nior • than ifa mile" .-outh- 
wc'-t of Sih"lria. atnl <ail\ about \ 2 miles <-a: t 
from d’utrakau. Ihit e« m ipi la t ion with the 
ii.iri'i-on ot ’ruliakaii \\a,- no haner possil>h‘. 
Xoi' ecHlId .m\ elfi((l\e help rea<h it from 
hiwoml the nvei- th<‘ eid^"m^^ \\ a alrea<l\' 
Ulidei* eu* *m \ tile. I i\ the m^dif of Sept cm her (> 
tho iiarri"Ou of d'utr.ik.m had to surnaidei- t(» 
the euem\ tin- IJumaman- had to pa\'Mh<' 
tir-t peiiall \' foi' hax'iiii' -eatti red t heji- army 
III tin- iJolaudja, and for ha\m'j a.S'i;_me(| 
\ahiah!e toreo,^ to flu* d<‘f‘'nee of isohjjed, 
» unteuahle f/a 1 if ieat ions, ijetearl of eorteeii’ 
tratiiiLT tlK-m on a strate^ue jilan f<ir the. (|efen<*e 
of iJje ejitire Ifohrudja. 
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MAl* Oh' TIIH DcJimUDJA. • 


'^ll^ oxuhivnt 15ul^ari>m and (rcmnni nnt}~ 

fnHniffuA.'i which w<‘r(> iss»n‘<l on tiui hill of 
'l"(itiM.kan (claimed lh«' capliin^ of two entin'. 
Uumanian jnfn.n( ry divisions (Mio 15th and*] 71it)’ 
‘of. 25,000 nnwounded ])i*isoin‘rs, of 100 j^iins, 

■ ()2 inachiiu“-;4inis, ('t<‘. 'Iduso li^un's an* 
(‘xauj^oi’at cd. As u, iwattcr of f.-uM tlicro had 
horn onlyoip*' Uununiiaii division, at d’utrakan ; 
))ossil)ly t lie civiliaii po’|mhit igii of Tnt rakau ^^*as * 
in^'h^dcd in t h<', cjipt lacA to addtotlaar hulk, 
5’rt ho\vc\ci‘ iiiiich the enemy -exa^/ucrated th(^ • 
inah'rial import aneu of liis victory, important it 
was in its immediate consecpiencc's, in fhe* in(»ral 
elTeel. whiefi if j’lrodneed, and, l;ist ly,. ht'eaus«* 

.it was till* first lo t*xpc»s<‘ a si'rious d<’fiei«‘ue\ 
hoth ifi the Hunianian or^ani/^at ion, and in tlii* 
cPopv'rat ion a.-^ estahliduul hi'tween Klmi'anio. 
atal llussia. Within le-s llia.n a ft)rlni^ht from 
th(' <lay whieli after two of .cautious 

hesitation Ilpmania had chosiai f«a’ iii'i' entr\' 
into tlu‘ war. she had '-ulTerfd a s(M-i<)Us revt'rse. 
k‘or- almost a %ear llus-sia had heon ;u<’aitinn, 
tlu‘ hour* in which sh»‘ could aviaig<‘ on the 
rulrrs of Hu|^aria the base treaeljery coni- 
initt.ed^Uy them against the Shw idea — and 
now no sooiu‘r had the roatl into Ihilgaria 
seciiied to oj>en hi'fore tier than it was Mo^5ell 
onf« mon‘. For the Kuuianiiui retreat could* 
"not havt> hei'ii arrcjsted at Tutrakan. 

The giUTisou of Silistlia grasped tiro, lesson 


of '1'utra.kan and evacnatetl tJie town ‘which 
would liav<‘ ])roved inert'ly anotlier trap foi 
tlie Rumanian troops. On ►September 1) tl.r 
Rulgarians onfer<‘d Sjlistria, which hadtliecn 
theirs until 191 a. Fr.oip th.e st(‘ep rocks \vhi< li 
on i la‘ southern bank rise some 2t)0 feet abo\'« 
tiu' l)a,nub(.“, fho hostile eye of ‘the Jlulgariaa 
<M)uld flow' oik'c more survey the flat, hatil* 
Kumaiiiau plain beyoyd the river. 

.But as yet the h*ft bank of tlie Danube la\ 
beyond fh<* eiy.'iny’f? n‘aeh. His most imme 
diat<' I'oncern was now to reestablish lln 
connexion bt'lweeu tire tS-ilistria and tin 
Dobritch grouj^s of Ids Dobrudja army, betwcci 
which a gaji interveiH'd of about 25. miles 
'I’he reunion wa.s attempt (‘d by jiu^pis <d’ ; 
further st r'ong advance'. The Dobrudja narrow, 
up towards the north;, the front along thj 
honler a.'^ drawn in 1!)1‘1 is a-bout * 100 mile; 
long, on* the Silistria-Dojiritcii-Baltchik Hiu 
00 mile.s, \yli1ilst between Coriiavoda and (V>n 
>la.n/a the distance, from thi* DanubO. to tin 
Black Sea measures only 50 miles, t^uiti 
apart from the I'liormous strategic iniportanc( 
atfiiching to the .rerna\c)da bridge, thl^ onl> 
one which si'ans I lit* 'T.ow er Danubt*,* it w a 
necessarily the endeavour of the enemy t( 

♦ 'rh(' iu';vn‘^t l>n<lj;o •juro'^s iho Danuho .nt)i)\' 
t\*raii\odik w.w that of Noii'-iitz-roforwarOfHii Irj llan 
g.uy, about ’ GOO miles up-.strciuu. 'Tln're was mau 
Ijt'low Cetuavod^^. 
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■yrh the’ sliortest possihli' front. The dis- 
.MTiize.tion of th<} Kunuwiian f(>r(\\s had 
,vea Maekens(‘ii •the imtial. vietori(‘s. Hut. 
'tlioii^di he wa^ receiving all the time fn'sh 
,.i,vfH)reeruenis he hiid to n'eUoti with tlie fact 
M.vt the HiiiKaniaitH wen; (ift^ding on the 
luier lines, that it was only a (jiiestion of wc^'ks, 
. not davs. wlien lie* would have' to meet 


stronii jvrt'ssure against,* the linljj:arian forei's 
ill the Eastern Ji)obnidja. Ihit • tlK> (‘ik'hin’ 
wheel along the Danulx' now threat eni'd its 
right think and its rear, and eoinpelled it 
1 1 uM-i'IJy to n'ti’ re. . 

On September 11 tlie two (‘uemv groups 
re-est,ablisla‘d <M)nta.(*t. with* ea.eh dtlu*r on tlie 
line extfMiding froili Karakfiii, ])ast. Ali'xandria, 
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anr«‘ ioi'i oida.l)l<‘ arid wlieii lie would 

lave to pa,ss from, 1 lav att*a-<‘k to the defensive, 
fe, tli(‘refor<*, presM'd wdtii all spe'*d liis w'heel 
long the Danube, until the two wings of tin- 
hil^raro^Curmaii army in the Dolirudja .-tood 
t riglit angles to (.‘ach other.’ An allie<l ion’v, 
onsii.;ting of tJie (ihst KiL'^^sian, th<* 1,;*!^^ 
.unianiati, and a' Jugo-Sla\’. iliviNTtai, bail 
itherto. fully, held in ch(M;k, and even exert<*d 


Arsabhi, a.!al l)u/.b.i.li 1 o K era, A'j.k Ii. In tlwir 
furtlar adva.iM-«‘ Hi'* I 'ail'j.un-( h-niian- Jon-es 
met, liou.ex'er, i\ i 1 1 1 a.n jner« a,sing ref.Ksl ariee, 
.uid o\-«-n w‘itli ''dino .-«‘v<.-re io\'ci'mi^. 1 bus, 
r.ff., on September 12. a, lew J’rn^si.in ereek 
i-egiiileiits, Mipjiorled by r»nlgaj ia.e’ infant ry, 
•knocked again->t a lliimanian fon-r- between 
Jafinifsa ami Kara Orman, losing l igbt gnn.s 
and a Oennan prineelirig who- ra .srimf dux — 
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niK QIJKKN OF RUMANIA AS NURSH, 

up the dinner of a disabled man. 


Iiiiti (lisi d;«.\ (‘<1 ill (lu‘ ha.(tl(‘ tli<* j irovorFia.l 
“ sliiiiiii<i licroiMn " id' liis i-iMM* iMid i-aiik {rf, 
..my <niitiiir|)<»iTi*y < k'nium uccoimt ). Oii tin* 
ilay 11.1101 lin* as iiidirtcfl 

oil fill' UulpM'ians hy < hr llussiiMis and Srrhiiiii.s 
on liir Piordali -d’rhillik linr. On (Jir nrxt da\ 
iira.in a ss\a\in;Z batik* \n as I’oii^ht round 
Aplaal, al>out Jiall wa.y lu‘(\\r<Mi <1 h* Oa.nulx* 
and tlir (Nrnavoda Ikiltrliik lailway. ^'rt all 
llirsr w'Tr iiH’i’r rrarL*Ha.rd actions, d'hr main 
Allird t‘.orr<‘s \\ rrr ^at lirrinr in pif part'd posit ions 
on lilt' 1 *a.'-ho\’a.-( ’opatlimi-d'ii/la. lint*, stunt* 
ninr lo tN\(‘l\r milrs south ol 1 hr (S'i’na.votia- 
Const at I /.a. railwav. d'liis linr was rt*atln'tl b\ 
tilt' rnt'm\ on Srplt'inbrr 111 anti a. pitrlirtl 
battlr tk‘\ I'lopt't I alonu: most ot’ thr frtait. 

rin* nrw s of Iht* tlt'ft'als in th«* Dobrutl ja 
rtuiltl not ha\«' faik'tl to prtitlurt* a tlt'ip a-nti 
painful imprt'ssion iti Hukart'st ( lox rrnmi*nl. 
rirrlt*'-, anti somr of t ht* nii''asur<^s takrn at thr 
tilin' bt'ar tlu* maiks t)f flurry anti aritatiiai. 
It was flt't itlrtl to rtaitinut* tjii' atlvanrt' info 
ri*ans\ l\ ania, ;\t‘t thrt'r tlivi>ions w t'l’r wit In 
tlra\\n fioin .Iht' inx adinir armit's w hirh liatl 
bt*rn anyhtnv hardily I'lpial It) Hirir task. 
Mort'ovt'v tlu* ablt'st Uumanian <iriu'ral, .Alrx- 
antlt'r A\t'rt'sru, was st*nt to tht* 'Dobrudja, 


to rt'plart' (Iriirral A.slan, w ht> Jiatl hithriti 
rommandrtl fin* 'I’hirtl llmnanian Ai'iiin (somr 
liiint's rt'fri'rt'tl to a,s tht* v\rni.\’ t)f tin* l)anub< 
lla.rtll\' batl ( !rnt*j'al A\ t'l-t'sru hail timt' to takr 
in hand tht' work in 'fransN l\ ania. w hrn hr 
was t'bns traiish'rrrd’ t o a. nt'W* thra.tri' of war'. 
t>nl\’ tt> bt' si'iit bark t«) 'f ra.ns\ Ix ania about .i 
month* lattr w hrn. in* turn, tin* ])osition m 
'fransV K an ia iiatl a.'-sunn'tl a \ rr\' jjra\f a pr« l. 

"flir ft>rrrs of t ht' .Mlit's on t lit* KaslM>\ a -'fn/ la 
lint' romjirist'tl, fowartPs tht* rlosi* of* tin' l)a.ttl< 
t'onsii Irrablr rt'inforrt'int'nt s ai'rist'tl about 
St'ptt'inbrr LM) t'irht Ibissian and Kum.anian 
di\ isit)ns and t>nr Srrbian divisi<ui. a.b»)ui 
ItiJMMi mrn \strt)iu.r. d'ln* lIunaMuan forrr-- 
rt)nsist(‘d tif fresh fonts brtairhl up from 
Transyl vanip., of tlu* ht h Uivi'-ion from Silistria, 
tin* j^arri'-on of ( 't*rna\anla, and thr Ihtli 
Dix'ision frtipi tlu* Fkastrrn Dobrudja. Tin* 
Kussian ftirers inrludrd tht' jzn'iitrr pa-rt t>f tin* 
47th .\rniy Corps and the 4’hird (‘a\*idry 
Divisitui. 44it' Serbian Di\ ision' wliirh wa* 
to disf in^znish itst'lf very hiizhly in fhe rn^tiin.i/ 
battk*s, consist injz almost entirt'ly t)f Jimo-Slav 
prisoners frtim the Aust rt)-llunpnhan Army, 
who, Iiavin^ surrt'iulert'd tti tht* Kftssian.-. 
tiemanded to be allowctl to figlit on the sitlo of 
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iDii luis hrrii iiuulr ot 
i.r liiagriificent Ijnixt^ry niid ili.-s- 

by Unit ' division botli by allirs an<l 
ru-mii's. The snprejm* diiiH-iion of all the 
\ I lied forees rested with tlir Itos^iiaii cinn- 
; i.mder, bhaic‘ra.1 Za.yonclilvo\ ski. 'J'he o|)p(^.'«^m^J: 

of INTaekon'-'eii wert' abuid (‘(pial in nmn- 
’• ns, and vousisted of thrtM* Bulgarian infant rv 
,ii\isions (the Isl and 4 tli, and half of the Otli 
.iiul 1:2th), two Bulgarian ea-valrv <li\ i'^kais, 
^<.itie smaller Bulgarian luixt'd units, two 
liirkish divisions of infant 13% ami a. <*on- 
^iderable niuubtn* of (Jenuaii regiiueiits projierly 
distributed as ■ eha.[)<‘rons ” among; their 
iilhes ; Austria and (Jeimaiiy supplied the 
h. M\y aT'fill<Ty. 

It u a.s in the eentn* of the llobrudja tliat tie* 
!\\o a.rmi(‘s joined in the lirst general battle 
jmi* that- a-nc-ient- high-ioa.d of nations. 

Like a eonneeting ridgix tht' high. ,hill\ 
l.ihlelatid of th<' I )ol)rudja <‘xteuds l>et\v(‘eu the 
r».ilka.u l*eninsula. and Southern Bussia.. 'I'lu^ 
. haiu e)f hills whieh runs througli tin* \\(‘st(‘rn 
|)eil)rudja a.nd a-t tains its highest; point- in tln‘ 
north, in tia* l>a.l>a. I)a.gh ^^ounta.ius (a-beait 
1,700 h‘t‘t high) is t!i(‘ fartla'st- novth(M‘u bra.m-h 
of th«‘ Balkan range. I’isiiig bedow Silistria. 


te‘ an a\era.g«- of :t0tt feet above' the' le-vcd ed’ 
the' W a.lla.ehiiui ])la.in. it eledle'ets tlu' l)a.nubo 
troin its e*a.st(rl\' eauirso. 'The' rivt'r turns to 
the* neu'th. eli\ i<le*'« iute> ma.n\ bra-nedie's and 
spr»‘a.ds its wa.iei's m the' low -1\ ing rtumaniaTi 
pla-in o\ or a boh «»f lauel whieh. with the* 
exeeptieai ea the* iie'ighbourhe mk i of Ihrshene, 
is abenil si\ te> ton miU*s wiele*. It is ue)t 
until east ot tialat/ tliat the* I Danube' turns 
a.ga.inn te» the* ea'>t. marl;mg the* fretutiei* be'lwe*e'n 
the' Dobrutlja a-uel Be^ssa-rabia,. Ne‘ar Bra.ila 
anil (lalat/. and betwee'u Isaee-e'a. anel dhile-e*.),. 
wlie re t ho l)e)brudja. Meaiuta.ius threw\ out the ir 
hist sjmrs to tin* ue>rth. a fe*\\* e*e)n\ euii'ut 
e*rt>ssings etpou e»\or the* |)a»Ulhe*. 'These we*re', 
''iiie-e* time*^^ imiin'iuorial. t ho gate*s threaigh 
w hie-h the* ua.tie»us a.nei armit*s frenu the* nen'th 
had swa.rm«‘el teewa.reB the* e*e>a.vts ot the* .Bge*a.n. 
It wa^' along the* liigh-re»a.d eel the* i>e)brudja. 
lha-t the* Boman Tanpe-ror rra.j.iu h*a,re‘d tev si'e 
the* barbarie* mxa-ele'r'- aeb a.iiee* a.oain.-t the* 
Tiaste'rn pre)\ me-e's e»f his Tanpire*. Be*t w e*e n t be* 
harbeair e»f ( 'oust an/, a. and the Baiuibe*. whe're* 
the* l)e)bruelja ua.rre)ws down te> a.be»ut .‘?0 uule*s, 
he* eeai'-d riieteel three* e-onse-eut l\ e* ])owe‘rtul 
hne*s e>f de fe*ne i*. Iviieewn e*\« u ne>w a.- 'Trajau's 
Wall. t 'miv j(h -i-ji |*>|( • peertions e»f the'^e* weerks 
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iwr still i-xistc'nct* .tlio «;ntn'.rK!hin<‘nt 

are 10 to 20 f<M*t and an? sUidded Uiroiijrh- 

dut t lieir . length witli forl ificd camps, 

it \Vii,s through tlio Dohriidja that th(^ sue- 
r*(*s^ivc \vav»*s of < h>ths and S4avs ran up a^xainst 
the* territory of the* J^yzardhio h]ni]urc, a.nd it 
was across it that, in th(^ Middici. At<t‘s, ‘the 
ncorcst laral. I’oute* led from tlie* scttl<*mc‘nts 
of the (yiimcaTi 'rartar.*^ te) (Jonst.ant im^pli*. 
Since Kiissia had a,d\ nnc<‘d Jj<a* hovders in *1SI2 
to *t-he ri\<‘r hruth a.iid t(» the* lle'lta of the* 
d)ii.mih<\ it was hy the; J )ohriie.lja re)ad that, 
he-r iu-mies ■’ mai’e*he‘d te) the sout h, to ti^ht 
fe)r tlie‘ lilv*ralie)p e)f the* ( h’e'ck -Orthejdox 
luitjeins; a^nd e‘spi‘cially t lie-* Slav si,ste*r-nat ion, 
the* Ihil^j^ariafis. Jn 1 S2S ( J<^ne*ral D^iitc'h 
“ /'n.hii.lka.nski * m}ire*he‘d thre)u|j;h the* Do- 
hriielja ayaiusf. Adriane)ple‘, ami acn.in in I.Sr)4^ 
during the* Crime'an W'ar, the Kussian Arinie*s, 
imde*r I'rince* l*askie*\ itch, cre»ss(‘d thre)u^ri the* 
I )f)hrnel ja^in lh(‘ir aeU inwe* ji^a-inst Silistria.. 

The* lnd^hre')a(l e)f natie)ns anel a t e‘rni)e»rar\ 
=5he*ltei‘ .te) the*m, t iiee Do'hruelja [>re*sente‘el ne) 
il t I'ae't ie)ns whie*h vould ha\'e* ma<le* e*e)n- 
:|U(*F'ors e*he)e)S(* it for |)(‘rmane‘nt s<‘t t le‘me‘nts. 
rin‘ e*entral portion is a- regular ste*ppe*, e*e)n- 
•iistiiiL; e)f tine* ^-^and e)V(‘rls'iii^ 4 : Jime*steuie* 

reVe'k. \^ith hai’elly a. tre'e* e)r runuiuy Va t<‘r. 'I de* 

riii'-; filt'. (‘iMili'i n‘(l on him I»n- 'I'^nr Nciioia^ I. 
air liis \i<*tories ovtT <l»o Xurk'^, nirnns litiaally “of 
kI (In* I tiilviiiL ( II ti( 


riV€‘rs lijse* t hemscK e*s* he*fe)re read linj? the* sr.i 
It i.s an open country, wheifeiu the huinaif e^ [ 
surv'<*ys from* any liillock a wlekv tract of lami 
ek'solate anel ..^ray like* the? sea itself. Th'o 
iie)rthe*rn part of the* flolirudja consists larplv 
e>f ImiTcii hills. Jn tho east ale)ri£r the e_*e>ast tin 
Dolnnidjii <ire>ps towards tJio se*a into flat Jov - 
lairds, imd is girde-el hy a/broael belt of higeiou^ 
Ihit this fie) nuMi’s laml \\ hieh ne) ee)n(juerjiio 
nation de*sired to re*tain. la^caine? the? re*fuirc oi 
hre)ke*n tribe's, of small persecute*<l coiimiiinit ic^^ 
from the) iie*ighbouring iStates, e)f fiigiti\i 
inehvidiials ; lastly, daring tJio eightc<*nth and 
niu(?tecnth century, of Russia’s I'ncniics, ('speci- 
ally e>f Polisli revolut ioiuirie's who sought IJn 
he*Jp of Turke'v or wile) ejite'red her ser\ ie r*. < 
To the* ]m*s(*nt elay the* nationality i+iap of the 
I )e)hrudjii re inains meist fautasti(*ally clierpje'rcd. 
‘‘ On forlorn she>re*s I have discovered hnm})l<? 
hainlei.s whe're* "J'urks dwelt in solitary aloof- 
ne*ss,” wrote tlio (^)ut‘(*n of Roumajiia ahout 
1 1)0 . Oobrudja in a-n artiele eoutrihut e'li to 
7Vee TJmrs of Xove-mh.'r 2;. rOlti. “Near 
thc5*hre>ael DanniFe* 1 liavt* strayed ameing'^i, 

.\t (In* liiiic of ll)i- Crimraii war, iJir 
Mvuluti<»iin.ri«*s and e'xilr-j nnulo (lie DofinKljji ll>f 
li.iso of fljoir operations npiinst d'lwy 

a. .n'giTnoiit Of Of toman (/(issacicsv consisfinf^ tg 4<lvi-ii- 
(urtTs of possililo • iiatiniTalily. 'their *li*!*ut i - 

Were Michai'l O/aj Icow .sUi, heller kn(j.\tii as Sa-dik Pash i, 
afld -XkhnH't Hr*y rnhiskl, a Lilhnainan 'ra.rja.i-. * 'I'hi*\' 
atooil in elose loneli \\ it It tlu* l*oli-.h Coininil leeV at 
Paris, especially with that of Prinee Ailam ( ‘/art or\ -.ki.‘ 
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i,xy iilhHl)it.o(l by Russian, fislipf- 

.*lk; whoso typ^ is so {lifton»iii from tbntVif the* 
iUiinaiiiaii poasant. At first si^ht ouo rt'co^- 
Mi/os their nationality —tall, fa.ir-beard(‘(l j^iants, 
;vith blia^ eyes, tiieir red shirts visible* fron/ a 
jroat way olT. It is (‘speeially in the Dohrndja 
iliat these dilYerent nationalities jostle toj^t‘ther. 
I besides Hiiinanians, ’Ihil^arians, Turks, 'far- 
tars, Russians, in phuu's even (Jennans, ^ive 
j»» «icetiilly side by side.” Aitd hen* and tliere 
,)U(‘ ean come, aeross small st'ttleua'iits ef 
Serbs, (jyeeks, Jews, an<l Arnu'niaus. 'I'la'v 
iin* all the drift -wood of the storms of histea-y. 
rhe Tartars in the Dhbrudja. aro fra.^m(‘nts 
of the -(JoUli'n Kordiv which withdrew from 
Southern Russia wht'n the c*ountry ]>as.s(Ml 
Hiuler Christian domination. Atnon^ the Little 
Russians desei‘ndanls can be fouler of C<»ssa(‘k 
reht*ls, of the* followers of NevkrassolT, aiul of 
tin* (‘veil mor<' famous Ara'/<'[)a ; ainting 1 Ik‘ 
< Jrej.it Russians *])r(‘\ ail all kinds of (piaint. 
n'li^ioiis si'cts, .wlio in'the days of ])ers#‘eutiou 
liad abandoiu'd th(*ir h(.)mes --I )ukh<.)bors and 
•^)ld |{(‘lievers, Molokans and ” Ik'/pjippvtsi ' 
haviuj^ no priests”), It^ w;is in that, no 
hum's kind, tla* home of nuiiiy VJirieais nat ions, 
■lliat. armies ^Jilhered from many distant 
lirnds" w(‘re now" muelin^ in th(' battle for the 
.•rt'lil lii^hroiul of the*- 1 )obru<ljj». 

TJie object i\'e of the I hilpu’o-t Jeruum troops 
attjickin^ the Ihislioxii 'I'u/Iji. line wjis the 
Ceriijivoda lirid^e * and tlu^ Ci'rmivodii ( ’(ui- 
>t.m/a rjiilway. Had they sueeeisled in 

<ii|)turiu.!4 thesi*, they wcaild ha\e cut ojl 
Runumiji's jieeess to the Rhiek Sea juul Russiii s 
lit.id to the Ikdkaps. Tlie railwjiv itself is one 
of.th (3 oldest in the Jlalkjuis ; it wjis built, still 
und(*r Turlvish' ruk*, ))y an lai^lish (Company 
hi 1 St it), and iyap lin'd by the Ituiujuiijui •( lovirn 
inent in LSS2. It follows approximately tla- 
din'ction of Trajan’s Wall, and cuts its liu«‘s 
jit sev(*ra.l points. d'iie Carol Jh'id^e, which 
ciU’ries th(‘ railway aci-oss tlu'. Djinube, wjis 
Ixmiii in tSt)5, and was one ot t la? Ion<j,<‘?^t 
uon brids 2 ;es iit the world; the cost of <'ori- 
''truetitiji: it amounted to n'‘}irl.\ i I ..“iUd.t )(>(). U 
"iJirts on tlu Kumaiiijin side ’ jit Ketesliti,. 
rross«;s the* left Jirm (|f the DjUIuIu* .ejilleil 
l>oMM‘a. then tlu* w id«' inuudiition ]>liuu ; and, 
la-tly, the naiiy htjuudi of the ri\'(‘r, which at 
this sp(*t ri'Jielu's ji normal deptli ot neaily 
lUiV fet'l . Th • total l(‘n^th of the ejiusewjiy, 
•viiiducts, aih,l. <Jther ' apjiroaehes across t|u* 
marshes, together' with the actual bridge 
■^'1 1'U^^t lire, *is about 12 miles. A line »>t tort'^ 
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<‘\t(.‘ndN ejust of ( '(‘i llJlvoihi-, blit !i)l.\ llig bei'H ' 
l.i. (I out about the s;mu‘ linu' as tlu* bri.dgi) 
its(‘lf* bv lhl<> th(‘y had lost all defen*si\,o 
\jdue. 'riu‘\' suri'ouud the bndgelu'jul Jil a 
■«listauc!e of Ji.hoiit tlu’ee mile>^, w liieh is wholly 
hiJide(juate jo jigjiiu.-.t modern heji,\’\ jutilhas. 

I iiless it- was possible to hold tlu* Rashovjt- • 
'I'u/IjI line, som43 uiue.’to twelve miles south of 
Ihe.laitige and niilwjiy, this mam Jirtery of the 
1 )ohriu 1 jji w Jis lost . 

On Septiuihir 'Hi the (Jermaiis opened llu^ 
attack on their left w'ing ) »et ween Araha^i and 
Cocarg<‘}i. Iji the imiiu‘diji.t(i luiglihourho'od 
of Hie |)anuh(3 the R/ilta Ihiehin switmps 
impelled their udvanei*. d’he attack was' 
pn*>-^i*d w ith .speciiil vigour laa tli of Kiiigea, 
when* the (Jermans laid been a.hh* to eolh'et a 
very eoioideraliie artillery force, Jind round 
Copadiiiu, jilong tlu* Megidiadiullehik railway 
liii'-. Aft(*r tlu^ lir-t diiy of Mu*, hjiltle tho^ 
(Jei niiin wirel(‘ss triumjilijml ly jumouiieed t lieir 
hi\iiii£ forced their way ” info the Kuiiuinijui 
line-. then on Se|»teinl)er 2h Sofia still ]UT- 
-i-ile<l in the stiitenient that tlie ti; 2 ht ing 'jilong . 
the •'iitin* liiu; ” o (h-veloping in om» ftlvonr.” 
Ihit the* tJe-rman rejiort of tlu? sjinu. day iif, 
elia-tencjl in‘t<*ne, and pn^pa-n.'S the. pfihlic 
for n N'ersvv,. In the Dobriulja,” says. 
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stub})orii battles )ia\<' takt*ri plar*' 

ith hastily bron^lit up reiufon*<‘infuts. 'fhe 
irinv (ief(‘urliii^ himself with great stub- 
M>rtiness.’’ Indeed, he* wixs. Tlirupgiiout t)ie 
i'<l four days ret)eated einMuy attaeks were 
-,|Mi!st'd by tlie Allied forces, and by Septi ui- 
!m I* 20, when th(‘se attaeks wovr ap|)roaehing 
, xhaustion, reinfonManents arri\cd whic h 
. II ibled ( Jenc'ral Zayonelikov.-ki to op«*n a 
, ( »unter*offensive. d'he Kuinanicin troops 

.iitaf'ked east of th<^ Ah'gidia-t '(jpadiiiu - ! 5alt 
rhilv lailway, round Toprosari. 'The Huigaiiau 
f nonmn) of vS(‘pt (Mubca' 22 reeoi-ds that 

iittack, and closes with the rt'assuring statt*- 
meul that thc^ 'Huinaiiians had bi*en i:epulscM| 
in disordia'ly (light." (’uriously enough, tin* 
iie\t daily ratii>n of Hulgarian, \ietories as 
arinouiKMsl on Sc^pttanlxa* 211 -has to be l(>ealt‘d 
^oine It^ miles back, on the* ('asieca I’aiirhe/.' 
Kalakioi line, and on S(‘pt (‘inbt'r 24 (igliting 
was reported at Mustafa-A'/i, still another 
live miles fa.rthc'r io the south. I0\ ideal ly it 
was the Ihilgarians who were in full retn^at. 
Soon lire iM't ircaneni beeamc* g<‘iH*T'al, aial the 
drf»at(‘r| (Jerman, Ihilgariaji and 'Turldsh 
fnfcM's were falling back thrcaighout th<‘ l)<e 
hnidja bi*yond*(h(‘ Ihie wliieh they had passed 
Dll S(‘pteinb<'r 1 1. 'The riait of the eucanv' was 
DDiiipletc*. V<‘t , uiifort unat (‘Iv , the* Allied e»im- 
ma’iidc'is dispos(*d of no fi’esh r(‘S(‘r\«‘s, and the 
iioops wliieli had stood in. the thi<'k of tin* 
light for tlu^ last four or- six days were not in 
a |)ositiou to pi’ess t h(‘ [pursuit. 'The Diiemy 
withdrevv his line to an average clislanee of 
e.lxait, 1.“) miles from the Kashova -d’u/Ja. fnuit, 
and t(K)k up strong defensive* |)Dsitions in 
whirlr h(* Vkould bi^ able t<» await fresh rein 
iDicruH'nts and a fav ourable opporl unitv’ lor 
a in‘w advaiiee. 

rims, in the tii*st ])ha,se of th<‘ I )obi*ud je. 
•iLihting. >laek(‘nsen ha,d failed to a.Haiii his 
‘Clowning m(*rey." Tlu' Carol Bridgi* and 
tin* ( \a*nav'oda-( 'onsta.n/.a ^railway ri‘ma.ineil 
• d'l l\ in Huinanian hands. A ‘d the ic'sults 
N' hieh Alaekc ‘fiscal^ had attained wc-n* by no 
means ineonsidc‘ra.bk‘. lb* ha,d snatelaxl from 
our Allic's t}i<^ initia-tiv’e in the Dobrudja.. 
lh‘ laid reaeheVl a strong line liemming in tl1<* 
.Allied .trcjop.s’ on a eontiimous front this 
trout ln'rAig now oidy luilf tin* length ot tin* 
<’rigini\l Dobru'dja border. lb* laul (*\tc‘ndc‘d 
his Jin«*‘ along the* l)anub(‘ south of Bukarest, 
tinis outflanking Wallaehia still farther to th«* 
east, lie had deprivc‘d iuiy Alli<‘d Armi<*s 
>'hich might gathi*r in the Dobrudja <_»t 


important lines t>f ^.upplv ; in eahi'i* words, 
ht* had sueeegd *d in fc-ireum-icribing tlie Allies' 
c*apaeit y for inilitarv' e*on.ee‘ul rat ions in the* 
Jh>l)rue|j-a. d'utrakan jtnd Silistriei were* <)f 
small ijiipeirtanee* ;1s t‘e»rt re'sst's or strate'gie 
lid pim i , yet, with a. v ie*v\ to e*ommuni<*a- 
tions, 1 he‘\' would hav’e* been <»f the* gre*ate*st 
valuer lea* an armv' eonet*ut rat ion against Ihil- 
garia. 'Two Bumaniati railwav lijit*s , tou<*h 
tin* Daiiuhe* at Olte'nitsa anel t 'alara.'-hi. eipposife 
'rutrakan anel Silistiia. The*se‘ eould how no 
Ionge*r have* supj)Iie*d the ihm*<|s of an Allied 
Ai^nv gathering against Biilgjiria. : it woiilel 
have iiad to ve*ly i‘\e-lusi v e*lv' on 1 1 lev ( *< 'I'lia v » u la - 
Bnkari'st railwav*. and eui the Iragmeaits of the 
line wliieh was b(*iiig‘ built betwi*e‘n ’rnle<‘a 
aial -M»‘gidia. bast I v. bv li's aeivane e* in 1 h»* 
Dobniei ja, Maeke'iise'u Jiad eanse‘d t lui 
Kmnaniajis te> weakeai Ihi'ir foiee's m I’ran- 

4 

svlvania., just e»U the* e‘ve of tile .\ list I’o ( a‘ri na n 
<‘ounl«*r offe iusi v e‘ 

111 I'aistern rra.iisy 1 viinia. the b’omth a,nd- 
S *eoiul Bnma.nian .\n nies vv ero .-^t ill a.el v ane'ing. 
d'ln* t I’oops «>f (a‘iie*r.il 1’resa.n were* ereissing the 
iime*!* iiionniain v\a.ll feu'iiM‘e| b\ the* ( leirgejiy- 
Ha.rgitla Bareit- range*. a.nel 5:.| »pi*e)a.eliing the* 

. railliea-ds in tin* 1’ppe‘i* Kokcl valle‘\s. 'TlTe* 
Se<*onel .\i1iiy. nne|e*r (le in ral ( 'ra.i me ea i m, 
who hael sui*ee*e'ele*d (Seneial .Vv i lesen on his 
transfe-r te» the* I )e ibiiid ja . snppoi'ted llie-m by 
a. Hanking move*nn*nl from tin* se a it 1 1 e -ast . 

( )n .Se‘pte*nibe‘r Mi the right wing <»f the* Se*e*euiel 
Aniiv reaehe*el l|e>nie»reM| anel Keihaloni, atiel 
em t he* same* e I rv the* l‘'e)m lh Bnnwinia.n niv ision 
niieler (Ji‘n(‘ral Sitiione*s<ii e*nle‘I‘i‘el the* ‘edel 
hi'^ten’ie* e*itv of h'eegara.s, m the* valle-v of the* 
AInta, a]>out iialf-wa.y l)e*twe‘e*n Kreaistadl. 
aid* I h*rniannstaelt It was freaii here* that- 
the*. Biinianian uatiemal he*re), Ibdii .\egiu, 
haei starte*d ein Jiis v iet e>rie a is e*\pedit le ai 
ae'r(ts.'-> the* ( ai’pat hia iis which led (ei the* feir- 
inatieai* of an inde*pi‘nel(*nt Bnmaiiian State* 
e*xl<*neling le» tlje* |)a.nn!)e*. But whilst , the*. 
a.dv'a.nee* was thus still e-eaitinuing in the*’ east; 
anel stimulating pojinlar inaeginat ieai' b> the? 
hi.'<ti»rie reininise*t‘nees which we*r<‘ take*n for 
ge)t)d ‘1iugnrie*s, the (irst signs of ilii* approae‘liing 
ste'irm we re rising e)\*e*r the* we*stern heiri/.on. 

d’lr- e*e)ner*nt rat ion e»f (Ie*rnuin ire)e.)ps heal 
h«*guu in* the I biiigariiiii jikiiii, e*spe*e*ia,IIy in 
the* direction ed' Arad luiei 're*me‘.svar. .Alost 
])e‘ople‘ had Ihonglit tliat the* (h*nnans, hav ing 
taken ova*r tlie; \'ejlhynian and also c*onsider- 
ahk* [jar.t.s fif the* ( hilieian freiut, *and having 




V- THF. TIMFS lilSTOliV- ah' Till-: WJF. 


jTi'i ii>ii botli si(U‘s ot* thi‘ stroiu X’allev nvixr 
t Ml Man', and exteu^liiii^ fniiu diiirlu ti» 
.:niiVit I'lie eiu^iiiy, wdio 

;in oxcpfnlint^ly sfroiiz f*(>uc(*ut rat ion of 
. .wit/.ors uud mtAiutaiu artillrry, (U'Hm'ihmI a 
...rital attac'k, tlu* main nf whielt was 

, t A(l- . tlu5 Kumaiiian Ud't. t-nitn'; 

JNfount lirami. After a wliole .day of 
1 A' si‘von* fightiucc our Allies witlidriAV ht^fori* 
tin' .siiperidr numl.)t*rs of the euiany aiid his 
, \ ell inorw overwladmint' superior-ity in artillery. 

As fara>4*’one can say at* present,,” wnitt* the' 
\\Mi* e( >rrespond(^*nt> of iho \"ienna Ady/r Frcio 
rjrssc from (Jerman lieadquarters in dVansyl- 
\jniia. under dat(^ September 20, 11410, “the 
Ihniianiahs ;^(*ne.rally fi^ht very well. Keliorls 
[i:i\'e reaeh('(l us i'rom th<' ITatszj'^ sc'ctor alioiit 
|{miianian units whkdi, liavin^' lost half their 
.ffe'et ives, still eontjnued 1h(^ battle. Similar 
I, H i- ha\ e* Ix'en observ’ed in oth(‘r seetors.” 

I'lie Huinanian retirenuait from liaru Man* 
was carried -out with (lonsiderable skill and in 
perfi'i't order, ddie main Kmua-pian line of 
» i amuunieat ion followed the I rats/.e^-l*<‘troseny 
railway to thi^ i‘ast , a'nd ran almost parallt*! to 
the li’ontii*!* ; tl.a* lfatszi*j^ iiujuntain ran^e 
intri \ <*nes 1)1*1 w (‘CIV t he'two. At. Ik'troseiiy t la* 


road and. railway, turn at an almost straijj;hl# 
antrle toilu* soqth and cross throujj:h thp Vuleaiji 
iUid S/,urdnk l*a.sses into Wallaeliiiv. It- was 
natqraliy the aim ot the eneni\' to i>ut(ia.nk the 
llumaniaus in (he llats/.e^ Alountaius and to 
reach h\' a sjhort. cut the passes in their reai’y 
Mith ihat ^oal in view, he dixudeil his foree.s 
into six eohhmis, which attempted a. widfj 
swet‘[)in^ moxeinent (hronujh the mountains. 
Ihit the Kumanians’ kept their front Jn’taet,* 
and holdinji on st roimix' t.o the nuMn ran^^e of 
tlu^ Hats/,e>; Mountains; (‘xeeuted -a. wlu'el to 
the rij'ht. d'heir ‘orieiual fi*ont at Haru Alaro 
‘i*an iiorth and south. R\' Si'plember 10 they 
ha.d n*aehed a. luie extending: I'a-st and west*, 
between Mount M’ufisini ami I'et roseny. Tliex' 
wi‘re now’^ standiiiLj parallel, to the frontier with 
all thoir lines of Vetri'at fully .covered. The, 
wheel on tile rij^hl. win^jj eontimied, h*owe\'er, 
still larlher; on Septeudier 2.0 tlie I^iimaiuatis 
evacuated JVtroseux' and two da\s Jali'r 1 ha 
(‘iiemy reaeh(‘d the \'ul(»an Pass. 

I>uriu«j: the ni.sj:ht of Seplemlier 22 2.'1 a new' 

» • • . 
ehani^v sii[)er\ened in 1 lie situation. Tho 

< k'niians s^cm to lia>’e inamined (hat they ha<l 

linisht'd off tlii'ir opponents, and withdrew. 

.some of tlieir forces to the* east, where a. bi^ 



RUMANIAN CAVAI.KY 


•22(} THE TJMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. y 


|>attlc wtus'jiiHt developing round 'Ht^rmann- 
Ktadt. Ah soon* however, as an api>roxiinato 
ecpiAlity of forc(\s had been establishecf, our 
Allies counter-attacked in t ho Vulcan Pass, 
and repulsed the e^nemy, capturing several 
'hundr<.Hl prisoners and seven inachine-guns. 
^t the same time I hey carried out A successfu} 
outflanking nuivenient from the valley of the 
Silu KomonesOu, which r.ndervd untenable the. 
enemy’s j^osition in the passc's. Kven more 
inferesting wen* tlu^ ilevelopments on the ex-, 
treme left , Rumanian wing. The wheel in tht‘ 
eej>tre and on the right wing had. for its pivoi 
the positions in the Tulisini-Muncelului di.stri<‘t ; 

our Allies had stubbornly maintainc^fl 
their ground! thus rcMuaining at a short di.stance 
from the jirineipal (k‘rman line of communica- 
tions in the Streiil Valley, Ry* a hew descent 
into that valley they now threatent^d to cut 
the cfanmuhications to the west, in, the rear of 
.tlu5 main‘(h*rman forces, which having turned 
the corner at Pc^troseny, wen^ facing south 
towards th<* Vulcan Pass. The position .of 
SejdiMnber To had thus Vieen reversed witliin a 
wec'k. To avoid being <'*ut off in the defiles 
.south of. Petroseny the (}<*rmans withdr<‘w in 
luiste into the Streiu Valley, and coneenfrat(Ml 

tluMF forces on their thr(*ateh(*(l line of comiuu- 

* * * 

iiieations, mainly round ^leri.sor, on the northern 
slo|)e of the Hat.s/,eg Mountains. 

.Ill the first days of Oetober tlie <‘nemv 
resumed his atta<*k' north of the Vulcan, and 
in view' of, the events which had meantime 
. oeeiirred farther east.tbe Rumanians witlidrew 
to the pass, having previously destroyed the 
valuable coal mines round Petroseny. 

On September It) Ckmeral von Falkenhayn, 
late rtiit'f of tlie (Jerman Oi'iieral »^taff, took 
o\c*r th<* eommaud of the Xintli (jlernian Army 
which hacl^ ])(*en concentrated in Southern 
ilinigary for a counter-offensive against the 
Rumanian armies. Re.sidesj (Jerman troojis 
withdrawn from the .Russian front or brought 
up from the int(*rior, the Ninth Army included 
al.so the Alpine Oorps which had biTberto been 
with the Fifth (Jerman Army at Verdun, and a 
n\imbt‘r of Magyar ri'gim^nts, most of which 
had gained expt*rienee in uKumtain fighting on 
the Italian front*. Wliilst (Jenerul von Staabs 
was securing the a])proachcs to tlie Maros from 
the Streiu ValU'y, the main forces under Falken- 
Hayn's command proceeded with the next task 
in lu¥nd, and advanced against the strongest 
detachment, of the First Rumanian A^ny, the 


Aliita Group round Herrnannstadt; • T}j. 

, Rumanians were to* pay once more the ponah\ 

for having 'dispersed .their forces, and were t. 

• * • 
suffer again from thcr deficiencies in tls. 

equipment and organization of their intef ligene* 

'.service. Falkenhayn, disposing of rmie}. 

.*mperior forces, sticceeded by quick. rriovefnent^ 

aciross the mountains in qutflanldng and sur 

rounding Allies in the Sibiu Valley. j( 

was not until a very late hour that tlie neces 

sary counter-uicasures were taken, and then 

it vva.s duly owing to the det(»rminat Ton and' 

resoii reefy 1 ness of some of. the coiniiuindcrs 

and to tlie splendid heroism of the Riiinunian 

peasant-soldier that a most serioii.s disaster was 

avoided. Yet the losses in nu'ti, and still mon* 

in material, w’bich onr Allies sufTcrod in that 

• • 

unequal battle north of the Red Tow'i*r J^\ss, 
were con.sklerablc. 

The. main* Rumanian positions north of (he 
Red Tow'cr Pass extended (;ast and w<>st, 
with Sehellonberg for their centre. To the east 
they rea(fiod Porumbacu, in the Aluta \'aili>y, 
on the roiKl and railway to Fogaras ; in the 
centre they extc*nded to Height 5(U> and the 
( Jrigori-Warte (6(11 niefres) north-(*ast of Her- 
• mannstadt ^ ‘ in the west to the S/.oesel-Orlat- 
Poplaka linov A gti]) of about 15 miles 
intervened belweeri the extreme* right wing of 
the Aluta Group round Porumb^icu and the 
vanguard of tdio Second Army, west of Fogaras. 

, Similarly the left wing^of the Aluta Group west 
of Ifermannstadt, hod no eomtexion either to 
the west or to the pouth. The two wings 
extended like the branche.s of a tree — their 
st.em being the roiul and railway through the 
Red Tower Pass. More than 10 miles of high 
mountains intervened between the Rumanian 
[)o'sitions on the Solid l(*nherg-Orlat front and 
‘the Rumanian frontier. No Rumanian forces 
of any importance had been m»ved into tliat 
‘ vital district in the rear of the loft wing of the 
Aluta Army, and on the left, flank- of thn Red 
Tower Pass, and even the placing ’of proper 
outposts seems to been negk'cted. 

The plan on \vhieh.the Germans carried out 
their, operations again.st the forces of Oeheral 

MiUioleseu was very simple. They advanced 

• * 

in thre.t* groups. On the wings, tavo groups 
were throw'n out., like arms, encircling the 
Rumanians ; thc^ column iidvancing from* the 
west was to cut tbeir .line of retreat tlirpugli 
the Red Towner Pass, whilst the eastern column 
w’as to step into the gap boUvoen the Ffrst and* 
•the Second Rumanian Annies and preVe’nt any 
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relief reaching the trnops nortli of the Ihxl 
Tower Pass from’ Kogaras or their n'trrat in 
that direction. By the time that both* these 
t^Ticircling detachments should ha\'o reached tlu'ir 
assigned positions, the bulk of l^%T,lkenhayn’s 
f<)rces \Yas to open from the north and wx'sl hu 
attack agttinst the entire line of the Aluta 
Anny. 

The Alpine Corps, undt'iv' the. Bavarian 
( Jcneral Kvaftt von *Dglmensingen was chesi'n 
for the encircling movement froju the west. 


provocati(ai. It \>as this hick of .experience 
in mountain warfare wJiich aeeouiit<’d for 
many hhmdtTs commit t<Ml by t)i<' Bumaitifins 
during the invasion of 'rransylvania, anti iO 
jiartu^ila^ for some (tf fht' jjiad omissions in the 
dis[)osition of tlu* forot's north of the Bvd 
'I dwer Pass, anil also for the ease with, wkieh 
these loivt's let tlu‘inse|\'cs he surprised by the 
encircling niarr'h of tJu» Alpini' Corps across 
thi* mountains. 

The (liit<' fixed for the general attack against 



WI.TH rUE RUMANIAN ARMY: CLEARING UP AT A CAMP. 


A rayjid lutirch across high mountains was 
^essential ta fhe success of their (‘nterprisc*. 
The Corps, consisting wiainly of Bavarian 
highlanders, trained and used for mountain 
operations, w^as admirably equipped for its 
undertaking. Tlip. Rumanians, on . the con-' 
trary,-woro neither equipiied hor trained for 
.mountain warfare, nor liml thc*y as yet »iny 
si^rious experience of it. In the days of King 
("harles no ono thought of the possibility eF 
wa;* against Austria-Hungary, and since 1914 
tnanceuvl^s on a large; scale in the mountains 
on the Transylvanian frontier could not be 
undertaken for fear that they might be con- 
strued by tho Central l^owers as a threat or a 


the Orlat-1 fermnmista-dt -Porumbaeu front was 
S(‘pt ember 2(>. On St‘pt<‘mh(T 22, a strong 
detai-hineut of* f h«‘ • Alpine? Corps was pushed 
forward from BcMissUairkt to S/.trlistye, us a’ 
guard oil the* If*ft flank of its inairi forces, which 
Inal mejantiiiK? starleil flieir mari'h ac*ross lh<‘ 
mountains. Their path led hy iSiima, ai-ro^s 
Mount (higa (about 4,r>0(>* f(‘et) and' Varful 
Sfrimba (almost. fiM't) to tbi; foot of Mount 

(^inilrelul. This point was rea<*hcd by the night 
of SeptfMiiber 2.4 24. 'without any resistance 
having bi?en eneouhlerc'd. Oti the n(?xt day the 
advance was I'oiitiriued across ditlieult ground 
and by bridle paths. It proceeded due south 
until Mount StrefYlesei wrfs roacheil near the 
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Hiiinaiiinn frontin'. From liorn tin* 'ad 

ussuriH'fl afi ca.^.tnrlv direct ioii. lint a .sitccii 
. • • • * * 

was thrown out tfovvards tlio Hunianian froiiti<*r 
wJiicdi on tho hiu? Mount 18^)0 to Mount Kf)l)n 
S\as to protect tlu'^ank arul n*ar ofllio Alpiiio • 
Corps against any siiddcai attack frf>in tho south. 
OirjMount I Sat) tla; first sorious onconiiter \Va.s 
touglit with Rumanian fr)r<*(‘s on Srpti*inf)(*r 2a. 
Another senMu in tho (hiiiszorn mountains 

• ^MiN'ci’f'd Ida* loft .fltnik of tla* lulvanrin^ troops.' 

* M<*ant ina* i ia^ hulk of t la* ( {(*rinaii fgrtjos roacJiod 

Mount goN'ariul duriu}^ tla; ni^ht of S<ip- 
toMihrr :i4 , 2a, aiul towards tla; cUiso of the* 
.following day thoy d(*[)loy(;d on tla* Crejba- 
X’arful front, about 10 inilcs (*ast of tho * 

(‘<1 'l’<»w(*r Pass. (_)u tla* assi^nt^l day. Sop- 
t<*mb(“r 20 Tla* Alpira* (‘Vu‘t.)s Jittack(‘d the* pass 
itsoM, roachod both its ends, p('e.‘upi(.‘d tho * 
niountniu .spurs ^\hi^*h d«>niinato it from tla* 
Vi St, and took u[> ])f»sit ions on Mount. !\fur^.^asii 
on the liumanian side of tla; bOrd<*r. Kear 
(‘{liia ni. at tla* so.uthe'rn I'lid of th^s j)ass, tla‘y 
,'^ue(M*e<led towards tla* nij^ht- in caittinjj; tla*. 
railway lino which conni*ets 1 l('rmahivsta<lt * 
w it h l{uinania.. 

'rite (l(*rmjin cohnnii whicdi was to (‘ncircle 
tla* Army (froup of tla* Ahita )rt)m tha (*a.st. was 


fvU-H*d with a mon? difipeult task. Tn its advaia » 
acre>.ss tho moilntain rid^e? wdiigh se‘parate*s tli. 
vallt*y of tla* ttaar from Ihat of tho Aliita, it na t 
wdth •deitormined rosistanoe. Still its superior 
nmn be*rs' enabled dt to force tlie> cro.ssiirj' ejf tla 
Aluta at. (Jolun and to interpost; in that district 
an effective* barrier between the Firstpind t In- 
Second Rumanian An dies. 

.• *()n tla*. ni^ht of Septerida^p 2<)‘ the CJerman 
artilh'ry began iti^ pre;paration for, an infant r\ 
aelvane?e ; the bombardment coi\tinn(*el through- 
out the night and in tho ehosem see tors <*liang<*d at 
a a.rn. on tla; fotFowing day into fir hirrriearu; tire 
of tla* gr(*fitt;st. inte'iisity. Tho^attaA^; procei'ded 
from two direetions. On the w'(*ste*ru flank 
Falkeuhayn pii.sla'el forwm'd very eonsidera])le 
force's, inch a ling seano of tla* best Noith 
(Ji*rman regina*uts against the) l(*ft Rumanian 
flank, in an attempt (o roll it up f ow ard.s* I he 
<*fisf*,* whilst in fla; centre a ])ow(‘rful blow wa.-> 
dt*hv(*n'd freau uolth of Hi*rmfmu.sta.dt against 
Heholh'iiherg, Ihdiau and Thalla.'ifu, with 
^raliiK'sh fo't its iilteriea'ohje'et iv<*. It w as to hn*aU 
np tho Runianiau front and throw' the* broken 
lore*e*s te) the; soutli inte) the* mountains, where 
tla‘y we*re* te) bo fini.-^hed eiff by the Alpine^ (\)rps 
afiel tla* troops \<bie*b H(J\’ajiee*d from, the* west. 






\MH1 THIi RUMANIAN AKMV: AN OUIPOST IN A CAM:. 


'I’lir ext i y ’ i iv'sishnicc (»f Hu* 

KuiiiaiLiaiL- iiitniif i’\' lriistrah*<l (‘xc'ciit ion oi 
tlu* "I’ho Ilinrianiaiks ^^\ rr<' hy awarr 

«►! t la ir critical pnsit ion, aiK I tlu* order was ^j^iveu 
lor a. |»(*nfr{il n‘tn*at in a. sont li-(*ast(*rly <lir(*e- 
ln»n. Jiiit strnn/^ n'ai'^uards ^^(*n‘ eo\’(*rin^ flie 
•iia>vcnu‘nt .. On llu* ri^lil \Ning llu* \ illaj^**'^ <>1 
S/.<M‘s<*l, Orlat, (lurai’o and Poplaka laid (o In* 
‘•a])t nred l>y t lu*,( JcrnuFiis one 1)\- one, and hit t(*r. 
''NNaying l>ii1th*s wrro fun^lit in their streets. 
Similarl\’ tlu* ]u‘i<j:hts of tju* Ol)r(‘'ju, ('ipara. and 
\ ah^re wer(*. deferide<l \Vith skill aj^d deteiinina- 
t lou, and t he ( iermans -tliemselx es gi\ e a. t rihuto 
of praise to the Rumanian tj'oops mIuMi fouald 
in t hat (list riet . 

X<^r did tlu* ad\ajiee in the cent re procei-d 
N'ith the (*\jK‘et(*d rapidity. It wa-s n(>t until 
September 'll that tlu» (hrman and Ma^ixar * 
it>ree.s eaj)tur(Al, the’ ( hauori-\\"arl e, x\ hilst on 
t lu'jr left .other re^im(*nts were sldwty making 
their wA.y through ddiallu'im, Hauu'ipu t* n 
'Uid Kast (*nhol// towards d’almesli.* Ni.'1ui'ari\ 
in their withdrawal from the rjieireled ])o-,iti»ui'' 
t h(^ Huntanians suftert'd 'eonsidera hie losses. 
Not ev(*ry d(*taehnu‘nt/* received the order to 
retina w'hilst this was .still jxissihk*. I'^xen 
beyond '/'alnu'sh tlu* r('tr(‘at was b\ <io mean*- 


easy. 'The strenuous eiideavaairs of fi*e>h 
.Rginanian forces to bicak Irom tlu* south the 
bai' which closed the Ib'd 'r<*wer I *a.ss to tlu* 
1‘etreatinjx .Armyth'oup of tlu* .\luta, did not 
suee(*ed in freeing; that hi/zhwa\ , t lioii^h^ t lu*y 
did much to facilitate its r(‘tn‘at tg the south- 
east. ' rhe, Se<-ond Army in the Cppei* Alula, 
X'alley could not cet up sutlicieiit iiuml»e!s in 
lime to o|u li the road to the east. It l(U'e(*(T 
,its wav as lar as 1‘orumbaeu, but by that liiiu^ 
the Ivuinanian ({(M aehnu'ut , which luftl stood 
lliore on • I he* j*\t reme li^ht'wiri^ (>f. the Alula 
Croup, had been -fj u’ced by the(*nemy to retreat ^ 
to tlu* ea>l and tlu* (uaiuan foreis eontinu(*d 
i(» separate the two •ariuies. 'The ]>i.*essuro 
which tlu*. Ituiuauian aiuii(*s were ineiuitinup 
exertiim in huisteru 'I’lansx l\ ania ‘had hardly 
any lM*aiin^ on tlu* battN* round Mermann.'^ta.dt . 
Tlu* <’h-tanee wc.s .-.I’lefi that whatexer their 
in'o^re."^ mi^dit have b«*en it rould not. haxe 
affected the i.->Mie^i»f tlie ])attle. ■ Oidy by the* 
mountain j-oub’east of the d( filevx wire tlu* 
troop-. oV llu* Alula f I roup able to break through 
the ('iieirehn^/ ;:rip and regain tluir connexion 
with Wallaclua.- 'The moxement . w as -carried 
out. x\ith ri niarkabU* skill and in ^ood order. 
I)urinp ilu ir retreat to (‘ainen|* thrmj^di tlu*^ 
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Altniii X’aliry thr Kurnain^ins ovon suorrMuled 
ill (-apt .‘{oo j »ri'^oiu‘rs. ''J’hc' hattli' round 

Iforinarifist af It is siniiinarizod in tin* Kuinariiaii 
ol'ficial i'ftttunnniffHt' oT S<*j)t iMnlxa’ ‘{t) : “Our 



KOCKS i)h I KAJAN, ON TIlK ALIH A. 

troops at 1 IrrmaiMist adt ^ attai'kiMl on all 
>i<l<‘s hs sup(‘!’ior oimmiw' IOichvs, after fiehtinj^ 
uliieli la.«^ti‘<‘l three days, r<‘-(‘st alilisliod tliiaf 
I'oimmmieHt ion \ntli tli<‘ south, n'jiulsinjjr (la* 
emauy who was attaekinjLi from tliat direel ion. 
<)in’ troops retin'd siait liw a.rds." 'The i‘n(‘m\' 
I'eport.s, and still mor(‘ th<‘ inoiN* or le>s fail' 
tastie descript ioia (»f tin* hattii' supplied h\’ 
enemy eorrespond<‘nt s and militarx' «'\[)(‘rts. 
sUfA^‘‘sl, or ex'iMi (‘\plieitly stat<‘, that the 
Arm\ (h*ou[) of the* Alula. \\ a.s annihilated, in 
the battle a.nd tliat it ne\ er sueeiM'ded in 
rea.ehiiie a^ain I'umanian soil. “'The mmihia* 
of prisoiuM’S is iin'reji.sinjj Ikhii’In , whih' the 
booty is (‘imrmous,” was tla* suu’/esti\<* a,n- 
iiouiMUMiient ina.d(‘ from V ienna on ^St'pttauber 
:{tt Hut then w lien detinite tienn's an* 
iliiaitioned in the Ih'rlin r(*pm’t of the next da.\' 
— t houeii e\ I'll t lu'se lij^ures art' left ('on\H*nit'nt 1\' . 
round — one finds with anuizement that tlu* 
total c*apf.un‘s elailned were prisoner.'>^ 

and HI jzuns, whibt tht' “ eiaormous booty” 
I'onsisti'd mainly of railway rolline-sf oek and 
ladiMi w aeons wliieh natura.ll\' eould not have 
bi'en witlidrawn onee tlu' ndreaf alone tlie 
railway line was eiit. It w a.s an <*xt raordinary 
po;iti<^n in whi<*h the Kuniania.ns hail let- 
themsT'ivi's be ea.ii^ht round J lermannst adt , 
but the manner in wliieh tlu'y ft>u,eht when 
surrounded and in whieli flu'X' finally e\tri<'ate<i 
thenisi/lves, does lioimur both to tin' eoni- 
mandt rs and to the troops. 

''In 'Tran^yK ania t h.e Rumanian * 1 roi>ps 
a'l\anei‘ with uireum.'jpi'et ion, s\ si oniat ieallN 
fertifyine tin.'* positions eained,” wrote 77e- 


Times correspondent -from rjukarest. undv 
flat** of S('j)tember 2a. “An effort is lx m . 
nuule to slraiyditen and shorten the fmm 
d'h(.* distrii-t round Sehilsslnir^ so(*nis to ha\, 
been chosen for fla* (*ommon objeeiive. A 
far as tla* h'irst Ruina.n4an Ai'iny w as coneu'riH'd 
this effort at eonei'iitrat ion was ei(‘a.rly iK'lafed. 
and its attempts in the iliroction of tJidzuieni^r,.,, 
had rmw-k* but vt'ry slieht jiroeres.';, when n 
found its(‘lf eneneod by tla* bulk of Ralkiai- 
ha.yn's forces. Hut the otla*!' two armic»K ion 
t inued' t hc'ir ad\ anei_- l-ow ai'ds Selulss})UT*L': aim 
.-eored several llin* sueeess(*s before tla* ehanj. 
wrought in th(' "(*n('ral sitnatioji liy 1h(* Hat ( e 
of Ht‘rniannsta/lt eom])('lled them to reea^t 
“their pla.ns. In the last, ‘days of Septemhe!- 
lla* Rumanian Arm\' of tiie Xortli reaeh* d 
lla* district of Libanfalwi, about 10 mile> ea-: 
<»f Sza- z-Reeon. aial .l‘ara.jd, tin* tiTinijiu- 
of tlu* railwa.\' line wliieh .follow s the vallev 
of the bittli* Kokel. I*a en more imirked w.i- 
till* advance' on Imth sides of tlu* ( Ji’cat. Kok ■' 
Jbv<*r, whi'ie the Ikalin n poiM of Oetobc'r 2 
a.t Imit s t hi' IHiman ians t o hax i' ^ gained e|*< m ind 
” 'The stru^yde <*ontinues in the ( l(>i*i2,eny and 
Ibu'^itta Mounbiins.” says the Riinniniim 
ofiieial of the same da.\ . " \\ e 

took 11 olhei'rs and oOO men prisoners .uei 
captured four ma.ehine-mins.” On the le-M 
d.i.\ further pro^u'ess w a.s made' Ix'vond Szekeb 
Ki‘ri's’/t ai‘ and I t oflieers and l.22tS men wi'r - 
taken, whilst (he Sec-ond Arm> , a.d vaneinc- o>' 
the front t h* 0 ;?s Schenk-I k kokten-l lenndori , 
e*aptin’e<l SOO (leiinan prisoners a.nd enjhi 
mai-hine-mms. A lini* drawn appiMixima I e|\ 
Ihrouj^h LibanfaKa, ?»lae\a.ros (west of Harajdi, 
Szekel\ - lxt‘rt‘s/ta.r, llenhdorf n,nd Hekoktm 
was, liow'cver, to remain tlie hi.i^h-water mark 
of the Ktimaniau advanei' in V^aslern dk im - 
sylvania, for the Ninth (lermau Army, now 
a.huut 12 eh\ isions si ronn, w as (piiekU 
advancing’ towards the laist. Ajori'ovei*. tie' 
h'w .Vust ro-Hnn^aria.n div isions und(*r (h nerai 
.Vrz von St raussenberL^ which at the i.*nd et 
Aueu'-t ha(_l btx'ii seat tercel througiiout dran- 
sylvania, hael b\' the liejjinnine of Oeiohei 
ri'e*i*iv e'd V er\' ei>nsiek‘rablo ri'inforce'ine'iit s and, 
as the southern front was now taki'H over by 
the* (Ji'nnans, were al 1 ' eoiu'cnt rat e‘d on the 
VM'stern slope'- of the ( leiroeny- 1 larjjritta ^foun- 
tain>,* 'Diev wen formed into a re'^ular com- 
pact army, and hi'iicefort h .w en* elescribed a -> 
the Riivt Aust ro- H nnuarian Army. 

beaviiiLT behind the Alpine t'orps in front of 
the Reil 'Tower Hass, and alsO ."iillieii'iit fore'es 



tlu‘ 'jnoiiiitai?i ranjjci', FjiIkiMilin yii 
r.ctiMl the bulk ut' bis army to tin* (vist , {ilono 
roads \vhi<‘h lead to Koj;aras and Sehiis^- 
iVii. As i)n‘\’ioii-ly sta-tial, during the baUtle 
! b rmannstadt the Seeond Knmanian Army 
1,1 attempteil to rea^-li tlu^ eneireled Kumani.-m 
. Miip by marc'hing down t ho Aluta. \ alU*y, and 
had t’oraMMi its \\a\' as Tar as rorumbaeu, 
miles wc‘st of Koga.ras. 'V\iv mo\ e was bold 
,,, 1 riskv. It implii'd an enormous lengtlnai- 
i-of tiu' front and an advance along a narrow 
.)iridor fi'onl which t h(‘ Kumaiiiau'^ conM not 

i. .i\c willalrtiwiL otherwise llaui In' retraiirig 
thi'ir steps. From tite sontli the> were t 

,a l>v the impassable chain of th(‘ Kogaras 
M.iunlains, rising in htaghi alxait S.tMMt leet : 
tlie norfliern sid»' t la* eiuany erenpied tlu' 

j. arallel xalley of the Haar. After tlie Army 
(hmip of the Alnta had i‘tfe(‘t<Ml its retnail into 
Wallachia t laa e would lia ve been no siai'-e in 
ihiigmg on to the isnlat(‘d advanced positions 
loiMid Fornmbaeu. Thv k‘f 1 wing of the 
Si'coikI Army w a.s, t hen'fons (piiekly dniAMi 
l,a« l^ towards l^'ogaras. Jlefore Die ad\anee of 
\ri\ miieh'superior (h'rman forces th(‘ town ot 
l'i>LMras was (naeuated on' Octolxa- t. The 


retn-at became nnixi i'-al. 'The b\)nrth and tlr* 
SiMoud Kvnnanian Armii*s wiac still in touch 
in t he dist rit*t of S/.ckcl\ - 1 ’d\ arhely , yet it was* 
elt'ar that if th«* retirement was to }>e eontinued 
st ill fart hi‘i‘ w hii'h it hadtobe t he e» ainexit >n 
betwi'cn them «‘onId not be maintained foi* 
leug. 'rh«‘ir natural liiu's of retreat wi're 

't * 

dixergtait ; the Sc'cond Ai’inv ha<l to fall back 
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monntaitt group ol Seorl ia (abmil (kItMt leet 
high), on t ln‘ \\ allaehian Irontii'r. 'The Inrthei 
retreat of the Second Ai*m\ hail to be a. wheel 
l<» the right to the /(*rnesii Kronstadt Sep>i 
St. <Jv<»rgN hn«‘, and linallN on to the Irontiei 
r.nig»‘ and passr-<. 
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Tlio riiemy ' afivaucofl in fliroo V^'oups. On • 
Ofjlohor it rornird .by. ii strong 

gi’oup or Connan (li\'isipns, ongagr^d tho Ku- . 
inanians n**jvr ar : Jvblialom), and 

Irtaii ht'Hi foi’fcd it’s way through th(^ (hastcr- 
wald against tlio l;hirot -\u;<sl)a<*h linr^. In the* 
a inixod (Ji^man arul Magyar oolnmu 
advancH^d in (hh din-ction of Vlodany ami 
\V%*i<U‘iib{\ch. In thf south a thirtl and. 
pufoly, (icriuan group luaWdxed jjast Vadu,. 
along f h<i vall<*y of lln!. Sinoa and across jtht* 
Porsancrwald .by rolana MoruHa against ^ho 
Ttir/Jjurg l*a.ss. .l^umanhwis ofh*rc‘«l a 

dr^ennined r(‘sist anco alojig tlxo \\'t‘.stcru C‘<lgo 
«»r tb<5 ( hast la'wald and thr? Pefsan(‘r\val<l, I)uf 
by tluMiight of Octolx'r o liad to witlidraw r»n 
to tho nuamt aiiK^us pbitr^au which, about. 

1 r> luih^s wide, cov'ors * t lie approacl;(‘s to tlic 
plain round Kronstadt.^ ddu*. retreat aerriss 
t hal plateau, oo\'ored with woods or h<'ather, • 
was rdToetotl amid c'bnfinuous fighting. I'nder 
t h<.‘ ‘strong pn‘ssur<‘ from th<‘ soutbern (h'rman 
eolinnn .1 hr^ hd't Humanian wing st‘[)a^‘ati*d 
from th('- ,e<*ntrt' and r(‘e(‘(j(‘d to tho south 

lowarrls th(' 'l*r>rz.bui‘g I *a.ss and Ha* La Oilui 

• 

mountain gcoup. On ()et(»b(‘r 8 tlu^ enemy 
enter'd the tpwn of dTav.burg. jMeant im(‘‘ t he' 
«naiu forces of th(‘ n(*eond Army Jiad withdrawn 
on to tlu’' Se|)si St. < lycirg^'-ftotfalu-Kronstadt 
line.. On the night- (>f Oetobhr 7 tho western* 
su})ur])s <»f Ki'onstarlt \ven* entered Ijy tlio 


vanguai\l of the OermanAlag^ air group, win 
advane«*d from tho xlireetion of WVidenlnn 
On tho following day a battle developed in i, 
j»lain north ]\ronstadt, w4iero tlio railw, 
line running^towards tht* north in the direct it. 
«»f Fbldvar, niarke*d a]iproxiinately the dividii 
lino bet ween 'the* (h‘riwans and the Kumahi i ; 
rearguarfls, Tlio bulk of tlu' Kuinaniun Am, 
was on*Oetf>ber 8 in full retreat. t-owar<l>. t}, 
fr-ontier, bht lh(i‘troo[)s derailed to eovra- tli. 
wit lulrawal. w(‘n* still •gallantly .eounter-attnek 
ing near S/.ent - Petr'P, <^r holding t hx^ Irerriead* 
ill Iho streets lif Kronstadt. In^ this bnttl. 
roniul Kronstadt t]»e rha'inaiis claim to ba\»' 
captnnHl. 1,175 ])risoners and 25 guns. \\\ 
Oi'toIxM* 10 the front i<*r range' had Ixm'u reaclud 
by hlu^ Kumanians on tlie i*ntire freait ftoul h ni 
Kronstadt. J Airing tho last stage's of tin 
r<‘tre*at lx*yonel Kroiist adt* t lu' onomy was not 
<‘ven iij. touedi with tlio Kumanian troops, iind 
e>ur Allies earriiMl e)ut the ijU)Vf'm«*nt ejuietK 
iTnel 'withenit the' smallest ele'mora-Iisiitioii in 
their ranks. ddx!*y withdraw to p().siti»)n- 
. whiedi w(*r<-^ .abeait 12 milos from tlx^ sunanit 
eef t.lu' freaitie'i* ^aiige'. W ith that •redii'erne iM 
closes the Huma<uan inv'asieux of Soutliein 
’^rraasylvania. "l.dx* oOieia) cotnMnfHiquc issurd 
«it Jlukare'st on (let ()lx*r ‘ 1 1 ’spe^aks e»f fighting 
near (Vasna in the vallev" <>f the Buzeu, ix'ni 
tho village of Altsehanz, u5rth of the 
bearing the' sa/gx' name*, ne>rt]i of the' \ ill.iL!** "t’ 



THL foc;aka,s v.\lley. 
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of Of^tobor Kn‘ii(rli inilitH,rv mission iirulor 

(ioiu'ral Hr*rtholot arri\'t*cl in Rumania to 
rrinforcH^ and advise the* Rumai^ian <Jeui*ral 
Staff. (ieii(*ral Mert helot luhnself was oii(‘ of th(* 
most. distin<^iiished. Kreueh eommaiKiers, and liis 
arrival was et(M| with tin* ^rvat<‘st jf»y 
throii^lioiit Hiimaiiia.. 

Kor se\’en wi't ks I'ransyKania was tla* setaie 
of military advajiees and withdrawals. 'I'he 



GENERAL lANGOVESCU, 

Assistant to the Chief of the Rumanian 
• General Staff. 

Ktimatiian and tin* Aiist ro- H unujarian armies 
movt'd forward and re reated os'er land elainuMi 
b\' Rumania, but rt'iuainin^ as yet under tlu* 
Ifapsbur^ seept e. W hat was the attitude «)f 
t liest* armit'swith regard to tlu' population of 
'rransylvania. ? 

'I'll ‘ distriets tirst entt'red by fh<* Rumanian 
armies ar<' la.rjj:t‘ly inhabitt'd by noti-Ruman 
raet's. Iii the t'ast, alon^ tlie Lppi*r ^Maros and 
the I'ppt'r Aluta and inthe plain of Haroms/.c'k, 
extend the settlements of the S/.ekels, a Magyar 
tribe, the worst caiemies of the .Rumanian 
nation. 'riu\v. a small minority, l)l«y the 
masters in "rransylvania, and rule with a heavy 
hand and a bitter hatiH'd the three million 
Rumans who iidiabit mainly tla* <*entral 4\nd 


w<*stern jjart of the country. In tlu^ so; 
bfdwetn Hermannstadt and Kronstadt, t , 
desceiKhints of the old (Jerman eolnui 
geniTally (h‘serib<‘d “ Saxons,” forin 

<*onsiderabl<' proportion of the population. I i... 
Rumans scatt(a*ed also in these ])arts of ri. ,, 
sylvania naturally welcomed tla'ir fell(, . 

countrynuai and liberators. Tlu^ - 

pres(»rved an attitude rif sly neutrality. Ii-i 
th(^ Szek(d civilian population, without ;mi\ 
provocation, in many ])laces t reticluaoie 1\ 
a.tta.<*k<'d small s(‘atter(‘d groups of Runiani.m 
soldi<*rs. 'rhis fact was not iiua’i'ly admit 
but (*\'(‘n (piotiMl with praise in th(‘ 

Press in the Pcsti Naph) of Si^ptianhi t I. 

I hit). Vet imwlua’e did the Rumanian eon, 
mi.n(lf‘rs take to reprisals or go bi'vond light mil: 
and disarming th(‘ civilians who often*d tlun, 
a. -tiv'e nvsistance. W'here\'t‘r the Riniianian 
troops advane(‘d proi'himat ions \\(‘re puhlishetl 
promising safety and ])rot(‘ction to all iiihahi 
tants. including tlu* .h'ws, without dislinetine 
of init iona-Uty. .\nd wlaai the time had enin* 
to withdraw no damage* was done by the 
Rumanian armies to the* prop<‘rty of civilians. 
<‘v<‘n if th(‘y belonged to th(' liostile tribes ol 
S/.«'k(‘ls and Saxons. l<A’(‘n enemy pape’rs lu d 
to aelmit the* or<l(*rly eharaete*!* of the* Rumanian 
occ'upation. 'Thus the* eoi*r«'spond<‘nt th.* 

\'i<*nna, Xonr Proic Presst\ who visitc’d tin 
parts of h'ransv’lvania which had been 
evacuateMl by tlie Rumanian armie's, statt'd ai 
its issue of October 4, I h I li, t hat he had neiw liere 
seen any farms ownc'd by S/.ekels or (Jerman 
which had siiiTen'd ch*st met i<in dining tin 
occupation or retreat. 

'.riu* Hungarian methods were very difh'rent. 
.\s soon as the Magyar authorili<*s laid 
recov^ert'd from tlu* siulden shock ot tin- 
Rumanian invasion, a carefully thought <nji 
scheme was s(*t on foot- for tlu* evacuation 
of the ilistricts likely to come under <‘n*'m> 
occupation. No Rumans vNt‘re to li * left b(*hind 
to welcome or help their bri'thren from aer<»^' 
the border. The S/.eki*ls or Saxons (exc(‘pt, o! 
course, men of military age) were lf*ft fn*e t«» 
ri'main behind or to withdraw with the Austriaii 
armies, anti no damage was done tf> theii 
property. Rut the Rumaii peasants were com 
pelled to accompany tlu* Austrian troops, and 
if they refused their houses and farms vv(*re set 
on fire. Moreov'cr, hostages were taken from 
among the leading Rumans of Transylv'ania t<’ 
}u» hold responsible for any untoward incitlent- 
which might occur in the country during th* 
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|-,,,nauiui invasion. The Thikarest Fulrcr.s'ni 

September 10, 1910 (N.S.), publislied a 

j..,K'liimation issued by the Austro-Hunjj: irinn 
, ihtary commander of Fof?aras umler datt* of 
V, ,,(tMnb<‘r Th<* ])opulatiou ^vas wiuiuhI 

, iiiist < ommitting any acts t)f espionage, liigh 
or revolt, and the aiinounctMutMit \\a> 
that should any such ineidents o<<ur 
l)i . Nieolas Sherban, a Human w ho re])resi ntcd 
[', ii^aras in the Hungarian rarliament, would 
I), immetliately j)ut to dt‘ath. Togetlu'r with 
hint were detain-'d a few leading Human pri<‘sts 
aii-l t)lla‘r Human notables of the <listiict. 

As V(‘t the t ii' iny had uowhc're a.d\anc(‘d on 
ii> nati\t' Humaniaii soil (the Dobrudja, that 
l.ai I of no nationality, may be left out 4>f 
M! count ), as y(‘t his armit's could Jiot teach 
Humania th<*ir usual l<*sson of fright fuhu‘ss. 
Air-raids wert* so far tiu* only weajion of 
liiulit fulness which the* (Jennau'^ couUl 

iltrcti\ i“ly empkiy against Humania. 'riie'V 
maile of it the fullest and most criminal ust*. 
Ihikarest lies so mail* th(' Hulga.rja.n frontier 
that not only Zeppelins, lait also 'raubes, could 
lasily reach it. TIk* Humanian air servi<*e 
wa^ i*\treme|y we*ak. and whatever ina<*hines 
ami llying-iiK'n the*n* wen*, were* re*(juire‘d for 
die* front. HiSpe‘cially towards the* e-jid e>f 
Srpti nilH*r, hax'ing made sure threuigh spie's 
that no Hre'iich or British aviators we*r<* in the* 
town, tlie (uTinans en*gani/.e*d a re*gular syste'in 
»i' raids and niurde*i'. .\ vivul picture* of the>se* 
lays was givt*n in le*fte*rs writte*n by an Knglish 
la.el\ whe) weirke^d in a Buka.re'st hos])ital, and 
I ail)li>he*el in I'hr '1'iin‘ fi eif ( )cte»be*r lih, I 9 I (» : 

l '» (lny 1 lo llie* witti .Mr.'-. auel my 

'iIh-i imr.Mj (writes the*. e()rr(*''|»<)iiileiil under elate* ol 

'^'•|•teIUher 27). It was 'A ee’e-loek on a le>ve'ly '-tinny ehiy, 
\\<‘ wot to an e»p<*n innrke't pJaee*, anel nt>lie-«*eJ tlntl all 
Im' pe*o|»lo we*re' lookin;; up . . . anel llie*n. lea- hall-ati- 
t.'tin- wo \ve*re* re'nily in it ! For llie-ie wi‘re* mv 'reiiilM-- 
"\i rhrad, ail dropping lioiiifis. 

W’e^ honglit our e'hee*so epiife* e-alnily in the* inarke l 
"nl elr<)\ (» oix. we* iie'areel I lie* luisjiital ''lirapne*l 

^''■;-Jin tej full and he.inli.s ail I'oiind. I pie-ke*el np eaie. 
a III woiiiule*d anel iineonseie>n.s, iiiid 1en»k him e>n with 
in tla* mejlor. A woman was Jvillf*d at the* 

"t tlu* he»j>ital. and anothe‘r man eliod em the* ehxirste'p. 
U (• weait in and -setlleal df>wn to work. We* liael thre*e* 
'•p' eitifais >)e*t\ve*en 4 anel 7, and we*re; just ve*in;/ hemie* 
-\h*Mi ine*n tin .si ret<‘he*rs h<‘;^an to e-<»ino in from the* 
l>fti*re*nt part.s of the town where honilis anel .'.hraf>ne*l 
'll tallen. 1 wiivd he)ine> not tei expe*et me* till they 
■o\ me, .anel wt* worke'el on till ne*arly ll.Hh, till all the 
■ ‘p‘‘rat ions we*re ove*r. Pve? newe*r liael sm h a iiiLihtnnire* 
day, tmt we finislual tlieni eill. The* ejlhe-r hei.-'pitaU 
o-re* hII full np, tejo.anel ther wonneled wen; all on e*r tla* 
'■piji, casualties we*re? .HO ileael anel ewer a Imndresl 
‘0>undf‘fl, fe>r tlie stre*<*ts were eroweJeel Nvli#*n the* 'I'aiihe*-. 
Mtne». Tlic hoa.st.s flew remiiel ami round, hardly a 
‘piarter of the town ese*ape*d. 1 >j;ot heiine, te» finel that 
and a le>t of otlwr^ hml .-itejoel in the rrt***t«*n iwiel 


watehe*il ; fi\c hi^ pie*. cs uf '-hrapiie*! ft‘ll there. ;in<l xe't- 
the* .‘%illy }M’iip!»* >taye*d. I InVN i* e*olle*ete*el the* pie***C', 
anel .Mjall ha\e lhe*iM de*cor.Ut'el with '-liver hantl'-. A. 
e-eui'-ents not te> do it a..:jmi. hut he* wa-. so inte're'-t ed . 
iuul say- it wa- -la h a (iiu* -i^ht that he* cmildn’t re'-i-t 
it ! 

Olie* e'ouldu't he c\cite*d ill I lu* ho-pilal. llleie* W il- 
ne» time*. It a ihstm- i- euttiu..- nlT lhm.^s au<l eall- 
• >ul " /xinf^rnn nt " or of/i/o lurtrn ! " likee a pi-le>l 
at Noiir heael. sou .-oui<*how tiiul it, e'\e*ii if you elou’t 
know what it i- ! Oia* ju-t woik- witlmut reali/iuj4 
at all what one i- eloui;.^. .\Ue*r it wa- all eivi'i* we* 
i*ollap.-e*il aial -.-il in tin* ho-pital uumIoI kitchi'ii with 
the pet I'ohe-ookin^ l.iiup anel elraiik hoi tea ami “ iirifkn 
auel frit'el to n'<‘o\ I'l*. I elou’l t(*c| it’ - over Net. \N '* 



(JKNHKAb CHRISTHSCU 
Commanded the Rumanian Forces in the DoFrudja 
after the transference of Ceneral Averescu 
to the Transylvanian h'ront. 

-hall have* the* hea-ls hi-lore mormipj n.^uiiii ; they 

have* only hall an lieair te» Hy toi more* homhs, hut, 
iwiee* III 24 liour- weuilil hi* toe* mueh for eine'- ne rve--. 

'I'lie-N e*ame« la.-t ni^ht , 1en». \ou know, hut 1 wa- too 

I ire‘el tei ^i*t Up fell* t }i»-m. 

Si:i* ri.M in.K 2t». 

\Ve*ll, yem’II think I a,m rouurie mj. hut they e*ame* 
.i-aiii la-t ui;.hl -i\ 'rauho- that’s thre*e* time*- in 

21 heiur.- ! . . . \'i'-te*rday alroa iy .-e'i*ms like* a elre-aiii 
e*\f*e*pl feir the* fne*t. that we* he*lp«‘e| tei save* lives, auel 
that’s all tha.t se*e‘ru- tei coiiiit. In tlie* marke*t, pe'opic’s 
anri' w«*r** hleiwri olT. aiul fim* man’s iK-ad ; 20 wearie-ri 

auel childre'u lay ele*ad in the- Mei-pital Ceilce*. 

Sia'iKM iiKit 2 ‘.>. 

It’s uearlv H ei’clock and we’ve* hiiel 12 lieiur-’ pe*ae-e-. 
d hre-e* ot the* pe»e»r le*;^Ie*ss fcHoWv die*d. ... I am 
trvin;^ to eonseile* my. -elf with the* eim* re-maiuiii;.; wliei 
will n*eener, A|»pan*Mlly a i^e*pp e*om<*s at m^ht 
ami the* six rauhes hv ela>. 'I’ht- heanhs he'liave* 
ililTe*r<*ntly ami proee*dure* i- elilf< re*rit w he*ii avoidinu 
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WKHCKACE ()!• A CEKMAN AEKOPI.ANH SHOT DOWN HV THK KUMANIANS. 


H /*‘|>|< <*!' i Hnhr. 'I )i<‘ loltri- Ixiiult' Iirr iliul 

|i()Uitril )MI|| tll4‘y piri'ci- tile aiul <‘\|>l<Mlr 

«lu\\ M-tnirs . . . .">0 you -d up. 'I’Ik* ^‘*‘|‘|* Im'iuW- 

<-\plu(ln uji -<(1 n1 ui^'hl yi»u down. 

liny oiM' liJts (iiMu tn <luri(lc. u-; otu’ <‘jm wiitcli flu* jip- 
pi'(t»u*|i liy nielli \\<‘ ill <Mir iM'dfooms and I nisi 

In lurU. So liu* \M* hast* Immmi lu»-ky. 'I’hny I In* 
^'iirtiiy \\t*r«* undoidilcdly a<*ll iiilormud by spu--- 
4 /sr till'll <<''*hIi/ lint liHi'r ri>nn' irln ii nil imr iiinm ii iri n 
Hii'Hil. 'I'hi'll iiri .si'iiiril of fin h' I'l nrh ti' nn' o . itml roivn nU 
of hull t. 

.Myncr\i‘s an* a lilMc olT «-uI<»ur (o-day. IT'- sm-iiiL* 
lilt* NMiuudt'd llial iltH's It. A cliild was Killfd in tnii 
sirt't'l. bad appan*ntly list* Ixiiulis in tin* Imspitul 

^u'Dimds it lias upst‘1 tin* patifiils. ol' I'niirsc. Inn 
llifii tilt' iidisti of till* macliiia* yiitis alum* is i*niui:^li 
t«i ilo that. riit* liu^pital you \\(*n‘ in Ini- bad lliift- 
pt'opit* Uillfil in It . 

\nd uitb il all tin* \\(',itbt*r i'i «b\int‘. It’s n‘all\ 
not tbn lioiubanbiK'nl tbat b.is iipsi*( nu', but all ilio 


bon‘4a*s Tm* si-nn. Out* poor cbap witb both liv'-* < n 
sat up 4»n bi'< b|(*<*duu- , stumps, ,sa>’in^^ * Tbank (Iml 

I’m ab\c.” No bombs bavt* falli'ii on ib«* intcriKd 
(Jnrmaiis, wliirb is si;4nifi(*anl of spy >\orlv. I iliil« 
Ibal. Ibi* Ki'd (’ros, fla.'- should foiiu* tlouii o|i ih. 
bospitjils. tor I'm uin* tliat tin* 'laulifs t r> for lluni. 

Si;i’'ri Miu a ;tn 

’I’o-day was siia|)ly \i'r.\ aniusin::. 'I’bny famt* !> 
raubt*s a.inl lb(*y wore <'bast*d all o\i*r tb«* town. .uhI 
didn't ilan* tli’op a bomb. Out* of tin* 'raubts t!<\\ 
bark, i*.ud I iiii<st*d si*i*in;j; it shot d(>wn. tor I bad !-■ 
s(a\ with tin* helpless, who u'el \ ery nervous, 

M’Ik* Krc'tu'li ii\ialoi‘s liad rotnn htinU, ninl sotai 
sonu* British siviators arrivml trnm Salonika ami 
tlio .10jj;(*ati Islands, and Ihikari'st (*«‘as(*d l<» be 
tin* happy htiidiiiLT ^rontid of tin* Koiolps oi 
tin* I ron ( 'ross. 
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CHAPTER Cr.XXIV 


ITALIAN OFFENSIVE IN THE 
CARSO, AUGUST-DECEMBER, 1916 : 
WAR WITH GERMANY. 


\|i.\MN<i AND Kffkgt OF THF ArsTHiAN Ofiknsixf. OF 1 ‘Mii i\ TiiF 1 ’|{i:ntino (Ji-mhml 
('m)ouna's I’lans Postfonkd 1 *ki:i*ail\tio\s fok tiii; !so\/h ( )i i i:nsi\ |.. 'I’m; l‘'H.in'iN«; of 
A i (H'ST (■) Ckfat Italian Advangf Kall of (Ioui/ix Adxangf on riii.: (Aiiso |{i;si i/rs of 
rwFiAF l)A^s' Kkihtino KnirnKK Itali.w C)i*i;h\tion.s sndCains in Sfi’Tkmhi II \\ i) ()( roiM II 
(.\sT I’hasf OF Tin: (^AKso Offfnsix K Otiifk ()im:i{ vnoNs Ad\ xnli; i eon tin: PAssx Ales 
M iLir\u\' PiioGUFSs i.N MU() f r\LV and thf Balkans I taia Dim lmii s \\ \|{ on Cfhmwx. 


T HKI\K was .ii ^n'at dral of disrussion 
iM'^Mrdifi^ (Iw r(‘!d ohjtM-t ivc of tho 
\iisti iaii off(‘iisi\'(“ in I hr 'rrrnlino 
which was successfully rcpuls<‘d in 
.lime, after six w(‘eks' very Imrd ti^htine.* 

Man\ ci-itics thi’cw doul)t upon the theory (hat 
I lie mx adei’s I'i'ally hop<*d, <a* intend<‘d, to rea<'h 
ill'' \‘eii(‘ticin plain a.nd cut. th«* l(alia.n liiu's of 
' '‘Miinunieat ion with the Ison/o front. 'riie\ 

• iiviied tliat with the ti-ooj)s a.\a.ila,hle the Aus- 
ii'ia.n ('oinniand could not liaxc e\pevt<‘d to 
"Xereniiic t h(‘ iiiuch hiir^er foj-ces wliieh < lenei-al 
' idonia wa.s a.l)l(* to hriiii; a.^ainst his adser- 
• lues. 'There is much to be said for such an 
‘U■,Ellnlent, but it st'cms to be based upon two 
''"'tiiiipl ions.'iK'it lier of whicli appears justifii'd. 
Il a’^snines a <*(»ri*ect ru'ss of judeim-nt on the 
"'•ft (»f ili(‘ vXnstrian, or Aust ro ( lennan, Ih'i^h 
' oiiiiuj^ikI which fort unati'ly was not alwa\'s 
'^ident. It a.ssunies further that in the event 
’! the iiuTiders <‘sta-blishiiifi: themselv<*s sncc<'.-S’ 
iilly in the X'enetia.n plain no assistance would 
'I'Ve })j.cn ^iven by (Jerniany to the orimnal 
p' ratine force. If the tir.'.t pha..se of the ino\e- 
"“■nt had Ihmti wholly sncces.-.fiil. if the Italian 
' ines, and partieularlX; the l(*ft win^, had not 
^' tied the \ iolencc of the Austrian assault, the 
*''or to the plain would have beixn fairly forced, 
♦ Se.. Vol. rX., (’Imotcr (’XXXIX. 

^;ol. XT.— Part 137 . 


atal. to pul it slan t l\ . il w ould ha \ e beiMi w oi l h 
while f.;oinjj on. Au'^lIiaV duty was to batter 
down the ^at(“. 'There is jjood reason to belief' 
that ifthisiiutN had heen fiiltilled an attempt 
would ha\'e been maile In <*onlinue and dexelop 
the (►ITensivc, with < Jen nan help if < Jenna n help 
were ni'cessarx . 'That (Jennanx and Italy were 
not vet formally at war \\ould ha.xe mattered* 
little. (Jennanx had .ilreadx helped .\uslria in 
ex’ery w a-x that suited her, ainl though it is 
probable that she wished to a.xojd xx a,r xxith 
Italy, or xvi''hed at least that th«‘ <leela.ra,t ion 
should come from the otber side, .-.he would 
hanlly haxe reliised tin* ehanee of a, smashinji; 
blow, if t ha.t ell mee ha.d «»riered. \ ery pro 
babix <J«-rniaiix’ would not ha.xe been able to 
a-.-Nsist.* TAent-^ jiroxeil that he had mi-ea,leu- 
lated the po^.alnlit M'S of .\lhed aetimi holli on 
the xxeslern arid e.i,-,lern Iront. , but w hen t he 
Austrian ojfen.'ixe bee,in, the hope-. «)t the 
('enlra.l lAnpire'- were rumiiiiL' hiL^h. 

It ma.\' fa,irl\' be assumed, therefore, t ha.t the 
.\us1rian drixe in the Tnntino ha.d reallx t \x o 
objectives, 'Tlie la.r^er aim must ha.xe been to 
4 )pen the wax' for a. deefvixe blow a^^ninst Ita.Iy. 
I'his enterpri''e .-eemed i o promi.-e a jjood elairice 
of sin-ees<, for the enemy eommand knew (hat 
lta.ly xvas short uf heax y pnins, a.nd it had 
altojicther umlere't imat ed Ita.ha,n power.-, of 
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rcSintiuifc- mul ItAliiiu ri-simivc. An<l fttilinp 
rti.i iilfainmi-nt of tli<' iiuiiii ..bjcftivf, tv sc-comf 
sinned uell . vvitliiii reiieli to.. piMalyst' H'O 
Italian offensive wli'ieh had been, prepared on 
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'I’Ik* .Iti’Jiiin, pivpiimtions luul h(.n*n lon^ a.iHl 
tliorou^di. 'Plin w inter inoiitliH- (»f 11M5 It) Imd 
i)c(‘M sp(‘nt in ecuseless l}il)()ur,‘(m tJn; front, in* 
the training eainps, and. in the innnitioti 
j’ael d’lu‘.s(' last. \>(‘re still tot) few lor 
Italy's re( jiiireiiK'nts, and sho-was gri'iitly liandi- 
Ciipped )>y (lie dillieuKy of seeurin^ adi'ipiate 
snpplit's of sti'el and voal, but very ^n*at [)ro-' 
jijri'ss* luul been made. Spi'eial attention was 
■ devoted to the provision of a. new ann the 
* hotnhttrdtu a ;^lof'ifled t reiieli-nioi tar, Italy’s 
maimfuet iirin^ resonre(*s wert' insiidieienl. to' 
him out tin* miihlier of luniNy ^uris reipiirt'd to 
ih'inoli.sli the enemy trenelics in t-be N\ay that 
expern'nee on all fronts hiul shown to be neces- 
sary. 'TIm* hen )ie attacks of lu'r infantry in the 
snjnmcr and wut iimn of 1‘H.ohad faiUsl to Wreak 
tin* Austrian liiu*s owinji to lack of • sullieicnt 
artillery pn'paVat ion, and tlu* i>roblem that pre- 
. senteil itself wais v<*rv serious. Italy'^ allies. 
conM^ive little help, for tin* diMnands on their 
output Wi re* idrt*july ^ri’aiti*!' than they could 
met‘t. M'ln* (pn*stion was how t() s(*eure a 
siinicicnt weight, of lii^li explosivi* fire upon the 
eiu'iny positions, and the answer \yas the )>!•' 
Uomhar.hi, thniwinj^ an H-ineli projectile a 
miieh furtln'r dist jmee . than wjis generally 
.•.‘iuppo.<f('d 1() b(* uithiu the rangi* of the* treneh- 
mol'far trib ’Tin* hoinhanhi had obvious 
adximtgges ovi*r (lie big gun, given Italy's 
special position. It (‘ost little, reipiired li com- 
pfiratively insignificant amount of the p*reeio;:s 
raw •material, and it could be turned diit in 


a.ci(‘qi*ate numbers. *lts disadvantage's w , r * 
.e((ually obvious m a short time. It wtis inu. 
more \ ulnorable than a gun, for it had to I 
pushed far* forward, where the big flame (ji e 
discharge made its position easily deteeti'd.., 
that it* Ijecame a edmparatively ea.sy mark t- , 
tlie t*nemy’s artillery fire. The ad,vain,.l 
jiosition, iporeover, naturally -com pi ie,at(*d. ti.. 
<pie.stidn of ammunition supply. Nor was il,. 
lire of the bomhardci as ‘aecurat(> Us that of t};,. 
gun. It was eonfessedly a pis allcr, but ji 
served its imrpii.se well, as events were to shev^. 

'Ph?* formation and training Of boHihuihi 
batteries stood out as. a special feature of Ok^ 
winter pre|mratioiLS, but thi'se* wen; \«‘i\ 
ex'teiusivo in other directions. Tlu* spring found 
immy new fonnatiops ready to taky the field, 
and tlu^ hard work of t he munition faetori(‘s had 
brougjit about a gn'afc and necjt^ssaiy inen 
in the proportion of machine-guns and light and 
medium artillery allotted to each division. 
'Phe Italpin Army was immensely strong(‘r t lian 
if. had, lieen during the. summer and autumn 
eainpaigii of 1015., * 

Preparations were •well, advanced when 
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AN ITALIAN “ BOMpARDA ” OF 240 mm 
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i.|.,.rnuiti^n regarding tnie Austrimi front. But tho * ooinnumdcr-iii-rhiof luul 

li. ,i ill the Trcntino iiulicati'd that this sector misgivings, and no hesitiilions., His einphatie 

^,1 iu’ lint' >vouldroq»iirereinforceniont, and some ‘ iNords, utteivtl at atiine wlien tfie figliting in 

,,i !lie iK'W troops dostined for the Ison/.o front . the Mrentiifo rilled aimost. evcay mind but liis 
V, It' diverted to tUo threatihied'area. As was nwn,^ a.<lniitted c)f no doubt or questioning, 

^li.twn in (Miapter CXXXIX., tlie extent of tlie “I shall luako tfio big o!T('iisi\-e (Ui the lower 

iiiiiiiineut Austrian effort was inisealeulated, Isonzo.”-** As soon as the Austrian offensive 

■n 1.1 it soon proved necessary, to conci’ut rate a. ^v^ls fairly held (Jeiu'ral (hdorna ordereil 

yrv\ large force to provide against th(' t'veut plans to be drawn up for tlu' (piiek transport 

,,i ili(' (Mieniy bri'aking thrwugb. A great part <»f the necessary force's to tlieir original (k*stina- 

(,)i the new' n'.serves were hurried to the Vieenza t ion— the Isonzo liiu'. Tliey had tiiiother duty 
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district, and . there tla^ counter-offensiv4' w\ a.s to p<*rfonii lii>t ^ flu ir sluir.c in Mu- countj'r- 
I'T.'pan'd, in the inaniK'r already descrihod. o||.*nsive that, was to sigii^l I lie tiiad iaihiri 

But (Jeneral Oadorna* never let diis mind ot the Austria, n attaih, but e\'ervthiug was tf 

!"• divcTted from' the original plan.^ \\’li< n . Ix-’-in rea-ddioss for t Ik* ’inonaait ,f lia,t (Icncni 
Ihe Austrfiin troops were still pressing hanl Ladorna. loresaw . 

^'pnn thi, last mountain bulwarks and the 'I'he Austrian oflensive, its failure, and tlu 

butsting shells eoiild bo clearly seen from . .-kilful retreat tha,t withdrew tlu' invadini 

' h’en/a, he declared his intention <*learly ' troops to strung deh-usive posit ions hefon* t h. 
'>f‘d firinlj’ 'to (leheral IN'Coridhraldl, tlu* *. Ttalinn eo*unter-ofhnsi\ »■ ctaild pir)p(‘rly develop 

' ■»nmaudef of the 'Army that was being so havt* b(*(‘n ilesiTilu'd. It may well )ia,v(' lieei 

"pdy tried. It was at a moinent when many a great temptation to’ the' Itahirii (Sanmandei 

''*»red that all the' strength of Italy would in-Lhit-f to push the Count er-o[lensive .sti 

>'■ neeessaTy to resist the invader, and when farther, to freti tlu* small area of Italian so 

'any others thought that in any .ev« ‘lit (Jeneral that ;^till rwinaiiKul to the iUvad<‘rs,.and win 

* "loma would bo .imiblo to spam at ton! ion ,I,„ wonls. They dcso.l a hi»t.',r 

‘i*d troops for importaui action* on his eastern conversation with Ccru ral r.-cori-ChraKlL 
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iJi-inTiil ( 'ji< lorii.i. ili4l 
not [>liiv with til'* 1 « ‘I r I ) )t ji t ion . "Tiic* .Viist I'iiins 
Ix'Lnin to n tn jit on .Juno -o, itinl on June* 
llio nioNoriH-nl of Itnlnin troops to* tin* Isoii/.o 
tront I\r^rr\r units <jui<*tly 

t rnn^port I trom flir \’i<<‘n/.;i. di '«{ rirt : ilnitts 
\\ no >»*nl t ( » I hr iiiriiir < mi tin* Isonzo, and inu<*}i 
war niatrrin.l was rol/r-rtrii in the (‘Hsfrrn 
yoni*. d’Jiis plia-(‘ of llir prrparation Jastrd 
r\a«*tl\' iiMii* wroJvs, diirin*/ uiiirli tiinr t lir 
1 roop-, on llir 'I'l-rntino hordir* w(‘rr ki'rpin^ 



\l\l\ DlTKl{ Ol^ AOSIA. 
(aiinitiiiiuleJ the 'riiird Italian Army. 

tin riiriMN l)U'-.\ at \aiious points, and t hr 
Austi’ian.'N \\ ri*r liirtlirr distra.rtrd }»\ nrw 
inoyrnH'nts m Ilmiiiu. tlir nr\t wrrk, 

Ir-MM .)ul\ 27 to August I, in tlir wotfU of t hr 
<»nirial rrport , “tin* rral stralrou*. inanojuvrr 
^\a^ <*arrit‘d out. ' Lar^i* iiia^srs of tr<M>ps. 
with mui'^ an<l fKuntitt nh' , w<‘rr swift l\' tran.-^- 
trrn d to l hr l -on/ct fiMut, and l>\- t hr rxrnint; 
o| .\umis( 2*r\rt \ mafi was in plarr, ainl i‘\fr\ 
'l’hi‘ ihf‘v‘rt it>n of 1 lu* at t ark w as »Mit nisiod 
to t hr I )uk<' <)f .\o'-ta. ('otiiinandrr of tin- 'Idiird 
Ai'm\ . 

I hr ottrii'sivt' wa-^ prrrrdod l>v a frint. 

(hi Aui^U'-t .1, attrr ;i hra\\ hoinhardimMit , 
t hr hahan.'> launrhril ati attark aLTaitisI t lu‘ 
low liills ra-xf ot , rhr'y storinrd 

Hills sr> and 125. hpjih.gf liirm afrradN' stainrd 
drrply with Italian and .Vn^triati nlf^id.*., Hut 


thrir su(*(*rss. was only tfanporary. 'I'hr rin 
Iiad fillrd the trrn4*lir*s with ^as. hoi nhs, ] 
tliry r.\|.)k>d(Ml as*tli(\y W't*rt' drixen «out 
thr disor^aii i/at ion wliirh follOw.s thr sn(*(( , 
nsr of ^ni.s, t*h*‘ vVnstrians .eonnt rr-jit t j,< i 
and 1 hr Italians wi*r(* (h*i\'rn from (hr trrn. 
Ih<‘y ha.d won.* '{'hr attark liad'failrd foi - 
jnoinrnt, hut it was to Ik* rc‘nrwt‘d, and m ■ 
inrantiiia^ thr Austrians' Iirli^'vrd Ilir\ 1 
fouiifl tin* dauLcrr- point. K ‘inforrrmrnt*> w- 
hurrird to- the* Monfalronr srrlor of tlir In. 
whi<*fi (vintinuril to Ik* lK*g.vily hoinlrud. 
'Idir ^iins were now- thundrrin^ all alonLi ili 
Ison/o friMil, ))ut sprrial at t^Mit it mi w.i^ Ih m: > 
paid to tin* littlr ridm* that ris(‘s l)r\-ou'l lii. 
Korra. di M onfa.f(*onr. 

On thr na>rnin,Lr of .August h th'* It ih.in 
}ira.\y ^uns an<l hoHt^>arf/r op(*nrd a. furiMu 
tin* on a. front of ahout 10 iniirs from .Mnutc 
Sahotiiio to Montr Sa.n Mii*lirli*. 'I'hr rni-no 
froiit-linr lrrni*h'‘s wc'n* pia.rt ira II \ < ihht rial i d 
'I' 111* hont^Htnh did th<‘ir dut\', a,nd for thr fiia 
timr tin* infantrx' rould frt*l tiait t h“\ ha I 
a fair rhaiirr, Xo douht thr <‘nrm\'. siuillrn 
h\- a. r4*asrh‘ss storm of lu'a.x \' sh«*lls surh a- 
t hr\' had not r\p(‘ri(‘ur('d hofor*!*, llaaiuht that 
1 Ik* pi *nd Ilium had sw unr; too far. 'Thr .\ust riau'. 
likr thr ( Jrrmans. liad sr^ji j In* lirroir att.i-k'- 
of 1 hrir opponrnt s,fa.il . oi* onl \ pa rt iall \ siiriaa ■ I 
I hrourli la.rk of hra\’\' arti'lri*\- ; and wlnii tin 
drtirirnrx was maili* jj^ood thr Austrian-^, liki 
tlu* (Jrrmans, protrst(*d against thr tu!*\ ni 
sh**lls that })rat down thrir rar(*full\' ))i*rpii'<I 
drfrnrrs and liurird many of thr di'fiaidn' in 
thr trriK'hrs a lid duLi-outs. 

'I'hc* w h< »h* f r*onl from Sa I >nt i m > to S.m M m* 1 i* I- 
was oxrrwhrhnril hy thr Italian lirr, hut I la 
main a.tta'ks xx'i‘ri* ilirrrtrd upon t xn o srpar-il» 
sri'tors thr linr that ran from thr SahoiiiM- 
ndm* throu^li thr hi’okrn hills about Oslaxi' 
to thr hog back of I’odgora. an<l tlu* linr trarnl 
aliMig thr summit of San Mirhrir. I h* 
positions on thr low ground, brt wi'rn l*odi:«a, 
and th<* ( \i.rso, xvrrt* rlra.rly doouAi'd it 1 la 
hrights wrvr gainrd. All the* t hrrr hills uirf 
tionrd luid alrraily xx itni'ssrd drsprratr light iuL* 
"Tlir xxoods on till* sloprs of Sabot ino and "H 
bodgoni laid gonr up in tiamr haig brtorr : 
tlu* barr. stonx' rrrst of San AIirlu*Tr had hrrn 
xxon and h^t by tlu* Italians, aftrr.a brillian’ 
attack w hirh rould not lx* made good owitiL 
to thr ronx'rrging artilirrx' tirr of thr rnrm> . 
Sjvliotino, too, had <Mii*r brrn takrn, and lo'-t 
again oxving to a drlax' in tlir a.rrixnd ot t hr 
rrsrrvrs. Thr drsolatt* suinmiL of Podgora 
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lunl tor tiiiM* hrcij pijwt irall^' a “ Xo ^laii s 
Liuinl,*’ ))N< thr Anstrinr»s }uu{ liiiully fln^r ■ 
ola]>or}Tto Ift-ia-h s\''lojn jironj^ tho lint* tit tho 

I >( isi t it#/!-! oil tin* I'N’t*, ol iJit* atfiH'lv wta't' , 
:vs follouH. 'I'lif Aiislnaiis liold tin; ^roatt-r pari 
tif flu* Siiliotirid nd^r*, tlit‘ir front -lim* t rtaioht*.'- 
frtissin^ till' ritli^r ilistaiift' t<^tl 4 ‘ iira'lli- 

\\<\s| (>t th»* lii^ht'.'.l poiFil ( 1 jHl).") 'I’lit* 

Italians hVId tlir norllit'rn tliini of tilt- ritl^^t ,* 
influtlin';^ a! pt a k ktuarn a-s 1 1 ill atlT (IJitil tot'fk 
Sahotiiin tin* Austrian lint* ran tiowu l‘» 
lif.ill ISS, nort h-ca '.t tif tlir \ illauji* (»f ()sla.\'ia, 
tln ncf tlirou^jh OslaAia. anti wt*sl tif PfVina. tt> • 
Pod^^nra. 'Diis liin', with a, short strotfli t»f 
Mat' «^rt»iin<l hftwt'fu Pod^ora. anti tin* Istar/.o. 
I’t»rnn‘il. I III' < airi/ia. hrid^i‘difa^l. Mort* t iian ont't* 
it hath ItMikcd as thtai^h tln^ Italians wtailtl 
i-mfciM'd in hrt'iik'inj^ tltiwn tht* Austrian rosis- 
taju’t*, hut. till ca.tdi < iccasit ai the tlt‘ft‘ntlt'rs hatl 
sufctaalfd in rt 'ua.in in;^ lost liitaind h\' intains of 
Mta ct* count ta* fit t a' l\> anti a. ctaift'iit ra.t it»n of 
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ai>^illt‘ry fire. 'Jdic position was .Very faaouraf: 
tt) t he . tltd’i'iict*. Kroin tin* top of Sabnij, 
ahntist the wluilt* laudsea.pt* lay [ilain aivl n| , . 
t o t lu* w est, anti tluist*. ftihls iir the fjnaiiul w hi, 
were Jiiddtai from Sabot int) .wt'i't' pjaetiealh ‘ 
visible I'itlifi* frtan L’otlgora, ta* frtini Mtuitt* I\,; 

fet't), tm tin* tAher sidt* of tin* Ison/o. tw 
milt's tint* north of Siihotinti, On .the tai* .. 
.yiistrian sitit' Sabot inti^- Jrops in places almo 
sheer to ilit* Isoii/.o valley, j^iN'iji^ to troop 
Ix'nt'atJi tlu* crt*st a eomparat i vt* iinmiijiity troi. 
t iit'm.\' tin*.* In a,ddition. the* Austi'i.iH' li,i, 
he\\n‘ lar^iji* ea.\ cs aia^ (.lri\'en ;2:allvrics clc.i, 
tlinai^h the inounta.in, so that resi^-ves (.f loi-; 
.mil munitions could Jx* brought fitun the \a,ll. 

, w it h t he juinimum of risk mal rt*ma, in complete t 
sh(‘Jti‘r('il until tri(*y w.cn* ri'tjuinal. d'hc pn 
blt‘'np t)f t ransjiori • up tin* ‘pi*i*cipittais nonl, 
eastern side- was soKett h\' a cable railw.i 
.which ran up a shalltiw milly to the mouth ( 
on<‘‘of t hf* principal ;^uihi‘t ies. 

Tlx* lint* whieh ran t hi-ouph* tJx* Oshi'ia hii| 
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Dll’ Monlv I*odiit>r;i tlu* Austrians were •clin^in^ to the eastern side of Ihc ho;{*back, witj^ a sharp drei 
to the Json/o holhnd. (eaverns'oii the eastern slope 4'‘ive perfect shelter. The . Monte ' San Micheh 
reilches torm^d the main and linal line of- the Austrian defences op this part of the (?arso. The fom 
. * “ pPrtk.s ’’ 'Jrc slii^ht excrescences on a nearly level rid^e. 



Till’: TLyr:.^ Hi.'^ronr uf thi: wahI 


•ii:’) 


iK joined*! ho ‘iwo main hast Ions of the hridp'- 
ad very stroiiuly )ield l)y .sn< ( e.'>.si\ e lines 
f jivn<:l»e^^» fronted hywin* ent a njjflei nent s of an 
,ni-o«vl dt‘pth. Podgora. w a.>. m*' to speak. 



soil! liorn* "pur-of INxIgora to the Tsoiiv^o, whia o 
an inirieate systi'in of def»*nei‘ lia.d lu‘eu i)rt'- 
pa.re<). . ' 

On I he ( 'arso llu Italian*^ had won a lirin 
f«>otinii, hnl I lie e'nrmy Jia<l h(‘ld \ er\- tena-' 

^•i4»nsl\. Tlu* whole we^'tVrn lipi of tlu* liarreTi, 

.drea.r\ plat(‘aii \\ J 4 s (IroneJaMl in hlood. 'TlK'n' 
is a. siijilh'w de|»r<‘ssion running uj» from S(‘l/. 
lliat t lir Italian sohlirrs ealled the \’alh‘\’ of 
Death. 'I’iie gli'ii leading to Sail. .Martino «l»‘l 
( 'arso laid earlied tiu* right 1«) a siiiiilai* n:gne. 
Among t he '« h'fna lers the ( \ii‘s« > as known as 
** t h(‘ ( ‘(‘m<*tei \ of t he'l I ungariaiis,’' for the hulk 
of t hr* trooj).^ w Ifieh had hold long aial ^o 



\lON I H SABOTINO AND I HK S PATION 
Oh THE TRANS^AEPINE KAIEWA^. 

Inset : 'I he summit rif Subotino. 

'^ahoiini) in mininture., ffir the (‘a*-loni --irlo of 
dll- ridg(‘ (h*op[H-d steeply !‘> r<»a(l t lit it j’an 
’"■'id(' t h(' lson/.(^, and. the defendijig "'idi- had 
1 he iid\ a|it age of a good deal of *' dea.d'groimd. 
•lie .\ustrian fiont liia' ti-euehes ran ah»nL’, 
die r-rest, tho.^c- nl 1 lie ■ ,1 1 aliens a little wa.\ 

i-lou'. . * . 


'the gajiin thr* hilly <*ount ry h(‘t w een Podgor.i 
•a I Sa,n Mi<*he! 4 * was i'enllv (.lefended hv the 
' gat<‘-[)()Ms irtrait ioie'd, tlmugh the 
‘ ad its- tributary th<‘ ^ Tppaeeo wi re ilatlira .1 
h^taeles'ln tla^ wa\ of. an •offensive. .The 
‘‘aeiny * w err* nof.iji force on the low -ground, 
'^^■apt along the short' tract that* rah fmm th^* 


IFAITANS .on monte SABOTINO. 

g;tllant!\ had rona* from H ungnrv . Ahov#^ 
Sagrado. at t h'e .end of June, pJlh, wfien ’tLa? 
dangei’ in t hr* Tr(*iitijir> laid r<*r*eded, thr* Aus- 
trians iiarl naule a surprisr* gas attaek which 
praetir-.illv' <lesti*oyr‘<l thr- Italian foiee'in th<3 
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MONI AI.CONK, DF.srUOYKl) AUSTRIAN 

1 INH ON 

t r*rn<'hr,-. nt (hr .^r<‘t<M*. ( I n insn I u I ^ I n«‘i I 

wiM'u killnl iMitfinlil <ir ji I ( < ‘i\\ ;i!*( Is tf<Un (h<‘ 

rlTuct of lliri^}' -.. 'I'lirn* \\ as oiu- lit ( lu s< jiijin* in 
SuLii'a.' I( » \\ Jim* (i(M) men who had st a^m^rcM ( | Ktuk 
li’oin' 1 h(‘ tma-hf''. L’a-j)!n;j, chokiin:’, almost 
mn’onsiMoiis. Ia\' down to waii Toi* (1 m‘ amlni- 
lanui's, and ilii'd hri'oro 1 hr\^ uaino. It was in 
thi‘^ atla'-k liid th'- Austrian^ lirst inado ns«‘, 
of wrF’o Ijr.-l dotrrtrd ill making n^c. ot shoit 
.-pHsod I'lnh^ to “liiii.-h’oll lli<- wonndrd. or 
I ho.-r who w rrr disahlrd l>\ llr* izas. 'rho\' 
hi'( »kr I hr Italian linr and ra mr st rra.i ni raj d« »w n 
t hr hilUidr towaids Saa.a.do. hnt a Tniaon.'^ 

« on nt I 'f a t t aak ii'^ja.inn 1 I hr h»vt frontal ; t hr\' 
Io-,t -(‘\<M7d hnncirrd |)i i.-^onrrs and \ r? \ m; n\ 
drad. 

()n Anan-* t» i hr Italian liiu‘ dill I’an .jast 
hriow t hr sk\ hnr of San Mirlu'k' aloirjr t hr flat 
jilanan l>\ JMontr Sri Ihisi to i hr litth* lijlls ra..s( 
ol Moidalronr, and thrnri' ari-oss t hr Lissri't 
mai'shr-, to t lu‘ s('a, 

I hr I »frli n li na r\' hi O nl )a rdi nrnt Ir'^trd li’i>in 
t ..'io in t hr inornina t ill 1 in t hr attrrnoon w hrii 
t hr intantfx at(a,rk hri^m. 'hhr J talians ^.w r])l. 
torward. jarrrdrd h\ a hra\y f iiriain tuM', and 
at t hr ki'N '^ ol ( Jori/.ia wrri' wrr'^t rd from 

tlir ('nuany. A lorri* ot* li\ r hat t alioir>. srU-rt rd 
troin t ht'^ t.)th ih\ i->ion, t hr TSth inla.iitry ot’ tlir 
'rr^srUna l>riLrad\', thr, onl liattadion ot t hr aSth- 
^Ahrn//i Ih ioailr). and t hr t>attalion of thr 


I ntan(;lhmkn rs anh nkvv h alian 
mid. 85. 

Hath ('I'rrviso l>riL’adi‘)* ^hinnrd thr Sa.holin.. 
ridrr. d’hr lorrr was nnd(‘i' t )ir .(*omn la nd ol 
(’oloiM‘l Iktdii^lio. ol till* (2('nrral Sta.ll, who hail 
slndiril thr Sahotino jiroblrin for monlli- and 
ina.d<‘ 1 hr nio'^t roniplrlr jirc'para t ion s. I )i;jninL' 
and hla^dinu had made it possihlr to roTir« nfral< 
larar ho(|ir< of inrn in thr front linr rlo'^r nndri 
1 l>r rnonix trcn'-hr^, and thr Aiisirian-. wro 
ovri’w hrlinrd h\' thr first rnsli. d'hry had I.Hn m 
rrfn^r in tlrar du^ onts aiul ^alUa'ic'. tf ii-lin ' 
to w irr a*nil inaahiirr runs to lioM harlx tin 
a‘ t aa*k -nnt il 1 hr\’ (*onld ndnfoi’rr thr irrnrhr-. 
Ihit. thr tunnhiinl ‘ hlrw a] ijiroarhi's thronah tin 
w irr,. drst rf>\ i*d thr Irrnrtirs aiul htnird nu'-i 
of thr inrn iji tlirin, and 1 hr position'^ wn* 
inshrtl hrfiar thr n‘srr\'rs ronid romr out 
llirir lairs. In fort \' minntrs thr wliolr tr^’iali 
.-.\'strv;t had fadlrn au<l thr Italian wa\r hr 1 
swrpt on and np to tlir la.uhrst pi'dk, whil' 
support in^ t mops w (*rr ]jirkinii uj) t lir mmi v i * 
inforrrmi nt s a s t hr\' jiourtM I ont ot t lirh‘ ra \ rrn - 
too latr. 'Thr- rrst of tlir rid^r was ()uirk!\ 
rh.'arrd, and rx'rnifia found tlir Italians tirin'^ 

r'^tahlislual at San N’alrnt ino, t hr sout h-i astrrn 

t‘nd of Sahotino, ahovr tlu‘ Isou/.o, and at San 
Maurot a handful of housrs at thr toot of tin 
ri<!ur,,to t h*' south, riyht u])ou thr rivia* haiik. 

Amou^ thr Kiw* hills of^O^Uivia thr at-trck 
was !iot ipiitt' so ^^urrr>>ful. d'hr wotk ot t h» 
hombdr ir w as .driully. Thr ground wa> ti an 
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M(1 ii])tnrn(‘tl i\s })y an a])prtllin^ (‘artliipuiko, 
!kI will'll ‘ tlio llaliaiijs wont forward thoy 

hI nix^n a jjjruosomo fiold. '^Fho ivst ini^ -[daoos 
I f]ioso w'lio Jiad fallon t liroiij^^hoiit long nionths 
I lighting upon this hardly I'ontosti'd linoavoro 
|, ^('('routed T)\' tho oniol (iro, and oomitlof^s 
,,Mdit‘s. ononiy and friond. wore laiil baro to the 
iimuior snn. Hill ISS, t hi' so“iio i>f many 
strugglos, foil to I la* Lambro Ilrigado 
.■2nr)tli and 2t)t)tli regiments), a.nd the linos 
rail through Oslaxia. to bodgora wi'n' 
inmiod by the Abruz/i l>rigado (oTth and 
.sill rogimonts). The fighting horo was \ rr\' 
-fuhhorn. 'I'ho enemy fought dospia’a.! el\', 
lull wii foreod to fall bark, and by owning 
ihr Itidians wi'ri' not far from the \illa.gi‘ of 
1*1 \ma, olose upon one. of the iiniin* bridges 
o\er the Isou'/o. Jhil the .Viisti-iaais still hold 
ili<- hi‘idge-< a.nd the low hills i mnn‘<iial el>' in 
I Mil . 

p.Khjoia a.l-.o f»‘ll. 'The t'un<‘o Hriga.do 
'7th a.nd St h roginit'iits) broke through on 
th<' imrthern end (if the ridge, anil swept down 
ii» the Ison/.o. Here t he\' oaiue into touoh 
well la.rge eiu*m\' n’inforeement s a.nd l»a.nd- 
i(» lia.nd tighting went on all night. (Tni' 
hatla.li'Mi jiressi'd (m too tar and part of it 
A\ . 1 ." <‘Ut » I IT, >nu le IK K t m< Ml t al' i I ig into t I r * ha.ni !s 


of t hi\ Ausiriaais.* The rest of the ridge was 
taken by the I2th l)i\’i''io;i, which stormed 
Monte Calvario, the southern pea.k, and went 
through the lines on the low ground betwei'n 
I'odgora and tin* river. 

Meanwliile tin* attack on San Michele had 
gone no less favourably. The attaek, which 
covered a front of nearly t.hri'e miles, wes 
entrusted to the :22nd Dixision, consisting ol 
the brosc’a. (I'.Hh a.nd 2t)th regiment^), Ki*rre.ra 
(47th and 4Sth), and ( ‘a.t air/.aro (Mist a.nd 
M2nd) Hrigadi's. After repiaited assaults the 
lta.lians sueci'edi'd in bri*a.king through'in the 
eenti'e and est a,blishing thems<*l\e>j along the 
crest of the. whole riilge. 'J’he wings of the 
Austrian liia*, the positions ou the northern 
slopt* of tin* mountain, and the t rein-hes that 
r.in by San Martino ikl ( ‘aiso to Hill 1,70 still 
held ; but tln'\^ were now doomed to fa.ll, 
enlihideil as t he\ weie from tin: San Michele 
ridge. Kart her to the .-^outh the a.ttaek oii 
thi3 hills east, of Monfalcone w a.s rein*wcd. 
Hill S.7 was taken by three battalions of Her- 
saglieri, and this time it w a.s held against all 
the effoits of the enem\ to regain the lost, 
ground. 

'I'Im Au-ln.iii nfliri.il r>>h n'lfitt. I.\' lln' «iiii|)l 

i.t >1 ii*)iiul:i. iii:i-l'‘ tin m'n r *;,noa. 



MACHINE-GUN EMPLACEMENT ON SAN MtCUIELE. 
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GORIZIA AND THK CARSO. 




ON MONTH GALVAKIO 

(lay (>i (a'licnil Caxlonia's "'big 
msh liatl b’onu' s|)l(;iKii(l lriii( . More Uiaii 
pi’isoiK'rs \v(*V(* lakcii,- with tcfi* 
iii‘nub:*i's ot‘ iiiacIiiiKy^uas, aiul a. iiia.ss ol’ 
•liuT , w'tir ]iiatcrial.. Uut- Hiis .\\a.s onl;^’ Ui<‘ 
'The work of Ike lirst (Uiy was faj* 
Lji’ratcr in proinivc' than in acc’ouiplislniuail , 
ioi* a1 last t]i<‘ k(\v. po^it.ions of the <k>ri/Ja 
ti’oni, wen* all lbr<*<* finnly gripped. And IIk ih^ 
\vf'n‘ jiiuns and >^1udls atid inrn (‘non»i:h to niak<*^ 
iiNi* (»r th(* advanta^t' 

It Jia.s ali:(*4idy ])(*<*n said that tlic on’d .of tlir 
lir.-t day's fi<ihtin^ found the Aiist ria,ns .At ill ‘ 
ja possossion of the I’cvnia ))i'idg(*s and tli(' 
low hills inuni^diatoly wc.st of tlk' Isonzo. 
rh(*y- woi>‘ still in ^;oln(' tnrcc, nior(‘ov<*r, 
h^t w(‘on Hodjjjora and tlu' rj\'fr, Hild.on tlu* sh^cp. 
..-id(* of* iNxlgora ifs(*lf isolatt'd ])odics of nion 
‘(‘lianjij rt‘.Aolnt(‘ly to. their du^-huts,' ref using to’ 
^nrrendei*. And on the easterit sloj)e of San 
^liehele they .still held their sta-ond-lme tnaiohes 
JUid numerous clolinr,* which had been fortified 
and turned irtto ])owerfnI redoubts! '.ria* (‘iiemy 
wc're.not beabni yet; though tla^y niust havi‘* 
he('n s«adly dish(;artened by the los^ of posit ionV 
which they had c;onK‘ to look upon as’jiracli- 
^•ally inipregnahk*. Tlu^y^ had beeii tak(*h by 
surprise, hut they irad |)ut up a gallant fight 
(‘V(*rywher<* but/)n Sabot iiio, \tjicr(* thc Itarlians 

* 'l^ho oi tln‘ (’iir-o *vn' hoil€)\\>. oi 

<U*prf»s.sicu»s • in. th^ ruf-ky. grotuirt, n--einhliujr wn,..!) 
‘•riilf'rs. » * . 


AFIEK THH BATTLE. 

were too ijuick foi’ them aj.Hl had IIumu l»y tin’ 
throat befoi’i' t Ik'v could mo\(‘. 'They winv to 
make d(‘speratc‘ ei’forls still, which Wen* to 
les.-:eft the .weight of the blow that was thivattai- 
iiig.- 

On the ev(*ninp*of .\,ugiist ti < a‘n(‘ra.l 
\ich, (Mamufinder-in -chief of the Austruiti 
f<»refs on 1 he Ison/o, issui'd the f(»llowing. 
Army < )rdei* • 

' Tlie enemy has begun a dicisive attack 
along almost t lu' (Mdiri^ fread, and s(‘eks a 
final sui^M'ss. I evp'eel my troo]).s to give him 
a. wortliN weleoiiM* a,nd lepufse him co/n 
'Die gJMieral situati«)|i, to-day more, than 4‘V(‘r, 
re(jnii*es tluit all onr positions, st tihhoridy 
defended ftir more than a. year, shall r<Mnairi in 
onr lia-nds. I ha\'(‘ confidCne(‘ that, my wish 
Wjll he e\ervwher(* realf/.ed. V musi hr. 

onr.s.' 

' |h'infor(M‘inent s were hnriied aero.ss tlu' 
l.'-onzo hy the J*evma bridges arid to th(^ 
lines on lh(‘ Carso whieli still held r>nt, wliile 
fr(‘sh tj'oops were concent rat (‘d for a* (•f>nnt(n’- . 
attack on San Miela le. KtiV three days tho • 
Austriahs not <inl>' held most of their positions 
on th(* ('ars(i, hut made sev(‘ral vain attac.kw 
on the lines I he\' had lost-. 'There was a (;on- 
tinnons artill. duel, and thetlry Carso was 
darkened 'by great clouds of smoke and dust. 
'Th(^ Italtans'Jiad no diflienity in'holdib.iX fbo 
San .M*h.*hel(‘ line while/ th<‘y }>repared a further 
effort, and on the, l(‘ft they advanced a little. 



haijans on a capturkd him. abone monfalcone. 


Ciijil iii’int' lih* jort runml 

< lu> \ of Hosrliiin low duw u on t ho iiorl horn 

8loj)o <>1‘ SiUi noar tlio junction <»t’ the 

\h’|»pii.cco the Ison/.o. !Meiin\> hile 

hai'd fi^htiii^ w <‘outinuous on 1h<' riglit 

uf the ri\ci\ t’l-oni hclnw Sailiotino lo ia‘{»r 
J N>(l<i,oi‘.i . In the h^ht of kta»\\ now jv\«nl- 

iihli‘ it would seem t luit the Austri{i!is luul littli' 
real ho|><‘ of rctadviiijz the idl-import jiait |H»sitioiw 

< he\’ Inid lof^t in this sector. 'Tin* ^allaint 
tMuUd er at t acks l^hes n\avde wi re j)rohahl\- 
the desperail e efhji'ts of ii reai’^Uiird de!il)ev«'»tel\ 
h;ru*rifi<‘ed (o ^i\ e time f<U' the main forces to 
retreait to new | )o-^i I ions. The letjikinj.^ ot 
l\>dji;oiaj, a.nd ISiVl)otijm najuired \ ery much 
larger forceps tlian tlu' enemy candcl disjHist' t>f, 
aiud the .\uslria.ri Cinuimuid must certainly 
luiAi' re.ali/ 'd that with Fodujoia ami Sahotino 
^oni' llie tlor’/iji britliieduank aind ( lori/.iiv 
itself, were m» hm^ei- t<'nivhle jigainst ii deter-^ 
inimd ‘aitla -k, 'I’lieir only c<)urse wrvs to 

•CMVcmiti* tlu' *tow n, and take up fii\ ou^able 
positions on the hills to the lavst, before tia* 
Itahiui advance ]»roj^’essed avny fartlier. For 
ilays th«' Austrian ruarij:uaril Inm^ on (<» 
their last lii\i‘s on thi’ rielit bank td* the river, 
and \v«‘re not content merely to bold but ea ue 
frioveraF time:? to lh»‘ attack. Tn spite of tlie 
.repeated o’nslauj^lits of the Italians pi’'e<*ious 
time was gained, but the’defi'mh'rs paal a heavy 


j>ri<M‘. Op lii(‘ a,fl(MMioon (►f .\ueust S tlie a>'-a.ib 
ants ri'acla‘tl the rixe.r all a.|<»ng the lin<‘, 

bnniking t h(‘ stubboi*n r(‘sista.mH‘ of tlie enemy 
a.ml taking a \'ery large iiumlx'r of prisonci.>. 
In these opera-titms tdi(^ 'rosca.na. (77th and 
7Sth regiments) and Tra))ani (btllrd a.ml 
Ittih) Hriga,d(‘s sp(‘ciall\- distinguished theni- 
si*l\cs. I’'r(‘sh .\ustria!i counter-at t e..cks an ere 
bea.ten bade across 'tli(‘ ji\ er, and though in 
tlicir linal n\ it lulraw al 1 he encm\' laid succe« <led 
in pa.rtially ilestroying the bridges, the ^^umnu‘r- 
shrunk<*n watm’s of the Ison/.o wear no great 
obstach* to infantry. At dusk’ the sa-mo 
cxeniiig deta.chments of the (di.^^alc and l*a\ja 
Ib’igatles ero-^f^cd the rixiM’ an^l entremdied 
on the feather bank, while a. ft>rec‘ of eavalrv' 
a?>d Hei -aglieri i*>-dist.s w iis (ii^t)ateh<‘d to 
reconnoitre llu' ground.' TIu' caaMiiA' wa.s in 
fnll relri'at, larx ered by a liea\ artillery (in*, 
.wlhN'h wa> dire<*ted ^spN'cially upon tiu' river 
• line ami I h«^‘ damaged bridges. Tlie engim'er.^ 
AN i*n* already bard at \Noi-k n'pai ring the .\ustria!i 
bridgi's and ftinAving jiontoons aer»*ss the river 
ami next morjiing' the Itahaii^. i i;o^s('d in lortN^ 
a:'.<l entered (J<»ri/.ia. ddie cavalry aial cyclist- 
sconreil the' low groimd, ]M(*king up pidsorn'r^ 
here and there, fait nu'i'ting w^itli praetieally 
m» fi'-isdanee. -On August H» tht‘ lim's frea’t? 
pushed forNvard (o t he , low er sloj).>. of the 
lulls east of tJori/.ia, a?\d to the Vt*rtojbieii, 
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that. southward to Uio aunon^-th<* Hiinpjariaii troops, who wort' rostless 

^ jij>nc<*o. . * at tho tho.u|^ht that they were in a jiart 

()u tlu' t/arso thi* Austrian i*<‘sis( a.nV(» lasted . ol tlic' lla 2 )sbiirg dominions M’hieh interested 
, ^n' day ka\ger. Hard fighting went oil difi'ing them very litHe, while their eonntry seemed to 

,\,jmist 8 and 9,* but the line was cTaeking, be tlneatened by invasion. Hut tluMiuvin eause 

when the Italians attaeked nn, August. 10 of their depression donbtlessjay in th(' surprise 

it Ivi'oke. The attack was made <»n a front of of Italian attaek, thu intensity of thi'^ 

six miles, troni north of Sam, Miehel^e to V>0m bard merit, and tht‘ /’(‘lent li*ss oiishiughtsof 

Monte Cosieh, north-east, of Monfaleone, jiild it * thc^ infantry. Pia-htijis for t he ' tir.st- t iine the 

twerywherO successful. Here, again, the defenders felt t hat the nat iiral'st ic'ugt h of f heir 

, nnny saerifieed a rearguard in order to with- jiositions and the ela])oratt'‘ iireparat imis witli 

the bulk of his f^rcbs to a prepared line which Nature had In.en nantorccul would no 

fiVjther east, and it secaned as though in Hus longer .sc'rvr* t hem. a.s t hc\' laid (hnic' in t he j>ast . 

scetoi*. some of th<5 defending troops hajl lost It. the tnrmida-bh' s_\.st(‘ni ot dt‘fen<*e wa.s biang 

ln-jirt. One Himgariaji regifnent ^near San* •torn from t h(‘in. w hich t he\ had si rt‘ngt*ln‘n«'(| in 
Martino del Carso, finding itself outilankcd by' e\<‘r\' com(‘i\ ablt^ manner, and Iw'ld foi* inort* 

f ll(istorming of a tfeiich system dn its hd‘t , < aine tluin a. \ i‘nr against. r(‘p('at/‘d a( tacks, }a»w would 

out a.ud surrendej’ed on bloc. 'J'liis was in lht\\' larc on tla* ig^w lines to which thi'\ \n la’c 

aotabl(‘ i'ontrast tci th(' roputation which the being dri\(‘n ? ,( )l‘liccr prisoiaa-s e\pri*ssed con- 

Jlnngarians Jiad'won for theiwselses in' th«* tidtauH" tJiat IIk'sc* new; lines would iicn’ci* be 

(‘afso battles, but thi* troops on this part of the . taken. 4in<l eei tainly tlu\\ looked st rong enoug li, 

fnmt w tti'i'! doubfU*ss <lislu‘arteui‘d by the n<wvs but the, men eould banll\* i-eason in tb’* .-a^ue 

that. (Jorizia laid falltn, and by tli(‘ knowhalgc^ ^^a\^ ' . 

that they thems<‘l\es wv^e only, ('ov<*ri!ig a* .dbe 1 lahaii at t aek of, August 1 0 pushe<J t he- 
retreat from the positions wJiicli had Austrians hark a.eros.s the- N'alloiu*. tin* tjeep, 

lielit'ved mita.kahle. . ^lor(‘o\ cr, the news <»f nai-row' \alley that runs southward from the 

(icnci’.al HrusilolTs su<‘c»*ss(‘s • on the t*astern ..(tori/iia plain to the (*ast of Moufal(*om', and 

iioni had caiu.'-cd a goo<j deaf ot imiringring <*.ompIete|y cuts oft tin* Sail Micln'k* Oohcrclb 
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,, I’roiii Hio inaiii Cni-so s\'st«'m. TIm* 

,,V iill thr wcsf t hr 

\ l-'iu;, rxce|)<- <o t hr rast nt Moiifa lron(», \\ ht^rr 

,• nir Jn'hi Hill 121 aiitl l)rln*li 

\, . -out h of tho J.)ol)(M*(h) hik('. . Xt'xt (hi\' 

,, ul\ aiiro rout iixurd. Uu t ho Irft tho Italiiiiis 

,, »m| th(i Vallouo iiiid won a footiiuj: on tlu‘ 

.t .|) rastriu sldpo loadin.<^ np to tlir liill <»i 
\ 1 i Log ‘in. On t lu' right thoy had halt rd, t lir 
\ lous ovrning, at .Dobrrdo, fared by the 
, ! ■( of Orni Hrib Hlark Hill). whirJi s<M'nird 
.f). « fall\ adapted for tlrfrnee. Hu; next da\ 
[I found that (k'iii -Hrib liad prart i< atl\' 

il). onioned by the Acistrijuis and the hill ua*^ 
,„ -o|>ied wit hout any diflieiilty. On t h<‘ 
mllowing tlay, August 12, the left >\ ing iiiad»‘ 
iijfiliri* progress, storniing t lu^ heights of Nad 
Log in and establishing itself tirnily Ixwond i l»r 
\ .illoiM'. ddn‘ d(‘fenre hero w as \ rr%' st ubliorn, 
liiit t hr 23rd J)ivision,t lie Sard(‘gna. ( < irenadi<‘rs ). 
L< tiiibardia. and ( 'atan/.a?*o Urigai les. sw r])l aw ay 
.ill resist an(*e. Farth(*r t o the sout h t 1 h^ Italians 
took tlu' village of Oppat’cliiasella and fiuslied 
(»n about l,()Oh yards on bot h sides of I lie roa-d 
fli.it runs eastwards towards Kosta.nj<‘\'i<'a . 
Lehrli VrJi and Hill 121 also fell, ]>ut in this 



i RANCHES AMOVE MONFALCONH. 


'tor two hills w<»st of tlir Vallonr road. III 
■id 77, still rrmahird in Austi'ian Jiands. t'or 
'urr luorr da,\s li\'rl\’ tight ing went on, and 
*'<■ Italians took \ arious rnrni\ trrnrJies, lait 
ary wT*p«‘ now' fa('ed by a new' line of (trfenre, 
onl furtlier pri-paration was rlrarly nrrrssary. 
'>y tlie evening of August la the otfrnsi\c w«i.s 
herked,' for the moment. 

Hrrat results had bc*en won. Tn the twt‘Ivo 
^•kVs’ fighting that begun with the attack «‘ast 
‘t Moufalc*one the Ouko of Aosta's minx' harl 


taken IS.7.7S prir-j mers (inehuhiig 3t).*> »>hi< ri's), 
30 guii'', t>;> trt'Urh mortars. 02 marhinr-guns, 
1 2,22a rillrs, ,7.000,000 rart ridges, :L0tM) shells, 
titkOOtt hand gr»'na<les, aial la.fge (uiantitit's of 
other war matei‘ial. Om* Allies had dt'all the 



AN Alls I RIAN I RENCH MOR l AR. 

Austrians a \ er'v hea.\'\' blow, and they had |)iif, 
t hemselx'es into a position, to sfi*ikr turther 
hlo\\s. d’ln' ent I'N' into (Joi'i/.ia. w as a notable 
triumph, for (Jo?‘i/ia, stood for mueh, butli 
to assaiihmt < and defendei*s. Hut the x a.lne of 
its ocMMipat ion was muidi inoi‘e moral than 
mil if a r\', as tin* 1 ow u aaid the plain surrounding 
it wi'i’e dominat e« 1 b\ thi’iu'w A nst rian posit ioii'^ 
to thi' ea.st . Of real militar\ \ahi(‘ was I la- 
oc*enpa.t ion of the bri< Ige-head -the Sabo‘ inn 
I^ajgora s\'s|em. It, enmpleted the Italian 
p<»ssessiun of the |s'on/.n line, a.n<l ma,de that lira* 
far strcaigei' against a. (lossdile enemv' aflat k. 
lu)!* Sahotinn and Hndgora. hetween them, but 
e^peeia,Ily the forme?', eon''|ifute a wnn<le|‘nl 
s\'st em nf nbser\ a.l ion pus ( s, a pt for use i n ei I h«h' 
diri'i'Hon. Hotli ridges, mnreo\'ei‘, and tlie 
brnken bill\' ennutr\' between. made \ e|'\' 
stronu defensive po.-itions. 'Ffi" Aiisliiaie had 
held 1 hem f<n‘ moi'i* f ha,n a _\’ear a, gain'll r<‘peated 
at t aek-^, i-ond net ed w i t li t he great e.-t < let (M m ma 
lion, ami t be\’ had seenn'd almost, impregnable, 
lN*rliaf>s if the defendt'rs bad not Ix'en deceive, 1 
bv the belief that, the Hidian ntfeu^iva* pn\\,*r 
lia.<l been bnik-'u f)V' tli" Tren’ mo fighting, the 
jKisitioiis might still liaae Ih'M nut. L«>f>kefl at 
from the east, t hey present i-d a no less formif la.hle 
prohleiil. In fact, they were a W nr-e ol>sta.e|e 
to a possible Austrian attaek than tliev bad 
been to the Italian a.ilvanc(‘, for the Ison/.o tiov\ - 
beneath thorn like a moat. And t-ho ea.'^tern 
siih? of Sahotino drops almost sliecr to the river. 


■LHE riMKti HISTOUY OF THE WAR. 


ho Tfjilians on Sahofino nn<l Pofl^^ora \vf*ro 
now, i‘ouj^)i!y, in th<* siimo posit iofi »is th<* 
Anstrinns Iia<l Sun Michrlc’. Tin rr \vjifc'- 

lliis iin])oPtimf (linVrcncc, fliat somo of tlio 
jippro}U*}]rs to Suhotino Mtro opm to dimt 
<>hsor\'Jil ion from AhTiito l\iik, and t!ios»* to 
Pod^oni \\rr<*. luidf*!' tin* oyrs' ot Monto Santo, • • 
whon-jis tlio Austrijins oji tin* ( 'n.i*so Junl Immm* / 
fit^‘ from. <*nojii>' ohsrr\ atipn, ox<'(‘pt. from thr 
itir. Ihit fim grrntcr lioi^lif and }*.t«‘c*piu‘ss of 
the Sahotino rid^.M* ma\' })r ia'ld-to laivo <‘om 
(»(*n''at<*» ! for this dra\\ I )a.flv to its \'ahio a'- a 
di fi ri"!' •* ]M).-ilion. 


dilH^ctly oast* of • (U)rizia jirosoutod onon,, 
difHonltfos. Tho ocouj)atioji of flu* w*y, 
so^inont of tlio (Uirso, on tho other hami, w * 
sto4> whioh jJCooM promise of boin«» th,. j,. 

^of a series. Tho first-line sj stem 6 r<leh*n( i 
been broken alon^ ah extensive front , and 1 1,, 
was reason.to believe that t he ‘posit ions n; 
whieli th(; .Viistriaiis had fallen back wcfo i. 
thoroughly prepiin**! than those*. which had ii. 
out for so long. .Mon'over, the ad\'an(*»* li,i 
given to the Jtftlians »in adourabte lim* . 
ohsers at ion [loipts, fron *\n Inch lh(*y ' tanmafi. I- 
a. wide \ ie\\ , while* t tu? ‘Austrians had lo-t tin 
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'i'h(^ ja.pl me* /)ft.he town e)f <.J<»ri/,ia. wa-s a. 
gri'at blow' to Au‘'tria. an<l a- gre*a.t t('inmph f»»r 
Italy. The* oee'iipnt ion (»f tiu* l)ridge*-he*a(l wjvs 
a. solid inilitiMW gain. 'riie* ad\anee on t^ie 
(^irsei was more, for it made a. mue*li gre.-ate i’ 
edijuige^ in t lie prei.s^icets- of i\ furlhor eit'fi’iisive. 
In tlu* (Jori'/ia stud or proper the AnstriaiiN still 
ehaninatt'elt he* .'>il uat ie,»n from the hills e*ast of- 
the feiwn. 'The* Usoii/.t> bridge's were* iinde*r close* , 
aiui direct oh-,cr\ iit«t>n. The* plain aboiil the* 
te.»w!i la.y ope'ii like* a.maji. Hehiinl tlie* leiwer 
hills t<» the* va.".! ai'd rises tlu: gre*nl range* e»f the 
Se*tva di Teriu>va, and to tlie north ^[onte‘’Sante> 
(‘iitiUiele'.s the* plain*. Anv notable aeKaiu**! 


loeik out ove*r a gi'!*at part e)f the lowe*i' Lvai ' * 
plain.* ‘ .* 

• An ide'ji. e)f the* posit ieni in tbe iniele.ilf • i 
August may ’l)i*st he* give*n, perhaps’, by hi i< ' 
eh*seripl ie)ns e>f the* te*rrain iis it app<*ars ftoi.. 
twei’peiints tlu* te.)p of 3lonte yabeitiiie) anel ' 
low rise (Hill l.’iO) a httle* south of San Martin' 
de‘l ('arso. San Micliele give.s a wielt'i* paimi 
ama tlum ean he? see*n from this'Iatte*r peiiiit, a 
it eommaiuls a part of tlio Gori/ia •plain, hn 
the* ge*ne*ral vie‘W e^f tlu* ])la.teau l)e*yond ti. 
A'allenu* is he'tter obtaint*d frenn the uk>i 
e-i-iitral pe»sitie>ll. ^ * . 

Slraiglit iieross.the^ TSeaizo, opposite* Sid" 




iiih /TIMES JlIsTOHY Qi' TflE 


, : 2 :>^ 


risc-s Moiift' Santo -almost a twin 

lierii H|)»ir of tlio* Bainsizza uplaiuK 
. I * intervening K<>r^t* is tloe|) jind nai rou ; it.vf 
V, ^ides ris(‘ al)ru])ily to a laaglit of.n«‘arly 

I siu IcMt .a.hv)\ t* .t he ri\<;r htul, and tlu‘ two 
in lit > a.n* wi*H within . ritin nin^o th«^ 

, 1 , . inco. aiToss l)oing a.hout yards. ‘'J'n . 

, north lies tlie UHiijsizza plati^au, the wi<l«‘ 

,, .Lind, het\V(*<‘n the I><ni/.o andhlie Chia.|)i»vn.no 

winch divid<‘s the Hainsizza l't‘<>m th«‘ t 
(l.nlv niiWso.s of tlu' StdVa df 'rri*m)va.. d'liis 
fil.n* .ni, w hieli extends 'nearly t<). Santa. Liieia, 
till station wl»ert‘-tlu' \\’oel’u‘in railway lea.vi^- 
tin Ison^o valley, i*ises hk«‘ a LO^at rainpaiM . 
(Iiove the sw ift-njshin^jf Ison/o.* r^ooUin^ due' 
, 1-1 troin S.ihotinO a ereta* \alley ojhmis np. 

twe roads winding into the <listanen. 

Oil. funis noi‘fhwa.r<l heliind Alonte Santo,, an«l 
h iiiv h\ w a.y of ( 'hia})o\'a.no to the \\ ochrin 
i,iil\\a\. 'This Voa.d is in view foj- a sIkuM 
(li'^tam • <.nil\’. 'The ot Ik'I* hauls up to the 
\iliaee of '’L\*i‘im\ a.. a.nd lier^ open for.sexeral 
mile.-. Ihit- th<‘ valley mout Ti js w(‘|l miardi'd. 

1)\ -Monti' Sanfo on the north and h\ t lie stei'p 
heijiliN of ^liKite *Sim < Jahiieh' on the south. 
South from Sahofino, wliieh foriujs a. sharp 
'.ilient. tl»e whole* ( )orizia ])lain shows eleai* to 
\ lew , ha.t'ked <»]*) 1 lie left h>- the .liiw woodeel 
liilU ra^t of t he town, wh<‘re the Aust^iaii'^ 

1 '> iu wail, strongly entrenched on tin* iippia* 
.-lopo-, with the Italians a IMtle wax Ix'iieat h 


them. Soiit hx\ ard, a.eain, appearsdhe mouth of- 
the low-lyiii^ xallex' of the Vippaeeo,, with the 
( arso pla.tea,n. rishn; sharply’ beyond. The 
\ lew oi t lie (’ar^,!^ Irom this point partieio 
kiilx ijit I'resl ini;, tor here it Js seen in prtelile. 



CASILH Oh (iUKI/IA. 

show ine- how Ihe ra.iiLTe of h ia|, 

northern hnlwark j*ise- likea, j;reat st a irw a,y tVoiii 
the A‘a,Uotie to thi* Iron (kites. \a.d Lo^em. 
\'eliki Hrihach, Kajti 1 1 rih, ( kihiek, Tri jesiiek, 
Stol, and Ti;stelj -these are (he, main ste[»s of 
the sl-airxx ay (hat (inallx i*eae)ies a height of 
iMttO feet. 

f’i'om llill lott. south of Sa.n McU'lino def 




77 //-; TlMhlti Hl^TOltY OF THE- n AH. 


♦ ;i \s icl«* \ ifu nt’ t lie rncl<\' |>la.t<*aii st 

f*t-.l\MU(ls I'iir IIS thr south 

I'j-om 'Tr^trlj. wliicii niiirk'' iIh* limits ol th<‘ 
vtoiwly ri'i* I'rom tlir \’alloiH*. In i'rtuit tJit* 
111(1 ^ciit ly (low nw arfls past t lie \ illa^(* 

o^ Marcntt ini, till it falls ahniptly into. the divp 
rut of the X'alloiir, from which it rises (piickly 
t o the \ill aee of ()lll )a.ccliiasell}i.. St raii^ht. 
ea''twar(h Irom ( )pp>ii.cc}iias(‘llH' runs the i‘oa(l 
to Knst mi je\ icii, V. liirh sliows cl(‘ai ly for .somc^ 
(li->tanec, mid tlrn dips helorc risin^i to- th(‘ 

\ illju»e. A hiiT.- 1w** mile- he\'OM(!, t lie ridee 


Tt is a di‘(‘ary picturt\ The Carso uplatui 
}>a.re and stony, covi'n^d (mly in plac(»:- 
scanty rcMl soil that is tine dust in the* suim, 
and sticky mud in th(‘ \v('t seasons. Then 
^r(*at strctchi‘s of nak(‘d stone, rihs, and -l.t! 
and b()uld(‘rs lu‘ap(‘d l)(‘w ilderinj^ly tom H. 
ICeiU* and th(‘re ^row stunted tn^is and nu- 
able hruslnvood tiMivjles,* and in sheltri 
liollows then* w(‘i‘(‘ in |.>(‘a,c(.' tim(> scat h j 
patches of tillarje.’ All tlu‘ cultivable areji 
laced by innunaalibk* stone walls, wjjic-h sei 
. 1 .-, sh(*lt(‘r, vv(‘n na^re than a.s bound«irv m.ul 



AUSIKIAN PKISONKHS TAKEN AT (JOKIZIA. 


a,fs»\ i‘ fuent ioned, now ned h\- tin' villat/e^ of 
'remmea and \'o|-ciea, each with a. tnl! caiii- 
panil(\ shows dark a^a.inst the sky. 'To tin* 
lift th(‘ liii'at hill sta.irwa\ climbs to its sum- 
mit. and nea.i*e!’ lies a jumble of stouN hum 
mocks a.nd ride,'s 1‘ecinka., Mill tUtS, and (.»th(‘r 
rises that ai*(‘ known only by their heieht in 
nietri's. On the rieJit tht‘ \ i(*w is moi*e limit('d, 
for just Ix'ynnd t Ik' X'ahoiK*. oppo-ite t Ik* 
\ illa-ee of Oehi rdo and tin* iK'i.liht of Crni 
Jlrib. a. lone. Hat ride«* hlo(‘ks the \ h'w , out* «‘nd 
of it known as Mill :>US north, tin* other as 
Hill l’OS south. t'arther to tin* riutht ar(» tla* 
two low ban* hills, Oelndi and Mill -111. and 
beyond tht’in to, tla^ soiUh-i'ast the w oode.d 
ridee of Ih'rma-da closi's tlu* \ ii‘w* of t h»* enemy 


against tht* furious honi that .seouiyi«- tli'- 
( ‘arso in winter. On tin* northern and siaitlaiii 
edees of the plati'iiii tla* landscape is le^ 
d(*solate. Kair-si/.ed tr(*es grow on tlie slop* 
l(*adine ii|) from tlu* N’ippacco valk'V, and th'- 
Mermada ridge is w(‘ll w'oodc'tl. Mut- tlu* wid * 
str(‘tch lu'twiM'n is all gaunt and forbiddimj 
with no Ix'auty of colour or outliiK* to justil\ 
its 'nak('dni‘ss. 

Kv(*u. to a ca.sua.l vi(*w the (’arso look- «• 
dillicult batt li*-ground for an attacking lore* 
a.nd a clos(‘r (‘xaminat ion show s how it l«*nd 
itself to defence. dda* 4ipland is |)it^(*d w it i 
ilol'nu' and actual * cavei-ns, li)rm:np»n, natii’ra' 
.systems of l‘ortifi(‘at ion that can he readil\ 
ada[)tcd to luodern n'(iihrcm(*nt.s, The attack 
-iitfered fn.an otlar distulvantages — trencln* 


(‘(Hint r\ . 



(JRADISCA AND I HK ISONZO 1 KOM TDK CAKSO. 


(Minld not hr «>i‘ t iMii.^lOnuril, in a. lim tn , 

tt»r tliarr is no of soil. 'TIh' ma.UiriLr o) ji 

'^af isfjirtorv I rriirh .(Irrna.iulrd r< n l< -drills and 
iiijjj rl»a.i’p‘S. Mort‘o\ ri*, a lii^di rxpl<»^i\ (‘ 
-.Ik )l that l)ni*sl/ npnii tlir I'orky snrfji.rr <»f tla* 
< ’arso Ir.nt a \ rrs innrh ^^i-ratrr d<‘^t lairt i Vr 
< rfrrt than it would lia\(‘ upon softn* firnund. 
\‘>1 onI\ \\ SIS the si.i'ra of dost ruction \\ i<lrr, hut 
ihr i*ork splint(‘rs I'ciidorrrd the di-adly work 
' '1 I hr shell frsi-j^mrnt s. 


()nr Allies had a \ rry stiff la>^lv hrforr tlaan, 
>fn]- i1k‘ hiH’s to which the i“Mr?n\ had iv1ir<ilrd 
were well prrpsu’rd. Ihit the relative jiosilious 
w ere now fsu- !noii‘ (‘(|nal. especial I \' foi- ohser\ a.' 
tion. And the llsilians ha-d \ielor\ in thi'ir 
laairts. whiU* thf- Austrian'^ had hern nutwifted 
a.!\d out fought . 

'I'he ] aepsirat ioie for si. tnrihei* push took 
'>onie time. If w si.-^ not, nn'il Siailemhei’ II 
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AUSTRIAN TRENCHES ON THE rtAKSO. 


that t a<*U in hn'cr wm.s laimvi'w'ft Un tiint 

niDi'niri)^ si. 1 rciPU'iKhnis . fiomhjirdiiiMil- w 
o|)i‘in'fl ail alon^ flic liurdrom th«* \ ipp/MTc* 

Jhr srji.. J h<‘ ^\ <'}i.| Im'i* w iVs t lii’rati’iiin^, a-nd in 

« 

t hi' a.t I (M'noon . just upon tin* hour fi\«M| t'()r tin* 
inta.ntry a<]\'nnc(’, n. furion.-^ t Inindnt'st orm 
.over tin* < 'jirso. 'Tin* tivnfln‘s (‘n.st P)! 
\{id Lo^orn \v(‘?'r carricil inmn'dialc'ly, at. llir 
lirs|. rush, a.n(^ nninhri’s ot pi’isoiu’rs woi'o 

tiiknn, Init h(»th on thV left. :i.nd ri^ht of (his 
.siM tof tho Austrian?^ pul up a Nrt'y stultb’nrn 
resist .infr. I In* (i^htiiiLT Wiis \<'r\' l>h)odv. 
espfM*ial|;V' mNir No\'m, n. harnlrt jdioiit lii'lt 

a. mih* dm* sout h of ( )pp}i<*rhin.--ella. juid on (Im 
ndij:(' lM'|\v«M'n tin* twin Hills 'JOS. A iiumiH'i- of 
1 Ins we ft* t ji.kt'n, and a nnjxl j ujvny prisoner-, 
^.hiit. (In* Austi*in,n line was not }n*<»ken-; and 
llnni^h t he sinninit. ot (he ride*' \\ a.'^ 'j:aine<h 
<>nl\ (In* .‘-out jiri’u point wa'«,.held. k’a.rl her 
south the fiehtinli was still njun' ineonelusive, 
tor the Ai I'^l r'aii'... harked h\' the loi^ emis on 
Hermada.. held mnnly to Ilills -Uf and 77. 
Just soiith ot tin* \‘i|ypa,<*»*t>, howe\-er, a notahU* 
kja-in was made. Aiti'i* hoa\ \' liehtiiie in the 
. atti'i'^ioon a. siM'ond assault w'a.s earrit'd out ^ti 
• tin* ('veniitjj:, ami swc*pt aw'ay tin* Austrian 
n'sistaiu*e, bnn.u;ii4.u t ho Tlaliaits rijvht u]) to the 
^dllatrl' ot Sai^ ( h*ado dp Meriia, wluoh stands t»n 
a lit fie hill imnn^iliatoly south «»f the river. 


'I’he liill W’a.s surroundi (I, and the w»*ar\' tioop. 
la.y clown to n*st. * . • . 

Ibit that iiit^bt 1 he?*<* was lit t k* rest . Am,)! h.-r 
(<‘rrific^ thHnd(*rst(4rin l)rok<* upon tin* hattlr- 
(ic-ld, and I In* j^iius nev<‘r c*ea.sed. In t-in* ea.rly 
mornitit!: the Italiati lire ri‘donl)l(‘<l. and after 
tin* eneniy positions had he»‘n haninn*red n»r 
eijih< ]u)ui>; tin* chilled a.nd drip.piu^ nn*ii went 
torward aeaiu. San tJi'ado was taken and a 
lon^ eoluinn of'Aus1ria*u prisoners eanie Inisfeie 
iiiK the* rc*ai* of tin* hidiC rcleiil le..fsly ])nisued 
h\ the liri* of t hi*ii* owif^uns. Se\'eral iin]nn*tant 
eiit renc*hnu'nt s in .(’In* frotit of Lok\ica (soiilli- 
i*a.st, of .Nad Lo^em) were wrested frdm the 
eiH'niy,' aji^d a, turther atlxanec* w a-s jiahk^ ea-^ 
ot Uppaeehiasella.. Jt \\ as hard li^htinu:, Jnel 
the Austrians eont^*st^*d i*\ »'4*\- foot, of ^'i*<niiid 
with tin* utmost hra’M'ry, )>ut tin* Italians wer(* 
not to lx* dc*ni»‘d. T'hf* *follow'int» .day, after 
rt'pulsiuLT se\a*ra.l ejaiuter-at t ac*ks durin^z the 
iiiizht. t,}n*\' eami' a^aiu to tlu* a.'^sault. T'hev 
a:aiin*<l yu-ound ahuie a eonsidera.l)le front on 
the.t'arso, and took SOtt prisoin‘rs. Tin* ne\t 
da V was spent in eonsolidat iniz tI■n'Vle^v Finc's, 
and in throwing bark a. <I»*teT*miiied eoiinter- 
oltejisive l>y 1 he enen i\ , w ho reali/.ed the iiuport- 
a nee of some «>f the pc ants ]a* had lost. 'I'lu' Aus-‘ 
tritvn c'llorts haej no rc'sult. and st*\i*ra.l hundred 
prisonc'i-s were* h*ft in. the liands of the Itijian.'^. 
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Hin four clH\ s’ 1.204 prisoiu'rs 

' takou by our Allies, iiiui li series of ust ftil 
ioiis*Avere‘ o<*eupi<'d. It was .(lisap}>oiiiti!ig 
,*t tbe progres'^'oii tho right was loss sati^- 
fory than ou.tho left, but tho Austriiiu.liuos 
, I'lfills 20S, 144. aud 77 ware, \M‘r\',st long ahd 
, I \' dillieult *of Mpproifeh. • Ho*t h sidos lost, 
i . .ivily here, t;sproiahy ou 1 h<* two Hills 20S, 
in'ie the Auslrisuis took a, eoiipk' of Uuialrod 
li.iliiui prisojK'rs in tlieir succos'^ful <*ouiit»‘r- 
,it f ,irk i'U the ridg(». 

Our Allies w eT*e \ r; \' s<*on i radN' to di'al 

* 

. I not hoi* ’ blow, hut _ ])orsi-tont rain a.nd iiii.-^t 

rn.de ohsor\ iit iou alinos* impossiblo. Ilore, as 

. 1 -r\N here, lit t le t’ouM \ h ' doui' it hoiil artilU*i‘\ * 

oi . ‘I *a4*nl iou. and it Was well on, iu ()<*loh(‘r 
' • 

Ih toio llir oi’|ousi\r eould J>r TosuUH*d on tho 

-calo {)iaiu\('(i. I'kirly in t Ik* inoutli a pr(‘pa.ra.- 

'(.i\ Ixunbarilinent was a.elujilly ojX'ued, lull 

liio ^vouHk*!' brokt* sjicl<h*iil\' and eomplot <‘ly, 

and the rdoapi* an alJaek laid to. he* ahaud<uie<l. 

Oil (litorK'i* 0 tlui usual aitilh'PV firo.wa.r> 

in’oatly. iiifeusitii'd along all tlu* 1’rnij.t Jrtan 

oa-iward ot (lori/.ia-to th<' sea. 'I'Ik^ guns 

I ( nt I tu i(‘d all njght, aud^ on t.hi'. follonit’ig 

niMniiiiLi tlK‘ir fury redouhh'd*. I Jifort unal (‘ly , 

tlio moruiiig was f<»gg\', as it so offeu is <ui 1 ho 

<*'aiso and on tla* fsou^io lino, ji.'spe<*ially in tho 


autumn. It oloared after inidda\', but at 
2.4.7, when the infantry \\ent "" omm * .tin* top,” 
visibility \\ as still only fair. 

d'he atta.ek wii's spU'ndidly su<*(*esstuj. ’'riu* 
hDinhai’di'niait on tJio Carso had been orushing 
111 its effect.. The' Au.st riai^i first lint' A\as o\(‘r- 
^\ Ju'hued, ‘ juul \\]ien tin* Italian infantr\' 
a4l\aneed to I In **• assault 1 ho\' eari'ic'd all bt'fob* 
them Jihuig 1 1^. o|-i>}|tci> part of tlio frL»lit . S^^lno 
of the gnaiud gahi(‘<l l oulil not bo niaint aim'd, 
toi; tho .Vustriaus Imug ou dospt'rattdy to 
.eortiliu iin]iortaiLl posit ious, and tin* a.d\ an<*inir 
llalian.s found- lbomsol\ 4 s liaro and 1 honv in 
un])rnte<*t i*d salient s, • olosn upon uow liiU’s of 
trouehosi At. niglitfa.lt those isigo.r tiizlyoi-s 
\V4‘i‘(‘ withdrawn, roluotaut. to g!\t* up tbe 
i^t'ouiid won. ^It was t ssi'iit ivil to eonsolidato 
the new lini\ to- keep tin* troops logejlK'i* ftu- 
I h(‘ U(‘xt da.\ s ad\ane4*.* •Sojia* w< re eut olf, 
*an‘l kilh'd or lakt'ii prisoner-^, but tbi.- was tla* 
im'xitabh* price of sim-im ss. * * 

'Flit' . St'ph'iulH'r 4>pera.tions ’Jiail It'll tlio 
lre^ielidiiU> on tlu' ( 'ai’so full of twistte! ami 
y.ig /a.gs, Nvhit'li w t‘r«' ‘ si ra.ighl t'lU'd out- by I la» 
at lack i>f ()elo}>f‘r Mb 'Fhe iimst imporlant 
. gain was iIk* om'iuy sahi'iit. tliat ineluth'd No\a. 
\'a.s ami HilF 2nS north and ra.n ba.t'k just.'i'ast 
t>f Mill 2(^ out h, which t ht‘ ftali’ans had ht'ltl 
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u^aiiist iJir* Anstrinii iJiis 

ballfMit wsu-^ \'<rv with lhn*o 

of aM<l x arions “ rf*(Ioii]>ts,’ lait 

th<* Italian bomhari hiaaif |)ouii<I(mI tin* »li‘’ 
fi‘H(M*s to pircrs. jhhI t h** <la./.t‘<l iiH'U \\ Jio ^^lr- 
\ ivrfi tin* <lr>tni( tioii had litfh- li^hf in I la in. 
.Xnollar* important jiosition to tall tlio 

'-ummit of Hill lib Tla* Jiill ha<l Ixafi’ hotly 

< oiit r.st cf I during/ t la* Sept t inlaa’ ^tijjht ina, hut 
t)jo Italian'^ had la<*u nnabln ti» ^‘^-talllish 
t hrni<rl\ «‘s oil tla* Mimmit. Now ii.t hi'^t t]a‘\' 
-^.iM<rrd<‘d, but tla- Austrian-^ Imn^ on t«» tla* 
« a-^li rn and -out la i n slop<‘s. 

P.\ t la* nia I of t la* < la \ (( )<*! ol a*r 10) t la* Italian 
hno^on tla* ( ar^o lan almo>it in a. strfn^ht liia* 
from Mill Ml to tli** wn^tmi slopi‘s of \'<‘liki 



Al^SIKlAN l)lK;.OiriS ON THF CAKSO. 

barb, with a .'-liL-’lit <urv»? foi:war<l <‘a-*t of 
Oppat rhiasrl la . and a sli^^^ht « ur\ r bai k\>.ir<l 
w of. Lok\ iaa. . 'I'br Italians had now won 
tla* w holt* of t ht* lir>t liin* to which tla* 4‘ncmy 
hatl rt‘tn*att'tl iu Aumi^t, aial tla*\' had tak«*n 
inan;s prist »in*r^. 'I'la* tntal for tla* day was 
r»,0.‘U, iia hidiiiLr lt»l otVa*<*rs. aial a- ^rcat >lori* 
of war material wa^ found in tla* <*i)nt(iK*rctJ 
positions. lh’ogrt*s«^ had alst> la*cn madt* ainono 
tin* I i>w hills t‘a>t of the X’ort ojbioa. d hr pre- 
liininiir\' bt>inbartlmt*nt lu*rr was lt*ss dt'stria*- 


livc* than on the Oarso, for tin* ground w iis ,f, , 
ill soft mini, but a drtmninrd attack cari ' 
an imp(«rtanl system of tr€*iK*hrs brt\Vcffi t* 
hamlrts of Sobc*!* and Wltoj^ia. on a front 
l,(lb() yards, and Stil prison(*r.s w r -r tak«‘n. 

Next morning’ the wrathV*!* was st*r\ i'.. 



A Communication tkhncii on ini', 

SI.OPH OF THF CAKSO. 

fa.\ Atirablr. Mist la\' tJiick in the \alle\- .m.l 
On tla* (’also upland, and tla* artillt*r\ liie w.t- 
.•-laekt‘r. Sei/Jiig t heii* opport unit \'/ t la* \u - 
Irians count <‘r-at t aek<*< I on \arious paits ol tla* 
front. -h'or tla*m artilh*r\' pi*<*para I lou ' 
lt‘Ss impetrtant, for iht* Italians wt*v»‘ in tla 
opt*n, or iu tla* trt*nelie'-‘ which had bt'cn laal 
in ruins during tla* two piM‘\ icais da\s. I’la* 
tiehtijiu' was hai’dest <*ast of tla* X’ertojbKa - 
tla' t*ia*m\ had not ;vt*t brought up sullieieiit 
resi‘r\t*s t«i take tla* initia.ti\'e on the (’ar,<» 
but tla* Italians held tla‘ir ground : and in tli** 
aft<*i'noon, A\ith chniVer weather, t he\' reiawe.i 
the attack all along tla* line*. 'ria*\ gcine.l 
izround on the ( ’arso, taking here a trench .uuf 
there a (iofint’ oi* a. mined iH*donbt, and t he\ 
piisHeil forward their lini*s beyond Sola.*!'. Ah 
da\' long the lighting was fui'ioiis, aial duriiiL' 
tla* following night and morning the Ausliian 
untde desp(*ra.te efforts to ri'gain their lo-i 
positions. The air«N\as fairly cl(*ar, and tla 
ar(ilh*r\' on Ixitli sidi's as \ f*i*y aetixe. Ih* 
peated ‘.\ust riau attacks upon Sober, tla* nc\x 
line south of No\a \his an<l Hill 1 14, were 
bloodily n*pulj>ed. On the front held* b\ .a 
singh* battalion, near Sobei*, 4tMt enemy bodie- 
were counted aial buried. About midday t la* 
Austrian gfforts* ilieil away, and the Italian- 
attackeil again. They pusherl forward to- 
wai*ds the summit r)f Peciilka, and gained a 
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ill tlir lianilets of Lc»kvica and lliidi 
yards east • of Xo> ii \'as. 'PIk* lino 
n tlio (‘arso was oiior luori* tiont into ourvrs. 
>n liio loft t ho Italians won* woll forward, noai* 
li,“ >nmniit of \'olil<fi Hrihaoh, and in tlio i-ontn* 
;licv w<‘ro oloso upon tho road that runs south- 
, a-'t w i»-rds from hokvioa. to Hiidi Lo^. Ihit tla* 
Vnstrians <‘hm^ to Lokvioa, and tho Italian 
iisjlit »*ould mako littlo or no pro^noss. 'Phoir 
lifio h<‘nt )>aok from Kudi l^oii lo tin* of 

1 1 ill -ttS south, and thonoo ran aoross tin* 
\ a 1 loiio to I fill 1 44. 

)n Ootohor 1.4 tlio wca.lh<‘i* .nr»‘w w or>'«* a^a.in. 
Liillo fiahtinu’ took ]>la<*o on tho ('arso, lait 


hantl to hand, whilo tho artillory on Doth sido.v 
put a \or\ hoa\ \- l>arra^o liro on tho rosi*rvo 
linos. ( Vauparal i\ »‘ly fow pri«<on(‘rs wt'ro lak«*n, 
hut tho Italians hrou^lit t h(*ir iunuhi*r ot 
oapturos up to t>\or S,(K)ik d4u* Austrians 
olaiiuod 2,700, hut on this oooasioii, as on iuan\ 
olhors, tht*\ inoludod in (ho nuiulxa' tho iloa»l 
loft in thoir linos. 

Plio hroakdown of tho woath«'!‘ was a hoa \ n 
hlow to tin* Italijuis. 'Pho\ w oro unahlo to ;.»o 
on as t hoy had uitt'iidod, and tho forotMl lull 
in llioii' othnsivo oprratious compollod a with- 
drawal from i rrtaiu |»or>.itions w hioh woi'c oul\' 
stop; 'Ph( l>ark ti 
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north of Sf>hi ?’ t lio I tali; ms ad\’anood ho\'ond tho 
hills tho j'oad t lia.t runs iTJun "tlori/aa 1»\ 

San Pioti’o to l’r\aoiiia. tho liia* toIIo\\<*(l h\' 
tho ( Ioi'i/ia-II(>i nhoro; railw ay to 'Piio->to. ’ 'Pin* 
Ins.vjos duriinr tho four <lays' n^^htintr woi*o \4*r\' 
lM’a\ on ))ot h si<los. On tho lii*st da.\' tho 
Italians lost oompara.t i\ oly fow mon. and tho 
Austrians sutToicd \-orv hoa.\ ily, 4’ho Italian 

arlillorv' tiro a\ a.s o\ooo< liiml v do^t rijot i\'o, a.nd 
<ai ]nan\' jiarts of tho lino i lio ♦:noFn\ was 
unal)lo to j)ut up a. fif^lit . On tho '-o<ond ami 
llord’ day. w hon tho Austrians throw in tla-ii- 
ro>i r\ «‘s, th»* .".triiouilo w as ti rrihli*. It \\ a - oom- 
paiativoly old fa^hioia d ti^daing, moro ta* lo^-^ 
in tho opon. for' t ho. troni'hos woro oru''hod and 
tlutt<‘no»l, and tho only aovor Vvas suppli<*d hy 
tin* unc•^'ouno'>^^ of tho ^roiuid. It was a. i^hastly. 
moh'M*. w 1 ) 01*0 o»a))[wmios j nd ha.ttalion>. toii^jlit 


.‘itMt \ards from tli* .'^nmniit"- ol \ oliki I1ril»a.oh. 
a.n«l iN oinka. 4'ho\ lolt Lok\ ioji. t o t ho oraan \ 
and tlattonotl tho Miidi hojj^ sa.liont. It was 
o-.-ont iai to ,'-.«‘ouro a propoi* jnmpino i itt pha o 
for tho no\t adxanoo. 

r»rMl wrath**i o. ail iniiofi f(H' o\«t* a itK'fMi;ihl, 
o\oi*pt toi* ono >-lo)rl -poll ot IS liofii's, wliioli 
rai^o«.l nijtoundofl hopo,'., for moro than a, 
wook attoi* thi^ laonlv in tho >uooos,sion ol wari'n, 
wot. mi,''t\' tiavs tho -oldior*-^ in I ho Iront Ihio^ 
woro Pioyod up, waitini.' for tlio woi*<l to attaok, 
knowintr that it would c*onu* .w hon tho loys 
littod and ^a.\o a. fair \ i<*w of f ho < n. m\’'s linos. 
'Ph<* woathor <*lo{u*od \*or\' oradiiaHy. 'Pho 
->oakin</ rains o<*asof|, hut tho oloials kopt \(rv 
low, aial tho mists <*arno 1 hinl\ up fiom tho 
Ir«*nohod ^r<ainfl. .\t lon;.it h, on ()ot(»hor 2 ( 1 , 
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(Iwrr wii. ;! hint of (Mtid, niid I Ijon^li flio iir\t 
<U>\' Wrts oxrrcnsi, (Iw* clouds ridin|j: hicli 

iitid < tic )nnds(‘a|)c w ns ‘liiinmous niid dlstiiici. 
'riic last i)r‘c|)nr:).t lo'iis wcr'c iiUidc, 'I'Ik* scene 

• \\ns set foi* n. still .* 4 rcntci* dTorl limn tlic luo 
which hnd pn'ccdcd it’. Xr\< dn.\’ I he ciirf n in 

. ^\oiil<l ^o u|> if I h(‘ wcjillicr ln*l<l. 

The dawn wnsj lcju* and i^fcn , and soon t he 
trading <*!ouds <hssol\cd undc.i* a. sl ronn 
.\ll I he* nioi’iiiim a sfcad\ fii-c wrul ou,-an<l al 
mi(.lda.\’ (he i-cal homhaidna'iil hhuran - froni 
Sail Mjirco I’i^hl dow ri t o t lie .sea., d’lic in( ensil \- 

* ot the (ire ontjlal a.d |)re\ioiis homhardn^euts 
on I ho ('ai's<> Iron!, au<| in an hour (lie whole of 
I he .plateau was 4-o\ered \\ilh .r \ asf pa.ll ol 
.^moke, which ;irew e\4*r higher a-ia I . 1 1iieker 
till .i1 dininaal vhe ch a?- fnouutaiu’ ranges and 
4|a.rkene4l t in' w hoh' ea-i ein sk\\ All aff<*rn<M)n, 

. all t‘\'cnino, mid all • ni;ih( the t»*rrihk; hie 
, continued, .ind w la-n i lu* next clawn }n’*>ke it* 
£irew' e\ t'u lii'iV er. 'The da\ pi'oinised wfll, 
hut tlu' inoVuiuo; mist'- w ei’c .sU)W to risj;. and 
wlien I lu' hour a |.)pr( mehe< I .tor thi* infant I’v 
at t aek t lie w liok' pla.t eaij w as st ill f hickly \ a-ik'd. 
TheiiiTantrv went forwaiilat eNa.ctly lt» minutes 

t 

past 11, and t h«‘ .Vust nan a.rt illery lire, whieli 
laid n«it h«M‘n \'er\'. h»‘a\\. Iieca-jne much 

mnr*' intt'u.se. '1'he eiuaue puisui'd the. same 
/ taetjes, iis /Inriin; the t\\o pr«‘\i*nis attack's. 


■res4‘r\ in^r their until the Italians came iutn 

the open, w h(‘n th«‘y sprayed shi’a-pnel o\er the 
aihanciuLi (mops, arul plasti'iial the reai* line- 
with hij^h. «‘\plosi\'<*. • It wa^ not ic(-al)k‘^ how - 
that al onjjj a eoiisideivihle part ot ( h(' ti«Mit 
the eucm\' fire was ihici*rtaiu and (itful. I h» 
Italian counter hatti'rics were ihane tlicir- w o? k 
\-er\' ^^ell. 

( )n I h<* l<‘ft (4' the ('ar'so plateau the Italian 
attack, couducti'd l*y the llth A ri n \ ^ aps, 
was immediately succi's^f iil. d'hc lines in 
front of l’»*‘einka fell to the first rusli, L4»k\a a 
A\as «)cr'upied alter* a. short luit furious slr uoak*. 
and )\ hih* W'liki* wii.s resisting frontal attacks 
<ai (la* \\ hojcf r s|o|)i‘s to tJie in)rth and oii the 
hare wt'stern faT-e a “suppoi't in^ ('•ohimn swept 
throu^ih t ht^ shdl.tei*r*d lines of IV*cinka. whiilf 
liad ’ heeij captain'd 1)\ a. Ilersanlieri Hrioa.de 

(tith and 12th rcLrinieid s-k turned northwa.nl, 

• * * . 

swarmed uj) tht» stony ridue tliat lca.ds from 
Hecinka t’o*\"eliki, and took tla* i*n<an\' t.rcuelies 
in the Hank. Hecinkci ft'lt in kss* than* 14 
minute>, \ • liki* in little o\'i'r an lior’ii. *X<^r did 
the ad\aiitM* stop lu*nx 'Tlie Heisau:lii‘ri pti^lied 
on*lf> Hill llttS, another stony humipocl.;,. cast 
of IVcinka., and the Toscana Hiij»j\<le. w hich had 
captured X’eliki. advanced ahni^.ihe rid)_a' to* 
file east an<l liccupit'd the next jr^ak Hill .‘17ti. 
^?outh of Tokvica, and alonir the Oppacclii-a- 
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il^i-KostHiijeVK-n roa<l, Hio attack was ccpiaHy 
ucassfiil. rt-sistrtuct* of tlic <‘iiciny was 

iiipk*toly o\ (M'powcrcd. 'riu^ line Wiis cairicd 
Mt ward 1,0(M) yards e»ist‘ Sc^cti, and the 
I oimly fortified cross-roads. nnIicic tJu* LokMc’a.- 
i|ii(ii J-rOg J‘o.‘<l intersects that from C)ppao<Jiiii- 
toi l\ostanje\ iea. was takt*n on flu‘ ^ iin, 
•Ho advniK'c ))ein.u jnislied to witliin a kiloim-tTc 
, .1 ■ Ko-t anjevica. I‘'inther to’tlu' xmtli littl*- 
i .i! proj.*J ess \\>is made. • Mi]) 2:tS ^o the ea>i 


of Mill 2US sontli -wa>s earrietl hy the first laisli. 
ami >^roiind was gained in tJie direction of Hilt 
on the <'dgi‘ t>f tile sont li-ea.sii‘rn coria'i* ot 
l4ic main (*^t.rso plateau, just ala>ve the viHajxe 
of riamiano, in tlie \'a.llont‘. 'The laiemy >\cre 
dri\'en out t)f flaiiiumo not foi’ tlu^ first tinu', hut 
the* occu])ation of this ])oint . di'pcndiMl on the 
succ’t'ss of the a.tt'ack oip tiie lieii^hts above, and 
h*‘iM^ it was found impossihic to make ^^ooil tln' 
won. .\ st roiMj count er a 1 1 aclv n'^a-ined 
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0|>|)a(.*c*liiasolla-TCf),Mtiiiijfvi(*a .road, and it i 
dininiiR to say how far jlio attacking troop 
Imvo ^oiio if they laid not be(*ii lield h.ii 1 
to a\’oid tin* forniatioii of too pmnouiK'jM I ,i 
salient. enoniy lost 4,731 'i)rison,M v 

iiiehidint^ 132 oHieers, and a gn*at mass of w;,.. 
mat(‘ria.l. The spet‘d and impetus of the It alia. > 
attack were so great that mult* trains hwlen w if h 
provisions and aiiimuiiition were (uiptnnnl fan- 
in t lie rear of tlu‘ trenches, befon^'the Austrian-^ 
had naili/f'd that tlieir line laid <*rum|)le 4 l. 
Th^‘. capture of two throe-gun bafti'ries ot four- 
inch guns was rc'p()rtod th<‘ sauu' night, hut i‘ 
was known already that other guns and a 
gceat* numb(‘r of machine-guns were kdt within 
t he lines torn from tlie en(*my. 4''hey wen* .Seen 
and pass(‘d in the first onrush of the vietoriou- 
infantry, hut it was days befon* all th(* ennnine 
hiding-places wt'rt' expk>r('d and ga\'(‘ np fheir 
sefTt'ts. • 

A grt'at hole was ])unched in t he* Auslria.n lin<* 
by th(‘ Hrst day’s lighting, hut the eiu^my nen* 
not to gi\(? in |•(‘adily to defea.t.. Tin* siirpri.'^e 
had Imm'ii gr(*al, anil the eoiinter-at I aek took 
some time* to ik'vi’lop. it was not until aft<*r 
oin* o'clock in the morning of Xo\t*ml)er 2 that 
the Aust rian artilk^ry opeia*<l a. phaso of tlie 

battle. A t rt'inendoiis fin* (.liroeted uj>on 

tin* lost ground, espuj-ially upon Hill 30S. 
1’t‘einka, and the I'idge nmning northward to 
\’i*liki llrihaeli. Along this lini* th* llali: 'i'- 
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Hill 238 for tho enemy, and though tire fight 
jiiged doubtfullN^ foi- a long time, a,nd tlic 
Jtalia'n.s hekl tenaciously to va.rious points that 
imprOvM*d their original line, the\' could not 
break through the enemy deten<'es‘a.s tliey had 
done farther north .Vs the battle died down 
on'tJioJeft it grew e\er (iere(*r on the right. All 
t lie low groijiif I <'a.sl and .south of Hill I 14, where 
the X'ailone meets tin* valley that runs down 

• westward from Hresf o\ iea and divide.s Hermada 
and the lowc^r hills by the..s(*a' from tlie main 
f 'arso jilafeau, w as a liorrihk* seething caldron 

i6 

<»f smoke and lia-me ; and on the heights above 
. fell an unceasing rain of shells. Till night <*a.me 
I here was no shiekening of the light. 

• In Ihti f Jori'/.ia. st*4*t,or useful jjrogn'^s was 
made on the* hills to fhe east of the. town, 
lowa-rds 'fivoli a'nd San .’Mariv), itnd on the 

■heights heyoiul Sober t o wan Is the railway, 
'flu* (listanci* gained \\ as not great, hut sev(*ral 
inujortajit jioints w<a*(‘ oeiupied, whiih im- 
proved tin* lin(‘ and (‘ased the posit ioji iiea.t* the 
town itself. , 4’lie gioimd was decj) in Jund, an<l 
Hie troops found it vi'iy diftkailt to move, while 
the e(t\‘et of the shells ' w as gi’catlv' k‘ss<‘nc‘(l. 
Hut this [lart of th(» light was of minor import. 
'I’hi* o[M‘rat ions on t la* (-arso wer(^ w hat <*hiell\' 
mattered, ai’ul t h<» results of the tirsf day’s w<nk 
Sven* triumphant. 4’he .Austrian line was com- 
pletely broken (»n a fn^nt of <)ver t w'o iml(*s, 
from the northern rim of tin* ( arso to the 
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lyin^i: out in tlir op ui, on 1lu‘ l)n.iv sioriN 
-round. 'Dio (MJOiuy tnuichcs wrvv jioin — fillod 
with sliiit t4*r('d rock jukI )irok<*ii -Ixjdics -n.nd 
><‘t only n few tlu^-ouls lnwl been iliseovered. 

Here nnd HM*re a doJina ^av(* sh(‘h(‘r, or a ryrk 
eavtMMi, bill' tor tlu'- 'inoHt pari' I ho lrooj>s liad 
little protection ajjjainst tlie furious storm of 
«'lii-a|)nel and liigli explosive. Hersai^lieri 

Hi'f^^ade, in jiartuMdar, was vihy lii^lily tried by 
ilie Innnbardineut, and suffered \'ery liea\ ily. 
riie briLradier and tli<‘ lAv<* nyimental <‘om- 
uiiinders spent the ni^ht walkin^^ up and down 
in the trout line’s, juul llu’ir exemple’ lield th<‘ 
men lii'in undi*r the eniel stni.in, Ihit by tlie 
murniiiiz oidy one of the tlir<-e was left, d'lu- 
hriLradier and one* of the colonels Inul both beeui 
wniinded by sliell frat^ments* tlie })riuadier bein^ 
>'a\»‘d troni death by liis Ix’lmel. dMie luduirt 
>ur\i\(>r wiir^ tlie coloii(‘l wlm had tak«ii JSa.n 
Michele in July, HM J, an<l hcdtl. it- b»r 17 
lioui> ajjjainst rep(‘at<*d atta.cks till ln\ was 
erdc*red to w‘il'h<lra.w the nMiinants of his 
‘‘oinma.nd.* 

N arious enuuter-at t acks were a.tt<*mpti*<l 
during* 1h<‘ ni^ht^ but it was not until towants 
midday that the re*al enV)rt. <‘am<'. 'The reasoji 
of the a.rtill<*ry (roncent rat iein ou'IV’cinka and 
Mill JOS at' on<,*<* be.’cauK* a.p[)areiit , fia* tin* <‘n<*my 
launclu’d a formiela-bh* body (J.inen against these 
]H)hits. They were tryinu; to drive a wealp* into 
tlie salient that had Ix^en £oripc*d by the Italian 
advance. Masses of infantry utiJVtMl forv\ard 
from behind Hill 278, to the south-east of Mill 

— - -j - ft- 
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JUS. but the\' wtae met 1 >n a terrilic anillerx 
tire from the It alian bat teries, w bile the maehine 
t'lins of the M(*r,^ji.e:liori a.nd an infantry brigade 
w hich liad Ix'cn mo\<‘d* up in sup])ort> pla-ye<i 
upon them unceasingly. dJa‘ masses broke', 
re-formc<h broke api.in. Aftm* a lit t li‘ th«’ al t a.ek 
was attempted afresh, but couUl mak(‘ no liead- 
way. Siweral times the a'tjvance was renew eti, 
but always to break down under the Italian 
lire. dMn’ enem\' attack died aw as', aial t he 
Italian Ijne swept forward in pm.siiit, <\ Idle 
Tart her north the t robp;^ on the nnamtain stair- 
way elimbed two more steps IlilL ilhl) a-ml I he 
\ory important position of fajti 1 1 rib (1.12.7 
feet ). . . 

d'lie taUinjZ i»f the f'ajti lidee was a seiious 
loss to the enemy. It was the ke\ of the 
Austi’iaii line in this s«“ctc»f. Not only doe.* it,' 
dominate Kosta.n jevica and tin* network of 
roailstha-t sprea.ds out from the \ illa.»;e*, it also 
commands com|)l(‘tely thf* low ei ' pa.rl of the 
main road that winds upwards from I van/, ia.no 
to the ( 'ai-so. An Aust I'ian cokaiel taJvcn 
prisoner in tlu’ Sf’ptember offensive de(‘la.i‘ed 
that iK'it hin^ mattered so lon^ as lAijti Hrib wa.- 
heki, a.nd that th<‘ lt-*dia.ns wotdd ne\er .'.m-ctM-tl 
in taking it . I jis <rst imat e of it s import anci‘*w 
<loubtless e\a,t 4 p*rat ed, but its capture wa,s a 
heavy blow. J^y the ev<‘nin^ of Nov(*mber 2 
thf’ Italian line ran soul h-westw ar<ls from Kajti 
by Hill Jlit tf) Hill 27S, and thence s<aith 
eastwards to HJl 2211, 7()t) yards due wc*st <»f 
Kostanjeviea. just aluive^tla* terndnal lo<)p of 
th«‘ narrow-paup* Carso raiKvay. .Ami patrols 
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SCItNB OF .THF OFFHNSIVH OF NOVEXIBRR, 


* The Fajti KUl^e i 

•wen* (M*!! \><ll citsi \\ and <») Hih*, (indMiL* 

notliin^ l>nt (Minded men amd a?.l>{i.ndnned wan* 
nititi'iMMi. 'riie\ j>U'«;lied r'ljiilit up to l\.esfau'i- 
jevieai M.nd In at line tlifit runs \lue north from 

I he village, huf her<'tlH‘V eiini(‘ in tiMU'h willi 

II new trench s\Ntem whit h tlie eneiUN were . 
liol(|m/4 in f(M’ee. 

In t*he cent |•(' the Austrians haul jxi\en waiy 
eoiiipIrtel\ , hut the\ >\ere holdini; (inn on the' 
w iif^s, amd were not content with holding. 
South of 1 he ( )ppaj.eehiiisa‘llai - Kost am jevJe.M ] oai\l, 
ri^j:ht ilow/n to Kill I II, they deliv'ered ai seria's 
«)f defermiiH‘d count I’l -at t aickas^ amd t he\ w ere ♦ 
-eapiidly aetivi* amon^ tha* Jhlls a*ast of (Jori/.iav. 
Ihit tha‘ Italians Imn^ on to the ^raunul they 
haul nitido ^o\mI* a>n the lii>t daiN', amd in t ha* 
e\ a‘ninj 4 - f lu're mathinu hut ^ood news ta) 

ra'port . ■ Neau'lN' IhoDtt pi*isa»iu'i'> w a*i»e auUla'al to 
the nnmha r a*vlra‘aid\' rt'porta al, and annatiie them 
waMa’.ai hrijjjavdier, a ra’j^uneritavl a'ommamvta'‘r. aiiid 
t hrea* tia'Ial ( >11 teers. 

riu' po^itjon AMIS 'now \vry a'lii’lpn.'^. avn’al not 
without its pa*rils for tlia* victorious Itadiauls. 

On ak front of a lit t la* o\ a‘r t.w o mila‘s un aulvivna*a* 
had ha'cn muda* uit \ airia'd in da'pth from two 
luila's to at mila* amd at hadf. ddie satlia*nt •wat-^ 
vaa'\' narrow in ra*laitiou to its rt('])th. 'I'Ik* 
Austrians wa'ra* in faVra*a\- jiiaal va'ry strongly. 
a*ntn'lielu*d. am tha* waw»ala'd slopavs that faiU tai 
tha* \dppaa'T*o, as fair forw aral as t ha* .nt'ifrhhamr- 


I the Back^raiund. 

hooal of Sam (Jraulo di* .\lei*nai. 'Their line'' \\i-n 
imm(‘nsel\' si rone. 'Thick sti’auids of wiri iMif 
fi’om trea* to tra‘(‘ in front ot the tr.eiulie'- 
making impassalile' hai,rria*rs. aiiitl aM‘liller\ lie 
Ti|)on ai wood is apt to hai\e |•(‘snlts the i:e\t,‘i > 
of w halt is intended. Insleaid of a*h‘< .rmu .iw .w 
ohstaela's, it aidds to tlia'in. \\'hen the ItalKUi 
wa‘nt forw;u*ai aeakinst t he a\ oodeal, sUipes soul li 
a'aist a>f San (Jraido, tlu^x found it impossihK n* 
malva* amV m’a’af lu'aidw^aiN aijj^aiinst' t]ie.lnMp»'l 
.t an^la* a>f win'*, cIh'n am \ -aie-frise aiiui fakllen t r*'« 
trunks. Ona* lina* nf 1 reneh(*s f(*ll to the ;Ut:i( I. 
of a flanking eohiinn, hut mam\ ot'luMs I 
ha*yo;id. 

But tha* positions wi'i'a* tau’iied h\' the ll.ili.in 
auKamaa* oji tha* lii^li i*id^a*s, amd t h(*ra* an ere noi 

* . • _ I 

aMUMi^ih Austrian troops ai\ auladaJe foi‘ am aittau k 
on the Hank* of that adAiinea? Ix'foie it h.u’ljieeu 
thoroiijihlA Jiiada* •t^onal. JlS" Die time tli* 
Austrians A\’a*re iM auly to. ea/ina* up from t!i‘ 
\’ippau*a-o to the i‘im a)f tha* ( 'arso. t ha* . 1 1 adijin- 
AAa‘ra' tlei’a'fuhn^ tha‘ir a.*xpos<*d tlamk )>^ mid<in:: 
a. straam attau-k atajAA^nhilh t )n .XoAu niher > 
troops a»f tlx* 40th Dia isioiT, an Jija'h had ])nshed 
up ijisiala* tha* newly-forna*! i sadienT, proea‘a*de<l to 
A\ idi'ii it ])\’*eomine doAA ii in t,ha* ra*air of the 
main Anst riandina's betA\a‘a*n tha* Vippaeeo aunl 
.till* I’lVVsO. Xha^ inain ait 1 auk a|evelo[)a*d ha- 
twea'ii \’a*liki KribiK‘h anal Favjti Mrib; aeaui-t 
laled ri<l)ia**4>f VoHvOAllialk f025 fea‘h^ 
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winch jiit-; out iiort liw <u-( I tVnu I lu' inuiii 
I'l 'TIk' cucjoy hud not had tim<‘ In 

|>i-.‘p;n-(‘ their line's a.ijjaiiist an advanci* from, 
this dirc'ctio?!. 'The hill \\a'< Hurmimdcd and 
t.'iUrii, aiul 1 h(‘ Italiu’is rcach<M| and o*cii|)i<‘»| 
die lijic of t h(‘ X'ip|)a'‘c<t, west (»f IJi^lia. Oj)|)o- 
'itc tho \ illa^c I he cnniiy still Jald o?i t<» two 
I'Mlc Jiills that for-mofl a I )ridi.rc lusid o\ or tin- 
and the Italian^ jnad<‘ im dforM to dis- 
l'*dL:o I hoin h-oin tln*<c j)o^ition'<. 'I'h ' northern 
tl.iTjlv <»t th(* salienl wa-.Tiow adeijuatelv -j-iMired. 

W hill- this operation was hiahrL' eai-rir'd out on 
dll- extreme le|t, a eonsidera I )le adxaiiee wa- 
hiinu ma<l(‘ on t h(‘ nor-i In-rn half of the plateau. 
Hill l^tH . a kilomeli-i- east of Hill 27 .S, wa^ 
ohdiy- o<-euj)ied. and fa.rlh(-r .south the lim- 
^'as advariecMl to within L^Mt yards of Ko^,- 
■•nijiwiea. J.)urjn^the da\ .some oUO prisoiea- 
wi-i-e taken, hr'in^^in^ the total for the thr.-c 
da\ s' ti^rPt P, S,7o0, ijieludhi.L: L'TO o|]|ieer>. 

I h(‘ en<‘m\^ wen now ri^ht h-c k on their third 
hrte all 1 he w a\' from the \'ippa'-eo to Kostan- 
i'^N'ica. "Khe\' Ji.el lost two \ ei-\' eiahorati- 
hues ot cut ri-nf-hmenl on a liaait of o\ei- three 
miles. l',at on t lie .soul hern lialf of the plateau, 
■«nd on the lower irrouud towards the soa, t hf‘\' 
ef>unt er-at til-kin^ with ^'roa> \ i^.'our, 
' -|>‘‘cinlly in the ilireetion of Hill 2 m<S soutin 
i hey si'eined to liope for a success Jiero that 
“hjxht jeojiardi/e tile tfalian piins to the north, 
hat tliev' nnide no fmim-s^ion on the Italians. 


who wei-e now conti-nt to remain on the delen- 

''i\e in this si-ctoi-. 'The Italian attack on the 

rieht was, m lact. a ,su)»sidiai-\' operation. It. 

w.is lioperl til if lir-iamd mi^ht hi‘ ‘.jained t o- 

wanlsSelo and aho\e damiano, lait w laai t he 

onem\''.s line-: held a.ua.hist the tirst ])u>h, t tie 

offensive was prai-t iea 1 1 v* ahandont'il for a, 

.'•ontaimie.i a'-lion. d'he main ol > j(-(-t i \ « -s were 

north ot the ( Ippi.cehiasella Kost .in jev iea. 

roa-l. llxpoi-K-nci had shown that t ho Austrian 

Imo- troiii Hudi Lou 'lowii to the .--i-a wor<- 

pa It loularlv' sliouo. l-’rontal altatk-- liad 

uamod urouud hut \ orv little, and at lieavv 

eo->t . A si H-f •« ‘^^f 1 1 1 hlow tart her uoilli p|-(o 

11 li'^od t lio el la uo< ol f a pi uf < - h\ a i a >1 her mol hod . 

Ida- tw( joason> 1 ho Ausii iau lo1t \\ ino lai t ho 

('ai-.o wa^ a h.irdor nut 1<i oiiu-k than Iho.riuht. 

ill 1 lio hr, si phc-o. t ho huo-- I hou ool \ e-., on a 

oonmdoiahlo p.irt c'»| (lie soelor, wore aotuallv 

stroiiooi. I'orhaps t ho\ w<ro st rouL'<-r o\ on |>\ 

nalui'o : hut m attditiou t ho\ Ix-lonurjl in ui‘oai 

put to that c-lahfa.ito lir--t hia- sv-iom ol 

doloiioo w hioh wa-. hr(tk<-u larlhoj- north in Hr 

of-e.it Aujju^t .oftondvo, hut Mover (plile pie'ieed 

iti the <-\tr’ome .smith. In the set-caid plaeo 

i ho .'.out horn '-eot»»r was L.r-kofl }>%• (ho i/uii.s or 

flor-uaeja. d'ho w holo <if t ho l lormada ridt_'o 

wa-: lunnollo I and LntHoried in suoh a v\a\ Hint 

■A 

It was' almo.'t impossihio to looato 1 ho hiddon 
uuiis with aiiv a"( ura' v , nnd foi- thi'^ joason 
t ho Itiilian <-ouulor l>at torios w*ero uiialao to 
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p down tiu’ lin* 'iis '1 Ju‘v suc<c‘(*(‘(lt*(l ' c*n.nu‘Mown in .slifids. und tJu* wliolt^ (^urso 

in dointiT farfhor north, llernmida so<*nit*(l ifj mist'. ..Afhn* a th<‘ weailp'r 

dotinitcly to hn»1)i(l a. dirori a.d\*anc<', and to fha’ii^t‘d for t Ik* )ndtt‘r;- ))itt .it did not hf>hl, and 
turn tho position from tln> n(‘»rth appoarrd to Im* ^ whi*n ln.>j)f,s >\(*n‘ hifj;h(‘,st th(*y da^'ln'd 

only .s(ilution of a ^'i'ry dinianlt j)ro))loin. ’ ji^aiu.’ Uoiitlitions ifi t ho Iroiaditfs hooann- 

"rho tliird pliiy's tiglitin^ j)i*>iotioaUy <*!os<*(l- ^^'ryl)a.d.^ Tlio linos on t ho low grtamd and 1 li<'. 

this phaso of th(‘ K»ng ol'foaisi\o. A jwoi'k lafor^ (folinc on tho Oarso wt'ro flfKxh'tl with \vati*v, or. 
tho Italians ocoiiriiod Hill .’lOH, l.OOtt yards 4no raithta*, witli a fliicdv nn'xtun* of nidfl and wap i*. 

north of I\ostimjiW’i(*a, so -that thoir lino now* whil’o tho rp<‘ky (**arso tronohos w'(*ro so nianx 

ran pra« fioidly .straight fnan Kajtidirih tt> thi* small tornaits. And nlways t ho mist, kopt ko\ . 

t)ntskirts of lvostanjovi<*a,* Thit this gporatjon . • l*kirly.iu Doocahbor ovorythiiVg was f*o^<lj' hn* 

wa'i virtually \niop|X 7 st»d. . oiu'iny , i'- vory l.)i*g attaok; Kiill use lunJhoon inarlo oi 

falloii ha<*k on thoir third lirx', and wore making tho'oxtra tvino that had boon givon by tlio had 

no attt'nipt to hotd any of tho ground in front * woathor^ »tnd it Ava^ hopod a.nd boliosod that 

of it. Th(‘ <\o<‘k following tlio dlirho (layJ<* . tho' rostilts would oomponsato for tIu? di*la\ . 
advaiu*o was spoilt ■)>y iho Italians in oou- , '^rhronghont llhocanbor tho Italian Ariny wait(‘< I 

solidating t lu* ground won, and' oloaniilg -for thi* olainoo it Wiis ready to tako, lint th* 
up’- tho bat tlo-fit‘ld. They w't*ro now in front oondit'ions wore ]H'rsistontly. unfavoiiT*ablov add 

of a Mrong trench lino, to attaok Ayhioh r<'( ini red at tho end ’ of tln^ year (h'noral Cadoma .r< - 

ffosh* artillf'ry preparation. A pause -w'as^ Juctantly abandoned 4 he Idea ol a furthoi 
^ueoossary to * allow* this inqving of guns aii<l . tdhnisive iintil the comings of spring. * Anotlu r 
hofttbanlr an<l Ihe .selection of iwnv observation .stage of •tho'^Ioinj;^. struggle on the* Carso ha* i 

jio.sts. And w hen this* had bixm tioeoniplished, come to an end. . , 

the weather put a stop to tlie- further at\acU . * ^ • 

.‘that liad biH*n jilannod. It .broko o^i tiie The main featui'os of Itajy's s.hare iij tlie wai 

evening of tliif-thiril day'.s figlyting. The rain -(liiEing 191 (>. were, •of co\ir.‘*e, the repiihe of th« 
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\ii.strian offonisive on tho Trciitino front and 
<it* ixotable odvanc*o beyontl tlic Ison'feo. Those* 
lAO fierce lilruggles— tho one lastiiig.uiiiuter- 
I 'iptodly for -six weeks^ and the jotlier • boiri^ 

, irried QU at iutervaJs throiigli more than three 
1 1 )ntli.s -were t^yeufes xd. first -cla<s import aueo'in 
ilio Kiu’opcaii War,' and th<iy naturally pv(*r- * 
^liadowed other 'military operations whieh were. 

I f niiifi’kable in yiemseK;es, and would in dilTeri'iit 
lutve claimed widt^ attention. Amoim: * 
tli«ise operations tho most uotewortliy was tlio 
Italian advance p.jion the FaV?sa Alp^. J!)uyin^ 
t he first day^J outlie tMir the Italians had crossed, 
tlie freriticM* an<l i)ushf‘d up tlie \'a*l ( 'i.-JiiKHi 
and tlie Viil .(V)rt(*lla till, they were some 1*5 
niilc's within Austrian territory, A line ^\a.s 
1 M ahlished that ra.h from (yima d'Asta by Ciina 
Spiadou to (,^ioria, • wh('rg th(' torrent of tln‘ 
'.’alsorda'joins tlie Vanoi, and thenet^ by Fitiia. 
(li \'a!sf)rda and *(’ima <rAry.o,n to \’almesta. 
i(j . 1 h(^ .1' pper \"al C'ism(»n, abouf t hrc'c ’miles , 
|j(‘lo\\ tlie faiuous summer rc'sorf/ a ml Dolti- 
mile e<^nt-ri', San Martin'o di ( \istro///a. d'he 
rntMuy made, m^ attempf^to eonti'st- t his ad vapee,. 
lu'it VNitJiilrow to the south-wt‘sterri cur\(* of th<* 


vast Fcvssa rans^e ,whieh sweeps \)p froan. tla* 
Vrentlnb Alps, to the* TVlarmolada, * protec*tinjjc 
the Val KieiiinVe and the .Val Travi,i»ii<do,.and 
thi'.i^reat Dolomiti^ roads that meet, at Fre- 
• dazzo. As they wTllulrew tliey burned ami 
d(‘stroyed; ' The u[)per \"a.l Cismon was laid 
•^yjistt', and San Afartinh ’'di C’aslrozza, 
with it.i jjreat hoti'ls, rehia.ined a blaeki'm^ii 
ruin. . * ' 

Jn this n'pion. for'mon' than a yea.r,'t ho Italian * 
and Austrian lines w c'ri' .widi'ly sc'pa, rated, thj** 
• situation re-slMuhlinir tliat Which lomj: prevailcal 
in till'. Val (Jiudiearia. There ^^■as an exteii- 
.sive \o-Man's baud' where ])afrt)ls mid ami* 
skirinislied in tin* wyods that cdothe. t In' lowtM* 
mniintain slopes, ^^lu*r(‘ oeeasional prisfiners 
were taken,* a n< I ima.i lai<l down theif li\‘es in 
litt.lt\ loiiely eonfliels Hlie..!' n(‘\<‘r ti<:ui*et| in, the 
ollieial « lispat (dies. 'The Aiislriaiis did not 
t'onfitu' 1 hem.sc'l \‘es to tlu' rreoenizt't! tm*flio(Js 
of warfa.i('. “ In addition to the nstia;! appa- 
ratus of (leff‘m*(‘, har’baroiis d(‘\ i(*i‘‘ which 

•* a baidal (JoviM'nmenl had inluM’iliMl from, the 
Kendal* Ai^t‘s w »is mad(* lo .serv*' against ,lh(*, 
Italians, .dkaps toi* wild hiMisls wei*e std to 
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rnr*n, oi’ flu* inhuiitau 

iiiinicnsi* niountairi rampart wliicli was 
maiLiirfl ]>>' tli«‘ to for})i<l airy 

j) 0 '^sil>ilit y of nil Italian atix aiioo. JUit Iirrr, 
as (‘ls(‘u h«To ainoriL^ llio Alps anil J )olomitc*s, 
no natural obstjwir* w as Considorfd imprcj^nalilr^ 
bv tin- incoiiiparablo mountain fi^hlors of our 
Allios 'riif tir.^t - Mu ntion of a forward inovo- 
moiit wa^ <*ontainrd in (aaioral Cadorna's 
bulirlin of June 27, It) Hi. report was 

ihiiiafl (list i<'ally laodnic : “ In <Ik* n\ijion of 


<liv(*rsion. TJin nail movement eame lo 
later, at the head of the Val Cismon. 

Aliove. San Martino di (.^aslroz/a tlie h;_ 
road wimls up towards the tlividin^ lid 
lietvveeii tin? \'al Cisinon and the Val 
nolo. On th(^ right towt‘r the ja,gged prak-, ■ 
11 m^ Kosetta, ( ’imon della Tala am\ Cima di I 
Vi'zzana, (h(‘ two latter bo 1 ,Ii ox er H),()UO t» . 
On the left rises the rocky mass of tlie 
lazza ( 7 di^h) feet.). The road (ilirnbs northw.u. 
past the Oavalla'zza, then lurus 
beliind it and ti'axersi^s the mountain raiejt 
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MAI* TO II.l.USTRATK I Ml? l I(aH lN(J IN ITIK l ASSA Al l'S. 


the I pper X'a.noi x\ e (•e(Mipi«’d th«' Tognola 
ridgi'. ' Toenola is a sjiur nt'arly S.OOt) feet 
high, w hich rmi'- sout h-w (\->t w ard from the 
pi'iu(a])al raiio»‘ oppo.^iti* ('ima d'Ai’/on, anil 
dix idl'd from it by the N'alxa'da xallex . 'The 
news passed unnoliei'd. All eyes xvere still 
upon till' uplaiuU of Ar.-ii'i’o and Asiago. 
l(»rtnight later a. mox e w as made much farthei* 
XN'i'st . I h(* ( 'ol degli I’ccelli was occupied, tlie 
pa'^s x\ hich dix ides tlu' \’al Via (Vp[>er Vanoi) 
from the \kil Vam])e]le, leading doxvn ti^ llorgo 
and Strigho in the Hn’nta N'alh'y. '^Fliis xvas a. 

• * 'J'ftC 'I'lOn*-', Sent i inl'rr li. 


a. height of b'i'l . Tiiis ]ia.ss, the I ’a.'^.-'O <ii 
llolle, i.s one of the onlx' t xvo k'ss than l2.tK>e 
metres in height that cross th(‘ gri'tit chain 
the I iisi^a .\lps. riu' other, till' Hasj^ii di 
(Nilbricon pi.Ll-lh fi et ), li«‘^ immcdiatelx' xxest ‘>l 
the (Ja.x'allazza., dixiding it from tla* mn»’k 
higher rklgi' of (’olbi'icop (S.alO feet). 

( 'ax alla/za looks right down' t he \'al Oismou 
friHii north* to south, Commanding tlie roa ' 
from Fiera di 1 hi micro for tin* greater ])art oJ 
its length. It xx as a xerx xaluable obserx’at ion 
post to th«* Austrians, and it si'emi'd almo.-t 
out of th(' (piestion that tlnw should ever 
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Tlr' liugc‘ rook bastions to t lio oast appoarod 
) safop^uanl t}i(> position from a flank attac*k, 
M* (nily ono feasible* route tlwj Passo di X'alles 
feel ) -led from Italian territory down 
.M tlie V»d Travi^nolo. And this route was 
i>y to. defend. The Austrians were (*neloseil 
,11 a roek fortress that seemed ini\.ee(‘ssible. 

l^kii’ly in duly tlie ]jreparatu)ns for a serious 
.dvanee were l)eKun. ( 'avalla///.a dominatt'd 
tin' only road fit for th<' transport of artillery, 
that all the work had to Ik* ea.iTi(‘d out at. 
niiiht. The ltalii>o lines iiad by this timo 
Ivrii lirou^jjht forwanl some distanet* u'j> the 
\ al ('ismoii, but a w all* sti\‘t<‘h still remainrd 
l»rl\\(‘en flu* tr(‘n(*h('s. M'lu* lon^ inaction Jnul 
ii;i\ ell tlie ^Xust-rians a false scns(‘ of seciiritw 
.i.nd tlu‘ir jiatrols wc'ri* imicli li'ss a-ctivc* and 
\ iyilanl than I he\’ had lK‘(‘n. Xloi<'o\ (‘r lu i»‘, 
,is on tin* lson/.o,‘ tlu‘\' wen* con\ inc<‘d tliat. 
i]i'‘ir ori’cnsive on the Trent ino bordta*, even if 
il liad failed iii its maiji obj(‘ct , had t i(‘d tlie 
liaiids of the Italians on otli(‘i* sectors of the 
Uonl. Ibider «to\ ('r of nij^ht j^uns w(‘re hanl<‘d 
ii[> the st (‘cp sidt's of the \"al ( ’ism on. and t roops 
i'- ‘i’(' (juietly" concent rat i*d upon (he wooded 
slopes. Kit^jlit und(*r ( ’a.\ alla/./.a, tliere is a. 
dens(‘ wood, tin* Ikiseo della. (Miiesa, and hori* 
on the nit^ht of .Iul>' Ifl the* Italian eoliiinns 
a-sseinl >l('d for the attack. 1 ,h<-N' wei’e faAoun'd 
l»y th(' hiek of a heavy t hnndeivt orm, w’hich 
!i(‘lp(‘d tln'iii to I'seapc not ie(‘, and all the next 
day, which was foe:i?\'. (Ik'n la.\* nnobsers'ed in 
(he woods, d’he inoi'iiin^ of Jiil\' 21 dawned 
clejir, and e. hea.vv hombardnx'nt was opened 
upon ( 'a.\ a lla./'/a.. I'nder coNcr of ihi.^ fire t he 
Italians elimb<-d the steep slopj's I rom tlx* 
W(»od, w hile another (‘olumn pnslx‘<l up t he 
roail towards tlx* I’asso <h IJolle. Still a.notJx*!‘ 
cohimn er<»';sed the Pa.sso di N'cille-; a.nd came 
down U|>on the \"al Tra\ i.onoh, from tlx* inn'th 
(*a^t. 'flu* eniaiiy were complet<‘l\^ sui'p!'is<‘d . 
rix* Italia.n^ piiix'd a footin'^ in the ( ‘a-valla/./.a., 
trenches before the defenders laid left the 
dn^-outs ^^lx*!•e t lies' laid been .'-.helt erin^ fr«nn 
tlx,' rain ol Jirtillery lire. 'There' wa.^ de-u!tor\ 
di'(M ‘^ani/.e'd li|zht in^ for a da.\', but on .Iul\' 22 
tlx' i’asso di Kolh', ( 'xa alhr/za, (’ima ili ( ’ol 
bj'ieon and tlx* (’olluieon l*a'» were all '-alel\ 
i.n Italian hands. 

'Tlx' following da\' t'ima St radoiie, a peak 
nortli (ef (’ima di ( *ol bi'ie-on, w as oecupieKl. and 
<lurino the ix'xt few days, in spiti' e»f '-.tubborn 
ri'sistanei* on llx-])!irt of tlx* (‘ix'in\*. tlx* Italians 
pusix'd down the noitliern slopes of (’olljrieon 
and wvslward to the little yalk'y of Cereiuain\; 


that runs down steeply to tlx* 'TiMvittiiolo from 
In't wet'll (’olbrieon and (Mma di C’en'inana. In 
spite of strong count gr-attai'ks by tlx* Austrians, 
w ho had hurried up ri'infori'emi'iits of men and 



AKMF.I) AldMNI CldMflINt; VM I 1 1 
tut: aid Oh PICKS. 

eiin.-'. I he.-e |)(»-.ition- were (irml\ held, a.nd (ui 
.bil\ .‘*1 the \Jlla.; 2 e (»1 1 *a ne\ c;jLUo, w h(.*re llx' 

J<);id fron; 1 lie I j ili \’a lie ^ j( )in.'> I lir* 1 )o](»nnt e 
Hoad.* wa-. o/-ciipied m force. 'The w liole of 
the \al t'l^nxm i\as no\i fr<'e of AusI r iau'^, a.nd 
the I'ppi’r 'Tim\ ii_mo|o w a dominated bv the 
Itaha!!-. 'The f''a!- of any count e! irx»\ eiix'iit. 
ti’om the u(»rth laid been reni<*\'ed b\ a .-.ucee.^-^- 
ful ad\anc'‘ down tlx* \'al I 'elleLMino, (»n tlx* 
tar sid(' ol ( 'ima di Hocche. 'I’hi'^ a.dvance wji,^ 
carried out simult aneou>lv with *1 he c.ttaek 
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,,u' (."iu iilliv/r/.a ancj thu Piisso tii liollr, inxl 
ultod ill the of positions on tho 

• idiom slopes of Cinni di Hoi'cln* and tlio 
sln])es of Monte Allo(*hf‘t. 

'I’he c nen'iy had heep r(‘U(lered t hnrouj^hly 
, i this swift st*rok(% wliieli had stiip[)ed 

, . ;i pieci' of their flank aniiour. 'I1i(*y laistiJy 
I .ui'-f«‘!*red to tJie \'a.l/rra\'igiiolo a eonsiijmahle 
! ..hIv «>f troops IN iiieh 1 lu‘> \\«nld (sTtainly ha.V(‘ 

, i, t<» e]nplo\' and ina.<l«‘ n‘- 

j .lied att(Mnpts reenpt dre th's'r lost positions^ 

I i,( \ hroijoht ii|) fix'sh ^iins auil ns<‘d tli«*in \ er\ 
iMrl\, hut with no reSult. ddu' Italians ludd 
,(finl\' to tlieii* *uains, aial pFej »;,i.red a fiesli 
iiin\ani(‘ut hirtlw‘1' west. (h'^'at dif‘li<ult ies of 
ii.in^]»ort were' faced and oxcrcona'. and h\ 
Vu;.'ii^t 2*l.th<‘ Italians wen* assailing the rocky 
h.}id(‘menls of the P’a'^sa Alj)S at thn'e frt‘sli 
l d he\ s»‘i>.ed (wo out lying ^x'aks Ixdow 

U'lina di • I tills 2.‘{.1 1 anti I?.*!.")!. on«‘ at (lie 

jicad of (ht‘\*al k\)ss<n’nica . t h<‘ ol hci* a.l»o\ t lie . 
\’a!/an.'a. ainl stornaxl a liiie t>f Austrian 
t-nf It nchf nent s on tlie lowt'r slope's- of (‘auriol 
I s,| so feet ), t he Jmg(‘ rocky pi randd t hat st antis 
,iln.>\ <* I lit' \ al ( 'ia. ( I [)|‘)er \'anoi) and looks at riis.s 
.I, I rn‘tla.7/o anil ('aialc‘< . The t-^ipl uim' tif tht' 
peak-- lii.'low ('iiua <li ( *vee s(*r\ ed < he piirpost' 

(t the iuo\( uicnl in this stM-tor, y hicli was to 
I - lie \ e the left Hank t>f I ht* t roops on < ’olhrict’at. 

I li«‘ real a-jfat k was on daiuiol. In three da\s 
I Ik a u -t T iaiis w ert' clt'a rt't I* out of t Jiei r t'nt rench- 
leetds on the woo<|e<l kwver slo|,*es, aiitl I he 
\![)»ni prepared to atta'^k llie | )rtV*ipit oijs rtK'ks 
tli.'f rise** a ! )o\ The enem\ ojipox'tl a stuh- 
i " an resist a nee, j)Ut Ju»1 hing can st t»p I he A I pint 
I'ut wir<*s an<r l)\' Augidt (*auriol iiad lallen. ' 
Nt'\l- tla\ tlit'-y e.xtendt'tl their hold the lidee 
■ aid pi’<'pHi’<s| to iue<'t t'h<‘ ci )unt er-at t acks ot 
die Austrians', who were huri’\'ing up reinf(n’ee' 
uients'. I)uriFlg (lie whole of till' tir.^t w ee.k ot 
^epi ('inlx'.r the l\uslrian'^ 1 lied vc'iw liari.l to 
! ''jain ( 'auriol ; hu4 theAlpini w ere ii* anov a f >le. 
■aid hv the i nidi He of t hi' inont h t he%' w ere on t he 
' ffeiisixe again. d'Jie\' foi’igUl (Jiyir wa\ sIow In 
' long the ri )ek\’ ] ireei | li.ces nor t h -east ot ( ’a uriol . 
<hi Si‘ptend)er la t he\' had a. stiff tight for one 
liCliigilt posit i<m, hut 1 he\- coiild not he with 
tooil. 'Idle T Iroirsjtiffr r who faced them 
tonght hra.vely 'till most of them were killed.' 

A hundre<i ;-,ur\’i\ ors- surreiidei-ed. Still the, 
Aijiini pusht'doii: on SeplemTier 2.d t he\ stormed , 
the peak of (hirduia! (S,H.‘)t) feet) that lit"- mid- 
way liet^ween Cauriol and Cinja Ihisa Alta, and 
a little Ic.ti'r they took t hi' Hr».t jieak of Hii.^a 
Alta. . . 


All tlinaikh Oi'tolier tin?? extr;.iordiuHi‘y 
lighting eontiniiod. 'Ida' ^Vustrians hail gradu- 
ally Hik'd tlie \*al Kiemme and tJie \’al dd’iV\ig- 
nolo with Ironp.s^and gnus, ddiey were eleail,\- 
anxious, and the\-,nra<k' many attempts to drive 
the Italians off the peaks (hey Jiad won. ddie.\' 
hioughi hp a great i(uantil\' of artillery to 
support, tlieir infant iw' attacks, .hut- to nH 
piirpos<‘. On the cont,rary, the Italians i^x- 
.t<‘fided ttieir gains, ^t akiiig a. seeond peak on 
follirieon, sonth-wtst of t h<* ('ima, and resisting* 
e\c‘r\' attempt to r«‘capturc tlie |)ositioti. On 
(k'toher .*> aivtl 1 t'hc Austrians attacked in forec 
hut weri' i-epulsed with hea.\ \ loss, a.fter taking 
one aiKaneed treneli. d he Oelolier fighting on 
('olhrieon has a pai'tienkn* interest owing to the 
taet (hat in this seetpr (he plae.e of fhe Alpini, 
who were wanted el.--ew hei-e, had been taken h\' 
Ik'i'saghcri, w lio adapted thcmselN'es I'cmaVka hi v- 
to this. mix! lire of warfare am ► g\ n mast ies. It 
is a hallowed legend that w hen' (lie ( 'oips of 
^ IJersaglieri was lirst formi'd the new ha-i’raeks 
huill for them were mipro\ijled with stall's, so 
( h.Ml the men laid 1 «; reaeh the upper Hooi*«> h\ 
rop<*s. ddie da< ( of (he legend shovNs at least 
1 hi' s.|»irit of the I fi'i'." aglieri Ira.iiiiiig! \n hif'h is 
an exei'llent preparation for work such as t h'',\' 
had to do oil ( 1 »1 1 nicon.* • 

I0arl\ ill ()ctohcr it was. hoped that (lie 
Xustriaiis migdh he driven off the line of (he 
l'’assa- Alps hrfore wiiiti'r set m. Ihit wmtc'r 
*eame earl\'. dirst hampering the oper.'itioijs and 
• (iiialJv, imposing a eomplele slop. In other 
,-e(i<,»rs than I hi... too. (he iiuly winter' came as 
a gri'at di -a ppoi i it mciit ( < » t I u' Italians. ( k'ncra I 
( 'adorna. h.nl noi given up hopo. ot dealing 
another hlow on the d’rcnlino front, (haigh 
after 'cenring In'-' HauJ^ he madi' opei-alnm^ iii. 
this scc'ior' suhorflmatc to (fii- oll\ nsivc e;i-( of 
(he l.-on/o. Ilf' wiis still ha ndica ppf ‘f I l>v ii 
slioitagc f>f liea,\ \' art illcrv', hut f'crtam local 
olTcii'-r\ I'.', calculati'd 1f» strengthen t lie chf)sch 
lure <»f defence, were eai-f tnllv planne J. d ie* 

. tirsi of t liesf’ i<»ok pla-ee on I *a H lio, '< a', rather, 
o'n the moimlaiii mass <.»! W liieh I‘a-ul)io is the 
highest p»ant. I*asnl)if» itsi lf had resistf'fl e\er,\ 
effort f>f the Austrians during lln'ir great 
d|teii-.i\e ill May and .lune,* hut moi-e gnaiml 
was nei-defi fin- Ui ^at isfa.et or\ flefensixi* line, and 
it Avas isjjeeiaHv important that eeiiain p<iin(s 
f»f vantage, w hah driininati'd tin' \'allai*s;i rfxnl*, 
shoukl (‘hange hands. d Ix' enem,\' lieki fhe 
central ri<lgc (hat runs northwa.r<i from I'^asiihiff 
aud is know ir as ( ‘fis'magnom dlie ridge is vvidi', 


S-.- ( l.nplcr fX? 




hkrsa(;lifki cycijsts 


l>ii< «>ri tlu' west it tlrops | ircci j)i( ously iui<l (Ik 
A iisfriaii I r»‘?iclic.s i-jju aloriir fop of the 

clilTs. 

In IIjo afLci*noon «if (h-tolxa* 1 ) (Iio ItaliaFis 
(( ar I Iroiii heiow' tho clilT-, al>o\ o (Ik« 
X'allarsa. and from t Ik*. ridLms 1 t ho sont li. d'ha 
arlillrr\' had prrpai’od the way l>\' n. vvv\ hea\‘\' 
homJ)ai'dnient altaiLi: the w liole ;/a/.v.v//* as fai* as 
( 'o| Santo, and tin' efiem\' wiM’e pn/./h'd to know 
w her(' tlu* real alfat’k was eomin^. d’heir 
lienehes on the ('dm* of ( 'om n.fjj.noTl f(*ll (piieklv, 
and tlu* Italians gained a. loot ir 114' on the d!’ear\' 
.rollino- surface of t lie hroad ridm*. It was a 
."trajiLK* hatth*. 'Tlu* whole Pa.suhio mass \\ j’s 
hatlu'd in brilliant smishiiu*, hnt tlu* vail(*vs 
W('n* (illed w it h a. t hieJv mist which eiit off the 
mountain fiom all tlu* w oI-|d below. Durinir 
that a 1 1 eri u ion , a in 1 t hron^j'lu )t it t lu* el(*ar 1 noc ni- 
lil m'uht that toliow ed, t lu' Alpiii' and lk‘rsa,f^]i(‘ri 
pu*^! led slo w I \ h >r\\ a r» I , mci*! in^i a nd ( )\'('re« >11 li nuj 
tlu* reiiiforetineuts w hi(‘h the Aivstrians ha.d 
•hastily disj >at elu*d. l>y the (*n.d of t lu' day llu*y 

\\.\\ vXv' a\'(.A v\ \\\\v' s\YvAeV (A \\wwa\\\‘a'\u p\w\e',\w 
n* ^<p'are ,nil..s ,,1 extent, and tlu* next da> 
llu'V .lilv.iM'-.'.l to (Ik l'..ot of (Ik- p-Kk' Utiowtoi- 

'1c;.f!o Koilo. .MitlK-hu;!,,- ( o.l-..of(-o,,„ajru„u 
I Im Aiistriiuis still clmto (Icsponit'-ly (o i lu-ii 

lini-s oil (Ik- uorlli j,ii,| oasf of fl„. PasiiW,- 
.■'vsto.,,, Iiut tiK. italiiiiis hiul- gait,..,! U,,, 


t liey re(tmr(*d and fiisnl Id mih's of t ho Vallarsa 
road troni direc*! obsi*rva.t ion. 

'Tlu* k‘fl of the Italian line 1u‘tw(‘('n tlie 
A<lim' and the lirenfa wa - i.n*( ‘a. t ]\' .*^1 i'(*n *.^1 he ned 
by this -ue<M><iul slfoke, iind it was the 
iliteiilion of the rVn/e/edo //a> to eairy 

(Hit a similar bn’ more (*\iensi\i“ opi'ration 
on the I’i^hl ot the line, in tlie Set I r* ('oimm.. 
h]\ er\' .pr-eparat ion was ma-di*, but tlu* snow 
eaine i*a,rl\' and ]v’!*al \*'(*d all mo\enu‘'ii. 
I0\'(*n it it had b(*('n possibh* for the infantrx to 
ino\'(*, arliller\' prepji.F*a t if»n w«»nld ha\e been 
'lareol.N' inetteet i\ 'The deep sffow* prol(*et«d 
the (‘netn\' tF*i‘nelu*s aaid ('ntanel(*nu‘nl s, and 
experiments showed that a ^r(‘at ] irtjporl ioi i 
<»f slu'lls did itot huist. lf(*r(*, as on tlu* ( ‘ar-o, 
tlu* w'i'JitliOr ]>n'\enlf*d opc'ratioiis wiiieli woiild 
e(*i“tainly haxe horiu* nsefnl fruit. 

It would be dinienlt to ov('r-(''t imat e th 
luer(‘a->e in 4talia.u military stron^th from Ma\ 
llUa, to the end o'f Idlti. When Italy to..' 

\Ve XwsNtov "Axw o* 

ha’f pn'pj’iM'd. A j^r<'at maiiN" ^a-]»s ha-l ' 
- tilled dnrini*: tlu* ]K'riod of nent rajit > . *' 

llu* ])rinih requirement of moVlern wai’- ! > 

a.rtill(*ry, tluvio was a Vt'ry i»ra\(^ <hdi< « ^ 

pow(*r of inamifa.et iirint; war m- 
vas far from equal to the demands mad. 


THE times 


iuul ill Italy, as <‘lsawlu‘n*, it took tiino, 
!-^t to i*c*aIi/.<' t h(* in'cossit ios ainl thou to* 
tla* irulustry tor tjioir supply. the* 

i),| of n>l(» t:()S,h4(> \\ orkors. N\ <‘r(‘ (MmamMl iu 
i)i‘ inaiiufad urt* of liiiiiiit iou'>, ami of 
;j.:»24 \M*ro wonioii. 'FIuto \\on‘ (>(i ])ritaMpal * 
,iii(itary factorios and 9‘,\'2 a.u\iirau*\' fa<‘t<n'i«‘-,, 

^\ liK’h l)ol\voeii tln^'Ui cox oi’imI ■ i‘vrr\' l^iuJ of 
.ir XNork, In'sidos 1,1 Si suuiHor ost a hlishmoiit 
!,,r tli4‘ iiaikiiUj, of slirlls I'xolusixolx . 4'lu‘ 

I ,r< i<**i hoax y iiuns in snfliciout (piautity 

w.i.-' stjll h(‘\’ou<l Itaily's ])oxM‘rs, hiit in tJit* oaiso. 
,.l na taiin otiua’xxiir iiaitoriiil slio x\ tus ail »k‘ ox aait- 
iially to pi\>(lii(M* n. surplus. As the* ialoai of 
thr “*Siu^U‘ Krout ' ira\.im'<i ,^rouml aaiuou^ f ho 
\llios ami tlua'r imuuifaa;t iirin^ rosour<‘os <lo- 
\rlof) 0 (l, oortaiiii of Itailx's < l«‘f ioiou<M'<‘s \N«‘ro 
mailo jiood fa’oiii oulsido, aitid iu rot urii sin* x\ai.s 
d>lo to aissist l4»o ontniuou oaiuso hx' im'r<“aisiu!j: 
h“r production ol ot hor inai t oi-ia«ls l)a‘X oml lior 
o\\ n !•(‘(pur(•tm‘llt s 

l>X' tin' (*ud of initl tJio Itjiliaui Ariux' xxas 
iiicoijapaira hi N' hotter* o((aup[)<*d t ham it hard 
hc(*ii ai i‘a.rlit*r, amd Itadx 's pox\ oi s of 

pioduotiori V\oro still im'roaisini^, . Tl wars m»l 
only in 0 (|ui|)nM‘ut , lioxx <‘X-oi*, thait tin* Armx' 
haul j>rom“<‘ssa‘d. It had f^aiiiiod t «'<diui< pu*, aim! 




A MULE S 


OF Tin.: WAF 





SUMMIT OF FASIIHIO. 

it haul ^aiim‘d oonlidom*o. laaiL* mouths ()f 
xxaii haul 1011^)01*0(1 1 Iu* i aix\ iiu’lail aiiid x\('ll- 
<*airm*d xioloi x haul put am (‘dt^o to t hp 
'-'!(‘ol» 

I )urin^ tlu* winter of l!M.“i 111 tlu* Itadiam 
<u)Xorum(*nt haul oouu* in lor av ^^ood d?*ad of 
oritioisui. l)ot li iu llailx' amd in tlu* Allied 
<‘ountrios. on tlu* Lii’ouud that Itadiams woi’i* 
t.akiiui no part in the tan*dx' ait tempt of tlu* 
Faitonto* l*o\\or'> to i*i*paur tlu* diploma.tii* 
niiuhllo in the Isilkams hx' luihtaux olTort. 
'I'lu* plaun fai.ct is thait Italic was nr,( i'rad\', 

fr*om ai, militau x' point of x low , to mdiilor 
in tlu* luxuTX' of s(‘mlin^ morr* t ham (mo /n fif 
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pfiqju’t *r)f -’lif'r trf)ops trn forfit^ri soil.* Tfc 
\rHS ooiistiiiitly )>>' ln-r critif’S, with 

jMTt’oft juslicf, tliiil slici IiimI r(*s(*rv(*s of 

iiion. ft Uiis cori.sttinf ly forfrot t m Unit mothirii 
iiriiiH's or cxpcdit ioiiiirv’ forcj's nn* not jnaciti of 
iiirri »iJoric*. 'I’tjo li^^hfini' l)<*f\vr(*ii tho Aclijt^r 
{XihI tin* iJniifri shout'd flow liyht Itnly liad 
been in r^'fusin^ to wra.krn-lu*r ciipiicil y for 



MIN AUK r, NKAK VALONA, OCCUIMKO 
hV irALlAN I'KOOl'S. 

ilofi'mlinu: ln'r own front iors at ir. tjna* wlu'u h<*r 
‘rt'soni\*fs in w ar . mati‘ria.1 w<‘rt* so liinitc'd. 
Ih'r Iiositiit ion ti> co(>|>»‘rati‘ in ^lH' Ihilkans 
was natncal and ri^lit, and wa^s fully jnstiiiod 
by tiina. When laa* fronti+^i’s were stM-iirt'd. 
tViid ^(.Jonoral t’adoina had madt' ad«*<niato 
prt'parat it)n- f(>r (ho oftonsiN o on t ho fson^.o. 
t}i(‘ro was no ’'inort* h^^:ita.ti(ln. During tlio 
jnonth t)f ^Vngiist tho Ittiliaii ooniinaiiifor in 

A stroi\^ Itivliia foU'O w n- «'nt roarbodp In the Vnlon.i 
region. ' . . * 


tho X'aloiia z«jno pushed southward, or*onp\ : 
.Port Jkilorino and the c*otust strip by.Ki],,.i 
and pro]aira.tions wore made to extend ; 
Italian o(‘c*u]>atioh to tin? wliolo of Sour in - 
Albania. On Au^ust^ 23 a .stinai^ rtal, 

• foret* aiTiv(‘fl at Salonika luidor tiio c*nini.i 
of (k'lioral Ik'ttitti, an otl'ieoji wlio had lu« .r 
distinjiuislual himself at a vi‘rv oritieal d. im i 
ot tbc^ Austrian offensive. A j>f)rtion of f| 
foree.was d(‘l ailed to stn*nj^thon tho defou^iv 
line that ran from tlie Vardar to tlie Shnm. 
wliiJf* another <k*ta 4 *}ina‘nt fornoMl .part of i|,, 
.Allied Army whieh advanoed upon ^loiui^tii. 
Nor was this tlie limit of Italian eonporatO h 
in the Iki.lkans. ..At ^ dawn ()etoh»‘r *2 .ei 
expeilit ionary fon‘e arrived at Santo (^luai aor.i 
an<l was swiftly diseniba.rke( L Ofi the -aiii*- 
day a. eohimn marehi'd southw ai*d from TejM lrni 
on I la* X'oivusa. and oeeupi(*d* Ai'a vroka^f t-.i, 
and on t la* fr>llow ing:* day e.onnexiori w > 
estahhslad betw(*en the two ftireOs. ()ii’ 
0 (*fol)er 2 r> it was announeed that th<* llali.in 
for<a*s in Albania, had come, in touch \\iili 

I h(' htl wingr of the Allii*d advaneo froii. 
Salonika. ’ ^ * 

d’he participation of Italy in the Salonik;i 
expi'dition was in itself an answiu’ to ccit.nii 
hasty, if natural, eritieisms. d'he nyl caie<“ 
which ins])in*d all such criti<'ism wasVemo\c(| 
on Auenst 27 whey Italx^ formally declair.l 
w ai* on (Jcnnany. In (diajUia* (WXXIX. 
it was brielly indi(;at<‘d how the ab.'^enic d 
su<*h a. declaration had lec.l to lua'asi ne.-.'^ and 
uncert aiyity in the pu])lic opinion of ltal\ an l 
ltal\'s Allies, and how' this absence ya\c r:-* 
to much ^roundh'ss gossip. It wa.fr e\ idcnt 
to aJI \\ ho wei-c in toia*h w it h t lie sit uat ion t li..i 
' a. formal i lei*lara t ion of host il it it was inc\ it a hl*‘. 
a.n<i was only a. <|ut‘stion of tina* aial t>p[)ta 
tunit\'. Ital\' had lony ayo ^i\in adetjuah 
pl«‘dp*s of h r solidarit w it h t he bt laa* membei 
of t h(' Kntonte, }>y her adla'sitni to tin* I’a< i 
of l.ondnn, and b\« lit;!* part it ipat ion ih ^ 

• Peononui^ ( ’onte*p*nc(' at Paris. ( h*rman t r’o» *1'- 
and (h'rman sailors had taken part in militai\ 
operations a^aifist “ Italy. .A state 'of wov 
<‘xist«'d in e\-(*ryt hiiiij: but Tianu*. . 

l’ndoubt(‘dly the, Siihuulra (loxerniiM nt 
wished the formal d(*claration to conn' froui 
(Jermany, but th'rmany still hoped soua thini 
from her friends in Italian ])olitic‘a.l circle--, and 
she saw cle’ai;ly that thi* a.[>pareiit ly ainbiun<ni ' 
position was a- cause of tiiicertaiiity iii*Itttl>‘ 
• and »)f some susjjicion in the public opinion oi 
Italy's Allies, d’he 'at inosphere of tloubt wa~ 
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I to ( Jennitiiy’s advantat^o, ami i\ iiuiy bo 

• • 

( siina'd that she liad no iiitoution «-)f altoriiijr 
].* situation iinloss and until tho prospoot of 
11 imj^ortant military *su<*<*oss a^^ainst Italy 
• loiild out\vc‘i^h tlio bonofits slu>.^jiiiio<l D*oni 
i.ir absoiioo of upon war. tho Italian 

( H i\ t-riunont roali/(Hl tliat ( lormau\' w as <lis- 
;... liuoil tjo (li'olaro war, it took various st<‘ps to 
witlon tho ruptun^ oausod by tho broacli of 
(liploiiiAtio rolatioiis. Sonii? of tho.so havo Im^om 
indioatod. (^tliors \vt‘ro tho ])rO\ isioio. 
Inch dofinitol\' forbado any kind of onm- 
,1 t i oiii! traflic*, diiH'ot or imlirt'of , w it li (tonnaily 
;\lr;mw hilo (nM'inany was pri‘\’ontin^ tho dt*- 
ji,M tun^ of Itali’an subjoots. and in ‘many oasos 
M rating t hos(‘ subjoots as ononnos. and i'n \ i(‘W' 
Ml t his fact t ho Siilaiidra ( 5 o\ ta-jimoiit dononno<‘d 
til*- jf^n'omont of Ahi>' 2J, 'Dit^ Ho.s/‘||i 

.( iov (‘nimont wont fartlior, and t»u .Inly l*.h 
JMH>, a d(‘or(‘o was issuod proxidinu that t lu* 
ilispositions witli i-o^^ard to Austrian subjcMt-- 
laid <low!i in pn^x ious dooroi's should .bo ox- 
1<‘iid(‘d to 'Mh«'' subj(‘ots of all «Miomy States 
nr of Stall's alliod xxith ononix’ States, ' On. 
Jyly 27 tho Stofani A^on’oy pubtishod a long 
r(>Nnn.nnif/Ht’ shoxxiilg tho. xarious points of 
friotion xx hioh had arisiai. 'This (O/tt (huh 
was nominally in ausxxoi- to a ^>u})lioat ion by the 
Wolff lluroau whioh had aoou.si'd ll♦l-ly ot 
illegal acts, but it xxa-s aetually a forecast of 
; Srr N'nl. I X., C ’tuiptor (’XXN 1 X.. p 11 1. 


tlu' inexitabli' .'^tep. 'That sti'p was dolayt'd 
anotlior month, but on August 27 the foll(>xxing 
fornnU doelaration of xxar xxas^sout thrpugli tho 
Sxx fss ( Jox ornnu'iU . . • 

“Acts of liosiilitx bx tlio (lorman (h>xei*n- 
luont toxxariK Itidy follow one another xxith 
inoroasing fi'o(|uonox'. It^sutlieos to inoiitioji 
tho repeated sujyilx of arms and instruments 
of land amlVoa. xxarfaro bx (Jermanx to Au^-^tria- 
llungarx’ and the uninterrupt I'd part ii'ipat iofi 
of Oorinan ollicois and soldiers an<l sailors iii 
tlh' ilitloreiLt operatiirns of xxar directed against 
Italw It is oiilx* thanks to the ‘as.sistanee 
XX hieh has tints lax ishlx' been bi'stoxvi'd 
by (lei'inanx- in the. most xarious xxays 
t lull A u^t ria d 1 1 inga rx has n'l enllx' been able 
to eonerntrat* i4ga,mst Italx Iter greatest 
edort . 

“It is neee>.sa,rx to add : * 

“ I. The snrreiidt'r to our enemx' bx tho 
tJerman t h >x eriin leiit of Ittdian prisoners xx ho 
had eseapi'd from AusI ro 1 1 ung/irian eoneen 
t ration etmi|)s and had taken refuge in (h'rmtin 
t errit orx’. , 

“2. 'The inxitation aihhessed to ei-odit. 
est Jiblushment s and (Jerman bankers at tho 
rnitia^ix e of t he - M i nist rx’ for b^oroign Atfa*irs to 
eonsidi'r all Italian subjocts as alien enemies, 
and to postpone all paA'inents xx hieh might be 

du ' to t hi •III. 

‘*2. The siis j’lensiori of the paxani'nl to 
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ITALIANS AT SALONIKA. 
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tiilinn \\ ( irlviiM'ii of ptMisioiis dur to liiom iti 
iicoordjiiKT with till* dispusil loii- ol 

< iri'innii hiw . 

‘‘ddicso Jilt* ;dl I’juts whifli i‘c\ oa1 llio i‘ra.1 
IVoliiijirs, sx'sh'inat i<*idl \ liostilc, wliiidi tih* 
Ini|u‘i*ial ( J(»\ fi’miM’Mt chri-i.-^lirs w itli t«' 

Italy. Siirli a. of al’l.n’r'- could ?U't fiiiidl\ 

lx* tolci*atc«l hy t lu' Ko\al < Io\ c! i a i iciii , >iucc 
it au^i’ax ales. c\clu>.i\ cl\' to the ilctriincut of 
Italy, the dccj) coiit^i'ast hctwi’cii the situation 
ih I'fH'/i) and tln' situiitioii (h Jtin which ha- 
ahnaidy ^e-^ult^‘<l li’oin th - fact of i lu‘ alhaia^’ of 
Italy and ( letiiiaiix’ with two ^|■ou[)'^ <»f powiM’-. 
at w ai' with < )in‘ am it her. 


Fot* tin* al^o^’e-luent ioued 7•easoIl^ • In 
Italian ( Jo\ eriinieut da(*lan‘s, in the iiaine nl 
the Kiiil::, that ltal\ will eouKider luMNcIt. a 
from August :.hS, m a. state of war will 
(Jennauy, aial re(|Ue>1-< the Swiss h\‘i]era 
( h ►\eriiinent t«) ('oii\ c-v the al>o\’(‘ eoinmiaii 
cation to t Ik* knowledge of the Imperi.ii 
( Jo\ <*i-nuK‘ril . " 

'riu • use of t he expressions ih faclo and th o// 
praet ieally sinus up the. situation. There wa 
jio leal ehanije. Nt*itlK‘i* Ital\' nor (Ieruian\ 
had a. jaw\ enemx, hut the i^i-ound was 
cleared from certain niisund(‘rstajidinL^‘> an- 
mano‘n\re-:. 







CHAPTER CI.XXV. 


THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME (Vr). 


Tin: IJiiiTisir Atta<. i> on SKrTiLMiiLU I.V 'rm-; “ 'Tanjvs ‘ in A( rn»\ ( vriM in: or (/oi in i.Li:'n'i;, 
M fufiNPi KHr AM) Fleks- "riiF Xjsw Ze:al\nj»i:hs 'riii: ( ir \ni.)s - 'I'm: ( An \ di \\ s Sih Doiclas 
\\ \i(.'s \'j(TOJtv ]miV)]{tant Fhenlh (Iains --'Thi: IUttli: ok Seitemiiek 2.") Jl\Tl ni’ Comhij's 
F inrisii in 'rmioiAAL- Hi selts of the I^attli: to ITnd of Ski’ti- m Oeiiman Losses. 


O X lhmnorjiin|> of Srj)|rni[)rr lo, 

Iho l^ritish lrov>ps altjickod llir. ( i(T- 
inaus itlon^ llw‘ lino (‘xtoiidiii^^ from 
Jk»ii]<‘jMix W ood, l.)o(\v('(‘ji (.Juill(‘moiit 
,iiid (oin)»l(‘s, to lli<\ rior'tli of iIk* Albrrl- 
))4pii.iimr road -or., n dislHiici' of souk* six 
null's. 

Tli«' ^ooimd ovor wluVIi tlir took 

|)lar(“\\as gout'ndly iiudiilatiug on tlu' soulli 
>id<' of I li(‘ walerslivd rxtoudiiiT^ from lloulnaJix 
Wood llironj/li JJ(^lvilk‘ AVood and lli^k Wood 
To Tlii(‘pval. d'o tli(' oast of Louloanx Wood 
ilio ^Momid slopod down with scnio sliarpnoss 
Jo I!h‘ \ alloy in W'liioli was ('omblos. This 
^•illry dividos into two one iiorfli 

'o -i and upwards to IIk' wosl of Morx'al, tlio 
"tlu I* iiortli-ca.s( rising/ up lo Sail! vSailliscl. 
Morval wa.s on ji proloiniat idii of llu* Dolvillr 
W ooi(-( liurliy 'I'id^o and s<aii('w lial lu'low i(. 
\ortjj of tli(‘ main harkboia' tin* Lrround slopod 
'I 'Wii inoiu' ^n'litly. 'riic villages wliioh dotti'd 
'III Lai t l(*li(‘)d wore .sl ronjily dclondod and lia<l 
!''h liu^oly sjicltorcd fnaii viow Ly Iroc.s till 
Lritisli LP>mLardna‘nt swi'pt tLosi' away 
I pon’ndod tlir villa^r>; tlirms<*lvos into 
" ' t" nia,N.s(‘s of ruins. Still tin* IronolK's round 
ni adfonlcd soino i*ov(*r. ajul allliouEdi any 
I 't^'f'tioji ni'ar llm siii'faoj* laid Leon larp'ly 
" ttoyod, sniLciont was left,eomLinedwitli.tlie 
' P"!' (lujr-oiits, to shelter tile garrisons nntil 

' y Iiad lo H'sist tile nea.r' approach of the 
' 't i^li troop*', 

L’verywhere the attack was siiecfs.^Ld ; the 
and* i^'cond, (ierman lines were* (‘aptnreil 
' '■ 138. : 


ami. alona a eood part i>f theii’ posiiioji e\('n llu* 
third line was pierei'd. TIk' dept hot the IJnti^li 
in-Lurst. varying in places, iiansiin'*! <m an 
averaei* fiom i>iie to two miles, and included 
( ’oui'eeli't te. Mart inpuii'h, lli^li WOod, Mers, 
and a. laiTa* portion (►f laaih'aux Wood. 
Thu** llu' Fritish now stood on the lii;.di 
jiroumi i'xtendinn thi’ouuh llouleauN Wood aiui 
Alartinpuielu nearfx to Thiepxal, Many too 
w(‘r(‘ the trophies pnmu'd. IVi.M)neis t-o the 
inimlM'r of oxer 2,l)J)t) wc're ealh'ri'd in. iiieliid*. 
in^^ tio oriii’ers. of whom no less than six were 
hattalion eommaiidi'is, a. sure, proof that the 
enemy liad ht'cn lal<eii. or had surrendered, in 
la.rg)' nnils. 

% 

'The horn La r< I men t of t l.et e I'lna.ii pod I ion lia.d 
Leeii Feieir on .since early mnniinLi on Srj iirinlx i* 
l‘J, ami had LcLome LiFhly inten-i* Lefore, the 
infant rxxA'ie la,iinelied toll e assa-nlt at li.'Jtla.m. 

It xxas a remarkahle ai’liiex eiiiejil e\rn for the 
iJrilisL artillery, wliielrliad done mneli ^^ood 
ajul J-I1iejent work since it Lad Li'iai aderpialeix 
eeplipped. ^riie dntn s o) <*xi‘iy Leax\ Latlerx' 
had Leen most carefully ami exactly worked 

(Mil , its laTE^ets were ileliiied a.nd it knew wlien^ 

to sxxiteli oil one and switch nn to anolluT. 

Ir understood when a harra^/e wa,s to he carried 

out aml^wliaT points hehiud tlu* em*m\ .s ini' 

were to he expressly dealt witJi. 

•. . . 

'I'he held batteries aet.i'd w it h a, r)ra x e a.udjfeif \ 
worthy (^f the liiLdiesI pra1s(‘, ta,kin|^ up position 
ait(‘r posjli(*n uean r to tin* (aiemy as the latter 
was pia'S'^ed hack, d’lu* iorward ()h.seixjn^^ 

ollieer-' pUrlied up lo th(.* high grouild So( II 




I ij*. 1. i ki:ncii aumoukkd car with machine (;un. 


iis tlir iufaiilry rapt uitd it, ainl sn \v<‘n‘ al>l«‘ 
|(» t <‘U*f »li< air hack tli<* <Ur<‘ct ions m \slii<*li (iii* 
was wauled, and to pass .l)a(lv ions in 

lan^je and dirt'ction wlu'ii n(M*ded.* 'I’lu* (in* 
<►!' i)nr v^uns of e\t‘rv kind svas atranj^rd with a 
mat liofiiat ical pre(isi<in maf\rllons in itself. 
\ at neeessa f\', to ^*■<•1 the tnll (‘rieef from 

' 'I'lir Imii'w .1 i‘(l ( )l -t'r\ Ml..: ( Uli'-rr e .m olln «-r w Im tn>in 
.ei .iilv jiiM'i'cl |Ki-iti(>ii noir- tin* l.ill nt thf '.lu'IU ti-Miu I'l - 
f>n(l('i’\ (iruf ( lo i(, -o (liaf iIm* 

I 'ullilMMIU |( 1 IIW!\ IkiU til |)u* >11111 of lllr 


iiHMlein wtsipcjus. The (‘noma's aitiljer\ wa 
still strong.; and w<‘ll worki'd, hut it was jioi 
powerful as otirs, which vwis soon ahle in 
doininal(‘ it. 

H<‘fore disciissin^r the tiehfin^ in detail it i- 
ne<n‘ssar>- to <le>>crih(* flie famous '‘d'juik- ’ 
which oji *Sc‘p| cinher 1 »'» ma<k‘ their fust apfx 
an<;e on f he field of hat 1 le 

An ai’Jiioured train had ht'cn ]>ro\(‘d iisfiii! 
at Alexandria, in ISSih and others Itad hcru 



Fig. 2. BELGIAN AKMOLKED CAR WITH MACHINE GUN. 
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i-riiployed iiVtlie SontJi’Atrifau W ar, ])ro(ln(*in‘:r. 

no paiiirulnr 'I'licy wrro only 

liii])roviscHl arranjjjoiiu'uts uf no j^rra4 tactioal 
\ alias l)oin<^ ontirrly limit oti to ( I’u' rail\\a\->. 

\ car' Avliicli foiilrl inovt' o\ or oi-<|iuar\' ground 
had- to await tho ifrri\iil of the iulornal com 
busfion I'liginr lirtoro it could hi iua<h' in any 
wa.v sni*c(‘ssful.* Xor liad tlii' first protected 
ant omo]>iIcs bci.-n capable ol ] >rod uciiujj much 
uiflncucc oii ]>iittlc tactics. thouj.di tlic\' wm- 
<>l’ some utilitx' as supports to rcciauioit riim 
i Mvalry, or ad\’Jinc('d ^^uard int’aiitry, oi* for * 
reconnaissances on their own account. 'I'ho 
rrason for tins was that llicy were just ordinary 
motor-cars, mon* iw less proti‘<*tcd }>\ steel 


;.ri\es the Kolls- 1 JoNci' armonn d ear u->ed in 
l^uypt with siM-h irood results in the expedition 
aiianist the Srnussi.* 

It willea-^il\- he v.een lu»\t* liable all these t \ pes 
were to iu jurN • (>f tln ii* \Oieels, t h(‘ shielding 
ot which wjis \t!\ impejfeet. ^lonaner the 
t ngihes amd aiir eoolns wi re n »t ^\^ll ]>rotei‘led. 

The ilesigners of t he 'rajik.-. w i -i ked on diffirent 
lines ent irel \ . J n t hem tin* w hole of the motor 
m.aehinerv wms seeurel\* housed inside the ea.i* 
itself. rile latter did not run on heels, hut 
on the t ^\ o . side eat ei*pi 1 lar eonst met ions 
\\ hieh. re\ol\jii^, drew .(he ear foiwai'd. A 
Lilanee- alt l"ig (i will show how mui*h saihr 
and hetter this metlunl wais. Aloreo\ei-, the 



Fif*. ,b BRIddAN AHMOIJRH 

shields fixed to t iiem. 'lA fies of t hese are vhow n 
in figs. 1, 2 and .‘k Fig. I s}ion\s the h'renih 
typ.e of airmonred ear with machine gun. 
'These did good work for the T'reiieh Arm\. 
Fig. 2 is a t;S’pe maele use of hy the Helgian 
Army with a maehine gun. Idg. 2» is ainother 
Helgiau) t.Vpo with a. (|uiek-fii*er. I^’ig. I is am 
arnioun‘d ear, tin* (juiek-firer of which could 
(1 as an ant i-aiircraft w eapon. Fig. o 

* In JS<ia a -tejiMi (Iii\<*ri armoun-d lar w.o hnnijlii t«* 
111'' at t'Tit if)rk nt J 1 r. Il \\a-' jima-'l with two 

giiH'.; aii'l furiii-hed with i-evnlxin^r '-f-ytli'is wIik h w'*io 
inttnnlod Itj mow dow n anv uf t he cnefnv ’s infantry w liieh 
might atti'iripl (**"* 4'Io-<* with it. .Vnlhing f-aiiif of tin- 


D CAR wn'n ohk:k-mri:r. 

wedge-like shape of the front part- ol the eju* 
maile it po^-ihle to dri\e through or o\er 
ob'-tack‘s w liK'h Mii «*rdin5tr\' <*sir could not 
tra\'erse its ho'al would he douhled up; 

while the longer c.i t erpi I la r sides iormed ais it 
w I re a. mo vat hie gi rder, w liich e nab led the d'a ii k 
to pa.'^'' oxer dit^J)e-> an'l trenches. Por it t h^* 
point hut reached I he ot her side I he cal erpilla.rs 
could <-law it for'ward. "I'he l'anl< al-.o had a la.r 
superior armament to that ot i;ny oi'linary 
armoured car, which can take Imt one or two 
mat'liiikc guiO' or small ijuick-lirers at the most. 

* S. a Vol, 1X., Dinj.lor f'X Id . 
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Sf‘V'<*nil w<*a|)f)ris of rithi'i* or f)r)tli t>f tln'sr 
claKSfs could ))C carried in the 'Tnuk, w liile tliere 
\N'as no (Mimparisoii hc'tween the se'ciirity it 
afforded its f*rew ai\(t that ^i\(*ii to thf' onlinary 
jirinoured eiirs. Xo*armoNre«j fnot<a*-ear could 
charge a hiick'wall uithoul damage, au< I (‘ven 
])as.sin^, o\er a wire cntaii^Ieiuent would he 
dangerous. Hut e\ periejicf* soon showc*d that 
t h(‘ 'Tank <ould'<leal with (piite consicka'ahle 
ohst nwt Tons. Its sjacial form taialilcd ft 
to o\'oreoun* .opposition and pass llirou^h (»r 
o\'Ci* Miau\ obstacles w hi<‘h W4»uld he <juite 
unnct?<»'l ia f de *h\ 1 he , «)rdiiiar\- motor-car, ar- 


these monstrous taigiifes, a;id ft is urj^enr 
to take ^vliatc\(*r m<‘asures arc possihk^ t, 
<*ounterapt them."* 

'I'h<‘ corrcs])(Jnfl(^it of tJie I)N.'^sclcIorfrr(jlrH* tn,' 
aiiznitjer said that, as llie (h‘|*mans saw th. 
monsters condn^i: on tJirou’gh the mist at t [•. 
moment w h(*n sojia* cessation, of th(» homhard 
mt*nt all(n\(‘d them fo r'merjyjt" from tln*:i 
shelters, " their hlopd fro/e in tlu*ir veiiis " ; 

9 ’ 

StTipc/icfl (lu* <»a; tlirjaMkf‘ which luid oi^cd .umm.i 
them they ill! riihl)i>(l their eye-, uhicli were ii\t;teil 
hii if <lenrivefl of ^eti-c' oti the two faliiiloii', ei(‘aliire 
* •'J’he iiiiML’inaf ion, f1oewe«| hy the .-form fire, Avn-; full n 
pxertenieiif . ;url no wonilr*!' it hid tJie masfery o\er the-. 



l i^. 4.' AKMOUKHU, MOTUK-CAK WITH ANTI-AIRCKAI T OtJK:K-MHEK. 


mraired or unarmouVtMl, /I'o naifler Jt tis 
iiidistineuishahh' as po.s’t^ihle, it w as paint<Ml in a. 
4‘uriotjs miHih'v of hri>wns, LCi^ens tind yellows, 
\\:hieli hi\rmoni/ed with tlu' hryken j2;n>und over 
which it ha<l to pa^^s. .. \\h‘ slmll si'C in tlu* 
dcscj’ipf i<ai of tlu* HCjht on Scpti'iidjCr In aiul 
follow iiii; ilays that tliesi' no\'tJ‘ ciit^inc.-. of war 
['laved ah inifiortant part. • , 

'riu'v ci’Ttaiilly [vroved an ohjcct utnahh' 
sur|)rist^ t(V the Cha’inans. The chief of the 
Staff of t he Thinl (U*on[) of (h'rnuiu Annie?; said : 

'The enemy in the latest lighting has employtMl 
new fhigines of war ivs eriiol as thej'-arc ctlVctiw. 
No doubt \\o will adopt on an ^xt^^nsive sea/** 


iin*.ri, niivl hy .-.l1^feriIl^^ wh«» wc^ro well jiw iir*'. f h.il tiie 
.eiietiiN woiihl’iMi-ih with ;il! the iii'Niii- of «te-:t n 1 e( ioii 
tta*<ni|4h »i wall luirtl ji-' -feel, tlum.Lih nude <»J trail huinaii 
ludie-i. 'hhey hivve lejirnl not to fenr intni, hut fhme.wn^s 
fonu'tlnii}; ap]>rojiehin^ w i\ieh th<' hnnuiu hrain, with 
tVeint*nch»ns iiieehauicjil poW'eT'<, Innl fitted out for a 
• hwir.'< flick, a my>t»My which o])pn*NMMl and vlmckled 
tiu’ pow'cj’':. bec»in>t‘ tnit? coidd not comprehend it wdtii 
I hi* nnder-taiidin.Lj - ji fatality a^idn-i \vl*neh one ‘-(‘emeil 
lielple-.-'. One stared »ind -tim'<l a< if piuMi v <e<l. 

The ^ monster ■ iii>i>r*>iichtMl slowly, liohhliMy, nio\ ine 
from '>i<ie to sidi*, rocking and pitehing, hut it i-amo 
iMMirer. Xothine oh>frneted it ^ a sn]>ern:if uml force 
.seemed to drive it onwards. Someone in tlio trciuhe< 
cried “the de\il eomes," and that word ran down the 
line like lightning.’ Suddenly tongne.s of fire lickc<i out 
of the armouit'd hid** of the iron caterpillar, shells 
whistled over our heads, and a terriMc conet»it of inacliinc- 
guii orehestr^i tillefl the air. 'flio ipysteriou.s creature 
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STAR SHELLS IN THE EARLY MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 15. 


\v«*ro fill , t In* artillory could not bo siinimotiOfl to help 
n/aiint tho mass tiro of thoso iron towors, a< tlio\ oa.sily 
royo<l \\ hat romainod of Mif jj.arri.soiis of fho fv<l\ aiK‘0<I 
sholl iioluH. They tlion advaiio(‘d f)v’or tlio first (Inrinan 
lino away into Klors roin.-niiinK them sonio linn*. 

W'lnm fho Mufjlisli infantry had arrivctl and (xx'iipied flu* 
tla*y prooi5odo<l fnrtlior on tho Limiy-d’hilloy road. 
Ar*M.ii wliilo, as tlunr app^saranco b<*oa>no known in fithor 
roar positions, wolbpIjMJod sliot.s made an end of their 
frinin[>ha[ inai*f‘h hehiinl t ho vilhiife. 

Rut although ou(‘ M'auk st'tnns to have* 
(listxbhvl, tin.* (h'rimiiis (li<i not siuictMMi iii 
oa.|)t firing a-iiy ot* thoni. '^Idnj 'ranks, for lh(*ir 
]>art, brought in many (h'riuau prisoners, 
usually following submissively behind, or, as 
in tho eas<5 of a few ollieers, inside. 


Tt is pla.in that tho moral effect of the in*\* 
weapons was great, and it will be sec'U from tlu' 
narrative which follows that taetieal gains weiii 
\ery ecaisiflerable. Olbeiallj^ ealled IIh 
^F ajesty’s Laiul-Sliips, of thi*m had a 

name givc'n it hy its erew ; two wdii(*h wer«‘ 
atlaehed to the Now’ Zea.laiidt>rs on Sepbatiher 
15 wi‘ro known as “ (k)rd(»n I’ouge aiid 
‘‘ ( Vemf‘-de-men< lu*.” 

Sept<*ml)(‘r 15 was fiip*, hut (ho morning mist 
still elung to the ground and sonu'w liat ohseured 
(he movements of tin* infantry. Tlie huge 
[irojeel iles from the hig guns and ln‘avy how itzer^ 
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l>()()nied over the heads of oiir incii in tlie front 
line and burst with terrifie explosions on their 
tar^^et, destroying the front line of German 
treiiehcs. At first the enemy did not approeiafo 
I liat an assault was imminent, probably heeauso 
the British artillery had expended so imieh 
.mimiinition on the Gorman position as to kee[> 
tlie majority of its garrison lying close for 
shelter, and thus the suilden intense fire was 
le^arded as a mere irieif lent in the artillery <luel 
am I not as a prologue to the coming infantry 
n.'^sault. 'J'ho Germans, too, in the days im- 
nu-diately preceding tho attack, Jiad b(s*u 
distributing a coivsiderablo amount of shell tire 


and made' a rush at the trenches where part 
of the Ganatlians wt^re assembled ; coming su<l- 
denly out of tlie mist, which coneealinl their 
approaeli, tiu'y flung their bombs into t h»' 
trench and, following om suecee<le«l in entering 
it. 'rh(' suet'css was but a short one. It was 
the hour tixed for the British ad\'auce and 
forward accordingly w ent our men, sw tM*ping tlio 
(u'rnians ba(*k before them. This was th(' only 
inc*idt*nt before our attaidc began, and it had 
no etit'ct whatevi'r «>n tlie arrangt'ua'nts. 

'.riie left of our attack (^x('<*iited by one Army 
Corps was engaged with the Gt'rman positions 
from 'rhii‘p\‘a.l down towar«ls tin* Stuf«‘n (calh'd 



CANADIANS I IKINC; 

against their opponents’ position, and are said to 
liave had ov(*r l,t)()0 guns in action against us. 
But wo Jiad more, and our artillery liarl dis- 
tinctly gained tho upper hand bc'fore our 
infantry went o\'(^r the front trencli parapet at 
f>.20 a.m. 

'rhorc^ is some rea.son to believt* t ha.t tin* 
Germans were planning an attack at tln^ same 
time as we were, for the number of m<*n in their 
jjosition was larger than usual, although this 
may also have been due to tho rt‘liefs arriving 
and being there with the outgoing garrison 
before the latter had left. Still it is certain 
that shortly before our advance began a ( h*rman 
force covered by bf>mbcrs crossed Xo Manls Land 


[• 'iiniiihint War Hri 

A HHAVY HOWIT/RR. 

by us the Stuff) Bedoubf, ; l)c\’eud it tlie 
( aiiaflians dircet(*d tboir efforts against ('our* 
c-olotfo. Ik*\'oitd those again tlu^ romaiud<*r of 
( ion<‘ral Gough's (’ommaiid was aimed at High 
Wood a.ii<l Mart iiipuicli. 

On the right of the Kiftli Army was the 
Kourth Army mider Sir Memy Bawlirison. 
'I’bo villagi* of t’l<‘rs was the objo<*ti\'o of the 
left of this force. Against it wcto f*iigaged the 
If‘ft of 1 vawdiiisoii’s men, oiu* Corps going 
for Klers, auci the New Zealandt*rs pusliing 
forward to the west of the village. 

The lengtli of tho right jiortiou of this attack 
was about 2,o00 yards, ainJ cxt«*ndc(l fnim the 
east side of J^elv'ille Wood to some distance 
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THI^ SFAFORTHS HOLDING A FRONT-LINE TRENCH OPPOSITE MART1NPUIC:H. 


c'Jisl of l^'lors. l5oy()u<l iliis was Ou* rcina.iTn 
of Oic K<)url li Ann y couiiocl wit lit la* Frc‘!i.<*li. 

'^I’ho (i(‘nn;uL posit iori to lx* Htt<ir*k(*(l fiu‘ino/1 
a tiM‘l)lo line of works wt*ll strung toi^otlur by 
foiirioct tnaichos atnply ])rov’i(l<‘il with 

boinli-proof sla*lt crs aiii 1 cov'orod bvii\’'»‘rv s( 
wiro ciitani’lrtnont . A fourth foi’inijla-bk* lino 
had also bo(‘n ri'ci'iitly ooustmotod in front of 
Lt* ^rraiislo\', facin;^ almost wost a-nd covorin^ 
t h(* road from that import iint \allai»o to 
Ihipaiimt*, In advaiu-o of the tirst lino worn 
sovoral advanct'd wo7*ks with tho usual machino- 
^?un omplacom<Mits, whi<‘h allowt'd a powtM-ful 
flanking tiro to bo brouujht on any troojis who 
oiidoavouri'd tt> [lasa botwoon thorn. It. was 
lU'oossary to silonoo those boforo a.i\ attac*k 
i‘ould inaki' pro.mvss, 

Ono of tlu'in was tho so-i'allt'd ^lysti'ry 
Corner " at tho I’astorn end of l)<*lvillo W'ood, 
whii'h at this time was still in (h'rman hands, 
though most, of tho rest of tho wood laul b<*<*ir 
for somo timo in our possi'ssion. Tt was a 
formidabk' rodoubt , W(*ll provido< I w ith maohino- 
guns whioh would (‘iitilado any Mritish at(a<*k 
moving northward aoross its lino of tin'. 
IMori'ovor, it protootoil two linos of oommuni- 
oation trtuiohos whioh wont back from this 
point towards t lu' groat haigth of trench known 
lus tho Switch Trench, which ran from tho 


neighbourhood of High Wood to tho south o}' 
and ])ast Fl(*rs, towards tlu* east. It was 
plainly neec^ssary, th<*i*<‘for<\ to storm tliis 
redoubt and turn the c'lu'my out of tlie (sai- 
n«*et ing tren(‘hc*s b(*fore tlu* main ad\ancf 
could be [luslu'd forw'a.rd t<‘wards Kiel's, 

Somt'what lu'fore tlu* time tixed for tlu* 
assault, will'll tho ha.lf liglit of eommeuiiiig 
daw II had seareely appeared, two detachments, 
about a section each, crept swift 1\" and (juie11\' 
forward. One tackled the redoubt, the othei* 
the c-ommunieat ing trenches. The assa.ilant- 
of the former wi*re over its pa.ra[)ets and in tlu* 
midst of tlu* garrison }>efore tho latter could 
get their maehine guns into action. A short, 
sharp combat suflicc'd to settle the rpiestion of 
]M)s.scssion t he redoubt wius ours, and w ith it 
somo oO prisoners and its armament of 
machine guns. 

The other ilotachmcnt was accompanied by 
two d'anks, and siiptiortod by them went for 
tlio two communication trenches. Jhit little 
opposition wivs met with, for here our artillery 
liad been able to enfilade tho hostile defences, 
and they fouml them almost filled up with 
dead and djuiig, the result of the recent bom- 
bardment. Xow the way was clear for tlie 
main advance. 

The first tiling to bo done w’as to capture tho 
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ij|> ill its owji fiishiou \\ith a ileailly persistence, 
it passe* I over shell <*raters, reached the wire, 
and then proc(‘ed(‘d to iron out flat a sufficient 
lengtfi of thci of)stacIe to f 4 ive t)ie infantry room 
to advanc*s mt*an while bringing a <ieailly 
flanking fin^ t<» bcjir on th*^ defend**rs of tlie 
(k‘rman trench. (!)nee the way was clear, our f*a)t 
soldk'rs moved f(»rwarrl *)nc;<^ more, and Flers 
was tak<‘n with a rush. There was really v<*ry 
littli^ resistance, an<l the. position does not 
a|)p(*ar to have Inu'n held with any determina- 
tion. T<‘rhaps the garrison lia.d fl<ul befure 
ifi(^ terrifying monster which pr*)ceeded uj) the 
main street amid the clieers c»f our men, as 
calmly as an omnibus up ()xf<ird 8tr<‘et. 
Two counleJt‘-at tacks were made about tlir**** 
and four in the afternoon; both w<‘re stopped 
witliout *linieulty by ma(‘hine-gun tire. 

On tla^ right of tin’s ])ortion of Sir Henry 
Rawlinson's army, the tight at this time was 
of a tentative natur<‘. 

The New Zealandf‘rs took a considerable 
part in th(^ battle of tin? loth. The position 
against whic*h they a<lvane<Ml lay betw<^en Flers 
ami High Wood, on the liigh grouml at the 
top of th<‘ plateau. Their flanks were 
prote<*ted by the Hritish troops atta.<*king 


Flers and on their left. The i^issault was 
furnished by the men of Auckland, Canter- 
bury, Otago, ami Wellington, and their main 
objectiv’e was the Herman trench 500 yards 
ahead of the British line. Our men a<lvane*‘d 
in a series of waves with distances between 
them, and thc»y suffered on the upward move 
from b*)th shrapnel and macliine-gun fire. 
Ihit nothing **ouM stop thcMU, and they burst 
into tlu^ (Jerman trench. A prolonged and 
<lesperat<‘ close-quarter fight ensued, in which 
s<*areely any otht^r weapon was iisc»d timn the 
})ayonet. It was a terrible combat of com- 
parative silenet*, in which little* was to 1)«‘ 
heard (‘xeept the clash of steel and the half- 
smothered cries of the wounded. But eventu- 
ally the garrison we*re comjdetely comiuenMl ; 
few, indeed, escaped with tlu*ir lives. A 
slight pause was made there, and then tlu‘ 
advance began again, a distance of 800 yards 
to the second (h'rman j)osilion, <‘ousisting of 
two lines of trenches covered by deep wdrt? 
entanglements. 

This time the New’ Zealand Kiflea led the 
iiuSsauK, mov'ing in open order, yet keeping 
touch and their alignment. The enemy's 
defences hiul been consi<lerably damage<l by 



WOUNDED GUARDSMEN NOWISE DOWNHEARTED. 


{Official photograph. 
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tMir artillery lin*, but several inachino-guii 
vinpIaceiiKMits wore still in wtn'kiiig order, aiul 
nuK’h of the wire obstaelo was still effeetive. 
'Die New Zc'alarvlers suffered heavily, but 
stuck to tlieir task, in which they were soon 
aided by a fiowcrfiil auxiliary, l^wo Tanks, 
A\'hich had been soinowliat delayed in th<‘ir 
progress over tlu^ shell -pit ted ground, now 
«*aine up and jiroeeoded with eharaeteristie 
deliberation to flatten out the wire for the 
infantry to ])ass, then g(‘tting astride the 
(Jerinan trench and beating out the luaehine- 
guns and their tletaehinents by their firi*. In 
\a.in tiu* (h'nniiiis l)onibed th(‘]U and eovererl 
tli<*ni witli rifle fire'; they earrie<l out their 
(ask. A (Jerinau battery l.oOO yards off 
brought its Are to bi'ar on them, buti obtaiiio<l 
no direct hits, and was itself soon rt‘duee<l to 
sih'iiee by Hritish guns. 'Dien th(' infantry 
came on and drove back tlu' rest of the («erman 
L'arrison. 1'he X<*w Zealanders Mcnt on still 
farthra*, aeeoin|)anied by one of the 'Fauks. 
'Diey sueeeoded, indeed, in progressing boyond 
the troops at Flers and on tlu‘ir left flank, in 
both of which directions the fighting had been 
stiffer, and their fire sw('pt down the shalhjw 
gulley which points north-east l,o00 yards 
west of Flers. 

The projecting salient tlu*y made threat eivMl 
the lines of the enemy from t-ither flank. l'h<‘ 
(ierinans naturally made a strong counter- 
attack, and the New Zealanders Mt^re drawn 
back to a straighter line which ran westward 
from the north end of Flers villag(% and there 
they held their ground. 

A more desperate counter-attack was <le- 
livered by the enemy in the afternoon in con- 
junction with a similar effort against Flers 


already meu(ioiu'(l. Tt wtis e(|ua1ly unsue- 
ci'ssfiil ; but in this east* it wns not fir<» only 
which stoppt*il I hi* (Jermans. 'Die downward 
slope of till* gi'oiind appears to haxe a.fforded 
some shelter to thi* latter in their advaivce, and 
they (*ame on in a. more or less dense line, to 
use c'old steel. 'The New Zea-lariilers were 
ready to meet thi‘m with their own weapon, 
anil ga.llantly led, dashed into them at the 
double with (heir bayonets, while (he (Germans 
stood to receive them. Such was the* impetus 
of our troops that they dro\e back their 
opponents after a short struggle. 'rh(*ir slow 
retreat grew faster, and then b*‘eame a run, 
until, filially, they took to their heels and fled 
hi'ltiT-skelter, [lursued by the Xeu Zealanders. 
'Diere wore* no more eounter-at tacks by the 
enemy in this part of the field. 

W hile th(^ fighting had been going on round 
Flers, till* fbiards had bis'ii engaged in another 
j>art of the front. All five regiments took 
j>a.rt . 

'The place of assrmbly, before the advance, 
had been on the hither slope of the '^Diii'jival- 
(hnehy Ridge, and the nature of the ground 
oil the farther sidi* and its oeeiipation were 
not vi*ry wc*ll known, it laid })e(*n thought 
(liat then* was soiikj little distanee liefore tho 
line of treneJi t«) lie taken would he reaeheil. 
Rut- no sooner had the men gone some 2()U 
yards and breasted the en st than they found 
themselves before, two lines of trenches eovereil 
by an unbroken wire entanglement defended 
by iiKw hine-guns and Vxanbers to back up tbe 
infantry. 'J'be thret^ battalions of ( 'oldstreams 
led (he advance, supported by the (irenadiers, 
with the Insli Guards in reserve behind 
them 
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Tlu' troops on Iho right of tluv (hiarHs ha*! 
l i rii liold* lip by obstacles, and tlius'thc C'olil- 
-t reams ^?oiitg im beyond tlicin exjx^sed t Ijdr 
tirhtHaiijv and suffen'd uct^'ortlin^ly. Hut llicv* 

■ Irovt' steadily on\var<ls, over wiiv, over phi*apt‘t, 
iili Hviton enoonntered (Jernian in tla' tre'neli. 
\.»r wi^re our opponents loth t<.) meet tht‘ 
uta<*h.. Hoth sjfles •fonglit <U*spf‘raf el y \vkith 
lni;nb ajvl * bayonet,. The • C<.»lilst nxims V(‘rt‘ 

0 iufor<*ed ))y the ( 1 c<,a^*idi<‘ys,' an<l tht' b'ish 
(,;uaT<ls (-amo up* too, whih'* lalt'r on tlie A\'(‘lsh 
joined yi tlio fray. After an la)ur or more of 
haudy-strokc's wt‘ gajned the vi<*tory, a.nd oneo 
more tilt' (hiards \\(*nt (ni. TIii‘y saw (he 
Herman infantry })eating a liasty I'et rea,t Infore' 

1 liefiK t hey saw the (barman gunit<‘rs (‘nd(‘a.vonr- 

iKg to remove' their guii'^. 'riiey had adyaiiA il 
mure tliaii 2,000 yards' ‘from the point of 
Ot'parturi', tiiey iiad broki'jia gap ijithe l^tM-man 
liiu s, Init th(‘y harj eomc^ to .t he liftiit, of tjie 
p«>ssibl(‘ and \vis(‘ly ih'terminc'd to tialt. wIhum^ 
they wc‘r(' and dig in. They had taken 2on 
pr isoiK'rs, 4iud dispos(‘d‘ of. many hundn‘ds tif 
the ejiemw ' . 

t 'rh(‘ night ])\' no means . brought p(‘a.ee. 
rh(‘ (ha-mans lamu hud. eonnt(*r-at ta.ek after 
count c*r-attaek f»n t hem, but: in vfiin, and so I he 
thiards won through the dkrhnc'ss and Jield t he 
jK.sitioii they Jrad eou(|uen‘’d. 

Marl in[iuieh and Mij^r A\’(kkI foi-m(*d the 
cniua-xioii ])r)in1s of tlie batth' bc‘lw(*en Klers 
and ( *< uir'e«‘h*t.t e. 

High A\- ood«had only In'en . part l\- in onr 
})ossessi()ii, the nort hf-rn portion being stjU iji 
till* hands of tlu* (h-rmans \vh<‘n I Im^ })attk* of 
Soptemlier I o began. W’hal tiiey Jield tho;\' 

hi'lH stivmgly with a. mass of maehiiio guns. 
ll(‘n‘ th(' "I^inl^s gave gnat , assist am-e; aial, 
Jiale(‘(l, it was tlu*y tliat r«‘ally turned (la- 
enemy out.' (loing oii, over tre<‘s, over wire, 
over treiielu's, tJiey tlatteneiJ out the (aiem\, 
aial by ]0 o'<*Ioek the whole woiaj was 
in our Jiands. ^Ah^•^n^\ hile tJie infant laid 

naix-uj to tlie assault of Mart iiipui<h. rin‘ 

Iront d(‘h*nees df the village \s'ejv taki-n v\ith a. 
rush, bul a <*ountiT-at tai'k drove Our men back. 
'Mioy went forward, once more suppoi*ted by 
'lanks,.an*d t Jiis time with entii-<- suc*e('.-.>. 'I'he 
Jjavarian-^ tied before them,, and tlie 'Fanks 

f>h\‘d them w i^t h fire, imtihulejl t heir t renehes, sat 
'*n t heir . dug-onts and thoroughly donihiati r| 
Hum in every w;ay. M^imy were the piisolais 
u \u) feU. to them , over .a Jinn* Irerl' surrend**nxl 
to one alc>ii'*, aii^l two of lire crew- suflit-ed to 
hcf'p them till tla** infantry <*jime iipf Another 


c-ypliired a regimental eommander w ho- ^am< 
out. of a ilug'Ovit- t‘o set' what was' going on. , 

1 h»' .‘^liare ta.lven hy th(> (^aiiadiens in the 
advanet' At September *1 5 and 1 (i was ennsidi'r- 
iible. beii^ they \\ erit -ovtw 1 h<‘ parapet ainl 
a<lvaiu‘i‘d ovur the gi-oini<l tovj^ards the (a-rmaii 
position they sa^ Alartiiipuieh on tlair right 
and ( % anV-t'let t e t ( j their left 'frtait, w% h an 
int(‘rv(‘uiiig network of trenelk*s. ’ Mompa-t 
harm, or ratbc'r 1 1 k\ t naitVlles rount I it. fornu'd 
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, SUTTlNc; 

th< ir first t»}>}eetive, And part »»f tlase wtat^ 
eiFptiin'tl alter a sln»rt. but scwi'n^ struggle. 
Hart her forwa.rd pns-^ed tin- MapN* heaves, 
tovva.rds the brick rilin'^ and wbit.i* elialk heaps 
ol w’lial laid oiu'e been the nMiowne.tl sugirr 
refinery, t be 'subi erjanean defences ai' vi liieb 
still si;rved to Jibelter tlie eiiiany, who. also lield 
t be 1 n-ne lies right and h-ft of it. Th(‘so t oj/o| bta* 
tormed tin' main object. i vo of- our troops.* l»iit‘ 
before they could lie rcaobed other wUrks bad 
to be ta.ken. Xor uer-e they captured v\'itbout. 
a eoiisidera.ble tight. As usual, the (Jcrrnari 
t renehes w ere so laid out that 'port ions of them, 
manned with machine guns, tiauked tliei!* lines, 
'^rhe-.e fora tinn* ImM up tin* movi-ment. Hut. 
soon a. new auxiliarv'^ arrivi'd to aid the (‘ana.*-, 
.<ha Mi." .Nlajest v 's I.,an*lsliip “ ( ’reme drv 

.Menthi-.'' 'Moving deh'brrat ely })iit <<mtinu- 
ruisly for\var<l, lurehing adiit a,s it huinpcfl over 
the -hell craters and other Jibstaeles, bpt id- 
ways get ling nean*r and ni*arer tn the (ierhian 
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linn, t*h(* stin'l-cliid battery [ijussi-d 

thc^ (/InMTiiif' loot -?ioldi(*rs niid wont 

oil amid a bail of riHo and inadiiuo gtni hullots 
to \\ hrcli it paid no attrnlion. Tiirii, taking 
position acToss I Jio (iorman Iniiit' li*<*ii(*)i. its fin* 
swopt to rij^lit and 1« It down it, an<l tJms euKsod 
thr, .way for <V»tadian infantry to continno 
t hf‘ir tid\'anc<*. 'I’la* aiiomy inaaJiin(*-^nns 
W'(‘rc‘ siI<*il< od, and a, c*onsidora.l)lc inimbor of 
prispiu'rs ta.U(‘n, ainl t b(^ main' line* of t lu* 
(aVinan f ntn'nainncnt s lion' was capturod/and 
♦ Aon pai'ts of 1 lu* troiu*.lK‘s on t bo i)iitskirts ol 
( Vairoolot to. Sobliias from all parts of Canada 
t,ook part in'tbo tFiiimpb Moinitod Hiflos 
from t be* <*a.stoi:n prowinoe's with mon from 
Toronto,* London, and Kingston ; wbik? ffdm 
till* uo.-,toin siilo oamo I lio iiu*ii from X'anoeiuvor 
and Ib gina, with t bt*. voliiutocrs of ^\'innilH*g, 
from t bo <‘pnlro <»f t bo Dominion. It was a 
ojorioiis I'o'mbnia.t ion. lla\'in^.: roaobod tbo 
pea'nt. a))o\(* indii-aii-d, Dm storminij: foroo 
prooo(‘dod to- dig itsolf in, wbilo tin.; re*sor\o 
battalion^t won* brought up to oomplote* tbo. 
.oooupation of tbo griaind gaiiiod. ^ 

d'bo attaok bad indi'od b(‘<*n suooossful 
tlait Sir diflian Hyng, tin* Canadian Corp> 


(ommandor^ dote‘rminod to piisb’ on -^u- 
fartbor aiid tako’ (.‘ourooloUo, altllougb ii, 
ovoning wfis advmioing. Tbo roservo 
talion bad now^ otaiio up, and was tbid off 
load tbo now’ assault. A Fronoh Camuli;)*, 
battalion swung round to tbo loft and stiiu u 
tbo village on tbo oastorii side*, while otb.,i 
Ca4adiaus pressed straight forward against n*. 
It was tbrougb a liot fire of artJllory and small 
arniH that our trooj^:)s ad vjineed, but they wofiM 
not be denied, and, in fbe darkening sbadcs < i 
evening, the outer Ting of the Couroolott<- 
fortifieat ion was brokyn tbrougb and tbo groati j- 
]>art of tbo ga,rrison, now thorougbly d<‘ 

• moral i/.od, tv(*ro made prisoners. l)ofou<*‘- 
won* imphndirod, and those; s(*rvc*d to bt'al i>n 
several eountor-attaoks maek^ during tbo night 
against lb(* new ly W(>n x illago. 'Clio jirisone 
tak<*n numb(‘rod e>vor 1,000, tog<*tbor with t >\ .» 
])i<*oi*s of lilt illeay and a. number of ma-obino-guii 
anil trt*ia*b mortars. 

On the* e‘\tromo le‘rt, in front e.>f Tbio[»\a 
anil down towards tbo Hapaume* road, it 
was not tbo po|i<‘y of Sir Douglas Haig to 
pusli matters to oxt rt‘mit ios . at this jM'riod/ 
Hut be*re, too, lighting wont on; attache 
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( >tn(uhttH ofliL i ll f^hvtttpjaph. 

A KITH HAHLOON PKHPAHINd TO ASCHNI). 


wj i’i* (Irivt^a nfT, soiiio liltlo progrrss 

ina(U\ 

\ irtor‘y jJj-niU'H was a ^r<‘a< (iiic, a.ii<l fli<‘ 
<^‘r;na?is ha-fl Ixmml ’ t au^^bt a b'sson. 

liryond tlia risk of dan^j^ar t bv* liii^brr 
< ' )?iim;vndrrs mit^bl order tbeir imai tu lioKI oa 
till death nr inak«* e(Miulcr at < a-ek alter enniiter 
attack. But tb<a*e js a limit to t be ea[)n.eit \' 
Inr r(‘sistiii^ loss beyond wliieli trof)[>s will iint 
iin. ‘TJiis bad })eeii reac*be«| b\' t be (Jermaiis 
nn tbe-;rronud wliere t be fi^jjbtiutj: of t be 1 at b 
t'><>k plaee, aiul benee tb<' ^.^reat n‘sults ^rainect 
this day l)y tbe British Army. In t b«‘ la.n<fua.) 4 e 
“f t l(‘iieral lla.i>z, t bt^ fi^btiii^^ ot‘ the loth ami 
Hit b was of ^reat* import aiiee, and pro]>a]:>ly* 
the most e^f(‘eti^'‘' l)low' wliieb bad yet b<**«*ii 
dealt to the eiuMuy by British troops. 
dainac»* to bis tnoral was ])robably of greater 
‘oiisef jutaiee than tlu* sei/.un* of <lominaline 
pf)sitioiis »\iid tbe capture of between 4, and 
•►.(MM) j)rison(‘rs. (biards, Northumbrians aiul 
kt)nd6n d’erritorials, Scottish aiul I'ki^liNli X<’w 
Army divisions, w'itfi troof>s from (‘anaflaand 
New^ Zf^araml, shared tlie ^lor\' of the battle 
bet\vec*n them. Xor were c^ur aviators without 
tbeir share, ddiey (kvstroyerl lo a<*roplanes 
^f the enemy and drove others off, then they 


eaiiK' df>wn lowM'r and used tbeir macliiiu'-^uns 
on (be eneinx's euris and on the infant i'N’ in bis 
trenebes. At tbe same time t be\ kept, eon- 
Slant eoiint of the eneni\’’s mo\emeiits.. 
obs<‘i'\'ed bis l)atteries, ami inf(»rmed our own 
where to liie. Tin* ptafcM't ion (<» w bicdi (be 
work of the l\o\al l''I\'in;j^ (’orps ba,d b(‘eii 
brouicbt is impossible l(» put into w nrds, 

S«*j)liMnbi‘r 111 w a,s «*biell\' a da.\' of eonsoli- 
d at ion of our new' position and of dii\'in|j: back 
e<aml era 1 1 aeks of the ene!n\ which wer 4 ‘ 
entirely unsucMMssful. Ijati* in tbe^- e\'i*fiin^ 
j»ur tr<H)ps obtainert a. considerable success, 
taking tb(‘ l)anub(‘” Trench near* 'rbif'|i,val 
on a, fnml <if about a mih*, a, ml with it inany 
prisoners and a, cjmsiderabh' <pianlily of rifles 
and cijuipment a,baridom'd b\’ (be ene’my. 
'^riie network of defene(‘s r<au!rl Mbmpad. 
M'anm wbi<*b ba.d l>een iir dispute* for soon* we« 4 -rs 
pa^t was rihmtst e'omph't e‘l\' e<em|iH‘r<s|, and we 
<'\tend<‘d our i^ains neai' ( 'oure'clef t <• on a lim* 
of l,(MMt yards. A iiumi»‘r of. minor advanl a/j^f's 
w e*re securesi on ot la r pa,rt s of I lie Brit isb l*'i‘<ml . 

On tb<‘ ITtb, to the smith of t bf» Am*re, tln^ 
( lermans nnub* se*v<*ra,l b<‘a.\’\' e*e»un( ei'-a.t t aeks. 
wliieli were all r<*ptilsc*d. One wdiiedi <*ani<* fivaii 
t he'direct ion of J..e.sb<i‘ufs and fi*e>ni t bt‘ ceiuntry 
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Kami, but W(Te at uiice coiintcr-al tacked and 


MiMlIi cl‘ ,K1 (ms was canj^lit. by our artillery 
}>arra^<* and sull«‘*i’cd licavy loss, d^cl wt*oii 
Kl<‘vs and Mart inpuifh a < N'mian briya(k‘ 
coninaaiccd an attack \\i Ific dir<H:ti<»a of' 
Wood. OnV troops, unly two battalions, 
did n«>t Widt f<»r tluMii to j«‘)in issue, ljut kauin^ 
the shallow trcnchi's which th(\y had rdocntly 
inale, went rtn a.t. a doubh', to ih(‘et d liein. 
The result, was never for a inoipent. in doiibt. 
Although, the .(lerinaiis were in threi'fold 
stnajj'th they were (lriv<‘4i b.acl< wUh gr<‘at 
Hlaught.<*r. 



[I 'tcm'thr (<(fu tal-A nerf fihn. 

PR^SONHRS’ CLAIMING THKIR LETTERS 


AND OTIIFR PROPERTY. 

• •lo the north of MoiKpiet Fa,rm nu'u’e grtniud 
was ga.iiu'd.* •Our aitillery, tt>o, Uiaint ained 
its fin* generally agajnst the (JtTinan line, 
and artiong other siaa'csses- blew* iij) an ann^j^u- 
nititui tluihp i\.{ (u-andedurt. Dindng the night- 
.turther progrt'ss was madt' east, of ( \>urct‘lette 
rutd our line . w as . appreciably ad\ anc-ed,' jumI 
wo gained inori' ground south ‘of Thiepval, 
thus thri*atening to surroubd tins position. 

'ria* (J<‘nna.ns, on tla* oUhOr hand, iintler 
eover ot a 'hea\'v laanbardinent, managed 4o 
enter out* •of 6ur* trenches- west , of . Mt.airpiet 


drive'll back with heavy loss. During tlu- 
night th<‘y kept up an hibTinit tt*nt a-rttilcn 
fin' against varioils points of oiir line. ? 

Ft was tit iliis junct ure, that the Erench anrl 
BHt ish • Cornma.nd(‘rs-in-(Mn(‘( • extdianged tlu* 
l('tt(TS published, bc'low : * 

. 'ru (tKNbKAb SIR i)()Ptu;.\s tiAii;. 

(h*in*iul rica(hiiiarl('r>. tVem-h A>-iiii*-^, 

• . • Sf’ptcTii I i<*i’ 17 . 

iVIy Dfjir ( IiMHMii!/ t drsin^ <t) cruO : y to >uii thx rtio-i 
sin<’<‘nv roti'gratulatiofiis o»i ^ho hrilliaiit ‘'Heces'C-j uMitird 
hy tin.' Hi’iti'iti troops niui(‘r your (;orumand «lurin;j ll:** 
hanl%toujiht. b iltlus uf ll.ic lltl'i aad lOtli of .Scpii-rui.i t. 
Kolljiwiiig oil the I'orit iiiiioiis prOgr(v,s li\’ .xniu 

.\rnii«'s tlio h(‘y;itViniu;j: of th<' SiuuiiiQ o(Tcu-i\'f, (ln-o- 

fh*sh sHcd'^ses an; a ‘^iiro yuarantejt' ot firuti victon’ o\j i- 
Auir coiiunoij (Miemy, wlu)“>r plosi(*ai aiul moral t<»r« .u*' 

»iln*a.dy sovorMy -shakt'ip 

• rermit mi', my di*ar tJoiKMal, to iakc tie's oppoit unit \ 
<>l sii\iirg ‘lliat. the eoml)iirf''l otfc'iisive \vhi<-h nm' 1i.o«' 
iMrrleil ou now I'or more Jhan (vvo^monlh« il it. nm i.- 

possible, drawn sf ill- elo.sf-r the ties whit-h unite oui t\s<' 
.tr»nit*s ; our advprsjtry will fiiid tlu'reiu pri)«»4' of onrtirru 
di'tiTmiiiatiou to eombiuo bur elTorfs until tin’ eu-l to* 
eiisuro the eompleito triumpli of oui' eau"e, 

I bow before* tbuso of youl* soliliein by wbo^'- bei\*‘;\ 
.ihc.s© sueeCsses have be<*u achieved but wlio Inue 
befpro-tbe eompletioii of our .task ; . arid 1 K'k >,ou t'* 
I’oiivey, ill ruy name and ill tliW name bt the wlml/ 1' n n' 
.Xiiiiy, to tbosf».\vlio v.t and re arty for the tlirhl^ to fi.im , 
11 ^^reeting of eomrade.sbip aricf oorifideuee. 

' . J. Joi-uni . 

TO. OKNKHAb .TOKPHK. 

* (leiiorid Headijiniiters, Ibiilbh .Xriai'’'^ in tian'e<‘. 

SejiU’inbi'T 11'. 

IVly l)ear tleneral, J tban\ you mo>t i-ilieerely for tl.- 
kiiid of eongratuTat ion aiul goodwill that ' 

liave addre«,sed to iiTc mid to the troo])s iiu<l*'r ue. 

• eomi\niiMl on tb^ir. reooid sueeesscs. Tin's [ro'-li even ' 
^•lo4 of the good wishes of. ybursolf. a%d of your 
«Ai*m\*^ without whose -‘VP' 

those .sueee.sves could *>M-areeJy have been achicM'd, ‘ 
!»i* vory •^^■avmIy appr^ci.ged by all ranks ol tbd Ibiii 
.Xrmie*'.- * ^ ■ 

r thank you, too, for your noble, tiibufv to tbo'C ‘ 
lka\e falh’u.. Our bra\ c dead. w bo.-.« blo.od 'has., 1" • 

, shed togefber on tlie-^pil/)f your great coiintr\',’w ill p^' 
a bolitl to unite our two peoples long Jiflcr the combin' 
uMion of oi|r Armies lias Carried tljc coiumori cau>y t 
which they have foimbt to its ultimate triunijJi.. 

'the unremitting efTorCs of our forces north and 
of the Sutwmc, ad'iled t^.tlw' gloHons (lood.** o^ 
Annies unaided 'St Verdun, have alrciwlv begun to hr 
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* .wn the* oneirty’s power of re>.istjvnOe ; wliile the energy 
I »)nr*t.ro<>p^ and their eoiilido’uoo iueaeli other iiierease-^ . 
} ,.tn day to* day. f^Jvory fresh siiccpss that atUMulsoui 
,1 iiH i>wn^-5‘ ITS tioarer’to the tinal victory to \\‘ln«.'h. lik*' 

* j, 1 look forward with al)soluj« confideneo. — Your- 
^ , ry truly, * • . 

. 1). Kato, (Jen^ral, ‘ ■ 

(’omni^aii'diiif 4 -in-Chief, British Anuios in Frai\«’t'. . 

()ii*S(.‘pt«mber 18 rtiiotluT Miip]ortiint udvaiiot' 

was* luado. East of •Oinrhy a.iid north-wost 

• * 

nl Combles’Wti eaptiirod the important work 
known* the QuadrilaitTab wliieli gave ns 
H'\ iihportant gnin of ground and straightened 
iHir line. We also ea[>tured five lieavy howitf. 
'/ers, two field gniis,*and lighter [Tiece.-^.* 

... * ^ ^ 

W'hile tlio Britisli on tile 15tli were eaptiu’ijig 
(.'pui*ei‘lett<% Martinpuieh and fc'Ic'rs, the French. 


trentdi iiorth-eaijf. of BcTiiy. was carried f.lu* 
sa.ni*e day. 

On the 17 til, in the afternoon, a gretft ])ttttl(‘ 
was delivered south of the Somme bejtwcrii 
. Jiarltuix an J * Verihandovilli'rs. , Nnmerous 
trt'iiehes. >vei^' carried* south of Barliuix. The 
’enemy was cleared out of. the last hou.st's held ^ 
by him. in Beruy, aigl bis linos from‘ Berny to 
Denieeourt w(‘n* picreeil. BeniecourF was 
eompletidy surroiindt'd, and the German. en- 
I ri'iiehinents tliencTT to V'ernuindovillers wi're 
.^tormedi Sinnilta.iieously the enemy wjis 
<“j<‘et(‘d from such portion of Vermiindovillers 
as lie ha<l still managed to ridaiii. < Vioh'nt 
couiUer-attaeks t»)wards nigldfdll were repulsc'd 
with terribli' punishment to the foe. W'lu'ii 



^ * * • • • , ‘ IJf'rntch otficial pholof^raffh. 

the trenches at VeRMANDOVILLERS; arrival OV FRENCH reinforcements. *' 

Photo){raphcd from' an aeroplane. 

w I lo at nightfall on the ’14th had carried enemy sun set the Fr(*neh had hesm everywluTo 

tn ‘pches just south of Titincourt and sortie hours sueeess'ful and hfid eajitured 700 unwo,und('f\ 

l.».ti*L* had repulsed attacks east of Cleiy, nioved prlsonei^i, a‘mong them ofliecTs.* The battlo 

t'»rward north of Brlez Farm, threatening went on. through the .night, .e<>uut<‘r-attaek . 

l ornbles from that regio®. South, of the sueepetling* eounter-att /vk. * Vainly thi^ i rtiops 

■Sornrhe also, at 4 p.in. int he sector Benieiumrt- of the 10th. Ersatz Division strove* to retake ' 

lierny they d^iveri.'d' two charges. To th<i th<T ground lost, lasir Berny. On' the 18t h the 

c.t-it of Denl6court a trench* and siOall wood Frc'ncdi finally .scciigisl J ieniectoiirt, aiid iiushed 

'♦TO . and north-c*ast on 'towards AblaineoUrt. At night fall . tliey 

‘1 Berny tlir^e- German trepches were ser^c'd. wepe before^ the liamlet of Bovent. They had- 

' wo dinndred prisoners and 10 initrailleu.ses als*) eapturi'd tlirec little wiio'ds south (‘*ast of 

' 'nrained in irhe hands of our Allie.s. Th» next . ik'niecemrt and a trench west Of Hoi-giiy, a 

tkiy. fhe trOops- .of Generali Fayolle*from Bou- village east of J^iTiiy. . *•* 

' *• . . . ' * • 

'avesnos* struck northward.S in the direction During tho.niglit of .Septf‘mbcr 18-10. tlie 

' ; .t he wood of St. J ’ierre .Vaast, and reached a Britisli bc^at off sf^vcTal detenriirted counter- 

' arrow depres.sion s6ath*if thy wood. Another attacks south of the Ancro, destroyed two gun* 
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c‘iri| *iinl < *\ j )!< t(l<K I nil iiinimiiii- 

(inn of Arnis wr clran-d tin* 

< ‘lu *1 n\' * t >i II t hikI 111** 

l*'nT»<:li lurtlicr pr* »jiF**ss south <»t‘ tht* 

to tlio * of P>**riiy, .fakinj^ mud** 

pri-oruTs. ’Tli*- ii* \< d-iA , S<'pt(aii})c*r 2th 
north *M.-t of Ih'thuii**, ill tin* jai^diliourhood 
of lliclnhour;^ IA\«>M*'. throe nihls re>iil(**(l 
Pi (lie ea,|)tiire ot | )ii-^< »? H ‘rr» aiul a. iiut*'liiii<‘- 



(;i:nhkal duport, 

' (^hief the h'rcnch (>eneral Staff'. 

J^UM. A hostih* liallooii was hr<m^lif down 
.'^oiit h • w est ot Arriis. In th** Sojnm** ar<*iv a. 
(ierniaii iittaek on (In* Mrifish trera hi’s <*4isl of 
Marl inpuieli was <-a.sily n-pulsjul. 'rh<- mxt 
<'v*Miin^, s*)uth of th<‘ Aiicre. in a lorn*ntia.l 
ilownpour, th<‘ N**\\ Zyalandei-s ANen* vi*)|*'nt!\ 
ami eontinuously attacked, hut at no |a»int 
<h*l tlu* (h'rmnns p<*n*’lnit** 1 lu ii- lin«'s, and at 
daytin'alv th*‘ or*»und in fr*)nt of tlu*ir trt*nehes 
W41.S >»M'n in he litt<*red with.tlie d*‘a<l aial 
*iyin,u. Man\ pristuit'rs wer** <apiun-il in tliis 
and otliei" n'oions. 

(> 1.1 S**pt einlur 2(t tin* ninin «*\ enl w a-^ the 
*h't t'rinin*'*! *'ttort of the ('Jernians to driA e hack 
t h** Kj-eneh north *»f tin* S*»iniiu*. 'Fin* I St h 
(\»rps had J)i‘eu hrouohl up from (In* AiMie ainl 
t he 2 I It h I )ivision w hioh w as on its w j\y tot In* 
l*k\srt*j*n Tlieatr** of War, had hoeii ]iastil\' 
naaillod. it had ariiveil on tin* I4th. With 


t]n*s(* fn*'^h troops, tlio Crown Thine,. 
IhiViuia, a^ 1) a.m., attjickod (h neral Ka\,,i , 
position l)<‘twi*(*n t ho Crio/. and TAbb*' fari,j 
and (*ast of ('l*‘ry to tin* Sonuin*. h'ho 2M 
Division f)po.rat(*d in the HoueliavosA**s re-.j, 
lh(‘ 0 (*dt'd ])y \’ioIc*n( bonibardinonts, auass an 
nniss of (In* ein'iuy wore pr**oipi( at (*<1 a^.no 
lh>u*-ha.v**sjios and tlio Fronoli trc'uehes n<'t . 
ainl s<Hilh *»f it. Four WiU’os of gr**\ -;/r, . 
infantry w<t** out down by tin* Fnan'li lio; 
Indbr** Jh-i**/. Fiirin. '^Fho surv ix ors tl(«d, i,.nv 
rho ^r* uintf oov'erod wit li f'or*|)s<‘s. |?iit at .‘ip i, 
tin* (Jormaus iift(*r jt sui-oession of b|o<Hiv 

< hooks })ursl into tln\ nort h-oiist end ..| 

lhatohav<*snes. It was onl\' a. moin* nia( . 
triumph, f*ir t ln*A'’r*‘noh ralli***! and dnoe i In a, 
out 4it the ]M)ijit of the ))ayont*t . I'h'w of ih, i,, 
( '^oiipe*! iind sovorjil *>t‘[iet‘rs and nn ii w, 
oaptunni. d'ln* To- and I2()-mm. ^::uus ajid i},, 
mitni.ilh'uses had lu*ri‘, jmd at I’ri* /. l‘';(nM. 

caused fri^^htful losses. At rid^a* 7(>. which i 
er*>ss<‘.<l by tin* road from Clor\' to Ibmt Al 
hiiin*s, r**^iMn*nts of tin* ISlIi (\aps w*>re lo pt 
a,t ha.\' by tin* ba-rra.^es of shell juni sliraprn ! 
tin*, but, n(*ar('r tin* Sraimn*, partii'S nt ( Icr 
mans suo(*<*<‘(h‘d in <‘nl(‘riu^z sonn* tronoln‘s. d’ln x 
wen* swiftly ej*‘**t<‘d by count er-at t aeks. At 
iii^htbill tin* d**sp*‘ral<* <*onti‘st di*'*l <h>\Mi. 
lh*ison<*rs sta.1*‘d that oin* <‘ompany aloin* in tho 
I Ith Baxiirijin 13ix'ision lost 1 Id ni(‘n out of 21(», 
1 1ni-t two biiltalions of tin* 12.*ird Prii.-*'iau 
Bopnn‘Ut- had boon almost wiped out and that 
tin* 12th Ki'servo Dixision had snt'h*r**d t*‘rril»l\. 
“ 1 4*annnt niidorst ainl,’’ said a Fi f iioh ar t ill* i \' 
ottio(*r |>ros(*nt, “ how, a-ftor so nianv disa>tr«'ii- 
oxp**rioUoos, the ( h*rman lli.^ln'i* ( ’* anmain l* r - 
can ordi'r atta**ks to bo oariiod out in ma^>.* *1 
formation. 'Th** mad from (.’ombhs to Ib-m 
**ourt is c-ox'i*rod with dead fiorm'aus, >aerili( * '1 
to no pprpos**.” ( U*n**ral h'ayolh* xxas ahl** t<> 
r(*])ori tho x iotory t*i tin* n**w Clii«*f ot I Ik* 
hh*<‘noh (h*n*‘ral Staff, at tin* .Ministry <>f \\ai. 

< h*neral Duport, who took tin* place t h«* next 
*lay of (!»*noriil Wra/ijini, xvhos** ln*idtdi h.«d 
])rok**n <io\\Ji. Since tin* first months of il" 
x\ar tin* hitt**r Innl filled this oinrous p" » 
attach***! to tln^ Vr4*tieh A\’ar Ollio**. It mu ’ 
in>t In* confuse*! with that oeeupi*‘*l i ' 
(h*nt*ral *l<* (’ast*‘biau, wh*> still e<aitimu'<l ^ 
*lir«*<*t the movements of tin* iirmii's at ih 
front* iTuport, ii. e<donel in Aujjust Ihi ‘ 
xvas an infantry ofliet*!*. ib* laid b(‘**n (‘ilin at* 
iit tiu* Military' Colh*p* of St. Cyr, lunl h.’ 
fought on the Alg<*rian fronti**!* l>etwet*n l^*^ 
and IS8S. rr<auot»**4 C.enond <‘f Brigade ^ 
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liU.v, 1 h‘ lia<r l)riMi Antciist *51, 

oniiniiiK U t ot tiu* 14tli (\)i’|)s (J'AriiuV. Liki- 
.1 many utlu‘r nfllcua-s almost iuikr;t)\vn at tin* 
.Miinniug of the war, lie had forced his wax 
1 1 ) ])\' t 1 h' ext*reis(‘ of e(Xiis| jicin mis abilities. 

So bloody had beiai t hr rejiiilst' of th(' ( h'nnaii 
isili (V)ij)s and 2J4th .Division, that llu' next 
ii>\, ddm»*i^<hiy, Se.|)t(Mnher 21, Prince Kiip- 
,n'( ht iiiadt‘ iw) further attem|)t to pirrrc tin* 
itirs of ( h'ncr'al Fayolli* nort h of t h(‘ St am nr. 

On the British front in the nrighhourh(H)tl of 
1'lt‘iN, hfimhing parties xa.inlx' laidt'ax ourrt I to 
x\ rr-vt from ns t h(‘ posit iiais taken in the battle 
m 1 the loth llith. 'I'Ik* night before, in vile 
we.nlaa’, tlaa-e Uatl hei-n tMieonnt on t h(‘ 

, of ( \uirct*jet t anti north of dart inpnich. 
A hostik* grraiinl in 

llames, hnt, as against this, we hail t<» record 
I he loss of an ai'roplan**. 

Doling tla‘ night of the 2lst 22nd, while tair 
(rin)ps x\(*re raiding eiiemx' ti'CTula's south ot 
An a,s a.nd noi t h of t ha-t point-, seizing a cratca* 
in the Nenville St. \'a.'ist region ca.ns<‘d by the 
explosion <jf OIK* of our niiiu's, an a.dv jMK*(* x\ a.s 
also ina.d<* by the British between Martin]>uieh 
and Kk'fs. Tp to the 21st our line sagged eitst - 
xxard from Dourci‘l('t t (* rcaind the northern <‘nd 
of Martinpuii'h and hugged tla* (‘a.st(*rn face of 
I la* xillage. liuMice it zig/agg(*d tow ards Fle.rs. 
Jt wa.s now' decided that t la* mill of Martiiifaiich, 


.“idtt yartls north of tin* xilhigt*, must mark the 
alignuK'ut of our front from ( 'ourcelc*t to 
e»‘niett'r\' to tiers, and tlwit a. redcaibt between 
t lie mill and the* Albi*rt- Bapa-umi* roa.d must bo 
carricil, a.nd t hi* (Jerman salients in our ])osit ion 
llattened out. Aft<*r despera.t<* tight ing two 
lines of host ill* trenches xx ere carried; a.nd 
2 \ hours la-tcT* t lie redoubt xx a.s stormed. ( )n tlio 
2.ird a. St ronglx foj*t itieil sx'stem of t i*enclie.s east 
of ( ’oureelet te xx a capt ured and xxi* a-dyanced 014 
a front of about half n mill*. iiie day before 
(Si*ptembiM- 22) at nightfall a. x iolent Clerman 
j«tta.ek west- of Moiapiet. Farm had bet*n drix’i*n 
baek b\ our tire xxith heji.xx lossi's. Iji thi' 
eiMirsi' of the 22nd our guns had deslro^'ed 10 
host iie gun-pit s and damaged 10 others, xx hilo 
lixi* lummmition .dumps xx ere bloxx n up. ‘ A 
sijua-dron of AO aero[)lanes the same day 
bomlied a.n importa.nt ra.ilxxax jimi'tion. i\x o 
trains loaded xx it li 'ammunif ion xxen* sma.shed 
a.nd manx x ioh'ut explosions caused. Itailxxay 
XX orks a.nd sidings elsewhere a.nd ai'rodromos 
a.nd other- points of militarx' impoi-t aui*f* also 
i-eeeix'(‘d a.Iti-ntion. As a> eonseipience of aerial 
dui*ls, t hree enemy ma.chines • xx ere dc‘stroye(], 
live <la.ma.ged severely and others di’ixen to 
ea-rt h. Our loss xxas live machiiK*s. 

.Mi-a-ntime, on Septembe-r 22, the French had 
]KislH‘d a little nearer to the doom(*d y^llage- 
fortn'ss of Fomhles. On the northern slop(‘s of 







FRKNCH RED-CROSS .MEN WAITINC IN’ A TRENCH OUTSIDE COMBLES 




2!)5 TEE .TIMES HISTOIiY f)F . THE.' WAIi. 

I hohillork kf.yoncl t}M'vvoo(iof Aruk rlij/towanls CcViiiaii lines'of coihiV^uiUoatioii wvo suocv^. 

’ tiu? joivl froMi .Maur(‘j)M.^ t*) jM-r-ircjurt , tin- fully ex*‘Ctitc‘d by tlie J3ritiKh. TiV thn cnwr;^ • 

, 4 ‘rM‘i.ny had r(,nv.*rfr(l iiiU ii small fortress u.o ' '\nn air tiglit- one of bur ainnort. roJlidf.d with l.i 
' isolated hr>u^o in front of t^.hnbles and oloso iTiy (»pponent.' Thb ({erman plane - Ml to |j 
the n>jid. .'I'iie machinc-Koos in it held up tho ‘ ^rroirnd; while ours, after a vertieal deseent - 

' Frejurh JvIviMico. After an nttack very ably smeral thousand feet, was righted and ret urn. f I 

exeeufnd the Jion^e was surrourided and earrii'd * sately, tlje j)ilot flying oveV JjO miles ‘witli .ir: 
bvassaull. \inefy*seven men ami thr<*<‘ oflits'rs almost nneoiitr‘nllablc n\ae]^ine. Our lossivs 

were ea))1 uroil. Simultaneously b<‘t wetm .Fregi- tht- 2:ir<l wore five machines. . 

<* 4 >urt an<J Trie/. Farm the Frem^li storfue^l ^ Among other notewof'tiiy ineidents' at t fm 
Ch-rman*’ f rem lies f>n the ‘east slope of the^ dat(S tfie eelrlwated Freneli ainnan Ouynern. i 

Fombles ra\ ir»e. The en(‘my\s c*nd<‘avours to brought doVvh his st'vonteenth ftnd eight ec n’t 1 , 

. hinder t hr Freneli movements in this dins-tion iiostile inaehines, arid on the 24 th (’at>tHin (ii 

i)y nairwe’d eount(‘r-attael<s bet>^(‘(‘n iVi(‘Z J 3 i‘auehamps in the 3 . “ ArieJ and J^ieutenam 

Kami and Kaiieourt were re])ulsed by <*urtains J)aiRM)urt Oxceut.ed one of ^le most darin- 

. of shrll.'lirr.. • * .. ‘flights on.reeord. For th(‘ first, tijne Fssen. 

«.y •this dalr th(^ total of the prison('rs*eaf)- . .the great military mariiifaetor^V’- fjlermany, 
•lured hy the Allies in the Flaltje. of tju* Somme . * was IkuiiI^rI in broad dayliglit. The workshop^ 
had swell(‘d to over r>5,S00/ of which ^bfioO of Kru])p were defi'uded ]>y no fewer t lum 200 

lia I be(‘n t aken by t he Fnafeh. . . n.!d i-ain*raf/. guns, and muiuTous Oernian a^a o- 

[danes w(*r(^ natiiraffy ou th(‘ waleli to int(‘reej)l 
• Ffepaial ions v\<‘n' now Ix ing made' d)y the raitlers. Nev*(*rtheless, tlu^ intre])id Fri'nehnx^i 

Allt's to tiglit aiiotlu r battle similar to that of sueeeeded in dropping twelve bomb^i on lessen 

September l.t-K). ft. was pr(;eeded by aerial and in returning safejy to th(*ir base. Captain 

ehte,rpt*ises on a* large' seale Aral by Iximbard- de ileatie*liamps, w)i(> Vvas 'not 21 h \'ears old. 

na;nts of almost, incredible int(*nsity.. 47 io iiad for many nionths Imhui commajiding ih(' 

‘French w r»M*Ui‘d 2 .') <m('niy maefiin<‘s- on stpnidron “ (h'S As stationed on the eastern 

Septemher* 2 ‘h' W(' sevim. 'rhe'saiUe day. fivi‘ * Jfront. 'of tho French liiu's. Jb‘ had had nndrj* 
bomhiH^ raids a.r{i,inst. ;*a.jlwa.y stations on the . him (Ju\'Memer and other distinguished ‘pflAi c, 






ttUlTlSH* FI-ELD BAT'rBRY CROSSING A FORD., 


[OfTi^ial pholoeraph. 
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: irliuiingf J>auc(7url-. . Of Jjis (lion r(*oont ex* 

, loiXs tho dostniotinn of a Fokkor t»n April ^7 
,rid of a'T)raolie on May 22, lf)lG, had oaust'd him. 

- n(*o more to* bo citi'd in an OVder of tho Day. 

'The night- before the visit of Oe Heauehmnps 
, 11(1 Daiieourt to Fssen-a fli*e( of Zeppelins, pro- 
1 , iibly 12, had orosf^ed to England. T\vo \\er(» 
,l.*s(roy<Hl in Esst‘x,^ while they did no material 

injury to ns,* • 

■ As for the Allied •bondiardments nT>r(h and 
vniith of the SoipiiVe wfiteli ha,d i*ommen(“('d on 
I he 23rd, a ^toneh artillery- o^liehr remarked : 

“ A terrible drama is Ixdng enacted on the 
Somme. I hayo Iv^on through the whole (>f 
tht‘ Verdun battlj^- and I have beerutwo months 
hero# but. T hav(^ not soimi anything like the 
havocr wrought^ by the Allied artill<‘ry yoster- 
<lay. It surpasses anything I hav(‘ witues^ied.” 

It sp(\‘iks for the stul>la>rn eonrago pf th<‘ 
(h rmans that- on Sunday, Seplemher 21, while 
tht4r trenches w(‘re being. iniindat('(l with 
high-explosive shells, they took the .ottVaisive 
at saveral’ ])( lints. A JJritish jxist east of 
< 'onrcelette .was assaulted*; tJit»<‘e attacks were* 
<l('livered west of Lesbo.>ufs against our hien 
ji.nd tlie Kreneh garrison of the Abbe h'arm, and 
troops in trenehes south of it had to withstand 
a violent assault. 'riH‘s«‘ rhforts on tlx* part of 
tlif* enemy wert* all .unaN'tiiliug. . 

Moudtiy, ^;Jept(‘mher 2oi was tlx* a.uiuv<‘rsa.iy 
of the Jhittk* of Jx)Os, wiiidh now s(f(‘med .as 
■ iN'uiote an event- as tjx* Ihltth's of Le Chateau, 
.tlx* Marrx*, 'and Vpr<‘s. It was ii lx*autiful, 
<’lf*Hr autumnal day.. Not a elotid was 'in the 
J. goldeii ha/.(* rose fj’ofii tlx* fields atal 
’4*r(;])t ovt'i* tlx* ruiii(*d villag(*s and tlx* litt(‘r of 
w'hat. onee were woods. Antieipatiug from the 
irightfiil viok*ne(^ of the. bomhardmeht that the 
Allies wc're about to renew' t lu'ir general 
Affensiv'e be(\Veen 'J’hi<!])val and the Soi'ume, 
tlx* ( ifermans disjiatelxH.l in the early morning tw o ' 
lloek,s of aerophuiQs.’to rec^onnoitre. Tlx’y w'ere 
p(‘j3pered with shrapiii*!, metr in iiUd-air by our 
atvojjlanes, and driven biiek ftiljowed liy our 
pursuing a-ii'inen, who’, wit h the observers in tile 

Riifx'rts*” (kite haUloons), din*eted the fire t»f 
our artillery- , 'Plx* hallooiis, iride.sctait *in the 
siin-Jight, s<*t*med like aerial m<m*sti*rs <leek(*d 
Nvit h glit t(*ring trappings fcir some State oeeasion. 

The' ])lan of (h*neral Eayolle and Sir Douglas 

ftaig was to break farther into the lines of tlx*^ 

•• * * 

<*neniy l>ott\'(‘c*n the Albert -Dapaiune roiul and 
the S/)iuine. Should success attend their efforts. 
Sir. ITidx*rt Goii^li w^is.the next day to storm 

* *• ♦.sr«y^>i. x.;p. 102. . 


d hi«*pval- and the ridge beliiiid'it. The whole 
lught-long guns of all calibres liad bet ii firing 
ineessantly. . . * ' • 

•At 1:1.30 ]).m. the final bf>ml)arthix*uf lu'fon* 
tho infantry attack -opened. The din was in- 
d«‘scribal)le. i*(*rhaps four times as many gu*ns 



IJKDIV GUYNHMhrK. 


as lawl beOn in aefion along tlx< wboU* front- of 
tlx* great, Ihitfle pf Liati- '^'ang in the Husso- 
,lapa!x*sc War wei'c eoueentnit iug their fire, 
on a lx‘ll of ground only about ,J4 miles in 
lengtii. Most of those guns weri‘ immens(|ly 
mon* ]X)werful than any employed by ()5m.gia 
or Kuropatkin, and tlx* front, of baffle was very 
juueh shorter. At, the c'lld of iO mitmtes the 
deafening noise slightly diiuinislx‘|l. The 
infantry (Ujinjiat had begun*. • 

At the Jhittk^ of Jxx)s-\'iirty the (‘ft’orts of the 
Alik ‘s had u<;t lx*(*n }>rof)erly €*o-ordiiu^te<l, the- 
Ec(*neh attacking several hours after the J British. 
'No such misfukr* yas made on this oeensitin. 
The tension was appli('d simult aneously to* 
every link in tlx: (Jerman /'bain of fortified 
position^. Several systt iiis of trenches hetw»‘<'n 
the Jkipaume-Teroime <*huusse<‘ and tlxi Dana-l, 
till Son I wen* carried by the tVcneli, who 
arri\'ed in ]>Ift,ees at the banks of the canal. 
Easf of the road the En'uclj i‘j1pfured Hill 
south-east of Ihniehave.srx^s, and Hill i2(l to ! he 
imrth-east' oi* that village. (IradiiaHy (ho 
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I KKNCH SOl.DIERS HNTRHNCHED IN A SHELL-HOLE OUTSIDE UOMBLES. 


(If'i'iiiHus \M‘ir llinist Imrk into t li(‘ vn.ll<*v 

lit the 'roriillr. Still nmn* ini|)<irt nut, Him- 
rourf , (Inr rns;! of ( ’oinhh's, u ns i nkru. Situaf imI 
on flio soiithiTii si<lr of n. hnn* Jinrrow [)1ato<in, 
ono of tliu lii^lirst points in t ho in'i^hhoiirhcnul, 
it (loniinat o( I I fu* ^n*nt wood of St. l*iorro 
N'aasf, Iho o(|o(‘ of w hioh nui nhouf otttt \'nrds 
to its 4‘n.st. I’nrt of Ihiiioonrt was tra\'t‘rsod 
l»\ till* Ikipnimn* I’i'mouuo lii^huaN'; t ho ro- 
innindi r of t ho vilhmo w ns ohistorc'il nhoiit a 
nun I t hiou^li l‘'ro^i<*ourt to (’omhios. hVoni 
tlu' oontro of Ihnn'oiiri n narrow ra\ itio dos- 
4'ondod to t h<' wood, in t ho hollows ot w hi<*h tin* 
(Jornmns hnd instnllod Imtlorios hoinhardino 
tiu* Krt'iuh liitos from tho I’rit*/. Karm to 
I » luchnf osn'*s. 'This ra\ i no L)i*istl<*d w ith 
mai hiiH' oiijis. With th»* onptiii'o of l^anoonrt, 
w hioh tornad, ns it w oio, tho main liidv hotwi'oii 
tho wood and (\nnhlos, the fall of (Vnnhirs 
oould not lon^^ )>o doln\od. 'I'ho only t'ono 
Minnioat ion jiow oonnootiin; it witli (ho rc?^i of 
tho-thiman linos was tho i-oad w hioli ran np- 
avtis throiiLch l''i oL:ioonrt aoro.'^s t lio nnpaiinn*- 
roronni' liii^hwax l.^ S.iilly Saillisol. As will 
‘'hortl\' hr* rolati’d, i ho (>t tho ot hor roads 

h\ w hioli tho oaiii^on « f (’onihlos ooiild ho 
sn}ipli(‘d witli looti.anil munitions iiad l>oi»u out 
hy t ho f hat isj' w lu n l ln‘\- stormod Morval. 

ki'iy^ioourt, a hamlot of lt» housos with'ii. 


<*hn,p(*l ill it, still ivmaiii(‘d to lx* tnkon. On 
the* ;?tth our Alli<‘s [nishod u]) to tin* xaitliorn 
side e>f it, and ovi(‘te*d tho (Jea'inans fi*om thou- 
powa‘rful orjj^auisiat ions b<*t\vt‘e‘u Frogioourt an<l 
Hill 14J^, which is on tho uorthi*rii (‘dt^o oi 
J^niK'ourt . 'riius tho oouut*xiou c>f Conihlo> 
with Sailly-Snillisol was snapp(*d and, as tlio 
liritish w('r(* hy now in Murval, tiH*ro wa^^ no 
loiiLTia' any roa.d hy which the* ^nri-ison oi 
(^nnhIe^s e*e)uld he' reinfore*(‘d. The* onomv ' ' 
seile' ncc*e*ss to the* villnixo was hy a narrow 
nnine* twisting ne)rth-t*ast weirds to Sailly* 
Senllise*! nml the* Ihipauine*' I V*ronne* highwa\. 
This reiN ine* was und(*r the tire* e>f the* Alii* h 
n.rtiHe*ry, mae*hine-guns emd rifle*s. 

During the* night the* Kre'iich e*ontinue*d tlr^i 
iieheence* <in ('omhle‘s, from wijioh the* (Jermaio 
we*re* dragging seiine* eif the*ir guns up tlr 
liiviae', elown whose* e*e*ntrr ran a little* stream 
While* feuir Fre*uch ae’roplnue*s arme*el with mm- 
tire*d she*lls on t h(» conveiys * and e*nom\ - 

orgemi/ait ions in fre>nt e)f Sailly-Saillise*! and m 
the* woeiei of St. l*ie*rre^ Vaast, the* infant r> o» 
eair Allie*s stornie*d Kre'gioeairt. Peitrols- 
i*ondt‘d the* slope's te»\<ards the* (^omhle‘S ra\ nio 
a.nd re'a(*hexl and se*ize*el the* oe jne*(('ry e>t t hi- 
leiw^i, situalenl evt the* peiint whe*rei the* r«>uto 
fremi Sailly-Saillise*! re*achcs tU* w*e*ste^rn meaith 
e*t 'flu* ra\ ine*. ()the*r’ Allit*e1 de*tachme*nt- 
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lip to till* soiitlu'ni of (’omhigs. 

- »ii«* ciipt 111*0(1 ii trciK'li (It tli(‘ soiith- 

csl. ojitl.iuid iu it ii compiinx' <»f (J(*riniins. 

‘ ht^ miwouu(lo(t • j>ris(»iu‘r.^ tuki‘n nJn'ndy 
. to S 0 (k Violent coiiut oi'-at tacks 

irlivtM'cd ak night tall against tlu^ Krcni‘li right 
tJic Bapa.iim(‘- 1 ‘cronno liighway and 
hr Soinnic, with a vitwv to forcing the h'rench 
suspend tlieir inoveinenfc on CVunhlt'-s, tuid 
Im t-n bloodily l•(‘plljs^'<l. 

It is now tinarto descrilM' tlie operations on 
ihv' 20tli of Sir Hi'nry Uiuvlifison's army, 
wliirh p.rolong(‘d the AIJii*d liiu' from the wood 
mI Len/.(' a])o\'(' ('<imbl(:s oji the w(*st to Alarlin- 
(>njrh. .^mong Sir Henry Hawlinson's ob- 
l.-rtivc'S W’('r(^ the \'illag('s of Mor\ a.l w\ hieln 
a-, we lia.\ <‘ si‘en, w a,s on oik* of tlie roads ns(Ml 
h\' 1 lie (ha-mans to siitijily (Jombh's —of J^cs- 
lioriifs to tlie noi‘t h-nor( h-u (*st of .Mor\al on 
I he (JincJi\'-Le 'rransloy roa.d, and of ( hieude- 
ronrt fa.i*th(‘r do^^ n tl»e slopt* on t h(‘ wa.\ !(► 
Hajiiiumi*. A bi-lt of countr\' a.})out> 
yards d(‘«‘p curving round the nortli of Kl<*rs, 
wliich is south-west, of ( hieudt‘c«airt, to a. 
l)oint mid -way lietween KIc'rs and Mart inpuich, 
\\a.s a.lso to b(* cleared of t h(‘ enemy. 'Tln^ 
bat I k'-front was si x mill's long. 

Morva.], it w ill bt* ri-collecteil, staaids on ( he 
height nor,tli of Combk's. wliich lii's Ix'low it a.t 
'he bott=om of th(* \ iilk‘y. W ith its siibt erra.n»‘a,ii 
(juarrii's, (r(‘ncfies a.nd wir<^ ent aiiglcmi'iitx, it 


was a. formida.ble oKsta.ck‘. 'rh«' ( ka iniLiis >till 
held pint of thi‘ wood of BouU'iiux, north <»f t hi^ 
W'ood of Ix‘n/.(*. 'ria'ir machine guns lim'd tAvo 
trt'neff(‘s. “ Leitico " and Bovril,'’ soutli-wesi 
oi Mor\a.l. a.nd two .sunken roa.ds k-ading f?*oiii 
th(' \ illagt* to beslxeuf.s. .\tt(*r tin* 1 rt'im'iidou.s 
bomhai'dmtait a.lrea.d\' di'scribi'd tlu*. British 
inta.ntr\', at pan. on the 2.')th, a.dva.nced 

to the attack. Vhi* em-iuN' (‘xpecti'd that- tLa* 
wood ot Boulea-ux would be a.ssaiilt eih but our 
ellnrtsat this point w ert' eonliiu'd t o si'i/ing two 
tri'iiclii's wi'st of it. N<‘a.rl> a.t right angk's to 
t-lie.'^e w a.s a.n ei nba.iikim'iit pitted with det'p 
dug-outs, lu'ld b\- a la.rge forc<' ('ipiipiit'd with 
machine-gnU'^ a.nd in i urn i)'('rfir, ||ei*e the 



[mil Hill 1^1 iif'ft, 

c;itR\IAN (UIN KMPLACHMKNT AT 
COMBLHS. 




SHATTEKliO GERMAN WIRE HNTAN(;LEMENTS AT COMBLES. 




THR MAIN STREF/r COMBLES. 


Wi'nton half w.ay throu^j^i t ht* iif( (‘rnooii. 
b'iriull\' lh<* <ln; 4 -<)ul.s \\(*rr rl(‘ar(<l, iUi'l HO 

prisoiMTs n-iid live iiurfcr »t iirc<l. t.o- 

!iri‘ it h H jjjiNMit st (»rt* of.slu^lls. Aft la* darlc. 

|>jitro|,M. rntrrcd Doiilcjuiv \\^)<)(^, wliirli \\<i'5 
('X’iirinitrd l»y thr ( Jci'nu'iiis to tjia 

i\*siilt of tlio Atrii;^u;lo in 

M«*<iiiw!iiU', iK^i’t of the wood <)ur 1 roojxs 
siiniilt4i'H‘ousl\' iid\'aii( (‘d nn hotli sidi*f;‘ of t la* 

( lincli\ -M<n*viil rojnl. dMu* nortlu*rii soctor of 
Moi’VJil ^a\ o lit t lo. t roul 4lo, 'At tli<^ a] )|^>ro;u*h of 
»)ur l^o.mln rs tlu* ^a.rrisoii suiTCMulorcd. Jii tlio 
snut lK'rii S(‘ct or tluM’i' Wits inort' racist <iik*o. ’ 

< lormii.’is inatifully tlu* “ laanco iind 

Hi>\ril" tivmdios n.n<l ii tn*i»<*li cut from t li» 
i';\-;t'crii cud of tln' villii;j;c in jt (juartcr circle to 
tho roadtn h^n'^icourt . As t lie British Wi'reiiorth 
• iind the |’’'i*t*iich ill t h<' Frc^^icourt region' south 
of' f hem the position of these' hnive incii was 
im.t ('mi.T)lc and t Iu'N’ hcs^iin to drihhh' in The 
direction of tsailly-Sailliscl. 

The British t.roops to tlie h'ft of the de'ta/'h- • 
•in**nts-assjvu!t inj^ Morval we'ri' eeputlly snc4*t«'ssfiil. 
J^xposcel to se‘\ cn' mjichine'-jrun tire' they se'i/.eii 
the' re)4iel tr«>ni M<»r\'id te> Be'shee'uts Ujiid sfe)riued ’ 
iiite) t»he' latte‘ 1 * \ illilirc.’*' Se>ine‘ eif tlie* ine'li svvt'pt 
up the' roa 1 to Li; lVa.!isle)y: eitlle'rs e'licire-le'd the' 

\ illaVc, frean the' ruiue'el c'hate'au iii'wliie'h 
imieihine-irnns for a t*ini<‘ e'e>iit irnieHl Uie-ir fire. 

B 'twe..*:^^ fiCsl >t i‘uts a!ul ( « ucuele'coiirt e’ij^ht 

' * A t'ai'tuiva (;,Mui;ci \riuy f)ni.‘r, tiaU'd Nrpt.-iihnv. 

•* I. • e'inpha-i a‘tl ilu' im^»orijuu-o at tliut time t,f the 
e.'onuii at Iv'sl>.i*!a\ .a^ • t h.- laA proleetion of the 
iirtillery, whieh invest iu iiv) v’V'cnmst anees ho losf." 


(ie'rina!! battjilions at te'uipt e'd to, ste*ni”tln‘ 
Britisli advanea* l)ut we're' epiite' (imirhle^ to elo .so. 
“ My nit'ii,"* saiel a Ihide'ii oflie.'t'r, ‘'would iwei 
stand. I coulej not iiiakt' the'iu tioh1 ; tiicy had 
Jiiid ('nou^hV' 

.The' attack ein ( Uienide'court elid not/yie'le^-sucli 
^jjood residts^ y\l the.' peiint wlu'ro the' (line*h\ 
«ue'udl'he)urt and h'le'rsd.*<'sl)(t'ufs trunks cr«is> 
one' anothe'r ii (h'l'niJin re'douht- liarre'd t>h(' waiv . 
In the'* ne^iJ^hb^)urin^JJ sfie'll-criite'rs ^.(ronps eif 
t h'n mins wit h imi<-*hine-^uns iissiste'el its ^ai ri 
son. 

I^e'feire' tlio vilhiire* orl the' w(*st anel southe in 
side's tjicre' W'e're' two tre'iiches streinj^Iy fortrfie.el 
anei prote^ede'd -wit h liarlx'd pvire. d’hc'y we're*, 
kne^wn as (Irid '^Fivnedi anel ( Irid k!>ii])j)ort . d in' 
( Jinchy-CUie^i,ide'('e)iu*t loael erejsse'd t h<^m just 
be'low the.viJhi^e in a de'e'j) ravine, whieli at this 
peiint; fe>rke'd, one^- })ranch ])assing up tlie' 
wostern, the> either up*tJu‘ e'astern, side' of ( Jueufli' 
e'emrt. Across be_>th l)ranche'S hf llu' rtwine w'e'nt 
tiu' ro.irl fre>m be' Transleiy tej Kaueourl 
rAhhiijfe. Til ( biende^ee^urt itself were inaeduiu' 
^nn posts and hninbe'r.s of de'fende:jd sh<>ll da >!» •'' 
anei hidele'n strem^hokjs. 

Aelvaneing from the* line* hc'ld by the'in e'iist ot 
Fle'rs our me'n e*le)se*d on d J iieude'conrt. Tlie* 
(le'rman avtille-ry In, thej back^reiiind dehip'el 
Ihi'in with .she'lls, aiid tlie re'chiubt. *at the erbss- 
reiads sw e'pt ^t ht^ advancing infantry M ith 
miu'hine'-gun fire\ From a redoubt at the- 
june'tieih eif (Jrid Tre'iich with aneitJier t re'iicli a 
liail eif bullets proec'e'ded. ' Tliis rjede^i^bt wa^ 
eventually earried by a bombing party, but irt 
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w.o )la'.l not s\icc.ootlod in stonniii}' parts of t ho* hat 'tli‘Tn‘f<i and slu»\Ving tho rims tvf 

.•:u<*u(iQ<’onrl. ' West />f tin*!;; 'Sir Hrivry- > tlio sh^'ll-OniK'rs siicnvy wltiU'. C'oinbU's, a tlark 

i wlinsoir H troops soinirocl the fortiiiiHl helt. spt)t iii t}ui iniildli' of the seini-eireh' t)f fiory 

ilivarfy referred to bot\vet*ii Kiers and ^lartiii: eaused by th(' Abieit artillery, 

,rii(*h« Apai‘t from, tla^ failure ‘t«> ea.j>fur(‘ s<M*med des(*rled. * . , ^ • 

I Ji^eiitJecoiirU vietory iiad every where a.tti*!ldcMl While (he Kyeia'li ‘sUu'mtMl hre;jcieourt. and 

'•! ht' (d‘f<irts of,t he Alli(\s. .Slowly bdli surt'ly t hey di\sc*oiuled hit o^ the eenn‘t(‘ry mid thi' <:astern 

uero passhigdronl the basin of tiu' Somme inti> bouses of tlu' ruined town anil reaelu'd thiisi' to 
, Iwit ohthe Sehelijt. j* the*^iouth, our-tmops picked .( heir way .down 

Dwriilg tjid flight of tho 25th-2(>th the frorii the wood of Leu/^e anxl through**^ tjie 

*vi niggle went on. Tlie sky wil.s lit up from below abandoned wood of Jhaileauv. At 3. 1.5*a.in. 

by white flare’s, tlu'owifig a vi^d light over on the-2(>th a. strong patrol with maehine-guhs 



“CRUX SONT i:KS ANtJLATS*!'* 

T|4 meeting of Hrilish andJ'renohj'n the Village of Combles, September* 26, 1^16. 
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rtiaojied felio railway which ntri from the Sorninc 

iip th<? vaIU‘y aiul (‘nded iri (’omblcs. Through 

the ghjoiii thf*y saw figures approaching them. 

One of th(‘sf' iJrew near and recon noitredjt ' 

sout les AngliMs ! " lu' <Tied. Tin*** 

Alliens laid joined hands in (/onddes. 

'rilis tf)wn, vfhich 'b(*h>re 4 .he war liad eon- 
/ * * * * 
tained .*J ,000 inhabitants, had been, as it 

.were, an arstai^il for tin?. ('Jermans, at * the 
HaUlc of tlie Soiiinu'. AFtJst of the stcjrcs lm<F • 
Imsmi. prcN'ionsI;^: ■ removed, })n< more than 
'I.H()(» titles; i‘nnt\/ffnfun>^nwrrfrt\ an«I tlv)nsands 
<»t ri>iiiuls fif ^ art illery* amiminitiou and of • 
gnfiades were taken F>y tJie Jiritisli alone; 
Kighfing contifined in fh<* ruins and the caves 
under tin* \'illag<', but tJa; whole town was 
s(H»n ent ir<‘I.\" <*l(Mire^I of In ing t lerinans, 
'rii(‘ dead lying in hf‘aps bore yitncss to 
tijc terribie tdtects of I lie tire of the Allied 
guns. 

licsick's taking their share in the ca.])turo of 
( 'ombjes, J lie Krcnch in tlu' afterimon ol" tlie ■ 
IJtilh s(‘i/.ed a Muall MOod north Of kVegicourt 
halt-way to IMorval, and also the* greater part 
<»f tlie enemy’s fort iticat ions from this wood 

*, 

RUINS OK COMBLRS CHURCH. 



to »hp M-estern border of tlw wood of si 
Tierre Vaast.- ‘ • 

With tlie seizure of Morval and Lesbmur, 
almost the whoje of the high ground bet wee ,, 
the Albert-Bapaulne and’ IVTonne-Hapauie. 
roads came finally into the pos.session of ih, 
Allies. Tlie (hu-inans in. the ajiex of Ui. 
triangle Albert -Bapaume-lVronne won- (w(t\ 
wliero under tlie observation of tiui British 
I3osted on the captured heights. But on th. 
Pwinne-Bapaumo ‘road- the enemy was .stjfl 
entrenched dn Hill 148, just north of Jhin 
ecjurt, ami on Hill 153, east of Morval. Thev<. 
hills Wf‘re parts of a winding ridge, erucjiforu, 
in shape, on which SaillyoSailliscl and Saillis»*l, 
practically ono village, were, built, diie roatl 
to Bapaimie erossod the ridge anti \v(‘nt throimh 
ISailly, It then doseended to Be Tratisloy, rov, 
again at B/auU'iicourt, and thentv tiescendud 
tt) Bupaiimt'. Tilt' \'illagt*.s of .Mtirval and 
btLMils w’t'rt^ tin tlit' ('astern, slopes of Hill If)!, 
nortli of (iineby, and Wt're st'paraitnl from 
iSailly-Sallist'l by the ra\'inc up whitdi most of 
the garrison and guns in Coinblt's had bem 
withdrawn. 

In the t'arly hours of Tuesday, St*pt ember 
the. advance on (lufMidt'court was resumtsl. A 
lank had l>t‘en brought up in supjidrt of 
1 he ^ntantry. Jt w’as Especially useful at tin* 
point wlit'p* (hid . Trench, and (Jrid Sujifiort 
eros.st»d g]i<‘ ( iiiiehy roatl iii Iht* ruvhie, and in 
rediieiiig a strong jiosi at the south-t'asl t‘iid of 
the village. Wht^n this fell (.hieudt'court \\a-s 



COMHLES, . AS THE ALLIED ARMIES FOUNLD IT. 
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CHEERING A “TANK.” 


,>|)i‘iMlil^' <'nter<‘(l, and (JoO ])risoiu*rs M(*rt‘ lakon. 
^\'hiJ^* o\ir UH'ii wara naitidiii^ tii<‘in' up t lu*‘ 
'riuik ])rocot*(lc(l into the opoii ooniitrv, aixl, 
sonictJiiii^^ g<)in« .\\roiig wi1li its machiiuTV, 
it was snrroimdcd by the (iennans. wlio 
period it with l>oin})s, shot at e\’<n\v <‘hiuk in it; 

< ven eiimbed on it« roof, and lianiinerod at it 
\\itli tlie ])ut ts of tlu'ir ritles, thi- evrw niean- 
tiFiie l)ei-iig eiigJigc'd ijisidt*. in repairing tlie 
'Tank atut ’sliooting down its assailants, wji<» 
made la) inipression on it. IVissibly tla* 'rank, 
might have beeji (•ai)tnrad had not its plight 
been^ poreaivt^rl by our infantry who, issuing 
Irfan ..(Jiieudeeonrt , reseued it. Some 2.10 to 
‘too. dead* (lermans lay aro'nnd th(‘ 'Hink, 
<‘\ idenc*es of its effeefiv(^ tire. 

• Cava.lry patrols j/ushoil beyond t ht' villag<‘. 
O'lir line? from Morval to Cj|ueiuk‘c*oiirt ivow ran 
f)arall.el with the HapHniiR?*Peronne road. 

In the aftt'rnoon the (lerinaiis deboucdiing 
froiii Tifv Transloy flung thc*mselve*s on ont 
tn*iu*hes bet ween Unendeeonrt ‘and l:esb<i*iif.s! 
Cheekenl by shell and rifle* Are th(‘y were 

< harged wifh tla^ bayonet aral "flung baek ' in 

utter (tonfusifiii. Another .eyunter-at taek was 
directed on 1 hp. cuis tern .corner xjf rour<*ek?tte ' 
Iroin tile Warren of (dermiiii. tnaiehes between 
the siinke^n (^onreelette-Ee Sars road .and the 
Albert -Bapmi me .higliAvay. It w£i.s tem|x>rarily 

succes-sful, the enemy pcnetruthxg the out- 
^Idrts of the Villiige. The British troops rallied. 


a,nd bayoneted and bombt'tl the iutriak'rs. and, 
following in pursuit, bi'gan to eh;ar out the 
( h‘rmans from t hi‘ir dug-out s. * • 

Ihdween the Jhatish and the Peronne*- 
lhipa»nn<‘ roiwl still lay the larg(' v'illagi* of Lo 
'rransloy, from whieh flu* eount er.-aft atrk 
already narrated hail issui'd. 'Po reacdi L<» 
'ri*Jmsloy. aial 1 Im‘ highway our troops would 
laive to m()V»* down bare; slopes aiul then into 
an<l up th(' western face f»t’ t h(‘ ra\’in(* umka* 
the tire of the eneiTiy on t h<' Sailly-Saillisel. 
ridge.' Xi'vert heless, w'ith thc‘ .'\Ili<*s - also in 
Combles and the Freneh in Raue()urt , he 
(Jermanliold on the rraid north of Kaneotirt, on 
the w'()Od of St.’ Pierre \'a.asl arul on Kail I y*. 
Saillisel was bec*oming every hour mon* 
precarious. 

To tak(* Papa ume, • tin* capture of which 
w'cnikl ha.V(‘ a psychological, as W'eH as a 
strategical, eff(‘ci on the War, it was not,how- 
neet'ssary to move from tlie lu'ights <l()Wn 
the highway. At ( JiuMidecourt we were biit 
three* milc*s from the* edge of this important 
town. In the night .of the 2t>th 27th, Sir 
Henry Rawlinson [aished his troops from 
Flerf^ on J'ainefairt ^Abbhy(^ on the* roael from 
(lneiak*roiirt to Pi* Sars, through whieh village 
Tuns the Albert- HuiMuma* highway, ami during* 
the 27th we? crarried tr«m‘h(‘s norUi of Fl(*rs 
on a frbnt bf 2,000 yards, and gaim'd a foothoki 
tu th(! easf of Faiu'ourt I’Abbaye. ' Our lim^*) 
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TRENCH MORTARS FOUND- IN COMKI.ES VILLAtiE. 


irt th»' (if tli(‘ Iriam^N' AIIxm’! 

I'('r(Mini* iui\N' i'(*s(‘ii|1>I-(m| ai, poiiitawj (o- 

\\ Jifds 1 ijiphuiiH*. 

Hy ladi (ni ScpttMnlxT Mxi’icsnlts of 

I ofTcusivi! coiidncp'd by (lOiicrails lAi\'oII(‘ 
(i!i(| Haiw liiison Imd Ix'cn so ^rca< , iiiiil 1 lx*‘ 
f(‘s(ilt iiij^ position o( uiir f(.)r(*(‘s so fa\ ouniblc, . 
I Imf. Sir I )oii^Iiis I dofidixf I Ixd, t lu^ nunneul/ 
land now iirri\'iM| for Sii‘ riiil.xM’l ( Joii^Ii (o ]nish 
0*11 iiortliward in t Ix^ ‘din'ct ion of tin' Ancr‘\ 
ifiid dri\'o tlx* cnoiny out of d’}iicp\ ul uhd off 
tlx* lAiiiii rid^(‘ Yxdiiitfi (bait villain**- Vs tlx‘ 
ridn*' (•»nniii«nt.l('d tlx* miIIi'v of tlx* Ancrt' it 
iiaid Ix'cn* forti(i(‘d witli ]X’(‘uliai.r caira* hy tlx* 
(M'rinains, soiiu* of \\ hoin \\(’r(' still on tlx* odn«* 
of Vlonrpx*! Farm. In '^riiii*p\ ad, llx^ iSOth 
Jb'niiax'nt, coinf )i>s(*d of W’rirtcnilicrp’rs, |iiid 
lx‘(*n plii»“i‘d as (‘a.rly as St*pf (’ijilacr I ’Jit, wfx*n 
tlx* rail* Tor tlx* s(‘a. was hcnuminn- *^^n a|)pl(* 
orchard lx*for(* tlx* villain** fornx'd an ad\-anc(*(I 
-Vt tlx* •southern, (*iid of the riiiits \\a.s n 
yri'aif pilt* of r(‘d bricks and raiw cartli aill 
that rt'iuamx**! of a chab‘iu.i occ.u]‘i(*d by a 
(h*rinam l(‘nan( Ix'foiM* tlx* war. I ( ’ is sinniti- 
i*auit 1 hat , ^aci ordiiin to report, its h\rn(* ct*llars 
had bet'n inadt* before tlx* opening of Jiostilit ies^ 
Thex* et'll^irs vi'rt* the eeiitrall j>oijit of a vaust 
ladiyriiitli of tnnix'Js. ^Vll s<*rvt*«l for .'-JU'Iters 
•ml st »>n'honses. .V simki'ii romj. w’ith pas-;ftces 


to (*hJ<J.■(>ul^s ailoiin (*()nrs(', ran iiojt liw aiio 
from tlx* .ini(Jdl(' of Tliie^avad towairds \\ir 
, ^M^mi‘l(‘ry, Av hieh ai.s nsind was ai. fort re^-, m 
itr^f. On I fx* bai.rt^ ridyc* IxJiind and to tln' 
north of it, ail a'thousavnd ^’-sirds distane**, 
t*h*(^ ’Seh\N'ii.b(‘n Jb'donbt, air frnV*^*’'' 
nx'aisiirinn lU'arly TOO \ aifds lonn l>y -lOO wnii*, 
bjiilt in tlx^ fork of tlx* i'on*l*^ Jt'aidinn O-om 
. 'rrii(‘[»vai.l t(*> St- biei-n* J)i\ ion auid ( h-andeonrl , 
lioth \ illajk**s on tlx^ Aner»*. A thousand \ .uih 
(‘ast of it, and cv,>nn**t*t(*d with the Seli\\!d>'‘a 
U(‘donbt Ijy t Ik* Ib'ssian Tr(‘Uf*h, wars t he St nil 
or Stuf(‘n lvodbiiJ)t,. n^o'i’isoni**! by tlx* I.i;5rd 
<h*nnan ri*niou*nt^ 'l'lx*x* ’fortifieat i*>ns \\«*m 
furiiislx'd with . Jnnnm(*rabl(* nndernninn' I 
shelters. -From tlx* \N(*st(*rn *aid <>1 
St'liwiiben Hi'doiibt a maze t)f tr«‘nehes . d * - 
set*nded st(*ei)ly to tlR* rnint^ of St. l^i(*i:r(* I>I\ i^ai 
W't'lbt iinbert'd alleys eonhect(;d tlu* Seh\\al)*“Ti 
*and Stuff Eeihnibts with the \'illant**of (Jrami 
court in tjx^ Valley bt*low, -and a, eoupU* oi 
liUndn*d yards north (if tlx* St nil Ib'doubt w.i 
■ anot lx*r* r(*doubt ^ e*ii|l(*d “ 1^110; .Mound. II'' 
holt* fact* of. tlx* ridn<* down to tlx* Anero Iia i 
bei'n hollo\\(*d* out b\' tlx* (H*rinans duriiu- 
'their two \'ears' o(*f*upat i(»ii. .The*si^(* of tlx 
<*avt*.s (*onstriu*t«'d by t hV*pi may be gatlx red 
froln tlx* fact Jhat oix* ust*d as a dressiicj 
‘statioii an<i hospital font ain(*d/ 1 2f) bi'ds. 
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** 'f’mninii* ” <‘,itin* ()\«t no oii<* wonhl put up ft » 

1 hi- iM'-M wotilf! ;.'ln<ll\ o\<'r t«» llu-iii. 

Ainl on S<‘|)(«*nihor 2r>, whi n Sir Thniry Kawliu- 
Koii anil < iciioral Kayollr woro niakiiig thoir ^rc*at 
|)u.«,h and Sir llubi rt (kaivch was prcparin^^ liis, 
t ho following was |)t*nn(Ml })y an<>tli<*r nuin of 
Ihi* saiMi* rojiiini-iit ; — 

W'l- }irr tihnnl ii'i }ji»mi- iroiii t h<* t rr-ni-lu*-. 'ai of O'! in u 
ihm-Miu. Il iiol suifui-iu^j to hrjir that uhmi hio 
nil -if*;.'. tnrthi'V nn* 1**111 lo piiM-i‘« ; iniiiiy aro hurii'il aiid 
oi-M-t r <-1 *n '1 au-iin. It would ho hotlor if dormnii 

vvoiiji'u ^'irh could ho lau-o, for tho war would ^<'ou 

hi i)\ci ihi-n. 

It was frnni tin* Soiitli, from tin* \\'und(‘rw rrk 
to Moin|ii<‘t Farm, that Sir Ifiduat (Jou^li, on 
tho morning ‘>f thi^ 2<>th, dolivorod liis attjwdv. 
ddio captuni of ( aiiiroi'lrt t o, oast of tho /olh‘rn 
rodouht, had approoiahly li^litoip'd his task. 
Aftor a \'t*ry sovoro hom}>ardmont onr troops, 
follow in*.; hohiud tlio o\ or aiK anoinjjj barra.>>:c‘ 
and aooompaniod )w Tanks, <amo ovor tlio 
parai)ots of tiioir troiiolu's at 12.. ‘hi p.m. Tlio 
litiht win^, iiassin^r by tlio fiwv (Jormaiis still 
hiddon bonoatli tho out buildings of Alouquot. 
h^arm, whoso influonoo by tliis tinio was of but 
httio niomtait, madi* for tho /ollorn H<*doubt. 
in t hroo suof(‘ssivo wavos. As tlioy oliargod 
forwa.rd they woro unoxpootodly attaokod in tlio 


rear by eiioiny inaeliinc-guiis w hich had ho. ,, 
suddenly hoisted to tho surface at some ou* 
building of the farm. A working party . i 
pioneers w ho happened to be near droppoil th. i 
tools, and headed by a young oflicer un.! 
followed by other units, rushed for the 
cinplactMiient and forced a way into the dn 
outs. For six hours a desperate struggle w t*iit i .u 
in the ti’nnf‘ls and chambers below the farin. 
whi<*h stopped all attention of the garrison i,> 
outside matters. Finally our men emerg<.‘(l w tt U 
(Jermaii ]irival<‘s and an officer tuk. n 
])risoners. Meanwhile the /ollern Fedoubt 1 im,| 
b(‘en stornuut and prtqiared for defence* by **iir 
men. 

in Tbiepval its(‘lf the struggle was of tiu' 
tiia-c'est. From the apple oreliard ina.ehiiK^-jjini'v 
played on the advaneing infantry, while stn aiiK 
of bullf‘ts proceeded from tin* ehfiteau, lln^ 
simkfui road and the e(‘metery. Passing rmiml 
the eastt*rn side of tho village onr bonihers 
between it and the cemetery and then tiiriK'il 
back and cnt(*r(Hl Tbi(‘pval from the noi'tlicrik 
end. Slowly tho snrfac*e of tin* ruins wu*. 
c’onqnered, but nv impression could bo maili* mi 
the ehatcui-u. Suddenly, amid wild clu‘eriii>: 
from onr miui, a Tank ho\’(^ in sight, its ^\in< 



WITHIN A HUNDRED YARDS OF THIEPVAL, 



THE TIMES HISTOHY OF THE WAR. 


307 



BRITISH ADVANCE TO ATTACK. 


tlieir hardest. A hail of .sliot pattered 
inctTeetually on its sides ; bombs burst on them 
tml. did not penetrate. Nothing eould stop its 
nnward inoveimo'iit. It charged the mouial of 
nd- brick and earth ; and tin* garrison of tli® 
Isolated chateau <l(\spairingly .surr(‘nder(Ml. 
Allot h(u* 'J"ank which had rend<‘r(*d good servi< <^ 
sn'lied an obstacle over hicli it couhl not 
'■lanb. It halted and became* for tin' nojie<* a 
'tatioiiary fort. 

'rii<* WuirttanlM'rgt'rs driven from tin* surface 
took refugi' in tlieir tunnels and caverns, amt 
tor hours tlit* fight- went on witJi bomb, knife 
•aid liayonet. Loud cries mingled with tlu' 
'ouiicl of the exploding bombs gave testimony 
to i]i(» deadly nafun^ of the strutrgle. Night, fell 
l»ut lirouglit no cessation of the <*ontest. Hy tla^ 
liL'iit of electric torches our men hunted the 
‘Micmy from one lair into another, and it was 
tint till 8. MO a.m. on \Ve(ln(‘sday tlie 28th that 
1 lii* fival was finally in our hands, d’he Cr*rmans 
i‘‘‘d believed that it was impregnable. Jt hail 
n defemled, not by raw' levies, })ut by some 
nt those troo|)s wdio in August, 1014, had swept 
victorioiLsly through Belgium and who had liad 
''■any months in which to prepare? their strong- 
holds without much interruption by fighting. 

The cemetery of Thiepval, tlie Schwaben 
hedoubt, and the Stuff Redoubt, with the 
trenche.s binding them together, liad still to be 
carried before the siunmit of the Thiepval 
-alient would be securely held. From this chain 


of fortified wfirks the enemy d(‘seended again 
and again into the ruins of tht' villagi', eaeli time 
being beaten back with heavy loss. On the 27th 
we resumed the oflensive. Tlie south ami w(»st 
sid(\s of t]ic‘ Stuff Redoubt W(‘re carried, together 
with th<? treiK'h eonncM t ing it w ith th(‘ Schwaben 
Ki'doubt. During the afternoon th(? latter was 
assault I ami, in spite of despf‘ra.te rt'sistaiiee. 
Die south(‘rn face of it was ea pi uri‘d and our 
patrols pushc‘d to tin? nortJu*rn face and towards 
St. I*ii‘rre I)ivi4>n. 'I'Ik? next flay (Sept4‘mbi*r 28) 
our guns conccuit rat 4‘d on thi? e(Mm*t(‘ry of 
Tlii p\’al, tin? Schwalica Redoubt, and Dm? 
neighbouring work known as tin? Crucifix. A 
Thnes corresp<)iid«*n1 who was jircscnt- gave a 
graphic. d(‘scri])t ion of Die liarrage cd’ guiidir<i 
ami tlie subsecpienti assault : — 

Uoyotid till* little c v" «>1‘ trees aiui iilnttltMi 

|mtch of ground whieli are all that (hero is <if '^I’liiepv.i I 
wo saw thu reL;ion of tlie (’eini*tery iiuirUed by ariotlier 
siniill Company of tattered tree--,tuinp'^ an<l ail the ri^<^ 
l>eyon<l wdicro the ('ncifiv was and the Ib-donhi lav, 
disappear in an iietant. hehiiid the dreadt iil veil. 'The 
barrage lifte<l for a moment, and we knew that i >ie 
infantry wero goin ;4 into that, hell fif smoke and tin> and 
death. Wo saw tho elond s[)read northward as <)iir j^ini'^ 
increased their ranine to fio^iticais heyond, aial, as the 
wind drifted tho smoke away, the rr-^ion on W'hieh onr 
storm had first liroken eamo out peacefully info the 
sunlight a^iiin. Our rnrui fowl ^ouo heyemd it. 

J'rcsontly on that sarrio ri‘.i{ion the efierny’s shells be^ari 
falling — sure sign that it was our ground now atal not his 
-and still tho tide of battle moved on. Iwer iiorthwarfl 
tho curtain of onr bursting shells pa-sed steadily, until it 
engulfo<l only tho farther side of tho Kedonht and dov^n 
to tho (lennari first line <tn tlio Anere ; and there it iiurig. 
Betwexm it and \ih tho enemy’s shells dropped in ineroa*- - 
irig numbers, on Thiepval, on tho ground which our men 


:5(»s 


TIIH TIMES IITSTOTiY OF THE WAR. 



IHE CAVALRY LINES ON THE SQMMK. SFPTFMHER. 1916. 




THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


809 


I ; I jiisl swopt o\ or, 1111(1 0,1 lar^'o over tho iniddh- di'>tftnoo 
,,..1 tho foro^roiiml of tlio pii.nui'o. But always tho 
, , tiT'o of t lio H^ht at tlio farihor sido, whoro tho last. 

from tlio hi^h gnjund of tlie ridgo goos ikiwn to 
,1 vjiII(\V. 

Will into tho aftoriionu wo watched, and then wont, 
li, meet thf^ wounded, to seek jn'i-nnors, to find auyon*' 
could tell ns of what, was happening Ix'liiiid tho fiall. 
f still know nothin:; dotiniti* hoyond wliat we saw 
,,,11-clves. VVo broke thi*on;.>li (li<» po.-ition at I lu' 
( iiiott^ry and stormed into tho Jt(*douht. Kighting 
lii. rc afipears to ho still going on. All tho ground troni 
|i, n' down to tho valley is a mazf^ of (renehes, tho tJerinaii 
h,,ijt lino wliicli ho has htdd for two yi'ars and all tho 
Kij]»f)orl, lines and eomninni(‘ation trenches and strong 
IH.ints witli which in that time hti has suppliod himself. 
Aiiioiig thosf! trenches and along the front, lino tlu‘ struggle 
.till rages, and British soldiers aro finishing I h(» task. 
K.ilf don(‘ yos|(‘rday, which (Jeriiiany for two years lias 


IkiptMiiiK'. and. in pla.et's, but two inilt's from 
tli(' Bapatimo- IY mmuik' liigjliway, a section of 
w hicdi trom Hant'oiirt soiitbwards to h<\vond 
H<.>iielia\'esu(*s liad b(H'n seenred by our Allies. 

Oil the m^ening of Si'[)tenib('r 27, it haviiii' 
been diseov(‘r(‘d that in the neighbourhood of 
( ’oiirec'hd tc* \M' had broken through the last line 
ol the (lia*iuaii eulnniehed pejsitions, some 
Canadian ea\'ahy wta’e promptly dispatehtMl to 
l*ys, a hamlet. betwiHMi tht' Anere and la' Sars, 
the last village forln’ss hloekin^^ the approach 
to 13apauuu' by tlu' Alb(*rt-Bapaumt» road. 
Two lieultoants and 21 troopi'rs proeei'ded 
straiglit up fin* road itself. ’^Plio next morn- 





fr anadxan official plutlttaraph. 

CANADIANS ADVANCING WITH PICKS AND SHOVELS READY TO DIG 

THEMSELVES IN. 


l>cli(‘vod that, no tnmps emild cvi'r do. AVlujUier they 
liiivo yot .^uccooded or not, and whether this I.ist corner 
of tho ridge is ours, wo shall know to-night. 

When the sun si't tin? ruins of tlio <!emot<'ry 
\MTe in the pfissession of the British, and we 
liad also p(»netrated into the Schwaben 
Ih'doiibt. 

iiy the 28th the prisoners captured liy tlio 
Ih-itish in the fortnight’s fighting amounted 
to 10,000- Sir Hubert Gough and Sir Henry 
Kawlinson had reached most of t lieir objectives. 
Almost the whole of tho summit of tho ridg<* 
tt'oni above Thiepval to Morval and beyond 
were in the possession of tho British. Wc* 
’ooked down on tho valley of tho Anerc? from 
the south side, we were within tliree miles of 


ing two patrols locati'd (h^rmaiis in H'stre- 
moiit Carrn, whicli was a mile Ix'yond our 
trenches and IlOO yards south-west of Le Sars, 
on t he Albert - Bapaume road. 'rb(*r(' w as a 
skirmish, in whieli one ('anadian was killed 
and a si'coiul woundi'd. Another patrol dis- 
eovi‘red enemy units between [..e Sars aiul Bys, 
anil still anoth(*r threaded its way across the 
Regina trencli, wliich ran north-west of (Viurcx'- 
lette and parallel to tb(‘ Ba|)aum(' road ne*Hrly 
as far as Sars, but was drivM*ii bac‘k by 
snipers. As a consefjueiiee of the refxirts 
furnished by the Ganadian <*avalry, a Toronto 
battalion on Thursday. Septeinlier 28, a<K'anc<*d 
a thou.sand yards to the north-east of Gourcc'- 
lette, while a New Brunswick battalion estab- 
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lislM*cl floHO to tho soiitti of tlio I'iogiiiA 

troiu-h. A Moritn^il Imttalion also took part, 
ill thoso op<‘rat ioMH, tlifJ macliirif*-finiis of a 
Jiri>rafl<* protfctiii^ its flank. (kTiiian details 
coimter-a.f tackin^4 \\er(‘ wiped out hy the Hr<‘ 
of the latter. The Morden Battery assisted. 
1'hrc*e of its ^uns were hit, and some easualties 
in<*iirn‘d. 

\Vhil»* the Ciinadiaiis at tlie point of junetion 
between (he armus t)f Sir Hubert (lough and 
Sir Henry Bawliiison were wt'dging ( iiems<‘lves 
in north of the Albert - Bapaume road, tiu* 
(ieniiJUir^ to the west, of ( \>urec*letl e elung 
dei^perately to t h(‘ nortla rn <*dge of th<‘ Thiopval 
salient.. On the 2Sth, when the fine wt^ather 
br«>ke up and rain began to fall we ha.d, a.s 
a.lroa.dy <leseiibe<l, <*a.pture(l the Thit'pval 
ec'inetery, and brok<‘n into the soutliern face 
of tIu' SehwalxMi Bedoubt. During tla* night 
of (lie 2Hth*21)th the (h‘rnia.ns slielU'd heavily 
the lost, positions, and onr boinb(‘rs were at 
work on the reniainder of the rfxlonbt aitid in 
the ir<‘ssia.n trench, which conne(;ted it with 
the eaptun*<l Stuff B<Mloubt. 

The next day, Krida.\', S(‘pt"*itd)er 2th rain 
fell in tornnits, ))uf the fighting still w(‘nt on 
at t hcf^e points. A eouiiter-at t a,<*k (lr<»\ <* ns 


from a section of the Hessian trench, 1,,^. 
later in the day this was recovered. A sin . 
company in the morning had stormed De^ii 
mont Karin, which formed an adv'anctMl 
to Le Sars. Four miles away to the ea^^t s;, 
Henry Kawiinson’s troops had oeenpii'd :.in) 
yards of em^my trenches in the direction ,.! 
the Bapanme-Foronnt' road, while betw.i: 
Morval and Fregicourt our Allies u, r 
approaching that chaussee. Morv^al had h. , , 
handed over to the French in order to faeilii u. 
thtar advance on Sailly-Saillis(d. 

Th(‘ activ ity exhibited by t lu* Allif'd art ill* r\ 
v\a< maintained on Saturday, S(‘pt(‘iubri* :;o 
'Idle (Jei-man guns replied to th»* best of tlu i* 
ability during tin* night (^f S«‘ptembt‘r 2lf ;in, 
h<M^v'ily sladliiig our bat t le-fi-ont south of ili. 
Anc*r<‘. It was the ])relud<' to v iokuit count • ! 
attacks in the vieinit-y of tln‘ Stuff Bedfail>t 
and the Ht‘ssian t-rtuieh. 'Phc* last of theju w.i> 
deliv'ort'd at o a.m. on S(‘ptember ‘50. Al uudu 
v\e again adv'a.nced aiul gained tlu* v\ holo »»: 
the trench with the (*xception of a 
se<*tit)n w'liicli was atta.ched to the simkon rn.i.l 
t-o ( Iraiulcoiirt on tlu' Anei'c*. ddus road had 
IxM'n (Mit renelu'd and entany r<*i?d‘orcena'nt - 
were constantly as(*ending it from ( irandeom ! 
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!<► tlio (ieniiaiis in the Sch\val)(‘ii Kedonbt, 
H«‘ssian treia^li and Retina ti’ench ])r('viously 
nfern'd to. On the French front, progress ]ia<l 
hf(‘n niad(‘ nortli of Haneonrt hy grc^nade 
ii»g. 

rp to tin’s date th(' gains of tin* Rritish since 
Sfptemhcr 14 had h<‘(‘n as follows : * 

The ninnb(*r of prisoners <*{ipt.ured liad 
''Uolleri to ^thT^h"). We had seeun'd 27 eni'iny 
1 : 11 ns. 40 trench mortars and ov't'r 200 niitraiU 
Of tlu‘ .4S ({(‘riiian Divisions— whi<*h 
«0 tiill str<Migth would havt* numbered about 
1 .■)(), 000 infantry — no less than 20 had hail 
t«» la; witlidrawn in an exhausted or brokt*n 
"tiite. The half-moon of ufiland ground south 
tlie Ancre with every lieiglit of imj)ortan<*e 
Iwid been carried ; w(» had now dina-t obscTva- 
tnni to the cast and north-east ; and the enemy 
lwi.d becai driven back u[)on Jiis fourth line 
Ix'hind th(* low ridge just west of the Ihipatime- 
h»ronne road between Bapaume and L(5 
I ransloy. 

'Hie importance of the three months' offcnsivi^ 
however, not to be judged sohdy by the 
<li-tane(^ advanctxl, but had to be gaugtxl by 
ilic <'ff(*ct u[)on th<' (Jerman numbers, mat(*rial 
'Owl moral. Hindenburg had been obliged since 
^♦•pternber 15 to reinforce the Crown Priiu'c of 
^ Bavaria with twelve new <hvisions or roughly 

* S(»o further Ollieial Surninury of Oetoln‘r .‘i. piihlishecj 
‘ V'/jc Times of (^etober o. 


lOd.OOh infantry, of which s(‘ven divisions liad 
})(‘en launched against the* troops of our Xt*w 
Army. ^Fhe enemy had used up his resi‘rves 
in ri'p(*ated costly and unsu<*c<*ssful count er- 
a.t tacks without causing tlw‘ Allic*s to relax 
t h(‘ir st»‘ady and m<‘thodica.l pn'ssure. Slw'llt'd, 
bomlw‘d and bayonetc'd from villages, woods anti 
trenches which their engirwers laid fondly 
belie\cd tlH\\' had ren(|<*red impr(‘gnable, the 
({ernnins were at last Ix'ginning to doubt the 
gain of any tleeidc'd victory. Some (extracts 
from lettc'rs or dairies found on prisoners at tin.-, 
time will show their fej'lings. One unfortunate 
wrote : - 

We are ueiu.ill\' till the Soiiuiw! u^.itwsl t tie 

KiiKli'itw Yew tail no longer full it war, it is mere 
niiinter. , . . "riie slan^titm* at Vpre^ nml tlie batti** 
ill the ^OHVi‘1 pit at Hnlliieti were tlie purest ehilil’s jilay 
eoiiipare<l wit h this massaeiv, uinl that i-j rmieli too rnilii 
li ileseription. 

We are h»*re now on I lie Sornine in siieh an arJillery 
fin' as I have not expiTierw-eil indeed, no one has in 
the whole war. there is mine ; w'^e lie in a sln’11- 

hole and ilefeiid onrsf‘I\es to t Iw last man. He who 
<*onn's out of thi.s fir-e ran thank thid. It’.s fri^jjhlfnl; 
siM'li a murder lu're. 

I have not been thi'ough anything like it in the whole 
war. It may well bo ealled .sheer hell. It is unendui'able. 

Another in hospital .said : We are already sick 

of llie damned war. . . . My feelitig about it 
is sucli tliat if I tim to go back F shall s(‘rv’e for 
three weeks and tlam get ill again, for fhert' is 
no object in fighting any mor(‘.” Here is a 
picture of the conditions under which some of 
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Ih«* »n'-i of Uu‘ SI il > 1 « ‘iTtii H ’Jin forlr«*ss«‘s 

u <*ro li\ : 

I’fn- u ill' i'y III wliicli \M‘ imw ,110 i-. ( ^ncU 

<'•111 riK'l I'l I. ... hi il Jin' ji.lvo n. niM'‘liiiii' lthii jmmI its 
• i'<'\v dl' fiHir iin M, t \\ n -••iitiK -. <iiu< \N'<iiiii«linl, fu<» iih'h 
W illi <jirr|.T |•^■•'• III - , I . I 1 1 KM I wild lin\ <• Id-t 1 Ikm r w ji\' - 
II !l In-i* ;*!> iikmi. TIm* i.>;ill<'i'\' i-; lull tUmi ld|» (<» 

li'HidMI, riltM-f .in* I \\ d till Ml ^Itllll.' dll I'V IM\ dt lior '.li'p 

df I hi- -.tair-J. I'Im’ an* 1-, t•Ml^tllll\• luid aiul }k»(, a.- iIkmi* 
I’j iid |ii-d|MM' v<Mit ilai idii. . . . Wo liuNi' Id liv<* Ikm'i^ 
liir l<iui' <la\ S"\(>ral dt ii-, w« r<' ill, aial tr<*-vli mr w*!.--. 
jidf Id In* had. W jlari* iiol s( irK lair I a mu Is dii( siMo | ho 
(Mil ranoi'. tdi’ imkmii\' airriKMi nr<’ odiil iiituills' dti tlio 
wjttrli. .Mti*! ihc n»lill<M\ vwooiis ( h(< <Mif raiiccs wilh 
sli ra I It K ‘I. * 

^^osl of till' ])ri>oiuTs coittpliiiiKMl of tlic' 
suporioi il \' of fl\i‘ .VJIiiMl aviniu'ii. 

I'll. •n- an* mi> lii'tirlios in | hi* fi’diil Iin** jio'^ilidii. "Fho 
nil'll ho td il !nr:_'o o\lonl 111 '-holl-hdlo"-. I'Ik' <'1k’Iii\' 
aaiaidi'- • !• "^1 oin 1 in a In'Il-'IiI nt uhoul SI) iiiolros mid 
liro dll llioin with nunhino ••iiiis and snnial with horm. 

I ho oiu'Iiin's axialdr- aio Itu’ ''ii|ioridr, ov|>»'<*iiill y ill 

II mil ho r^. ( )iir aim ion a ro pnw o» lo^v; nud art< jail In Ih^ht 
iis '^ddii .0. I III* oiiom\ maohiiu'^ a|>|M'()ai*h oni‘ troiioh 
Inio^. 

Ori'ii -.loMiillx’ It. ( Jornimi i’(‘licv<M{ lii*^ miiul witli 
ll\st»'rim\l tuiil fotnir nliusi* ; - 

N\ 0 will Mill ^j'.no dill in d{i*iitt \ ill.hiidiis oiK'tny, hut 
ilo'.ird\' o\or\ I htOLT that ooino', into t>iir hatnh', fOr I ho 
|•dwaI■d(^’ hlaohoiiatih -00 that thov oaiiiidt d<i aiixthiii' 
with n-^ III t lu' tr(*iu'lu'^, atid ■«.d iidw' thi'ii' iiiionift hii\'o 
to tl\ to dll!' tdw iw and t horo dt'^troy mir jnmr iniidi'i'iit 
w dinon and uiirh ti \ ('i \ ^haniohil J»^dot'^‘^lnlLI i»ii tho 

l/aa ■//< /• f > ‘nt > ' f it 1*1 . 


jiart ()1 (ho onwa.rdI_\' hla.okynnird'-. and oik* wIikIi w 
-( and td llioir (‘n'dil lat(*r lai. Ihi*. (ha.nU ( Idd, wi' < 
'ay thal wi* ha-vi* not Jod niir h'a I horland aL.'’iin'l |" ■ 
w'/anon and ohildron, hn(. with an iron fist havo i,ti - 
our w<*af>dns in tin* fijjhf ajriinsf (h<* Vf*noni(ais ho t - ■ 
mir oiioiny and laivn iinhly and jintly dofi ml''! • 

Ka.t hi'rland . ami so that wt* hnjx* a. \io(diidio and l,i fii' 
j»oa.. (‘ may on - no. 

’Xo (lo(il)f tlio sljMJu:ljf (‘I* of unolTciitliiJo- Urilid 
on Isiiul by Zoj ij xdiris or on >i*a !• 
siibinjiriiK's wti.s, iu lliis o^^rt'^^ioiis p(‘rsoti's (•>• 
romiiicncltilili*. Tbit In' Itow Is like ii. 
tlo^ wlicn Ills o^^ T^ pno|)h‘ siilTor. 

As H iimtlor of fact, lio\v('\<‘r, oiir ninia i 
never intentionally bomlit'd eivilians. 'I'ln > 
bad other W'ork to do. ‘‘h^'or f‘\(*rx' on* Nl^ 
inacliine," wrote tlie British 1 leaibf (fail or '^hd 
on Oi tober d, that suee(‘eds in erossmi: 
front it is safe to sa\' tluit 2(M> Itritish inacba ' 
4*rf)ss the enemy’s.” 

'The Ki-<*neh military aiithorif ies, '• < 
siimmeil nj) the situation at t lie end of Septi :• 
bcT, They t)oint(*d out that at tin- ti ;* 

of the eommen(‘emeiit of the Somme otYeii 
the (Germans had ]>o.ssess(‘d two main bir 
fort itieat ions. TJie first, from oOO to 1,'“" 
yanis in depth, was hasnd on the. poweif’ } 
organized positions nf 'I'liiipval, fY\ iller.- 
Boiselh^ Frieoiirt, .Mamotz, (.'urhi, Krisc' (*n '' 
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ugie, Doinpicrre-, Fuy and SoyiVt>nrt, and 
t^iij^led of *fi series of parallel treipdies — 
,ally three in number — Indween whieli were 
LniiK'rablo shelters for men, niaehin(*-guns 
1 amininwtioiu Ihdiind it eaiiie a second 
of positions frojii (Irandcourt on the 
through iV)zieres% *the two ins, 

!i;jCoeval, < hiillenioiil, ^ ^laurej)a.s, and across 
Somme to H('rbecourf, an<l from Ht'rbe- 


c-ourt southwards through Asr^c'\illt‘rs and 
lh»lUiy eu Sfutterre to. Ablaima^urt. H«»t^\et‘U 
thedirst and second lines were in places systems 
of iiitermediat i» trencla*s, amj aloiiuj i he \\hol«‘ 
front of tlie s<‘coud ,barrit*r ran ^^■.ide barbtMl- 
wire taitanj^leiueiits. Karthi'i* back wen* 
scries of other organi/at ions const nicte< I <luriiig 
t he battit 

Such had been I Ik* tremendous olJstacl<‘s 
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GERMANS, CAPTURED BY THE FRENCH, PASSlNtJ THROUgH A TRENCH 
UNDER THE EYES OF THF, BRITISH. 



TTMES HISTORY 


THE WAP 




. 1 ^ «(r*' ^ 


XT 


0 


7 **-. 


... ,*’'*( 


M 


k 



* . -• 

n • 

'■ * ' . j* 


’■' i ■ ■., ■-.•v . 

.’t ■ »- _ • ■;»*>!* ■■:;■ ■ '■ 

1 ',.■■• 

1 

. ^ /* .''C: « ‘ • 

Irtik ' . . 

> ■%' 

' • . * ■**^ - 1 






Ol/icui! />lr‘ 


DKAWINC^ WATER 

I OK 

COOKINO. 

ri('< j [»y lln' Kriti-^h j 

UK 1 h’t'riirJi t)ll t hr 

srr( )JK 1 

1 liur U;hI 

Ix'i'U orrupird. I'^ruiii Srj,i 

'2~t tiniil. Jill 

1 h(‘ fii s< <ui(l t hr 

]n v 

< »n\N iU’ds 

t hr Allirs Juid rouiinurd 1 

ujrr’n.1 rr\ 1 »;n ( ol 1 hr scmmumI oI’ 

t hr liiK's lind hrrii 

<J'trn.si\r. 

aiilly j)ru\'inu- t hrii* .supMi*' 

j'jirriril 1>(‘( wrrn July 1 ^hhI 

Jul\ h. |»r<\N<*ru 

oV<T t lir (‘1K*1U\' 

f»(J\\<‘ru July 1 aud Srpl 

J ill\ (» .UmI Sr I »t ri 1 1 1 irr .‘5 1 Ih 

• i ^-maiiK Irr nl' t hr 

luM* IT 

, 1 hr l^ rrurli ahair., r(»nl iiiunl. t hr »ir| 


>K 








. , ■' C, ^5^ 










DINNER-TIMK ON THE ANCRE. 





THE TIMES HJSTOliY . XJE THE WAli. 316 


1 tlikoTi 30,000 uii\N"<)Uii(lt‘(l iiiu! 4,r»0O 
ijiulftl ])risuii<'r'^, and had c‘a pt iiihmI 144 
\\ hi(’*h iiu>r<‘ tJiaii half wan* luNivy piaaas, 
lUinhar of t r»*Ti( h ars, ahoul .*>00 inacdiiiu*- 

vast (piaiititias of shells and a. c•apfi\l• 
llooii. 4da* ^Vllias liad c*ou(pa*r<‘d a. zone of 
iiilorv (*onsid(‘i’ahI\’ ai-ralai* than that won 
the (Jarmans aflt*r six months' li^htin^^ a: 

> Ihdtla of X'ardnn. I’p to Saj)tamh«‘r 17., 
Irss than 07 fn*sh di\isions and 17 frash 
.,iiia.Uon>< had h(‘aii opposed ta) tham. 4'ha 
I* at<‘r part of 1 has(‘ divisions* and hattalions 


Si‘ptamhar I7,,o|; with t lu' aparations <^f (I(‘*naral 
-Miahalar's Army hatw i'an .Vhia iiiaoiirl and 
(^hilly. Sinai" Sapt amber 17 the 1'7’i‘nal 
north of t hi“ Somme. had» »vs related, c*a|)turad 
Ihmaonrt, and t ha\" w^'ra now on the outskirts 
t>f Sa,illy-Sail.isal, while '(Jt'naral Miihalar's 
thrust east w aids had I’andi'rad it mort* and 
more ditliaiilt for t ha anam\’ to maintain himsi'lf 
in the area west of the; S«)nma* from .Ahlain- 
iM>iirt t hronixli llarlaux to l'i'‘roin\‘‘ In t h^* 
liia<*has ration. (lanaral b'a\olla's troops wi'i'i 
alra^^d^' ill tlu* south wastai-n t‘n\’irons o 




hh /ojv !</>;/. 


SORTING TIIR- MAII, FROM HOME. 


laid lK‘an drawn from saidors where no battle 
was in- jiro^n'.ss. ‘‘ ddia Ihittla of the Somiia*,’' 
said the I"'n‘nah rapoit, ‘* has dastro\(*d thi* 
( If'iMnan will to i-oncpiar before \*arduii. As t ha 
Sonimd battle has developed the (Jarman 
attacks on Verdnn have lieeome weaker and 
weaker, and the (Jarman troops that were 
<‘one(‘iitrate< I before the ^reat Kri'iieh easti^rn 
fortress luivt' elibed away rejrularly toward Hie 
Somme. Hatter still, with the development 
ot the Somme battli- tlie eiuniy before N'erdnn 
soon- (‘handed from the offensive t the 
defensive.” 

4’h»‘ Kreneh report, it will be perceived, did 
Uot deal with* the moment ons fighting siueu 


IN'ronne, and from the east of ( Merv and fr«>in 
Houchave nes t4ie\' v\<‘re v\'ilhin .^t nUiiig ilist aicM* 
of Mont St. C,)uentiM. the nort lietn Ivey to the 
city. 'The points of the blarles of. as it were, 
a pair of sei.ssors, which crossi'd at Iodise, oii 
the Somme, were closing, and iN'-ronne, like 
Hapamne, might he expected in the near 
fntnre to be eut off ainl comjielled to siirn-ndi*!*. 

Whether, however, I’enmne and I4ii])aimie 
were sec^ired iiiatti-red eomparat ivelv little. 
In this warfare of attrition the gri-at ipiestioii 
exeri-ising the minds of tin* Staffs on both sides 
was how' to reduce the opponent's effectives, 
l/ntil the enormous forces yet at- the liisposal 
of 1 1 ii id e n 1 ‘ r i a 1 1 >' reduced 

. ^ i i_i^H ^ ^ V ’ 




, • pho!. QPtipi', 

INDIAN <:AVAI-RY DISPATCH, RIDER COMINi; BACK- FROM PEERS. 

Road*makers are at. work among the wreckage of a wood. ‘ * 


by casiiaUit^s it was idle for th(' Allies to exf)ert* 
dt •cisivi* ^’ict.ori<‘s. 'riu* t'rankfurter Zeittui<t 
of S^c^[)t<'ii\b(T 27 boldly assert that in strati*^> 
thu Kritt'iib' find won’ iiothiiiff. Tliis wa> a. 
eritieisio deriv<'I\ from t-ho ^tudy of t)ld wars. 
wlu*n bat t-les.wc‘r<* d(*eid<*d by positions 

or oiMtlankiii}^ them.. Dut, l)y Sept<*inl»er. 

1 be test to be applied wlieii eoiisidi*rin^ 
the result nf . iC ba.ttb’ \\a.s* almost, an a.rith- 
. in(*tieal one. Had Wxr balance of <'t‘b*eti\ os, 
wt'apons, ji.iid munitions shifted -as a r<‘siilt of 
the strO^j/le ? Applying this tt*st to the 
Ibitlit) of llu‘ Somm<‘ from July.l to Sep- 
UMiibor th<‘ answi*r yas niu*<|hi\'t»eal. The 

writc'r ii^ tla^ t'rankfurtvr Zedumj might ath'ge 
that 1 1 indi*nl)ui-g's ealm (*onrse ha-il not 
“ swt'rved a Jiair’s bre^idtii from it*s inteiuletl 
path": but if I hat <*re triK*. ahylwidthe l>e.tt,le 
*of \’*efd an subsilled and th«' (Germans, iifler t heir 
prodigious lossi's, abaudoued their olTensivo ? 

'ria* movements njf tjie (h'rimfn forces in tlje 
,A\'e>tero t.lieutre of v\ar. during the Hattie of 
th(' Somme also told a signiti’eaiit tale. At this 
Vpoeii th«* (‘uemy appears .to have had in the 
fitdd lth‘l divisions, of vvliieh 117 eon.'^istt'd of 
tlin't'. .“iT of four I'eginu'iits, th<‘ remaining lit* 
being of various sizt's. Ono hundred and 
twenty 4our divisifuis. had been. statioiuHl on 
till* Western fr<»nt. N.o\\', at yie ?)eginiimg 
of the Hattie of the Somme, from July 1 
to .fid.y'" th the 2a mill's long line, of eii- ’ 
trenehmentt; had ]>eeii lield ]>y 1 .divisions. 
From * 1111 * loth to the, end of .Tuly„ 15 of 
them vyere withdrawn and replJiin'd hv 12 


fresji ones. In the -last wei'k of Augnsi .no 
fewer tlian 20 divisions wiTe simtllled fmm 
one position to anotlier on tin* front of hivlj Ir. 
a.nd in the tliird week of Septi'inhi'i* six di\ ision.-. 
vyere brought up to the Somme from oilili- 
positions between . Ostend * a,nd Mil lhau-en, 
amil sov^en itivisions retired and six divisions 
which were resting dispbiced. Sihiult aneously 
two divisions were withdrawn from lh(‘ ^^'rdllll 
region. One vs n-s sent, into ( ’lumipagtH', nnil 
the'otlii'i' into Helgium. 

It is obvious that’if llindeidiurg li.id nn|. 
lieeii obliged by din* neee.ssity Ju* woilld never 
Jiiive imposed tlio immense labour inv o]\«d in 
moving these masses of troops to and fm, 
e>peciiilly w hen his object w ii.s not tt» fight aii 
offensive hut a defonsiv’o battli'. It mii>t, 
moreover, he reiOi^mhored that the cxlra- 
ordiiuirily I'omplieiited ehanieter Of the lihes 
nortli iviid south of the Sommi* rendered it 
juost iiiiid visa hie suddenly to s<*nd new' troop- 
to garrison them. In the i^truggles of eai'li* r 
periods otlieers and men eould ipiiekly under- 
stand the features of av position which tliey v\ere 
r-jifU-tl upon at a moment's notiee to oceupvj. 
hut. liere .the mai'.es of tiinni'ls and trciiehis. 
aind’ till* thousaiMils of dug-outs, reipiired to 
he t^tudieil fiar days liefore their taetieaxl value 
eould he fully ai^nuec^iavteil. To rush, men 
ignor.iint of the loeality into the labv linthiirv 
entrenchments vvtvs to' court disa^iter. ' ' 
Tlie tiuitli was tFiat the initiative in tlie 
We.stern theatre liad-at jast from the 

Cerinans to tlie Allies. . 


CHAPTER CI.XXVI. 

PERSIA AND THE WAR. 


I’lOHsiA ANi> ITS Population — An (^utunu Pkhsian History History c)f tiik Hiutish 

( ‘ONNKXION— TiIJ 5 ShKRUEYS - JoilN KuTON ]»KKSIA aNO THE XapOUEONK' \VaRS TrKATV OF 
ruRKOMANCHAI- RuSSIA AND JnDIA- NaS 1 R-UI>-I)|N ThK HeNEFITS OF HrITISM INTERVENTION - 
HurnsH Concessions — Murder of Xasjr.i d-Din- ‘ Sister Mu/apfer ’— Hevojjition of 
IDOI)— The (\:)nstitution- Defosition of AFouamed Am The Anouo- llrssrAN (\)nvention 


DF IHO/' - I HE fMMfPHiES OF INFI.UENCE I'OLIT 

nE(iENcv (iF Nasir-uu-Mulk — M R. Shuster' 
Intrioue: Persian “ Xei trauity in 191 I- ' 
Miuitarn' I^X'Ents in 191.1 and 1910 — Sir Pi* 
<»F War. 

I X ail varlivr chaptor, “ Tliv Invasion of 
('haldoa,"* soiao pagos ^^oro dovotod 
to an account of Hu? British connexion 
with the Persian (hilf. extending over a 
jifiiod of three eonturios. This touelu?{l the 
t'ririge of a larger question — tlu? relati<ius 
h(*< Wi^<*u ( heat Britain and the ancient kingdom 
«‘i Persia but touelied only tlie fringi? of it ; 
tor though the northern shore of the (hilf is 
ihostly Pi*rsian territory the soutluTii shon* 
is not, and th(‘ .eoiitrol by (Jreat Britain of 
\Naters and shor(?s i.s mainly a. maritime 
‘joestion, which eould theri'fon? ho b<*st 
tnate-d separately. The presiMit chapter will 
deal witli I^Tsia as a wliole, aii<l its connexion 
^'ith the war. 

In the first place it may bo desirable t^i say 
few words about the goograpliical p^isition 
of J\*rsia, and about the eharaetcr of the 
•■•*uutry and its population. 

Botw<H?n the MiMliterranean on the we.st ami 
d;e frontiiT of India on the east lie the terri- 
tories of thr<*e c*onsiderable Powers -Turkey, 
Persia, -ami Afghanistan, d'heso territories 
= over a traet 2,500 miles in breadth, of which 
’‘‘rsia occupies the central p^^irtion a block 
♦)0 mil<^s broad. Jt is boumled on the nortli 

* Vol. HI.. Chap. I.II. 

Vol. XI. Part 139. 


AU I DNSEQUENCES KVENTS FROM 1909 TO 1914 
s Mission- Kktitun of Moiiamed Aui (Jerman 

1 URKISII InV'ASION and THE (GERMANS IN PERSIA 
:kcv Svkes's March Persia after 'Pwo Year.s 

by Bussia and Hie Caspian, on Hu‘ south by 
the waters of the Persian Ciilf and Arabian 
Sea; and its ar<Mi is more than fivi' tilu(^s that, 
of the lJiiit(‘d Kingdom. 

The (?oiiforinat ion of Pf*rsia is i'(‘markal>le, 
for tlu? hulk of Hie country <s»nsists of a vast 
[ilateau, witli an avc*rag(‘ ludght of iu‘ivrly 
4,000 h'ct al)f)V(‘ the sc‘a, surrounded hy loff 
raiigi's of mount a.ins. 'Phis ])laten,u is ce.lNul 
by tlu* Persians tlu‘ms(‘lv(‘s Iran, or the land t>f 
the Aryans, ami it is known by this name 
throughout Asia.. 'Plu* classical Ma.nu‘ P<‘rsis 
WTUs derivecl fr<un PaM’sa,, now t'ars, the most 
famous provinei* of Inm. Nj?,ture.lly a. country 
of such t*xtent is not one uniform tahk'land. 
lairge parts of it an* compand iv<‘ly low-lying 
desert, possibly onee an inland sen ; its surfa.ee 
is broken in other parts hy rugg<‘d liighlands, 
or by lakes of immensf* si/i' ; and bc*yond Hu* 
eneireling mountain rangi*s, near the mirthern 
and southern sf*as. there are distri<*ts w'hieh 
have a character of Hu*ir own, eritir(*ly dif'f(‘n*iit 
from that of tlu* e(*ntral tnwt. Xevc?rtlu‘less, 
the description gi\'en above may be reganled 
as approximately tweurale. Somewhat tlu* 
same configuration of country may be found in 
Spain and Soiitli Africa. 

The climate of the great c<?ntral plateau is 
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i,, many respects agreeable. Tlio avorago 
1 ■ i« small — perhaps iiot moro than 

P» inelies, and the air is extraordinarily dry 
ji,m 1 clear. I»i summer the heat is often 
gn at, over 100*^ F. in the shade ; but. owing 
to the dryness it is not, as a rule, oiipressivp. 

winter tViero is hanl frost for some months’ 
with occasional falls of snow; but the sky is 
in rally eloudless, an<! th(' air exhilarating- 
^riie scenery in its own way is beautiful, f«>r 
though tin; greater part of the plateau is stony 
and bare the elearn»>ss of the atmospht're 
gives vast distaiiee ; ami tlie mountains and 
phiins take exqnisitoly pure shad(‘s of colour. 


in Shiraz, where it somewhat resembles sherry. 
Tmleed X<'r('s is said to lia^ e derivt'd its vine a.nd 
its name from Shiraz. Mulh(‘rrios abound, tind 
pom egran at t'Sy appki oreliards a?’e (*ommon, and 
melons of various kinds are eultivatiMl in great 
quantities. Tin' ])eaeh, ne<'tarine, apricot, fig, 
f»rang(', and many othf*r fruits are hi'lit'ved to 
have* come p) Furopo from Pt'rsia. Dates are 
grown in thc^ low country iH'ar the sea. '^Flio 
flowers of l\‘rsia are a.s \aried as the fruits. 
.Almost all that can ht‘ grown in Furope <*an ht? 
grown in Persia, and i(. is ditlicnlt to imagim^ 
anything mor<' hi'antifii) than a Persian gardt'ii 
in spring and I'arly snmim'r. Viok'ts line the 



ON THE KARLIN RIVER. 


r Mnrr(fv SUiVart, 


The great wliite eom- t>f DamavamL rising 
from the blue rang(' of the Fiburz, may be 
seen against the northern sky from the filains 
a Imndred imd fifty mik's away. More- 
ovt'r the jdateau is nf)t all bare. Among 
the moiiutaiu ranges are grassy valh^ys and 
stretehes of woo.Haml w^atc'H'd by clear snow- 
led streams ; and even on the plains, where 
water has been brought down from the flanks 
of the ranges by mulerground ehanmds, the 
jacturesque villages arc* surrounded by grt'cn 
fielfls, and shaded by lofty poplars and planes. 

The soil of IN'isia, whert' water can he 
obtained, is in many parts e.xtremely ftTtile. 
It produces excellent wlieat and other cereals, 
tobacco, cotton, bet't, and fruit of many kinds. 
In some jmrts of the ecamtry gi'apes are almost 
common as blackberries in Fngland, and th(' 
\illage streets may b(' seen rot)f(‘d with vint's. 
flood wine is made in various province's, notably 


water runnels in e.otmtless numbers, and a.n' 
followed by iris and lihie and laburnum and 
roses. Mlaekbirds and nightingale"-’ sing day 
and night, and the f^n^st-ed Iioe>{>»a^ and blue 
jay Imild in tlic* tree's and wuxlls. Wild flowers, 
too, abound in th(' mountain valleys. 

Praetic-ally there a.i’e no mtvigahk' rivers in 
Pe-rsia. 'Fla' torrents w’hi<*h pour de)wui from 
tlu'^ mountains in spring with tlu' mt-lling of tin' 
snows lost' thf*mselv('s in tla* dry ])Iains of tlu' 
et'iitral platc'tui, w her-e t hc' unclouded sun causes 
strong t'V’a.pora.t imi. One rivt'r, the Karun, 
hrt'aks from the western mt)untains and joins 
th<? Shatt al Arab in its course to t h(‘ Persian 
(lulf, but ev<‘n t ht^ Kanin is na.\ igable by large 
\'f'ssels ftir a short (list ant*t‘ only about I I tl milt's 
and it dot's not Ix'long to J^c'fsia jiroper the 
plateau of Iran- for it lakt's its rise in one 
of t ht? tmeireling rangt's. '^ilie inland rivers, 
>ueh as they are, \tt*re <'\idenfly at one* tinit? 
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nfilizfd frfoly for irrj;i.i < ion , nivl a.ro so ov(*n 
now tr) ."^nnn* ; l>N< tiio iniliii rc'soiiit*** 

of (Jio (‘oniitry for pnipoM' is tho winter's 

Mioufiill. not only covers and dirvcWy 

rumrislics tli‘* crop'^. l»ul /ills the flanlvs tin* 
mount iiins uitli wator, wliich is ta]>jH‘<.l and 
dnuMi away ])y mu lor^M'ound irri^^‘vt ion clianncls, 
or '■ konnts," often many miles in l('nj_d]n 

Tie* pi ipt ilat ion ot i*er"^ia is small for so lar^o 
aeoiinti v', piol>a.l>ly not Jiiore tlian ten millions, 
if as miieh ; and th(»u^li Die numerous ruined 
eitie> a.ral irri^nition works seem to su^^ost that 
I lie popula,tion w a.s once mueh greater, ttiis is 
now d isl )i ■! i< wei 1 l>\' those h<‘st- rpialitied to jiulge^ 



A HOUNDAKY IMl.LAK ON THh: TUKCO- 
PHKSIAN 1 KONTIFR. 


w ho douht w la thin’ it ever (‘\eeeded fifteen 
millions. 'The present jiopulation consists of 
two main di\ isions the dwellers in the c’ities 
a.nd \ i Mages of t he plains, and tlie nomad trihes- 
meii who wandei* a.hout \\ith theii’ hlaek tents 
and (locks and herds hel w een tla'ir summer and 
winter (|ua.i‘ters. Yhese nomads form perhaps 
a ijuarler of the total population, aiul liold on a 
moi’e or less independent, tenuro the mountain 
(laets info which the\' retire for the summer, 
though they all call themseUes Trains and own 
the su/.eiMinty of tlieShah. d’hey are of various 
races, chiefly Turks, Lurs. Kurds and Arabs. 
Some of tlie nomads art‘ of good lighting stork. 


tliough without diseiplini' : and indeed ^ 
be said tha.f the Persians in general >, 
ellieit'nt soldiers, for tlu'v are a tiardv, p 
race, eapabt' of I'liduring much exposm* 
fatigue. They are witlial anraiable to ,j 
]jline, not wanting in courage, and iianark . 
intelligent. 

'Tile trade of Persia, is small. Fn old d. 
when the immenstdy rich eonimeree of tin 
east used to How to the markets of thir, , , 
tlirough F^•rsia, the country ga.ined grejitU i. 
if, and bei’ame itsidf tlie seat of eoiwid* ml . 
wealth ; hut this state of things ha.s long 
a.wa.y, and Persia is now a j>oor <’oun(i \ , wif), , 
total foreign trade of pro])ahly less than t. n 
millions sterling. Kvon its modern silk 1 ladi !, , 
a-lmost perished, a.nd its onei^ tlouii-^lerig towi,, 
a.nd trade roads hear every mark of deca \ . \. .i 

does tlu’re setan to hi‘ any immediate hojie of 
revival of prosperit y'. 

Nevertheless, it is <*vident that .i In- 

eoiintrv' so situafi'd. and in some wax-. .> 
favoured h\’ Xatui’e, can lu'voi*, in spite of n 
small ])()pulation and its povia-ly, })e a iiolMi. 
gihJe (pia-ntity in the polities of the h:u-,f ; and 
a. st udy of it s histm’y show s f ha.t , in fa,ri . 

it Jia-s from the (Nirlii'st times jiroxed itsi li 
I'a.pahle ot h(*(*omiug, not, onee hut ag.iin 
and again, the ecu t re, o| a mighf.y emp'o 

Nothing in the records of t h(‘ past is nii>rr 

striking than the jiart which lias plaxtd 

among the nations of the world, a.nd unless ihi- 
IS underslootl the presi'iil impoi’taiice iif t h. 
count r\', deiMident as it seems, can hardly !»' 



HUINHD PAI.AGF IN THH FORC^O I TKN 
CITY OF KOH-l-KOUADJA, IN SFISTA^ 

realizeih Persia may he now merely a gie i 
fHifftinia luit it enjo\s throughout A--' • 

oil account of its ancient pow'cr and (*i\ iliznt a ► 
and culture, a prestige whicli should not h 
undervalued. Tt would be imjiossililc witlm 
the limits of a chapter to do more than glaiu’*" 


timf:s HisToin 








IIIH FOKHSHOKU AT HUNDFU AHHAS. 


I hr sjilirni ])<)ints of P('rsi{i.u history, hnt this 
lllia ll n.t l(‘Hst llllist ])(• (IotH‘. 

siiid tlint Prrsinii liistory 
liv*in tlj<’ ujlittorinuj mists of Inmi Irj^otid somo- 
iliiiii; moro than tivo Imudivd yca,i-s hrforo 
(Mii'ist, wlirii Piritiiiii was an almost miknowii 
I'hiiid iuhal)it«‘d by (.\'lli(t trilx'S. 'I'lirfi a iiji'rat 
rnuqurror and khii^, (Jyrus, (‘stablish(‘d liim-i(‘lf 
ia Soiith(‘ni l\'rsia., aud, liist siilxlnim:? tlu* 
Mrdrs of th(* north, oarva.'d out for himsrlf an 
<'iii|)ii**' st rt‘l ciiinL; from tlio frontirrs of India to 
die slior«‘s of th(' M(’dit orramNin. 1 1 is son (‘a.m- 


bysrs a.ddt‘d |)t !») lhi‘ Persian dominions, 

and not, man\' \'(‘ar*s later Darius ei-os'-ed into 
I‘airop<^ and mad<' himself master of 'rinnee and 
Ala<‘edonia.. flow ho aiul his son Xoi*Nes wei'e 
rep(*ll(Ml at. Maralhon and Salamis, a.nd (Ji'immm* 
was savt'fl, all tlie world knows. Tlien i:;?*adn- 
ally the strain <>f disla.nt. eompiests told upon 
l^‘rsia., and after the d\ nasty of ( *^ rns laid 
lasted tavo hundred \’ea.rs Asia, eeased to prevail 
over tan'ope. In lh(' fonrtJi e(‘nt.ury befon* 
(•hrist Al(‘\a.nd<'i’ th«‘ (Jn‘at. s\V(‘pt baclv the 
ih'rsians to thcar own eoimti'y, and bi'oke to 
pie(M*s tlu‘ first Persian Panpire. 
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PIER AND CUSTOMS HOUSE AT BUNDER ABBAS. 
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Kor fivr» hiindnd ycwn at'tor lliat tinu* IVrsia, 
tliou|>h not tlio oolossul power she had Ijeen, 
ye t played an important part in tiio atTairs of 
tiie world. rnder tlu' kind's of the dynasty of 
Seleiiens, Alt‘xarid<*r'.s ^eiH*ral, she was still 
^reat ; iincl then, under thf^ l^irthian kin^.s, 
Spruill^ from tlie ernuitry akoiit lier north- 
1 ‘nstern frontier, she enrried on a Ioiijj: arnl not 
\ine(|Ujd er^nlist a^aiiist th»‘ jjower of H<inie, 


r 



SULTAN AHMED, SHAH OF PERSIA. 

who'.c dominion lunl e\ti‘n<led into Western 
Asia. "I’lie Parthians est ahlislu'd tlieir ea[)ital 
iHitside Iran, at Utesipliou on the ''Fijii^ris, and 
they \\(‘re tiiially' oN'ert hrow n not bv th«* 
Homai^ but by tlie Pta-sians t htansidves, who 
rosi* ajiahi^t tlaan two hundred years after the 
l)e^iunin;^'of our era. 

'riien oiu'e nuu‘e a purel\ IVrsiau dyiui'^tv' 
vained siipnaut* powta* in Irai;. 'Ibis d\iiastv, 
tlie *• Sassanian,” ruled Pta-sia for about buir 
huudrid years, and raised her to a hei^it of 


strenf^tli and glory siicli as few nations had evr 
attained. While Britain was a Roman pr 
vinee the Persian kings niaintain<^d, as tl 
Parthians had done, a long-staudiii" waifai 
against the Roman power, and they ev»*n 
one oeeasion took eajjtive a Roman Empenu 
Their line endured through th(^ etvrly eenturi' ^ 
of Uhristianity, and fell only wh<m, in t) ' 
s<*v(mth eentury, the new fnitli of ^lahom. j 
sudfk-nly burst up^in the world. 

'J'he PrTsian Empire was th(*n almost 
ext(‘nsi\e as evi'r, and its wealtli was gre^t, bui 
misrule and dc'cay had set in ; and though ili, 
Arabs, swarming out. of tlieir desert samls in ell 
the ft*rvour of their first ent Jmsiasm, fdim,! 
Pt‘rsia bk)eking: thmr road to tlie <‘aslwiUi|, 
with th(' capital of her dominion still at 
j)lion, slie was no longm* th(‘ virile and elbK icti* 
]>ower she liad hitherto been. There was s«)rii. 
severe* fighting, for tlu* ^Moslems were gn-afU- 
out numiH'rc'd, but ('tesiphon fc*ll, and after a 
few yi‘ars Iran its(‘lf was compkdt'ly subdin d. 
'The religion of /oroastt'r, himself a Pi'isien, w i’^i 
then, and liad Ix'cm for many (;(‘nturios, tin- 
prevailing faiflj, but most of tlio T\‘rsijms ikon 
eml)rae(‘d Tsla*n. 

Jt. would bo impossible to follow’ in any detiul 
tin* eours(* of Persian history during the esulit-r 
<'t‘nturi('s of iMahonuMhm rule in Asia. .\t lir-l 
P<*rsia. was naa’i'ly' an ontlyiiig proN'inet^ o* tlr* 
MosU*m 1‘anpire, anti was ruled by govtaia 
under tin*. Arab (Jaliphs. 'Flien, about tin- 
middli! of lh(5 t*ighth (’eiitury of our di-.i. 
Baglidad, wJiieh was elost^ to Ctt'siphoii, bt'ean.f 
da* eapital of tln> (Aili]jhate, a-nd the iuflin in ' 
of Persia began to ass(*rt it.'^^lf at the new t ‘(mi-!, 
'^rhoiigh eont|neri*(l, Tran was far mon* ei\ iliz'-d 
than her eontpit’i’ors, “and then^ opt'in'tl an '-im. 
i»f eiilture, tol(*ration, and seieutitio rt'si'aich. * 
whieh bort' w it ness to flit* intellectual snperinrit 
the Persians hatl t‘stablished t hroughout T\ I'stt-rii 
A-^ia. 

'That .sji peril )ri t rtana.ined ftn* stwt'ral Iiuu- 
<lretl yt‘ars tin* main glory of th(* ancient 
king<lom. As tin* military ])ow(*r of tin- 
('aliphatt* dc'clined Pi‘rsia became the pin'v *'• 
xarioiis c*on(|uerors and dynasties, m(»tl\ 
foreign, none of whom raised the* (‘ountiy 
to its old imjH'rial ra.nk. But during linu 
]K*riod literature, seienee, and art nnule n’ 
times surprising progn’ss, a.nd Pej>ia w as nevt r 
perhaps greater or so great in the inflneiie' 
whieh slie exercised on tin* enliure of othei 
countries from India to Spain. H(*r literarx 
♦ .Muir : ** I h - t ’aliphato.” 
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, iiiinenco may porlmps bo from tho 

t.ict iliat the Persian writer Ix'st known to th<‘ 
(Stern world, Ornar Kln-yain. who died iii 
ll: 2 *h ij =5 regard«'d in his own eounlry as not 
, ,ititl(‘d to a j)laee in the front- rank of l*ersian 
l,i(‘ratnre. 

About the year l.^OO, after the thrniK' of 
Tran liad })een oeenpied by Turks, Tartars, 

I yjx'gs, and others, ineluding eonqiu'rors like 
( hengiz Kliaii and Tainerhin(\ a, native Pta’sian 
dynasty, that of the Sufi or “ Soplii " kings, 

c-tablished itstdf aiui won f(»r the na-tiona-l 

leligion, the Shiali }>ranch of tlie Moslt'in fa.it Ji, 
a reeognized [)laee in tlie world. Th(‘ fourth 
iiionareh of this line*. Sha.k .\bbas, ase(aidetl tht* 
thront^ in lo 8 r», a-iul ladd it for 40 yc‘a.rs, 

liring thus a ei^inti'inporary of Quet'ii Klizab(‘t]i 
in lOngland ainl th(* gr<‘at. Akbar in India.. 

Slia.h Abbas rnon'tluin li(‘ld liis own a.ga.instthe 
foiinitlable ])o\\('r of Turkc'v on tla' west, a.n<l 
a.lso reconquered the country on th(‘ (‘a.st nea.rly 
up to th<' front ii-rs of India-. Nor \\a.s he only 
or mainly a eoiKpieror. lie ruled Persia with 
finuTU'ss a-nd justie<', a.n<l ra.ised it to a. great 
lieight of prosperity. Th(‘ nana-ins of th<‘ 
roa-ds a.nd other public, works wliicli he eon- 
^triu'ti'd ai'o to 1 k‘ f«)und eveji now all ov(*r 
tJu 3 country, and the spkauloiii’ of his <‘a.pita.l 
at Ispahan bt'came famous tliroughout Ilu‘ 
N\orld. Kiivoys and t ravellcrs from tla* forc*- 
iiiost countries of lOurope ca-me to laiy their 
re.spects to tho “ (dreat Soj)hi,*' an<l Iran a.gain 
licld up her lica-d as one of tlu* most p<»wcrful 
and magnificf*nt of tlic nations. Moi-e than 
t\\(‘nty ctmturies Inul ])a.ss<*d since the rise of 
the first Pi'rsian taupire, and though the 
dominions of Abbas w(»re not as extensive as 
those of Cyrus they still stretchi'd from Ha.ghdad 
and Mosul to Kandahar. The inthitnee of 
Iran stretched much farther, for throughout 
th(' Mogul Knqan' of India the vory langua,ge 
of the Court and the <*aiiq) ^^a.s lN‘rsian, a.n<l 
Pc‘rsia wa< the model in litc'rature and the 

'•rts. 

For a Imndred years after tlie di‘a.th of Shah 
Abbas his dynasty remaiia'd on the throne*, but 
it produced no either gre*at ruler, a.nd e'arly in 
the eig]ite*e»nth ce'ntury its ])o\\er Jia-el gre*atly 
<k‘clineMl. Th (3 Turks had ceaiu* forward again 
’*u the 3 we*st : Russia, tliougli still distant, 
was be'ginning te^ threate*n the neirtliem pro- 
vinces ; in the' ea-it Kanelahar was le»st ; in t he» 
''<»utli t}i(‘ Arabs of the* Culf we*re* liaras.dng 
the* Persian slmre ; and tliroughemt IVrsia 
the* old military spirit .se^enied te» have* fash'd 


away. Finally, in 1722, the .Afghans from tho 
e'ast inva.di*d the e*e>untry, and after eine^ 
half-he'arte'el stand near the c*apita.l, the Shahi 
gave u]) his crown to tlu' Afgha.n leader. Tt 
.seeine'el a.s if tlie greatness e)f Iran had fallt'n 
feir e*vcr. 

^'et within the* next twenty years Pt'rsia 
had once* moi'e* rise‘n fre>m he'r a.sh('s, and not- 
only resunu'el he*r pla.c*e* amemg the* great natiems 
e»f the* kaist but feamd aiueaig lie*r pe*oj>le' a. man 
whe> could le‘a.d he*!* a.rmie*s freuu \’ie*tory to 
vie'teiry a.nel make* he*!* a.ga.in, fe>r a sheirt- 
spae*e* at le*ast , the* e*e'ntre* e>f a mighty e'lnpire*. 


' . 7 . 
' i 



MIkZA MKHDI KHAN. 

Persian Minister in Pondoii. 

The* steiry eif tliis if*\i\.i.| is eaie* of the iimst 
romantie* in the* long e*ourse* of her nationa.l 
life*. Jt ca,nnot be* tolel he*re* a, I le*ngth; but, 
in a fe*w weirds it was a.s feilleiws. Fixe* yca.rs 
afte*r tile* Afghans foe>k lspa.ha.ii a- Pe*rsian 
reil)be*r e*hie*f e>f Tureoman de*se*e*nf, Xaelir 
Kuli, whei iia.d g'lthe n el abeait him a- beidy ed 
barely fre'e*lane*e*s, be e*a.mei awa.re* eif t he^ small 
nuiube*r eif tlie* in\'a,ele*rs a.nel elt*te*rmine*el tei 
e*xpe*l the*m. Attaching hiiuse*lf tei one of the* 
Shah's .sons he* w as soem je>ine*el by ceinsiele-rable 
iiuiube*rs eif l*e*rsians. and within thre*ei ye*ars, 
aft.e*r some; fie*r(*e* fighting, he* had ele*st re)ye*d 
the Afghans and gc-ineel for hims<*lf a gre*at 
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reputation. Ho, then tiirnofl on llio Turkic, 
dc*fcato(l lliom in sranf; bloody battles, 

and c’arried Jiis urins to the Caucasus, 'i Ik; 
Russians, wJio IkmI occupiod sonic Rcrsia.n 
districts in tlw* iiortli, now wit Inirc'u' from tbcn’, 
and Jraii was Tlu* ^j.ratoful IV‘rsians 

tlicr(*ii|)on raised Xsidir to (be tliroiu\ in 
tliree yoars more* In* iiiul ef)TK|Uered At ^luuiist an 
and iiianbed into India, wlu*rc he ov<'rthrew 
the .Mo^^iil JOniperor a.nd took J)elhi, n'turnin^ 
with colo.ssid plund(‘r. Tlien lie invacU*fl 
Central Asia, and subdued both Rokliara and 
Kliiva.. J>v 1740 liis conquests were as extt ii 
8ivc! as (he tei*iitori<s afterwards overrun by 
Napoleon in Murope. IJnliapjiily Nadir Sliah’s 
chai'aeter tlieii rapid I \ deteriorated, and lie 
became a ra.pacious and blofxly tyrant. At 
jast , in 1747, execrated by lh(' l’(;rsians, wliose 
idol he liad ))e<*n, he was murdered, and his 
chiininions fell to j)ie<*(*s. Jlis reit>ii histt'd 
almost exa<‘lly (la; same time as Xapoh'on’s. 

After liis d<*ath Iran passial tlirou^h a period 
of turmoil, until in 1704 sj * capable; but blood- 
thirsty eunuch named Api .Mahom(‘d, belon^- 
Ln^ to the Kajar tribi;, made himsi'If master of 
tile throne, w'hich had bt'en in dis})ute betwe*en 
several pretenders, ilis tirst act was to invade 
thi‘ nortlu'rn province; of Georgia, which had 
ile(;lared itself independent und(‘r ono of Nmiir 
JShah’s generals, and now souglit (be protection 
of Russia. The greater part of Georgia was 
reduced, end (he Persians once more became 


masters of Tit 1 is and Krivan ; but a Russi;u, 
army of 40, ()()() men advanced into the eounti \ 
and it wfiuld have gone liard with the Persian, 
but for the fact that at this juncture the Kni]»n- 
Catherine died, and her troops wc're witlidraw n. 
The rest of Persia had meanwhile submitted 
the eunuch king, and Tran was reunitfd. 
'Fhen followi'd his assassination, after a slum 
reign f)f three years ; but in spite of son 
revolts his nejila-w and heir, Path Ali, succi*edt i 
without much diniculty in making hinwrli 
8hah,and the dynasty of the Kajais was firn'.lx 
establislied. It lias lasted until now. 

So far, ill this slua-t sketch of JVrsiau hi-^f (a x . 
no refereneo has h(*en made to the ecaiuoMoii 
between Persia and (treat Britain. Jt mu' 
iiow’^ bo desirable to sliow' at wlial 
tho two countries came into contact, .iitl 
in w’bat circumstances a c*oimc\ion w Jiich w i-, 
at first slight aial transitory became c!t)sc and 
[xa’inancnt. 

'^riu' Pta*sia.ns, as mcaitioiKal above, laid in 
early tinK\s embraecal th(‘ ((‘ai;hing of Zoroasirr ; 
l)ut always det'ply interested in religions 
thought, tlu^y liad also wcleoiiuHl Cliristianit \ , 
and ill the sixtli ci'iitury tlu; Pt*rsiau (4air«li 
was very active. It is said t hat. at. (Ins 
time a TVrsian bisho]) naiiK'd Ivon visih*d 
Bngland, and that the nam(‘ St. Ivi‘s i- 
d<*rived frr>m him.* Seven Imiidn'd \<*firs 

* liifitnrif of /su/. 
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} during tlio reign of Edward I., after 

-.>ru(^ corres])ondenco between tlio Courts of 
Persia and England, (Geoffrey do Langley was 
,,‘iit to Persia on a mission, but no coiii])lete 
cnujit of this is known to exist. Again, in 
tlu' r»‘ign of ffenry IV., tli<^ conqueror 'Famer- 
l.uus then in possession of Persia, wrote a lettta* 
..itering free conmiereial intercourse, and the 
I h aft of King Henry’s reply has been preserved* 
lh)tJi h'lters wc*ro earrit'd by an En^jlish friar 
preaelKa* resident at Tabriz. But these eom- 
niuiiieations seem to have had no tangible 
rr*sult, and until the time of tli<‘ Soi)ln kings 
Kngland and Persia had ])ractieally no eon- 
n(‘Nion with each other, '.riien, the spirit (*f 
adventure at sea having been stirred in hhigland, 
and a lucrative trade optaied up A\ith llussia» 
Anthony J(*nkinson, Captain Ceneral of tlu‘ 
Muscovy Company’s fk'ct, was instructed to 
opt'ii uj) commercial relations with ]N‘rsiii. 
a.s well. This ho procei'ded to do, and 
starting from IMoscow in lotil, tliree years 
aft (a* Queen l^^lizabcth came to the throne t>f 
Kngland, he reached Ptasia, and was rcjcoived 
by the then Shah, Talimasp. 'I'ho trade 
which la* established di<l not last long, for Persia 
was at tho moment passing through a period 
of rev’olt and anarchy, ]Mor(*over, the storms 
and ]iirat('s of tlai (uispian S(*a made voya.g<*s 
extremely dang(*rous. Tu loSl, tla r(‘fore, tla^ 
venture was abandoned. Put it had sliown 
tho way to our pco[»It‘, ami ha<l attracted 
much attention in England, as is proved by the 
literature of the time ; and before the close 
of the century a fresh a.tteinpt. was miwh^ 
to get into toueJi with iV'rsia. 'J’his time 
it was nuvde not by merchants, hut by 
“ gentlemen adventurers,” and with remarka-hle 
siu'eess. There are few cpisod(*s in the history 
ef tho English conmexion with tht* East more 
interesting than the story of tin* visits of 
^ir Anthony Sherley and his hrotla*!’. Sir Bobt'rt, 
to the Court of Shall Ahhas, and <if the influemM* 
wliicli they exert ei.1 over the young monarch, 
it will 1)0 found related by Sykes,* wiio ut tri- 
butes to the work of the two brothers the 
friendly spirit w ith w Jiich Europeans have bet*n 
tr(‘at(*d c*ver since in J*er-^ia. it will sufTico 
to say hi're that Sir Anthony Sherley found the 
Shah’s Army consisting entindy of tril.»al 
)iorf-,i‘nu 11 ^ who could not Iiopo to fa<'c unaidc'd 
the trained and disciplined army of the d^irks, 
Pu*n tho best in Eiiropt?. Sherloy’s suite 
included a camion found(*r, and some batteries 

* History of f*fr.sift. 


of artillery wore now^ added to tho Persian 
forces, several thousands of regular infantry 
bi‘ing also formed aial traiiuHl. Such was th(’> 
confidcnco which Sheiley had siieceedf'd in 
inspiring that lie was now sent by Shah Abbas 
as P(‘rsian Amhassailor to tlie Courts of Europe, 
in order tt) invite tiu'ir <*ooperation aga-inst 
Turkey, lie did not apparently have much 
suet'oss ill this mission; l)ut liis hrotlu*!*. Sir 
Hohert who n'lnaimul in Pt'rsi.i. -Ix'caiuo 



NADIR SHAH. 

From a paintin}{ formerly in the possession of 
Sir John Malcolm. 

Master G(*nf*ral of the Pc*rsia.n Army, and 
greatly flistinguished himself in sevc^ral success- 
ful campaigns against tho d’urks, which oride«i 
in leaving SJiah Ahhas inasteT of Kars, Mosul, 
Paghdad, and many otluT ]jlaces far beyonil 
the frontier of his ori 5 .;inal pf»ssossioris. It may 
justly b(^ claimiid, t!a*refon5, that E!igli.shTncu 
had some part in the success of this gniat king 
and comiucror, who raised Iran to a position 
such us she had never occupied sinco the 
Mahoim*da.n comiucst. Meanwhile, a.lso, the 
haiglish, coming from India, liad cstablis}i(*d 
themselves rai tho shores of the Persian (hilt, 
and in 1022, acting witli th<» Persians, they 
wrested from t lio Port iigu(‘--^e tlie great fortress 
of Tlonnuz, wliii li for a liunrlrcd y<‘ars had 
secured to 7\>rtugal the command of these 
seas, ami f)f the liierative trailo between Jndia 
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aivl Kuropii l)y this iit nmlo. Practic jilly 

tli<* t'n.ll of llorriKi/. wjus f]i(‘ h<‘^iniiin^ of 
England’s control of tin* (Jiilf, which has con- 
tiniKMi until now. I’hut (‘ontr‘oI was not tiikon 
from tlio Persians, wim were no sailors and 
never held it, hot wjis estahlisht'd with their 
(consent and eoo|)(*rat ion. 

From this time until tin* reign of tiu' con- 
f]|ueror Nadir Shn.h tln’re is no striking f(*atnro 
in the Just<iry of the I British coniu'xion with 
I'ersia ; hut it is satisfactory to tind that in 
that last ])(»riod of P(‘rsian gn'jitness lOnglishiiH'ii 
nnwie tlu'instdv’cs r(‘s|)e<*ti‘d and honourc’d as 
they inid Ihh'ii in the days of Shah Abbjis. 
'rh(» most- ])ron\inent among tln'in, the one 
who gatiad tin* contidenee and favour of tin* 
I V*rsia.n monni’rh, was a man who, like Jc'iikinson 
two hundred \ea.rs earlier, cann' to Persia in 
tin' interests of trad<*. In 1739, whil<* Nadir 
Shah was absent. t)n Ins <*x|M*dition to India, 
a.!id his son was ruling Persia, on his belialf. 
one.Iolm Klton determiiu'd to revdve, if possible, 
tin* English trade with Persia by way of Russia. 
Taking a cargo of goods to Heslit on the 
Caspian, he was well re<*(‘ived, and obtaiin*d 
a tarneui ” or ordi*r (‘ou<*hed in the most 
favcMirable tt*rins. Ht'turning to England, he 
obtained support for a scheme by wliieh the 
Caspian Sea was to be made tin* base of a trade 
with Persia, P.okhara, amd Khivav. The 
Rnasian Covt'rmnent raiise<l no objection, 
and in 1742 two ships, built in Russian terri- 


tory, wd'f* lauinchc*d on tin*. Caispiain. 4’hey 
were tin* Ix'st ships ya't sec'n on tlnit seax— \ a ssrls 
“of goo<l oaxk, regulairly built, xvell fitted,” 
avrined with some small guns, and tlying tlw* 
English haig. Rut before long they, not un- 
naxturailly, axroiised tile jeadousy of tin* Hussiauis, 
wlio fa*au*ed for their ow n trade, and w hen, in the 
following yeaxr, Felton waxs jn*rsua\ded to entir 
the service of Nadir 8haih, who laid in)w^ 
r(*turnod to Persut, tln^ Russiaxns ba'caime 
axetively hostile. It w'avs ax eurioias position, 
and not wholly eonnc'cted with traxde. Tin* 
faict waxs t halt Naidir haul be(*ii foihxl not loniz 
bc*f« )re by the mountaiin tribes of the (/axucaxsu>, 
whom he waxs trying to subdue, axnd lie thought, 
quite rightly, that with ax fleet on tin* (’asj)iaii 
he would bo abh* to turn tin* range. Tt would 
alsai haxvo str(‘ngl hened his iiosition greaxtly 
in tin* Turconiaxn caumtry to the east of the 
Caispiain. Fit on w ais therefore aj^pointed 
Chief Naivail ( ’onstruct or, and given the title 
of .famal R«*g. This waxs the first occasion 
on which a J*(*rsian monarch had shown thait 
In* iindc*r.stood tin* vaxlue of seal power. Not 
only did Nadir avt tempt to become inaxster <»f 
the Caspiaxn in tin* north, hut he d(*termincd 
to dominate ailso the IVrsiaxn (half, and actiuxlly 
hxunehed a smadl squaxdron on these southern 
wixtt^rs. How' great an effort this entailed 
may be judged from the fac*t tliat Nadir 
transported timber from the Caspian forests 
for something like eight hundred miles, right 
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nrTOSS Persia. His death soon afterwards 
|,vit. an end to PtTsian naval onteri)riso ; but 
>;t was a fine conception. Elton meanwhile, 
with infinite toil and against heart-breaking 
,,j. position, luvl succeeded in buikling and 
l.iiinehing on the Caspian a twenty-gun .shi[). 
llo survived his great master for some years, 
iU\d remained in Persia until he NN as killed in a 
l.)ial rebellion. But the Russians put an 
« nd to the English trade across their territory. 
Mild little now remains of that venture but the 
laseinating volumes in which one of our 
irM-ders, Jonas Hanway, has d(‘seribc'd }ii'< 


extent and of vast commercial im[)ortance. 
To .strike her there, and dt'[)rive her of the rich 
Eastern trade which had built up her wealth 
an<l power, as it had built up the wealth and 
[)Ower of every nation in turn whii*h had Ix'como 
master of it, seemed to him the best if not 
the oidy way of bringing her to her knees. 
At the close of the eighteenth century ho 
was, therefc>re, turning over in his mind vast 
seluMiies of invasion by land across W('stern 
Asia, and m(‘M.nwhil(* supporting as far as ho 
c'ould the Indian powt'rs still hostile to htu\ 
One mea.ns of raising trouble against lH*r was 



Fra<iir. 

BRITISH RESIDENCY, lUJSHlRE. 


travels in Peu’sia, and the state of the Court 
and country during the latter days of Nadir 
Sliah. 

Nevertheless the Britisli connexion with 
Persia was not to be limited for long to the 
factories in the Persian Culf ; and wlien it 
icvived it was to bc'come nf>t only political 
in character but ])ermanent. 'Fho immediate 
reason for its revival was the far-sighted 
•oiibition of the great Napoleon, who luvtl long 
recognized the fact that the vulnerable point 
England w^as her empire in India, not 
yet fully consolidated, but already of great 


to incit<‘ the then ruU‘r of Atghunistan to 
in\ade tlu^ plains of India as Nadir Sha.h 
had done, and either din^fly or indirectly 
this means was tried. Lord Wellesley, then 
rJoverFior-Ceneral in India., iv'ceivc'd earning 
from the* Afghan ruler that th<‘ invasion vas 
<-ontemplatt*d. and, conscious of the danger 
that such an attack migJit disturb many of tlio 
Indian pr»wers. Lord \N'ellesk*y tried, with 
success, tc) induce tlu' young Shah t() bring 
pressu^^ on the Afghan ruler. Ihit this was 
not all. Tt became known that France; and 
Russia had actually agr(‘e‘d upon a scliriiu* of 
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joiiit iiiva-ion, iindor wliiVh a Franoo-Tliissian 
forro was to inan fi from tlio Caspian by way 
of Torsia and Afghanistan, and porsuado tlioso 
pf>wors to cofijicrat <*. In 1800, thcreforo, an 
cjflicor frf»m. liKlia, Cajitain AIal(*olm, arriv'od 
in Ibishiro, oharg<d witli tho negotiation 
of an agreement by whicdi th(‘ Sliah, Fath Ali, 
v\as to undertake tf) keef> up tho j>r(‘ssuro 
on Afghanistan, to c*xeIudo Froneh influence 
from his country, and to grant inereasc*d 
facilities b>r British trarle. Malcolm, a man of 
remarkable c-haractf'r and f*apacity, was com- 
plel(‘ly succi'ssful in his mission, and a satis- 
fa<-tory agre(‘m<*nt was concluded. 

In the mcoutimo tlu‘ Kussians lia«l again 
turned their attejition to (Jeorgia, and in tho 
stuiKj year that Malcolm was at lV*h('ran, which 
had now bociomo tho ik^rsian cajatal, tlio pro- 
vinct^ was formally aniu^xed. 'Chough it, had 
been rather a tributary than a part of tho 
Persian dominions, this was a scu’ious blow to 
Persia; and after two or thix'o years spent in 
preparing an army tho Shah (hdermineil to 
make war. Jn 1801 hostilities began, and at 
lirst tho Jk'rsians Jia,d a iiieasurt' of suec<*ss 

• 

d’la*, Russians were repelUsl from kh’ivmri, ajul 
suffered some further <dieek>. Rut tlie Shah 


had been well aware of tho danger ho w«a.s run 
ing in committing himself to hostilities with 
powerful an enemy, ainl he liod done his h* 
to obtain help from England. Jlis overt. ipi 
were not successful, tho British ( lovorniiu i i 
being slow in coming to a decision ; and in 1,, 
disap|joiiitment the Shah at last made ut» f;i 
mind to throw in his lot with tho French, wh , 
had heen trying for years to win him ov. r 
In 1807 an envoy was sent to Napoleon, and 
found him at Tilsit. An ngreomeiit was th. n 
eonchided by which the French and Persian^ 
weTo to join hands against Russia, an*l tho Sli.»h 
further consented to cooperate with tho Frcir !i 
ill an attack upon India. 'Chus by tho pr... 
irast iuat ion of the British all tho results ..f 
Malcolm’s mission hail been thrown away. 

Not only this, but in tho same year a Freiu li 
general, Gardoiiue, appeared in Persia with a 
largo staff, anil set to work to organi/.o tlm 
Persian Army. Tho Peace of Tilsit between 
France and Russia had moanwliilo bi^cn con- 
eluded, and, to the deep disappointment of iKc 
8Jiah, nothing had boon said about tho restora- 
tion of Georgia. But it is believed that 
Napoleon and tho Em])eror Alexander then di>- 
eussed the project of a joint invasion of India, 
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juul theiv «oo]iis to bo no doubt that Napoleon 
h<»j>(‘d to arrange an allianco with Persia ngninst 
Kiiglaud. TTow much value ho attached to this 
m Iumuo may bo judged frou] the fact that ho at 
one tiniH eojiteinplal cd sc^iiding his brotln r 
bucion to represent him at Teheran . It must b(‘ 
admitted that at this jimcturo Persia had 
r«*gaiued a posit iini of coiisidc'ralile imp<»rlanc»' 

among tht* mil ions. 

Her positiijii was 2 ')crliai)s not raised by iho 
‘•vriits of the next twenty years. TIkj Russian 
rcHopaign wont badly in tlio end, owing to tlm 
iricoinpetence of the Heir Apparent, who was in 
<<‘inniand, and in 1813 the Pc'rsians signed a 
to’aty surrendering not only Georgia bid many 
Ollier districts and towns. On the other hand- 
thc years 1808 to 1811 witnessed a series of 
negotiations between Pc*rsia and Kngland, 
\vluch ended, afti'r some rather unseemly 
I angles betw een rival British missions, in a 
ift aly wliieh seemed to l^crsia a considerable 
\r*Mrly subsidy", the j^romise of British aid in 
< i'.sc^ of aggression upon her territories, and some 
‘•Ther advantages. From this tium a British 
b gation was establisJied in Ttdieran, Persia 
I hereby becoming erititletl to direct diplomatic 
‘ itercourse with the Court of St. .lames, instead 

having to deal with the Gov^criior- General of 
oidia. The arrangement was probably a mis- 
take from the British point of view, but it w as a 


gain of status for Persiti.. .Moreov(‘r, such host ili- 
ti<*s its oceurrc‘d IxdwiM ii IN'rsi;i, and h(*r old 
(‘Ueinies th(‘ d’urks ami Afghans during t.h<i next 
f<‘w years ended with a fail' m<\‘vsiir(' of success on 
her i>art. But imhiekily the strong feeling 
against Russia w Jiieh inul been arousid by her 
su<*-e,ess in the former war, and by other circum- 
stances, led the Persians in lS21i to e,nt(T upon 
a war of rovong(\ d'hey Juul at first, eonsider- 
ablo succ(*ssos, but, as before, the\' wen^ 
somidly beaten in the end, and tho wn.r was 
elosed by tho Treaty of 'rurkomancliai, 18:i8, 
wduch Tuarked the beginning of a mae era, 
for not, only did Persia mak(^ further eessions 
of territory, but she jign^ed to conecKk* to tho 
Russians various (‘xlra-t<'rrit firial })rivileges 
which wx‘r(5 inconsistent, with tlie entire 
inclependcnco of the country, end gave an 
opening for much iTtterfercaieo in the fntnn*. 
From this time dates tho cvcT-iiiereasing 
influence which Russic. Im.s (;xereised not only 
over tlie polic;y Imt «i\'«‘r tli*^ inlernal affairs <jf 
Persia. The terms of the Treaty led other 
Kuropean Powders to Idusu lh<ir reflations 
with Persia upon a similar folding, hut. tho 
geographical and military position of Russia 
secured to her a .sjiecial pr(*(h)rninane<? which 
nothing since has t^ermanently shaken. 

The 'J’reaty had another i^ffecfc. 'Pfio Por- 
siana, deeply mortified by the loss of stigo 
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ill th('ir f*('ssions (>n tlir iiortli-wi'sl t^ni 
,,( [1 heir country, < urinnl t-hcir I'ycs cls«‘\vhri*c 

t (• liojX' of tiiidin^^ coiupcusiit ion. Turkov 
, .)o stron>^ to l)(^ attacked with much hop.* 

. r-irss, aid th(' nat oral rc'^ult w.i-; tha.t tin* 
]\.r 111^ bc.L?JUi to push out ('astwariL with tin- 
^ . of n\L’:iininL’: their old [losst^ssions in tlio 
lyio;^ ]>ctwc(‘n tlicm .‘ind Fudia. d'his 
t- I, loricy was tMicourii^cnl by the Uu^siniis, who 
ti.miti it conveuiont to divert the thoimhts of 
lilt- j*crsians from tlicir wcst<M‘n liordcrs, ard 
niorcov»‘r, not disinc!in“d to let taiizhind 
i, . 1 tliat- any action on her part w liich {^ros^cd 
interests in hhiropc' (‘ould be (countered 
|)\ threats to the security of tin* iJrltisli do- 
iiiiiiioTis in Asia.. (lr<'a.t I5ritain was not sh>w to 
1 -, I I i^iiizt* that a ikwv situation laid arisiai, a.iul 
ill, it any e\t (Vision of Persia, ea.'-:t.\v ard, with 
Kie-.iari supfiort, must ha.v«^ an un(h\sira.ble, if 
lint d.Mi.cerous. ('fb'ct ujrai h(‘r [losition in India-, 
t<i!' the Jndiaus, a(;t;ustoiiu'd to if'ruptioiis from 
tin- uorth-wi‘st, looked to that ( jua, rtia* witli 
r(iiis(cUit a])pn'h('nsion or hojx*. Prom this 
tune hei'-in the fei'linc amonc Ihitish stat<‘s- 
men in India, and tai, eland tha,t Mussia ha.i I 
new iak(*n (he plae(' of Ki*aiu‘c^ as a, menaco to 
hi'lia -a fielinj^ which, with tl»(‘ ixradiial 
Ml l\. ’Mice of tli(' Uussiaus in ('entra.l Asia-, 
hi r.ma* st ronjjjfa* and strone(.‘r until it led to 
iui acute- and (uMiseless coiitlict of police's 
iieiu(*rn tlu^ t\v() i\)W'('r.s. Ami one main tield 
l"i' tliat eontlict was T*ersia, wliich was tln^ 
;-n’ .it<T an<l the more powerful of the tw'o 
c'l'intric's l>'in^ be^tweeii (lie Kussia-n and Indian 
It ' Mit iirs. 

the P(‘rsia.ns soon eiit.eri'd upon t h<‘ir (*a.^( ei-ii 
M<l\;i!H*t*, and in 1S:}:» they laid si('e<« to Herat, 
hnf in the following: year, Ix'fore the ])la<'e ha-d 
ImIIi'u, th(‘ lon^ reien f)f Path Ali Slia.h wa - 
• ndi'd hy iiis <leatlj, and the opera-tions in 
At- h.inista.n w(‘re for the tiiin* int errujited. 

h is a curious circumsta-ncc* that at thi- 
iiiii ■ the I*(‘rsian Army in the west was ccan 
>i'.iiid(>d ],y o, ScottisJi artillery othcer. Sir 
llnry Tandsay Bethune, wlu), coming to 
I’ i-ia witli ^Talcolm, laid been for severaJ 
>■ ix in t h(' J*er.--ia.n s(>r\'ice, end laid ercatly 
Mneuishc^d iiimself in tin- P(‘r>ian wa.r 
ni.-t Russia. TJie new’ ruler, AFa, homed 
h. mar<*hed from Tabriz upon tin* capital 
h a consid(‘ra.blc' force iindci tlii-^ otlici-r, 
1 though revolts brokt* out in various 
1 vinoos, he succeeded, a-ft^r a. .victory ga,iiicd 
*' his British Ccnc^ral. in <*omplct(‘ly estahlish- 
' hi- now’cr IFo was licipcd in dointit 


si> hyau laigli^hmau, RaAvlin-on. who h al 
lalt'ly come to I’cr.-^ia. a^^ memher ul a llritish 
military mission. 

d’hc Russians had eoopera-ted \\ilh t hr* 
lh’iti>h in support inii Mahomed Shah s elaini 
to the throne: hut it soon heeauu* «'V iilent 
llait thev’ wi'i’e not di>p<»>ed to weleomc* t hi* 
Ri*iti>>li mis'-ion. w hieli \\ a>s on a- eonsidera.hh 
scale, all arm.- of the Service heing repi*esented. 
Xor, in spite of tlie help he laid ri'ceivcd from 
the I>i-iti‘-h. did the Sliah --how .inv' inelination 
to treat the mis^^ion with fa.\ om*. The ollieeis^ 
eomposing it wi're, on the eonlrarv, i>pposed 





\f , r,it I ni rr 

IN THlv (HtOlINBS OP TUP: HKlTlSIi 

kp:sii)p:nc:y. bushiki:. 

and thwaited hy the Rer.-ians. and after three 
or four vears tlr y a.ll led the emnifrv. 

.Meanwhile, in ISIJT, the* Sha.h ma.rehed 
npo!i Herat. 'rhe place v\ a..-^ ]>esieged, and 
VNonld a.lmo.-.t i-ertainlv ha.vi* fallen l)ut fur 
the arriv al in disgui-e of a. yoimg l*:nj.'lish oriir-er. 
I^ldred l‘ol ingcr, v\ ho tilled the ilefenders v\ it h 
Jli.-^ own indojjiitahle eoura.ge. and repeatedtv" 
hea.t otf tlie I’ersjan atta-eks. fn the follow ing 
spring the Ihitjsh a.nd Russia, n Minister.-, 
McNeill and Simonich. hotli joined tlie R(»\,il 
ea.mp, the foinier doing his hest to persuade 
tlie Shall to raise* the* sie*g(*, the* latter giving his 
pe*rsema.l a.iel and that e)f itf ba-t t alie m of Russian 
d< *.st*rters. *^1110 Sha-li ne»vv t lin*w liimse*lf ent ire‘ly 
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into tlui liiuids of the Kussiiiiis, and 
wif lidrow from tlio <*a.m|) ; ])iit aft(‘r a fina.l 
dos|)(a*at.o assault liad Ix'on r<‘|)n]s(‘d, wiMi 
j^ivat loss to tlio IN*rsij\.ns, and iho Jiiitisli Iiad 
niarlo a liostilo doiiKtnsl rat ion in tlio JV'rsian 
(jiulf, tTio dis]i(‘arti*n(*d inoiuircli a.liandonod tho 
sii'^o. Tho wholo opisodt' ra.is('d tlu* rc’putalioii 
of tlio Hritisli a.nd for tin* tina' lo\\<'r(‘d that i»f 
tho Rwssia.ns, )>n< it liad thr <‘ffi*ct of hriiiginjj: 
1o a hoad tlu' rivalry of tla* two l^owtjrs, wJio 
from that timo forward wi'ri' ro^ardod throngli- 
oiit .V^ia as nptai ant a/j^t mist s, if not as open 

OIKMIlioS. 

It l»‘d, too, to a most iinfort iinat r o\[)(*di<ion 
into Afghanistan from Tmlia on tlio part of 
(Jroat I^ritain. but that did not diroot ly oonoorn 
IN'rsia. and ni'od not lu' disonssiMl lioro. 

Loi’d Pa.lm<'rst<m, who was th(*n in ])owor 
in haiirland, Jiad t hronjj:hout ixivtai To tlio 
British roprostad at ivo a loyal sujiport whioh 
was proof a.uainst all tho intriLTuos and attacks 
of tho Sliah, a.ntl sot a. yood oxamplo to futnn* 
Hiit ish (oi\ormhont n<*t aJways fnllowod. 
But th«' Shah, thnuyh foro«‘d to abstain from 
a }>olioy of open hostility towarcls (treat 
Britain, nauaiiu'd d<af to all m>od advioo, 
and w Ik'ii lio died in ISIS Jio li'ft tho country 
in a tloplora.blo conditinu tlio troasur\' empty, 
th(' army unjiaid a.nd disoonirntod, and tho 
administration in o«'lRii>loto disortlor. 

^labomod Shah was sucooi.’<.lod by liis son 


.a boy 10 years of a^o, wlio^. 
a.cc(\ssion was undis]>utod. According tn cio- 
tom lit) had }>oon (toNianor of tho nortlurn 
province of A/.arbai jan, tlio inJia.bita,nts nt 
whioh arc mainly of Turk dc'soiait. and 
'I’urki, not Persian. The ai-mx' wa.s lii,!Ln!\ 
ri'oruitod from this ]n*o\inco. As th(‘ ruling 
dynasty was itself sprun;^^ from a Turlc tiihi . 
tho Kajars, a.nd ba.d thmimhout i-(‘Iied n}H>n 
its Turk troo])S, it was always subjict to out 
brt'aks of discontent on (ho |)art of tho Pei>i.n 
proper, wdio ro^ardid thc‘ms(d\(‘s as a siipcu' i 
people. J^ut tho position had boon nmre ui 
I<‘ss acc*eptcd, and on this oocasion no iiNnlt 
occurnnk 

The youn^ SJiah, novi'rt hekss, liad ln^ 
troubles to face, and at the bo^innin;^ “i hi 
roi^n tho comitry was enn,- idera.bl\' di" t la i*' <! 
by tho Babis, a, inw> sect whosi' doctrines se< n • *1 
ha!*mli‘ss enough in so far as they w eie * > a 
pndu'nsiblo. 'J’horc wear* sona* Ikdii ri.-it' . 
and a?i at((an[)t on tlu' Shah s life, tollowoii 
M>mo horrible punishimaits aial ma‘v>a«e • 
\\’hatov( r their faults tin' Ihibis showed t ' 
most heroic coura-ye, as Persians often de. ’ 
yained much sympathx by it. 

Soon afti’rwarils o<*<*uri*i*d the Crimean 
and this resulted in a. soriims briaeh betw • 
Persia aiul (Iroat 15ritain. '^J'he. 1 vussian- ■ i 
sought tho aid of tho Persians agaihst th 
old enemies the Turks, whih' from 
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1 . •. n ancl Fmnot‘, to whom tlio Shah mach' 

l>ri> '*■ 

, he rect'ived wliat Ju' rescaitt'tl as the 

((\ « I - ‘ * > 

l Uii' !• eontomptuous advict^ to nanain ntMitral. 
so, but liis CiuvernmiMit ^ot. up a (piarrc‘| 
? he British ^linistt'r, Mr. ^Ini-ra-v, who \>.ms 
insulted, and evtaitually broke oil* rela.- 
jjnii as MeXeill had d(me. lii tJie followiiifj: 
ISol), I\'rsia.n Army once mor(' mar(‘In d 


u])oii Ih'i’at, \\hi<*!i, ha\'in{Z no Pottincjef 
within its walls, w a.s at last tjikiai and re-united 
to tlie I Va'sian dominions. '^Tla* 15rit ish ( h>\'ern - 
ment h it that this aet ion (‘onUl not be eondont'd. 
aiul sent a forei* to tlie l\*rsian (Julf ; but the 
main! ejianc‘t' t>t‘ Prrsia as n. biifiei* bc'twet'ii 
Hussia. and India. )ia.\in^ now bt'eomt' a fixed 
part of Ihitish polic-y. no a.ll(‘mpt was miuh* 
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at a s<‘rioii.s war of oonqiiosl . Still, soino troops 
wcro laialcd iioar 13iishiro, jind a Persian force, 
which attacked them, was bc^atcii .at Khiishab. 
Tiic Jiritish, under Sir James Out ram, then took 
Mohammerah and Ahvvaz on tiic Karmi, the 
i^*r■si#^n ( iovernment, meanwJiile, having already 
sic'fl for peaci' and signed a Treaty at Paris, 
hy which th<‘y agnc'd t() evacuate Afghanistan 
ami recognize its independence. 'JJie terms 
imposed }»y tht* victors w('r(' (‘xtraurdinarily 
mild, and tlie result was to improve ]k‘itish 
relations with Persia. 

Jt was fortunatt^ tliat the JJritisli Govc'rnment 
had tak<'n tlie Persian aggression so lightly, 
for a few' months lat('r the sudden storm of tlie 
Sepoy mutiny hrolo* upon India, anti it would 
ha.\e bt*<‘n a grave (‘mbarrassment if a Jiritish 
force* had then b(*(*n locked up in Persia. 

Sykt's. who r<‘f(‘rs to this [)oint in his History, 
obserxfs incidtMilally that the Persian War led 
to tht* int rotiuct ion of “ khaki sornt* Pt^rsian 
troops clothed in this dust -coloured uniform 
hiiA'ing b<‘(‘n almost in visible* at a dista.nce. 
Jvhak is the l*(M’sia.ii word for dust <»r t^arth. 

Not long aftt*rwards fK*gan the gr(*at ad\c.Tic(* 


on the part of the Russians in Cent rvii \ *. 
whicli caused so much apprehension in | 
and lias so seriously affected the situati. .j ,,j 
Persia. At the time of the Criim^ari W.t- t)„ 
Russians had not subdued the mountjo w ,.,. . 
of the raueasus, and in Central Asia tin v 
had practically obtained no footing at ,y]\ 
Retwwn them and the northern fronti*i-, .,i 
.TCastern P(‘rsia and Afghanistan lay the t. ipi, 
tories of the Central Asian Khanates of K'!,,,, 
kand, Rokhara and Khiv^a, and the Ture<,tp:i,i 
desert all sparsely inhabited tracts, but 
in ext(‘nt. Chocked by the result of 
Crimean War from further expansioii in nili,.r 
directions, Russia now S(?t to work to >t ui.p 
out tinally the resistance of the PaiM.ixim 
tribes, ami that being at last cffci-tcd, sin* w.k 
frc‘e to tlirow' her weight (uistwanl. Ry isiT) 
she had b(*iiten the first of tlu; Khjiu.itp-^, 
Khokan'd, and after capturing Tashkent haj 
formed in that directirin her frontier pro\ ifict- 
of d^urkestau. ddiis l(*d the Ameer of P^okluii.i 
to take tlu* offensise against her, with iht' 
result that ho also was d(‘feat(‘<l, timl lost jn 
18t‘8 the fa , 1 nous (*ity of »Sa,marka-iid In the 
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f, lowing year Russia occupied two points on 
Kastern coast of the Caspian, against the 
v((*)ng protests of Persia. From there sht^ 
threaten the Turkomans of the desert, 
on the oilier side of the <losert, the rciuaiu- 
jji^r Khanate, Khiva. Provo<*atiou was not. 
wanting* and in 1873 Ku.ssian columns 
l^iished out from north and south and closed 
u|>on Khiva, which was takcsi. Tlie Khanates 
u(‘re now all gone, and only the nomad Turko- 
in;ms of the desert remained to defy Ium*. 
Airainst them she gradually workeil forward 
Iroiu the Caspian along the nt)rthorn border of 
Persia, and after sufh'ring one severe defeat 
at their han<ls she won her way in 1881 to their 
peer stronghold at Cook Tepe. A ht'roie but. 
hopeless resist aneo followed, and the fort was 
stormed. Awed by the slaughter there, tla^ 
r<‘st of the Turkoman eountry submittiMl, anti 
hy 1884 (kmtral Asia was in Russian hands. 
Thus ill five and twenty years frtnii the fall of 
tln) Caucasus the Russians had pushed forwani 
a distance of a thousand miles and were on tint 
border of Afghanistan. The efl'etd upon PtTsia 
was immeiis<\ tfer prestige was greatly im- 
jjairt'd by ht^r exclusion from tli<‘ Tarkoman 
fouiitry, which she had often pt^m't ratctl, and, 
what was far more important, Russian t« rritory 
now luarcJital with hor whole northciu border — 
from end to end. It is tru(3 tluit sh<3 was 
th(*rcby protected from 4'urkoman raitls, wliicli 
had been a terrible a.niietit)ri tt) her in tlie past 
It is true also that Russia liad tdictrted her con- 
quests with very small forct\s, and was still weak 
in Ctaitral Asia- wlu‘re she couhl not ilisposo 
of 50,000 iinai. Rut that wiaikin'ss would 
disappear with time, and l*ersia was now 
enveloped. 

In tho meantime Kngland had not been 
wholly iiegligt'ul of lier interests in Per'^ia, and 
thougii she (lid not strtaigtheii lu^r military 
position she had in varicnis ways established 
a c(msiderablt3 infliieiKro in the country. ‘ Per- 
haps tho most striking enterprise in which she 
engaged was tho introduction of telegraphs. 
During tho Indian Mutiny tla; need of direct 
telegraphic coinmunieatiori bc.*tw(‘(‘ii Kngland 
and India had b('en .sev<‘rely felt, and it was 
decided that a line should be carried across 
Persia from the Turkish frontier to Rusliire, 
wlienee a cable* was to be laid down tla? Persian 
Culf, There was much opposition frenn 
Persian officials and local trilies, but by the 
end of 1804 tJie first single line had been com- 
pleted, a perforinaneo wliieb refiect<*d great 


credit iipon tho British officers and nioti by 
wliom tlu* work was don<\ A lew y(‘ars later 
a thorough doubh* lim* was eoiistrueted from 
LoiuUm to Teheran, across CJermany sukI 
Rus.sia, the liido-Kuropeaii 4Vlegraph Com- 
pany carrying on tlie line to India. Tlie great 
trunk lines led to the. ex tension of tolegraplis 
all over PtMvijt., under a Persian ISlinisttn- of 



A LKSSON IN THH KORAN. 


Tch*gra}>lts with nii Kiiglisb jniviser. P(^rsia 
had thus not only b(*en opened up to eom- 
mimieation witli fonsgu eomitri^vs, but. had 
betai grcjutly lieifXMl in tJie (Mint rol of her own 
provinces. 'J'liroughout th(3 country the British 
telegraph oflieials lieeame a powei* for good in 
many ways, and their work was greatly appr*^- 
(!iat(i(l. It was of ineelculablt*. value to Pcjrsin. 

Aiioth(*r great bera'flt eonffirred upcjii tin* 
country by British intt*rv<*nt ion was tlie 
definition of thfj IV‘rsian frontiers on IIkj (^ast 
— first belw(?(*n P<‘r.sia and Balueliistau, and 
laiter }>etw^(*en PcTsiai and Afglianistan in the 
disput(‘d district of S(;istan - by tho first !)ir(‘.<*tor 
of 4'<*legraphs in Tersin, Sir Fnuli'rick (hjidsmid. 
4’h(*s(^ si^ttlements w(;re made in tlici en.rly 
’seventies, and wijre afttawanls completed by 
missions under Sir Thoinas Holdicb and Sir 
Demy iVhATahon. A small but increasing 
trade was tlnis opt-ned up }>etw<;en India and 
Persia by W'ay of Sei.stan. 
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Thr» Ifitorpiyt iilso of the* of Xiisir-iid-D-n 

Shall wius marked hy eonsideralilo devc^lopments 
in file relaticms het.uecai ( h'eat J^ritain and 
Persia. If- was a. time of ofnitiinied and ^rowin^ 
ri valry Ijel u (‘en IiUssiaa,n<l I'kij^laiid. Xotwitli- 
standin^ fliis i-i\a.lr\', w hi<*h k‘d to tin* emisfanf. 
tfiwartinK of lirifisli sr*hemes hy liiissian in- 
llueiKM*, (Jreaf Ihifain f>hfaine<l fr<»Fn tla^ Shah 
some Ijsoftjl eoneessioiis, wJiieli wcTe 1 >ei i(‘fic-ial f <» 
hoi li sidrs. In l.SSS, la r^el ow in^/ I o f hiMaierfi^y 
of the Ihitish .Minisfer, Sir Hiairy J)ninion<l 
W'oUT, th(‘ Shall aeiri'd to open to eomnH*rc*ial 
navigation the lower* jiai'f of the J\arun river. 
The value of this eoia*ession was va.slly oxaii- 


sitlerablo trade was developed, an<l tlie 
f-oiintr^' greatly benefited, so tliat “ tlie re. , 
Jiistory of the Karun Valley adds yet ariof }. 
])aeitie triumph to the long list already w<.n ’ 
the ofTieials and iiic*rehants of (Jnait Hritain.' 

Another eonec^ssion, grantc'd in 188!), wa>. ♦ 
the foundation (d* a Hrifish hank, to he rail. 
th(^ Imperial Hank of Persia, with the 
riiiht to issue notes. This institution had at hi 
many ililliculties to overeomo ; hut- it pn»\, ,; 
to ho of the greatest use to all elassi's of Persian 
and to the Persian (h)V’(‘rnim*nt ilself. 

A third Mritish concession was les.^ for- 
tunate, This was the grant to a company 



gi'iMted h\ I he JJriti^h puhlie, for, as 
ri'inarki'd, f hi' i*iv er is navigahl.' foi* 
mor‘(‘ than a. hundnd miles, and does nof 
reach the plateau of Persia at all. Also the 
concession was mari’ed hv the provist\ a 
fU’oviso not i»nly destructive hut opposed to 
llritish ITeaty riuhts. that no buikliugs were 
to be erected on the banks of the river, such as 
ei’ial st f>n's, wai’ehouses, shops, caravanserais, 
workshops, ete. !u spite of all this, chii'tly by 
the tact and porsisteme of .Alessrs. Lynch Bros., 
who opened up a new road from tlio old capital 
at Ispahan across the mountains to the river, 
and ran steamers for a time at a loss, a eon- 


\\fu^ray ^Iri'uf. 

in 1890 of entirt' control over the prodiie- 
tioii and sale of tobacco in Persia. Thi- 
eoneivssion a lTeetc'd not- only tobacci.) grow el - 
and sellers, but the wlioli? ja'ople, men niid 
Wi>men alike, for in Jh'rsia everv'one -mokes. 
Its terms arousi'd general indignation, and 
ev’ent ually t lie chief religious authority publish‘‘i I 
an order by wbieli smoking was wholly forbidden 
throng] lout the country. The order was im- 
plicitly obeyed, except, so far as is known, by 
one man, the Mmister of Telegraphs, whose 
triendship for the Liiglish w’as so great tliat ho 
gallantly sat on his open balcony in the capital 
smoking his “ kalian.” one else dared to do 
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- 1. and as ilist urbiirioos w(‘n^ l)n'iikiiiir out tlu* 
ii.ili c*aiiCH'Ilc*d tlie coiu’fssioii, tu ])a.y 

sum of iMOOjOOO (o tho c*oiu|jii!iy as t-om- 

, , ii'^atiuii 

The state of affairs in Ik'rsia during: < lir next 
;i\e years, the c-lusiiig years of th(‘. Shah's life, 
,;iul of the oM order in LVrsia., was not. entirely 
M.*e from trouble: but it was one to which 
i iany IVnvians must ha-ve since looked back 
with deep regret. Tlie indt'])endence of Persia 
was ostensibly complett*, and the Shah was an 
nbsoluto rnonareh, with no constitutional limits 
whatever to Itis powiT ovi^r the proptafy and 
lives of his subjects. In })raetico tle^ treaty with 
<]je Russians an<l subsequent, events had some- 
what impaired Persian iiKhpcndtaice, and the 
Shah’s sovereign rights within his kiugdoni weri> 
limited by two circumstances which he could 
not affonl to disn'gard — namely, the possibility 
of popular revolt against ojjpression, and the 
power of the priesthood, who administcrcHl a 
large part. of th(^ law and had gri'at inniaaice in 
olht*r ways. Nasir-ud-Din, a tiioroughly virile 
man, was in many ri'spect s a strong rnha*. Well 
huilt and well featured, ho livi'd an outdoor 
libs was an extraordinarily g(»od shot, and if, as 
wiis said, ho lov('d wine and V'omi'n, lie always 
kept himsi‘lf in vigorous hi'alth. ili* was also a 
man of exceptional intelligence an<l knowledge., 
bike the Tialors, lie knew when to yield, and 
couhl do so ungrudgingly, wliich madi^ him all 
t he st rong(‘r. He liad hehiud liim the (*xperieuco 
of I non* than forty years (^n tlie throne. It jniist 
he admitted that he had his faults : ho was 
.'^nmewhat ra|)acious and selfish, putting his (umi 
pN asures first and leaving tlio administ ration 
<>! tht^ country too much to others, whom he 
\N«“11 knew to ho corrupt if not incai)a,})li*. d’ho 
P<‘rsian Army, wiiich long aft'H' the beginning of 
th<‘ cent my' had ])(*(*n cajiablo of making a good 
light against Russian troops, and had generally 
held its own against the Turk ami tJie Afghan, 
'Viis now ])ractically non-existent— a few 
tliousand ujen without J)ay or discipliiio oi- 
uiodern arms. Tlio only (‘fiicient force in Persia 
was a small body of so-(*a.lled (Jossacks, ofiicered 
hy Russians, wliic'h had Ijeun ft^rmeil in 1 SS2, 
ufter Great Rritain had declined to lend 
'»lhcers for a similar purpose. Tlie country 
was badly rul(*d, the practice being to put up 
to auction every year tlie farm of the several 
provinces, and leave the Governors to recoup 
themselves as they pleased for the sums they 
hail paid to the Shnh and his ofiicials. The 
ciiston^s wer<* also farmed, and tlu* collection of 


the royal Ian<l faxes was left to a body of men 
over whom tln*re was no siqiervision. ITndi*r 
such a system it may easily be understood that 
Persia was being steadily im^ioverished, and 
that tlu* imperial re\ enue was small. It 
ainoiuitt'd to K*ss than a. million and a hajf 
sfi*rling, and the Treasury was alwa.ys in 
dillieulties for i‘ead\' moiu'\'. fi'lu* n*a.l head of 
tlm a.dministrat ion was Asghar Ali, llu' i*rimo 
Minister, or Sadr Azt‘m, who had h(*ld the post 
for sonu* years and thoroughly iiiulerstood liow 
to manage, his royal master. man of low’ birth, 
hut of singularly atlra.eti\'e manners, and in 
liis way strong and adroit, tlu* Sadr .A/i'iii hail 



\ I- If it it t ir Fry. 

SIK PKHCV SYKHS. 

Formerly Brilisli (kmsul-CJencral at Meshed. 
Author ()?■ “ \ History of |•crs^a.” Restored order 
in Southern Persia in 1916. 

boeome 4!xtn‘im'ly powerful. lie wa.s popular 
with tairo])( ‘a ns, for lie was meiry and pheasant 
aiul enferta.ine«l lavishly. \or was lu* unpopular 
with I\T^iaiis in general. Ihit he w a,s a. man of 
llie old school, with no ea|)a.e,ily fiir administ ra- 
tion, tlioronghly eorrujit, and, witli all Jiis out- 
ward honhoHiio, unsern})uli ms and \'indie.t i\'(‘ to a 
ra.re degree. “ Snt }n’oJnsus, alirni a pprlms,"' lie 
drt‘w from the farm of the enstoms an<l many 
other sources an ineonu^ far larger tliaii that- of 
any hairopea,ii ITirne Miiii'-I<*r, aiul had beeiurie 
a man of gri*»it wea.llh. 

Neverth<*l(‘ss, the eoiulition of J^ersia, nndor 
the last of its autocratic kings was not alto- 
gether an niiluifipy one. Tho country no 
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lon^(‘r Jiiid jiow^T to sfajid by itself against 
foreign n.ggn*ssion ; l)nt it was field np by 
rivalry betweiai Kiiglarid aiul Hiissia, and inain- 
tain(‘d an ap|)a.rent independeneo by steailily 
playing off oiio Power against the other. 
lOxeept thc^ aiiiiual fiayincait duo to the 'Pobaeeo 
Company, iVrsia liad no national debt what- 
ever, and this amoimied only to a few months’ 
r(ivt^niie. The people were misruled, but were 
able to protect themsidves against intolerable 
oppression by turbulint action against (heir 
weak go\'t‘rnors, and their material condition 
was not oia^ fif real hardshi]). Accustomed 
from (ime imna'inorial to (la* autocralic ruk* 
univ<*rsal in the Kast, and fei'ling no ih'sin* for 
repres(‘ntative ins( i( ii( ions or o(her W(‘st<*rn 
hixuri(*s, such as a pure judicial system, 
and roiwls and ra-ibNays, (la*y ha.d no grea.t 
<*aus<' of complaint. Xor did (hey greatly 
complain, ddien* was murmuring at (imes 
and occasional disorder; buf, on (la* whoh*, 
tla*,y liki'd (heir gallant old Shah ; and with 
(heir sunny clima(e, a.nd ehea)) food, and not 
(oo imah hard work, they passed (heir time* 
happily <»nougli. Tla*ir (ii-m conviction was that 
everything I’ersian was immeasurably superica* 
(o everything foreign, and all they really wanted 
was to hi* h*ft in ]M*aee. 

'rhe n'lation-i bet^^t*eu (he two rival Powers— 
Kngland ami l^ussia - were at (hat tina' 
wateliful, and mon* or less antagojiistic. 
The g^'ographieal and military position of 
fiussia gavo lnr l)V' far the stronger hand in 
(liis game; but the j)ositiou of Kngland 
was not wholI\' \insa( isfaetory. It migiit, if 
(ht* Jliiti'^li hami had bet'ii boldly’ jjlay^ed, 
ha\e beeona* much more so, for in 1 Sib'S a 


change of g ivernment in England had 
groat hopes in Persia, and the (dd Shah, al\\ji\*, 
in want of money, had made overtures for ;ni 
arrangonuait by^ which in return for a. loan 
he< w’oiild have jjilaeed himself to a gr(*at i xli ni 
in Bridsh hands. Jhit thf^ credit of Pirsia 
in the English market was then vtay knv, luiil 
tho loan, small as it was, could not be raisnl 
without a guarantee, which, though the secnrii.\ 
was ample, the British Government would nci 
give. The proposal therefore fell through, 
tho Shah was dt‘eply flisappointerl, and th«‘ 
chance was lost, never to recur. Still J^aighunl 
retained much weight in Persia. Tho GerniiiU''. 
already bent upon a grt^at scliemo of develop 
m(*ii1. eastward, through 'rurkey, were hegin- 
iiirig to show’ eonsid(*rable iii(er(*st in Perris 
as well, and had nearly^ sueei'edod in ohtaiiimL’ 
IX eoneession for an important road Ix'twccii 
the Turkish frontier ami Teheran ; but as m i 
(h(*v bad ]>ractieally no iiifluenee. Nor ha 1 
any other European Power. As it was said. 
“ Tn Persia Enghmd and Russia play (h<‘ 
game, the others look on and mark th'‘ 
points.” 

Snell was the euudition of affairs when iu 
]Mav* 180(), Persia w as startlixl and sh«>eked h\ 
the news tliat tin* Shah had been murdered. 
Some years earlier he had expelled from tl»»‘ 
country a Persian named .Jamal-ud-din, wli*' 
had made a name for himself in Enro])e and 
elsew here as a Musulman preacdier and reformer. 
One of this man’s disciples, di'cply impre»<‘d 
l.y his tcaeliing and his wrongs, had determined 
to kill the Shall, and taking advantage of Hi- 
^laje.sty's visit to a mosque near Teheran, luui 
shot liim through the heart as he was about t<> 
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kneel down in prayer. Nasir-ud-din erit‘d out 
“ Ai Khiida ! ” (“ Oh, Ood ! ”) and Ml forward 
- — dead. Tlie Sadr Azein, who was with him, 
at onee had the body earried to a elosod ear- 
riago, anti giving out that tho Sliali was t)nly 
slightly wounded, drove baek to the Palace 
at Teheran. From tlierc^ he sent word ttj the 
British and Russian representatives, who soon 
afterwards joined him ; and with their Jielp 
arrangements wt're made* ft)r the succession 
of the Heir Apparent, who, according to eusto»u, 
was at Tabriz as Coveruor of Azarbaijan. 
It was a critical neunent, for tlwn* wt‘i\^ at t h(' 
capital sevta-al regiments of troops wlio liad 
rectaved !io ]:>ay for years, and hail lately shown 
a thrtMitening spirit. One of t lu' SJiah's sons 
was Pommandor-in-Ohief, but in tliis tanergency 
h(^ refus(‘d to take any action, anti ajipiit'tl for 
protection to the J^ritish anti Kussinn bt'ga- 
lions. The PrimcATinister, ht)Wi‘ver, acft*d w ith 
spirit anti prompt it uile. Money ft)r the pay- 
nit'iit of the J Persian trot)j)s was supplietl by 
t hti British Jhink, anti ilistributed immtMliatcly ; 
the Ot)ssack rt^giment, uniter its Russian 
t)niccrs, was called out tt> patrtd tht* tt»wn: 
a.ntl in the nit)rniug, when the news of (lit* 
SJiah's death becami* kntiwu, all was in tn*dt*r. 
A f(‘W wetdis later the new' Shah, ^ruzatler- 



THH KOTAL PASS, ON THR ROAD 
FROM BUSHIRK TO SHIRAZ. 

ud-din, arriveil in Ttdicran and tpiii'tly sue- 
ctH'ded to (lit> tlnt)n«‘. 

W’tMik in charactt‘1*, anti nt>l strtaig in h(*alth, 
he crt'attMl from tin* first an imfa.vt curable 
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iinf:>n*sHif>ix in '^rrlifnin. Sik*)i whs liis fear of 
shariiijjc liis failicr’s fato tJiaf 1 h» had not th«^ 
<!otira^<*, to iiiako a public; oidry into his rapital ; 
hut hahod soiia* nulo.s oufsidt' and stnio into 
liis pH.hw*o in t)ii‘ <lcad of ni^ht. 'Tliis oxcitod 
tJu3 o[irn riorisioti of tho Pcrsiun'^, who, wlint- 
<*V(‘r HOI no may tliink, (’<ro not wantiiii^ in 
oouraj^o thomscK'os, or in^'llnod to torgivo th<* 
want of it in thoii* rulers. From that moment 
“ 8ist(»r .MuzafTer/’ as they railed him, had lost 
raster witli his jieojJe, and lie never regained 
it. 

^'ef in spite of his \\eakness, ])erhaps in part 
heeause of it, his r(‘ign was an important one 
in th(5 history of Persia. It xvas the reign in 
whieh autocrat ie ruU; pass*^! away from the 
country after 25 ci‘nturi<;s, and her peoph* 
received their first ( onstitiition. 

It would not hi' easy to explain in full tho 
causes whieh led to the new order of things. 
Put briefly it. may he said that from the time 



SHAIi MUZAH HH-UD-DIN. 


the Shah came to the throiu' his one leading 
idea .seemed to he the procuring of largo sums 
ot money to las ish on I’xt ravagant foreign 
tours, or on his favourites. When ho had 
dissipatcil in this way such treasuro as ho had 
inherited from his father,* and the family 
domains, Jiis only resmiree was a foreign loan. 
He dill make an effort to reform tho Customs 
administration hy the iiitroduetion of J3clgian 
controllers, and this step was in a measure 
ttucccssful, but it did not supply his immediato 



SHAH MIRZA MOHAMED ALI. 

w’ants. In Groat ]3ritain, owing to the refusal 
of the British Govcrnmiuit to give a guarante.e, 
inoni*\v was not to he got; and in 11)00 tho 
Shah turned to Die Russians, from whom he 
roeeivoil on severe terms twM) loans aggregating 
about four millions. The money wa.s mostly 
sipiandered, and tho loans jirovod disastrous i(» 
tho eountry, for they vvon^ tho forerunners of 
several more, whieh hopelessly embarrassc<l 
tho I’ersian linaneos and aroused a violent feel- 
ing of resoatinent among tho Persians. 'J’hcv 
also led to a Porso-Kussian Customs agreement , 
wiiioh was very uufa\ ourahlo to Persia and, 
incidentally, to Hritish trade. Then began, 
with remarkable suddenness, a popular outcry 
for various administrative changes. Few, if 
any, of the Persians appeared to know’ exactly 
what they wanted ; but a strong s£>irit of dis- 
content with the old order, and of desire for 
something else, had undoubtedly j)ermeated 
the nation. How it had come no one could 
tell. As one eminent Per.sian said, “ None of 
ns know. It seems to have risen out of tho 
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ground. It may luivo l^eon duo in part to the 
fervent preaching of Jamal -lai-din. '1'ht‘n 

the result of the Russian war with Jajuin 
produced an extraordinary effect upon the 
J»c;rsiaus. who imagined that whatevt‘r th»' 
.lapanese could do would bo easy for them 
-whether it wert» to defeat a great military 
Power or to reform a system of government. 
Altogether, the spirit, of unrest and self-assta- 
tion was arouserl, and under the guidance^ 
some men who had been in Europe, tlio ik'w 
fooling took the form of a demand for a Con- 
stitution, JT. demand which, strange to say, 
received con.siderablo support from the priest- 
Iiood. After the Shah had made one eoncosiun 
after another, and some twelv’e or fourteen 
tliousand Persians had taken “ bast sanc- 
tuary— in the Rritisli Legation — a common 
nietliod in Persia of bringing pressure to bear 
on a Gov(a*nment •— Mu/.afft‘r-ud-din finally 
gave way, aial in August, lOOti, he signed a. 
papiir granting the people a National Assembly. 
Two months later the Assembly ^\as formally 
o])ened by tlie Shah in p<u'son, though no 
membt'rs had yet been elected but those for 
the city of Tehc'rau. Th<*u the Assembly pro- 
<*eeded to draw u]4 a written Cinist itution 
on Western lines ; and in January, lt)07, this 
was signed and ra.tified by tho 8hali and liis 
Heir Apparent . A few day.s later tlu' Shah died. 

Thus, with a suddenm'ss which was astound- 
ing to all concernoil, the i’ersian.s found ihem- 
s(‘lves in poss<‘ssiou of th(‘ rights and liberties 
which live yeaiv before no one among tliein 
would have dreamt of receiving, or desiring. 

It may perliaps bo mentioned here that during 
the reign of Muzaffer-nd-din, in 11)03, the 
Viceroy of India, Lord Curziai, paid a visit to 
tho Persian Gulf, which was of some import - 
iwico, particularly in connexion with tho J3er- 
sistont efforts of Germany for five years j^ast 
to gain a footing on the coast of this sea. In 
these efforts sho was helped by tho Turks. Lord 
Ciu'zon’s attitude towards the (juostion of tln^ 
Persian Gulf liad always been a (h^cided one, 
and his visit w’as of much advantage to Rritish 
iiit(»rests. 

^lu/.affer-ud-din was succeeded by bis son, 
Mohamed Ali, and it very .shortly iK-came e\i- 
dont that the new 8Iiah, though he had sigra^d 
tho Constitution, had not the smalh^st intf*ntion 
(if abiding by his wurd. Arrogant cvcai beyoinl 
the wont of his family and wanting in self-con- 
trol, ho entered at once upon a cciurse of atdioii 
which could only cial in di.sastcr. W’liilc tlio 


fcclijig in favour of tlu' National Assembly 
increased daily throughout the country, taking 
various forms, some of them h gitimatc enough, 
some vioKait and indeftaisihle, iMohainod Ali 
seenu'il determiiu'd to stamp out tho whofi' 
inoveiiaait and Ix'eonn* a.n abstilute moiiareb 
like his ancestors. One of his first acts was 
to call back !«> Tc'luaan bis grandfather’s old 
iVlinistcr, Asgbar Ali, w ho w as known to bo reui*- 
tionary in his views, and was conse((iH'iit ly 
miinh'rcd by an ardent “ Nat ioiialist .” Tlu» 
British atid Russian Legations, now' acting 
together, gave the Shah good a.(lvie<s which 
he [iraetieally disregarded. Matters went, from 



ABDUL KASSIM, NASIR.UI -MUI K, 
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bad to worse, 'TIk re was ligliling in 'Fa-bri/, and 
in T(*heran itself, wlu'n* <ln‘ National Assemljly 
wjis ))rokt'n up by '-bell fire. h’inall\', in 11)01), 
when the Ivussiiiiis linil pushed troops into 
Tabriz, and to witliin a lmu<lr*ed mil(;s of 
Tt'heraii, for the proteetion of J']uropf*aus, 
“ Nat i»)nalist ” force's, iueludiiig a eout ingc'iit 
from tlie; gre'ai Ihikhtiai’i tribe, marelied u[jon 
tlni eai)ita.l, aud, skilfully outmaiKcuvriiig the 
Shah’s troo[>'^, made tliemselvi*s mast.ers ot it. 
d lui Shall wa.s depos<*d by tlui Xa.lioual A.ssein- 
bly, aud bis son Alinied, a boy ele\e)i yejiis <d 
age, was pul oii tin; threuie. 

^leanwliile the fanaais Cejiiveiition of 1007 
between Russia aud J^higland had conu! intc/ 
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•,irce, and had bo<*u publishorl in Persia. As 
, M rycne knows, the pi irposo of this am-eemeut 
sjis to bring to an end the long rivalr^^ between 
Ih‘ two Powers in Asia, an<l with that objoet to 
ii fiiK' their respective splier(\s of intluenee. So 
Ml* as Persia was eojie(‘rned, the two eontraeting 
{ :o\ (‘ininents agreed to respe(‘t tla^ inti'grity and 
iii(lepen(h*nee of the country ; but in ordtT to 
a\(>id future misunderstandings reg^lrding tlieir 
iiibaests Persia was divided into three zones - 
Uiissian, Neutral, and Pritisli within wliieh 
the two Powers \M‘re to act on (‘I'rlain spin-ilied 
lines. 

'The idea of a, friendly understanding betwecai 
iMigland a.nd I^ussia was tint a. luav on<\ Jt luul 
ofien be! n more or l(‘ss x agiK'ly ])ut forward- 


for tliat general understanding. Itussians then, 
and for many years longi^r, regarded the twen- 
tieth century as tlaars, and were unwdlling to 
fetter tlii'inseKes Ity further positive' <‘ngage- 
ments. Tt wasnot unt il after t he Kuss!) -Japanese 
War, ail!! the changes of h'cling it brought about 
in Hussia, that a geiK'ral und(‘rstanding bi*i‘aine 
possibh'. As Lord l^ansdowne said iti tlie 
House of Lords iii DOT, “ until lat(*Iy we kjiow 
that she kei)t us at arm’s l(‘ngt]i.” 

As to till' specific terms of the ( ‘onvent ion, 
its critics had no ditVaailty in slowing that, 
especially with regard to Persia, the Pritish 
(lovernment had made a very indiffen'iit bar- 
ga.in. Praetiea.lly the whole of southern I^ia'sia., 
u[» to and including the lint* from Kerman- 
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auil for thirty years it had fouiul a eon.-,istent 
■■|<I\ oeate in Sir Alfri'd Lyall, w ho liad published 
a M'ries of jiapers dwi'lling upon tlie e^'ils of 
tile existing antagonism in Asia, between two 
nations “whose interests undoubtedly point 
tow ards amity and coiu'ordaTit view s in Kiirope.” 
llis argument throughout was that “ lliissiaand 
I'higiand c*annot l)o jjerpetually mano*u\ring 
• igaiiist i‘ach other iii Asin, if they fij'sire to act 
togi'ther in hairopc*,” and he ne\ er r 'a^ d to 
urge the advantagi's of a formal agreement, 
(u* to depreea.t(' tlu' excessive di'^trust of Pnssia, 
whii.'h then jirevailetl among Knglishmen. 
Sir Alfred Lyall had been Poreign Secretary 
in India, and his \ iews laid become the doctrine 
uf the Indian Pori'ign Otliee, with the result 
that in 188(), after a joint Honndary Com- 
mission, theix* was signi'd an agreement be- 
tween Russia and England which detiiu'd the 
uorthern bonier of Afghanistan. This wa* (In- 
lirst step tfiwards th*' genei*al umlcr>tanfling 
of 1007. Put In 1880 the time laul not yet i*omc 


r^hah ])y lfania.da.n, lspa.ha.n a.nd Vc'zd to 
the Afghan horder, ha.d till tlien been regarded 
a.s will within the hold of Hritisb infhienec 
a.nd Prifish trad<*, which ext(*n<led far hi*- 
yond thn.t line*. 'The line itself was now* 
plaec'd within the Pus'-ian zone, nial most of 
iheeoimtrv* to thf* south of it was made neutral, 
jiot Pritisli. '! hough Pussiau tnide and Kus- 
siau iiithic'iiei^ wei*e gaining some ground they 
were no1 in a position to justify sueli a partition 
as this, for, as Tftc. 1' tint’s afterwards point (*d out, 
Pritish interests lay “ almost ex<-hisively in the 
iii'iitral zoii'^ and not- in ihii Pritish sphere.'’ 

^^’le•n Ihi* (’on\eiilion was signed, its effect 
ill PiTsia. was griMt, perhaps greater than in n,ny 
part of Asia. The Persians then for the first 
time found that thc^y could no longt'r rely upon 
tlu' rivalry nt whieli they hail ma le so mueli 
u<e. This w as a, sr-vere shock, and created much 
alarm. It made t he ( 'on\ l ut ion \'erv un[)oj>uhir 
throughout the eoiintry, d'his urifiojailarity 
was greatly increased hy the partition of 
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PiTsia into zonos of influt'noo, ovor tho iK.tvl and 
wittiout tin* kriowlod^i* (»f tho IV.rsians thein- 
soJvos. Coniin;' at a tina; when P<a*sia was 
stirriiu' witli n5v<jlut ionary fooling, and with 
joalonsy r>f for<‘ifrn int orforonoo, on acc^ount of 
tlio loans an<l oustonis agrooiiK'nt, tho (k>n- 
v«*ntion was in fact dooply rosontod, osjiocially 
hy tho “ Nationalists.’* 44io rosontniont wfis 
porhaps ospr‘oially strong agjiinst Kngland, 
whioli was roganh-d as having withdrawn hor 
support from Porsia ; and r<;sontni(‘nt was 
minglod witli sonant hing like contoinpfc whon 
it- was soon that- th(* Pritish liad apj)arontly 
siiirondoi'od thoir long-standing position in 


so doing. But in considering the Persian qn. 
tion there can be no use in shirking tho ohvi , 
fact that the Convention lowortid the pro-t 
of England in that country, wliile arou , 
resentment against both of tho J^owors aft- 
wards allied in tlie Groat War. 

It may be observt'd hero that tho suppo.. 
reason for t)i(i acceptance by tho Britisli (h)V( f 
inont of a British zone so com])lotoly iriocio* , 
tent vv'ith tho established position of P.ngl.ind 
in Persia was that this zone incliak'd all rf,.. 
terrilory which tho Commander-in-Chief ,,, 
India, then Eord Kitchener, was jirejiand im 
< lcfond by force of arm's. If this w as in f.ir t 
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Pnrsiji i>y eonsnnling lo n, jjartition whi<*h im»u- 
lint‘d th<‘ir splirrt^ uf iidlueinH^ to a- sma-ll tract, 
I'hiefly desert, in the south-east, while giving 
to Ibissia all thi‘ norlhorn half of tlu' count r\' 
and neutralizing tiu' n'st. It wa.s felt 1 ha,t sueh 
an arrangiMiM nt ecatld only b«' diu' to conscious 
w ea.lvness. 

'rh('.'~»‘ facts m no w n.y ]a’(n'ed tliaf the 
( \’>nvent i» »n w a.-s on grnoi’a.1 grouials a bad oiu*. 
Its aim and :-(‘op(‘ wi'rt' something \ i ry mueh 
la-rgt'i* a.nd more important t h.in tho fiH'ling 
of t h(' I\'r'-ian<, or t h<‘ political stjinding of 

(Jreal Miitain in INr^ia, and if to obtain a 
g<Mieral im<lt‘i -tarivling with Hus^ia. onr (Io\ern- 
meiit sho\\(\| ^,on'.e disposition to accept terms 
I»'ss favonrahio than tlicN’ had a right to expect, 
they were not perhap'> gri'atly to he blami'd for 


(RUSSIAN) SPKN IN TEHERAN. 

the reason fortlu? arrangement, it can liard!.\ )'«■ 
roga.rded as anything inort^ than an inditlereiit 
excuse for an indifferent bargain. 

Nor can therc^ bf' mneli ((U(\stif>n tlin-t diiriiii: 
th(' sevtm troublous yt'a-rs which (‘lapsed 1» 
tw’cen the signing of the Convention 
tlie onthn'a-k uf war, while llu* PiasiiUi 
w(‘re trying, under great ditlieiilt i‘s joid 
with no gr(’a.t sueet‘ss, tc.) work out tl- 
problem of turning a corrupt and iia'lliei' i ’ 
tk'spolism into a well-govt'rned const itut ioc ' ' 
Statt'. (Iri'at Ih’ita, in se(‘m(‘d ti) a-eeept a. soin- 
w liat uiidigniti(Ml position, supporting the act i* ; 
of Russia (‘\'(‘ii wh(‘n that n-etion seem(‘d htn‘dl> 
fair to Pt'vsia, or considerate to (Jrect BrilcO’ 
hers(‘lf. ()iu‘ instance may be eited, tlie ca'^e « 
^la.j(^r Stoki s. In that instance the American 
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'rr<‘a..siiror-G('noral, wlioin tlu' Persian (1<>v<‘rn- 
Tuenl, liiul appoiiitcHl to roor^aiii/.o their rma.ne<‘s, 
'-elect ( mI Major Stokes, ]MiIita.r\ Attac he in the* 
Fritish Le^^ation, as tlio fittest jx'rsoji to emn- 
maiid a. n(*u' gendarmerio wliieli it- was ])ro]M)sed 




to oiiihody- It' Nva- jii the eirenmsii 
rat hi‘r rislvN’ st(‘j) to take as tin* Ih’itisli 
OttU-o seeuw to ha\e felt, ; hut w hen Mr. 
pressed it their repl\' \\ a.s that hf'fore a.i 
tile a.p])oi!it ment Ma joi* St<>k<‘s must I’e: 


u’oi^n 
Shuster 
'ceptin^ 
sijin Jiis 
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THE RUSSIAN GENERA I. BARATOEF (IN UNIFORM) AT THE RECEPTION BY 
THE SHAH IN THE PALACE AT TEHERAN. 

The marble throne can be seen in the backjjround. 




THK SHAH Oh PHkSIA INSPliCTING A KOSSIAN AKKOPI.ANE AT TKHEKAN. 

( I ho Shah is the second fijjure from the left.) 


(•nMiinis>.ioii ill Hu* liHliiin Annw Ma. j< »r St oki-s 
and tin* v rnnuMit naliiriilly it'^iardiHl 

this ri'ply a^ ;»i\ int: assent, and acti'd upon it. 
Tin'll I\ii'<>.ia <»l)jectrd, on the ground appa- 
rt'iitlN’ that a |{|■ill^^h siil>j('ef slunild not he 
einploM'd in such a position within the nortlu'i’n 
zone, a.nd tlu' Hritisli I''oieii;n Of1ie»' ad\ ised 
.l*er-»ia. to yit'hl to tlu' ohjt'etion, though in tlieor\' 
Persia, was indept'ndent and entith'd to make 
t he a{>point iiu'iit . VV/e 7’////r’.s* I'onmientt'd upon 


the ^aei]Iatioll shown on tin's oeeasion, and 
ol)'^e^\■^•<I that the “ aflair refii'ett'd no credn 
on ('itht'i* tile Hritish or tlio Kussian 
Fon imi Ofhees.” Jt certainly' was not ealeii- 
latt'd to raise Hritisli pn'stigc' in Feivia. 
There wen* too many instances of tin* kiial 
ami the Lreneral impression left upon tin 
mind of any om* reading tlie newspapers and 
hhie hooks of the time would probably be that 
as the Jb'itish (hivernim'iit had shown a some- 
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V iwit ex('essivo coinplucency in a^rtH'in^ to tlu* 
; ,rns of tlio ( 'onvontioii, so tlu‘\' n.ftt'ru 
.. muocI a soinowliat <‘X(*(\ssi\'(' (‘on^plitconcy in 
, ,ii\intJ: it out. Stil! it- nui\' lx* lulmitttxl that 
\ thoiit. th(‘ f'onv(*ntion tli(' stalt' of ulTairs in 
1 , niiszht liavt' hocui ovon worso than it 
)., raiiK* MitJi tlH‘ (.’onvt'iit ion in forc(\ ;iiid in 
cast) t}i(‘ ^jononil uiidorst findiM^*^ with 
bore inx iiluahlo fruits oIs»‘n\ Imrr. Jt i>. 
from that jioint of tlint tin* (’on 

v.Mlion must a,l\va.ys ho judgi'd. ItsoflVot nn- 
,lMijhto(Uy was to I>rin^^ Kussia a,nd lOn.ulaiHl 
I . iji'l h('r, and pul. a.n ond to <ui a.nla.^oni.'>in 
wlni h liad lon<^ |.hn‘a.t<‘nod the poHC(‘ not only 
,1 A^ia hut. of tin* world. 

'I’o iM'turn In I lu* oourst* of affair;- in IN rsia. 
Jin r the d('])osition of Alohainod Ali Shah.. It 
ins us(‘l(\ss to d<» mon* than ^i\(‘ a. \'nr\ hrirf 
-unanary of (‘\t;nls hotwt'cn j l)ni> and JJ)I4. 

I Jiiniu;: 1 1 * at I inu* the ^o\ < run ion t. of tin* count r\ 
cari’ii'il on hir^'ly in a-ccordanco m it h the 
Mi'ws of th(* Ah'jlis or >^hi.t.ional Ass(‘inhly, a 
which (‘onta.inc<l m its ranks sonn* nncjiH s- 
iiMiiahl\’ pal Viol ic and <‘nlii;hl (‘n<‘d nun who 
\' < r-c dninj^ their Ix'st. for the connlr\', hiil con 
Mined a I o, a.s was only nal ura.l, nia,n\' n nan her.- 
'Aio sh<»wcd no si^n of | )i‘a.cl i( a,l ahility to 
iiiulci’stand the new conditions, and sona* who 
\\< fc r(*a.cl ionaiy a.nd corrupt . f'roin tlic \ onnii 
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Shah of course no lielp cotild he <*xpec|(‘d ; and 
the Kc;j[enls appoint<*«l h> eonirol the adminis 
I rat ion, one of w horn, \asii* n!-l\lnlh. w as a in a.n 
of hairopean ediKation and hiiih ehai‘a.cler, 
found that I la ir powi'i’s were insullicieni to 
enahh* I la m l(» do I la'ir w ork effeci i\ el \ . 4 'heri' 



(JUNS CAPTURED BY THE RUSSIANS AT KERMANSHAH. 
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MIK/A HASSAN KHAN, G.C.M.G. 

MuKhir-ed-l)owleli. Special Knvoy, and several 
times Minister of Foreign Affairs and Frime 
Minister. 

\An.s iKM-d of hioih'v, for during the dis- 

orders of tlie last two y(‘ars the collection of 
taxes had h(‘en |)rae( ieull y ahandoned, and the 
Mejlis was v(‘rv ri'hn-tani to raise any foreign 
loans. 'J'iie army, with the e\(M])tion of tlie 
small (Jossa(‘k Hrigadt* under its Kussian ofH<*(*rs, 
was unpaid and uth'rly inellieient. It had for 
many y<'ars het’ii very small in numht'rs, an<l 
now it had fi»r all ])raelieal ])urposes eeased to 
exist. All over tlu' country tlisorder liad 
broken out, and it inereased year by ye>vr. The 
roads in tla* south, and imh^ed in most parts, 
lu'canu' thoroughl\ unsafe’, and all trade suffered 
severely. In llUt* the state of things in this 
res|)eet was su< h tliat the Ih’itish (lovernment. 
thought it dc’sii’uble to inform the I’ersians that 
unless th(‘y resti>red order within three months 
the task wt>uld have to be undertaken by levies 
uiuh’r 1 Iril ish Indian otlieers- a i)roposal after- 
wards wisi’ly a.bandoned. Tii the following 
year, Na.sir-ul -Mulk being 1 ieg<‘nt , s(aue serious 
attem[>ts WH-ri’ made’ to im[)ro\'c' the situation, 
A capable ami lK>nesf Americ’an, Mr. Sinister, 
was put. in eharge of the Treasury, which was 
imt only empty but owed a <‘onsiderable sum in 
arrears. He did some exeelU’ut w ork, but, not 
thoroughly understanding tlie situation, lie 
unfortunately came into eontliet with the 
Hus-ia-ns, w ho. after a few months, called for his 


dismissal, and sent an ultimatum to the Prp 
Govca'ument containing this and other dean. t* 
They were perforce a.eeepted, for a Uu- 
force w’as wdthiii a liimdred miles of the ea|.. 
About the same time some Swedish oHiecas . 
brought intf) the country to raise agtaidarm- i 
for the restoration of order on the trade idut. 
and elsew lien*. 

Jhit the sitiuition was now comjjlieated hv 
the landing in Persia of the ex-Shah ^loha.ti - i| 
Ali, whose adherents ra.ised trouble in v.ujf.;-. 
districts and threatened to a-dvaiiee cai Ij,, 
eapital. One of tliem, Ai shad-iul-Dow |, }, 
actua.lly did advanee to within forty miles of g, 
with a foree consisting mainly of Tureom.oe. 
Ifo was met by a suialN’i* body of Xalii»nalj-i 
troops, w'lio def(‘at('d him and took hifn prisom r. 
"^riH’ii follow(‘d a ])athetit5 scc’iie wluc’Ji reea.IU 
in some measun? the story of Di‘a.k<‘ a.uf] 
Doughty. Tlie vanrpiished general, wiio had 
h(’(’u wounded, was courteously lreat(’<l l»y the 
Nationalist chh’fs. Tliey att(’iid(‘d to hi,-, 
wound, let him have all lu’ wanted, and kept 
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i ii in friendly eonversatioii for some lioiu\s of 
iiiglit. Then, Mgainsl his entreaties, the 
j .Mating broke up, and early the iu*xt moruing 
I , was led out to oxt'eution. Asking that his 
i.ulv might be sont to his wit’o in Tt‘lu‘ran, 
,.it] that a loeket ho was wearing shouUl bo 
l.iiriod with him, he stood up with his eyes nn- 
I ,.iii<lii‘-ied and reeeiv(‘d a volley from tlu* firing 
lie fell, but only oiu‘ bull<‘t. hail strnek 
1.1(11. and a second ])arty w a>. told olT to finish 
ilir wnrk. WluMi all was ready he rose to his 
j;iit rs and again faced the lino of rifles, ca.lling 
nul as he did s<^, Long live ^Nlohamed Ali 
Sl’.ali/’ Then he f(‘ll dea<l. Tt wa,s a d(‘ath 
Nshich show(‘d that (iourage and loya.lfy a.r(‘ to 
ht‘ found among iN'i‘sians. Arshad-ud -Dow- 
1 ,‘h’s defc'at. saved Teheran, and pra<Hi(‘ally 
(lestroy<Ml the ex-Sha.h’s oliance of regaining 
his 1 hrone. 

About tho same tinnj two or three* sejuailroe.s 
of liuliari cavalry wc'n^ sent up to Sliiraz. I’his 
place b«‘ing over a liundn^cl inih^s from tlu^ sea 
hy a, (litthailt jnountain road, flanked by wild 
trilx'snaai, th(^ step was not a wise^ one; an<l 
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London ; h'oreign Minister and Prime Minister. 

it proveil nnfort uiiati*, for tho regijia'nt (M>uld 
do nothing in such a country an«l wa,s soon 
prac‘tiea,lly shut up. Aft(‘r n'lnaining iu a false 
position fur a y<‘a,r or nmii* ainl losing a Hrilish 
oflii’iM* a?id some! men killed, it. wa.s ^v’it In Iraw n, 
not without, dangi'r. The ltussia.us at t.haf. liiiai 
lia.il a.boul LLOfMf nn ii in tho iiiJi th of l‘i‘rsia., 
wdio could pri)1i*i*t 1 h^•msi‘l\’^^s. 

Si) matli-rs wtait ini, the country bocinning 
iiore a.inl miH’t! i list.urbt-d, until tlm Si)uthi*rn 
I’iiails wi i’i* pr’ai’t ically elf»si‘il and Hritish trado 
at a, standstill, wliik* the. si)*eallod Covornment 
at Tidu'ran niaih^ litth^ i>r im (‘ITin*!. Ii> ri*sti)rc 
oril<‘r. d hi^ Sui dish i)fhei*rs did rai.si? a e(‘rtain 
UumbiT of m(‘n fiir tln-ir gi ndanmirii), but. unih r 
gri*at iliflieult ii*s fi)r want of umiu^y, an*! 
meiitually with in» gri-al succi^ss. Iv\ei*pt in tin* 
c*apital, w in n* t In* (uissaek Lrigadi; ami a slnuig 
binly of Ihikht iari t rib<‘smi*n ki;pt mutters f juitd , 
a,nd in tho pri>vinei*s oi'cupiod by llu.ssian 
ti-i>ops, tlujro was littio security for prop(*rty or 
life. Xor was thfi situation impri)veil hy tho 
a<*tion i>f tliii (le.rmans, wlni ev'cr sim*i^ tho 
Kiis.siaii ilefeats in tln^ .Jaf)amiSi5 War hail hecome 
moro act i VO in thi‘ir policy, an<l were now 
working stouilily in variou.s ways to take 
advantage of tho popular fooling against 
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KASVIN. 


Eiij^laihl iMid Russiii. In 1 1) 14 t lu*v liad arcjuinMl 
C(>fisi(h*ral)lf‘ influrncc^ with soino of tlie iK'opln 
about tho (40Vtu‘nin(‘nt , and others. Such was 
thci eondit ion of afT<i.irs in J*(‘rsia in the slimmer 
of that fat(4’iil year. Persia was too disorganized 
and \vi*ak to tak<? any serious part in a great 
war, but her geographical iiosition and tlu‘ 
anarchy that pr(‘V'ail<5d throughout the country 
made lier a tine tiehl for th(» intrigue's and 
military action of others. It may be addc'd that . 


wliile (l(‘rma.ny was working in la a* (*ustoin.p \ 
inelfiod among thi' PiM’sians, lh»*ir old eneniir*., 
the Turks, had during the r(*eent m 

disorder encroarh(*d at various points upon tli» 
western frontier, ainl, though a mixed (^ne 
mission was at work ii[)on a giuieral settli'ineiit 
of the lim*, thi' 'Turks wta’e in possession «'i 
eonsidia abki trac'ts of Persian tei*j‘ilory. 

Shortly after tin* outbreak of war th(‘ Pei^i.m 
( Jovormnent declared its mnitralit \'. it w.i' 
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fi.iinlly in a position to act otherwise. Xo 
<l..ubt there was now among a large section 
of rlio people a fooling of hostility towards 
j<ussia and England. There was also, per- 
il. considerable sympathy for the Turks 
ii Musulinan I\)wer taking u]) anus against 
tlir infidel. On the other hand, though l^ussia 
^v;is withdrawing some of her troops for ser\'ico 
ol^cwhere, she was still capable of striking a 
swift blow* at tiie capital; and Englaiul. in 
^pite of her rather fee>)Ie proceedings during the 
la^t few’ years, could bo dangi‘rous if roused. 
ATort'over, both Russia and England still had 
many friends or partisans in th(‘ coin\try. And 
'rnrUey, though a .Musuhnau Row(‘r, was tlei'ply 
fmstile to tht^ Shiah faith. Public; o[)iui(>ii, 
llurefore, was by no nieatis utianimous. 
Finally, Persia, with all her glorious past ajid 
all tli<‘ national self-esteem wdiich was tin; result 
of it, had no army and no money. It was l)ntter 
for her. therefore, to stand aside if possihh; and 
run no risks. Rerliaps her deeision to do so. if 
indeed she had come to any rt>al deeision. was 
•stnaigt iK'ued by the |')ronipt. action taken by 
Knghind in landing a force* on Turkish soil at 
tlu* h('ad of tlu* P<‘rsia.n ( Juir and taking Ha,sra. 
U will be; r(*menib(‘red by those who have r<*ad 
an ea,rh(*r chapter of this History, Tin.; 
Adxanee towards Baghdad,” that the; taking of 
Basra was soon followed by the; dispatch of a 
brigade to oeeiipy Ahwaz in P(*rsian territory 
a,nd |)rol(*ct the Jiritish oil w*c*lls.* lioth. to 
north and south, thiavforo, Persia had Allied 
lruo[)s witliin her bord(3rs, and in some strength, 
rin* fact, unpalatable* as it might be, c(junse*lk*d 
[)rn< lt*ri(.*e. 

Hilt if Pe*rsia remaineel eai the outbreak of war 
ostensibly neutral, her territory was to b<*(*e)me; 
Hu* scene of varied fighting, the>iigh not eni a 
\t‘ry large; seuile;. A ediaptea’ e»f tliis History. 

• ‘ntitl(*d “ The Inte^rvenitieni of Turk(*y,” <h*s- 

• •rih(‘(l the sitnatiein in BH4 at the [loint edose; 
to Mount Ararat w he*re the' fronti(*rs eif Russia, 
Turke'y and Pe;rsia ee^nie together, and gave* an 
iU'count of the3 manner in whi(*h tin* Turks 
"ppehse'd te) the; Russian army e)f th * Pam-asus 
*iicd to turn tho Russian l(;ft by marching 
through l^i»rsia.n te'rriteiry on d"ahri/..’|' ddiis 
“iiportant town w*ae taken at the; h.-ginning »>f 
P)li> by a small Turkish fe)re*e, with the; liedp e>f 
oine thousanels e)f Kurd heirsemeu, the; Pe*rsiaiis 

'oaking no etTective; msistanee ; hut h«*fore; tin; 
acl of January the Russians, w he) hail evacua- 

* VoJ. X. ( 'li.’iptc'r <1 viii. 

t Vol. III. <'h»i)n*r xlix. 


ted the plae^e*, returiuHl and expedle;el th( 
invaelers. Afte'i* this nw’erse*. aiiel seiiiu) minor 
re'verse's which follow t'd it . the' d'urks apparently 
gave up the* hope* e)f aeding e*ffi'e*tivedy in the 
extrenu* north of P4*rsia. am I re'solvesl to thre)w* 
lh(*ir we*ight fartlu'r south upe)u the; Briti.sh at- 
.Miw’az aud, if ]>ossihle, upon the main reiad 
ruiuiifig from the Baghelad province to tho 
Pe*rsiau e*apital, by way e>f Ke'rmanshah and 
Hainadan. This was the* reead by which the'y 
could best, work upon the; int(*rior of Ik‘rsin., in 
eoope'ration with thi'ir (h'nnau allit;s, and 



THH AMIR OF AFf-H ANIS TAN. 

p(;rhaps even e*re‘a.te; a di\'e‘rsie)n against Enghuul 
in Afghanistan. Tia* (h*i'mans uea-e; re;aely to dei 
t hear sluire*. ddiey laid in KeTinausha-li a (saisul, 
Sc'lhineanann l>y name*. whe> was w'e*ll supplieal 
with mone*y anel had l)e;(*n we)rking eai(*rg(;tiea.lly 
among tlu* surre)uneling trilx'S. The?y had also 
at- Ispalian, in tlie* e*(*ntre* eif P<*rsia, an nn- 
oflie'ied ageait, Pugm. whe> was de>ing all he 
ce)nld te) raise* trouble* and te> y)i*rsua.de the; 
igne)nmt inhabitants that, tlie (le*rmans, in. 
e*luding the*ir Ka-isca’, had e*ml>raeeHl the; .Me)skaii 
fciith. ddiis individual dn*ss(*d himse*lf in 
PeTsian attire*, wore* aji a,rmk*t inscribed with 
the; Musuhiian Kahuna., or f>re)fe'ssion of faith, 
and was ge*ne*rn.lly da.ring a.nel piclure^srpic. 
In the caj)ital itself weTC the; (k'ninui .Miriiste'r, 
Prine;e; Rouss, the Austrian Minist<*r, luiel 
the* Turkish .Amlia-ssaeleir, all a.ppare*utly able* to 
flis[)e)s<3 of unl'mite;d moue;y and <'e)nsiel<a*a,blo 



times history of the war. 


cmantillcH of arms. An<l oIsov^hero, >n Slura/-. ui 
Yo/.l. in distant. Kor.nan, ovou in Afghamstan, 
Or, nan agents aero busily sprca.hng thoir 
f.a,U,s about G,.rma.x victories and tiro .spoody 
.„lvent of a 'i urco-Gonnan “''"y 
In Afghanistan these olbats failed, tho Ameer 
ilubibullah remaining staunch to his alliance 


inenting upon these occurrences, wrote f ,, 
the chaotic anarchy in Tersia had he, 
chronic. 

“Persia is now one great Alsatia. \) \. 

of brigands roam the country di.'-triets I.,,,'., 
indLseriininatcly, and often adding muid. , 
their lessor crimes. In the few eitie- ,.i .1 
towns some semblanc*e of authority - nl 



BRITISH RRRUGEKS ON THE ROAD 
FROM ISPAHAN. 


with England; but, liberally backed uith 
monoy and rifles, they had no small effect upon 
thc' imaginative IVrsians. 

MTio result of the jiropaganda uas .soon 
Hoen. During tlie year 1015 the Turks, fully 
oc cupied with tho llritish at Ahwa/.. v no 
drove them over tlie horde,-, seem to have 
sent no regular trooi>s into the ec-ntro of the 
country: but in tlx- spring small bodies of 
irregular ho.se c-iossed the flout ier to Kennan- 
shah, and soon afteruards trouble broke out 
at many points. First the Russian Vice- 
Gonsul at Ispahan was murd.-rc <1. In July, as 
far south as Rushirc-, a body of nomad tribes- 
men in German pay inepan-d an ainbu.sh for a 
British patrol, and two Ibitish ollic-ers were 
killed. A month or so lati-r the Gc-rman 


maintained, usually by the strongest I 

oflicial, who pays very little h.>ed to such o,,l , 
a.s reach him from tho capital. The g. n.le, 
meric, commanded by Swi'dish oflieers. a 
which was never a great success, is losing mi. I, 
grip as it ever had, and the men an- clisafl'erMl 
because they can g<-t no pay. . . . 'rmUid, 
irr<‘gular.s have ravagi-d Persian territory t.u 
and wide in the bake ITmia district, witlmni 



[r.lliott ami Fn - 


COI.ONRb W. F. O'CONNOR. 

British Consul-General at Shira-/.. made prisoner 
by the Germans. 


Sehiinemnnn. having collc. tci a force some 
liundrcds strong, waylaid on the road to 
Haimidan the Itritish and Hiissian Consuls a! 
Kern,an.slml,. and the gendarmerie giving 
them no help, they were eompelled to ret ire. On 
Septemtier 1 the Rritish Gonsul -General at 
Ispahan, Mr. Gralumie. an ollieer who had 
oxeeptional sympathy for the Persians, wits 
lin'd upon ami wounded. A few days after- 
wards the Rritish Vice-Consul in Shiraz, a 
Persian himself, was attacked and died of his 
wormds. The Times of September 10, coin- 


incurring any marked disapproval lioin 
T..heran Government. The confu.sion exten.b i o 
tho capital, where the youthful Shah eMi'i 
little control, and Ministries succeed 
another with oven more frequency than usu., 
ttorruption is rite, ivs of old. and many Mu"' 
ters and Deputies liave yielded to the tenu 
tations of the German gold lavishly sp- J- 

among them The new- foctor in t ' ' ’ 

Persian situation is, indeed, the ubiqui y 
audaoity of the tlennaii agente, who p<r '' 
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I iiliiti' tlio country witli plentiful sup])lics of 
, and rifli's, and do their best- to promote 
,.,nfnsed n-nd muddled liostilities. . . . (3er- 
].ian (V>nsuls, witli the aid of maehine-|?uns and 
nn rcenari(»s locally enlist('d. liave not hesi- 
i.ited to attack th(; Consular representatives of 
Creat Ihitain and Russia. . . . The (Jt'rman 
elation c-t "IVdieran. and the ( Jf'rinan Consulate's 
Ispahan, Kennanshah, and elsew lii'n*, are 
-lated tt» have become arm(‘d camps. . . . The* 
p,rsiaii (Jovernment ju*oh‘sscs to be' helpless, 
:\i\d j)robaV)ly is so.” 

'This \\ a-s n.n unj>iM>misin^ si ale of jiffairs, but 
worse was to come. A few days later the* 
british and Russian eejmmunit^> in Ispahan 
t(Mind the* condition of the town so thn*a.te'nin^ 
that with tla* concurrence and lielp of the* 
INrsiaii authoritie*s tliey left for the* <*aj)ital, 
inore than two liundred miles away, wh(*ro 

lliere* se*e*med te) be* a bc'tte'r e-}ia.ne*c* of seeuril\' 

* • 

rii(*n the' Swe'dish eiflie’e*!* in coininanel of the* 
i 4 endaime*ri(* disbande'd the* fore*(*, as he* eoiild 
o:('t no ])a,y forit, tho\iji:h the* Rritislt a-nel Kussian 
< Jove'rnme*nts me>re* than emee* le’ut some* me>ne\ 
for the' purpose. K\'e*n in the e*a.])ita.l Ihing'N 
\\ e‘re^ ne>t goin^ w <*11. tiarl\' in Xo\’(‘nilH‘r, 101 o. 
il was know’ll that- the're* was a. considera-ble- 
J'orcr <»f l*]urope*a.ns and Pe*rsia.n mcr<*e'uarie^ 
in tile* (Jenna.n a.nd Austrian be*ga.tions read\ 
fen* a,ct ion : tha.t soine^ of the more* xioiont 
numbers e>r the Na-tiemal Asseinhly we're* in 
(It inain jniy : and tha.t tin* (Je'rmans anel 
'I’lirks w(’re* trN'ing tei iniliice* (he l%*rsia.n 
t Je)ve'rnment te) eaitci* into an agre*em<*nt for 
e'ombine-d hostilit ie^-t a-gainst. Russiei aiiel 
taigland. Tliere* we*rc runnairs theit- (lie* Sliah 
anel his (3overnnn*nt were hesitating, anel e*on- 
t'‘ni|>lating withdraw a-l te) Isjiahan. So e^ritical 
wjis tin* ce)nditie)n eif affairs that Sir Kelward 
’ -re'X' made* a, sta.te*nie^nt in tiie* House* e)f Com- 
mons re‘fe*rring tei the* |)re)pe)se*el agre*e>me*nl , 
and a. Hussia.lL fe>rce* a-elxaiie-e'd to within a few 
inilosofTe'h^ ran in order te) prote*ct the J^e'gat iems. 

I lien the ( Je'rman, Austriein anel 'riirkish 
"•|•r^‘s(*nt^ltives left the e*a])ital and maidied 
•am* mile's ele)wn the* i-oad te) the* .'-^e)iith. 'rhe*N' 
'>ael witlk the*m (la* le'juk*!* of tla* “ l)eme)e ra.tie^ ” 
P'lrfy in tin' National Asseinhly a,nel other 
'Oie'ials. jinel the*y c*e)ntiele*nt 1\’ hop<*<l that the* 
'^liah weinlil folle)w. On No\e'mbe*r 15 there* 
'as fi close* trial f)f stre*ngth be;tw<*en the* 
lostiki Powers, and for hours the* fate of IVrsia 
‘lung in the balance. At Shah Abdul A/.im, 
niilt^s aw’ay, w’herr* old Nasir-ud-din Shah 
IukI Vie'en mureiored twenty ye*ars before*, tlie 


Ministers of the Ce*ntral Pe)wers wiiite'il in full 
uniform, with a gre*at ])art, perhai>s half, of 
tile' Natie)nal Asse*mbly, and the* disbantled 
genelarmerie and e)the'r troe)j)s in parade ordi'r 
untle*r Cc'rman, Turkish, anel Swe^elish othe*('rs. 
liiT<'he*ran were the^ British anel Hussian Minis - 
t<*rs, doing the*ir b(*st te) dissuade) the* Shah from 
le*aving his capital. "J'he' ye>ung rule*r, still 
hardl\- me)rt* than a boy, se^'iiu'd com[)le*te"*ly 



PKINCH HHNRY XXXI OF RHUSS, 
(merman Minister at Teheran. 


unable* te) e*ome* to a. de'e'isieni, aiiel a'^ke'd 
pite'ouslx fell* jielvieM' fre»m all abe)ut, him. 'Tlie 
ma.je:)rit.y of his Mini^te*rs se*e*nie‘el tei be* in fa-xonr 
e)f his going, and assure'e! him that the*y re'pre*- 
sentc'd the* feeling e>f the* pe'e)p|e*, a.s ])e*rha|)S 
th<‘y eliel. On the? e»t]ier ha.nd, eine* eer twe) eef 
the*m. ne)teibl\ t lie* Farman f'»M*ma. a prine*e eef 
the* Kajar liemse*, .stexiel steiune-hly by the) 
e aiiM* of the* Allie s. At hi-t, afte*r much pa.inful 
lie>it at ie)n, th'* Shah ele*eieleel that- he* weailel 
r<*miun in Tehe-ran. a.n<l, tei the* intense* ehs- 
appoin(me*nt eif the* a.sse‘mblage* await inur him 
1)V the) meisejue eeii 1 hee se>uthe*ni roael. we>rel 
tame) that they ne*(*d imt e*xpe*ct him. 'Tho 
Kussian anel Knglisli ^liniste'rs were* assure*d 
that for the* future the attitudo of the Persian 
(inve-rninent wejiild be one* of “benevolent 
ncuirality,'* and the* dramatic crisis vvas over. 
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S.ion afterwards the Farman. Farma was 
jjppointed Prime Minister, and for the time, 

far as the Persian Government was con- 
,.ined, all seemed to be going well from the 
j.i.iiit of view of the Allies. 

Xovertheless, all was not going well in the 
(Miintry, A few days before tlu^ seeno at 
'I’i'heran a body of the disbanded gondarmerio at 
Sliii az broke inW) open revolt, and led by some 
ni‘ its Swedish ofiicers, surrounded the British 
( onsulate. The Gonsul, Major (afterwards 
( olonel) O’Connor, having no troops at his 
ili^posal, w^as made a prisoner, and witli him 
tho few' Britisli in the plaee. The women 
Wi re s('nt away to the port of Busliire, wdiere, 
iiftt‘r some threatening demonstrations, they 
airived in safety. Tl»e Consul and Jjis com- 
panions were marehed away and handed ov<‘r 
to some local khans who were under the 
influence of a German ex -Consul, a c‘(a*tain 
Herr Wassinuss, who liad distinguished hiiii- 
s(‘lf by the energy of his intrigues. Tlu\y 
were not released for several months. The 
({(‘rmaii Minister with his following, mean- 
while, took up a position at Kum, about, a 
liundred miles from the cajjital, and from then' 
carried on his irregular warfare. TlH*re w'ere 
risings, brought about by his people, to the 
w'ost near Hamadan, and far aw'ay to the 
east in Yozd and Kerman, w here, it is said, tlu^ 
insurgents murdered a cousin of the well- 
known Indian Moham(?dau leader, ilis Highness 
the Aga Khan. 

'I'he iiew's of the Britisli rej)ulse at f’tc'siphon 
ill Mesopotamia strengthened the lumds of 
the Germans; and before long their armed 
adherents in Persia, inc*hidirig some Turkish 
irregular horse, amount i*d to something liki^ 
lo,000 men. But their success, such as it 
was, did not last long. In Bushire the British 
had now firmly established themselves, and 
there was a strong revulsion of fe(*ling in their 
favour in the southern districts, while in th<» 
north the Hussians struck some felling blows, 
riio force they could spare for Persia was 
'•nail; but in T)(M*cmher ‘ t liey broke up a. 
‘langerous rising near the cafutal, and after 
defeating a Turco-Germaii force on the main 
Turkish road they took Hamadan. A few' 
days later, on the 21st, anoflier Russian column 
took Kum, the German hi'adrpiarters, He* 
Minister and his motley a.sseml>lago making 
no stand; and before the end of the year 
the Russians had pushed down the rojvl to 
the tow’u of Kashan. threatening the centre 


Uo5 

of 'fanaticism »\nd ilisaffection at lsj)ahan 
itself. 

In the following year, lOBh the tide of affairs 
in Persia turned still more strongly in favour of 
the Allies. Oi\ the western side of the country 
there was some fighting between the Russians 
and I'lirks upon the main road before men- 
tioned, a roail whicIiHias been tlio scene of 
fighting and the highway of trade from time 
immemorial. By it, for tliousands of yiars, 
earavans boro the riches of the Far Fast- to the 
c*a})itals of the ancient Fmjiires in Mesopotomia 
and the shores of the Bosphorus ; and by it 
eountless armies marched to and fro — westward 



{Ellv>U & Fry* 


SIR CHARLES MARLING, 

British Minister at Teheran. 

and eastward. By it Darius rc'tn'ated before 
Ah'xander the Great, and thc^ Arabs carried 
tlie victorious baniKTs of Islam into tlio oentr<* 
of Asia. It was now to s(*o tlie ebb and flow 
of battle in the great<\st war of all time. The 
armies engaged were, it is true, small in com- 
pariscni with the armies of old ihiys, for th<^ 
main fields c)f the war were far away ; hut 
'Furks and Kussiaus were to light on that classic 
ground. The first success v^as with the Turks, 
who, fhishi‘d with their succc^ss against the 
British at Ctosip}u>n, jjushed forward across 
the border early in the year, occupied Kerman - 
shah, and advanci'd to the neighbourhood of 
Hamadan, the Fcbatana of the Greeks. In tho 
month of March the Bussians advanced in 
their turn, drove baek the Turks, ami got us 
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far art .Keriial, only 150 jiiilos from JlaghdacJ. 
About the Huinc3 time their southern column 
iirri\’e(l at Ispahan and re-established the 
Allied (Consulates in the old capital of Shah 
Abbas. Soon afterwards the (lerman Kmperor 
teh*graplied to “ the ( 'ommaiider-in-Cluef ol 
the JNTsian National Army,” in reality the 
leader of a small fore Persian rebels, and 
announced that (Jenoral vender (loltz and other 
(lerman oflieers were being sent to help him. 
Jt floes not appear that they ever arrive<l : 
but about this time the energetic Schunemaun, 
with th«* l(»*id(‘r of tlie Democrats in the National 
Assembly and other (Jerman adherents, were 
captured by a local chief and sc^nt to Teheran, 
'fhen tluj Turks pushed forward once more, 
r<‘took Kean uins hall, and apparently in the 
course of th(3 autumn got to a point 250 miles 
beyond the lVrsia.n frontier, where they were 
again checked. 

Meanwhile in the south of Persia the Hritish 
htul be(»n doing their shart\ Not only hiul they 
cleareil the coiuitry about Ahwaz, and (Estab- 
lished thems(‘lv'(ES tirmly at. Bushins but they 
had sf*nt into tin* eountry to the south-east a 
detaf^hnu'ut under a British otTleer. Sir Per<*y 
Syk<Es. formerly (Consul at Kenuan, B(‘- 
ginning his ean*er 25 years befon’ijius a subal- 
tfErn of British c‘avalry, Sykes soon devf'lopi'd 
a taste for exploration and other ’work oul^i^^e 
the limits of regim(*ntal duty, which lc*d to h‘s 
being employcfl in P(*rsia. At K<Eriiian, and 
afterwards as (V)nsul-( J<‘neral in .M(Esh<Mi, le 
nauained for mor<‘ than 20 years. .\ man 
of rt ‘markable c*iiergy. phy:^ical and mental, 
and an etpially remarkable capacity for gaining 
th(E goodw ill of I h<' P(*rsians, la* lu'caine, in 
course of timt', the first authority in all rmitters 
connecteil with the country, lie trav(‘lk'<l 
all over it, made himself thoroughly lUMpiaintt'd 
with its pfEople, and wrote' som<» Ixioks about i: 
which wt*rf> full of va.rie'fl information. Ili'^ 
Hintonj of in particular, show»'d dee[) 

study, and was a work of the great (^st value. 
Some time aft t‘r tlu* w ar had broken out. and tin' 
state of Persia had become what has been d(*- 
seribed. Mis Majesty's ( Jovernmeiit decidcfl to 
si'iid Sykes, who luxd then left IN'rsia, to restore' 
order in the disturbed districts of the south and 
<*ast. (ioing out to Ihinder Abbas <»arly in I91(i 
with the rank of Brigadier-df'iieral and the task 
of raising a lanly of Persian military police, he 
pnsli(>d up to his old post at Kerman, s(*t 


matters right tliere, and tlien inarelad aer,, 
the country dlstiirbod by the (lerinans i, 
Y( zd, Ispahan, and Shiraz. The length of ft. 
march wa.s over a thousand miles, and tl,. 
difficailties great, for the whole eoiint ry ha<l !><•< 
in anarchy for months and the tribtvs w(‘rf‘ lu.y 
armed with German rifles. Apparently, (JenriM! 
Sykes w^as successful in restoring order t hroimli 
out the country east oC Ispahan : and. airj\r() 
there, he was instructed to raise his force .,i 
tribal levies to a total of 11,000 imai, tli,. 
arrangement being that tlie Russians w(*ie 
raise a similar forct* for sc‘rviee in th<* norlhern 
half of the country. Thi^i arrange nu nt set nw 
to have been nuide between flu* thn‘e (Jovt*ni- 
ments of P(‘rsia, Russia, and (ireat Britain; 
and to havt* formed part of a wider agrt*enu‘iii 
by which the Russian and British Governnu*nt>. 
undertook to hel]) Persia in n'organr/ing hn- 
finances and her administration. 1'he t(‘!iii> 
of the agr(‘emi‘nt would appea.r to show tli.ii 
the provisions of tin* Pon\(‘ntion of 10U7 wt ic 
wisely modita'd to recognize the fact that thr 
special intt*rests of (in*at Britain lie mort* 
in tlu* lu'utral zont^ of that Convention than 
ill tlu* British zone. 

.\t tlu* eml of the second yi'ar of the war 
tlu3 condition of affairs in JN'isia was on the 
whole f)romising. 'Tlu* P(*rsian ( Jov(*rnm«*nt 
had slunvn a mort* friendly disposition. Tlie 
mischief doiu* hy tlu* ( h'rmans had been largi ly 
eounl<*raeted. Order had been restored in 
many fiarts, and arrangements had heen ma(l<‘ 
w hich gave sonu* hope «tf geiu'i’al iinprox'emeni . 
But the 'Purks remained in po.'-s<*ssion of large 
tracts of Persian territory in tlu* north, and h 
was hy no m(*ans eertain that tlu* (lornnin 
evil hml heen wliolly extirpated. I’ldil .-ome 
crushing blow struck hy tlu* Russians in A-ia 
Minor, or hy tlu* British in Mei-opotaiuia. 
should hr(*ak the power of Turkey in tlu* 
Bast, and put an end once for all to Turkish 
military action across tlu* P<*rsian frontier, 
the situation in Persia, waaild not bt* s(‘cnre. r 

\Vlu*tlu*r in any case Persia (‘oiild cv(*r again 
bceome a reafly ind«*|M*ndcnl kingdom, stardinu 
by her own strength, was v(*ry doubtful. 
'Pho Iran of (Vrus and Shah Abbas had ta»ien 
kwv indeed ; and, however much KngUshinen 
might wish to see lu*r restored to somethin^: 
lik<3 tho position she had held for twenty-fi'e 
eentnries, the hope of such a revival eould u<»i 
}>e a confident one. 
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THE END OF AMERICAN 
NEUTRALITY. 

Viu*: Monroe I^octrtnk and Ameriuan Forioion Policy — '1'iie Controversies with (Jermaw 
FROM iMw, 1915, TO January, 1017 Analysis of the SuiiMAUiNE Warfare Disittes 'riiK 
l)EiJTsrHL.\Nj> Incident (Jerman Defiance -Cnited States I5reakDff Diflomatic Kei.ations 
(German Aiients and their Crimes The CJkrman Proposal of Alliance with Mexico 
The President's Policy and Amerk an Opinion President Wilson’s He election His 
l*EACE Note- American Paitfis.m and Aloofness Fxamined J’he Trade Disittes \n ri m 
<Ireat JiRiTAiN- Economic Developments ~Lo\nstothe z\!.lies (’iiaritaiu.e Si:rvices J’he 
1j<:\cueto 1^]nfor('E 1*eaci<: - 'Piie Preparedness” Movement 1’he Me\\tn(,' of American 

I NTI IRV ENTION. 


O x Fubnmry J, 1017, exactly two arnl 
a half y(*ars after the he^^iiiiiiim 
the (lri‘at War, Mr. Woodrow 
Wilson, who in th(^ previous Noveiii- 
her had hiien re-eleeted President of tin* Criiled 
States of Aineriea, auiiouueod to Congress that 
<liplomatic relations with the (leniuui Knipire. 
ha<l been servered. On April 2 tlu^ Presidi'iit 
Hskeil Congress to declare that a state of war 
existed between t he United States nii I (hTinariy. 
Hy April 0 the Adiniiiistrat ion resf)lutiou h.nl 
passed both Houses. Thus ended the loim 
p(Tiod of Ainerieau iKMitrality, and tlu^ present 
ehapter reviews tht? history of the eight«‘en 
lueiiths that preceded tlie rupture of relations 
^> ith Oeriiiany, a period M’liich, uh if ever iniglit 
he tlie (jonsequences of American intervention 
’ll the. war, must be reckoiM‘d as one of the 
^ Host important in American history. This 
periotl witnessed the h(‘ginning of the ev'ohitioii 
'>f the United States from an isolated au<l sclf- 
' eutred country into a World-Power. 

Before the war the United States never had 
■t* real foreign policy save the- negative policy 
■npliod by the Monroe doctrine. “ Leave ns 
Jone in our hemisphere,” America virtually 
Vol. XI.— Part 140. 


said to Kuropi*, ” and we will not meddle in 
your alYairs.” d’riH^ sh<' bad in the pre\ iou.> 
twenty years fought with one Ihiropeaji eouii- 
try, and had joined with others in trying 
stabilize the affairs of (’hinu; hut tlin freiaiig 
of (.'iiba was not uniMmiii‘eti‘d ivith tin* 
moral and politi(*al obligations im)>os('d 
by the Moiiroi^ doetrine t h(‘ protection 
of Ne.w World H(‘pul)ii(*anisms fn»m th<* anti- 
democratic tcruleni'ics of old-world monarchies. 
Jlii'. Jieipnsifion of the Philipfiines was aeei- 
d<*ntal and incidental, and John Hay’s promul- 
gation of the op(*n iloor in China was little 
mon*. than a passing demonstration of altruism. 
As a contribution to permanent policy it <lid 
not rank much higluT than America’s earlier 
naval crusades against the pirates of Algeria 
and the buccaneers of the* Barbary (Joast. 
Eviti its author regardixl it mainly as a diplo- 
matic /.our /orce ; and President Wilson, by 
withdrawing from part ieijiat ion in the Six 
Powers loan in China at tlie b(‘giniiing of his 
administration, relegated it to the Umbo of 
abandoiKMl policies. 

In August, 1914, the old tradition against 
any .sort of entanglements in Europe — the 
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fniflition that imulr t}i(‘ T^njtc*<J Stale's e*iit<*r 
the* Al;^<‘e-ira.s ( '( mh *r< *ije*e‘ in ItMH) tai tln' express 
un(|er>t:i.ii<linL: that tli ir interest in t lie Mnroc'eo 
eoniplieat jnn wa- n.iid wnuld remain pnrt'ly 
a-eadeinie had I wen reintoreed hy the* ac'ees- 
sieni to j)o\\er <»t a. ( Jo\’ernment of ortiiodox 
Lilieral tendencies. So fa.r as liis ohieial 
actions sliowed, .Mr. W ilson had no num* ide*a 
of the nltinia,t4‘ siirnilijaia-e' to the world of the 



JAMHS MONKOi:, 

Secretary «)f State under Janies Madisnn, at the 
time of the Declaration of War with the United 
Kiiiffdotn in 1S12, afterwards l^resident. Author 
of the famous “ Monroe Doctrine.” 

hder and more <)l>\ion.s|y sinistt'r ma.nilesta- 
ti«»n- ol' the rrus'-ian spii-it than (da.dstom‘, 
ail I some other Dritish statesimai, had oi 
it< eardier mandcr^t a.t ions. X<d only was 
lliere no ollicial er\ st alli/at ion of the liest a.nd 
most \irile Ameri<‘an o]anion in th<* sliapt' of 
a. protest against the' rape of l?el^inm, lait the 
rresident proelainu'd, on Anjjiust D). that 

the I nited States onirht to remain neutral in 
thought a^ well as action. “ 'I'lu' Uniti'd 
States." h(‘ "aal. "must In* neutr.vl in fact as 
w i'll as in name <hiriniZ t hest' dii.ys that are to 
try tui'n's souls. W'e must be iintiarlial in 
thought a.s \\(‘ll a.s in action, must put a curb 
upon t>ur 'sentiments as w idl as uj o:i every 


tr.insa'^t ion that inicjht be eonstruf'd 
prcfi'reiiee of one party to the strug^h* Imm 
anollier.’* 

A eomparison of such a view with ' 

W ilson's proposal tw’o and a half vea.rs !, 
for Amt'rican parti(;ipat ion in a J.i'agn. 
Knforce Peace* gives some id(*a of the ch.. 
tional i‘rfeet of tlu' war upon the 1'iiiti‘d Sta- 
or rather thi^ ediiealioiial effect of J*rus-. ,, 
lawlessness and savagery. The (‘outra t j 
Die more striking wlien the pro[)osal is ii 
in file liglit of the progress that even hci..i, 
the rupture with Clermany liad lieeu m.id. 
tow^ar^ls agrowing popular demand for uni\ cr-.il 
military service of some kinil and for an ;i'i< 
ijuate fleet. Tn liis message to Coii'j:rc'>^ 

I )<*eeinT)er, 191 t, the President virtually igiwuci; 
th<* war as being of no eonei'rn to the I'liit.ii 
Slates. In his s(*eond inaugural Adrh’(‘s^. 
Maridi o, 1917, In* spt*i‘ifiea.ll\' statt‘d that tin 
roaidions of the war ha.d definitely provawl th.it 
tlu* l'niti‘d Stal(‘s coulil no loiigi'r li\'c aloot. 

From the time of the sinking of the Liisn.nua 
in May, 19 1."), down to tJic (Jcrnnui Proclaina 
lion of “ Harnal Zonc',” of lA hnntry I, 1917. 
it. w’as w’ith (Jermany tliat American di|)loin.ie\ 
and American public O[)iniou wa*rc i*hi< M\ 
engaged, ddii' laisitaiiia. incident and jt' 
a.flcrma.th of diplomatic exchangi's, in wliicli 
the <*vnicism of Derlin u a.s only c(|uall(Mi h\ 
the pat icnc(' of Washington. ha.\a‘ hc«*ii sketched 
in a. pi*(‘\ ious idia-ptcr.* a.r, or at an\ i it< 
a. rupture of rehitnms, was a'.aatial hei-.ni"* 
laather sid»‘ waailed it. Merlin (|iiihhled. |»m* 
era.*'t ina.ted, and beclouded i la* eont r< t\ » a '-\ m 
e\(‘ry ]>ossihk‘ way. ddie Prc'sident foihore 
foret* tla* jia.ci* hi'caiise, as a. Liberal, he di-liU' o 
the iilca. of w a.r, h(*ca.us(‘ la* kne\N that tii- 
count i'\ wa.s not n'a.tly for wa.r, and heeau-e Im 
felt that la* c(Mild Ix'st ser\<‘ tia* ea-us * 
humanity hy remaining neutral. And th 
Lusitania, was hut one of in 'iiy ineideiif- 
d’he W’hiti* Star liiu'i* Ar.ihii* fomi li‘n*d on tl; 
inoiiiiiig of August 19, PU."). Sworn e\i<leia' 
siihmitted to and afterwards piihlisla** I by th- 
State Department in \\*a>'hingt on inadt* 
perfcctl\' clear that sla* was dclil)c*rat el \ sui. . 
by a (Jerman torpi*do. 

The defeiKM' of the German (Jovornment w 
their Xote to the American ( Jo\'»*rnmcnt d.iti 
Septemher 7, was that tin* commander of tl. 
eriniinal submarine “ beeame c'ouvinced th' 
the* steamer had the intention of attaeking an- 
• \\>1. A’., clmpt *.- l\x\ix. 
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- I ling him. lH‘faus<‘ the Arahie, when 
,, .i.wiehiiig the pla(*e wliere lie was preparing 
ink by shell fire tlie J)iinsle\’, a previous 
:in from wliieh Ihc' erew' had ('sea.])ed, aflir 
,i! 'ing Jier eonrse ])ointed direct ly towards the 
^ 1 , luiriie'. The (lerman (Joverninent, <*on- 
,i,,:i,‘d the Note, r(‘grettt'd t ha.t Americ-ans 
,i;..iild Jiave ])erish('d, Imt refused to ai'know - 
Ir. 1 l:i‘ lia-bility. '^riiey would, h<»w<‘V(‘r, arbit ra.te. 
It liie I'nited Statt's liked. On Se])ttMjd>er II 
til. Ameriean ( ioxerniiK'nt submitted to l>erhn 
,\id«‘nee t ha.t eon\ ineingly rebutted the (h-r- 
in,m aeeusa.ti<>n against the' .\rahie. 15orlin, 
th.iugh it a.ft;erwards sought t.o make gtiod its 
, by voluminous a.rgument, sa.w that the 
^r.niir was lip and eha.ng('d its tarties. On 
0(i«»ber a (knmt Jh'rnstorff wrote to Mr. 
La.n>ing, tht' Ameriean Seendary of State, a. 
IfKt'r to t h(' etieet that th(‘ (»rd(‘rs gi\'iui to 
^uhina.rines to (‘selawv ])a.ss('nger sliips “ iiad 
h'en made so string<*nt. that a. r<‘euri‘t‘n(*c‘ of 
incidents similar to the Arabic ea.se is eon- 
-.idned out- of t fi(‘ (jiK'st ion.” Tlu* (a rman 
<;n\crnment. ('(umt I haaist oi’lT eont inu<‘d, w<‘rt‘ 
4<)n\ineed that tin* sul>marine eominaiider 
ically tliought he w a?^ going to l)(‘ la, mined ; 
hut tliey did not- f(‘<‘l that the\' could ini- 
|)iii:n the word of the Ihitish ollieia's of tho 
Ai'alae that such a,n intention ne\(‘r entered 
their h(‘a.ds, and Innua* could only legri t and 
(lis.iA'ow tlu‘ ac't and ])romis(* to pay' indemnit s' 
t'lr Amerii an liv'i's lost. This olT(‘i' Ah’. La.nsing 
.iccf'pti'd on. b<'ha.lf of tin's Presidiait. 

Ihinlly had a crisis over the Arabics been 
a\eited than on Xo\eniber 7 the Italian linei* 
Ancona was sunk by a submarine ll\'ing the 
All'll ro- 1 fungarian flag. 'The cireumstanec's ot 
die sinking as reeonled liy Mr. J..ansing in his 
note of I.>tH*<‘mber (> wens [iai‘t ieularly brutal. 

I h(' N'essel was fired upon and sank w hile 
]>a,ss(‘ngi*rs were still on board \'ainly waiting 
Ix' taken into the boats. Tin* (hiverninent 
the Ihiited State's,'’ said Mr. l.(a.nsing, “con- 
siders that the? coinmandi*r eif the' sulimarine* 
^ lolate'd the princi[)lcs of inte?rnal ieuial law and 
h’uuanity . . . (by a) w^antein slaughte*r of 

•I teneeless non-ee,>mbatant s.” d'he'rete>re' Aus- 
’ a-Hungary, if she valued the' cont iniiane'e* ol 
'od relations with the Unit(*el States, must 
'• -aveiw the crime* and punish the- re'speinsible* 
deers. V^ie'ima’s answ e'p was characte'ri.stii-ally 
' 'ipf^rtinont. Tf the LTnite'd States, it said in 
te'ct, really had to wTite se) sharjily, the'v might 
any rate have the courtesy to de'signate* Die 
Mircc from which they got the*ir infeirrnat ion. 


Alsi), what had l!»e rulings for the eiMiduet of 
-:ubniaruLo warfai'e w hie li t he‘\' had laid down in 
their corr<'speuile‘nee with (!t‘riuan\ got to <|o 
with \ ie*nna., w hiedi Inul no authi'iitie' |•^'e‘orel eU 
that e'orn'spondi'iae ? d'ht' Ainona. <‘a.'>>e w a^ 
a. ea>t‘ tor d i*^e*u>^si( ui , not for \ it upe'ra t ion. iNIr. 
kan.'-ing e'ountereel b\ showing that the' .\u.-- 
tria.n .Velmii'alty had aelmilted that the Ancona 
ha.d he‘en torpeeloeel wlult' | la "'Sj'iige'r'^ we're* stdl 
on beearel and b\ i*enew ing the- el n a leh etf hi'^ 



SIR c:e(:ii. sim<in(;.ki(:i:, (kCM.t;. 

(kC.VkO., 

Rritisli Ambussadeir Iti the llnitueJ Stules. 

(ir.->t. Ne)te‘. \'ie*nna eame* baek with a. lemg 
rigmarede* giving its ve'ismn e)f the* ea-e* anel 
talking abe ut. the* ne'e el ejf fui'the r inve stigation. 
Befe»re* the* eontroV»*rsv eemld be* e le * v e >|e >pee 1 tin* 
!*e*rsia. was sunk with e-epial barbaritv. I^N' 
this I ime^ t he* (’entral Powers haei re*alr/.e‘el that. 
the*y hael rmthing miie h te> fe ar from the* Pre*si- 
de*nt*s ineiigmit ieiri, that in faet In* wante*d tei 
ke*e*t> the* peaee* as miiedi as the y did at that time*. 
As a re*-ult , t he* I*e*rsia ineide-nt , like* t he* .\ne*ona 
ease* anel inele-e'el the* Ara.bie* ease*, w a.' e)bli1e*r- 
ate-d be-hiiiel a ve*il i>f iie*s, misre pre*se*nt at ie>ns, 
anel plausible* half •|)reMnise*s abejut. re*fe)i*me‘d 
be*ha.vie>ur. » 

15e rlin e lairaete rist ie*all>' tried ie> take* an e*ll 
when she* had be'e*n given an ine*h. ddie* W'il- 
In*lnisf rassf* was v irtually ee*rtain tliat, [)re>vie|e*el 
tleTiiiany ceaiduete*ei submarine* warfare* with a 
■'heiw ejf earef ulne-ss, and preeviele-el t lait sin* 
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SUBMARINES BUILT IN AMERICA FOR THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, INTERNHD 
BEFORE DELIVERY AT CHARLESTON NAVY YARD. 


av(>i(l<Ml s|j(*(*f acuilar criiiios involving uhcik*- 
salt* slaughter of Americans, or tho oViviously 
i Illegal sinking of large' ships, tho President 
would n(»t liv<^ up to his dederminatioii, jiro- 
<*laimed at the time of the j)roclaination of the 
first, submarine blockade in February, 1915, 
and rcp('at(‘d afU*r th(' sinking of tho Lusitania, 
to tiphold tilt* rights of neutrals, and tho laws of 
hujiianify as well as to protect the lives and 
|)r«»pcrty of his nationals. Not eouteiit with 



THE “PRINZ EITEL FRIEDRICH,*' GER- 
MAN AUXILIARY CRUISER, INTERNED 
AT NEWPORT NEWS. 

She ran into port with passengers from several 
ships which she had sunk. 


this (“onsidcrable victory for “ frightfiiliie^v. 
Herlin tried to go a step farther and to use tie 
submariuo cam])aign to embroil tin* l‘iiite<| 
States with Great Hritain. 

At the beginning of Fe})ruary, 191(1. it 
announced that (hTinaiiy had ‘‘ surrenden'd ‘ 
in the Lusitania controversy. TJie chu*f object 
of the Presidc'iit had Ix'cn to gi‘t (Jermany 1« 
disavow the act — tliatis to say, to admit tlint it 
was an illegal rccident. His second object liad 
been to secure some sort of reparation. Hi> 
third object liad been, by using the Lusitania 
as the leading submarine case, to pin Geriiiinix 
down to a definite promise that she would n'dnc • 
lier barbarities to such a minimum that tla 
Xbiited Slates would be able to continue <•»> 
terms with her. 

The (Jermans allowed the Presicknt to wiit 
liis tliird and, incidentally, liis chief object 
oil paper. They repeated their })ledge llun 
unarmed merchantmen should not b»* sunk 
without warning and unless the safety <»f 
pa.vs.sengers and crew liad been assured, provided, 
of course, that the vessel did not try to t^scjipe 
or resist. Regarding disavowal, G<'rniiui\ 
refuseii tt> depart from her position that suh- 
mariuo warfare was a justifiable retalintion 
against the Hritisb blockade, but admitted tl'. t' 
it was wrong to imperil the safety of neutrid 
She offered to pay a full indemnity foi Am<Tii' ‘ * 
victims on the Lusitania, whose death "k* 
“greatly regretted.” The “surrender '' 
not received with much enthusiasm. 
opinion, which in the East especially had be« t. 
growing increasingly bitter at the President 
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jwitience in face of successive atrocities, con- 
him for his readiness to iwcept blood - 
money for the murder of Americans. Scepti- 
was expressed as to tlie sincerity of 
(..‘rrnan guarantees of safety in tlie future. 
I'he loophole left by the ]3rovision that iner- 
rhantinen might still be sunk if they tried to 
resist or escape search could, it was pointed out. 
be enlarged indefinitely by the c.ynics of Berlin, 
Hilt such criticism was inevitable. What 
surprised people was the silence of tlie Presi- 
dent's supporters in Washington. 'J'Jiey st'enu d 
nervous and preoccupied. There was no <*ffort 
to dis])lay the compromise as a “diplomatic 
triumph.” The cat did not remain long in tlic! 
hag. 

J3('rlin’s rf‘treat was purely strategic. At 
about the same time that ('mint BernstorfT 
“ yh'lded ” over the Lusitania, Mr. Lansing 
had forwarded to the Allied Governments a 
Note suggesting that, owing to th<i <-hanged 
methods of maritime warfare, mc^rchant ships 
ought not to be armed for defence. After 
n‘gist.<‘ring his dislike of th<^ German habit of 
killing non-combatants, Mr. Lansing said that 
he did not feel that a bollig(*n*nt should be 
de[)riv'ed of the proper use of submariiu's in 
th(* interruption of enemy <‘ommerc(*. 'Tlaw 
should, of courses obey the laws of visit and 
search ; but so fragile were tJi<*y t hat. t hf»y would 
have great difTieulty if mercJiantmcn were 
allowed to carry any arms whalso<‘V('r. 

tt» I ho your 191.5 <)poi'jili<>iiK 

onoiiiy ooininoroc on the hi^h sons had boon ooiidnofo<l 
with ornisers oarryini; hoavy nriiuiiaoiits. Undor1h<*.-o 
oonditinns intonuitiniial luw iifipoarod to jHMniil n 
iiion’hiint vossol to oarry nn ariminiont. for <lofi*n'^ivo 
pnrpDsos without h)sin^ its ohii meter us u privafo ooin- 
in(‘roiul vossol. I’liis ri^^ht se'oms to huvo boon ])ro. 
«lieateil on the snperitir defonsive stron^th ot ships nt 
and the limitation of arinument to h»i\ e b<‘en 
dep(Mident on tlio fuet that it eonhl not he iisi*<l flTf'et iv€*Iy 
in olTonet* n^ruinsi enemy nuvul xessols, \vhil<' it oonUi 
defend the merehuTitmen ainiinst. the* m*iierully interior 
urmuinont of piratieal ships and j)i’ivat<*ers- 

'I'ho use of tho Kuhmurine. luiwever. hu^ ohunL':od 
ttiese relations. (\»mpurison of tlie <tefensive streni^th 
of a eriiiser ami a suhmarine shows tlnit lh<‘ latter, 
I'elyinj/ for proteetioii on its power to siibim‘r^e, is 
almost defnneeless in point eonstriietifin. Kven a 
moreliant ship earryin;; a small ealihre ;^uu w«iuld be 
able* to use it tdTtM'iively for ofTonee a;iainst a. suhmarine, 
Moreover, pirates ami sea roveu’s have been swept fnun 
* lu5 main trade channels of the seas, and privatec'iin;^ 
has been abolished, (^niseftuently, the placing ot 
t/ims on merehantmen at the present djiy of siilunarine 
'varfare ran be <*Xf>Iainefl f>nly on the ^ironiid of a fmrj)o.-e 
to render merehantmen superior in force to snhimirines 
and to prev'ont waniiri}^ and visit ami seandi by fla in. 
Any armament, therefore, on a mereliaiit ve-s<*l would 
'•eeni to have tho character of an <)rfensivo arina- 
inent. . . . 

It would, tlmrefore. appear to be a rea^‘<onable and 
refjppocally just arran^-*im*nt if it could tie H^retaJ by 


the oppoviin^ be1li;^emnts th»it subinariiios sboiiKl bo 
eatiseil to jidliere strictly tt> the rules of intornationai 
huv in the miitter of stopping; ami seawc'hin^ mi'rehnnt 
vesst'Is, d(*terminiii^ tht‘ir hellim»rent nationality, and 
n*movin^ the crews and passen^t'rs to places of sah*ty 
befon* siiikin;r vessels as pri/(>s of war, and that 

luerelmnt Ne.>sols of b<*lli^t'renl nail iiumlity should luv 
prohibited amd pri.ivent4*tl from eairryi>>K »u>y arrmavment 
wh»Usi)evt?r. 

fii ])r(*senlin^ this fa^rmnla jus av laasis for eonditioiuil 
das'hvratioiis by the belligerent. ( Jovermnents, 1 ilo si> 
in the full eoiivietioii that your llovt'rimmut will 
sider primarily tho liumane purpose a)f saving tho li\a's 
of innocent poi>]>Ie mther than tha^ insistence lapon a 
doubtful le^ail ri^ht. which iiuiy hat da'tiied on aa’connt. 
of m*w conditions. 



[Itrooklyn F.uf’h. 

“WILI. THE SCRAP OF PAPER HOLU?»' 


Mr. T/ansing’n suggc'sliou c'onstiluicd a cum- 
])lctc a.baiulonmcnt of Amcrictm j)ulicy, wJiich, 
an defined in a inianorandum from Mr. Bryan 
tc» (Vnint Bernstorff, tlalcd Scptcml)cr B), 1014, 
was that merchant .ships might. h(? armed ff)r 
tlefence in a stritdly limit«*d fa.sliion, one gun, 
ealihre nf>t to cxe.ced <l iiurhes, to ho mounted 
abaft with a .small qiiantity of ammunition 
and witlaiut expttrt gunritirs to servo it. Ameri- 
can t>|jinion rccudvod the. Note with <*onMti*rna- 
tion. 'riic consitrvativo Ana^rican Pn^Hs w^irned 
the President that to tr(^at armed mendiantrncn 
a.s warships would ho a breach of neutrality am* 
that tin* idrni of <lepriving v(‘ssels of their only 
means of defence against the murdorou? attacks 
of submarines was, to fuit if mildly, uufair. Sonu^ 
newspapers — c.g., the Philadelphia Ledtjer on 

140.-.i 
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February 13 — wont further and accuftod the 
State Departinc^nt of having deliberately pur- 
chaned tho wo-ealled surrender of Germany 
over tho Lusitania by a promise to try to force 
us to disarm our merchant ships. Tho accusa- 
tion gained weight from tlie behaviour of 
Count Bernstorff, who went about rubbing 
his hands with glee. “ From this time forward,” 
h<^ was report(Ml to have said, “all maritime 
controversies will lie betw’oon the Allies and tho 
United States.” 'J'hero is no reason to believe 
tliat the Static Department stru(;k any such 
bargain. 'J’he facts of the case seem to have 



GERMAN SUBMARINE UNDER REPAIR. 


been that it was temporarily doceivt'd by 
Count Bernstorff’s plausible argument that, if 
vessels W'ero armed, and if, as ho had reason to 
believe, they sonant imes shot at submarines on 
sight, submarines could not apj)roach to hail 
them and then'fore could not livt^ up to his 
side of the Lusitania bargain. The period 
of th<' State Department’s aberration was short. 
The surprises, not to say th«» indignation, of 
tho Allies was conveyed to tho President so 
authoritatively from London that he instructed 
Mr. Lansing to abandon his suggestion. Count 
Bernstorff was discomfited but not b<?aten. His 
efforts to (unbroil the ITnited States and Great 
Britain had failed ; but it might still be pos- 
sible? for Germany by a mixture of “ fright- 


fulnoss ” and diplomatic chicanery so to W(m k 
upon American opinion as to enable her t > 
continiie her cai*eer of piratical assa-^^sin.,. 
tion. 

Before the faihu*e of their first effort, tlio 
German Government had transmitted to W'asli- 
ington on February 11, 1910, a lengthy Mcium 
randum accompanied by exhibits in the shape .)f 
a list of Allied vessels alleged to have attacked 
submarines offensively, copies of instructions 
to the handling of guns, alleged to have b(‘eii 
captured on British vessels, and various other 
documents, which w^ere either unconvincing or 
harmless, to prove that we were using our 
armed merchantmen deliberately to destroy 
well-meaning submarines and wore rapid Iv' 
increasing tho number of our armed shij).-^. 
The Memorandum said : — 

la tho eireiimstaiK‘e.s set forth above, enemy mer- 
chantrnen armed witli guns no longer liavo any ri^ht 
to be c’onsidcired as pearonblo vosh£*1s nf eoinmer<-i». 
Thoreforo tin* (lernian naval forces will receive ordri-s, 
within a short period, paying consideration to iIh« 
interests of the neutrals, to treat such vessels ns 
ligerents. 

The German Government brings this state of alTan,'. 
to the knowledge of the neutral l^owers in ord»*r thai 
they may warn their nationals against continuing to 
entrust their persons or property to armed merchantmen 
of tho l*owers at war with the German Krnpire. 

Th*» Memorandum reached V^’^ashington at 
the eud of February, simultaneously with tin* 
inauguration of Germany’s now' submarine 
campaign, which, tliough conducted on tlm 
hypothesis that no merchant ships w’ould In* 
sunk without due regard for life unh'ss tlioy 
tried to atta(;k or escape, was nothing but tin* 
old practice of irresi>onsil)lo murder under a 
new' charter of j^iracy. (Germany merely relied 
upon tho allegation in her ]\Temorandum about, 
tho promiscuously offensive projiensities of our 
vessels to Iwcloud tho issue should American'^ 
suffer. Had not tho Arabic trouble been tided 
over by statements that the ill-fated liner was 
preparing to ram ? Need any greater difti**ult> 
be expected if, in tho event of anc^ther disaster, 
the submarine captain had a report promptlx' 
written for him showing that* the victim wa^ 
about to attack or trying to escape ? 

Germany over-estimated the Pr(\sidentV 
patience and the desire of his advisers to 
neutral at all costs. Slio proceeded too fast and 
too ostentatiously on her rake’s progress. She 
torpedoed the Norwegian barge Silius alino.-'t 
.before the State Department had digested 
Berlin’s latest Memorandum. The Silius inci- 
dent raised doubts, but before they could be 
resolved a far worse offence plunged the whole 
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THE GROSS-CHANNEf. STEAMER 
“SUSSEX.” 

>iil)niJirine controversy back into tbo ineltinjr- 
|)ot. On March 24 a Teutonic torpedo ble\\ 
the bows off t]u‘ French Channel steamer 
Sussex. Americans were kiJk'd and wounded, 
and tlie lives of otlu'rs w('ro jeopardized. 
Washington was more worried than at an,\ 
time since the Lusitania tragedy. 'J"he ]niblic> 
\\H.s aroused, especially in the Fast, though it 
patriotically forbore to do anything tliat Mould 
force tlie President's hand. 

rjie President acted Muth his usuu .1 poise*. 
After due delay to colk*ct informat ion, lie a.sk(*d 
< lermany for her explanat ion. Tlu* ('xj)Ianat ion 
charact^^ristically unsatisfactory and it 
arrivod only aft<*r the torjjcdoing of t he Kagle- 
J*oiiit, IVranchester Fngint'er, Fnglishman, Per- 
M iiul vale, and of tlie Red (Voss sttauner Portugal 
in the Medit('rranean had enhanced the fear 
that IVussian promises Mere still not Morth th<* 
paj)(*r they Mere M’ritten on. It asserted that 
the Sussex had been taken for a mine-lay<*r 
aiul enhanced the blatancy <)f tlie li«^ not only 
\Nith a quantity of meticulously <hHH*ptive 
<iotailK but with pictures eoinp*xring the Sussivx 
'vith the imaginary mine-layer. This <*xtra- 
ordinary document Washington rebutted M’ith 
<*oiivincing details, supported by aflidavits. in 
a Xot<^ dated April 18 . It rc*capitulat<Ml the 
\vlu)le history of the submarine controversy, 
laid stress upon its patience, politely indicat’d 
suspicion tliat Berlin had not beem acting in 
i^ood faith, and regretted that it Mould hav’^e to 
lueak off relations if there M^ere more atrocitif*s. 

I Ih» Gomimwidf'rs of the linporial (jovt-riiiiioiit’'' 
‘iidersea vohsoIs tiave t'arried on practic’os of sneh 
•^ahles.s destruction which liave made it more and 
'uoro evident a.s the inotiihs have gone by that the 
hnperial Governinont ha.s found it impracticable to put 
such restraints upon them as it had hoi»c<l and 
l‘'‘omisod to put. Again and again the Imperial (Joverri- 
'•‘♦‘nt has given its solemn a.s.surances to the Government 



THH “SUSSEX*^ AFTER THE DBS TKUC- 
TION OF HER BOW SECTION. 

of the United States that at least piissangt'r slufis would 
not bt* thus <lt‘alt with, an<l y<'t it has rcpcalcdly p«'r- 
rnilltvl undersea eonnnaiuh'rs to disregard theso 

assurances witli entire impunity. .‘Vs n'eeiitly as Kebrii- 
aiy last it gavi* noliee that it would re; 4 ard all armt^d 
iiKU’clumt men owned hy its eriemies as part of the armed 
naval forees of ils 4id\‘er.sari>*s and deal with thinn as 
with ineii-of-w ar, thus, at least by iinplieat ion, pledging 
itself to gi\e uaniiiig to ve.ssels whii’h wen» not ai'itied 
ami t(» aeeord security of life to their passenger'i and 
eraws ; but even this limilatinn their snbinaiine eoin- 
inaeders have re«*|vles,sly ignored. 

Ve.s'-els of i>entral ownership, e\«'n ve..s»*!s of neutral 
ownership bnnnd from iienlr.il port to neutral port, hav«» 
be»Mi <les(roye<l, along with vessids <if belliiierenl owner- 
ship ill eoii'-tantly inerejisin^r nimibers. . . . («rt*at 
liners like the l.iiMtanni and Arable, and mere passenger 
boats lik** the Sussex have been attiieki*«! wit bool a 
iiioiiHMit’.s warning, often before they have even become 
aware that they were in the presem-e of an armed ship 
of the ciumiiv, and 1 he lives of non-eoinbatanf s, passengi'is. 
iml <*.rew' ha\e been destroyed v\ holesale and in a manner 
wdiieb the ( lnv'i*rnment <if the United State.-- (‘ininot but 
reg.ird as wanton and withinil the .lightest colour of 
just ideat ion. No limit of any kind hiis. in far*!, been set. 
to their indisi-riminate pursuit, aiul ilcstrnct ion ot 
iiiiM-eharit men of all kinds ami nationalities within tlie 
watiM’s wdiich the linf>i*nn.l (lovernment has idiosen to 
designate a.s lying within the .seat of w’lir. 'I he roll of 
.Vrncrican.s wlio liave lo.st their lives upon sliijis thus 
attiJcdvcd and destroyed has grown month by inontb 
until the ominous toll has inouiit.ed into biiiidreds. 

Tim (Government of the United Stiite.s Inis been very 
piitient. ... It has made every allownriee for unprece- 
dented conditions and has been W'illiiig to wait until the 
facts be<*arne unmist akafile and were siiscejitible of only 
one interpretation. 

It now owes it to a just regard for its own rights to 
say to the Imperial Government that that time hoH come. 
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THE GERMAN “COMMERCIAL” SUBMARINE “DEUTSCHLAND” AT BALTIMOHF. 


It ha*; hooomo painfully evident to it that (ho posititm 
it took at tho vory oiitsot is inovitahlo — ntimoly« tho uso 
4)f suhrnarinoM for tho dostnirtioii of an onoiny’s com- 
inorft> is, of iiorossily, hocauso of tho vory oharaotor of 
tho vossols ornploj’od, ancl tho vory iriothods t)f attack 
^vhi<•h thoir employ inoiit of cours<? involves, utterly 
i ucoinf>at ihlo with tho principh's of humanity, tho lonji- 
fstahlishod and incontnivort ihlo rights of neutrals, and 
(ho saert'd iinniunitios of nuti>r‘<iinhalants. 

If it is still tho purpose of tho Imperial (lovornment t<i 
prosooutf^ rolontless and indisoriininato Avarfaro against 
vessels of commoroo hy tho us(' of submarines without 
rt'^iartl to what tho (iovernmotit of the United States 
mtist consider tho sacred and indisj)utab|o nd<*s of 
international law and the universally rcco>»ui/.ed dictates 
of humanity, tho Govornmont of tho Ibiitod States is at 
last forced to tho conclusion that there is hut one course 
it can pursue. Unless tho Imperial (lovernniont ehouhl 
now immediately declaro ami effect an abandonment of 
its present methods of submarine warfare against 
passenger and freight -carrying vessels, the Government 
of tho United States can have no clmico but to sever 
diplomatic relations with tlie (’entral Kmpires altogether, 
'riiis action (he Government of the Ibiiled States con- 
templates with tho greatest reluctance but feels con- 
strained to take in belialf of humanity ami the rights 
t»f neiitral nations. 

On April 11), tho President appeared before 
Congress and read a paraphrase of tlie Note 
whieh was greeted witli emphatic approval by 
tho 1 legislature and by the whole country. 

Tlie 8nssox Note was in jwint of fact most 
i!n[H>rtant. .It put the issue plainly before 
Germany. In it the Pre'sident reverted to tho 
only sound principle upon whieh the submarine 
controversy could be conducted. He insisted 
that German V should behave herstdf on tho 


seas in the interests not only of ATiierican life 
atul propr»rty but of international right iuid 
decency. He took, in fact, tlic* saiiu* line as he 
]jad taken after th(^ assassination of f)jr 
Jaisitania hut whieh he seemed to d(‘sort in liis 
Jat«»r Lusitania Notes and in his tiM'atinent ot 
th(^ long string of Toiitoiiie crimes betw(‘i*ii tin* 
Aralne and 1)i« Snss»»x. During that time 
scant atteiitioA was paid to tho sinking "t 
merehantnien of neutral or belligerent nation^, 
provided no American citizen was injured ; an<l 
tliere can be no doubt that this seeming willing- 
ness to allow a certain latitude for illicit warfare 
had bred in (h'rmany a strong convict i*>n tliut 
the United States would put nothing Jiion* 
efficacious than words in the way of an alino-'t 
unlimited use of the submarine. This heli; t 
the Sussex Note sliook considerably. It to<*k 
Germany by surprise. It left her no ehoi<«- 
but to climb down and to liide lu*r discoinfitnn- 
behind a characteristic veil of bluster about tb** 
ilk'galities of the British blockade and <•! 
blarney about her willingness to make pea; • 
if only the overweening ambitions and liatre<l' 
of the Allies would let her. That was the gi-* 
of the cumbrous and offensivt* Note of 
Tho Note, however, did contain radical ecu 
cessions to the American point of view. 

As far as it lios with the German Government, it wir*!)*- 
to prevent things from taking such a course. 'H'* 
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iimvn Oovemmofit is prepared to do its iiituost to 
, . t.tiiie tho operations of war for the rest of its durati«)n 
,,, iho fightinjJT forces of tho helli^orenls, tlierehy also 
i , iiring the freedom t>f the seas, a principle upon which 
(lerinan Government behoves itself, now as before, 
,0 he in agroement with tho United States. 

The German Government, guided by this idea, notifies 
t!..- Govornment of tho United States tliat the German 
nival forces have received the following orders; In 
cordaneo with the general principles of visit and seandi 
,nMl destruction of mercluint vessels recognized by 
uicrnational law, such vessels, both within and without 
I he area declared as naval war zone, shall not bt? sunk 
uitliout warning and without saving human lives, unless 
tliesp ships attempt to eseapo or offer resistance. 

But neidrals cannot expect that (lf*rmany, force<l l€» 
for her existence, shall, for the sake of neutral 


interest, restrict the use of at» elTective weapon if her 
entany is permit toil to continuo to apply at will methods 
of warfare violating the rules of international law. Such 
a demand would be incom]3atible with tho character of 
neutrality, ami the (hn’inan tiovorntmuit is convinced 
that the Government of tlie United States tloes nut think 
ot making such a demand, knowing that tlio Government 
of the I niti'd Stati's has r<‘peateilly declared that it i'J 
determined to rcsttirtt the principle of the freedom of 
tin* scivs, from whate\ t*r tpiarter it is violated. 

Accordingly the German Government is coiithlent 
that, ill conso(pien<*e of the new orders issiual to its 
naval forces, the Government of the Unitt'il States will 
now also t'onsidnr all impediments removed which may 
have been in the way of a mutual cooperation towards 
the restoration of the free loin of the seas during the war 
as suggest i*d in the Note of July 2^1, Itllo, and it doea 

■h 
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not doubt that tho (Jovornmont of the United States 
will now demand and insist that tlio British Governmoiit 
shall forthwith obsorvo tho rules of international law 
\inivorsally reeognizod before tho war they aro laid 
down ill tho Notes presented Viy tho Oovornmont of tho 
Uiiit-cd States to tho British Clovernmeut on December 
28, 1914, and November 5, lOl.'i. Should tho stops 
taken by tho (Jovornmont of tho United States not attain 
the object it desires, to luivo tho laws of humanity followed 
by all belligerent nations, tho Gorman (Tovernment 
would then bo facing a new situation, in which it must 
renervf' if self enrnp!e*fe liberty of ^leeisioll. 

After a p<*riod of indignant cogitation 
American oliicial aind public opinion decided 



MR. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVHLT, 
Assistant Secretary of the U,S. Navy. 

to aecopt tlio “ concessions ” thus conveyed, 
t\ith tile (‘xjilicit proviso tliat it was to be 
clearly understood at llerlin that the Aniorieau 
(Jovornment could not for a moment enter- 
tain, iiiucli loss discuss, a suggestion that 
respect by iJermaii naval authorities for the 
rights of eiti7.(«ns of tlio United States upon the 
high soius should iu any way or in tho slightest 
degree be made etuitiugi^ut upon the eomhiet of 
any other ({overnuu^nt atTeeting the rights of 
niuitrals and non-eomhatants. Hesiionsibility 
iu such matters is single, not joint ; absolute, 
not relative." (Note of May S, It) Kb)* 

A lull in tho submarine campaign ensued. 
But it lasted only a ft'w weeks, and it soon 
became apparent tliat Gerinany had reverted 

* For tho cffocls in Germany of tho Sussex crisis 
and the fall of .Vdmiral von Tirpitz, see Vol. IX. p. 370. 


to her policy of torj^edoing everything she coi,’.! 
in any way she could, with the exception m 
liner upon which American iiassengors 
be presmned to be and of V(‘ssels flying ij, 
American flag. By October 1, 191G, it w.i. 
announced by tho British Admiralty that of t),.. 
2G2 vessels destroyed since the Sussex at U u t 
15 had been attacked without warning. 'J h,. 
State Department, however, reported ollicii,)]. 
that in none of these eases had anything lx . f, 
found that could be taken as proof of tli* 
violation of Germany’s promise of May 4. 'J 
United States was in fact slipping back, as slic 
did after tho Lusitania, into tho narrow national 
])rinei[>lc that nothing concerned her unh‘ss Ujo 
lives of her nationals were jeopardized. Ag;iio 
encouraged by her attitude, and irritated and 
worried j)robably by tho success of tlio Briti-b 
offensive on tho Somme, Germany gradiiully 
inertuised the scope of her opi'rationc. 

Her first move was co try to paralyse Ameri- 
ean self-respect by a strong dose of “ fright ful- 
ness.” During tho summer of 1016 Afiu'iic.ins 
had been electrified by tho sudden apjK*araiiLu 



MR. FRANK L. POLK, 
Counsellor to the State Department and 
Acting Secretary of State. 


at Baltimore of a German oeeaii -going men -ni- 
tilc siihmarine, tho Deutschland, iiiidi‘r th* 
command of Captain Kot^nig. The visit.it uie 
clear, impressed peojile immen.sely with tin 
pos.sibilities of the submarine. On Oetolu r > 
it was followed up by the arrival in the harbour 
of Newport, which besides being a fasliionivl>i* 
sea-side resort is also a naval station, of it 
submarine flying the German naval flag aiMi 
armed with tho regular torpc'do tulles ami 
guns. On October 8, after having teen visitcxl h\* 
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iho admiring ropresentat i ves of onieial and naval 
\(‘wport(m>t only th(' oflicors ])ut also its crew 
-4 eined to bo men csi^eeially picked on account of 
ilieir phynical appearance and linguistic attain- 
ia(*nts), and probably after exelianging with tJie 
Cerinan Ambassador, who was at Newjiort, all 
->orts of useful information, tlie V o.l left Xew- 
j)i)rt within the prescribed 24 hours. Within 
IS hours of her departure she sank within sight 
ot' the American coast six ships - four J^ritisli 
4)n(‘ Dutch, and one Norwegian. In eac*h ease 
Ihe subtnarine commander warned his victims, 
iuid thanks to tlio help of American war vessels 
ill I lives were saved. 


•'^ul>mai ine. rescuing tin* lives it iin])erilled and 
tlms enabling it to ply its work witJnn the limits 
of humimity impost'd by President Wilson. 

So strong wt‘rt‘ tJie feelings aroustnl that the 
Aiiu rican Navy Departim'iit. IcMiring that they 
had spnnid to Jiigli (juarters in England, pre- 
pared a l(^tt(‘r setting h)rlh the read faets 
l<»r tlie informal iisc^ u( the Ameriean Ambas- 
sjidor in r^Djvdon. 'I ho lidter \\' 4 is addressed 
to Mr, I’olk, tlu' Counsellor of th(i Stnto 
Departnuiit, hy Mr. Franklin Koosovolt, the 
AssisfanI Secndai’v of tla' Navy, and dated 
Nov(‘inl)(T 18, liiK). Tlie salient passages of 
this doeunu nt, wJiich satisfa(*torily disposi'd of 



MR. JOSEPHUS DANIELS, 
Secretary of the United States Navy. 

The incident mad(^ a vast sensat ion. Fi itaids 
‘►f the Allies were indignant tJiat tJie U T).*! 
diould have been allowed to come int4> Newfiort 
and communicate with Count Hernstorff. Thry 
(Hiintcd out that, in deference' to an AuKTican 
protest against the hovering of Ihilisli and 
Fre nch cruisers in Ameriean waters whicli laid 
been registered during the preceding winter, tin* 
Allied warships had greatly curtailid tlieir 
activities in the \Vestern Atlantic, and that the 
Luited tStates (irov'ernment had thus indirectly 
tacilitated the commerce-destroying mission of 
the U 53. There was even greater indignation 
at tho way in which American war ve.ssels 
.^ocmed to have acted as tenders to th (3 Ch*rmaii 


MR. NEWTON D. BAKER, 

United States Secretary for War. 

an nnpU asant. iiicid(‘nt, are hen* ])nblished for 
t Ih*. first 1 iiiK*. : 

I iiai jNirti» iilnr]y -orry miyoin* in tluj 

iniAuJ -«-iviro llmt the .\rn<*rii-/iri Niixy wtaihl 

u« l nmuMitriUly t <»vvHrils t I umh. nl‘ y 

n'lalions and ;.‘;f)od h'f linu; whidi lias licndoforc 
bftwfM'ii tin* two .si*rv if!*'-'. i tliink L may Nay 
tlii' w’illi |HTt«*ot. jiroj)rii*1 l»«*<M,nvj* it i,m niinply a rmioy- 
iii/.ivl faot that tin- rclafioii^ ln*tw'<s-n tint liriti-h naval 
MTvico H.iid «Mir <j\vn liavo dnays lnn*n of tho most, 
friendly nature- 

It would sei'in from ^^r. ra;,'e's letl**r that it is l)eli«ived 
in London that orn* <»f our de^t ro^'ers ohj*y(’<l tin; dt*niarid 
of tin* (I<*riiian ^iuhniarine eoininandt^r to iiiovo Iuh Hhip 
Mod lln-T'ohy far iJifate thfi de-f met ir>n of ono of tin* iner* 
ehiUitmr n, ainl tlnit w<* liavo not be4*n frank in ;^iving 
all the fart-*. May 1 ^‘ay that them Im-i hocn no reason 
at any time why all t ln< faet>« diould not ho ptihli.shed, 
and that tin* only n*a'-<in ffjr rsinfinitm onrM'Ives to a 
tr«*in*ral -talemont, that wo had heen in e\ ery way 
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iiiMiti’ul wii-i ilifl not rouli'/f* llnit any morn 

clntailiMl si »it<*n\'>nt hy tin* Xaivy Dnpajrl nmut wonitl ho 
of tfi«j slintilost infnio-t oithnr to tlio H^^tl^^h liovorniuont 
or tho j^nnonil pntati^'. 

llowovf‘r, i\s tlio ini^int'ornni.t ion in rn^/ard to tlu’< 
particular npisfidn dr o.s sr*<'in to nvi'-t, f am <»idy too 
^larl t.r) Kivrj yr»u tlir- rr*al hut"' r»f what or-currmL On 
thr« rnrjrnin^ raf Oftohnr M t hr* N'aival Ihulio Statiran ait 



Cicrman Ambassador to the United States 
from 1908 to 1917. 


Nrnvport, Khodr* Nhiurl, n*c<*i\ nrl a S O sS nail from t ho 
s.s. Wrvst Praint.. d’ho NVrvst, iNaiiit statr*d tliat. shr' was 
10 milrvs sraut li-siani h r*a-'t raf the NantiinkrO Li^litship. 
On n'r^nivin^ this infoi mit ion, and in r-oinplianoo with 
t ho woll-kiiown anil i imrvluanoun*il r’li.st tarn that has ovr*r 
nhau*a<!tmizr*ii .soamnn m r(*-,pt>ndinj^ to t hr' r*all raf sr'ai- 
farinti pr.^oph*. onlnrs wnrr* ^i\'fn to t hr* rh'st roynr.s thnii 
in tho harbour immr'rliati'ly to prranenri to the as.sistanr*r* 
of tho vos"oL 'I’lu'sti rarilors won' pnampt iy (*arrir'd rant 
by all tho dostroyoi's thou in thr* harbour. On rr'ai*!iin>.r 
lilt iit> raf t hr* Nantur-lst’t Li^htsh rh- *ri 

tiubt a Ot'rnnvn .subuiarint* had alroady sunk thr* \V**st 
I’omt, anil that thr' ernw laf t hail vt'ssnl had bf*r*n .safr•l^' 
hiudoil on thr* LiLrIitship and infoi mat ion wiws roi*t*iM*il 
trom sovr'ral othr*r M’^.nls that thr*y wi'rr* bi’inj.; attai'ki'il 
by a submariut*. 'I'lu* rh'st rra\'i*rs naturally wr*nt to thr* 
\ir*inily raf t lu'so \ aritau" \r’ssr*Is iu orrlr*r to rr*iirlt»r sur*li 
a^slstanr'ra to thr* r‘rr*ws and pa'.sr*n;^"f*rs ais thr* rlir*tatr*s 
raf humanity minhl nr'i r's*,it avlr* unrh'r thr* nraiulit ioiis. 
Spi'fial r'luphasi'. shoulrl hr* iairl rm t Iw far*t that thr* si*a 
w vs at that lim a sm >oth, anrl thavi in thr* r*asr* raf vossob 
which W'l'i't' ahavnrlranr'd at any rlistivurr* from thr* Li>ihl- 
ship tho tit*riu vii submaiiur* was r*arr*ful to traw' iht* boats 
r'outainin^ *ho pr*rsounr‘l up to within r'tvsy rr*ar'h raf tlu* 
biuhtshif. It dor's mat sr'r*m po-ssihlt* to fontt'url, in thr* 
h^ht raf what avntually iar*<*urrr'd. that any raf thr* pas.sfu^^fis 
or orr'W's worr* iu •hvn-r*r at i ny tiuio. 

Among tho vosst'K which ha 1 hr'r'u stoppt'rl hy t hr_' 


suhinarinr* was tho Dutch \ t's'^r*! Dlraraim 
Itatl her*!! .strappr'rl latr* in tlio aftcnioraii and lvr*r pci-voi.. 
hail hr*f*u rlircctr*rl tra ahanihaii hr*r hefraro t>..*ln p 
'riif.sr* rarrli'i's werr' carrir.'il rant and her rallir-t'rs ami i i 
abafiilr)nr*rl t hr^ ship, thr* suhimirint* in tho m*.u.ii! 
'•taniling ra\cr to aiiothr*!* ship wliir-h hail hr'r*n 
.''r*\'r*ral mik's aiw'uy. Sr'\cral rir*stroycrs wr*nt ti> n 
vii-iiiity of thr* llloiain ‘r-ilyk ami two raf them, the T s 
Alc'Drangiil aiirl t hti I’.S.S. B(*iihain. rcccivi'd numhr i 
tho cr<*w^ raf thr* llhaomci’srlyk ran hraairrl, takin ;4 them • • 

of tin* IMiaom ‘i-.sriyk’s boats. 'I’hr* Jicnham bail h* , 
lying within a fow' himrlrorl yarris raf thr* Pltaraini<r ds* 
rr-cciv iiiij: a portirui of thr* tatlicr'is* anrl r'rr*w on Ihmi-I. 
anrl having rli'torminorl that thr*ro wore no aiiiliiinii ; 
persons .still lr*ft ran Iniard tho II looi no r.sdyk W'as priar-ei ij 
ing to gi't nndor way tea rotnrn to No wprart in ar r iardtn,. .s 
with instriiot ions. At this timr* tho (Jr*rm:iii .suhmaiiii.* 
rr*tnriictl tra tho BIraomcrsrIyk anil actually rlid signal 1.i 
tho lii*nham. r<*(piosting her ooinnnindiiig ollinr i,, 
luovr* a little farthr*!* raff in rarrh'r that lhr*rc might hr* i,,. 
prassibility of injury tra t bt^ lloiiham or lior person m } 
anil staling tlnit hr* was about tra sink tho Hlorniir*is,d\ u 
Hrawovi'i*, at the timo this message was n*eei\ed ilw 
lli'nluim harl aeer>mplLsht>il tin* pnrpra.so for w hii*h -lie 
w'as in thr* lrar*ality — f.i'., n'r*r*i\'iiig ran hoaril a porlmti 
of tho rn*r*w of tho JIlr>oin<*rsdyk nnrl asr*orl ami ng if tln-re 
woro any arlrlitional porajair* still ran board — ami wji^ an 
tlio aot of rh'partiiig rpiitr* w'itluaut rogarri tra thr* mo\i' 
mr*nts raf tin* (J<*imm subiinirinr* rai* liei* signalling-, 
d'horo wnvs thus no r)er*asion to regard, anrl no rogartl was 
givr'ii to thr* au'tions raf tin* siibnuirinr*. 



GERMAN EMBASSY AT WASHINGTON, 


Count BernstorfiTs official residence. 

I havr* goiio r7\ or every rt'port ami havr*, fnrtln’i', 
imvrh* personal invest igathans, anrl 1 must tt*ll yran fratdrlv 
that I r*ivnnot hy tin* wirlr*'.t strr‘tr*h of imagination -^ee 
anything but ubsralutr* ]>rnprir'ly in tlu* action rat th'* 
eoiumavmhng otlir-r*!* raf t br* I’.S.S. Ileidnim. I In* point' 
to rr‘mr‘n\br*r in ri'grvnl tra this part it*iilavr r*pistarli* art* tlniL 
this I )iiteli .ship was abandoiu'd by ln*r tallier*rs ami <*rr*w ; 
that tin* ratlier'i-s and tri'vv wr'i'i* in tin* sliip’s boat- in v 
smooth .sr’a and within twra tai* three milr*s raf tin* Naii- 
tm*kr't J.iightshi|) ; that the Jlr'iiham, mat frar llna pnrpo-o 
raf saving their livi's for th(*y wt*rr* in no rlaiiger but 
to givr* thr*m r*r>mfort iiml Us-i-t anr*r*, trarak somt* raf them 
oil hnarrl near tho ahamloiiod shija ; that sin* asr*r*rtJiitn‘rl 
that iio arlrlit traiial prT.-iaiis rr'inaiiierl on tin* IIlorainr*r-rly k, 
anrl that having erampletr*d tlii- rlnty she wont al>»>ut 
her husines'i in ri’j/n/nr r<tursv. Shr did nt>f hare the. 
lilonmvrfidyk in. fthedivnrr to thr siijoal from thr firrnton 
fiuhmtirinr ; she did not hart' thr lU'tomrrfidyk rarhrr thou 
fihr wttuld haw ij the derman suhmorine had md Miyoailed : 
she diti nnt lean the tUnomer.tdyk until her duty hod been 
fully cornjfleted. 
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jMiis riiuKt he the <'ase referred to in London, l>eeauM' 

’ •iin find no roeord of a signal being made by the 
, , rinaii subriiarino in the ease of any of tlio other 
I , rchant ships sunk. 

Anofhf'r thing not gent‘rally known at flio 
t.ioo was that, although tho United Stati's 
) uuie no formal prf)test against tlio venture's of 
1^53, the Prosiderit did in point of faet 


set)pt* of (uTnuin stibmariiu* illegalities, how- 
evt‘r, inereasetl stc‘a.dily. On Oetobi'r 2b the 
llritish ship Kowaiiiuort* was altat'ked auid 
d<'stroye<l by gunfire. 3'lien' wa.s no loss of 
lift*, but tlie two ^\iiH'i*ie*ms aiiid fiNt* Pilipinos 
on ])0»ml stiitetl tliat the subnnu’in*' slielh'd flie 
lift^-botifs jis the erew wen‘ faking f»> th<‘m. 



MR. .IAMBS W. GERARD, 

United States Ambassador in Berlin from 1913 to 1917. 


•njiinon Count Jit'rnstorff to his couiifry resi- 
in New Jersey and ttJl him tliaf. lie eoukl 
"»t tolerate tlieir repetition, 'fhat, it may be 
■Jileil incident ally, was llie only time that tin* 
lesidont sa.w Count IhTii'^torff during the war 
ve on jiurely formal occ-asioiis. 

J'hc exploit of the U oJ was not repeated, 
perhaps, in eonseffuenee of the Pr< si- 
“UPs firmness. In Kuropean \vat<*rs the 


On October 2<> flu* Marina was sunk in cinimi- 
s(anr<*s tliat are sullicienl ly well known, and 
six of fhe Americans tm board wiTo lust, 
'riien fo “(I attack on the American 

slf'ainer Clicnung and the loss of 17 Amc*ricans 
»n the Kussiaii. The Slate I )(*par1 merit in none* 
«»f these eases did more than investigate, and 
it lookt'd for a time as if the I'resident ba<l 
forgotten the fine stand wliic-li he had faken in 

140-3 



PRESIDENT WILSON ADDRESSING CONGRESS ON FEBRUARY 3, 1917. 

The announcement of the break with Germany. 
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-^nssex Note. But ho had not forgotten, 
uas only biding his time for another 
jrc; ive stroke, and on January 31, 1917, ho 
’lis opportunity. 

I'owards the end of 1910 rumours had 
le*(l Washington in coiiunon with oth«'r 
oipitals that Germany was contemplating a 
n iuual of promiscuous submarine barbarity, 
jt wiis recognized tliat the various more or less 
,,\t rt bids for j^eace which she had been making 
)H‘t(>kcned a desperation which was bound to 
cuisc an explosion of “ frightfulness.” Presi- 
dent Wilson had recognized this himself when 
caused Mr. Lansing in his Peace Note of 
])c(‘einber 18 to say ; 

‘‘ The terms upon w^hich it [the w'ar] is to be 
concluded they [neutrals] are not at liberty to 
-Hugest ; but the President does feel that it is 
his right, and his duty to point out their inti- 
mate int(»rcst in its conclusion, lost it should 
pi'csently bo too late to accomplish the groatc'r 
things which lie beyond its conclusion, lost the 
situation of neutral nations, now exceedingly 
]iard to endure, bo rendered altogether in- 
tolerable, and lest, more than all, an injury be 
(h)iie civilization itself which can never bo 
atoned or repaired.”* 

'riie explosion came as soon as it had j)cne- 
t rated c*ven th© Prussian skull that the Allies 
were to bo beguiled neither by the crocodile 
tears of Ben’liii nor by Presichmt Wilson’s 
well-intentioned [)leadings for the prompt 
re-csta.blislim(‘nt of a “warless w’orld.” It. 
took tlie form of a publication on January 31 
of a notice that from February 1 onwards tlu^ 
-'iibtuarinc»s, after granting a short r<\spito to 
neutral vessels, w’ould torpedo evt'ry thing in 
"ight in the w'aters around the British Isles and 
France and in the Mediterranean. The Note, 
after some hypocritical platitudes about Teu- 
tonic solicitude for the independf'nce of small 
nations and the “freedom of the seas,” an- 
nounced that, in view* of Fngland’s brutally 
illegal use of sea-power, which pressed upon 
neutrals as hard as upon Iier enemies, Germany 
must — 

''t'fMidou the limitations which it has hitherto imposed 
oil itself in the employ mout of its fichting weapons at 

iVu'-ting that the American people and its Government 

‘I not close their eyes to the reasons for this resolution 

The American Peace Note of December IS, 1916, 
"i'if h is referred to here and in the following pages in 
f ' ' oiexion with President Wilson’s views and policy, 
be found in Chapter CLXXX, which deals with the 
" ’ >lo peace discussion initiated by the German Note 
f i December 12, 1916. 


and its necessity, the Imperial Govornmenr hopo'i thit 
the Lnited States will appreriatc the new '*tate of affairs 
from the high staiulpoint of impartiality, and will also 
on their part help to prevent further misery and a 
sacrifice of human lives which might bo avoideii. 

IVhilo I vent lire, as regards details of the projected 
war measures, to refer to tho attikchoil memorandum, L 
venture at tho same time to express the expectation that 
tho Amoriciui Government will warn Amoricaii ships 
against entering tho barred zones {Sperrt/ehirte) described 
in the annexe and its subjeets against entrusting 
passengers or goods to vessels trailing with harbours in 
tho barred 'zone<. 


In tho annoxo to tho Note Berlin addtni 
insult to promised injury by tolling the United 



[From the New Yorh " \V»rld.** 


“THE SANDS AKE RUNNING LOW.” 

Stales that sho might send ono ship a w'c‘eK to 
Fngland im)vidod that it w'as painted, as oiiu 
Aiiu*ricaii comiii<*ntator oxpressc'd it, until it 
w as “ striped like a convict,” and followed a 
pr<\scribed roiiU*. 

3''Jh» cd'ftMrt of th*^ Nf)t(^ was instantaneous^ 
Ameriean was stung to tho f|uick. 
From ono coast of tho continent to the otluT 
there arose, a clamour of indignationi which twM> 
days lat(u' (Fo}>ruary 3) tho Presid<mt <*rystal- 
lizo<l ill au a(I(lr*\s.s to Congress announcing iliat 
lie had haadtMl Count Bornstorff liis pass[jorts 
in accordance with tho promise tliat he had 
given during tho Susstjx dispute. After recall- 
ing to members of th<5 (Jongrt^ss the corro- 
spondcnco tlniit passi'fl at that time, he said ; 

I therefore direcU>il the .Socrotary of State to aniiounc«> 
to hi4 Kxcelleiicy tho German AinhasHadnr ‘ that, all 
diplomatic relations between the United States and fli*» 
German Drnpire an» severed and that the American 
Ambassador in Berlin will immediately be witlidrawn, 
and, in accordatico with this decision, to hand to his 
Kxcolloney liis passports. 

Notwithstanding tlu*a unexpected action of the German 
Guvcrninent, this .sudden and deeply deplorable renun- 
ciation of Its assuranc.e given to this Goveriiinoiit at one 
of the moments of most critical tension in the relations 
of the two Government-, I refuso to believe that it i- the 
intention of the German authorities to do in fact what 
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thriy hiivo warned ns tht'y will fcol at liberty to do. 1 
ranriot bring myself to ftnd that they will indeed pay no 
regard to the aririerit friendship botw’een their people and 
our own, or to the Kolornri obligati*ms which have been 
ex<*hii?>ged between them, and destroy American ships 
and take? the livens of Ameriean citizens in wilful proseem- 
t.ioii of the ruthless naval programme they have 
aiinouiiecvl tluMr intention to adopt. Only actual overt 
acts on their part can make mc3 bc'licsve this oven now. 

If t his invetcM-afe eonfldence on my part in the sobriety 
and lUMident fon siglit of their purpose should unhappily 
prove unfotmdod, if American ships and Ameriean lives 
should in fac t be saeritieed by their naval eommandors, 
in h(*(!dk‘SH c-outravenlioii of the just and reascmablo 
iindc'istandings of international Jaw and the obvious 
dic tates of liiimanity, I shall take the liberty of coming 
again b«*fore Congress to ask that authority bo given to 
me to use any means that may bo noeossnry for the 
protection of our searnesn and our people in tho prosecu- 
tion of Ihcjir pf^ac'cdul, legitimate c^rrands on the liigli seas. 

I can clo nothing less. 1 takci it for granted that all 
Neutral (JlovcuMimcMils will take the sumo course. Wc) ih» 
not desiro any hostile* conflict with tho imperial Oc^rman 
t Jovc'i nmcmt. Wo are since re friemds of t he German 
jieofile and earnestly ch*siro to n*main at peace with tho 
<;ovornmc*nt which sjieaks for them. Wo shfUl not 
li<‘li(*vo that thcjy are hostile to iia unless and until wo are 
(ihliged to hc'licive it, and we purpo'-'o nothin : more than 
rc*asonahle defence of the' undonhted rights (*f our people. 
W<* wish to sc'i've no sc'lfish ends, W<5 seek int*rely to 
stand. Inn? alike in thought and action, to tho imine. 
morial princjiplcs of our pt'opics which I have scuight to 
express in my addrc*s.s to the Senate* <»nly two weeks agei. 
We seek merc'ly to vinelieafo our right to liberty, justie*e, 
and unmoIe*Hted life. 

'riie*se are bases of peace, not of war. Clod grant that 
we may not bo challcngt^d to defend tlu*rn by acts of 


wilful injustice on the part of the3 Govonun' r : 
Germany. 

Count Bernstorff was handed his paKs| , .t-; 
the same day. Mr. Gerard left Berlin, hui ,,, t 
until he had been characteristically deta; <d 
by tho German Government and vainly bi v\'. 
bt^aton in tho hopt^s that he might cominit 
Government to giving the German 
laid up in American ports in caso of war, and 
to the granting of various privileges to (Ic rnuin 
fdiizens in the 11. S. in tho same contingf nc\ . 
The Austrian Anibassador -the notorious I)r. 
Gnniba’s suooossor, Count Tariiowski 
allowed to remain iii Washington, aUliougli h,- 
was never officially received by the American 
Govcrnm(*nt, and the Ameriean Arnbassadm-, 
Mr. PenfieUl, in Vienna, pending a ' l.-.u 
<lefinition as to Austria’s attitude regiirding 
her particular policy ; but it was gmi(‘rall\ 
taken for granted that tho Presidtuit Iwei 
definitely made up his mind that Juwless 
ness which according to figures issiu'd a little 
later by tlio State Department hail en^t 
282 Ameriean lives had to cease. 

If Prussian maritime fright fulness brought 
to an abrupt termination the first chaptt i* «>l 



MR. GERARD’S HOME-COMING, MARCH 16, 1917. 

On his left is Mr. John B. Stanchfield, Chnirman of the New York Reception Committee, and 
the nearer figure in front ia Mr Clarence H. Mackay. 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE 


873 


I .tory of the relations of the United States 
4 , 1 .] i lerinaay during tlie war, other faetors 
j,a 1 ; o\vorfiilly contributed to the same end. 
Vll iliroiigh and 1910 American exaspera- 

ti,.u iiad been steadily rising against tlie blatant 
ji- tixities of German agents and propagandists. 
I'fit ir activities fell into two classes —political 
i i-iminal. The general idea of llerliu was, 
to keep the United States neutral as long 
;,s pos>ible ; secondly, to gull the public into 
(t niaiiding that the President should cut his 
policies according to the Prussian pattern - 
for peace when the Germans wanted it, 
place ail embargo upon the export of munitions 
to the Allies, and take a strong line against our 
|)locka.de generally, etc. ; thirilly, to impress 
the American imagination v.dth tli<^ reality of 
I'nissian “ frightfulness ” and actually to injure 
ln‘r trad<% with the Allies by sabotatfCy the blow- 
iiiii op of munition factories, the crippling ot 
ijii'jms of trans[)ortal ion, etc.; fourthly, to 
iiso the United States as a base for belligt^rent 
operations for the extension of naholagc to 
Caiiiida., for fh(^ promotion of Indian and 
Irish unrest, for espionage in Kraiua* and 
llnuiaud, for the smuggling of contraband, 
and vt‘ry proV^aldy for the furnisliing of siib- 
/iiarines with su[)plies during th<^ lal(‘r phases of 
the v\’a.r, just as commerce-dost royiug cruisers 
had l)(»,en sup[)licd to some extent during the 
early phases of it. It was also clear that Gount. 
bernstorff and liis agent s were all along i)rej airing 
(htlieiilties for the XTriited States in the Amerhain 
luanisphere should it bo necessary to deliect 
American atb^ntion from tho Old World. Tn 
-Mexico tliere was a campaign to stir uji (Wraiv/a 
against th(i United States, generally to keep 
revolution seething, and to cripple if jwssiblo 
hy those and other means the Tampico oil 
fi« Ids, whence the British Pkud. <lrew v^ali'able 
J'applies. Nor was there any reasonable doubt 
hut that German casli and intrigue helped in 
the outbreak of the revolution in Cuba in 
kchruary, 1917, and worn conlimmlly active 
ill other Latin - American countries for 
tlu‘ behaviour of which the United States 
\s<re more or less responsilde, if only 
hf'-ause of their proximity to tlu^ l^inama 
I iiial. 

All tills and much besides was brought out 
ill the most dramatic way possible by the 
i' \ elation, after the rupture, of the German 
^ '‘vernrnent’s effort through thi3 Gcrriiari 
’^buister to Mexico, the ek-DrAgoman, flerr v'on 
I kli^rdt, to arrange with Mexico and, if 


possible, witli Japan for an offensi\o alliance 
against tho United States. 

Congress was debating a Bill to give the 
President power t'liforee his plans for “ armed 
neutrality *’ agivinst Germany — t-o sup[)ly Ameri- 
c*an merchant shij>s with guns -and to take such 
other stt'ps as might' he necessarv to secure for 
his nationals their rights on the high seas. 
Pacifists, spurred on by the walking delegates 
«»f the Teutonic prt>pag:mda, were working 



GPNlUiAL CARRANZA, 

To whom Germany addressed the proposal for 
an alliance with Mexico. 

up a huge opposition, aiul it sc^funed doulitful 
whether the Prf!sident would get the? national 
sanction for sti^ps which it was <lecnied that 
th<? rupturci with Germany^ and t lu? barbarit y 
of the Prussian submarines rendered well-nigh 
indispensahlf\ So the Admiiiist ration sprang 
upon the public! part, at any rate, of a dottu- 
m<!nt which harl hijcn intereepbvl on its way to 
Mexico. 'Jduj document spfuiks for iistdf : 

(AuthfMitic copy of Ihn (Icrtniia Forci;'!! Minister’s 
nolo to tho fjorrpiiii Mini'itor in Mexico.) 

Jiorliri, .Tun. 10. 1017. 

On tho Nt of F«‘l>riinry wc intemd to l>c;pri snhtnnrino 
Wiirfiiro unrcslrict<*<l. In .spilt? t»f (liis. it is our intcnlioii 
to oiiHtuivotir to ktH^p nontnil tho United Stsitt»s of 
Aiiicricu. 

Jf this attempt is not siiccfssfnl, wo propose an tillianco 
on tho followiri;' ha‘^is with Mexico : 'I’hiit wc •'-hall nuiko 
war to; 4 cthcr and toi^othor make p'‘aci-. Wi* shall ,/lvo 
> 4 «-i\criil financial -■iipport, •vret it understood tliat 
Mexico is to rnconcpicr the lost territory of New Moxicti, 
'I'cxas. and Ari'/.ona. Tho <lctail.s aro left to \oii for 
sett lemon t . 

You aro instructod to inform the Pr<*siticnt id Mexico 
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AMERICAN 

<*l t lio j|Lo\c ill flio c«.iili(lcin o as soon as il is 

<‘('rfaiii Ihaf them will he ui oiilhiealc (»!' war with (ho 
Ihiitivl Sfafi‘s, au<l .siigyosf that (ho rrosidnil of Moxii o, 
»»ii Ills own iiiuiativo, should <’oiniiuiiii(;ato with ilapaii 
-M^^j^estiiur udiioronoo at oiiro to this plan. At the same 
iMiie. offer t<» mi'diato h«*twe('n (Jorinaiiy and Japan. 

l’lea-»* call t(i t)io attention of tho Presi<lent of Moxieo 
that tlio eniployiii<*nt of nithloss siihinarino warfare now 
pmtnises tn compel J:n^lan^l to make p< aee in a U w 
jriont hs. 

Zl MMKltHAK. 

rin^ r<‘vt‘lii1 ion sot opinion ulila/.o. A tlozt'n 
pro t h rnnms, paoifists, or provincial fools 
.11 t h(‘ Senate iiuina.g(*(l to ]iro\ cut llic jmssago 
«•! tlio Arnnal Nciit ralit.y Law licfort' ( li«^ <lis- 
-oliition of ('onorcss on March 4, hnf puhli<* 
I'piuion was so aroused h^ t]iis and suh- 
-c(ju(‘nt nwcliit ion^ of tJcrinnn iidrignc anil 
ot thr activities of thciT- Irish ajid Hindu tools 
that, it would ha\c heart ii\' supported the 
l*resid«*nt in any iuinn'diate action against 
th-iinany witliin tin* limits of his constitutional 
powers. 

ddn* whole history of (.h'nnan propagjanda, 
spying, and Hffcnt-jirorocafeur work in the 
I niti*d States was suddenly thrown into 
ominous and ohvions ]K'rspective. lueidents 
liitlierto >)iit lialf understood wero mar- 
shalled and th(*ir eumulativt* significanee was 


SUBMARINES. 

giii5j)ed, J h(* f niteil Statt's, it was '^et n, i*,!- 
festering w ith spi(‘s. TTer industrial a.Tal . imm 
menaal organizations, her relations nr. I onK 
witli tin* Alli(*s hut with ht*r I ^at in-Ainei 
neigli})onrs W(‘ro s(‘(‘n to nhirpat on-^l\ 

1 1 treat em*d. 

J here is no sj>aee Ji(*re to go into tin* \\ h"l' 
of tlie niisavonry liistory of tin* husiin-ss. It- 
earlic ‘I* .stages, the Xew' Vork n‘V»'lat I'Hi- 

regarding Teutonie jdans for la])! lainij ill' 
American l*n\ss in the simuin'r of I'M.'c ilw 
dismi.s.sal of J)r. ]>iiml)a owing to tin* pi""! 
afforded hy pa])i*rs seized from the AiiMti' H' 
journalist Arehih.ali I in tin* autumn <>1 fa.** 
yetu* tliat tln^ Austrian Amha.ssa.dor wa- 
eaterl in plots to eausr* strikr‘s in Amci.' 
nmnition w*orks, luivt* alreaily h(H*n desci il " * i. ' 
Tliey wt're followed in t)ec*cmher, ll>h'>, 1>\ 1" 

r»*<*all (^f (/a.j>tains \’nn Papi'ii and Bny-Kd. a*' 
Ueriiuiu military and nax al at taehf-^. I ' n’ 
re(*all eame as the re.snlt of tlie aeeuniiilati' ' ‘ » 
an iinmen.se mass of evidence tliat »hc\ i l 
their ixgeuts were plotting for the dest rueln i 
mnnitioii factories, for the arraiigoineut -t 
subotiuje in (diuada, for tlie foiiK'utatioi* • 

• Si*p Vol. V., Chapter LXXXIX. 
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.111 unrest, lor the ))lowjn<^ u]j of AllitMl 
and that tht*y Avero 1 h(‘ <iirrrtors 
I largo orgaiii/atioii for the forgt'ry jukI 
.ling of Anierieau passports for the iisi» 
likt' Jjody and Iviiepft'rh*. Its iiuine- 
cause was tJie trial and eoiivietion in Xew 
. : k of Dr. Karl Ihaniz, a l*russian ageiu 
,, ,-,nu'rading as a dirt'ctor of tlu^ llamhurg- 
\;>ierika. line, and soni(‘ of his employee's on a. 
, (,.,rge of filing false el(*araiiee pajx'rs for flu* 

0 iiders of (h'rinan eruisers at the hegiiming <>f 
t1i. war. Tt appe^ared that Ihiy-Kd wa.'^, 
among other things, the* treasim'i* of the' whole 
|.recious organization, and tliat von Ta-peii ha.d 
f,|iccializcKl in tlu^ destruction of munition 
t.trtories. After the Sta.t(‘ J )e']iartment jui.d 
.I'ked for and secured tht'ir n'call, the Prc'sidt'iit 
ML his annual addri-ss to (’ongress, on Novt'in- 
h. r 7, llHo. took for tlu^ first time ollicial noti<*e 
nt file (leliiupK'neies of the (ierinan plot tea's and 
r-|M <*ia.lly of their ( ier man- American a.'-sist ant<- 

1 laving a-llnded to tlu'ir .activit i«‘s. without 
mrMti«aiing names, lu^ said ; 

\iivri«-*M luis never witnc'ssed jniNthinn like Ihi'i lud'orc. 
n«*v<*r (IreaiiK'd it jKissitilr Unit nn ii sw’nru into her 
o\ni eiti/:(‘U''iiif>, men dniwii oul of tlio i»,rotit fieo si neks, 
‘-in'li IniN’c ^upi)liod some ot tho In'st a.n<l slnnigesl 
< leriieiiK of tluit little hat mnv heroic inUion Unit in tin* 


hi^h d.i y ol oil I - 1 iilicil it \ cry liti* to free it ^.olf 1 1 ote e\ im‘\ 
ent anuleinent that had darkeuod tin* fortune- i>t older 
initioir^ and m'I nj) a new ''tandar'l here, tiuit men ot 
^ni‘li oriLini'' and -iieh elioiee- ol .1 Itr^Dime wonlil e\»‘r 
tarn m malign reaeliou a^anivt l lie ( io\ eruineMt ami 
pi*o|i|o who It, id well*!. lived and nviriiired them nid -^eoU 
to imike till-- proud louutiN ouee more a. hoihed of 
{‘'uropiMu pivvvioM. \ lit I le w liilo au»» '-ueli a I liim.* w ould 
ha\ e '-ei‘m«‘d im iodihle. Iieeate-e it w a ^ im iedihle. \\ o 
made no prt'pai'a 1 iou tor -aieli a eontm.jene\. We would 
have ht‘eii almo-.| a''li.imed to prepare for it. a^- if we 
were '-U'-(>ieioie- ol om-e|\i>- and our own eomradex .md 
iieiL;hbour-.. 

luit. the uul\' ami meroddile thiu^', ai luall> lia- eoiue 
a, hunt, ami wo i:.io without adeipiate Ki'der.d laws to 
deal it li it. I mui* \ on to onaet stieh la.w at. tlio 
earlie -1 |)o-'-iltli‘ im»m,‘ut. and 1 leol that m doiiij.: ‘-o I 
<1111 ur^^iiiL: Non to do iiotliiui.: lo-,-. tli.m to >a\ o the 
lioiioiir ami -olt re-pia-t ot the nation. Such <‘reafnres 
ol pa'-'ion. di^lo\ -ill \ . .i.ml anareli\ iiim'l In* irii'-hetl on I . 
rhe\ are not luaiiN'. hut lhe\ ai'i mlinitely nmliKLUant 
and the hand ol our pm\er ^houUl <lo--e o\«-r them a.t 
omt‘. 'I'hey lia\e tmim-d plot- !*> di'-tro\ |»roport\', 
t h«*y ha\’u cut ered 1 ul o com -pinn-io a:.'ai list the iieui rail t a' 
of the < <o\ eriimiMit . ami they liav e sou;jht. to pi\ mto 
e\ ei \ eoulidi'niial t i'.m''aet loii ol tin* t lo\ ermueni in 
tu’iler to .'-er\i‘ inter* alum to mir own. 

d'ln* Jh*csid(*nf s (h iit.'itid fnr heffer hi.ws w ils 
clninieterist icM.llx ignored h\' ( Nmgress unt il 

jifter (ln‘ dt'|m.rtur(‘ of (‘ntmf Hei'nsf nrft, .1. \'ciir 
laft'i*. All fhruiigh fht* wilder llie (h'l’inji.n 
propagainlisi s jtinl ])lnttcrs kept nj> their work. 
\<)W if' w tts a. ea.s(‘ of hii‘id ad vert isement s of 
Hrifish hnitality in starving (Irrnnm h ihit's ; 
now it was snpporl of ( 'ouid lh‘i*ns< orll's 
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(liploriiiify hy ef’forfs h> j^ull or hlarkinail 
Cnii^ross int<) toiooiit iiij^ trouhlo ovor our 
n,nning of iiirrcliant men arid othorwiso to 
rnifiarrass tlio l*rrsi(|<*iif ; now it was a sjiasm 
of inanufa-c'lurod a.;^ita.tion a.;^aiiist our lilockacto 
oi* tlio foniaitioii of soiia- Jrish-( jJt*rinaii- 
Ainonoan so<*ir!y for th<* coiifusioii of tia* 
C'oniinoji riiciny. 

AH lliis was of considorahk* f‘du(‘at ioiial 
\ a.liio, a.nd ]>n |)a,M‘d the way for < la* noxt 



MK. FLIHU ROOT, 
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si'nsatioii. On April IS, IHIH, indirtinonts 
w(*rr n‘t iiria*d a« 4 a.iiis< \ on l^apcn on <*ha.r^j:t\s of 
furnisiiin^ inoia'v, oh’oli’ii* ^oia-i’al oi*s, fusos. 
a.nd win‘s for (la* tics! rurt ion of (la* Wfllaial 
Canal in ( 'a-na.da. Ills luaiHicial sia*<*oss(>r, 
\ on I^('l, was >iinul( aia'ously ar*i\*s(t*<l in Nt*w 
'N’ork and his pa.p»*rs st*i/,r<l. A da.\’ la.l(*r, w hilo 
tin* I *r(‘si(h*n( was ri'a-diii^ to Con^rrss a paia- 
phra.sr of his Sussox Xo(o, it was announrrd 
tliat !h'‘ papt'i’s ri*\ t'ali'd plots ot (la* h'^la*'>t 
iinpoi ia.!u*o and that Count Hornst orff wished 
to obtain diplonaitia iniinnnity for th“in. Tin* 
Stato 1 )opa.rt na*nt ironirally r(*pli<*d tfiat I la* 
Aniha-^satloi* mitzht ha\(* any or all tia* papers 
it la* would oflicially i*t*(*o^nizo tla*iu as l^aiilrassy 
pri»pri‘ty. ria* pai)i‘is won* not puhlisla*d, 
apparuntly beraust* tla'v implioattnl oortaiii 


wall -known Anu*ri(*ans witJi (jJennau i 
dt*ia*i<'s ; but tlio incident, increased ])op). 
suspicion. Von l^el, tla)u^}i indicted, vv 
afterwards allowed to accompany Count Ji, . 
storff back to (h*rmany. Tiu*n followcrl t 
J Veskh‘ntial campaign of lOlH, in wiiieh i 
(Icrnian propagandists still further lost 
by their iinsucc(‘ssful (Tforts to form a (k rn, . 
part \' and to blackmail tht* candidatt*s. 

Thus })y tIa* tina^ of tla* rupture, dc'spit*. i, 
fact that tla*ir attitiah* after it showed that ii ,• 
majririt y of < h*rman-v\na*ri(*ans w t*n* lox al, pi » 
as tia* rt'sult rif tho Presidential t*ler*tion sho\\i (j 
that they vot(‘il mainly as Ana*ricans -and ui.t 
as (lermans, tia* American public hatl br. n 
iiiadi* n'ceptive ” as to the signitieaia*!* of th,* 
(k*rma,n spy na‘nace. Proof of that was givre, 
not only by the na*tieulous preparations whu h 
were made against riots, but by tia* way ii» 
vvJii(*Ji tia* publication of the /imna*rman letter 
w as follow i*d b\^ an h\ slcrica.l out pom 
of apprehension aial spe<*ula.( ion, ofton acrom- 
]>anieii by wonderful storii‘S about^ ( Irr’mari 
a.ct i\'it i(‘s in Cuba, Ah'xico, ( ’olombia., \ica.ragn.i., 
of submarini's in tia* Ciilf of M(*xico. I'te. H’lie 
Pn*sid(*nt\s jia-tient treatment both of tln tJir- 
m i.n plotters within his gates and of the 
<l;*rma.n ])ira.tos w it Imut his gates, thus recei\fd 
OIK* gri'a.t. just ili(*a.t ion. Had not time ii.nd 
opportunity b(‘i*n gi\t*n Dumba., \ on Papen, 
Hoy-lOd, and othei* otlicials like h'ranz P»opp, 
tia* (h'rmaii ( ’onsul-t h*ia'ra.l in Sa.n h^raia iseo, 
indicted in ,la.nua.ry. PUT, for conspirae\ i<> 
destroy ra-ilways a.iMl munition factorii's in the 
Cnited Sta-t(*s a.nd Ca.na.da to a.dvi*rtise their 
bas«*ia*ss, hail not there been a iK*\i*r endnm 
st ream of indict men ts and con\ ict ions on similar 
counts of unoHicial agents like von lg<‘l, h’a\ , 
van Horn, aral others, ha.d lait the disloval 
( h*rmaii-AnK*rican h*a.ilers been giv<*n sii< h 
copious op])ort unit ii*s of proving their di'- 
lova.lty, had ia>t the American pacifists been 
given equa.l opportunity of betraying the faer 
f lait they w(*r(* prompted by (Jermaii h(*s a- 
well as In^ their own ignora.nt s<*nt imenta.h*'m, 
had not- the opportunity arisen of circumstaai- 
tia.lly unveiling Prussian plots in Mexico ano 
i*lsew here, ha.d not these a.nd other thine ^ 
been allowed to iia.p]>»*n, the i*resident migli! 
well have found himself with a ilivith*d country 
behind him after breaking with Ci*rmany on 
account of her piracy u|k>u the seas, with th* 
safety of which the greater jiart of the American 
])eople hardly ri*alized that they had any rc.il 
i*t)ncern until the end. 
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Uijihlly or wrongly, lio tlioiiglif <hat ]nitit‘n(M* 
•orelotl tho host oliaiii o of sciairing i)rartii*al 
, i^ilv of opinion in fa\'oiir of a iirm poliry, 
lultl such a ])olic\' i)t' forct‘(l upon him, 
.'it tills coiisidcrat ion <liil not protrct tho 
! tc^idcnt frorn a running (ir<‘ of t ril icisiu hy 
crrtain section of his countrymen. As lui'; 

: .M ri sliown in a previous chapter, long sighted 
\ineriea.ns, so soon as they reco\-ered from 
j'lM* sho(*k of the eataelysui of AuLiust, I'.U t, 
not (Hil\' t hat tla* Prussian nu‘na''«* 
deserved tlu^ positive n^prohat ion of the whole 
, t t*i\’ilization, hut that, if Pan-( J(‘rmanism 
-i;i ei*eded in fdamping u|)on J'hirope its odious 
< lominatioii, it would be merely a (iuc'stion of 
lime ladore it tried to engulf tlie Wd'stern 
lij’misplierti. By such ])c'opl(‘ the Pr(‘sid(‘nt 's 
demand for niMitrality of thought as w<-ll as of 
M'dion was condtanned, at first privately, a.v 
had ptditics as wtdl as bad (dhics. d’here was 
a feeling that he should have protested in the 
II uu(‘ of civilization against tlu^ rape of Hi lgium 
and otla'r Jhaissian <*i*imes, with the double* 
nhjeet of showing the Allies w her(5 his ({overn- 
iii'ail stood and of educating his count rvna'n 
to a. seiisi^ ()f their ultimate* respi)nsi})ilif i(‘s, 
hotli .s(‘lfish and altruistic. It was not knuwn 
then that, in jioint of fact, tla* Vrc'sident <lid 


at least ])rotest in an autograph h'tti'rtothe 
Kaiser again-'t many of t hose i*rimes. All that, 
the public saw was a pt)licy of apparent In' 
iee-<*old neul ralit \ . 

Intlignation against this ]>tdi<*\’ began to 
gel the lndter of patriotic discretion after the 
Pn'sident's failure to obtain immeiiiate i*epara- 
tion for till* Jaisitania. It grew, after lu* passed 
th«‘ Arabic by, until by the winti*r of ItUd lt» 
it ha. 1 eapt ured a formidable seel ion of thought - 
ful opinion, ddu* Presid«*nt was accused of 
luing careless of the honour an<l int(*rt*sts ot 
tin* c-ount ry. lie was accused «)f wealvt'iiing 
the national fibre Pn' eimouraging his count r\ - 
men to shirk ri'sponsibilit ii*s and to b»- content 
to wax rii‘h from war tra<le. while tla* Allies 

THK (GERMAN SHIP V A TERLAND ' 
INTERNED AT NEW YORK. 
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for thf. priiifiiph'*-: w Inoli tlio makers of 
Ainrrica liad also foii^lil io ituiiiitain. H<j was 
acf-usiul f)f sell -respect l>y ])hrases, 

of kc'iug “ ])ra\'e in wcads and irresolute in 
a,etion,’’ of sendintj: ult itnatuiiis and tlic*n 
)*ein^ “ tof> ])rou«l tr» litrlit,” a piirase wliieh has 
heecMiie ii “l)\ \\or<l for <lori'.ion and '•<)!itc*inj>t 
of (he ( a>\ era jn< Jit of th(i Idiited States.” 
AFr. Hoot, in tin- spinadi from wliieli (lie iibovjj 
(|uotations ai’o lakeii (it. was delixered in 
February, H)]t», b<*fore tla^ New Vork »Stat«‘ 
HrjpulilieaTi Fon\ «‘nt ion), went so far as fo say 
tliat nnd<*r a Tresiilent “by lf‘inp(M'ament and 
training” in>»di‘* juah' for th<" ;jreat 1 ask NN'hieli 


atifl mIhmi our l o»\ oininout failed to make tlio^o w.-i 
;^ood it', di[)Ioniacy \\ ))aukru[)t. 

ddje. Fresident's aprajrent advoeaey of 
‘•<lraAvn” war prodneod similar eritieism 
year later. Stalwart friends of (lie Ailii 
knowin^^ that tliey were determined to , 

out and n«)1 make ja'aee when tlioy weie ju^' 
eoming to the toj) of their strem^^th, ae(*used In,,, 
of playing a (Jerjuan ^ame a,nd of bein^ fu.K. 
to tlai bt‘st intf'rests of civilization. 

There can be little doubt that, as was slmuj, 
above, the President did su^^^est peae»‘ jiariK 
because Jit^ feared tluit a eontinuanei* of tj,,. 
war would ]iroduee, as it did produce, moo 
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h(‘ was called upon to taeki<‘ t lu‘ eounti‘\ was 
“ blindly s^umblin^ towards war.” 

Our <lt{)I<uuiiev [Ik' I'oiit imuxl | luo deulf \> it li .-sn lUpt oni-. 
Hint i^iinrrd ^nxit <lnei,‘^i\ e ( inn upon 

\\ hii'li i)ur pt'jue df-piiidx i-. the (pui^tiuii \\!ietli«*r t lie ruin 
ot ncliuti u.pplied tn |{el.;iiiiii i-. tu lie tdleruttxl. If ii 
teleruteil h\- the v i\ ili/ed world, tins nation will ha\ <• 
to li:^lit lor 1 '^ lili'. Tliere will 1 h\ no i'''eiipe. 'riial i'. 
thr itilUMl point ot ilefeniT tor tin* pen.<-e ot Aineruii. 

W Ih’u our ( Jo\ trnnient t.oled lt» toll the truth about 
nelwiuiu, when It lo^i the opportuuity h>r h‘ader>.!iip nl 
the tiiorfil ,-.eiiM ot the Amerieaii jieople. it lo>.| the 
power w huh .1 U now ledi^u* «a that hxider'^lup aiul a tnpa - 
tlu-tie ie''poii'.»’ lioni the tuoral -.eu'.e of the world would 
ha\ e pivuii to n»ir diploiuaey. W’lu’ii our ( Jox erniueiit 
fiiiN'd to lu.ik'* any pro\ iNi»ui w luitever tor dt'leiidin^; its 
ritj:ht< in • a-o they should he traiuplixl upon, it lost the 
power whieli a 1 h liet in it" rt*adiness tvtul will to inaintiiin 
its li^ht-; would }ui\ «* oiviMi to it" diploiiiatie representa- 
tions. >Vhen emr tJo\ernmi'nt vxavt‘ notii'e to (Jermany 
the', it would destrox’ Ann*ri»‘uu lixos and Aint'riiau 
tulips at its ptM’il, our words, which would have been 
poli'ut if sustained hy adeipiate preparation to make 
tlrun and hy the presttyo an<i ant hoi it y of the 

moral leiv<Ievship ot a >;reat people iu a Lrreat eaiise. were 
treated w'ith eonteinpt which should haxe been foreseen ; 


THK SEAT OF CONGRESS. 

(jfiimiseunus sulimariiK' bjirbarit ies, ami Ji' iicc 
all sorts of complications and ])ossibly war fur 
the I'niti'd States. J^ut there is also reason to 
bc'liexi* that in jiroducin^ his J*en.ce Note lie 
xxishi'd to slioxv tiie Allies tluit. if th(\\' made a. 
just ]K‘a.ee they eouUl rt'ly on Jiis doin^ ex erx 
tiling ])ossible to ^et the Fniled States \i> 
support tlia.t ])('{iet^ a.«j:a.iust futiin* assaults hx 
the unrij^hteous. Fxen tliiit fine idea., as 
afterxx-ards (uiimeiatt'd in liis Peaei* League 
addrt'ss to tlie Smiatt'. did not disarm hi> 
stalxvart and conserx at ixe (‘iiemit's. Mr. Hoos(‘- 
xelt, after the Nott' had lieen befort' tJu* publi<‘ 
for a fortnight, voiced a considerable opinion 
xvhen lie urged its recall ftir tin* folloxvinu 
nnusoins ; 

'rhe Xote, lie said, was not only danperou" but prn- 
fouiidly inisi-lhevous, beean^ie it took no account what- 
ever of the most "Ciious l aU'.es of otfeneo that had hecn 
•;ix*»'ii to the United Slates and bad invited an iii'-inccrc 
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\ iiniiioper bidding fnr oiir support. Nor i< ih\^ aM. 
i- Nolo takos up pc^vitiona so profouiully imniural 
I mi-lc'iuling that high-fniiidod and ri-dit-thinkinLi: 
Huiean*?. whose coiintiy this NoU* phtoes in a tlmr- 
-hlv false light, am in Imuoiir bound to proP »i. 


vho lo\e^ the p< d< o of right t 


^:Is..^^hor« the Pi-.-l.K-nt ^ay ; that at s.auo uuUnowi 
date iit the lau-.Miftor the Auu'virau poo]'^' inten.l t 
-atrgimnl the right a of -ntidl imtionaUtioa aumuM bi 
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,, I x.ite sav^. “Thna far both Mdo« 

Inv example, the N di ’ 'Phis is palpably 

iraraplcd th.- B-lnian- ./‘J St«to 

transi...run« K.O.OOO .. L 

-Uves in G.'rmany, ar« for ^ 

I heir liunted victims, iMiot only « „ to every 1‘ia''- 

«nd most immornl fnl-ehooU, shocking to every In. 


,,u,,l..,s nations. rnU--, this i-, -la-or hypocrisy 
let Iho Pri-nlenl. la-Kin now. iincl m siicli case let h tn 
promptly willnlraiv Ihi.s NoK’, which has p.ven co.nfor, 
lin.l aid only to Iho oppressors of , 

l,c did not dure to suy one word in hcliall n itclKium 

""'l-crlmiis the most preposterons aleiirdity is the Htiitc 
metit that the l.'iiitcd Klate- 1“ rciuly and eugor 1. 
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giiaranieo the peace of the world. The spectacle of the 
PrcHiflont trying by the aid of Mr. Daniels and Mr. 
Baker [respectively the Secretaries of the Navy and of 
War] to guarantee the jKjaco of any nation under the 
Hun against a single powerful and resolute foe is as comic 
as anything ever written by Artemus Ward. If his 
words meant anything they woubl moan hereafter that 
wo intend to embark on a policy of violent meddling 
in every Kuropoan tjuarrol and in return invito the Old 
World nations violently to meddle in everything 
American. Of cojirso, as a matter of fact, the words 
mean nothing, 'rho President is nervously backing 
away from (Carranza at the very time ho is fulminating 
those vague throats and uttering those vague promises 
in reference to the formidable military powers engaged 
in a groat death wrestle. 

The best crystallization of the school of 
thought that opposed the President’s patience 
and aspirations for peace (and it must be 
admitted that the disciples of this school con- 
stituted the bulk of far-sighted and thoughtful 
Americans) was, however, contained in the 


Whereas, Wo believe that the Monroe Doctrino and 
even the territories of our own country have boon, mui 
now are, an avowod aim of PruKsian aggression, and that 
in the event of the success of the Teutonic Powers, tho 
next attack would be made against the United States • 
and 

Whereas, W’ithout undertaking to approve all the 
acts of tho Kntente Allies in tho presont War, we hold 
that tho liopublicanism of Franco and the Deinocraev 
of England are united in contending for those rights 
of tho people and thoso ideals of humanity wliich aro 
essential to the preservation of civilization ; and 

Whereas, Wo believe that neutral nations look to tho 
United States as tho loading Power that should maintain 
the principles of intornationul law and defend tho sacred 
principles of humanity, that the people of these nations 
are convinced of the righteousness of tho Allied cause, 
but hesitate to declare themselves, and that action bv 
tho United Slates would have a potent influence upon 
hesitant neutrals and would tend materially to shorten 
the war, to savo further sacriheo of human life, and to 
assure tho more speedy triumph of law and justice ; 

Now, thoroforo, bo it 

Resolved, That tho safety and honour of tho American 
people and thoir duty to defend and maintain the rights 
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resolutions of the American Rights Coininittee 
forinttd in 19 10 under tho auspices of Mr. 
(«eorgo Haven Putnam, who had himself 
fought an«l siilTered for the cause of Liberty 
tluring tho Civil War. Tho resolution ran as 
follows : 

W'liEHEAS, Wo hold that Prussian Iinpciial Militarism 
lia-i brought about the subjection of tho people of Uer- 
rnauy to an ambitious and unscrupulous autocracy aiul 
tho corruption of tho ancient (3orman ideals through a 
dream of World-dominion ; and 

Whereas, Wo boliovo tliat tho success of tho schomo 
of this Pni^siati Autocracy inoana tho crushing friendly 
nations and the subjection t)f thoir peoples to a brutal 
iind cruel military rule ; and 

Whereas. We believe that, iutoxicateil with the mili- 
tary su<!cesses of 180 1, 1860, and 1870, and by tho 
womlerful development of tho ceoiiomic strength of tho 
country, the ambitions of Prussian leaders have ex- 
panded until they have culminated in a World-war for 
imperial iloininatioii ; and 

Whereas, This war has boon eondiieted by Prussia 
and her .\llies with practices of unprocodoiited barbarity, 
incliiditig the killing, under oiTicIal orders, of thousands 
of non-combatants, wmmen, and children, and including 
tho crowning atrocity of tho Armenian iiiussacrcs ; and 


of hutnanity require us to approve tin? caus»j for wliirli 
tho Kiiteiite Allies aro fighting, and to extend to thoso 
Allies by any means in our power, not only sympathy, 
but direct c;ooperation at tho proper time, to tlio e:ul 
that gt)veriunont of the people, by the people, for the 
people, shall not perish from tho earth ; and 

Resolved further. That in spite of the unwarranted 
destruction of American lives, there should bo between 
tho American people and the (lernian people no enmity, 
and that, when tho (Jormans shall abjure, with the dream 
of empire, tho pornieious ideals of thoir present rulers, 
the Americans will rejoice to come again into fellowship 
with them in tho work of advancing the true ideals of 
justice, humanity, and civilization. 

How came it that such authoritative out- 
pourings of advice and sucli weighty attacks 
upon his policy infiucneod the President neither 
directly nor indirectly through popular opinion ? 
Th(»re could, it was clear, be nothing in common 
between American Republicanism and ’'the 
militarist doctriiu's of modern Prussia ; and as 
to (»erinany’s translation of those doctrines 
into practice — liad it not evoked a chorus of 
indignation from one end of the country to tho 




other? Their own oxperiencH's of 1014 made 
it easy for British observers to solve the 
paradox. The President hesitated bc'caiiso ho 
was trying to translate into policy not the 
views and aspirations of one section of 
country or of society, however well justified ho 
might in his inmost soul consider them, but 
what he believed to be the wish<'s and in- 
stincts of the mass of liis countrymen. 

As was indicated at the beginning of this 
chapter, the war found the United States in 
thc! midst of an engrossing pr<^)eess of domestic 
reform. Kathc^r more than a year earliiu* she 
had substituted for th(^ conservative rt'gimo 
of the Republicans a Democratic Clovernment 
of pronounced Liberal tc‘.iujencies, with Mr. 
Wilson at its head. Tlio same thing had 


happenc'd as happened in Kngland seven years 
earlier. A consc*rvatism of a vagiudy Jin- 
perialistio eomploxion diad, thanks mainly to 
its inability to producre certain domestic 
reforms, given plaei* to a Liberalism wJiich felt 
that to justify itself it liad to sacrifice every- 
thing to the enactment of these reforms. Tlio 
extra- American rosponsibilitii^s engc*n<l('rod by 
th(' war with Spain were n^sented or forgotten. 
There was a serious* mov^ement to give to iho 
Philippines the df^adly gift of premature 
indepi'iidenee. Th(^ American foot against the 
optm <loor in ('hina was summarily withdrawn. 
The Army and Navy wen^ allowi^d to 
“slump.” American responsibility towartls 
tlu^ weakc*r Latin- American ntdghhours was 
vitiated by that s[)irit of ignorant and feeble 
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THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN OF 1916. 

Mr. Hushes, the Republican Candidate, addressing the crowd from the railroad car at Grand Pass, 

Oregon, August 24, 1916. 


icloalisiii vvlii<*li must bo aoooimtod tho chief 
cm I so of the tragedy of Mexico. Traiuocl 
diplomatists wore, osjioeially in Iho \V<*steru 
)i(aiiisph(‘re, irresponsibly displaced by tho 
spoilsiiH'ii. 

There never had been a time wlien AnK'ri<*aii 
eyt's were tnrn<‘d morc> generally inwards. Tlie 
old tradition of isolation was revived. In a 
famous speec'li at the beginning of his adminis- 
tration the President liad civtai att<Mnpted to 
give a iwentieth-eentnry twist to the Monroe 
doctrine. That instrument had originally been 
called into In'ing t«) ])rote<*t the nascent Hepub- 
licanism of the AVest ern world against tho 
Holy Alliance. Monarchies had long e('ased to 
threaten ; but, t he President pro<*laimed in 
effect, the Old World could still impede the 
untrammelled development of the New World. 
Raids by the organized capitalism of this era 
could be just as subversive of the development 
of weak Republic's ms tlu^ monarchical raids 
which his j)red(H*essors had feared. Therefore 
the great European inv'ostor in backward 
in- American countries should bo discouraged. 
Adhertmeo to the forms of Anglo-Saxon Govern- 
ment would lielp their Govermnents just as 
effectively as bargains with capitalists for the 
building of railways and opening up of new 
territory. 


Tho I'liited States was, in short, as uiipn* 
pared for the repercussion of the war as she wt‘!l 
could be. The average as opposed 1o tho 
educated voter did not understand that th«^ 
<*ause.s and course of a European contest couhl 
concern him as closely as anyone. President and 
farmer agreed that tho United States couM 
best bo true to her tniditions and sentimentally 
Liberal aspirations if .she remained an /7c,v.sv/,v 
de la melee. To considerations of tradition and 
instinct thero wore also added considerations 
of expediency. It uas at first feared thc.t 
thero might bo trouble from tia? German 
element of tho population and among the 
American representatives c^f other belligerent 
races, should the United States not officially 
balance her neutrality. Had not the Preside 'ut 
actually hinted as mucli in his neutrality 
proclamation ? There was also, tis war t ratio 
grew lip, as Americans began to use tlu ir 
privilege as neutrals to export to the belli- 
gerents, a more material sanction for the 
status quo. The country, it wa.s rather illogically 
argued, was prosperous witli peace, mainly, ot 
course, owing to trade in munitions of war with 
the belligerents, so Nvhy risk a change for the 
wor.se or, at any rate, the unknown? Tho war 
was regrettable, the crimes of Prussia were 
abominable : but all the United States had to 
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re to was that her ri^lils should be respected 
:.v' Vjoth sides, especially her commercial rii^hts 
;he enjoyment of which would iiicidcntaily 
. liable her to send much-needed stippJies to the 
Allies. She would then be jKJwerfiil aiul inde- 
Mt*ntlcnt cnoxigh at the end of the war in jw t a-? 
Ill honest broker ” in the interests of per- 
manent peace. 

Such Avas ami such remained, down to aind 
(‘Veil after the rupture witli (Germany, tin* fumla- 
mental point of view of the masses, esj)ccia11y 
iji the West, upon which Mr. Wilson relied f<»i* 
ihe support of his (_h)V(a*nmont and policie:^. 
I’ho Presidential canvass of 191(5 and its result 
in November of that year made that indisput- 
ably obvious. The Republican candnlalt*, Mr. 
Hught's, was chosen by a i:>arty dominated by 
^Ir. Roosevelt, ^Ir Root, and tin* oth(‘r 
st.'ilwarts whos<^ criticism of th(^ J^n\sideut's 
•course is stated above. ]Mr. Wilson madt) liis 
light aga.inst Mr. Hughes r|uite frankly lipon 
the issue of p(^aeo and prosjjerity with the 
Democrats, war and ruin with the Repul>li<‘aus. 
.M»'. Hughes did not dare take* up tin* challenge. 


He rt'alizcd that it would be impossibh* to 
educate the people up to a sen.-e of what his 
supporters regarded as thi' worhl-ri'spousibili- 
ties of the Unilt‘d States He rolii'd upon stock 
issues aind lii.-* party orga-nization, and was 
beaten by tin* voti^ of the Wt'st ; the Kast, the 
chief home of the “ stalwarts." wt*nt almost, 
solidly for hiuj. 'Tin* Presitlent was re-eleetcd 
becausi* (lie majority t)f tin* p<*i»ple, besiiles 
liking his J aln'ialism, were grateful that ho 
should have kept them out. of tlie. war, eoii- 
lident. that lie would (’ontinue if to 

trocwl tile paeitie path, ami not at all afraid Hull, 
as his eoiist*rvat ive erities said, he was w<'aken- 
ing tht3 lihre of llu» (‘ountry, lowering its 
prestige a]>road, or endang(M*ing its future as a 
World Power. 

The L*r(*siik‘iil.’s vi<*toiy wa..^*, nevertheless, 
not a vic'tory of the p(‘a.ce-a< -any-pricc group, 
'fliat grou[i, ov(Mi lx fore the rupture with 
Germany, was i*ompara.t ivt'ly weak. It was 
seatl<*ri*d ov<‘r eountry in small (’ont ingents, 
and it may l)(3 doubted w hether, without tho 
help of Irish-.Vmeriean ami ( ha innji-Anteriean 
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nrof)agaiulists. it would have made its xoiee 
ueard in the national councils. Its rcprescnta- 
,i\es were to be found in small bauds in the 
.luiversity towns witli which tlie Ihiited States 
clotted. Tliey wouhl show np in certain force* 
it religious meetings. 'I’lioy were stronger in 
Socialist and social reform circles. Jhit they 
did not nmterially influenee the organizations 
,,r the regular parties. Despitt^ the political 
iiiducnce of Mr. i5ryan, the (iernuius usuaMy 
had some tlifliculty in (indiiig, during a crisis, 
i'lioiigh American assistants in Cmigrcss tf) give 
<1 convincing American colour to their agitations. 
It was rather the peace -at -almost -any- price 
vote that determined the eI(*ction — the result 
of the feeling of pacifically inclined provincials, 
Mutraiued to realize causes which justify the 
obvious sacrifices of war, that a statesman 
so successful in dumestie ])oliti<‘s and reft)rm 
work as the Pr(*sident, so obviously cautious 
in his foreign polic^y, so obviously bt^nt u[)on 
servdng American interests wh(*n it eana* to 
iictimi, how(*ver much he might discuss the 
necessity of juaking sa.erific(*s for the sake 
of broader interests, was the man to guide 
the eountry, if anybody could, with p(*aci* and 
homair through the troublous y(*ars before, it. 

It was a state of mind which British observers 
can nuflerstanrl. The dev’clopment of .Ameri- 
<'an thought and policy (hiring tla^ twci years 
hetween the sinking of lh(i Lusitania and tlic 
disa|)pearance from VVhiHshiugl on of the (Jenrian 
lOmbassy, resembh*s in soiia^ respects the 
changes in the attitude of large masses of th<* 
British people which took f)la(_*e during tlu* 
first black days <d’ August, 1911. The Britisli 
crisis was short because thi^ danger was pat<*nt 
and insistent ; the Am(*rican crisis was long 
because the dang(*r v\as to the mass of thii 
p(‘oplo neither patent nor insistent. Not 
only was the fundamental issue at stake 
loosely grasf)ed, but Americans are not, like 
file Knglish, a .seafaring race. To tliosi* 
who dwelt in tlio centre t)f the continent the 
maritime crimes of (h*rmany viere as remote 
as were the Armenian uti(H*itit!s to dwell(*rs in 
the manufacturing towns of tlic Midlands or 
Bic glt*n.s r;f th(^ Highlands. What tlid it 
nuitt«T to the farmer of the Mississippi \ alh*y 
if the Lusitania was sunk so long as ho could 
market his corn in ]Minriea[)olis or Cldcago r 
^San Francisco lk*s farther from New ^ ork than 
<locK Londem ; and it is impossible to travel 
for days across the Americ*an e*.)nt incut with 
it.s millions of acres of rich and .s(*(|U€*st(*r«rl 


farmlands, its (eeuu?ig provincial towns whoso 
contact VN’ith the outsidi* world usuiill\' (’onsists 
ot riv'nlry vvitli near luaghhours and a. vague 
j<‘iilousy of more distant oia^s, its n(*v'(T-(*nding 
prairies, its mountains encom[)assi' ug betv\et*u 
thems('lv('s isolat('d eomnuinitit's as large as a 
l*jiiropc*an country, with its di^ t rsi* int(*rests 
and climate's, with its cmlh*ss string of local 
nt'wspiipt'rs (each se'iving a radius p<*rhaps 
large*!* than KngLiiid, but ncve'rt bele'ss an 
iniinite*simal tract ie>n e)f tla* country, anel eie'di- 
cate*d almost e‘nlire*ly to loeal int(*llige'nee) 
without e‘\|)e‘i*i(‘iiciiig ei si use* e>l' re*me)te*ne*ss, e)t 
natie)nal a.me)rphousne*ss sudi eis iu> Fure)pe*an 
State* can pre)elue‘e'. 

Ne>r was it e)iily the* tradition anel practie*!* of 
ah>ofn('.‘^s emel the* ae*e*ide‘ut e»f t he> a.se*e'ndaiicy 
e>f Liln'ralism at Washington that made* the* war 
r(*me)te’ to the* ave*rage* e*it i/i‘n almeisl lu'yoiidtlH^ 
I'.ounds e>f pe*rspe*e*( i ve*. With one^ gre*a.t Kuro- 

pe*an lN»W’e*r and with e)in* alone* had the* I jiite*d 
State's eluring lu'r infancy, during lu*r adolevs- 
e‘e*ne*e*, and at the* gre*at crisis of ht'r maturity 
liad re‘latie>ns (‘ale'ulate'd to le'avMi lasting inipre's- 
sions. Kor b'rane-e* at the* be*giuuing e>f the^ war 
the*rc was an e)utpe»uring e>f sympathy in vvliie-h 
admiration at the* geillantry of the* sister re*]>uh- 
lie* was re'infe)rce*el hy !m‘me)rie‘s of h're*nch a.id 
during I h<^ re*\'olut ionary war. But gratitude* 
to Lafnyidtet and his companions wais not 
suHicie'iitly eles'p, tla* signif ie*ance‘ ol the Anglo- 
Kn*iicli alliance was not sullie-ie iit ly pat.e‘iit to 
eihliteTjite* m(’morie*s e>f oiir tre*at merit of .Aiia'ri- 
e*a.n sliip|)ing eluring the* Napole'onie^ wars, of 
the re*sultant Anglo- Anu'rican struggle* of 
IS 12 14, and of tin* hie k of sympathy with tln^ 
Xerrlh shown hy influe*ntial class(*s in Knglanel 
during the* light for the* pn'serv at ie)n e)f thes 
I’nion are! tin* aboliliem of slave'ry. Sue*h 
me*me)ries had he‘rn k(*pt greM*n, to an e*xt<ait 
w hie'h would surpris«* t hose^ v\ heists kiLowle*dge 
of Aiiglo'.\uie*ricnu se*utimcut is couliu(*d to 
Bilgrims’ dinuors and e>theT int(*rnat iona.1 
ame*nitie*s or deTivaMl from intercourses with 
re*pre*se*ntat ive»s e»f tlie* sophist ie*a< e*d l^]ast, by tlies 
vvide*spre.id use, at any rate* until epiitej rec'ently, 
<»f school liistorie's in vxhich our <lisagre*e*m<ai(H 
\^c^e• e*onsistently ilistorte‘d, by tbe anti- British 
pie*judices of the* powerful Irish ])opuIation, 
hy the* mon? insidious work of the? American 
brane li of the* pro (ii*rman propageindei, and hy 
otluT fticlors. some* of th**m <*conomic and sonn^ 
social, into whie*li it is unnecessary to go. 
During the I loer ^ Var t^rat i t u e i<j fea* (Ireat 
Britain’s 1 1 nited 
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AMERICAN COAST DEI ENCE GUNS. 


Stales v.Jiih^ .sli(i was Spain was ior- 

gol ten in ati almost* gcaieral out hn‘iik of iiix eet i\ 
ngaiiisl tlie “))riital Hritisli.” Ot tla? p(‘rs<‘en- 
tion of a woa.k State in tliis war W(* <‘oul(l not Ix' 
ar<*iis('(l ; })ut <lin*etly it ovidoiit tliat 

oiir ))!oekii(lo of tho (Vntral I’owrrs would 
l)('ar hea\’ity n|)on uentrals, and wtaild liav<‘* to 
b»' <‘nfor(*tMl on tlu^ broad princi])l<'s of iut(‘r- 
national law rutlaa* than by a pedantic adlicsion 
ulisoleto prce<xl(‘nts, sympathy with onr 
eaiist> could not long prcv'ciit a certain suspicions 
(|Ucstiouing of our iiK'tliods which German 
agents worked <lay aial niglit to increase*. 

'I la* earli(*r stage's e)f the^ diseaission rcgareling 
our various ()rele*rs in Ce)une'il and re'guhit ieais 
aga.inst the* traele* e)f the* emeany with the* e)utside* 
\xealel shoulel be* fjimilia.r to the* re*aele'rs eif this 
history. It. is preiposcel to tra.e'e- lu're* j!U‘re'l\' 
the* \\a\ in N\hie*h in its late* stiigcs the* e-e>ii- 
tre)\'e‘rsy, by fe)re*ing the^ (_h)vcrnine*nt tei baleine-e* 
its j)e)lie*y e)f ne*utralitv ei-iiel to a]>pe'evr to se‘t e)t't 
Ih it ish misele*me*ie.nours against Prussian crime's, 
re'vive*el in the* peiblie* miiul inlieritcel suspie*ions 
of Mritish marhime* nu'thoels, anei thus te)e>k 
the* »‘dge* to some* e*xte*nt e)t’t‘ ineligiuit ie>!i with 
Prussia.!! sa\ iige*rics. ^fhe* l)loe*keule* ]K)lie’y e>f 
the* Allie's may be* summarize*el as a, com])re'- 
he*nsi\e* atte*mpt te» starve* Germany thre>ugh 
the* e*onli’e>l e)f the* high si*as ]>y the* Hritish Na\ y, 
so far a.s weis e'e>mpet.t iblc \xith inte*rna.t ional 
eejuity. It NMVs bjise*el n])em the fimelame*ntiil 
prine'iple* e)t Angle>-Si!.xe>n la\x* tJiat e>Id riile*s 
‘-.Imll be* aeljuste'el te) me*e‘t ne‘w ce>nelitie>ns, a 
}eriiie*iple‘ \\ hie*h. eiuring the*ir e*e)nt(\st with the* 
Gonfe*de'nicy, the* Xeerthe'i’n States had used 
reithle'ssly tex sfre*ngtht‘n the*ir at exne* time^ neme* 
let) e‘tfe*i*tive blockade* e>f the Southe*rn States. 


Among othe*r rnl(\s which tlie* Xe)rthe*rn Sta.tcs 
elcve'lexped weis tlieit t)rigina.lly laid de)wn by 
J^e)rd Ste>we‘ll : tlait contraband may be* se'ize el 
e*ve*n if de*stined fe>r neutral ])orts, proN'ieieel 
that the* captor conlel pro\'e* that its ultimate* 
eie*stinatie)n was the* e*ne*my fe)rccs. IVrhaps llic 
chie*f Ame*rican charge wa.s that, te> me*ci 
change*el cejiiditions, we dew’clojie'd this rule* 
still fii.rlhe*r. In vie'w e)f the* obvious fae*t that 
be)th in law aiul pnictice the; whole ]X)puIa.- 
tie»ns of tho (.V*nt ral ik)we*rs were in ctfe'ct 
waging war agjimst us, we* eliel e*xte*nd. afte*r 
.seime* he*sit at ie)n, the* ele)e*trinex e)f cejutinuous 
veiyage* te) virtually e*ve*ry thing. He*side*s e'lieir- 
jue)usly ine*re*asing the* list e)f ereanmexelit ie's 
tre'ate*el as abse)lute* ee)ntra.band, we* iiwtitute el 
by ele*gre*cs a sysle*m e)f ra.l ie)ning neutral 
e*e)imtrie's e*ontigue)Us te) Ge*rman\'. The* syste*m 
was base*d, re)ug]ily, upe)n the* dirfe*rene.‘e' be - 
twe*e*n the* ne)rmal imports e)f those cejuntries 
anel their nexrmal e*xpe)rls of importeel e*e^ni- 
me)dities te) the* Ontral l*e)wers. 'I'e) this 
system the Unite*d States e)bje*e tcd in various 
Note's. SJie contemde*el tliat .she had tlie> right 
te> trade freely in innocent ge^od.s ^xith all 
neutrals. The ultimate fate* e)f tliejse* goexls 
was a e[ue*stLon to be settled betweeni tlx* 
importing nations and Great Jlritaiii ; and 
Ame*rie*a.u shipments ought not te) be^ eletaine'tl 
e)n pivsumption that tbe*y were eventually 
meant ibr e*ne»my coiisum])tie)ii (American Note' 
e)f Octe)bcr 21, 191. I). Nor ceuild they l)e' elc* 
taiiH'd on the* assumptie)n that, wc had e'stab- 
lislie*el an etTeetivo blookaele*. No ble>ckadc, 
it was argucel, could be effeetivo in view of 
the* fact that the bloekeiding fleet did not 
eeintrol the i^altie W ithout .*<11011 eontrob aiiv 
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, , , nllevl bloc ka<l<\ it inHiiitaiia t]. was 

,i(Viaal as between Seamlinaviaii lunitrals ami 
:)iiT neutrals. It was further deiiit-.l that 
uy interpretation of inlernational Jaw allow I 
to extend tlio blockade to the Xortli Sea 
, >ast of those same Se*indinaviaii eonntries 
Vote of Oetob('r 21, IJJl.*)), wliih' tlu‘ British 
] I i'ze court procedure and otlu^r tliin^^s wt're 
.,i>o the subject of a running ej>nl ro\ f'lsy. 

Attacks upon the huv of tbe Britisli ])oliey 
A\('re accompanied by ii.tta.eks upon its exeeu- 
lion. Tlie Fleet as accused of ex(‘rcising its 
l ight of visit and search in an illegal Wiiy. Jn 
\ i<*wof the size and iinwieldiness of thcj <‘argoes 
«.f ]nod<‘rn merchant, sliips, the practice^ of visit 
.Old search at sea was early abandoiu'd in 
i.tvour of the jiractice of bringing ves.sols into 
port for search. AgiUiist this the Ihiitc'd 
Stctc.s (Jovernment protest (‘d on tlie doulile 
ground of illegality and inconvenii'iict*. Tlu'y 
again nl'iist'd to a<lmit that elia.nged conditions 
jii.stificd new’ practices. Then* wire many 
Mimplaints, som<‘ of them probably unjustified, 
of undue' length of detention wliile ships were 
examined. It was alleged tliat onr insistenee 
upon making neutral vessi'ls call at our ports 
lo have their eargoi's examined or to pick up 
.•-ailing instrnetions iJirough dangerous a.rea.s 
was nsi'd to fa.eilita.te tlie illegal detention, 
examination, and somi'tiines su|)pr(‘ssion of 
mails between neutra.1 countries. l\\i) Notes 
Wi re sent tbe Allies on the sidiject, on Jamiar\' 
4 and ]Ma.y 21, 1010. Thi* ])rotests tJiey eon- 
lained were based prima.rily Uj>on tlie fa.ct that 
iicfori* the w a.i' there were signs of a teIldt‘ne^ 
to tieat first -class ^nail matter as immune 
"tdin seizure on the high seas At first it was 
» veil maintaini'd that tlio Allies had n<* right 
'Veil to seize papier values (that ])osifiou was 
•handoned in th«' .s(»eond Nol('), ami there 
^'crc' many complaints of Uk' unfair way in 
\'liicJi Aini'riean busine.ss hiod been Jia-nipered 
t'y tlie distention or loss of letters (as wi'll Jis 
'»>' t h(‘ d(*tention of a.nd eeiisorshij) of eahles - 
Uiother wx^ll-aired grievance), and even of tin* 
detention of diplomatic <*orresp<»ndence. 

British municipal and Imperial trade regii- 
atioris also caused heartburnings. At an c'arlv' 

> eriod of tbi' war it was deeid d to ])robibit 
Mk* export from the comporn'iit parts of the 
' uipin* of various staple cominodit ies. This 
oiliargo Jiit many American niarmfaet nrers 
•it her hard. The woollen mannf act nrers ri'Jied 
trgely upon Colonial wool, and to give armtlji'r 
fisjtance, the metal trades nevded iilumbago 
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trom (\‘vlon for i*rmibh*s and tin from the 
Straits Si*t 1 lenient s ft>r otluT piirpi>ses, liii* 
mediately a great, outcry went up. .\s we wertJ 
cli*u.rly w itliin our rights iu thsposing of our own 
product.s as w c likcil, tlu' ( !ov<'rniucut could 
not. prott'st. Nevertheless, wisliiiig to luaUt^ 
things easy for the Uniti'd Slates, w<* allow I'll 
ec'rtaiii quotas of the forbiildtui materials to 
ge to Amerii'aii mauufactun'rs, jirovided that, 
t iiey guaranteed t lial these w'ouhl U(^t bi' n*- 
«‘X[)orted or liiid tln'ir way as tinislicd protlucts 
to the ('m'luy. The arrangement naturally 
involvt'd restrict ions rather irritating to tlu^ 
fn-e American sjiiril., and it w as not. long beforo 
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Ill*' (iermans iK'gan to spn'ad t lu' id<'a tliat our 
^-upcrvi'<ioll was really part <»f a. sclicme for t-h<^ 
control of American trailc after the war. A 
.-imilar attack was, iluriiig the summer of lOBk 
mad<* up<m our “ black list,” tin* name given to 
Mur ])iil)lis)K'd statutory list, supplying Britisli 
tirms with a list of pi'oplc a,nd tirms in ncutra,l 
<‘OUiitri(‘S with whicJi tiicy were not to trachi 
on account of suspiicion <ii* proof of I'licmy 
relationship. It was clea.r that h(*re also the 
J^ritisli (tovernment had a. pcrh'ct right to 
supcr\'isc tlic trade connexions of t licir nationals 
But again tlicrc ^va.s tJic (*ry of intent to captiiro 
Amcrif*a.ri trade for yK>st-bclhmi ])urposcs, and 
this time tlu* .American (iovernment joim*d in 
it. }^rushing asides tlio explanation ollieially 
offered by Downing Street, the Ainerirtan Slato 
Department, in a Note dated July 28, 1910, 
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\\ariH*(l rinaf in “tin* gravest trrnis ” 

tliat it was rnanilVslIy out of tlic (juostioii tliat 
tlio ( i(iV(*rnrnfr»t of tin* I'nitod Statos should 
iu*(pjirs(*(M‘n sucli methods in rotniint (if inMitral 
(•oituncrc(‘. 

I nt rinsical! V" iiono of th(‘s<* ajid otlicr tra(i(‘ 
dispiitos was r(*all\' sori«)Us. "I^licn* was luw’cr 
any disjx »sit ion \ isil>l<* on tiu' paft of th(‘ 
Amorican aut tiorit i(‘s t<i lianifM^r us. "l’h(‘ most, 
that t h(‘y senmod to (‘xpoct wms the removal of 
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]>et(y and ii*i itatin^ rest riet ions. Thus tho 
main hlockade eont ros'ersy hipsed during lOlti. 
after we had im|)roved and <‘xpedit(‘d our 
methods of (‘xaminin^j; V(‘ss(‘ls, a.nd liad shown 
h\ our general iiltitudt' that we wislu'd to spn-r(‘ 
neutrals as much as was (*om|)a.t ihh^ with t hi' 
e\i;r(*ii(.i(.s of till' military situation. Thi* eon- 
t rovcrs\’ o\ei* the detention of ma.ils wiis sub- 
stantially relie\ed by simihu* niea-ns, and no 
effort wjis made to underline annoyanees with 
our “ bhwk list ” by anything m<»re ^rave tha.n 
sha.! p Notes. 'The pj'i’sist ent ( Jermaiofomented 
a-^iit a.t ion that the I hi it ed St ates should ret aliati' 
b\’ pla.ein^ a.ii emba.rLTo upon the export of 
munitions and food to tin’ .Mlies was stoutly 
iijnored. No diflii’iitt ies, exi*ept on one ocrasion 
(and tin'll there was a. ijiiiek attempt to make 
amends), were placed in the way of loans to 
the Allies. Wa-shinj^t on , in fa-et. acted a.^ains! 
u- rat her foi’ < tfe<’t t hari for result 1 1^ nationals 
ea.me huriw ine to it with protests which it- 
could not ijiiiiore. ( Jerma.n -.\merieiui traders 
were on the i/a/ rirt' for a.n (‘xeiise to a.ei*use it 
of lax ueutrahtN' ; and in repii-d to the blockade 
?ontroversy the weight of American le^al 
..pinion w as t hat . w ha.te\ er our et hical just ilica- 
tion.our policy and ])ra,etie<'s could not in point 
of fact be justitieil by law. 

T'he constant airine of •^rievani’cs ap^insf 

Hritish abust' of si»a't>ower ” had nevertheless 
its inlluenee u[ion [mblie opinion. In educated 


circles it was reeo^ni/.cMl that It he Tni 
States had been eipially hi^h-handed duriiiLr ' 
civil war and that we had an ecjually str. 
moral justification for high-liandi’dness in ; 
war; t,,,f among the massi's tlie lin^.?- 
m-’inorii-s of our treatment of American .d 
ping during thi* Napoleonic wars tciide ! 
produce distorted views. ddiis the (Jem 
firijjiagandists wei— tjuick to reali/.e. I^jt 
“■ ua\'alism,” th’V pr«)claim('d, was what t‘ 
l/nit(‘d States laul ri’ally to h'ar. It per\a.! : 
the world. Germany’s Mlhlftrostnus^ 
a,tlmitting that it i*xisted, coiu’erned <..,i 
Kurojic. and with l‘]ur(’po the A\'esteru Itepni 
lic< had no conei’ni. 

Only some great leader of men could, e\. *. 
with the Jielp »)f (h’rman atrocities and (ierrn.ii, 
insults, have aroused the American people u. 
the pitch where tlu'y might have sloughed oil 
overni.ght the incubus of tradition and --n’l- 
stitiited foi* their a.loof and indi\'iduah'^t h' 
e inception of a national destiny a leali/al'oh 
of the ni'cd of a positive intei’nat ionx* 
])olii*\\ .Vnd that statesman wa.s not foi‘i!i 
coming. A lJb(a*a,l of the .MidA'ict orian tvpe. 
]Mr. ^\dlson had stei'ped himsi’lf in tlje shidv 
of domi’st ic ri’foi’m to the exclusion i>f mM 
illuminating inleii’st in international atTaij- 
He. was, during his lirst term of oltii’c, a. faithful 
disciple of that l.ibi’ral (‘oiaa'ption of ({ovein 
m«ait which decac'cs that- :*« Iminist rat ions sli.ill 
follow public opinion aiul t rv to give t la' voiet- 
Avhat tlu'y are vupj)ose«! to want and not ne« i '-- 
sarily what- is good for tla’tn and the eoimtiv. 
'ria* ri'sult- was tliat a.pa.th\ regarding tl" 
funda.nu'ut a I issues of the war r<‘acti'd li«'iu 
lla' beginning upon Mr. Wilson’s jiolicy au<l 
Mr. AN’ilsiju’s policy (’iicouraged a,[)ath\. Tt"' 
haindly im])r«'sset{ by tla* latent moial, ata! 
obvious economic, strengt h of the great aggreg.i 
tion of ]jeo])h^ und»‘r his chargi', the Pn'sideui 
siM'iia'd for a- long time to la*li(‘\'(‘ that he (‘ooM 
afford to let tlu'm carelessly ensui’ tla' pea* • 
and [irospt'rit y that, hc' promist'd them an* I a: 
the correct momeut throw the wi'ight of tlan 
unimiiain'd strt'iigth on tlie sitle of a Lihi'i;' 
p('ac(*. I'alucati'l hy y(.*a.rs of auth<»ritv a 
tla* peaceful cloisti'i's of a vr'uera-hlc uni\'ei‘'-it \ 
a- student almost ('xclusively of Aiiglo-Sa\»^'i 
( Jovcriiiia'iit , he c(ail<l not bring liimst'll t 
bi'lievc for an c(piiilly long time that anythin 
so grossly materialistic' and so harharousi 
a-mhitioiis as t ht' ( k'ninm spirit, could reall; 
have [>osscss(**l a nation. "I'hc eontt'st, h 
seemed to say in many of his utterances ui>'' 
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litul bred an nnrt^al state of aifairs : had 
.dueed pa.ssions lunl tlirown u]) leadi'rs that 
, If rc'iilly foreign in i]\r characters of the 
mhatants. Attca* |)(‘a.i‘(^ tlu'sc passions would 
,.ip|)i‘ar and tln'ir cifcets wonid ]n foTj^otfi n. 
only somebody with authority k(‘|>t his lioiul 
d the healing wonh 

Menee Mr. Wilson s ]K‘rsist<'nt pres'^ure f<»r 
I early peat*o imlil (dermany upst t his ]>la.ns 


ia ■hiimary. 1017. d'lu' 7'russian militarists, 
thoiiLjht, had liad tluar lesson and Jiad pro- 
bably lost tht‘ii* teeth. h'uropi', theref<»re, 
should e<»mpo'>i‘ lu'r <|uarrels \\itboiil more 
bloiubtu'd. A eontimianeo of the war <*ouM 
tally produei* intaad it‘a ble bit t t'l'iies.'-: with 
probabl\* ant »t h<‘r Halanci' of Pt)werantla pt*aee 

in.‘>t'eun‘ly basotl uptai foi’tt\ upon tht' armies 
of l"ranet\ IbiS'^ia, atid Italy on the eontineid, 
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iuhI npoTi tiu- l)y iiistiNul of 

iipiiri t-h<‘ siuirtioii ot iv Ivirni of 
JJI)rrali.-^m nmlof wliicii tho iiuiss(\'r' would 
rofiiso to )m‘ Ivillc*(l or i?np(j\**rislirrl upon tho 
nhjir of iiitcrii.it ioii^d rix ulry iiud distrust. 
"I’o j)n s(;rvo his t* lowurds .su(*li a peaci^, 

pn,ti(^iiff? wn,y iiidispj^usuljlo, and if (Joruuui 
nii I if a 1‘isni \\ ahoniiiiahh*. it laid also to bo 


rouienibered that Hritisii luivalism conti 
ratht*r high-haiidod. The Prf'sidout rc, 
rpioritly looked with some fav^our upon Con 
fl<‘iierali'/atioiis about thc^ “ froi'doiu cif 
seas.” or ratlior, there is n*asou to h<*|j 
the Geriuau embroidery of what, so far us 
war was coueeraed, ^^as originally his idea, 
ho was understood to liuve re|>ros»‘iitod to 
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' .,\vers some time liefore lie lirokt^ witli ( Jer- 
( iiiV, it there must be more wars, let 

l)e agreed that neutrals sliall imt suhVr. 

; Hii tt^e danger of war l.'e “ loeali/.eil " L«‘t 
;h! comnuu'ee in whatsoever bottoms l>o frrr 
. jM>u the high st*as, save only absf>Iute eiaitra- 
i)iiul -i.e., nianufaetiired munitions of war 
Mud presumably gold and its e(|uivalents. 

The people, misled ])\' tin* assiduous mi> 

I .‘present ations of the 1 ‘russian propag*mcl i,ditl 
n.>r know that th(' I’resitUait w luai be talk»‘d 
iibout the “ frec‘dom of th(' seas” was tlreamiu;^ 
.1 ilream of whieh Kngbsh Liberals ma\' still l!a> e 
slunnefaeed reeoUeetions Thc'v though^ I bait 
he wiis directly atliieking our bloekaiile, 'I'be 
i^sue of the wair wais thus still furt ber < larkeiaM L 
an(i tln’i tend(*nev to dnuv bael; from things 
not propc'rly understood wais taieoui-aged. 

Such art' pt'rhaps tli<' naiin ri'aisons, eombiiu‘<l 
w it b t bings like the Irish miiddii^ -foi- Auua‘ieain 
Mm])sithy is alwavys with (‘(‘Itie lr(‘bin<l wlix' 
flu* bulk of the American peoph* and their 
( !o\’ernment s<M'med to ihe other* Anglo-Saxon 
f M(*(*s somewhat slow in grasping, ais ai. w boh*, 
the meaning of the war, amd w li\ e\ «*n aif h i* t lu* 
!*uj)tun^ w'ith (Germany tla^y lu'sitaited tt> taka 
the st'emingly Iogi(*al.l st<‘p of gettifig into the 
\\}ir with both teef " auid joining the Allies: off 
IijukI in their bonded < let ermmad ion to IlLdit 
till I b<‘ I’russijin menace was (*ru^bed. "rbe\ 
\\ei*e, boweva.*!*, passing or (*plu ua*ral n‘aisons 
Obsolete traditicnis eainnot for < \'er witbstarel 
f he onrush of elnuigi’d f*ireumst aim * : politi(*.d 
tlu'orii's eaimiot dam indetiiiit el\ tiu* < urr -iit 
of tlu* de\'elo]aneiit of ai gi*<‘a^ auid v irile naif ion. 

If l*russiiin brutality drovi? the Ibiitiul State- 
in 11U7, first, to a speetaeulai* Jibamdonmeid ol 
the course of neutr^ilif>' -^he bald maipped aait 
lor herself in 11)14, and then into wair itself, 
other forces wen.^ during the; intei veiling y<*airv 
working steadily to renelea* the aibaTidonm(*nl ol 
iMutrality laisting "I’liere^ wais first tin; eom- 
inerciad ranwtioii of the wan* nt)on Amerie*an 
business. In 1914, ait the onthre'aik of tin* wair, 
Americans got tlu ir first nl)je<*f -lesson eaf how 
f l<asely tb(‘y w'en* <.*f)iiiH*et<*d <*c*onomieall\ w it li 
lairope. The dish>c*ation of Lombaird Slreol. wai> 
lelt, equally in Waill Street. \’al n(*s Hnctuaif<*d, 
exeJninge W'i*iit la'avily against the dollar, 
lof’cdgn trade was upse t. Six months late*r lln*ii’ 
♦ coikI lesson he'gari. 4'be* Allie s Ijaiel b\' tbe‘ii 
i«*ailizod that the* war was geaing to hist in- 
definitely and that the*y weanld reipiire* an 
hide*finite:j anieamt of siipiilies, especially artil- 


i»‘r\ aind munition-, for the inainnfaiet nn* of 
whieli (h‘riniin\ haiel hatd the* sini.-ler foie-iglit 
to pi*o\'idi‘. tlu* british Ih'et eeait i*oll<'el tiu* 

se'Jl, recourse was immeuliaite'lv lialel to tlu* 
I nile'd Staite- 

d’he* le'snll «>f this eennine'reiaillN^ is l>e-i 
t‘xplaineil hy tlu* hallowing taihle ; 
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It will !)(* s<*e*n thiit the ine*re*ais<' in exports to 
the* Allies fair more* t Inin eonnte*rhalaine*e*<l, 

e‘s])e*e*i.illy during 19 lo and 1 9 hi, fin* loss <»f 
tiaele* with the* Centlail l*e»Wea‘s. d'lie* e*\poi t - 

e*onsiste‘d maiulw eaf eemrsc, of war unit e*riad, 
i*;i\\ iUid numufaiel nre'tl, and fooil. Imnuiee* 
sums we*!*!* smml!5me*ous!\' hnt te» (lu* .\llies 
after* (he* autumn of 19 1 o, hii*ge‘ly for* 

e*re*elits in \(*w ^'^^rk with whieli e*\por(s eoiilel 

he* tirnine'e'ei. ( )l lie*i*w ise the* l*al.te* e»f e‘\e*liange* 
I hl*e‘ait e‘ne‘d in Alimist, 1 9 1 to go (•> pieee's ; 

(he* Allie's, ine]e*i*d, as i( was, lia.el (o t*\p«n*( g«>lel 
(o nnpi*(*e‘e*de'nt e*d aimeamfs. and the* l'm((‘<l 
Stale's cr*a.eliiall\ be‘<*iinu* ghi(le*<i with i(. 

The* bellow ing I- a. Iis( of loans lo the* Alia*- 
lleuiled in (he t’ni(e‘e| Slales up (e) .|ji.nuai“s, 
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rHI‘SH)HNT Wn,SON (in centre) MKADINf; THE “PREPAREDNESS PARADE" (JUNK 14, 19l(.). 
A dernonstratidii in favour of preparedness for all eventualities. 


At thr simir liiiH* iMiin<‘ns<‘ ii.fuoiin(s of 
Aiin*ric;in st‘ouritifS h<‘Ul in hlurojx' nm'I-o sohl 
to the (hhted States so as to proN'ide tin* 
l)elli^(‘rent s \Nith n*n.(ly rnoneN'. In IlM.'h 
;ieeoi-<lin^ to oflieial eoinpul at ions, the net- 
Anurieaii foi'iij^ti indeht (‘<hu‘ss, funded a.nd 
floidin^r, \\a.s S;ii,r»(H),(MMh<M)() : at the h<‘^in- 

nin^ of 1017 it. \va.s reckoned at half t hn.t. 
sum. 

Snell a. elimi^e in tlie haJanee of trade and 
linanet' (*onld not. but ha.\’t' a. ^leat I'tteet upi>n 
public opinion. Whilt', for reasons imt. imeon- 
lu'cted with la.ek of foresiLdit aial k»ea.l know- 
ledm' on the part of the Allied < Jovernuient s, 
the <'a,rly loa.ns wt'n* not well <list ributi'd 
t hi’oujrh the t*ountry, the sudden a p|>ea.ra.nee of 
iar^e a.mounts of foi'ei^n ])a.})er made pi'ople 
stud\' with a elos<* practical intenvst fairo[>ea.n 
conditions and prosju'ets. Similaily, tlie 
immens(‘ ^n>wth of war ti*adi', b(*sid«'s causing 
interi'st in the w a,r. ^av(‘ sa.n<* Aineriea.ns a. 
staki’ in a.ft er-t he-w a.i* conditions. It was 
re(‘o^ni/A‘d t ha.t wa.r exports were e]>hc'mera.l ; 
tha,t, lher<*fore. if a. scu'ious industrial dislocation 
w a.s to be ax'oided, fi’esh a.nd permancait 
marlvi ts must be found a.ftc'r pea.ec'. 

'The c'liarit abl{‘ ser\ iec' of the* bnitc’d Sta.tc's 
<io\(‘rnment a.nd of ^rc'at Amc'ricaii orj^aiiiza.- 
tions to the war-stricken was a-imtlier thinuj 
that simult aneousl\ worked for tlu' aba-ndon- 
mcuit of a.ea.d(‘mic* neutrality. Mr. (iera..rds 
gnnit efforts on behalf of th«* I’ritish pri?>i>nt‘rs 


in <Jerina.n\' pivc* a soul-stirring o]>jc‘(‘t -Ic.^s* ni 
of wha.t. Ani(‘rieau “ sc'rviet' to ]imna.nit \ 
iu«‘ant. in pra.(*t i<‘(‘. '^fhe* ma^niliecmt a.ehie\ ( - 
lucmts of Mr. Hooxer a,nd his Am<‘riea.n Staff in 
I>(‘li.dum, a.rid th«‘ const ant appeals for mnnt‘\ 
s'‘nt. out to sup])oi*t thc'ii* oruani/.a t ion, britimht 
home, as not hinjz <‘be t'ould do, the er\ inj, ih'' I 
lot* tlie oi*oani/at iou of the world so that 
crimes a.s tlie obliti‘r*a,t ion of na.t ions should ht 
rend(‘red impossible, 'riic* weak of the Uo<kc 
fcllrr t'oundation and of the .\nu‘riea.n led 
( ’ross in Serbia., tlie at tempt e<l woik ol the 
lb iekef<‘llfr t'oundation in Poland, it s a.el i\ it h - 
on bcdiiilf of t h(‘ Armenia.ns a.nd ot laa* opj a’c^'^sccl 
peoph*s in Turkc'v, tin' untiring a.ppt'als (»i I h • 
Ked Cross and countless other bodit's for luini’ 
for general war relic'f, all ineri‘asi‘d the' sc'iisi* *>t 
.Xmc'riean r<‘sponsil)ilit y in tin* effaii’s of i)i< 
world, slowly, pc’rha-ps, as is shown by th< 
c'oniparat ivedy small contribution in nuna\v tci 
which the I'nitc'd State's was respon.sil)lc*, hat 
stc'adily and with (Mimulat iv c* c'ffeet. 

During 11MI'» tlu' indijinat ion of the avc'raij' 
c'dueatc'd and t liought fully inelinc'd Amc'ric arv 
with what lie deemc-d the* initial weaknc'ss aii" 
obscurantism of th(' President's attitude* toward 
the war bore fruit, nmreover, in two importan 
tlire'i't ions, and in both c'ase's the l*rt*sident 
reali/iiif^ that inee>nsist(*ne-\' is ofte'ii (he bett* 
part of statesmanship, took up the fruit iU'.c 
blessed it. 
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, )n JiiiK' 17, 1915, tlic'iv was foinuK'd jit a 
, linjr in Jiicl<‘pt*n(lciic(‘ Hall at Plulatl<‘l|>hia 
i i\ small haTid of tlioiightfid m('n a!i or^a.iii/.a- 
( n ralU'd tlio Loagiu* to Enfum* iVaco. Its 
, Mtionwas mainly din' to Ha* .i*roHt«Hl 

it* Pro.sidont's elusivr Jian<ilinLC of fla* 
l.i^itania iii(*id(‘!it and Ha* outra.;j:o in\ol\»d 

i, ,.nn the rights of hnmanity, t hat the timt‘ ha.d 
,,,iin* for I ho Unil(‘d Stales tt> sot- to it thai 

j, \cr aeaiii sliOiiM I hoy allow thtir lo\f li»i- 

|,c,aM* and isolation to ohiitoi <it «* lln ir .m iim* ot 
n -|)i>asil>ility whoii (host* l wero ohallrrmod 

li\ t'orct'. ddio o}>jt'ot. »)!' t h(‘ l.t'amio wa- do- 

nhod l)\' its Prr‘sid<‘nl, Mr. 'raft, as follow^: 

\I1 tin* worM in w.i!- m .n.v 

jMii t)l tilt' woiNL NiMitj-nt- .u'o .-o i(» li. . to 

iiijMis. mi l In viol.'ition ol' thoir rijla-, ilim iIu a li.ivo 
,, ilirirt iiittMV'st. in \\ ;;l . jiihI -o(1ii«iI j tlnif 

HilrlV''! tll.M wr ni.iX' Jiopr lliil i 1 1 1 1 • iri.i (lon.l ! i.iu 

III. IV :il\jin«'<‘ to tiu' |)nint ol <lc\ I’loj h n. that inti-ii- t 
f.i I an intrrna.t innal rii.’^hl to ho cnn-nliod hrtoro w.ii 
I, in'- ImMwoom niMLtli’ )oin- . 'I’ln' ^■(•n1l^ll li.i-i «»l ilio 
III, III winch wo fc- po'M I'lilly roconnuond to the anlhoot 
who -hall n*pi<‘-<‘nl onr ( ! o\ oinrnont m any woild 
loiitcrcnoo Ihiil will tio<o-:- ai'ifs' loliow ilio pca*c i 
ihiit t ho (li'i'iit Powof-N of t ho woild he nivitod to too 
.1 1.1.1. 010 nf I'oaoo, whii'h '-hall < iiihod\' in I ho com nan 
ih.il hind-f it'! nn'inhi ix the jninciplo jiMt anmnniccd, 
III wit. 1 ha,1 c\cr\ inoinhcr ot 1 Ind Loa; nc h,i- a »’i.:hl 
II ho con-nitt-d heton* war sh.dl hi' ])orpo|iMtcd hoiwoi i 
I MV I w o in 'inhiT- of tho LoaoiK’ ; or lo pni i f i n a i lot her 


th.it the whole Lc.i._nio '■hall n o it" entire power 
to reipiirc aii_\ incnd>or ot' tin' Lcaoiu> that wi-he-.. to 
lijhl anx otlun* inotnher of the la'ainii'. to '-vihtnit tho 
i--ne iipiMi which that ncaidu r tle--iro< to to w.ir 1»» 
.1 in.ichinci'x tor it- pi'acetnl -cttloinonl htdori' it iloo- 
uo to war, 

it i- not ] ii’opi i-ed. t III’ Lea lie poin t ont i n i I a ri I'cnla r , 
Iin.illv III re-tiMin n.ition-. from loiiil: (<» war. it th«*\ a ro 
deternnni'd to do -o nor to hind thorn to comply with 
.l a x dota -toll a pnln i.d I rihnna! oi a conned ol conci li.at ion 
111 i\ 111 i!,e : hilt inorol,, th.it hefort'lhex rc-ort to arm-, 
tlnaehv d' tnrhiii/ the -oi ..d t.ihric .and the tnder ot 
lin w hote v^oild. ,111 I iiil'iei III.- iircp.iTa* 1 .- inpirx np' n 
t II -I It I , , t hex -hall -t.iti iheir i .i-e hi-loie an unpaiti.d 
l-odx .Old hotoio the World, .iml : i\c time to have it 
I on niejed oil It - nil rii - . 

It tl iTovt I \ I- ot a n.itme w hieh ean he -ettle.l 

h\ the piiinipli - ol I.iw .1I||{ oiiintx. It 1- piopo-ed that 
.t -lia'I 0.1 In ‘loll- ,1 hoiii'll ot ind_e-. M il i one wlneh 
••.".ii hi- .iilpi ti-d oiilv liv niedi.ition .iiid eompromce. it 
I - 1 1 J _e - 1 o. 1 ili.it It - h.i 1 1 ho ret I a rei I to a med i.i 1 nm hoa i d . 
In eoinji.iii on with piojoit- lor a world --late, il i- a, 
-hoi t l4'p Ml .id\ .niee I ha I M iir:a‘d ; lint It i- one w hn h 
1 I io!n- \ od to he JI t ♦ a 1 M.d lie. i nd w 111 ell. 1 1 adopt ei I . would 
m.iUe w,it eMremolx li 1 1 pi i ih.i hli*. 

I >miiiu I'.lhi ilio inonil If ind m<!m*FM 

ot tin* taateiji to l^!llo|•^•o I'riico ofoVN' l)N' liaijis 
mil! hound.-'. I’ow . | U*I h<|.| r\|)ia*H‘d tluit its 
id«‘:ds would I.M* rtaili/t'd, hut il was Imjttal liiat 
it woultl aflord a mu hais for ati aoitatjou whndi 
tin • Pro^idfut xxould In* uiiahlr to iotioro. 'rir 
vjM ft. at ioii \N as ju-^ t ilital ( )it .huiu.a.ry ti, I !M (■ 
tho Aunrictu Iti-titult‘ of ltd oruat nmal Law 
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juloptod fivo n‘snhjtiojis which were at the time 
taken a.'4 »i direcrt uriitnadvfa’^ioii by the Icuidiii^ 
lawyers of the country upon tlie President’s 
ofticial indifhtrcnce t(j tlie raprj of Belgium and 
other Oennan assault>! upon iiiteruat itaial 
right. 'Die resfilnti('us folhnv : 

I. Kv(^ry njition luis tho ri;j:ht t<i «*xist, to protect aii^l 
to conserve? cxisf^Micj* ; Jnit lliis ri^hf. iicitlior implies 
the ri^jcht nor jiistitics the u<*t of the State t«> protect 
itself or to r-onf'crve cxi'^lciice hy the CfiiiimisMoil of 
iiiilawriil acts a;^.vinst innocent /inH iinoffeinling States. 

\l. Mvery nation lias t ht' ri^^ht to imlcpciidenet* in tin? 
sense that it has a ri/ht to the pursuit of happiness 
ami Is tier to develop itself without iiit<‘rfercnce or con- 
trol from other States, provided tliat. in so doin;^ i» (h»es 
not interfere with or \'iola1e the, just rights of tdher 
States. 

‘1. Kv'cry nation is in law or Indore law the erpia! of 
eviu’y other State <‘ompo.-,iiig the so<*iet\ of natiotis, ami 
all States have the ri;fht t<> <*laim ami, ai‘eording to the 
Declaration of I mlepcndence of the l.hiite*d Stat<‘s, to 
assume, atmaig the powers of the earth, the separate 
ami equal statirai to whieh the law.s of nature ami of 
nal ur('\s (lod enl it le them. 

4. Dvery nation lias the right to territt>ry within 
defhiisl houndai'ii's and t«.> I'xereise ex<*liisiv»» jurisdiction 
over this tiTritory ami a, II persons, whether native or 
foreign, fouml tiu'n'in. 

•T. J'In cry nat ion out it led ( o a right hy the law <»f nations 
is «aitilled to have that right n*>peet(‘d ami proteelcMl 
hy all other nations, for right ami <lnty ari' eta'relativo, 
and the right of one is the <iuty of all to ohservo. 

Slimulafcd pfowiiinalily by such criticism aud 
Ruch ii lead. tlu‘ Pn^sidcid i?i llic spriug of P.M() 


hegau to modify hi.s attitude of studied aJo,, 
ness. ’'Die Priitcd States, he proclaimed, ia 
of his eampaigri .speeches, could never ag., 
alTord to remain neutral in a war which thre. • 
ened the pillars of civilization. In accordeux 
with this view, lie caused to bo written into : i 
jilatform of liis party at its nominating ci *. 
\dition at St. Louis a foreign policy plim; 
wdii(!h, afte r an allusion to tlie t ime-hnnoui • • ! 
American df?ctrino of laiascz-fairc. i.solati<M., 
continued : ~ 

But the eireiiinstmiees of the hi-^l two vear,^ Imvm 
rtnojilocl neeessitios of iiiterrnitioinil action wlm h n,, 
former generation can linvo forc-een. Wo hold th,ii .t 
is the* duty of tho IJnitetl States to use its power, imt 
only to make itself safe at lioine, hnt also to make sts-m** 
its just interests throughout the w'oilil.ai d, both f<»r thi\ 
end ami in tho inteiest of hum.anity, to as^i^t tho 
in seenrii'g settled peace and justice*. We belie\ a tli.u 
every people has tho right to c hoji^e the <o\ i n \ 
under wliieh it slmll live ; tliat tho small States uf il... 
world have a right to enjoy from other nal ions the 
respea-t for the-ir soxereignty and for their ten it on,,! 
integrity that great ami powerful iia.tif>ns uxpn i jn,,t 
insi.^f upeni ; and that- the world has a right to he ire.- 
from every distnrhanee of its peace that lias its onjm 
ill aggrcsviiMi or disregard of llu' rights of poo[)le', imd 
nations; ami we heli(*ve that the time hii.s eurne wl.rrr 
it is the duty of tho Dnited Sta-tcs to join with the 
other nations of tho world in any uaislhle assorialinn 
that will elToetively ser\ o those principles, ami in 
niaiiiiaiii iiixiolate the eomiilote security of the higli- 
w'ay of tho seas for tho common and iiiihiiideretl «•) 
all nations. 
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III his speech accepting rcrioinination *i.s tlic 
1 iiuxTath* rrcsitliiitial cau(h<iate, ^Ir. Wilson 
, rmpha«i/e(l these aspirations. During tin* 

, ..mpaigii he iiturneil to them again nml again, 
.;.m 1 six weeks after his re-elect ioii he took the 
,;ia opportunity of offering th(‘in not as a 
|i. rsonal or party doctrine but as a natii»nni 
iM)li<'y. 

'the famous American Peace Note of D« cem- 
hrr IS, lOK), wliile generally interiircted at 
home and abroad as an (effort to prevail upon 
t he Allies to consider the possibility of a “ drawn 
\\:ir’* such as the American pacifists were* 
agitating for and (te;rman statesmen scheming 
h»r, was, as has been oliscrvcd above', pc'rhajis 
primarily intended as an ofticial advertisement 
of the l^rcsidont’s desire to have the* 
worlfl know that lie was prt'jiared after tin* 
war to ti*y to throw American ijifliu'uee on tin* 
side* of a lasting and j\ist peace*. After stating 
that the^ aims of the^ bclligcrc'iits as e^J)re^sse*d 
hy the statesmen were cenifusingly similar, he* 
afliruied that the* Ignited States had an intimates 
inte'iest/ in tlw corichisiein of the* war le*st it. 
should presently be too late to ace.oiuplisli tln^ 
greate’r thing that lies In^yemd its e‘one‘lusion." 
Ih' suggeste‘d an immf*eliato opportunity for the: 
e'fanparisein of the te*rms -whieli must pre*e*e'de 
tluise “ ultirnato arrangement s for tlie^ ])e*ae e* e>f 
tlui worlel which we all desire and in which lln* 
ncnlral uatieais as well as those at war are r«*a.dy 
1o play their rospeaisible jiarl. ' 

V meiuth later, e>ii .)anuar>' 22, 11*1/, the 
President returned te.) tin* e*harge in his a-ddre-ss 
to the* fj.e'iiate in whicli he* urge'd tin* ln'llige*rciLts 
to make a “liberal ])e‘ace,“ a “ ])eae*e! without 
\ietory,” 7.c., a peaee* without the* rutli!e*ss use 
of vieteiry, the* e*rputable^ results of whie*h the* 
hiiite'd Statevs would fce*l iustifi(*d in joining 
with t belli to guarante*e. 

'riie ])roje*et feir pa.rt icijiat ieiii in a Pevn'** 
he*:igue> e‘voke*el veln*me*nt ojijiosit ion in ('on- 
».'ie':-s and without, ddie're* was imndi talk semic 
/>! it frejin authoritative cpiarters, about the* 
folly of abanehining the old peiliey of uvoidaiice* 
<'f entangling alliance^s. That, of eoiirse*, 
ndle'ctcd the> We*stern and popular view, and 
Jts irisisteneo iuelieatexl that the; Prosideait 
^vould have n long fight t<» get his aspirations 
translated into national policy. Oppexsition in 
aiore stalwart and i* lucated circle*^: eaiin* 
b-om another angle*. What, asked people like* 
•^Ir. Koeiscvelt anel Mr. Reiot, was the; use of the 
Presielent proclaiming his rcadinf*ss to share in 
tin; police responsibilities of the world when ho 
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had not <‘\en had the; fore*sig!it to jiroviele an 
iU’iny ('Upable of polie*ing ]\Te'xie'o ? 

SiK'h e*ritie*i*iu w a< partly factious, ]ia.rtly 
factitious and Inrge'ly ignorant. N(*\t to the 
gr >wtli of tin; Pe'ae'o D(‘ague iilea the ineist 
notable* (loiiH'stie product «»f tlie anxious p(*ri(«l 
betwe*ou the* sinking ol the hnsitania, and the* 
e halloiiL'c lIurebN' givi*n b\' a hairopoan Pow'(*r 
♦<» the lights of tiu' I'nifed States, and (he 
logical rosult- of the Pro.^idt'iit 's treat ine'iit of 
tlia,t aid sni 5sei p lent ineidonts noarly two \’rars 
late'i*, was tin* growth of the ' ’ pr‘<‘pa.i‘edia*ss ‘ ' 
moN'c'nn'nt , as the aLMtaiion for military I'tli 
<♦ien<•v w as ealle I. ddu* fir^t .'•igiii of t his grow t h 
was till; crea-tion by ( Jenoral Leeaiard W'ooel 
the* l.onl IJoIm'I’Is of t la* .Vniorica.i; inoi eine iit 
for nni\etsjd ser\ ice, in the* summer of PMo, of 
camps in Ne*w’ \b>rk Slate- at whicli Ame.ioans 
of tlie* npp(*r and middle classers e-ould obtain 
friMii oHie-e-rs etf the* regular army,a,nd by working 
with re‘al .'•■oldier*'-, some* preliiniiia.r> tni,iiiing 
us f dVa * rs. 1 n t he; sumine r of PM h t hose; e'ainps 
wore e'ste'ialed to the; \\'i**^t anel Middle; We*st, 
w horo thoy also me t w itli gre*<it Huce*e*ss. Their 
e*xte*nsion was a.e*e*ompanie*<| by the feirinatiem of 
variejus l>odii‘s, like tlie; American Se;curity 
T.<*agu<*, e|<'elie*ate‘d tcj the jje>pulari'/at ion eif lh<; 
iele*a, which was suppiorted with remiarkable; 
alacrity by re*pre*-;ciitati\aj commercial bejclies 
like 11 k; United Statos Chamber of Commerce. 
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Partly f)f‘causo Jie foarwri that his Ropnblican 
o[>p()rimts iniglit iiuiko capital out of tho move- 
nuiiit in the (‘aiujiaign of that year, the President 
.sloughfMl ulT (luring 1910 his original Liberal 
prejudices against military training and amia- 
inents. Bc^sidc^s making speeches in the 
inter(?sts of pn^paredaoss, ho facilitated by his 
siijjport tlie passagti of a Navy law with a 
building programme calculated to giv^e the 
United Slatt^s, now the fourth naval power in 
th(^ world, th() second ]>lace in the list in three 
y( iirs, and prcjviding for tin* building of swift 
battle cruisers, of which t he fleet as yet had n( 3 ne, 
and a large fleet of submarines, w’ilh which it 
was inadecpiatcly supplii?d. Finally, just after 
the rujiture wdth (iermany, ho allowed his 
Secrt'taiy of the Navy to send to Ucjugress the* 
draft of a bill providing for a yrar's service for 
all boys at th(' age of 19. 

^IVue, the whole nujvement, like the naval 
and other [jreparations which followed the 
d(<parture of Count Bernstorff, was conceiv(Ml 
in a, defensive spirit; but studicxl in the light 
of tlie Presidi.ait’s advexaey of the Peace League 
idea and the growing popular (.‘onvietion that 
things like the troniendous rise in commodity 
pric(\s caused by the war, liki^ the tio-uj) (.)f 
American shipping by the (Jorman submarine 
bIockad<^ in February and Marcli, 1917, e.nd 


ev^en the inconveniences of our more hiun 
blockade did prove that tlie United 
could not, after all, for over continue to ti i ,, 
tho wrong end of tht^ telescope upon Eur..| 
it assumed an iinnumse significance, 1. ; 
ourselves, the Americans are not an easy i.,,,- 
to move. In their own vernacular, they 
quire to be sliowii.” But once th(\v 
shown,” it is not in their nature to hang ]>;i, 
ill the tackling of new ]iroblems. The iui|.M, 
tanee of the opening years of the war was lint 
they demonstrated th(' futility of an osLn li- 
like policy towards international la\v-l>rcal<. t- 
of the Teutonic type. They showed Ainericjm^ 
that, in these days of swift comiininieation an.l 
cosmopolitan trade and finance, policies th.u 
answered perfectly in the days of C»‘crgi* 
Washington and Alexander Hamilton, and iin* 
still woikable in peaceful times, become but 
snares and delusions during war. d’lu^y diuwed 
that, if tlu^ (beat Republic was to hoki llu- 
high place slie claimed in tin? moral judgment 
of mankind, she must cjuit the calm pursuit ni 
a fugitive and cloistered virtue for the strenuou-; 
vindication of Justices and of Ij'lx'rly, joiiiirig 
th(' great hosts who daily fought and died for 
the id(.‘als slic clh'rished, and, with tli(‘iu, 
s(‘aling her testimony to right (‘outness in 
siU‘riticc, in anguish, and in blood. 
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F HOM tlie lino held by the British on 
September 30, 1010, the f^roiind sloped 
gently downwards to a shallow vTillc*y 
which ran north*wostA\ ard from near 
S.ully-Saillisol — the immediate objcM'tive of 
tlje Fnmch from Mor\ al and Ban court— past 
h«^ Transloy and Ligny-OMiilloy, then wc'slwartl 
"outh of Irles, whore it narrowed into com- 
|>ai’ati\ ely a.brnpt slopi's ; at Mirauinont it 
jomod the valley of the Ancre. t'rom the 
I'hiepx }il-Morval ridut' a st‘ru*s (jf loiii; well- 
marked spurs ran down into the first -named 
■-liallow ih'prossion. The most important of 
ilx so was the hammer-hi'aded mie iimneiliat<'l> 
NV(‘st of Flers. At tiie end of it, just l ast of 
Oji' Albert- Bapai line road and north-east of 
he Sars was the ancient tuinuhis, some 50 feet 
known as th(3 Butte ^le Warloiieourf . 
Another spur ran from Morvnil north north- 
\vt‘stwards towards Jagny and Thilloy, villagi’s 
U(»rth-east of the Butte de V\'arlencourt 
fanning tho southern slope of the depres- 
''ion just descriljed, and on it lay the Cerinan 
fourth position. To get within assaulting 
'hstauce of this it was necessary to i-arry Le 
‘'^ars and the two spurs, which were held in 
strength, every advantage having been takcHi 
“f sunken roiuls, buildings, and tia* undulating 
Joiture of the country. Lo Sars itself was 
’ rongly fortified ; to its cast was an agglomera- 
‘*'>n of trenches round Eauconrt I’Abbaye : 
•Hid to its nortih-west the ground to Pys and 
'brcfnrnont contained numerous artificial 
Pol. XI— PartUL 


obstacles. At Petit Mii'iuiuHait , on thesoiitfi 
hank of the* Ancre, b(‘g}m the Begina frcncli, 
which ran from the lUMglihoiirhood «>f the StiilT 
Bc'douht nearly to Le kSars. Destrinnonf Farm 
was already in our hands. But before Bapaume 
could l)(‘ rt‘ached this further foriiiidaf>le 
hurritM’ hnd to 1 k' ov(*r(*oin<*. 

During the night of Si'ptemlier 3tl-()clol)(*r I 
lh(* KreiH’h w(*n* bombing h east t)f Morval 
and along tin* banks of tin* Sonniie towards 
PeroniM*. At t Ic' other end of the bat t b'tiold, 
north of tin* tlie einmy was dislndgc^d by 

Sir llubiMt (h)ugh’s troops from ground near 
* ln‘ Stuff lvi’donl)1 and wo increiiscd Miir gains 
at Sehwaheu Ki'doubt. onlv a minute fragment 
of wliii’h romaiiHTl untakc'ii. 

Betwfcii Vf‘uv(* Cha])eI!o and N'pres no less 
Mian sixteen raids were snceessfull y carrii'd 
out , anil a iiuiuIkt of prisoners taken, and sona* 
progn'SH was made in the area lo be attacked 
the next day. 

It was on Sunda}’, October L in rainy 
weather, while the French were moving out o^ 
ATorval and Bancourt and cafituring tiYmches 
in the <lirection of Sailly-Saillisel, and our guns 
were bombarding Lf* Transhiy, that the 
Canadians from the ( ’ourcf^lette region alt ackeu 
the B<»gina tr'*ni*h and Sir llc*nry Bawlinson’s 
troops advanced on a front of some 3,000 yards 
from the Albert -Baiiaume roiuL north-eaHt of 
Destrernont Farm, to a point east of Eauconrt 
I’Abbaye. 'Lhe 1st and 2iid .Marine Regiiiionts 
of the 2nd (Icrmari Division had been brought 
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In the forej^round a li^lit railway for transporting ammunition and supplies. 


clown iroiM the Ihdjiijin coiist, so litird pnl (o if 
W’(*rc‘ tlic* (MTinarj k'lich'rs owin^ to tlio terrible* 
lossc^s w’hicdi tli<*ir troops liiid sustained in the 
IhittU* of the* Sornnu*. "riic'V replaced the* 2tUh 
(Magdc‘burg) Division in 
the* I'?(‘j 4 ina trefieh. From tlie lallc* district the* 
17th lie^inic*nt of the* (Uh (Bavarian) Division 
had als(» h(*c'n suniinoned to ]i(*ip defc*iid tlic* 
Bapautnc* re^noii. Aftc*r the* eustoinary intc*nsi\<* 
hombardinent tlu* attac-ks wc*re dc*li\t‘red at 
]).in. The* sailors fouj^ht stubbornly, but 
the* ('ana.dians ]>uslied up a. (k'rina.]i t.r(*iieh 
running nort b-w c*stw iird iic'arly to its junction 
with tlu* B(*aina tr<*nch, whicli itself was 
c'ntc'ivd in st*vi‘ral places, h'i^htin^ there wc'nt 
on W(*II into Hit* niulit, attack and ctainter- 
attac'k succet'din^ one anothc*r. 'The* Canadians 
succt'cded in t'stablisliinjj: themselves at a point 
yards north of Courcelette in the dirc'etion 
of tlu* Ht'ss.ai tn*nc}i but- w t*re t'jc'eted fioii. ,1 
st*ction of the l\t*>::ina trench, 'riiis operation 
was in tlu* nature* of a demonstration to protcM I 
tlu* troops movinu; on Le Sars and Kaucourt 
rAbbayc* from iHaniz; attackc*d in flank: the 
serious l)usiiu*ss of flu* day c'onsisted in tlu* 
dri\i* to In* und<‘rlak(*n towards IhipauFiu*. 

'The foremost line of trenches between Sir 
lh*nry I *awlins<»n‘s nu'ii and lu* Sars and the 
rniiuxl abbi'v was of old construction. It had 
been made bc*forc* duly 1, at a date whc*n the 
whole systc'in of def<‘nce cd' flu* r<*t^!ion had bc'en 
jjlannod. A sec'c^nd trench, dU \ ards c^r si> ht'hind 


tlu^ first, was of more* recent c*onst luct um. 
Both tri*nches w<‘rc* well-wirt*d and furnislucl 
with duK-ouls. A mill ea**t of lu* Sars and wcM 
of the abb(*y had be<*n fortifi(*d. Tlu* ehapc'l and 
the de<*p crypts and cellars of tlu* monasfc 
w en* alive w ith mac*hine-L^unners, and Lairrisoncd 
by the 1 7th ( Bavarian ) Kc*ciTiu‘nt. At d.dh fi.ni. 
our men went over the* para.]M‘ts. In ti\» 

mimitc's tlu‘y had seiz.(‘d tlu* first trench Ik Ion 
Lc* Sars. The harratce lifted and, followiru: in 
its wake*, the British ehar^c'd for the secoid 
c‘nt i*enehnu*n( , Wc'akly defendc*d, it 

spc*edi!y tak(*n. and patrols pnslu*d forwni«j 
into and bt*yond lu* Sars. For a moment u 
looked as if tlu^ village would he earric’d 
little* los.N, hut as tlie c xi'niiif.^ drc'W’ on (Jeiinun 
n‘inforeeinents j)Oiin*d into it down tlu 
Bapanme- Albert road and tlu* oju*ration «>; 
n*dnc*in>i lu* Sars bad to be postponeil. 

Siimilt aiu*onsly w itJi tlu* movenu-nt ‘ i 
Lc* Sars, infantry bad advanced from tl* 
nor(b-(*ast aiul ^^outh-east on Kanco’"' 
TAbbaye. The Abbey was protected on il" 
north-east by two Iiiu*s of ti*c*nehes, of whn ’ 
the c)ut(*r one w’as known as Cloose All* ^ 
Neither offered any serious rc'sistanee, and h' 

iiiiihlfall our men had established themselvis t i 

it line which ran from t lu* northern end of tl 
bnildinjzs due east and west, c^onne^eting 
our positions to tlie north-west of Factea* 
C’ornt*r. parallel with the (lerman trench fret 
the ButM* lie* WtU kneourt to the outskirts i 
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U'Mi(looourt. Tlif'y evrii cajitiirtHl iind lirld 
, »-it-ions t’cirtlK*r io tlio north i>n tlio oounliy 
,;i l to Lo Baniu'* and wc'st ot* it. (hi llii-., tho 
._r|it of tli‘> atitac-k, t ill* t!ain w I'roin to 

. .■>(>(» yards. 

riio assault on tho ticnohos south of t hr 
\l)h:-\^ was Joss suo(‘ossfuI. It was Jh Id un h\ 
n.uhod win* and inachino-ijuns. Two 'rank-, 
howcvor. arrivi'd on t ho soono. (hio of thon. 
-tirk iu tlio mud and ]>ooa.m(* a. stationary 
mrtross. 'Tho (tow loft h(*r lat(*r, and tho 
( onunandor w as woundod. Two of t ho orow 
i. Miaii\od with liiin in a oratt'i- a.!ul stayed tlioro 
h.i- a ooupio of days. Tla* oth«*r 'Tank ton* 
I hi-ou^h tho ont a,n^l(*iuonts and wcait al<»n*? tin* 
linrdors (»f tli(' tronohos, orusliiim or sho«>tino 
down all who oaino in its way. Our troops, with 
;lio a.id of tho 'Tanks, w(*n‘ soon (‘usoonood in 
t In* sfuit horn outskirts ot tho Ahhoy, w hon* they 
irmaiTiod, thouch dr(‘noh(‘d ft) tin* skin. 'Tfiox 
wort* now viokuitly atta.okod fi-oin t!io dirr<-li«»n 
ni' \\'a.rh‘Uooiu‘t. d'hroutjhout thr iii^ht tin* 
^tiu^^Ic! wont on. and 1)\' tin* morning of 
()t toh(*r 2 till* A])h('!y was finally oha-rod out. 

Whik* tla 'S(‘ (*v<'nts wt'i’f I trocoodin^. <'a\alr\' 
patrols prossod on towai'ds l‘\s and W'arlon- 
rourt. d'hov ronorlod otj fh(*ir rc'furn that thov 


had roHclioil fri'sh fit'kis, ^roon tn os, a.nd 
untourlii'd \ iMaiios ’ lu'hind tho onomy's linos. 
I hoy laid nddon (i\t>r somo onipt y t ronoh<‘s ami 
had tt'unil open ooimtry hotwo(‘n tho (’0111*1*0- 
k‘tt * \\ .u lonooin t road and Pys. “ It i*- a. \ (‘rv 
ohoonnjj: iliinLl. saiil an ofhoi'r, “'to Iind t ha.t 
\ on ha.v<- lioi pji>.t lhoor'’al iH‘t w ork of t n*iu*hos. 
I'Aon tin* hoi*-o.- want t») lto on w hon ( ho\ fool 
lhait onof iiioro tlu*\ ha\t‘ (ii-m Lrround undor- 
too{ 

On Mondax . ()i“tnhor 2, iTo «*noin\ oountt*!*- 
aM.iokoil with i.u*oal \ ioloia o and suooot'dod 
III roc'nxrrmo I'lauoonrt TAhha' o. Wo. in our 
tui*n. nnpro\o»! our |)osilions noi*( h and oast^ 
ot ( 'i»ur»*ok‘t I o and s<»ul!i w-si of (hnaido- 
o*)urt. I ho kronoh. in tho ni‘:hl of ()olol)(‘r 
1 2. had o irrit'd a lror»o!i t'a^^t of |h)U(*ha\ o 'iios 
and takon somo prFsj)nors. Ouririt; ()otohor 2, 
t li'*y ma.d(‘ tiirthor proff'o^^s in I Ins dirooticai. 
anti south ol tho Sommo j*opul,-t‘d a ( k*rma?i 
atlaoic hotwi‘(*n \ (*rnia.ntlo\ illofN and (‘Iruilnt'S. 
In tilt' nif^lit. of Oolohoi* 2 d. thoii* harra-yos 
and maohiiio-!j:un firt* th*o\’o haok ( a'rman 
ookmms att(‘mptino to dohouoh fi*tan tho 
Wood ol St. kiorrt* X’aasf. 

On flu* Sutalax’ and Mondax I 'ro-idtaif/ 
IN)inoa.ro afid tho k'rt'iioh Minist or of War. 



A WASH IN A SOMME SWAMP. 
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C^oiioral Roques, visited tlio Allied battle- 
front. On this oeeasion the J*resid<*nt deeo- 
rated Sir IFubert (iouf^h witli the insignia of 
(h‘and Onieer of tluJ Legion of Honour. 

Rain had now Imm n falling for two ilays, and 
the' o|)e'rations wen; almost broughty to a stand- 
still. h'ighting for Haueourt I’Abbaye', how- 
ever, cent inu‘*d, end by t h(' ew (‘iiing of Oeto])er 
if finally pa'^secl into our hands. 'I'lu' same* 
<hiy the Kn'iu’h drew nean^r to Sailly -Saillise'l, 
( jipturing iin important tn'iieli north of Ran- 
<‘ourt . and took 120 prisone rs, including thnu; 
olliejers. 

On \\'ednesd:i.v, Oetob(‘r 1, in licaivy rain, 
the' <Je*rmans »0ti‘m[)t.ed a be)nibing attack 
be'twee'fi Miiuee)urt TAbbaye' e-nd (jueude*ee)urt. 
It. was e haven e>it, the enemy abandoning his 
woiinele*(l. The* Krenerli <'0!nplete.Hl the eH[)ture 
of the powe*rful line's e)f (.h'rman t rem he^s 
bed.we'en Morval and tie* V\ ood of St. Rie'rre' 
Viiast-. They eapf. ureal 200 prisoners, ine'luel- 
ing 10 e>nieaTs. At 8 a.m. three ee)nip>ini(\s 
had bombed the* eaie'iny e)ut e)f the; Jhainswiek 
Tieaie'h, and one; <;omt>any had rushed over the 
<le)ubl('i line; eif tre*nehes we;st e)f the' Me)rval- 
J'regieourt. track. Nine 88 mm. guns hn.d thus 


bee'll sf'cured. Tlie way to the northern i 
e)f the* St. rierre Vaast wcDods, wliich covi 
nearly tuo miles of ce)untr> , and acteal 
eemtre* fn.'in which Herman attacks radi;n i 
A\as now open, and the western face of , 
we>ods could Iv' assaulted fre>m Ranc. i, 
South of the Somme the He'rmans vioicrci 
be)mbnrfl('d the Lre'nch \va>rks in tlie; reo; 
e)f HeIloy-e'n-Sanb‘rrt', and the're was < ..,i 
in^nading ne'iir Assev iliers. '[’he* le'Nt dnv t . 
e'ue'my s artillery was particularly aertive; 
e>f the Sejinme', cliie'fly in the 1 hirle*ux -ik p. x . 
1 )e*ni('<'ourt sector and about Oiiosne)^ , wli'. i, 
hiy north-west of Roye. The Krvneh, it\ ih*- 
e'ourse; of the day, repulsed m cf)unt e'r-at t arlv nri 
the treneOies eapture'd nort h e)f Ti egieom , ^ 
a.nd W(‘ repulsed two enemy nttiu'ks in tf.n 
Thiepval area. .Xortli of the Seliwaben Ledouht 
our guns caught bodies of Oernians on the 
move imhI intlif'ted heavy losses on tliein. Tli** 
ra.in had imw ceas('d, but tlie ground so 

soft and muddy that operations on a largo 
scale were impossihk*. 

Kf’iday, Oetolx'r 0, the day befon* another 
f<>r\\ard move on the part of the* Allies, ])as<ed 
in eomparativt; (piietude, but we eaptured lh«* 
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mill 1 a- anrl Kaiiconrl I’Althayo. 

niirin^ tlu' previous niglU. wt' had >ulvu.iu*('d 
norlh-t'ast of (ho Ablioy. Kast of Loos, \a lion' 
throe raids won* oa.rri(*d out, and oa.s( of Arnr*!!- 
fii'n-s, tho 1 British discharacvl £ 7 ,as. 'This <lia 
bolioal inv(*n(ion of (In* otk'uw had n“w*f('d on 
Inrn. If, oiiablod (ho Allies >\i(h li((lo (*fTort 
tn kf'op the (if*rma.n-i on (he a!or( at almost. 
Jifiy ])oint, of (heir lon^ liia* of battle and -^o 
to disturb tlu'ir oa,l(‘iila.( ions. Xo(. ha.\ in^ (lit 
‘'ouiuiand ol tla- air, (hoy <<>u!d iiext-r lx- 

• '•rtaiii (hat a <j:as disehar^t' would not. bo 
lol!(^\vf*f| by ail attack of iTifa-nlry which ha.d 

secretly conc(*ji( rat o (1 liohind ( ho cylinders. 
'Hie rh'onch oj; t he tit h ad\ancod ^liohtly 
oa'.t of f’.ouchax't'si'ov;. Othorwist* (htn- was 
htt!(* lo r(*port from tho Soniino front. !♦ 
(ho lull l>efor<* a,no(h('r di-trinnia d advance 
h\' tla* Allies. 

fhirin^ (his period our aoropla-nt's patrollotl 

• ir Ixdiind th(^ (ha'inan lines, fouj^ht aerial 
"'•<*ls, s\vof)pod down t>n (rains and attacketl 
' '' rtnaii tlopots and troops TIk* follow in^r 
acifjeuts f'xtractod from reports of the Hoyal 
' l''in<^ Corps are ilhiininat intr : 

•tetohor 1 .-- Oa tho of St>p1“inh.*r 30 oiio of 

" patrols enoonntcrefl many ho-itilf in.-irhiiios. A 
’Oii’itioTi of soven Hola.rifl« near JhifKinino wa.s ili>- 
two of them boin;; flrivoa down out, of cmi^ro!. 

^ In Oot.obor 1 Captain “ A ’* «lrove down t \v<i fjafrollini; 
^ar-hines out of control near lloininocfiiirt . ilc uftcr- 

• e-ijs? waited and attackod three bo.stilo inachinos 


\\hi<-li enrne up from u n.'IchlM.iinup ur i . .. I r. .to.- . Mo 
lorc(‘«l OIK* (o i'luii liud di.'»p<*r-.ci I flu* ri‘UKiiii<li'r. 

hit‘iil«*iuni1 “ |i ” Kiitl l.iciilruKU* when tulNiii;' 

plioUvrijplK. w.n* atta.kr.l hy -••\«*n Moljunb. Tho 
WHS driven oil vvitli tin* h. -'- i *-1 Hnei* •)! two ot oiir 
piitnJIiiiLj iiukIiimc.s, win, |(iiii(.d f I,,* ()in* •»! I lie 

IbilatuL tell in .-i no-i' iii\«* iind wa- ■'•••■n to pliiiu'c to 
cjiii li. 

Oelohcr 10 .- bicnicu.iiil “|)"iiiid laeiilctuiiil ‘ li ’* 
Imd "iv cneoimlrrs hclurtai 7 .m.im. nut S. I.“i ji m wliilo 
jui artdlery patrol. In an <‘iK*omitt‘r with tliicc l..\ .(J.’h 
one Cennan nuuliine ilivcd mI 

lui\in;.c Im*i*ii cn;jaLi:t*d nf I’tl \ ran, e. Ttn* 11*10.111011;^ 

om.ehnK‘S dcrliofd (‘tvMih»il. 

Sceood Licoli-oant “ l*\” io flu* ••norsi* nf ii,n I’ocDonter 
with *-<*v**ra> ho-UiIi* oiaeliiof*-, had clI the <oolr<il'; «*l his 
OKH-hinc, with the e\i*-plioo nl the rodilei', '^hnt iiahv. 
Mj oiaehine loroed a -oioersjinll nod wa.'. wn-ehed ; tho 
pilot w ]^s nidinrt . 

A hi;;lily .--.ik l e -fol tiooihiiiL' roid wn- ejirried not. 

ii;j’.'*io-t rnilwav trnio-. iirol -taliori iit (’aoihrai, 

jiod Hap. none at alxiot. I) p.oi. mo the ni;'ht of tho 

|(Hh iii-l, \ tiaoi eot erio;.'^ ( '.'toihrai \\ a^ M,lt;»,ekf*d and 

wiafki'd, a luMoh oh-i-ivi-d to hit 1 li»‘ fir-t. earna;j’o 

hehiod llie eo;.ooe. 'The '-ei-iHid hood) hit the tutloO 
hnildin^/s, uhereopno all the s were ext in^oii.-hed. 

S4*<*Mod I ,ii*n t (“iiiuif “Cj ” fir<*«| iidroro «•! aoiioooM inn 
from l.ietl feel at a c-losad foorioLr »Mr. 'I’ho <ar 

llomediately stopped and thn-rj people ;^a»L ooL of »L 
and ran away. 

On Silt urdiiy, October 7, it Wiis (h‘oi(h‘<] (Imt 
Sir Ib-nry Kiivvlinsuu's Army sbonld inov'c still 
fiirtlicr forw'iird bct.wccn Ocstrcmoiit Kiirrn nnd 
[..osbocufs, and tluit Ociicriil I^'iiyolKi’s h*ft vvini^ 
sliould iulvaiir‘c from Morviil 11ironp;li liiincourh 
to Houchavt'snes on Sailly-Saillisid. L<* Sjirs, 
tho last/ considorablf^ villai'e on (be AlljcrI- 
J3apiiunH^ lioad, was to be, stormed, tlic Hritisb 
salif^nt betw'Ofvii r3estrernont Karin ami Lc.sbooiifs 
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ri‘ii( less pronf)iiiic*(‘cJ, \\ th(i ri<l^<*s on 

the* roa«l from Losborufs <o ]^c "IViMisloy, and 
Uie* a|)prf>afdi(\s to Sailly-S{ii]lis<"l 4i.stri<lo fli<‘ 
I Vninni*- Ibipaumo road, won* to ))o ^ainod. 
Siirs W4ts h('ld )>y tho ttli Krsjitz luid tin* 



[Canadian offi' ial f^h'tfos^rafth. 


A BURSTING SHRAPNEL SHELL. 

ground l)(*]iind Paiurt)nrt' TAbbayo ))y tlie Otb 
( Havtu'ian) Divisions. nnocrtaiii di<l tho 

(M'rman (*ominand(*rs c*onsidt*r tho outcoino of 
anotbor stni^glo with tho viotorious Dritisli 
tiait tlioso twt> Divisions woro doployt'd on at 
fn>nt of la'ss thain IhOOO ya\r<ls. d'ho sucoossioii 
of blows dolivorod by tho Allit's sinco duly 1 
liixl fon*od tho onc'iny to rosort to inavssod 
alt'fi'iioo ais woll ais maissr‘d attack. 

'riu* olYonsivt* laid l>ooii tixod for ai littlo l)eforo 
2 pan. Though tho ratiii laid ooaisod au<l tho 
wi'iithor waas otaupairait ivoly fino, tlu* ground in 
[)laoos rosoiublod at iiioraiss aind ihi* orators were 


mostly filled to tho brim with water. Dun 
th<* night tho (lormains haal (hdiverod an i 
suooe.ssfiil bombing attai/*k north-eaist ()f i:,, 
oourt I'Abbaiya*. Tlio Ih’itish advamoe w 
pn*o<*dt‘d by tlio oustomary violent bomb<ii i 
ment which c*huriu‘d u]) t la* ruins of la* s.. 
ami kmjokt*d tlu* Ihitte <lo \\’arl<*noourt Ix'hi’ ! 
it into ii shaij)i*la‘ss mass. W’hon tla* guns hit, ,, 
tho Uamadians from t la* ( ’ouroolotto- Dost immik it,! 
Fairm lino aigaiin attaioked tlio [)oints in n,, 
Koginai ln*noh not yet h(*kl by os and tl., 
<piaidrilaterail fairim'd ]>>' tin* junction of iIk 
B elow ami (Jallwitz double lim* of tn in In 
lM‘tw<*en J*ys aiiid Le Sars. Tla* xillagc* of i.,. 
Sairs its(*lf wais assaullt'd on two sides, Iimih 
D<‘ stremont Fai‘m aim! from l^aiuoomt l'Abb;i\(^ 
wbi<‘li with its mill house haul f<n'm(‘rl\' h<‘on 
strong tierman position. L<‘ Sairs consisted nt 
a strt*<‘t of \\ r<*c‘k<*d house's, crossed mid\\a\ In 
lla^ sunke'u reaul conm*cting it with h^aueoiiit 
rAbbayt'. .V rt'doubt, the* d’anglo wailled .uid 
cementa*d bhx'kod tin* apjiroach to Li* Sar^ tai 
the* <‘asl ; l,20fi yards north w'<*st of the* \ illji^e 
w <*r<* a. strongly fortitie'd cpiai'ry aind cluilk pit. 

d’ho ground b(*tw(‘(‘n Lt* Sars and the* Abl)e\ 
dipp(‘d into a hollow or gully running norlliwaid 
almost u[> to the Butte do \\’ail(‘ncourt . d’lii^ 
gully W'as swept by machim*guns from tin* 
neighbourhood of tla> tumulus. In crafci' 
b(*for(* and on tla* flanks of the \ illage wee 
(lerman snip<*rs» who la'ld their ground de-pii< 
the fact tliat some of tlu'in wc're up to tlnii- 
arm])its in wait(*r. 'ria* whoh* ari'ai swarmed 
with liostih'! machim'-gunnors. lifli'inen .aid 
bombers. But to the t roo[>s who had .‘storm'd 
the d'hi(*pval-Mor\*al ridgi* the olistaich's in ilie 
low-lying ground b(*fore Jhipiiuna* a.pp<‘iued 
almost insignificant. .\t two in t ho aft ei noon 
tlu* J^ritisli infantry went o\ I'r the. parjipot- 
amd, undet(*rred by bullets, bombs, shells, and 
the huge ]>roject ihis lobb(*d at them by /////" " 
wcrfci\ ad\ aineed up the Alb«*rt - Bapauiiu' ro.nl 
amd to the left and right of it on the village and 
the strong points in its vicinity. At the in -t 
rush our men reached the sunken roaul, ai 1 
waviti'd till our guns luid otierated on the hon - ' 
bt'\x>nd it. The ba.rrage agaiin lifted and tla n, 
with grim (h*termination, the British, sup|)ort‘ 1 
by those attaicking from Faueoiirt IWhha • 
amd its mill, burst through the village aiicl •' - 
tlu*mselves in oOO yjirtls or so nearer fhii>iei ‘ 
au*n)ss the highwaiy. “The British,' saio ^ 
captured sergeant of the CJerman 361st lb 
ment, “ fought like tigers.** 

Mi'tmwhile ai desperate struggle had goi^e '* 
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In twcon I-o Sars au<l Kaucourt l'Al)btiyo. 'fho 
iniuhiue-guimers in tlio Tariglo inowcnl (i(»\vn 
,,ur infantry, the survivors of which wcn^ fon‘tMl 
t,» tting themselves face downwards on tla* 
uitiddy soil. Once more t ht‘ Tanks j»rstific<l 
I h(‘ir inventors. One of thf'se Jiuge machiin-s 
Miade its a])j)<*a-rance and splaslictl its way up 
lo the redoubt. In \ ain t ht^ ( lermans (lung 
])ombs at it. From (‘ach flank its guns lirt‘d into 
the 'I’angle, wliich was sjjccdily cairicd. Only in 
ilic hollow leading to tin* Mutt(‘ de W arkaicourt 
w.a-c the Havarians a]>l(‘ to rc'sist the Jh‘i(is]i 
AVdien night fell the ejieiny ( h(*re wcr»‘ 
iiiaintaining a precarious hold on tliis jiarrow 
^alicnt. Tin' quarry and chalk pit nort h w<‘s( 
(i| Sars were gained the next morning and 
counter-attacks of tlie (lermans <hjring the 
night of tlio 7t]i and at o a.m. on tia* Htli on the 
Schwaben lltuloubt above 'Jdiiepval wia-e 
heavily repulsed, ddie troops (‘inployt‘d by 
the enemy were drawn frotji th(* 110th and 
111th Jiegiments. 

'I'hus the operations on tlu* 7tli between the 
Schwalxai Redo\ibt and Le Sars had bev‘n 
brilliantly successful. Fast of (lu‘ Hutte <|e 
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\\ arlcncourt w(' hail {)ushed forwani on be 
llarque and bigny-Thilloy ; to the right of 
( lucudei'ourt we had ])enetrated the eiuany's 
trenclu's to a de])th of 2.000 yards ; and north- 
east ot J^esboeiifs we had gained a footijig on 
the crest of the long spm* which scriH‘ne<i (he 
dclencesof be 'I'ransloy. Nearly 1.000 prisoners 
had been captured m the lighting and the 
enem\'s hisses in killed and wounded had been 
\'er\- hea\\'. b nfort unatel\ rain fell on the 

c\ening of the 7th and prevented us from 
pursuing our onward progress. 

Simult aneiaisl V with the advance of Sir 
IlenrN' Hawlinson's infantry t hi' bi'cnch. a.ftei* 
a dev^astat ing bombardment, moved on Sailly 
Saillisel from the west and south. 'They had 
in tront of them the Karlsbad, d'eplit/, and 
llerlin trenches and tht' well-organiy.ed fringe 
of the lastern laid of th«‘ St, I*ierre Vaast 
Woods. l5e\ond thesi' trenches the enemy 
had cou'-t ru<*t<‘d a very strong fortrt'ss on the 
western edgi* of Sailly -Saillisel Fhateau, aiul 
closi' to the beroniu'- 1 la.paume road was a 
ri'doubt known as ‘‘'The lOulY ' w hi<*h had to 
b«‘ ta.k( n. At 2 p.m, the h'retu’h l(‘ft their 
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troncliOK. A company rccruitccl from the 
J^arisian ciitstricis of tlic Temple and Belle- 
ville, and known as the “ Belleville Boys,” had 
been deputed tf) storm “ 'Fhe Bluff.” "fbey 
eroHKod .'100 yards of destroyed trenches and 
sht^lters and came under macliine-gun fire. 
The moment for assaulting “The Bluff” had 
come. A n<>n coinmission(*d tiOicer described 
what h)lk)W('fl : 

'I'ho ealkul me, sayinj^ : “ Now is th(} 

lime for us to use our wits, 'take your section to turn 
ttie HIiitT. Crawl within 20 yards of tho first trench, and 
us soon a*-' you arc ready to attack I will fall upon the 
Iks-hcs with th<5 rcniaiixicr of tlio company.** So J, 
with -to men, made f»jr the sjmt selected, goin^ forward 
hy six-foot hourtds, ami, thanks to the craters, only 
lositig two c<iinrad(‘s. 'I’hen I gave the agnied signal and 
we leapt into the trench. A fierce fusillade on my 
right- told me tliat tiu? Lioutenarit also was biis-y. J 
wish you could iiave seem my little “ Jielloville Jioys ’* 
ha-yoncting the Hoehes. 'then they riisluul on to help 
tiu'ir comiad<“'-, who were engaged in a hot struggle with 
a Silc'siiui battalion. 'I'hey were fighting like lions 
hk>wirig a path thrmigli the emnny’s ranks with grenades. 
At 10 minutes past 0 Sailly Jiliiff was ours ami tho 
iiml white colours ol iIk' “ Belleville B(»ys** wt're fluttering 
joyfully on the summit 

Klscwhcrc^ th(‘ (Uotnans, taken by surprise, 
offcixul little resistance, and soon after .‘1 p.in. 
th<^ Kreneli had rejiehed all their objeetivos. 
Tliey wen' within a. coupkt of hundred yanls of 
t ht‘ twin \ illag<’s. 


Fearing that Sailly-Saillisel would fx* jn 
once attacked, the (lerrnan commandd^ 
f>acked into automobiles of every de.scriptio?. 
troops hastily withdrawn from other parts oi 
th(‘ir line and sent them post haste to thr 
north of the village. Their presenct^ was nt 
onee reported by observf‘rs in aeroplanes, and 
the Krench hca.vy guns discharged on them n 
hurricane of shells with groat effect. 
niglitfall tho troops of Cileneral Fayolle had 
carra^d their line forwani over 1,800 yards 
north-east of Morval ; they crowned the 
western slopes of the vSailly-Sailliscd ridge, 
aiifl, as Tnentioned, were on the JVtoiiiu*- 
Bapaiiine road within 200 yards of the southern 
eiitranee of Sailly. Fast of the road tlu\ 
w€^ri‘ (‘iiseonc-ed in tin? wc'stern and south 
western fring(?s of the St. Pierre V'aast VN'ood. 
()v(‘r 400 prisoners, ineluding 10 otliecn’s, with 
maehiiK'-guus, liad b(‘(*ii eaptunHi. 

The ne xt day (v^unday, OetoberO) the (ha-man 
ndnforeianents sent- to support the garrison (»| 
Sailly Saillistd wfax* flung against the Fnaieh 
positions in front of Morval. \\'a»ve aftc*r v\'av<‘ 
advanced to the attack, only to be slnittered 
by the rafales from the “ 7^ ” guns. Not 
a single li\ ing Gt'rman readied tla^ French 
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If'ti iuh njficuil fihi 

A (;I:KMAN SNIFEK'S post OGCUFIEl) HV A 1 KENCH MARKSMAN. 


tn*m-hos. Mt'an while tlie jierial s((iin.(hons ol* 
o'lr Allies wer** partieiihirly ac tive. M hc*y 
ho’ubecl the lh)is cles Vau\, due laist of th<‘ 
Hois Si. F^ierrc^ Vaast and the village of Mois- 
lains to the* south of it. 

On the Hritish frord, b(‘.sidc*s the (i^htiiijjj 
round tlie Schwaht'n Kedoiiht alnsidy refeiTi‘d 
to, tliere was hii enpiueineiit north of i!ie 
t ’oure-e)ette-\VarlcMieo\irt road where' gained 
ground, and we also advaneed soutli-w<*s( of 
thieudeeourl . Xorth of the* Are*r(*-Soii,me 
I'attlc'field Irish, Midland, and ^'orksfli^e 
Iroop.s liad during the ni&;lit executed successful 
raids in the Loos, Givc^nchy and I’anciuissart 
(nortli of Neuv^e Cha])elle) areas. Against these 
jwhieveiiic^nts the Germans <*ould only set the 
n'covery on tlio evening of the' Sth (»f a 
small portion cjf tJieir lost trench<*s north 
of fx'sboeufs. 

On Monday, Octolier 0, Iti soin<*\\hat drier 
weatlier, while raids wen^ 1km ng carried out in 
thc‘ r6*gions of Loos and Xeiiville St. Vaast, 
've successfully discharg(*d g;cs at dillcrent 
noints north of the Ancn*, and our ])atrc'ls 
'vere able to enter the c'nem\' t rcaiches and secure 
prisoners. During the night our troops had 
progressed east of Lo Sars in the direction of 
the Hutte de Warleneourt, and in tho course 
of tho afternoon of the VHh we att>vked l,0on 


yards east of 1 he Schwabi'n Jind north of the 
Stuff Krdoubt. Hound “Tin* Mound," a 
n*don))t on the edge of the ridge dc>se( nding 
towards tlu* Anert* \’all(*y, then* were* s<)inn 
ti<M*eo eneniinters, (Miding in our taking 2tHt 
|)ri‘>;oners, iifcluding siv otlleers. In the* l.e 
'Fransloy region our artillery dispersed a ]nu*ly 
of tlie encMuy whieh luul veuturecl into the* 
o|.<MK d lic' Kreiu*li the saime da.^’ repulsod n\\ 
enemy attack start ifjg from »i salient, ol tla* 
St. Hio’Te \ aast \\'(»od to the east of Hanc‘ourt, 
and .shortly aftc*rwards n n*eoruiaissa,ne«‘ ile* 
houeliing from a. '^luall \\*»od to t.la* iiort h-<‘a*«^t. 
of Houelaivc'snes was dispersed by inaehine- 
gun lire. 

At Ihi-' point it wall Ik* \v»* 11 to con'^ider the* 
taeti»*al siluaticai >K*t wt'cn the* Aiiere and the 
Somme crc'ided hy tiic* s(*ric*s of victories gainc'd 
by the Alli<*s sinc(^ duly 1. It wa« w(*ll ex- 
]>laiiH*d in Sir JJ^aiglas H»ng's< dispatch of 
|)<*ccmbcr as folIo\\s : 

With tlu* of lii'> pnsiticins in tho nc*iy[hl>onr- 

hooil of Sailly -SuilliM*! , and hi>.i soant y loot hold on t tio 
iiiirtfiorn of 1 ho fiij/h lirouiol afiovo 'rfiiojivaf tho 

eiioiny had now h« on drivon from tho wholo of tho rid^t^ 
Ivin;^ hotwoon tin* 'I'ortilfo iokI tho Aru*ro. 

J*i>s-o>^i<»n f)f tlio norf fewovtj.rri portion of tho rid^o 
north ol tho Jailor viUa^M* i-arriod wifli it ohsorvatioji 
ovor iJio valley of tJio Anoro J>otwo€*ii Mirriurnont and 
Jfainoj and tho i-pnrM and vailoy.-^’ hold J>y tJio onomy on 
tho riLfht l>anlc of IJk* rivor. 'fho (Jormans, ttiorcdoro, 
hukIo ile‘'(K?rato offtirt.*^ to oling to thoir last remaining 
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In'iirlu'." Ill iiinl in <mjui*.sc of Uio tliroo 

\vrc!v'< IfillowiML; oui mmlo <*ount<*r 

lift licks at heavy cost itt the \uiii hope of rocoverini;; 
the ground they hud Diiriiij.! this period our 

;'iiiiis iu tho iiei^hliourhood ol iStuff and Schwalxui 
lleiioiihfs wero i^railually increased and seeured in nnidi- 
iioss for fiituro operations ; and I was (ptito (*on(id<Mit 
of tho ability of onr troops, not only to repulse the 
oiuMiiy’s attaeks, but to ek'ar him entirely from lu> 
last positions on tho rid^'o \vlieii(!ver it shouM suit luy 
plans to do so. I was, thendore, well (‘oiitent with the 
situation on this tlank. 

4\lonf< tho eontro of our lino from CJuoudeeourt to the 
wi'sf ot I^i? Surs similar considerations applied. As we 
were already well dow'u the forward siop«*s of the ridtfe 
<»n f his. front, it \vas for the tin;e beinc inadvisable to 
ma,ke any serious ad\au<'e. Pending dea elo|aueuts 
ebewhere all that was neeivssa.r.y or in<le<*d desirable was 
to earry on local «»peratious to impro'.e our [losifious and 
t(* keep the enemy fully empIo\<M|. 

On our <*a‘'’terfi Hank, on the oilier h md, it was im- 
port ant to /^aiii ground. Ib»ro the munny still [)oss«‘ssed 
a strouLT system of trendies eovorin;^ tho villaj^es of be 
'rr.msloy and Ihninlenconrt and the town of fbipanmo ; 
hnf, althouLdi ho was (li^;.riii^ with feverish lia-te, he 
had no< y»d. been al>I<i to i’n*a.te any Aory formidable 
del'eiiees helimd this line. Jn this direction, in fa«’t, ws* 
had at last. ri'a< li<Ml a sta;;e at whidi a sneeessful atta<-k 
miL^ht reasonably he expected to jield iiineh ureater 
results than anythin:^ we lunl yet attained. The resist- 
ance t*f the troops opposed to ns had seriously weakened 
in I la* course of onr reirent o])eratioiis, ainl there was no 
re.ison to sn[»pose that the etiort riuphred would not 
he w i‘ hill onr powers. 

This last eoniptetiMl system of defiMii’e, heforo I.e 
Transloy, was Hanke«l to the south by the einnny’s 
po-^itions at Sailly -Saillistd, and s(’!'eened to the west b\' 
the spni’ lyiii}^ between be 'I’ransloy and besboenfs. A 
necessary findiininary, therefore, to an assimlt upon it 
was to seenro the spur and tiu* Snilly-Suillisel lieiehts. 
Posse-- don of tin* hi;;h j^roiiinl at this latter \illa^ie 
wonlil at once ^ive a far better eoinmaiul over tho 
^roinnl to the north and north-west, secure the flank 
of onr operations towards bo 'rransloy, and de[)rive the 
enemy ot observation nvm* tho .Mliiul I'ominnnieHtions 
in file Pomhlos \’al!ey. In view of the enemy’s elTorts 
to const I net innv systems of defeneo behind the be 
'Transloy line, it W’as ilesirahle to lose no time in dealing 
w it h the situation. 

I’lifortniiately, at this jniietim*, very unfavonrahlo 
weather .sot in and eoiitininxl with seareely a break 
dnrin{{ tho romaindor of Oetolier and tho early part of 
November. Poor visibility .seriously intorfon'd with tilt* 
work of <nir artillery, and constant rain turned tho mass 


of hastily <lnt; trenches for wliii h we were, liulitiiu iiitn 
ehaniiels r>f deep mud. 

Tho <*oiintry roads, broken by eonntless shell eralei- 
that cross tho deep stndidi of ^romul we had liilel\ 
won, raf)i<lly boeamo almost impas-able, making the up 
ply of food, stones, and ammunition a se,rions j>rolilejii» 
'Those eoiulitions multiplied tho ditUcnltios of attii.clv 
to sindi an extent that it was found impo.ssiblo to oNplnii 
the situation with the rapidity necessary to enable n In 
reap tho full benetits of the advantages w'O bad gaiic'd. 

None the less, my right tlank eontimii'd to as-ist tlw 
operations o'^ our Allies against Saillisol, and atlaek- 
w<*ro made to this end, whenever a slight improviMnen; 
in tho weather made tho co-operation of artiller.v .iinl 
infantry at all possible. 'The delay in our aflvnnr** 
however, though unavoidable, had given tho (Miomy liriic 
to reorganise and rally his iroo])s. Ills resisfanet* agnin 
heeano' -fnhhorn, and he s<‘'/.(‘d <‘V(“rv favouniMf 
opportunity for ••oimler-al tacks. 'Trendies ehiuigcd 
liaiids with grcMit frinpieney, the conditions of gidnid 
making it. dilliciilt to renew exhausted sn[>plies ot homl s 
and amnimiition, nr to consolidate the ground won. aini 
so rendering it ati »*asier matter to lake a haltered in-ie li 
than to hold it. 

Such, ill .sliort, w(‘rt‘ the cou.'^ich'nif ions which 
ilctcriniiicd the futiin^ Allied inoveniciiN 
between the Aucre aud tht; Somme. It 
remaiii.s to seen how Sir J)ou|glas Iluig s 
plans were event nally carrietl out. 

J^y Tne.sday, OetoluT 10, tlx* advance beyond 
tlie Stuff Kt*don))l had tuudilml ns to [insh out 
lino forward east of that point and to carry it 
castwanl and a little to tlie mirth to about hah 
way htdweeii Le Sars and Warhaiconrt. In 
tho vicinity of (J rand court, west of Lo Sar.'-, 
(iermau infantry in tlu^ oi)(*n were dispersid 
by onr artilltuy on the lOth. Otherwise the 
<lay was uneventful for tlic Hriti.sh. It wa^^ 
\ery difft^rent with the French. South <>1 
tlie Somme btdween Berny-en-Santorre and 
Ohanines on a front of over three miles they ad 
vancod to the attack. Their line ran from Hern> 
southwards to Hill 91 and thence in a westerly 
direction towanls Deiiieeourt. A few hundred 
yard.s east of Denieconrt it swerved to the 
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^outh-wost in front of Soyeoonrt and V(‘rinan(l<i- 
villcTs and then proceeded to a point a fc‘\\ 
hundred yards west of Chaiilnes. Tlie German 
position in the area formed a salient and the 
o])joct of Gen(a‘al Micheler was to expcd tin* 
Germans from it. Th<‘y were strongly vn 
trenched in the liainlot of Hovent, lla* villat^es 
tt\' Ablaincoiirt and Pressoiro and in tin* woods 
round Chaulnes. General von Kotlioii, defend- 
ing the salient, had been strongly r(‘infon*(Ml 
and believed that his Silesian “shock” < r< M )j » 
ut^re capable of resisting any attack. 'I'hc 4 Itli 
Kcserve^ Division and a l)ivisit)n of W’urttMu- 
bt'rgcrs had been sent to his assistanci*, and I lie 
:2‘lrd Saxon Division was h(4d in ^(\ldinc.'^^> 
against iinexpt‘cted cx cnt ualit i<‘s. 

During Monday the French ui*ti!h‘r\- bom- 
barded the selected sector with tlitir usual 
I liorouglm(\ss. Among otluu* targ(‘ls which had 
been in t lu^ last windv struck by the I'hM'iieii guns 
\\ai.s an obser\ation-post in an or<diar<l at 
liovent , six teet, high and const riudi'd of griMi 
blocks of reinforccMl coiicride. It i-es(‘mbled 
the <*onning-tow(‘r of a battleship, and at its 
t«)p th(*r(^ w(‘r(^ two narrow slits, through whiidi 
obs(u*v<‘rs could watch t Ik* Krench liiK's or 


machiiu*-gnns could fire. Fight rooms, .‘10 feet 
tlt*ep, with numerous eone(*aJed exits snr- 
rouiuh*d the tower. So h>ng as t h<* suiiiiiH*r 
lasted this obs(>r\'a.t ion post was hiddi*n by the 
loliagt* ot thi* tr«*i‘s ainl undergrowth. Put in 
OtUober it had become \ isibli* ami a Fri*neh 
artill(‘ry lienti'iiant had notic(*d that the ondiard 
contained soint* sliucfnre unusual in oridmrds. 
He proniptlx’ dii'i'eted tin* “ To" guns to <‘h‘a.r 
away the suriiMinding trees and bushes and tlie 
i!<d\ecl gre\' concrete of tin* tow<*r was ri*\ t*ah*d. 
I he att(‘nti(»n ot tin* big guns was then drawn 
1<» this formidable obstaeli*. Projectile affei* 
proji‘< tile burst on it. Still tin* tower, althoujjh 
bi*coming mme and moic ragge<l, resistecl. 
A sal\o ot gas shells was next dis<harge<|. 
I he gas lu ing ht'axier than air (h'scemh'il 
the sul )l erra ne.in shelters. I*'in.illv a. 
huge shell burst a few sards 1»» the htt 
•'I f he towi'r, opcin d .i. hole in (In* ground 
.dniut 1.) tei't deep, hurh <1 grea.l m is>es of 
coiK'ri'te into the air, which tell and blocki d the 
exits. When Hosent on d’u<*sda\' w as capt iired 
a. French soldier stpiee/.ed his ssas’ down into 
the c‘a.\ ern below the towei* and found .‘{0 
(Germans, including Iw > colonels. King dea.il 
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A GERMAN PRISONER KENDS A HELPING HAND TO A BRITISH 
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with gas-masks on and appiireatly uii- 

woundod. Two of thoin liad l)oou playing 
ohess when the gas eangiit them, and tlie table 
xs as laid for dinner. 

Tile effeet of the Freneh bombardment was 
to sliakt^ lli(‘ iH*rves of tlie (hmians, who on 
Monchiy evening, in anticipation of an offensiv<‘, 
re[)lied with copious banaqcs aiul tear sht‘lls. 
It was not, ho\\(‘\'er, till Tiu'sday that (lie 
attack wcvs really di‘livered. Om^ e*»himn, 
starting from th(» woods outside' Deuiecourt, 
<*)irrieti the liamlet of no\’('nl aft(*r a. sliort aial 
tie'rce^ struggle'. A second e*e)lumn from \’e‘r- 
mande>ville‘rs >i.ss;uilte‘d Ablaineourt. Fi\'e 
time's tlu'y (*arrie'el the* \’illage‘ anel five* time's it 
was re'ce)vere'el by the (‘iie-my, to whose* aiel the* 
2.*h-el SaxejTi Division had be*en rushe'd up in 
me)te)r le)rries. At the* e'lid e>f the* el ly the* 
ue)rth(*rn anel we*ste*rn outskirts e>f Ablaine'eairt 
wwe^ ill the pe)sse'ssie)ii e>f the Fre'iie'ii. Fa.rt her 
te) the soiitll e>ur Allie's prejgre'sse'd te) within 
2<)h ye.rels of I ’ri‘sse>ire*. A thirel ee)lumn freaii 
Liheins de'pleiye'tl iind att.ie'ke'el the* Fha.uhies 
\Ve>e)els, bristling with e'ntangle*me'nt s an«l 
machine-guns anel garriseine'd by a. In*iga«l<* e)f 
\\Hit('ml)e*rgt'rs, whe) weae^ finally e'hased 
away. d'lie pri-eiaea's taki'U in tin* fighting 
ameiunte'd tee o\e*r 1, 700. 

During the* day bisouae's and e*ante)nme*nts 
in the* vicinity of I^eronne*, the* 're'i’gnie'r a.\'iat ie>n 
she*ds, tlie* iM.ilwa\" sfatieais eif St. (^ue'iitin anel 
(Juisea.]‘el anel the* W exxl e)f I ’e »r(|uericourt . hae! 
be'e*n beimbe'fi by Fre'nch aereaiauts anel thf*re 
hael b('(*n I t a.e*rial elue'ls lu'twe'e'u l'^re'iie*h and 
( Itn’mau airmen south e)f the Somme*, anel 4 t 
ne)i'lh ed* it. I^’e)ur ( lerinan mae*iiiiie*s we'n* 
bremght ele)wn miel six e)the*rs injure*d. A train 
running be'twe'e'U Of'fe»y aii<l Ham was a.ttacke*e| 
with maehine'-gun fire*. 'J’lie* Hritisli a.e*roplanes 
ele'st royexl two gun e*mpla.ee*ine*uts and ela.mage*el 
eethe'rs. Tlie'V pe*ne't rat ee I we ll )e*hinel tlie* 
t le'rman line's aiiel bombe*d with goe)d e*lle*e*t 
railway stilt ie)ns, trains anel billets. 'Twe) ed 
our machine's e'ligage'el se*\e'n Imstile* ae*re)j)lane*s, 
e le'st rejye'd e)ne*, e la.m;:ge*el twee, anel elispiise'd 
the* re'st. Feair British machine's were* le)',t. 

The> ne'xt ehiy ( W’e'elne'sday, Oe’te)be*r II) the- 
‘•rie'iny a.tte*mt)tf*el tf) re*take' the (diaulrie". Wexiel 
iWiel was repulse'd afte'r violt'id h.ine 1 -t e* hand 
lighting. 44 ie? struggle* still we*nt e)!i in .\blain- 
eourt anel be*gan re)unel the* sugar ic/iiieTy of 
Be*nermont, (‘ast e>f Beeve'iit. Xorth e>f the* 
l^onime, in the^ ew'nihg aial tlireaighout t be- 
night, lieiinbing eneemnte'rs texdv plae*i* ale»n<g 
the Morval-Bouchave'sne's front, e'spe*cially ejn 


the' e*e|ge^ of the' St. Pie'rre> Vaast \\’e)oe|. Tlio 
(Jeriiain tiSt h Infantry Regime'iit an* I Ttith 
Ke'.'it'rve* Infantry Be‘gime*nt |)ut up a fie*re'e^ 
re'sistiUie'e'. Xe)rth e)f ( \)ure'e‘le*t t <* the* British 
artille*ry ste)ppe'el an attae-k anel e'lse'W he'i'e* ele'.vlt 
e*tTe-e‘t ive'ly with he)stile' infantry muste*ring in 
t he* bae'kgreaind. 

In ehill wi'athe'r e)u d'hursday afte'rne)em, 
Oeteiber 12, Sir Henr\’ Raw linse>n anel (Je*ne'nel 



^ ! n'm h oflinal . 

ARMY I RiKlMlONb: STA I ION ON J UK 
SOAIMK. 

I'.rive»l!e' laimelie'd :m t)fYe*n.'.i ve* be'twe'cn he* Sars 
anel Be)ueha \ e --ne s aga inst flM-fre)e)p. e>f ( le-neral 
Si -vt \'o»i Armm. (li ne rei! \e>n Boe hn anel 
Oe ne-ral \ofi ( larnie-r. Xo pre)gre*^s was mad»‘ 
m the* \’ie-ini1y ed' the- Ihitte' d<* W'arh'nce mrt , 
but --ejuth ed‘ bisjnx’ 'riiilleeN'. <^'ast etf ( J ue'uele'e'ourt 
a.nel be-.-bru nth, our line- w a - a.ei\ ane-e-el. Be t we-e-ri 
Le-^beee-ulV auel be* 'rransbev the* gain wa - .ibeait 
boon yarels euiel we; appre>ae*be-ei to within 
7nn yjirels e>f the' ce*me*le'ry e)f the; hist -name-il 
village*, 'i he* enemy appeare-el te) have; be-e-n 
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about <o aclv’anre wlun our o boiran, 

for thoro had n a ronsid<‘ra}>lo accuiuulat itui 
of troops in tlioir troudios, as was sliowii in 
som (5 of thr ill iiorlli-ruist of ( J u<MirIt‘r-our1 , 
which wr^n'. found to )jc packrid with tlio druiri 
and dyin^. Two }mndr<‘d prisoners besides 
inmierous inar liinc nuns w(‘re securr'rl. During 
the ni^ht a (Jcniian attac-k north of the Stuff 
J<r‘douljt wcus rcpuls(*d. .Mr*anwliilo tho Frrmcii 
s(;orr*ti somo Miia-H successes west of Sa,illy- 
Saillis<‘1, and Sir Jlufjrat rJoug]i puslicd forw irrl 



t 

GKNRRAL VON RORHN. 

A (icrman (^uiiiniandcr on the Somme, 
rounrt t-lie Sr*hw a.b('n Hr'doubt , cajiturin^ 
pi’isoners, belonging to the (Jr’i’iiian llOth 
l<('gim(*nt. 

Aparf. from a skirmisli north of the Stuff 
K<'rloubt» little tluitwas noteworthy occurn rl on 
till' Hritish front during Friday, Oirtoher l‘h but 
the»<! was considi'rabh' ai'tivity in thi' Aha val, 

I >ouchavr'snr's, Ablaincourti and (dia nine's 
sectors. A Cernian attack with JhttnnK’n- 
ircrfrr rr'sulted in the- eapturr' of sona' [larts of 
t renchi's at the' out'^kirts of (la' St. riern* \’aa^t 
Wood. 

On Saturday, Or'tohcr 11, Sir Ifuhort 
(iough's troops aiUaiicerl their line well 
tot hr' north and wr'st of tlu* Schwaheii Ih'douht 
a.nd I'li'ared tw'o (Jernuin coinimuiii-ation 
tn'uchi'S nra'th of the Stuff Hedouht for a 
riistanre of nearly 20d yards, capturing two 
othcers and IU>3 ])rivates. The French honi- 
ha.rdcd the Sailly-Saillisi*! position and soutli of 
(ht> Somme again joined Viat tie w ith the enemy. 

On 0(*tol)r'r 1 1 our Ally, who liad pn^gresseii 
<ai till' Malassisc Ridge between Roiiehavesnes 
and Moislains, boat hack after desperate 


tight iiig masses of Gerniaris counter-attacking 
in Ahlaincourt. At tlio close of the day th<^ 
Freneli line ran through the ruins of the villagr . 
Tietween Ablainconrt and Rarleiix, which lies 
in a hollow', our Allies had dug deep into the 
( ierman lines, d'he sugar refinery on fli,. 
Ahlaineourt-CJenermont road had been pulver- 
ized Viy lo-inch and IG-incIi howitzers and it 
w ii.s earried w ith little loss, and from Bo\cni 
the French entered fteneniiont, wliieh fell after 
an lioiir's figliting, 1^50 (aTinans of thi' l^otli 
Frussian Regiment being ea.pt iired. Wlien 1 ho 
sun s<‘t. the Freneh wcri' only a. f<‘W' liundn'd 
\ ards from tla^ \'illa.ges of bTesiies and Ma/.aii 
eonrt. FarthiT to the north, starting from tin- 
nernv-Barleiix road, the Colonial Divi-ion, 
<‘ommanfl(‘d by the heroit^ Ceneral Mai*c]i:j.nd 
who with Kitchener laid pri'Vi'nti'd b^*a.n(‘(‘ and 
(b'l'at Rritain from pla-ving into thi' (Icrma.M 
iiaiuls over (Ik' Fa,sboda affair, bn>ngbf flic 
Fit'iii'h litK' nearer to tlu' heights of X’illers- 
(’arbonni*!, the ba.tteri(*s on which (*ov(*red tin* 
Barleux-Chaiilnes road. A Silesian detaelimiMit. 
in a mined work liarred tlie way. B- was snl» 
mergi'd by the wa.v(‘'< of tie' (\)Ionial infanirv. 



GENERA!- VON GAKNIEK. 

A German Commander on the Somme. 

Tn plaee.s five lines of trenches lavl to he eai ried. 
They were erammed with German eorp.'''S. 
among which surviving* bombers, riflemen and 
I ntvhine -gunners, rendered des])era.te by the 
fact that they were figliting with their backs 
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to tho inar.shy Sounne, fouglii with gmut 
ooiirago. After a terrii^le striigiile, reiniiiisceiit 
of the scenes in Charleroi when the Colonial 
troops liad at the opening of the war cros-ed 
])ayonets witli the 1‘russian ( hiardsnu^n, tln' 
position was tak<'n and 1Ju‘ Kr(‘neh front 
extended in depth from six to (‘ight hnndn'd 
\'ards. Tt no\v ov(*rlaj)ped l>ji.i’l«nix. and turned 
til ^ lieights of \'ilh‘rs-( Whonnel. 

I nwoiinded th’irman prisoiiei's to the unmix'r 
of 1,100, including 10 otliiers, hud been taken 
ill the 13elIoy-Ahlaineourt s(H*tor. The eounler- 
at tacks of the eiuany in tla* exening wiae 
all beaten off. The French aia-ojilanes sjilen- 
didly cooj)i‘rated in tlu^ lighting. '1 he eloutls 
xvero Init (iOO f(‘ct from the grnuml, and thex 
hid fioxx'ii close to the laiemy's barrages. 
Ono juachiiu' ret m ncd riddled x^ ith o\ (‘r 200 
bullets. North of t h“ Somna* two jiilots 
Jiad attacked t h“ (‘many in his tn'nchc's xvith 
maeliine-guns. 

Th<^ Jioxt day (Suiahix-, O(‘tober la), while tla^ 
Colonials r(‘]ails(‘d a. (h'rmaii attack at tlu^ 
St. Floi Wood, south-('ast of Jh‘lloy, an<l the 
Ih’itish in the morning adxaiuM'd slightly nortli- 
('ast of Gueudeeourt , the attack on Sailly- 
Sa.illisel xva-s d<‘lix'ert‘(l. ^^^r forty hours the 
villages ami th(‘ir outxvoi‘ks had Ix'on sx’stema- 
tit‘ally ])ound(xl. The eeimaitcHl treuehes 
<*ast of th(' 'Tripot xvork laid Ix'cii ohliteratcxl ; 
the redoubt on tJie Alorxal mad laid )x‘eii 
wrec'ked and its deftaidejs buried in the ruins. 
Afterwards th{» French ('ounted, in a. x’ast under- 
ground chamber there, tia* eorj)S(»s of 200 
asphyxiated' Cermans, On tlx' exi'iiing of 
Sunday the bonibardment eea-sed and Saillx 
x\ as a.ssanllt‘d. 

• ddiis villagt* is traxei'sed bx" the JVroime- 
Jla.|.)aiime liighx\a>% on tiio xxest side of xvliicli 
lie tla‘ ehat(‘an, a elaip<‘I, aial half of fla* 
X’illage. ddie road from Morval crosses tla* 
bighxvay just south of the <‘hat(‘an. Fast of 
Sailly, through Saillisel, runs a road ])rane]iing 
off from tJie Jiighxxay to tla^ xilhigi* of Koe- 
quigiiy, due east of ].(‘ I’ransloy. One* Friwli 
column, starting from north-iaist of Kancourt 
U|) the highway, attaekcfl the chat can from tlie 
south. A sc^eond column entered the park of 
the chateau from the norf Ix-xvest and stormed 
tlie ruined chapel, xvliieh xvas stubbornly 
defended Ixy a maeliine-gnn seidion. A third 
column, after jxassing two lines of tr(*ii<*hes, 
descendiHl on tla* village from the north and 
isolated it from th(^ garrison of ho Transloy. 
hpng and terrible xvas th(‘ fighting for the 


chapel and ehatean. 'Tlu' (3i*rmans disputed 
exery inch of the ground, ))nt xvi^-e finally 
drix'iui ht*ltt‘r-skelf er through the underground 
|)assag<‘s eonneeting tlxxse hnih lings xvith the 
houses along the Peronm'- llapaunx' highxxax’. 



GHNEHAL MARCHANU. 

In command of the (kdonial Division of the 
French Army of the West. 

Aff<*r the. eliapel and ehateaii )ia.d fallen the 
<*onfest c-ontiniHMl in tla^ xvestern half of tlio 
xdlliige, xvliieh ran for SfiO yards north aiifl 
soutli. In the meantiim^ tlr^ D/ilish ha<l 
finring the night, repulsed with he ixy Joss a 
strong Jlnunnrturprfcr attack at the Sehw.iheii 
Jtedoulit delivered after heax\y artillery jxrf^- 
]iaration, and a small lajslih' homhing attack 
mirth of (Joureidet t<‘. 
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il- ri'iH U offt. la! pt otn^^raf'i;. 

HRinSli (;UNNHRS, WKARINC; (^AS MASKS, LOADINCi A FIELD (UJN. 


On Monday, Ocdolx'r 1^5, (In* Fn*n<*li <*on- 
Nolidjitod tlH‘ ()ositi(>!\ ^.linofl hy (honi iti 
Sailly, T*r|)nls«'d a vioU'iil connti'r-at tack ras(. 
of lk*rn>' cn Santorrt*, carried a .small wood 
and caplnn*!! two ^iiiis of 210 nun. and 
oiH' of 77 mm. liotwoiai ( kiK’rinoiil ainl AOlain- 
conrt . 

Diirimj; (lir n<‘xt day (Octolicr 17) tlu; 
F'rcncli, wlios<' aaroplanas fought (ia <lu(*ls, in 
I 111* course of wliii'li (h*i*maii macliiin*s 

vcn* put out of action, li(*a\’ily rcpul.sod 
countiT-attacks i*ast of lh*riiy and Mc'lloy a.:id 
})omha.rd(*d tlu* portion of Sa.illy-Sailli.s(*l still 
in (in* possi*ssiou of tin* (Jormans. In (l.c 
morning the I'ln'uiy forced his way into tln^ 
ruins ])t*twct*n tin* cln*.;j)t*l and tho central cro.ss- 
roa-ds. lie \\a.s promptly expelled, and to- 
wards suns(‘t thr(*(* moi\* count (*r-at lacks fn m 
the north ainl east were* re[)ul.s<* I. In thick 
and murky w(*at her on Oetoher IS tin* eh*aring 
out of (In* (Jermans from tin* n*sl of Sailly was 
un(h*r(aken. An enormous concentration of 
guns had lieen ordenvl hy (Jt*neral Kayolk*. 
“ It set*nu*d ineredihle," .said The T'nncs eorre- 
spon<U*nt, “that (ln*n* could be so many guns 
and so much ammunition in tin; world, ainl still 
more imj)o.s.sil)le to believe that any .sort t)f 


def(‘ne(; could po.ssibly stand up a.ga.inst tin* 
hurricain* of sh(‘ll for mon* than a few minut(*s.“ 
The (German artilU*ry was (*om[)li‘tely oul- 
<-las.sed. Faintly, through tlu; mist, about 
11.45 a..m., r(*d balls of fiery light announced 
to the (l(‘rma.n gunners that tlu* Fr(*neh infa.ntr\ 
was l<*aving its tn*nclu*s and diiji-outs. 'The 
garrison, eom|.)osed of mixt*d i*k*nu*nts of tlie 
1st Bavarians, tire Kith JJixision, and tin* 
2nd Bavarians, received but little assist anc(» in 
(In* natun* of barrages. By noon tin; a-ction 
was o\'t*r, a.nd the eiu*my, leaving behind Jiim 
ma.sses t)f d(*ad and woujid(*d, ha-d b(*(*n ej(*ct<*o 
from the whole of Sailly, and from (he i'idge>' 
north-W(*.st and north-east of tlu; xillagt*. 
Again and again, aecompa?ii(*<l by waves of 
asphyxiating gas and tlu* fire-spout ing/Zu //<///< //- 
W"rfrt\ the frantic ( J(‘rmans were hurled at 
tln*ir relentl(*ss foe. Xo fever than 2t» 
attacks in mass formation w(*re d(*li vered 
aiifl re|)uls(‘d. A(*ross a fiercely ilispiited 
outhuilding (h'rnnui <*orpses formed a ram- 
part tbaee feet. high. 

'Fhe complt*tioii of (he coiicpie.st of SaillN 
was not the finly nu*nu)rablt* e\’ent of Oc(olu*r K>- 
South of the Somme the French, under Generals 
Lacapi'lle and Fiignac, rushed the wliole of ihe 
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(aTiiiaii front-line trenelies between La Maisoii- 
lu-tte and Biaches, defended by troops of tht‘ 
11 th Reserve Division. Five ottietTs, 245 
privates, and s(*veral inaeliiiu»-^iuis won' 
(.iptiired, and (lerinan battiaios aeross 

tlie Somme, near Doinj^t and Bussu, were 
sileiieed. A (ierinan advarioo at 5 a.in. against 
a Fn'neli troneh e*ist ot Bv*i*uy-<'ii-8ii.nteri*e 
had also failed to aejiii've its obji'ct. Some 
enemy ])arties entered the bVi'iieh lines and 
were promptly bayonet (*d. The wavi's of men 
following on Ixdiind them ea,n^ht in 

barrages, and fell baek in disorder, h'axing 
numbers of tlu*ir eomrades dead on tlie 
ground. 

'the same day a.t. I> a.m. Sir Henry Bawlinson 
had push<‘d forward on th<‘ Ihitte de Warlen- 
eoiu't, t.('/ t.lu3 iKjrth-east c»f (hieudeeoui^ a.nd 
beyond ]jesbof'ufs. Aided oy a 'Taidv th(‘ 
r.ritish si'eun'vl a further stetion of the ( Jrid 
and < Jrid Support trendies. Some 150 prisoners 
w'('re e.ajilured. A eounter-at taek in tla- Butte 
di* \\'a.rl(‘neourt n'gifai was r(‘pub('<l. 

On ddiursday, ()<‘tober 10, the hVt'iieh 
atta<*k(Ml and ea])t lin'd tlu' village of Sa.illisi'l, 
whieli straggled 1,100 \ a,rds on (‘ithei sidi* of 
t lie SaillN'-Moislaiii'-! road. Tin* «.*a.stern lial! of t he 
\ illage wa.s seeun'd aftta* half a,n liour tight mg, 
and a struggle t hen lu'ga-n tor a. ridge 100 feet 
high flanking Hie villagi* b(‘twfen thir Peronne- 
Bapaume road and the' road to Boetjiiignx*. 
By the eiid of th<‘ daa t in* I'^reneh line t efore the 



St. I'u'rre Vaasf ^^'oo<l fornu'd a seini-eindo 
from Sailly to between Haneourt and Boiieha- 
vesnes. Fast of the wood tlio Oermans still 
held the \’aux Wood, behind wliieh ran tlie 
'I'ortille. But the enemy's batterie.s on tho 
ridgt's nortli-wc'st and iiorlh-t'ast of Sailly- 
Saillisel wdiieli liad raked our troops advaiu'ing 
from Lesboi'ufs on L(‘ Transloy had bt*en tlis- 
Uulged. and his battei'ies on the liigh ground 
towards L(‘ Mesnil wt'n' undt'i* t ht' direet tin* of 
the French guns. But for tin' abominable 
wi'ather it is probable that. Bapaima' would 
lia.ve been spi'tnlily capt uretl by tin* Allit's in 
19l(*>. rnfort-unately, in tlu' w onls of Sir 
Douglas Haig, “ the momc'nt for dt'cisivi' action 
was ra.pidl\ passing aw aw while tin* wea.th<'r 
sliowed no si^ns of impros ement . By t his 
time," lu' added, “the ground had ah*ca.dy 
bei'omt' so l)a.d I hat not hing h'ss t lian a proUaiged 
pi'riod of drying wi'a-tlu'r, wlii(‘h at- that- seastin 
of the \i'ar wa^ most unlilo'Iy to occur, would 
suii our purpose.'* 

Bor the moment, indeed, it seemed tliat, 
fortuiH' would favour the Allies. A spc‘11 ot 
fine, hard weather si't in on Frida\ , ()ctobi*r 20. 


^AlILY- RUINS Oh A HOUSE iORTIIIED BY THE GERMANS. 
INSET: REMAINS OF THE cniATEAU. 
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vVIvantuge of Mk' ohiin^ed ooDclitions was 
promptly taken by our airmen. 

Tlie numheT of (M>ml»ats in tJie air on October 
20 (ixeoederl SO. Seven c'liemy niaeliines wr*re 
Seen to crash (town or to fall out of control, and 
tliert^ can ))C no doubt that some whicli wero 
drivc^n down by our nirm<*n were wrecked in 
laiuling. Tlircf^ of our airmen were killed, 
Miree reported missing', and live wounded. 

'riie W7/?7Ainn/^?/6'v record at lea^t tuo inslaiices 
of conspitruous pluck and endurance. Second 
bii iOenant S,'* thou^li mortally wcmnded by 


machines having withdrawn, Caijlain “ D,” the 
leader of our formation, tried to complete bis 
reconnaissance, accomjjaniod by only two 
escorting macliines. He was again attacked, 
and anotlier of our machines retired, with 
engine and propellor damaged. (Captain “ D 
then fought his way homeward, surrounded by 
hostile maehiru's, and landed safely. 

Xor wen^ the Fnmeh aviators inacti\(\ 
Seven (Jerman machines w(‘re brought down. 
Lieutenant Herteaux increasing ])is “bag” to 
ten. During the night 41 boinlis of 120 mm. 



SHELLS FOR THE 15-IN. HOWITZERS. 


gun tire, brouglit liis machine and observer 
safely back to his own aerodrome. Hi* died of 
his wounds next day. l..ieutenaiit “ S,” though 
w'ounded in tlu' head a.t the bi^ginning of a 
combat in which hi* anil Second Lieutenant- 
wen* oppi^sed to six Oerinan machines, 
continued to fight for a considerable time anil 
drove down oix* of the enemy machint's out of 
<*i>ntrol. Six of our ma.chines, while taking 
photographs, were heavily attacked by anti- 
aircraft guns, and, soon after, by twelve 
hostile lighting machines. One of oiir machines 
was brouglit down by the enemy to his lines, 
and anoUier brought to land behind our lines, 
with the pilot severely woundtd. 4'he enemy 


i^jjn nil phohtgtJpil. 

were dropped on the st actions of Xoyon anil 
(’bauny, and Jati r a train between A[)pilly and 
C'baunv' was bomlied. 4 he eiif'my eantonmeiil'^ 
and the l»ivoua.es in the r(*gion of Nesle and 
Ham. and the avdation grounds at Matigny 
and Slez were also hit. 

Saturday, Oe1olH*r 21, was another day of 
battle. On Hie 20th the (Germans laid delivered 
an ineheeiual attack against the Sebwaben 
Redoubt, Another in the early morning of the 
21st was repulsed, fiv'o oflict*rs and 70 private's 
being captured. Shortly after noon, preceded 
by a tremendous bombardment, Sir Hubert 
(lough's Army advanced on a line of some 
.d,000 yards between Schw’abcn Redoubt anti 
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1,0 Sar.’^. Our line towards the Anen' was 
j)ii8Jied forward from :i(>0 to oOO yardp ; 
advanced posts to tlio north and north-east of 
the redoubt were secured and incest of the Stuff 
and Kegina trendies captured. Over 1,000 
prisoners were taken, a figure only sliditly 
< \eeeded liy our easualtit's. 

In the meantime the (Jermans renew( <1 thc'ir 
desperate ert«:>rts to recover Sailly-Saillistd. 


\ iTse. Near Belloy that day (Jeneral Mardinnd, 
who liad been badly wounded at tlie Battle of 
the Champagne I’ouilleuse, was slitrhtly in- 
jured. He refused to relinquish Jiis command. 

Finally, on the 2lsl, the J^ remdi inasti red th«' 
Bois h^.toile north of (^haulnes fnuu its w('st(‘rn 
i'dge to the central (;ross-roads. Th(\v captured 
^oO ]irisoncrs and beait oft an atta-ck of ])a.rt- of 
t h(* ('liauiiies gairison whicli ha<l issued from 



\Official ffhotoiiriph. 

LOADING A HEAVY BRITISH HOWITZER. 


Three regiments of tlu* 2nd BaN'arian J division 
were filing at the ruins after artilk*rv ]jn‘para- 
tions of ’'an ('xtremely violent ehara<*t cr. 
Barrages and machine-mm fin' broke the wav(*s 
of the a^-'saulting infantry. Thricc' they eanie 
forw'ard and thrice were tliey drivin back. 
Sou til of the Somme at 2 p.m. the (Germans 
with Jta?nHfFnwerfer attacked thc‘ jiositions 
recently lost by them betweiai Biaches and La 
.Maigonnette. The struggle wa'-' ]x*culiarly 
bitter in the Blaise Wood, in some trencdies 
north of wdiich the enemy obtained a footing. 
At^ all other points tlic'y met w it h a bloody re- 


tls* \ illnge to support lhc‘ Sn>ons garrisoning 
the wood. 

On Simdav. Or-tober 22, tlie Frendi extended 
their gains west of Sailly-Saillisel, south of tlu* 
Somme, "i’he (Jennans atta-cked tlie h'reneh 
jiositions in tln' wood iiortli of Clianha s. The 
attaek was i*<*pnls('d with Ikmivv Ioss<*s. At 
1 p.m. th(^ f Jermans again advanet^d on the 
French trendies on the scaitlun’ii end of t h(‘ 
wood, hut only to hi! driven hack, leaving 
behind them a litter of dead and woundi'd, and 
losing Tnunerous prisoners; in the previous 
attaek aloni* 1 r»fi hml been cfl£»tured. 
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The ncixt day (October 2.*^) the Clernian^*,- who JJewdrop, Kainbow, Hazy. "Misty, Sleet, Fvohty, 
l»eforo dawn had attempted to raid our trenches Zenith, Orion, Spectrum — and the craters wero 
in the Oommeeoiirt regioti, massed south of full of water. 

Orandeourt, on the Ancre, as if tliey intended The object (if this minor operation was to 

to commemee a count<‘r-attack on I he Regina straighten the Britisli front before Le Traiisloy. 

trencli. This movement was at oTU^e iK^tified '^Fhe (Germans had dug two lines of trenches in 

to our artillery, and the l^ritisli gunners hurled front of the village embracing the cemetery on 

high explosives and shrapnel at the enemy, who the Lcsboeufs road. B(hind them were many 

speedily disp(*rsed. About the same time Sir machine-gun emplaccnnents, giving a wide held 

Henry Kawlinson’s troops, in conjunction with of fire against the British and against any 

the French, pushcMl forward ('ast of Cueudecoiirt French tnjops iiujviug on Transloy down 
and Lesboeufs. The rain had increased during the lYronne-Bapaume road, wiio had to pass 

the night, and numerous (Jerman trenches—- over an average distance of 1,200 yards of No* 



BRITISH TROOPS REPELLING A STRONG COUNTER-ATTACK. 
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[Ofjiiud 

OFFICERS OBSERVING FROM A CAPTURED TRENCH. 


Land. 'I’hc (lighting which (‘tisued \\as of 
a ooiifiiscfi chartu’tor. (Jnt* .strip ot tr<‘TH*li 
changed hands no less tlian fivt' times, and iw 
group of gun i^its, in whieli tin' guns had Ikh^u 
rcphwrcd by machine-guns, was obstinately 
attacked and obstinately defended. 

Details of the tilth Ih’andenburg Kegiment, 
the regitneni which took Douaumont in 
February, lhl(5, and of the 24th Bavarian 
llegiinent, which liad carried Fort Vaux, with 
Hamburgers and Hanoverians, strove' des- 
perately to keep th(' British from approacliing 
nearer to Be Transloy, the most formidable of 
the village fortresses still blocking the road to 
13aDaume. Nevertheless, at iiigntfall, we had 
captured over 1,00<1 yards of trenche'^, while tluj 
French had mode apprecialde [irogn'ss nortli- 
east of Morval in the direction ol Le Transloy. 

Nothing occurred worth recording ou 
October 21 and 25. I’he rain continued to 
pour down, converting low-lying portions of the 
battlefield into a quagmire. But on lhursda> 
the 26th there was a sudden liveliness. The 
British raided enemy trenclies north-east and 
south of Arras, and in the morning, aftc-i- a ])re. 
hminary bombardment, the Gormans attacked 
the Stuff Trench, 'fhoy were driven off with 
considerable loss, leaving 41 prisoners in our 


hands. An attemg.t of the cmemy (o ie(*ov('i* 
the Abbe Wood, south of Bouebavt'snes, was 
unavailing. 

Hea\’y rain juice more f(‘il on hrida'S', 
Oetolx'r 27, ami the operations on both sides 
\s(‘re, apart from the m*ver-ecvising artdlery 
du‘*ls, suspi'iidecl. 

Dii Satiirdiiy, DctolM‘i* 2S, our artillery 
shelled tlie Germans out of some strong points 
north -i‘ast of l/^sboeufs. As the em'my 
<‘mergc'd from his hiding |)la('.<*s he eami* \indei 
a murderous firc' from our infantry. Sev'eral 
im])ortant trc'nf'lic's passisl into our ha'Uds, and 
ab^ut BK) )a*isoners were, eaptured. 

On Sunday, Octol>« r 2‘>, we made a furtb<*r 
forward movement in tht* same ri'gion, and th<* 
Freneh by adxanciTig :U)0 yards north-w^'st of 
Sailly, parallel with the Ba.paume Boad. 
bnmght 1 la ir front into line of our new positions. 
But in the aftirnooTi they .suffered a soiiK*- 
w hat serious reverse to the soutli <>1 the Soininc^. 
'fheir progrt'ss lK*tw<*en Biaches and f-a IVIaison- 
iiette lia.d seriously alarim'd the German eom- 
manders, for our Allies were almost in the out- 
skirts of J^cronne, and threatened l^arleux from 
the north. Aeetjrdingly, at .3 p.m., the 360th 
Beginicnt, compose<l of J3erlin and Branden- 
burg iiicii, whoso advance had been precedGcl 
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PACKMULES GARKYING AMMUNITION TO THE TRENCHES 


l»y ivii iiiinHiially sovoro honibiinliiiont, was 
lininolif'd at tlia farm of J^a Afaisomiott**. 
Otiicr (roops attafkcd on botli sidos of tho farm, 
and tli(> assaulting massos wcro accompanied 
by a liberal supply of JinininKnircrp,-. For a 
time tb(> Froncli, supporb'd by their artillery, 
Iu*ld their own, but during f-he night t-he oneniy 
was once more in (he farm. It was claimed 
by him (hat he captured 412 men and I.'i 
tiiricers. All (‘fforts, howswtr. to drive tli<; 
Kreneh from Hill 07 failed. 'I'he next day the 


I'lencJi as an oDset to llii.s rmersc' carried 
system of trendies north-west of Sailly-Hailliscl 
On Wednesday, Xo\ ember J, the Gormans 
after a vigorous bombar.lment and discharge 
of poisonous gas, attacked Sailly-Saillisel 
Seven battalions drawn from difTenmt di\ision 
were laiinched against the ^•illage on tho nortl 
and cast. Xo fewer I bait .six attempts wen 
tnadc by (ho enemy’s columns to force tlvii 
wny in; but- apart from a small .succos.s Ihi 
(Jerman efforts were abortive In rii,. nn,.,. 




-•'WJtr ..... . .. • ' . 










WATERING HORSES BEHIND THE BATTLE-FRONT 




{Official photograph. 
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lOon the Allies took the offoiisK^e iu this 
togion. North-east of Lesboeiifs the Freneh 
. tvptured two trenches and made 125 ])risouors, 
wliile the Briiisli gained some ground between 
Lesboeufs and J^e dVansloy. Anotlier attack, 
made by the French to the south-east of 
Saillisel, secured them a strongly organi/j'd 
system of trenches on the w(*stern outskirts 
nf the wood of St. Pierre \'a;ist. 

On November 2, in despite of lavivy rain, 
more ground was gained by tla^ tVeneh bid ween 
Li'sboeufs and Sailly-Saillisel ; tin* total 


\ aast Wood. 'Phe attack was shattered by 
curtain and Jiuichine-gun fire. 

On Sunday, Novembi'r 5, according to the 
(Jerman Higher (\>mmand, the lh*itish and 
Frenc li “ began a gigantic blow against tho 
Army front of CJeneral von Pelow." According 
to the same veracious aciMiunt, “ the troops of 
tho various (Jerman tribes, under (JeiuTals 
von Marseliall, von Deimling, and von (Jarniia*, 
tiaaiciously resisting, inflicted on I lie ent*my 
a severe defeat.” 'Pile real fa.cts were as 
follows : 



[1'rench nfftciul 


OERMAN GUNS AND 1 LAME-THROWKRS CAPTURED BY THE FRENCH. 


prisontirs captured on tho 1st anti 2nd amounted 
to 730, including 20 oflietTs, and a dozen 
machine-guns wc;ro also taken. net 

result of the fighting was that the I British were 
^vithin 200 yartls of Lc? Transloy, wliicli was 
also threacened by tlio Frencdi from tlio 
south. 

On Friday, Novinubta* 3, tlu' ciitany counter- 
attacked the British east of ( J ueudect)urt and 
wtTo beaten back, suffering heavy losses and 
losing four machine-guns. Tho (Germans ltdt 
Ijchiml them over 100 dtuttl anti 30 £>risoncrs. 

On November 4 tho Cermans vainly en- 
deavoured to expel the French from the 
trenche.s on tho western edge of St. Pierre 


Iri the morning of the .")th the troops of Sir 
Henry Kawlinson moved towards tho But to 
do Warlencourt aiul seized th(^ heights ea.st of 
l..e Sars n,n<t north-isist of (hieiidecmurt on a 
front of 1,00(1 yards, approaching some 400 
yards nf‘ar(‘r to tho Butti‘. For a slH>rt time 
th(^ Ihitto passed info our power; but during 
the night the (Jlfaauans drove us back. In tho 
J.,esboeufs region wo captured what wa.s 
known as tin? Hazy 'Prench, and reached a 
point almost at the further edge of the minor 
ridge runnitig northwards before! Lo 'Pransloy. 
In tho inearitimf! tho French, from the south of 
Lo Transloy tf) tho soutli of St. Pi^rro Vaast 
Woofl, took tho offensive. Jh^tw’ccn Lesboeufs 
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mid Sailly-S.uJIisol they pro^ressod in the 
direction of J^e Transloy. Tssuin" from Sailly 
they reconquorefi th<? /greater part of Saillisel 
and works to the soiiUi of it ; then attackin^^ on 
throe sides at orieo (In? St. Pierre V’’aast Wood, 
they captured three treuf?lies (tefendirig the 
northern cf>rner of the wood, and the whole of 
the hostile posit if>n on the south-western 



(;hnhral maistrk. 

A French Commander under General Mlcheler. 

outskirts. All through tlie afttn’iioon (Jorman 
reiuforc(?meiits from !\ToisIains striigglod Juird 
to regain the lost ground ; l)ut by 4 p.m. they 
u('n? luMiten, and anotlH?r att(?mpt in tlie 
evening made !)y tluMu was also driv’on back. 
Ov'ta* (iOO prisoners, including 15 otlicers, were 
taken by (lie Prenib. 

On Nov'cmlx'r 7, in an almost iiunvssant 
deluge of ra.in, the Kreneh scored another 
brilliant success, this time' soutli t)f the Somme, 
Prctoiis and Parisians of OeiK'ral ]\Ti<‘ht'ler’s 
Army, .under tli<? command of (lenerals Anthoine 
4ind Maistre, issued at h.45 a.m. from (hnier- 
mont sugar n'linery, from the S<M*p('ntine 
'rrencli soutli-east <)f \"crmando\ illers, and fnaii 
the northern spur of Chauhuvs Wood. "^I'lie 
two lines of concrc‘ted trenches, forming tin* 
outwr>rk of tlie long ({t‘rmai?ia tnnicli whicli ran 
as far south iis 1 fx encourt-le-Orand, were at 
(»nce captured, .all the occupants being either 
killed or taken prisoners. Similarly, the (k'r- 
maus between the south of Pressoiro and 
l^hauliK's ^V^>od rtuHavt'd short shrift. Only 


in Ablaincourt and Pressoirc itself did th- 
Germans put up a good fight. During the prc. 
liminary bombardment they had taken refuge 
in their subterranean chambers, jfnd as soon o 
the attack began tliey came to the surface and 
played their machine guns on the Pronc h 
attacking waves. In the southern portion of 
Ablaincourt a severe struggle took plac(*. 
A stack of houses defended by Bav’arians wero 
thrice takf'ii and retaken. In the chur(*h a 
Bavarian company fought almost to the lu-t 
lufin. The cemetery, 500 yards east of the 
v illage, was also the scene of tierce encounters : 
it W’as carried at the point of the bayonet, 
lietvv'ccn Ablaincourt and Pressoin* a singh' 
French ef)mpany routed a vvhok' Prussinn 
Inittalion. By night foil t he French had seciin d 
Pressoiro and wore on tlie outskirts* of Omie- 
court. They liad cajdured hundreds of 
prisoners and a ]>osit.ion from which their 
guns (?ould command tlie plateau of Villers 
( arboimel, tlu' batteries on which prevented 
the FT'(*n(‘h from taking Barlenx. 

4‘he weather bad now somewhat moderated ; 
it remained dry and cold, with frosty nigfds 
and misty mornings. Final ].)rej?o rat ions were 
pushed on by Sir Douglas Haig for the attack 
whicli ho p»*oposed to dc'liver on the Ancre. 
On No\'emb(»r 9, vvliih' tighting eontinued round 
Saillise! and south of J’ressoire, the Briti'^h 
remained fjui( scent- at least so far as their 
infantry was coneerned. I'lie day was, how- 
ev^c'F, rendered memorable by a great, aerial 
battle, in vvliich a squadron of .‘10 British 
aeroplanes emgaged from .‘»G to 40 Gcnnaii 
maehiri<‘s. "File action took phvc*e bc'twccn 
0 a.m. and 10 a.m. north-east of Ba]iaiimc. 
Near the Villa of ]VIory close to Vaul\-\ ran- 
cf)urt, tlie British, who v\ere t)n a bombing 
expedition, sight c'd the enemy's squadron. 
Some of our maehines were at a higher lev«‘l 
than the enemy. They plunged down to 
join tlioir eomrados in the engageint'iit 
which was fought some 5,000 feet aboN'e the 
grouncl. For twenty minutes ann^ng the 
clouds there was an inextricable tangle of 
darting, swirling machine's. Four of ours were 
lost, six of the fuii'iny were sent to (*artb, and 
the whole enemy formation broke and scattered. 
Our airmen bombed Vatilx-Vraucourt and 
returned homo unmolested. 

On the 10th the b’reneh ea])turcd more 
trenehes north-east of Lesbocufs, and iu 
Sailli'^el repulsed a counter-nttaek. 

'^I'he next day, in the early hours of the 
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lorning, the Canadians attaciced troops of the 
I’riLssian Guard and Sa\on H».'giments holding 
Karmers Road, an easterly oxtonsion of 
iii^gina Trench, on a front of 1,000 yard^? ; 

(.0 prisoner?, including four oOieors ^^('re taken. 
An unpleasant intc'rruption to our line had 
been removed, and we weri' close upon the 
-;trong German position running immediately 
in front of Pys and Warleneourt. On the same 
day the French seized the north-eastern and 
>outh-easteru outskirts of Saiilisok but the 
Germans still maintained themselves in the 
easternmost hous€\s of thc^ village. South of fh(‘ 
SoTume, at 2.o0 p.m. the enemy witli Jlmnmin^ 
irerfer attacked in the neighbourhood of Denio- 
eourt. Tie was beat('n back u ith heavy losses. 

On November 12 there was a lull on th<^ 
British front, but the fight ing went on in Saillisel, 
nliicli finally passed into the poss(‘ssion of our 
Allies, wlio capturt‘d 220 men and s('ven ofticers, 
with eight maehine-gnns. Sonth of the Somme 
the Germans, attacking south-east of Berny. 
succeeded in entering. some advanced trenches 
but were immc'diat el\' dri\"(m out by a eonnter- 
attaek. 

Before the winter sri iji Sir Douglas Tlaig 
determined to strike' a last blow' at llu' almost 
shattered line of the Germans imw ruimiiig 
from the east of Arras to Peronne. Th<' main 
ridge between tlio Selnvabeu Redoubt cud 
Sailly-Saillisel beaug now' in tlie iiands ot the' 
Allies, it W'as possible to attack sueee'.sstully 
from the W'ost and sriulh the* <*iiemy s salient 
on both sides of the Ancre Since the iiie^ffe'ctual 
assault by the British on July 1, Sir Hubert 
(lOUgh’s troops hatl ste’ip by step crept towards 
hamlet of St. Pierre Divion on (lie li*ft and 
the village of Beaucourt -sur-Anere on the right 
bank of the river, 'fliey wer(? well within 
^issaulting distance of the maze of vast- dug-outs, 
caverns and trenches w'hiidi were a.Il (hat w’as 
left of Beaumont Hauu'l ; Beaia-ourt, liigher 
up the Ancre, w'as situated in a hollow'. North 
of Beaumont Hamel tla^ plateau uj) to t ho villago 
of Serro was also strongly organized. Before 
the? western edge of Jteaiimont Framel, dovvii to 
arid across tlie low ground Kiefore (3ur lines, ran 
sueces.sive line.s of trenches. So thick w-ere (ho 
rusty wire entanglements — in plac(‘s tiv'o tiers 
deep, each often 8 feet high and 1)0 to 120 f<*et 
wide — that from a distance, they looked like a 
belt of brown ploughed land. Behind the 
tr€?nches and entanglements the face of the 
slope beyond in the crca,sc of the hills an<l the 



IJEUT.-GRNKRAP SIR K. A. I^'ANSHAVVK, 
K.C.B, 

In command of the Tiftli Army C.*orps. 

banks of tli(» Ancre. was pierci'd cv(‘r*y wlu'n' with 
the (‘iitnmces to th<*- cavmis and dug-outs. 
From the roa-d througli Ih-aiimout Hamel to 
the Ancre n deep fork<*d raviici d(\s<*endi'd to 
the caicmy s trout line trt'nclr, wlicre the 
t'Xtn'init ics (»f the prongs, as it wens of the 
ravdiie <*nded. It was known to us from its 
shape as the “ Y ” ra\'in<‘ and was 1,000 yards 
or so long. At these western points the jrrrmgs 
w'ere .*10 feet- and more in depth, wit h [)re(?ipitous 
sides that- in places ahno.st ov(‘r*hung. Bi*low 
the bottom of gulli<^s in thc‘ ground, caves, 

some of them large enough to hold a battalion 
and a Jialf of had beiai eoustni(;(e<l, aufl a 

tunnel ran back to th<? fourth line trenches. In 
caves and tiinmOs the enemy lay absolutidy 
safe from shell-fire. The ruins of the village of 
BeaiicoLU-t on the right bank of the Ancre were 
not furnished with untlerground works com- 
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L< V/'t ,1 'A- 


BRINGING IN Rll I.HS AND HQUIPMKNT FROM NO-MAN’S LAND. 


|)a.faJ)l(‘ c»f l^('a.uni()iit aiul 

it>; N’iciiiily, but drcp (lu^jj-unts tln'rt* j)ri)\ idtMl 
ion for the* luasst^s ludd in rosorvr. 

F^c{milly forinididilc wero (lu‘, drtVncos of tli<‘ 
ha.mlot- of St. Pic'rn^ Divioii on th(‘ soutli laink 
of tbo rivrr. Starting from four aiul 

shelf entrances* on (hti rivei* It'V’el a grea.i 
ran back .some 300 yards into tla^ hill, 
’rfieii it. branelu'd and from the (aids of tlie 
branches |)a.ssa.^('s an<l st(‘ps l<‘d n]> t<» the 
eommnni(‘a.t ion and otlier tnaielass on tia' 
'rhiepva.1 rid^e west of iJie Seliwalxai Htaloubl. 
'This network of tnnnels’aind ea\ t‘rns, some of 
which w<*r<‘ ns<‘d as hospitals, forim'(l perhaps 
the la.rg(’st collection of under^ronnd taise- 
mail's yet diseov(*red. These works formed 
one immt>nse fortri^ss witli-.a front of nt'arly 
five mik>s lyiiijj; astridti tlu' Anere from tlie 
Sshwaben H('doubt to Serr<'. At- lla^ i*nd 
of ()(*tober an additional l)ivdsi<)n -the 223rd, 
oia* of llindenbiir^'s newly const met ei I divisions 

had Ik'cii added to the pirrison. ’.riie 2fid 
(Jnard Heserve Division was on the north of 
I h(* Ancre ; it- was supported by troops of 
the. 12th, o.lth. oSth. (>2nd, and 141th J>ivisions. 
For tht' attack o!i tla* 3,000 ^ ards of cntrencJi- 
mt'iits and burrows south of the Aiwre and of 
th(' r),00t> ards north of tin' river only troj>ps 
reeruitedk in the llritish Ish's were employed. 
It was a good trial of strength btdwccn tliein 
and tlie inhabitants of (ierniany. 

At 5 a.m. on the morning of November 11, 
tlie preliminary bombardment of the Ancre 


fo!*tr(‘ss had Ix'gun. It cofitinued with biU'^i- 
of giM'at. intt'iisily until thi‘ morning of Xi. 
v<‘mb('r 13. Th(‘ aer’es of barbed wire en 

langleniiaits by tluai had m<‘Iled away, and lli<‘ 
surface works had bec'Ji knoekj'd to pierc'.. 
d’he assault was fixed for (> a..m. It wio 
preced(‘d by a sudd(*n and V(*ry efhetn* 
ba.rra.g(‘ fire. A dense fog eoveri'd the 
a.nd the fog coupled with the darkness piH'V(‘nteil 
tlu* Germans from ja'reeivdng t ha.t our men \\<‘r 
con<*('nf rat ing b(4‘ore tia'ir positions in an 
usually larg(‘ numbers, Gonse([uent 1\' tin 
(►peralion partook largtdy of the nature ot n 
surprise. South t>f the Anert' our troop- 
bi'tween the w(*st»‘rn I'lid of the* Kegina 'rreia ln 
TOO yards madh of the Stuff Ih'donbt aiul tin 
Sehwaben Kt'doubf, attacked the formiflahl* 
<‘nemy trench known as ‘Mhe Hansa liia*, 
which ran unevenly north-westward <lown t< 
the Ancni just optn»sit(^ Jleaueourt and d« • 
siM'iidtMl on St. Vierre Divioii. Dy 7.20 a.in 
our obj<*etiv(\s east of the Jiamlet had been 
reached and the garrison heninu'd in between 
tail- tn>ops anti the river were isolattMi. At 
7 a..m. the number t)f j)i*ison(*rs capture<l wa.' 
greattT than that of the attacking force. Soon 
after St. Pierre Diviou and its caverns and 
tunnels fell. In this area alone nearly ],40t> 
jirisoiK'rs were taken by a single Division at 
the expense of less than 000 casualties. A 
Tank Jiad rendered considorablo assistanc' 
preceding the infantry. The new grouiwl won 
was a wedge-shaped piece 3,000 yards ^ in 
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4 ‘xtrtMno length tapering to nii acute angle 
where it reached Kegina 'Treneh. 

North of the river the- enemy offered a more 
-stubborn re-;istan(*e. 'Phe Hritish Naval Di- 
\ isiori had been allott(‘d tlu' task of storming 
the enemy’s position troni the Aneri' to the 
" Kavine. "I’Ik' extnane right of tin* 
|)i\ision \V('nt with a rush across th(‘ level of 
the \'a.ll(\v bottom. 'J'iu* etmt re had to attac-k 
diagonally along the slopt‘ of the hill and the 
exlnane h‘ft to mount, the highest, point of the 
rr(‘st . At 1h(‘ top of th(‘ slope, som(‘ .‘nn yards 
from tln' Anere, and in\ isil)h*. ow ing to being 
hidden in a nn-ess, was a r(Ml()u})t comprised of 
thriH* def‘p pits with eonereti' (implaceiiu'iit s fur 
ma.ehiiic‘-guns, which could tire almost flush 
with the surface of the ground in all <lireetions. 
d'his rt*doubt was situattnl between th<‘ first, and 
>«*eond trenehe.s. While t h(^ (‘xtrcaia* right of 
t h{* Naval l)i\ ision swept u]) tli<‘ vall<*y. the 
right ecTitre was hung up rouinl fia* r<*doubt. 
M’h<^ h'ft of the Division, how(*v<‘r, stormed the 
I'idge, joifu'd hands with the (‘\trc‘m(' right anci 
formed u|) on the lh'a.umont Hamei neaueoiirt 
road. rhei’f' the\" rema.ined f(»r the n'st. of the 
<ia.\ and during the night, while t lu' red<aibt 
and ofhf‘ 1 ’ strong p<hnts were being red imm d. 


.\t .*> a.m. on Noveml^er 11, a ddiidv arriv^al 
nt‘ar tlie n'doubt. I’nabit' to reaidi it, t ht‘ enwv 
got out and traincil flaar machine guns an it. 
'The sur\ i\ ors of tlc' garrison -- .‘h>n unwoundv'd 
mt‘n -surrendt^red, aiul the a.dvanci- on Meau- 
<‘(>urt of th(‘ men of’ the Naval Division piNo 
e(‘(‘ded, tlu‘ same Tank or another ai'coinpany- 
ing our infaiitrv’. Alter a «juarter of an luair''- 
fighting the \ il!agi‘ wa^ captured, aial at «lc\- 
light our mon were digging thiMuselves in on 
its flirt lu'r side, d’he Di\ isum in the t wo days’ 
fighting lic.d taken l.72o prisoni'i’s ami ad\an<'«’d 
yards 4,n a front of l,Lh)n. 

Mcfinwhilo a Scofii^h Division had b<‘«‘n 
busy in tlw “'S'" Kavine and at Deaumont 
H:iim‘l. At all points o\(M'pt at tiu* «*ntriinees 
to the prongs of tin* ravine, the Scottish in- 
fantry bi\>ke ov'ta* tin* Derman defences without 
a check. Some of tlu'iii desc«*ndt*d into 
Heaiimont Mamel, a.ml bef<a*e midday were 
over tin* site of the village anil the entra.nc4*s 
of tin* cav'TUS b«‘neath it. d’In* “ Kavine 

was flu* th.eatrc* <if a long and bloody eontt'sf. 
It was atta.cked from tin* noitli and south. .\t 
a. point jusf ln‘yoinl tin* fork of tin* “ ' tin* 

Sc«ds iumbic'd down tin* pi <*«ipit ous sid(*s, 
bombing and ba\oin*ting (In* (teima.ns in this 



BRITISH AND FRENCH SOLDIERS CLEANINC UP CAPTURED TRENCHES AT 

ST. PIERRE DIVION. 
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ijpeii ciiUin;/. Siiiujltancously lliti western 
I'lit ranees ni' th<‘ raxine were attacked aiwi 
fartlier up towards I lie J3eaiiinont Hainel- 
iJeaucourt road other parties ot Scots 
tliejiisel v*"s into tie* chasm. I’ht* surviving 
(Jermans Med o\cr the* en*st of tJus ridg«* or 
took ri'fiigt* in thc‘ir sii)>t orran(‘aii lairs, from 
whic'li they were gradually <‘vieted. I'he 
Secjts, as a wIjoU*, took 1,100 prisoncTs and ."»4 
maeliiiH'-guns Failhei- iiortli th<^ eiuMuy's 
first-liri(‘ system for a. distance of half a mile 
hev Olid 1 >eaumont H ann*l w as also in our fiands. 
Opposite Sci re th<‘ at taels w as not prosscal 


end in the middle* of November, being brought 
to a termination l>y the bad weather, aiul 
iumceforward to the end of the jear then* wu> 
no r(‘ally inniortant fighting, although of mira.i 
skirmishing tlitau* was no cessation, and we 
still continui'd to make* some little but con 
timious ])rogress. On Noveanber 15 the gaiur^ 
of tin* two |)re\ious days on the Arurro w'ei(> 
c'onsolidated and further gains made. Oiir 
divi.sion advanced a mik^ on the north sidi^ 
of the river and took a thousand prisoners 
at the* cost of only 450 c*a.sualt ies. Soutli <»|’ 

1 h<* An<*re »th(* ground cafjtund cast of liu* 



\Iiy pfruiission, frotn the {)[fh . t .i m re t'lUt 

SCOTTISH TROOPS ADVANCING TO THK ATTACK. 


owing to the morass-like <*haracter of (!u- ground 
to lx* traversetl. On the morning of NoNc inlx'r 
14 our line was t*xtended from Heaucourt 
to the north west along tlu* road across the 
southi*rn end of the neaumoni Hamel spur. 
W’e had now secured the ('laimiand of the 
Anere on both hanks of the* river at tlu- point 
where it entc*red the enemy's lines. On the* 
*‘vt‘ning of the 1 4th, Sir Douglas Haig was able 
to repi^rt. that he had captured over odUHt 
j)risoners in the battle of the Anere. 4’h<- 
serious reverse which wc* had suffered on July 1 
at tliis part of the field had bcM ii wip<*d out. 

On the 14th a. successful a.d\ an<*<* had also 
been made* c'ast of the* Hutte dc* arlencourt , 
400 t>r 500 yarcD of the “ Grid Trc^nch ” being 
take*]! from details of the iVussian 1st Guard 
Keserve Division. 

Active operations practically came to an 


Hutte (k* Wark'ncourt was secured., and the 
<*neniy massing for a. c-ounter-attack W’a.s 
dis])t*rs<*d b>' our arliik*ry fire*. 4’he next day 
tlu*re was consi(k*ra}>]<* fire* from the German 
artillery north and south of the Anere*, l^ut 
w ithout an\ apfirc'caablc* result ; and the* 
same was the c*ase hetwc cai Ho Sars and Guc'udc*- 
court. On the other hand our guns caused 
several t*x])losions in the* (k*rman positions, 
'ria* Hritish front was also extended to the* 
c*ast frtaii Hi'aucourt along the north bank of 
the Anc*re. J’lie enemy, howe\’<*r, managed to 
ri*gain a part of the ground near the Hutfr do 
Warlenc-ourt, which had Icen raptured from 
him on the Nth. 

Our airmen a.ssumed active operations agaimt 
the* Germans, '^kwo important junctions on 
their lines of (communication, places on their 
railways, billets and aerodromes, were attackc^d 
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\ith b(>inbs and niacliiiir‘-^un fire both by 
night and day. It must bo admitted tliat 
1 lie enemy displayed more enterprise than 
'i>;aal, but ho lost tlireo machin<\s on the 
Uritish side of No ^Mail's I^and and t\vt> on 
!iis own, while five more were ei»mpelU‘d to 
(i(‘seend to earth in a damagt eondition. 
Our own loss was thret^ aero]jla?ies. B\ this 
{iinc (siiiee Sepltanber 1)1) we had taken tj,ld() 
prisoners, against which h<‘ ]ia,d m) appreciable 
olTset. 

On Saturday, Novembi*r IS, further progrt'ss 
was made on bi)th sides of tlu' Ancre, hut 
mostly <^>n tJie south, wh(‘re w<' gaiiK^l some 
nUU yards «>u a. front of about miles and 
n‘a.elied tlie outskirts of O rain leourt . On the 
right bank of the rivta* we a.d\a.nced iibout 
t hre(‘'(|ua.rt ers of a mil«‘ to the northa^ast of 
Heaucourt, (‘a.[)turing tlie Hois <1(‘ Hollaiule. 
Altogetlua* 258 prisoners W(‘r(^ taken. 

During t hes(‘ days tlie Kreneli had also Ixhmi 
luMX ily <‘ngag<‘d. On Noviaubta* 7 th(‘y liad 
(Mptureil tlu‘ imjiortant ])oints of Ablaineourt 
and Hressoir to tla^ north of Ohaulia's. It was 
not till tlu‘ 15th, afttT a. two days’ bombard- 
ment, tha.t tlu‘ 0<‘rma.ns made* any alttaupl to 
ri'cajit ur(' this portion of tlieir lost ])osition. 


A very serious tight then (Misuod, and at one 
time they manageil to gain a footing in the 
I'listern jiart of rre.-.soir. but tliey were r(‘- 
})ulstHl at all other jioints with grt'at los^^. 
A like fate bet\‘l them north of the Somme. 
Here ii'gimeiits of the Prussian Ouants at tackl'd 
Irom Lesboeufs to tla‘ south of Ibaiehavesiu's. 
d'hey nuinageil to capture th*‘ northiTii corner 
and western fringe i>f tln' St. Pierre N’aast, 
Wood, but wc*n‘ ln'ati'ii back all along the rc'st 
of the front a.tta.eki‘d. On the otIn*r hand, the 
PriMU'li jirogressfMi on tin* iiortht'iii spur of the 
St. Piei’i'i' \ aast W ood. On the Itith the 
(U'rmaiis claimed to ha\e entei’ed Saillisi'l in 
tiu' moriimg, but b\- the e\t‘iung they lost it. 
.igain, ami were also turneil out of Pressoir. 
Jt was a se\ere j-epulse for t hri'e (k'rman 
I)i\isions in which tla‘\' sulTeri'd \’ery hi‘a\ 
losses. On llu' Itith h'rem-h aii'inen fought. 
54 engagi'ments with (Jerma.u aerojilanes, 
and liming thi' night they droppi’d a ton and 
a. half of bombs on a. railway statioti and 
*i.\'iat ion park. 

(h‘n<*ral Heinlcpiarters repoiti'tl that on tla^ 
22ml the (‘immy's ataoplanes showed more 
ent <‘rpris(*, ami sona* of tiu'in crossed the 
Hritisli lines. 'Three fell into our lain Is, and a 
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RUINS OF BEAUMONT HAMEL CHURCH. 


[Official phcto^ruph. 


fourth Wiis driven down behind the (h>rnian 
line -one of ours was inissinQ;. On the 23r<l 
iw(‘lve of our inacliines attaeked an enemy 
formation of twenty, and clispersed it. One of 
them was destroyerl and s(5V<iral driven dovv’u 
da'iiaged ; all of ours returned safely. J3ut 
in other fights, wliere our men destroyed four 
of tlie enemy’s, we lost t hree. 

'Fho weather was now very bad, and the 
struggh' was confined to the artillery with a 


few spasmodic efforts in the shape of treneli 
rai<ls and a little work by the airmen. 

'^Fhus the struggle went on till the end of tlu^ 
month. Nor did December bring any increase 
in military enterprise on either side, although 
on the 12tli the Oerman report was that the 
artillery activity again temporarily increased. 
It was bac^kofl up by aix infantry attack on the, 
French line south of Roye. A few small 
parties managed to enter our Ally’s trenches. 


1 % . • 
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l)iit they were driven out by a boiub attack, 
.Mid the position was completely re-established. 

Our trench raids were eontinuod alon^ the 
whole line held by the French and ours<^lves. 
j'liey produced a certain tale of prisoners, 
and many of the Gorman du^-outs \vi*re 
injured. 

The end of 1910 found th(^ Allies in the 
^^'estorn Theatre of War in a jvosition far 
<lifferent from that which they had held 
twelve months before. Above* all, Ihi* pro- 


l!e^^f ruction of tlu^ military forces of the Central 
Powers. Thus the war, both on the ICastern 
and \V est(*rn Frt)nts, formed part of the general 
plan for thi* defeat, of the Gi'rmans. Nor could 
the Austro-Ttalian Front, be left out of tla* 
Allieil Commandei’s' calculations. In this 
tlvatre by tlu' beginning of June the Austrians 
had made eonsid(‘ra.ble impression on the Italian 
line. Plainly, th**refore, the situation requin'd 
fresh. dt*t(‘rmiiKd, and united efforts on tlio 
part of the Allies. 

Tlu* Hnsvians, for their part, in tlu' emnpnign 



lal pfiot( ^f^afyh 


A OUIET KESTING-PLACR BEHIND THE TRENCHES. 

,m-p.ss made ill <lie last liivlf of flie year Imd whicli (hey <>i/en.vl at. (he l)i‘niiininK dnix! 
Ix'en gn.at. "''>«*• decided siseecssi-s over the Austrians, 

It is true that, die (lenuans in l-Vhiuary. aiul led to I h<- 1 ransf.-r of < onsiderahle Cermaii 

Hdli. h.'ul liegun their attack on Verdun, forces from t he Western ( o th<. Kastern 'I’heal re 

an, I they had"eont inned their a-sauKs with of War. This w„.s adv.mtaK,-o,is. I.n* moiv 

sometimes \a:yin" success, hut. on the whole, w.u; needi-d. The Mrilish ainl hrencdi leaders 

with snlistantial iirogre.ss, and it hee inie t h< l■<•for•e detei iiiin<-<l on a eoml ined o(tensi\e 

evident in the days of late spring that some at ll.e end of (lie month to pin the (lermans 

counter blow must be delivered hy the Allies to I hut part of (li<- front of operations and 

to ndieve the pre.ssui-e on this in,,)oitant point. pr<-xent th. n. from aiding th<- Austrians will. 

Moreover, it was necessary not to look upon troops whether against tbc- Russians or ltfl,lians. 

Iho different campaigns in Kuro,>e as isolateil 'I'he Alaeedonian operations were at this time 

efforts without relation to one another, but only a minor .onsiderat ion. 

rather as forming parts of one sehe.ne for the I he Allied offensive would fulbl two oti.er 
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objects. It would roliovo thr* pros^uro on 
Verdun, and, at the same time, inflict such 
losses, both in mcai and m^lte^ial, on t he (Germans 
in France as to diminish tlifdr strength, while 
the moral effectt of driviTig thom frrjm positions 
which they had fortitierl in the past twc’uty 
months and believed to be impregnable could 
not fail to b(» great. Xo systematic and com- 
bined effort had yet been made against them on 
a large scal(’>, extending ov(‘r a <ionsidf*rable 
strc'tch c)f country, but now the time liatl come 
wlien it couUl be imdertakc^n with <*onsiderable 
prospect of success. WhetJ, with inferior 
num})ers, both of men and guns, the Allies had 
held thcMT own against tlieir opponents, tliey 
had still Cf)ntriv(ul to win isolated suceesst's. 
and the attacks of the (h‘rman-t IumI been 
without a lasting or striking result. I>ut, by 
the middle of Itllti both i^ritish and French 
had c*quippofl themseK'es with an ad(‘iiuatt' 
artillery, and the [)repondern.nee in guns no 
longer lay with their opponents. Th(‘ supplies 
of ammunition were larg(‘ mid allowed the 
continuous bombardnumt o‘' tlu^ (Jerman 
lines, while thi^ Tlritish Infantry had biM*ri 
enormously increased. Franet*, too, had 
strengthened her armies, and both Allies 


w'ere now capable of carrying out a deflniu 
and continuous offensive against the Cenruc, 
positions. Their preparations during the 1;>- 
months had put, indeed, a very differfFi: 
complexion on the situation. No long. , 
weni they in any inferiority with regard t. 
wea])ons : on the contrary, both in number- 
and onicieiicy they were better off than werv 
(lermans. '^bliis has bc'cn clt^arly sliown n. 
the previous chapters dealing with tlm opera 
tions on the VVestt'rn J^'ront, It seems prol)«i])l(‘ 
that the (k‘rmans Imd some idea of a liinit« (l 
offensive in the early summer, for on May lM 
an attack liad l>eeii made by the (Jermans ou 
our posit ions on tlio Ahmy J^idge and sou Mi 
and soutli-east of Souehez, and tlM'V liad gained 
some ground. Rut as their success was of 
no strategic or tactical value. Sir Douglas Haig 
came to tlu^ conclusion tliat it w^as better to 
takr^ up a fresh jjosition a little to the rear of 
the original lino rather than use uj) troops in a 
counter-attack wh*) could be liettc'r employed 
in the larger operation lii' liad in view'. 

On June 2 the eru'iuy made a df'termined 
att.iek on a troid of over a mill* and a half 
from Mount Sorrell to Hoogi*, and siieeei’ded 
in penetrating our line to a depth which, at it^ 
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[Offuial phdofiraph. 

MOVING A FIELD-GUN TO A NEW POSITION. 


^roatest, ineasur^'d .^oi no 70 o y.irHt^. As the 
Ciormans in thn soutlu'rn [uirt of the captuivd 
position commanded tlu' l>ritish ironelics moro 
to the roar, it was tiiorcforo nooossary to oxpol 
them from it. This was dono on Jiint^ LI by 
a well-planned and w(Ml-ex('out(*d ot)nntor- 


\o soldi(*rs ean #^o on for any oon-!id(‘rablo 
time n‘<*o^nizin^ this fact without snfltring 
dot orioraf ion. 

Hut there were other reasons for the Allies* 
great sueeess. In the C'ontt'st of nations 


stroke and the orijjrinid treneluvs were reeovered. 
'Phe Germans showed no further sy]n])t<ans of 
passing to the otf('nsi\c, and neither one nor 
other of th<^s(^ aftairs in >my way delayt'd the 
preparations for the grand attack shortly to 
he undertaken. 

It has been se*Mi how successful the yoiiuiu^ 
oporat ions w^ere. The pressure on Verdun had 
been relieved, the main German Army had 
been pinned to the Western front of operations 
and its strength had bet'ii (Muisiflerabl y worn 
down. The sketch annc'xed shows graphically 
the gain of ground made, but this 'vas not tho 
only gauge by whi(*h success was to })e esti- 
mated ; rather was it to bo found in tho 
captures of prisoners and in the large number 
of weapons w on. J^^rom July 1 (o November I S, 
when active operations practicall\" f*easod, 
3.S,000 officers and men had ht^eii taken 
besides 21) heav^' guns, Dt) field guns and 
howitzers. 130 trench, mortars and 514 rnaehino 
guns. 

Still more im[>ortant was the great damage 
which had been inflicte^l on tho German rnoraL 
The evidence a.s to this p(>int was indubitable. 
Time after time in the various encounters it 
had been noticed that the Germans no longer 
fought as well as they had done earlier in the 
war. It is certain that this is to be attributed 
to ttie fact that in hand-to-hand eneountc'rs 
they found they wore opposed by better men. 


F^yrem! 



Battle Une July U ■■■» 
t« 0ec.3Dl^ MM 

Ground captured shown W\ 


Miles 

' Uj- -i. . 4 




SKETCH MAP SHOWINC; THE GROUND 
GAINED RY THE BRITISH AND FRENCH 
IN THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME. 


which h(‘gan in 11)14 the destructive power of 
fire had b<‘(n eiua-mously developed. It had 
been remarked in foriiua* wars of recent <iato 
that they had hc‘er)nu^ less bloody. For this 
the main r(*ason was that, while improved 
weapons had iric eased losses at tho actual 
points of contact, the same intensity along 
tho whole line of battle which characterized 
the encounters of (earlier time was no longer 
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set^ii. Moreover, the gri’iit sourctes of loss, 
ilisetise and hardshi[), due to want of food 
and exposure, were better in hand. But in 
this titanie strug^h^ although iiiedieal seienee 
had praetieally abolished epidemic disease 
from th(^ armies and largely diminished the*, 
loss from ex]Josure, tlu^ unpr«‘cedented 
progress in the jxjwer of weapons had 
enormously incn'as(‘d tlie destruction of life 
on the battlc'held. Moreo\(‘r, there was 
anotlier eontribiiting tact or — the co]itinuoi;s 
natun? of iJie struggle. l)<‘fore the su]>ply of 
food and ammunititm laul been rend.ercal so 
mueh oasi('r by the increased laeility of loco- 
motion due to liberal <*onstruction of TaiI\Na\s, 
good roads and tin* introd!ictif)n of the aut<'- 


in the tighting, and battles were coniparativet\' 
infrequ(*nt. In this war, whether during 
time the operations took place in the open 
country or during those which were made up 
of the attack and defence of a fortified [>ositiun. 
there was hardly any intermission. Bay attf r 
flay, unless the weather entirely ’Stopped 
c»perations, there w ere eneountt rs of a more* or 
less ardent nature, and always there was sonn 
artillery work. 

The struggle; on the ground was suppleincnied 
by the strngga* in the ah’, which had a very 
important iidin<‘nc*e on the conduct of war. 
it two larger arinies are iii ju\tapositif>n witii 
oi!<* aiiothor, both sieles hav’e groiit ditheult'^' in 
eoiieealing tlieir strategic, movements from o!i(‘ 


mol>ile, the re were* constantly f)ccurriiig j)aiis(*: 


TIIF STOKES BOVfB-THROWRR. 


another. I*'or the ac'roplancs, witli tlieir 
range, can ascertain easily what mo\ciiien1>> < f 
troops are going on beliind the enemy's front, 
provided iIm’v ai'c not stopped by the i*]H in\‘s 
machines, d he reconnoitring duti<'s in front 
of till* army laid l)C(*n largely transferred from 
the cavalry to tlic aviators, and it is just as 
important in tJie cniploymeut of airmen 
as formerly in the cmploytneiit of Jiorscmca 
i*iisiire till* predominance of the r(‘t'on- 
uoitring arm l.r., the resistance of the other 
side must be disposed of just as, formerly. 
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:he enoiiiy’s cavalry had to bo torn a\vo.\ 
U^foro the duties of r<*connaissaiico could ho 
j)roperly carried out. It is plain that iindor 
inodorn conditions the dilliculty of oxo<;iiting 
‘-■tratogical inovoiiionts siich as Nap<diH)n tan- 
ployed in the Marengo campaign, or W'l lhngton 
in 1}^13, must bo very iniicdi greater, besidt\s 
which tlio size of armies, wJit n whole nations 
are in arms, makes such brilliant movt*m(*nts 
still more difliciilt. Kortnnat(*Iy for tlio Allif's 
both British and French airmen at tlie time, of 
thti Batt4e of the Somme provetl themsoKt's 
superior on tJie wliole to thosti of (Jerinany. 

Wlien we entered on the scen<‘ of a(‘tion in the 
year 1914 oiir soldiers wvvo noeessariiy avmi'd 
and trained on tlie id(“is t Ihmi in vogue. 'J'he\ 
had a good rifle, a .moderati' (Mpiipiiuan. <jf 
machine-guns, i>ossesse(l in their guns weapcuis 
which were more pf)werful than those of other 
field art illeric's, aiui rathi'i* more numerous than 
the oflicially [Hiblislied endowm<‘nt of the 
(Jerinan Army. But hanlly luul th<' war 
begun when it was s(*eii that (k'niumy had 
given to lier army far more machine-guns, 
and ha<l brought far heavier guns into tin* 
liekl and in greater numbers than we had 
expi'cted to meet, 'J'his put us at first at a 
grt'at disadvaMtag<', but the almost super- 
human exertions we made in order to overeoine 
it broiiglii about in due time a complete 
<‘liange. Our heavy guns were more numeroiis 
and more copiously provided with animiini- 
t ion ; we had brought the fiw toiy on to the 

Fig.I. 

Company Column. 


Fig. 2. 

Broad Column. 
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GERMAN INFANTRY COLUMNS. 

In the Company Column the three sections are 
one behind the other at nine paces distance. The 
Broad Column consists of the four Company 
Columns of the Battalion with intervals of five 
paces between them. 

battlefield to take part in the struggle. The 
number ctf machine-guns had been enormously 
increased, and the infantry had been provided 
with the Lewis gun, technically a machine - 
gnn, but in reality an automatic rifle wliicli 
<^>ne man can carry and manipulate, and which 
ycT. gives a fire equal to that of 2.'> rifles. This 



THE STOKFS BOMB-THROWER AND 
ITS INVENTOR. 

This illustration shows how easily the arm can be 
carried. 

w<*apon w’as also largely nsod in our aeroplane's, 
for which its light w<‘igh( rcndi'n'd it peculiarly 
suitable*. ^riu* <\*ivulry, too, was ])rovi'’l<*.d 
with machine-guns, bc<^*ausc* so much of its 
fighting had to hi* done on foot. (Jreat use 
had 1 ) 1 * 1*11 made f)f grenades in the trench W’arfarc, 
aiul our fnncli m<*rfars- i.e., tlie weapons 
which hurl hemhs of various sizes at a very 
high angle of fire for a comparatively short* 
distance — w(*re distinctly snpf*rior t-<^> those of 
the enemy. Grenadiers had hi f*n revived, and 
formed an integral part of I'vcry company . 
The special form known as the. Stok‘ s moHar 
or howitzer had undoubtedly, by its rapid fire, 
produced a great impression on tlie (ierinans. 
All these inventions and imf>rovcm('nts enor- 
mously increased the amount of fire on the 
modern battlefield. I'he old doctrine of hus- 
banding ammunition bad tiivi-n way to tbo mor<* 
rational view^ — expeiul as inucli as you can, 
provided a reasonable erk*ct is obtain* d from 
it. ITiis, of coiir’-e, involved i*norinons supplies, 
such as in I'M 4 weri' undreamt of, W’^ar bad 
becomi^ largely .a ijiiestion of material. Ni> 
soldiers, however good, could succeed w ithout it. 


482 


THE TIMES HISTOHY OF THE WAR. 



It is a curious thin^ that just when fire had 
been rendered more in((‘n^o, when tiio groat 
o})ioct of rationally inanceuvred infantry was 
to use formations which offered as little target 
as possible, compatible witli a j)r()j>(T dev<'lo[) 
ment of tire power, without which it would 
hav'o 130011 impossible to adva.nc(* against a well- 
dehmdeil position, the (Icrmans should have 
harked back to the worst type of French 
tactics of a huiiflred years before, barge and 
dense eohnnns wi'ro then found impossible on 
the battlefield, but they were sc'cn once more 
hi t.!u.‘ ^lerman Army. 'bh('re had always been 
a certain school in it which believed in them, 
and they were employed fairly fre(]uent.ly on 
the battlefields in France, causing frightful 
losses, and never succeeding iinles.-, the troops 
attacked were on the point- of going back, and 
so were unable to bring suthcit'nt tire to hem 
on them. 

The narrative has shown that the Allies 
really obtained the results they sought for in 


tlio Battle of the Somme. But it was searei'ly 
to be expected that the Cermans would in 
any way admit this. On the contrary, I lie 
newspapers, the (leneral TTeadquarters and tlie 
Clermau peojilo elaimeil that they had won the 
battle. 

1’he German Headquarter vSta^f at the end 
of Deeoin})er declared that- “the great 
of the Somme was aetually ended. Since' 
tln» last infantry attacks failed lamentably 
over four weeks ago tlie tire of the French 
and British artilk'ry liad also diminished to 
such an extent that it heeamo possible for the 
defenders to rebuild their defences,, which at 
places only consisted of shattered trenches 
and shell craters. Thc'se four weeks of relative 
calm, which the exhausted assailants were 
forced to allow the defenders, have, once and 
for all, sealed the fate ot the Somme Battle ! ” 
A few months later the Germans were scuttling 
back as hard as they could from a position 
which, according to their own statements, 
had been restored to its pristine' strength ! 


CHAPTER CLXXIX 


THE 

RUMANIAN CAMPAIGN OF 1916 
(II.) TO FALL OF BUKAREST. 


Titk Stratkoic Position in Octobkr, lOUi- Thk Passks Lkadino into Rumania — Fkjiitino 
IN THE ToRZRURO AND PrEDKAL PASSES — KnEMY OFFENSIVE ON THE MOLDAVIAN FRONTIER 

Russian Reinforcements- Krafft von Delmensinoen attacks the Red Tower Pass Knemy 
Advance in the Vuia^an Pass — Rumanian Victory at 'rAHcuL-.jTir — F kjhtino in the Doh- 
RUDJA — General Sakharoff in Command German Advance in the Jiu Valley Kall of 
Craiova — ^INIackensen crosses the Dan u he Concentric Advance against the Argesh Line 
— Rattle of Neajlovu— Rumanian Defeat — Evacuation of Rukarkst — (Sermans enter the 
City. 


T he Aiistro-Gormau counter-offeusivi* 
ap;ainst Kiimauia falls into four 
inarkod stages. Its first task was 
to <*lear Transylvania and rc'gain 
control of the semi-circle of railway in the 
Upjier Maros and Aluta vallt'ys wliich runs in 
eastern and southern '^rransylvania almost- 
parallel the Rumnnian frontier and at a 
sliort distance from it. As was pointcMl out in 
(diapter ( Lxxiii., this railway gave to an 
Austrian offensive against the Rumanian 
frontier a very considerable strat i^gic advant age, 
because a Rumanian army attempting to defeiul 
the frontier of its country cl id not dispose ol 
any .similar ctHivenient lateral communications.* 
The Austro-Gerrnan offensive; began about 
the middle of September' and sueceeded in 
recapturing thc^ whole of TransyKania by 
October 14. Thenceforth, the Rumanians had 
to fight at the gat4?s of their own country, in 
the Carpathian passes. The enemy offensive 
against Rumania w'as opened by a simultaneous 
attack practically along all the roads and 
passes which lead across the frontier range* ; 
it was in the interest of the German Command 
to force our Allie.s to disperse their forceps along 
• * Cf. p. 201. 

Vol. XI.— Part 142. 


the entire line*, 'riic; <h*rman ('Omiuand willi 
the help of its luucdi superior systcaii of Ia(-(;rul 
railways cimld fhc‘n shift tlie main wedght of 
its offensive* with incom])arahIy grc'atia* spcaul 
than the* Rumaniaus could achieve in n^ad- 
jusling thcMi* dispositions to the movements 
of t h<^ cMiemy. 

'I'hree distinet s(*ctors may ht; dist ingiiishc^d 
within tlic; battle-line; along the; fr(»ntie;r range;, 
<‘ach of the-iii based on one; rn-ilway c;onn<;cting 
'rra-nsylvania with Rumania. Idie; Moldavian 
sector <*eiitring rejunel the Gyiiue;s pass with 
minor ramifications in the; T(3Igye;H, the Rckas, 
the; Pz and the Ditoz passes, liad he;eii a»sKigiie;d 
during tlie.; Ruma-nian offensive of SeptL;mb(;r, 
PMH, to the; Fourth Rumanian Army un(]e;r 
Gt;ne;ral 1’ri‘san. The r(;gion of the six passe;s 
.south of Kronstadt, b(;t/We;e;n tlie; l^iisaii river 
in the; e*ast anel tlie; Eogaras me)untain rang(^ 
ill the; west, which may be describe;el as tlie 
ceaitral group of passers, e;onstituted ilio main 
front of the Se*cejnd Rumanian Army ; its 
most iiufiortant artery of communication was 
tilt; road and railway which run from Hukare3st 
and Ple)e*shti over the l^rcde^al Pass. The 
Se;cond Rumanian Army, which at the out- 
brtiak of the War wf's commanded by General 
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AvoroRcii, had for about a month rernaiiiod 
under the leadership of General Crainieeaixu, 
whilst General Avereseu was in eliarge of tlie 
Rumanian ojierations in the Dobrudja ; by 
the middle r)f October, when tlie position on 
the Transylvanian front liad beeonio most 
critical, ho was transfe^rred back to his old 
command, an<l a short lime afterwards w'as 
<<ntrustod with th<j supreme command of all 
the Rumanian armies. The third stjctor within 
th(^ (/arpatliian front, the northern border of 
Wallachia, was tho Hold w ithin which operated 
the First Rumanian Army under General Culcer. 
Its centre lay round tho Red Tow^cu* Pass in the 
Aluta Valley, whore the railway from Hermann- 
stadt to Rimnic aiul Slatina (;rosses tho frontier ; 
its secondary centres lay in the Vulcan and 
Szurduk passes at the hi^ad -waters of tho 
.fill river, and near Orsova on the Danube at 
the meeting-point of Rumania, Serbia and 
Hungary, dne disposition of the Rumanian 
armies along this front remained in its main 
outlines, twen after the retreat from Tran- 
sylvania, what, it had liccn at the outbreak of 
the war. Hut the Rumanians, having lost 
consid(»rably during th<^ first seven wiM'ks of 
the campaign and being faced by an enemy 


much superior in numbers and still nK)re in 
artillery ami other war material, were in sore 
noo<l of hel]). This they were soon to receive ^ 
from Russia. Whilst the battle w^as stil! 
jiroceeding along tho frontier rangetthe lius- 
sians gradually took over the northern puri 
of tho Moldavian sector, thereby enabling the 
Rumanians to concentrate the Fourth and 
Second Armies for the defence of the angle 
between Moldavia and Wallachia. Also 
defemee of the Dobrudja front was gradually 
taken ov^er by the Russians. 

TJie German counter-offensive under General 
von Falkenhayn in Transylvania had proceeded 
from west to east, starting about the middle 
of September in tho Streiu Valley south of 
Hatszeg, thiiu proceeding to Heimannstadt 
and tho Rod Tow'cr l\iss (wliich it readied 
towards the end of Sept ember), and finishing 
in the battle of Kronstadt (about October 10^. 
Goiiciirrcntly with it the Ausfro-TIungariaii 
armies under (jJeneral von Arz advanced from 
<*ditral and northern Transylvania against flu? 
wesfern frontii^r of Moldavia. Imjiortant forees 
had, of course, Ik'Cu left b(*hin<] by the Germans 
in front of tlie Red Tower Pass in order to 
guard against a jmssible Rumanian counter- 
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RUMANIAN TROOPS ON THE WAV TO THE PRO NT. 


.stroki' w liicli liavc* cut Fiilkcnhayn’M 

ciuiiioxious with his base iu the Huii^ariau 
{•lain. Yet it was iialura.! that t h(^ lirst, at ta.ck 
against tho Huinaiiiau (l(*f(‘ucc.s in tlio passes 
should liavo been (I(^Iivcr<‘<l iu tho direction iu 
uhich the luaiu aruiios of Falkeuhayu arid Arz 
were moving -i.e., against, tlio central group 
of passes south of Kronstadt and against tho 
Moldavian frontier. Aftt'r these attaxeks had 
met with failun*, but the enemy olYensivt) 
whicli followed aigainst westt‘ni Walhicliia hail 
siK'ceeded, th(’! (Jlerman semi’othciiil conmu'iit 
tri(‘d to make out thait it laid lan'or been tin* 
int('ntion of tladr Su[)n‘nu^ (Nunmaxnd to bn‘aik 
through in the south-e<istern paisses, but thait 
this haui always been a mere inaxiireuvro which 
aimed at attracting aind binding Humaniaxn 
forceps in am aretx other tluin thait. singled out. 
for the main attack. The truth of th(» matter 
was probably this : that tho (German Supn*me 
Command acted on a plan which, if successful, 
w’ould have given them an overwhelming 
victory, but which, even if only partially 
carried out, yet gave them jneans of acliit*v* 
irig remarkable though less overwhelming 
successes. Falkenhayn’s attack south of Kron- 
sttuU opened about October 12 ; by October lo 
it attained its full development. Concurrently 
with it Mackens(*n reopened his ohVn.sive in 
thi5 Dobrudja, taking the crossings of th(^ 
Danube at Cernavoda and Ifirshova h)r his 
objective. These two conil)iued movements 
threatened to pion.'o l^umauia through th<» 
upddle, somewhere along the line of the rivc^r 


Jaloinitsa or of th(‘ Ihisau. Jt would have cu( 
off ])ract ii'ally thc» whole ol’ Wailacdiia with 
th(^ (*apitji.l of Hukjin'st from all connexion 
with Moldavia, and Itussia. In fa.el* if fully 
successful it would ])rol)ahly havM^ proved tho 
greatest feat of arms of tho war, Thes(* at- 
tem[)ts, though they failed tt) achieve their 
major objective, ^ct prov(‘d f>f pre-<*miuc*ut 
strategic value. Ahickeiisi fi, evt‘U afl(‘r having 
been driven hack for sonu^ dislanet* by the 
Hussian eount('^-o^fcrlsi\’<^ in t lie first, hall ot 
Novcml)(*r, st ill retaiiu'd eommaiul of t he cent nil 
hell in th<^ l)ol)rudja and of the ( ’ernavoda- 
Coiistanza railway, thus dcj>riving the Ku- 
mauians of an important line of c*ommimi 
cation wluTi hy sii|)plies could he ])rf)ught up 
from Russia by way of tho Hla(;k S<*a ; h"! 

further lengthened eoiisidenihly liis front 
along tlni Daniihi*, an<l every l<*ngt hening of the 
])attlt^ line' was to the disadvantage of th(» 
Rumanians, who vv«*re now' entindy on Ihc^ 
defeiisivi*. Finally, by foreitig the Russians 
to undertaki^ a counter-offensive in the northern 
Jk)bruflja and at the Wallachian c^nd of th(» 
(Vrnavofla bridges, h<i <*ompell(*d thcan to 
direc't into that theatre of war reinforecnaaits 
whic h might ollierwise hav<^ l)CM*n nst^l on th#' 
d'ransv Ivanian border. In tlic^ passes south 
of Kronstadt Falkcaihayu lorcrc'cl his way tcj 
,\ distance*, varying from 5 to 1 o miles; it is 
clear that a further advance at that rate could 
not have yiedded any (k'cisivo results witliiii 
tho short time which Ihc^ (Icrmaiis liad for 
their opcration.s against Kumania. Yet tho 
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DHFEN|pING THE MAIN ROAD FROM KRONSTADT TO BUKAREST IN THE 

PREDEAL PASS. 


ailvjiriCH^ was snfTieicuit to Ijind (•()usidora])ki 
Kuinania.lL forcjos in tho.si^ jiassi's. When, 
towards th(5 h(^^innin^ of ^^’oviMiiher, tla* main 
w(wght of the (ha’inaii offensive was siiifted 
to WestiM’ii W'allaeliia, our /\llit‘s found it 
impossihle to detacdi any troops from soutliern 
jVloldaviii or from tht^ eeiitral pass(\s for the 
<lef<^nee of tht* ,Jiu and Aluta valleys. ila.d 
th«\y done so, the ( Jermaii (Vimmand miglit 
hav(' resumed its original attempt at piercing 
Rumania in the district where the salient of 
so util -eastern '^rransylvania protrudes towards 
the (\M\tral Dohrudja, an<l in view of their 
infc^riority in eoininunieations the Hunianians 
would probably not liave lieen able to billow 
u[> the inoveinent with suttieient speed to 
avert disaster. The First Rumanian Army, 
wiks therefore told that it could not expect help 
from the other groups, but must battle 
exclusively with its own forces. So it did 
for a while with remarkable succcs.s. The 
first battle of Targul-Jiu (October 24 to 
October 30), in which unfortunately Ocneral * 
Dragaliim lost his life, was one of the most 
brilliant victories won by the Humanians 
during tlu^ second stagi* of t he enemy’s counter- 
offensive. But a fortnight later the (Jerman 


attem[)t at debouching from the Vulcan Pa.ss 
info the W'allachian plain was repeated with 
infinitely stronger forc<*s by tlio Army (Jronp 
of ( h'lieral von Jviiliiu*. On Novianber IS, 
after more than a month of figliting in tlii^ 
pass(‘s, the (Icrmans forced a gate into Jtii- 
mania- and by Novembf*r 21 reached the town 
of (’raiova in the ciMitrc of the \V'a.llachic.n 
plain. 

Whth the breakdown of tlie Rumanian 
dt*f(‘nces along the frontier ridge begins tlie 
Ifiird and shortest stage of the Cerman offen- 
sivf% the conqu(‘st of Whillachia u]) to l^ukarcst. 
Any attempt ti^i stop the invasion cast of the 
Bukarest-Ploeshti line would have been doomc*d 
to failure. The position in the enormous 
salient of Whillachllt, sandwiched in between 
'rransylv'ania and Bulgaria, liad always be('n 
one of considerable difticulty. Now that the 
tJermans had forced their way into its centre, 
and were advancing along the lino which 
forms the backbone of the railway systcmi in 
Wallachia, the position became untenable. 
For a large part of tho Rumanian forces which 
held ilio two parallel flanks along the Car- 
pathian range and along the Danube, the roads 
and raiUvay in the centre of tho Wallachiali 
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wero botli the purveyor- of sup|)li<*s e-nd 
t)iei only convenient line of ri'treai. No 
/ onsidcrable forces could now be placed on t he 
llanks to maintain their defences intact, at. any 
< ost, because a reverse' in tlu‘ c*entrt‘ might 
,}i-ily have cut them off in their isolr.ti'd a.d- 
vanced positions. On the other hand none of 
the many river lines which traverse the Walh?.- 
fhian jdain from north to south eould hav<' 
l)een held if the flanks wero not sutlicitaitly 
eovennl. The problem of holding Wallaehia 
west of the Argesh was thus a vicious circle, 
and the Kumanians had to think of how to 
effect their retreat from th(' salient of which 
the dr^fcnccs wero crumlding rather than of 
.irn'sting the invasion of their country by tlu' 
eiuany. Fr<)iii the .west the Army (Jrouj) of 
( Jeneral von Kiihne, supported by tlu' (^i.\'alrv 
(\>rps under (Jent'ral Count Schmettow, was 
prc'ssing its advance, whilst- on the Traiisyl- 
\a.ni{i,n front i(*r the Army (iroup of (k'lieral 
IvrafTt von l)elm('nsing<‘n wa.s (k'bmiehing 
from the Red Tow(‘r Pass, and tlia-t- of (J<*neral 
von ^lorgen from the* Tiirzburg and tin* l^re- 
deal. Meant ime, in tlu' last week of Xov(*mb(‘r, 
on the south(‘rn front Fi<‘ld -Marslial von 
Mackensiui had tlirou u his left wing acro.ss the 
Danube, effecting a junction with tlie armies 
of (ten<‘rn.l von b^dkcuihayn. Tli(‘ so-(*alled 
Da-nube Army und(*i‘ (kan'ral von Kosch 
eross('d round Sistovo and Zinmi('(*a, l(*aving 
Dobrudja. front in <*liarg(' of the 'J'hird 
Bulgarian Army under (h‘n(‘ral X<‘ri/,off. On 
.Xovtanber ♦{() .Mackensj*ji himself took (»v<‘r 
tli(^ supreme cf)mmand f>f the vast- array of 
generuls and armies which w(‘r<* approa-ching 
ili(' base of the AN'allaeliiaii salient, '^rhere, 
on the Argesli, tlie first serit^us resistance was 
offer(*d by onr Allies to tlu' enemy advance. 
Ih'lp from Russia was fort In'orning ; Russian 
iroops were arriving iu eonsiderahle force*; it 
"Ciined that successful resistance had now 
become possible. Had it. jiot been for the* 
aifloleiice, in one ease^ e\'e*ii the criiiiinnl iialo- 
loiice, of some subordinate coipmanders, mayln* 
du* (German ofhaisive^ would have been a.rrest<‘d 
on that line. W'itli the Joss of the battle 
■md the line of the Argesh and the (*n<*my 
oeenpation of Rnkare'st on Deu’eanher G opeais 
Dk* fourth sta.ge of the* Aust j'o-( Jermaii 
'Ueiisive against Rumania during wliii'h the* 
'^ N Mcuation of W allaehia and of the Dobrudja 
'^'as completed and th(^ battle-front was with- 
drawn to the Seroth line. The enemy advance 
'\as^finally brought to a stop about, the middle 


ol January. IGIT, on a line miming close to the 
tnuitier of Moldavia from the north d«>w’n to 
tlu* (Jyimes l*a.ss, and thc'ii from about Agas in 
the Trot us Va,IU‘y to \"a.deiii, south of (lalat /., 
the town of Okna rt'iuainiiig in th<* haiuls of 
the Kuma.nians, hut. Foeshaiii coming just 
within tlu* lines of tlu* (‘iiemy. 

South of Kronstadt six important })asses open 
into Rumania within a sec*tor which, as the 



l.IKUT.-GKNKRAL KRAI FT VON 
DELMENSINGEN. 

In command of the (Jerman Aluta-f Jr<iup. 

<'rc»w flies, ineasun‘s only abf)ut 45 mih's. Across 
tlu* most. wc*sti*rly of tlicm, tlu* 'riir/.burg, runs 
the Jiigh road to Dragoslavele and Ca’ijpolung. 
South-west of the old-Saxon cf)louy of Rosenau 
and its “ I’easants’ Stronghohl ’ - wherein in 
past ages the s«*t tiers used to take* n*fugc al. the* 
a,}Sproach of 'fiirkish armi(‘s -the roa,d haves 
the wide*, f>pen fields of the Riirzciiland, raid 
rises towards the Cari)athian Alj)s. From the 
Knights’ Casth*, whi<'}i crovvr.s Hie high l(*dgo 
of rock above J orzbach, one catches a last <*iear 
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view of tlie plain ; tlioii the road recedes 
between the dark inountains and climbs by 
winding serpentines on to higher and higher 
levels. In botwoen a maze of heights, above 
deep ravines and their rumbling waters, through 
primeval forests of firs and jjincs the narrow 
road runs towards tlie continually receding 
sombre mass of the main ridge. One might 
almost .despair cf reaching it, but the mountain 
tops which have been left behind sink one by 
one to lower levels, clouds fill the ravines, the 
f()rests recede, and over open mountain-sides 
one approaches the rocky summits which sur- 


rest, the other continuing to the south -we^i , 
towards Campolung, the terminus of the railway 
from Piteshti. Besides this railway four othf*r 
linos moot at Pitoshti, the most important rail- 
way junction in Riimania west of Ploeshti and 
Bukarest. Some minor mountain roads whirli. 
near the town of Torzburg on the northeriv 
slope of the pass, branch off from the main 
highway rejoin it between Dragoslavele and 
Targovi8hte,but south of Hosehau not a singU> 
convenient lateral track connects it with tin* 
neighbouring road and pass of the PredeaL 
The wild, pathless Butzegi Mountains, which 
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MAP OF THE EAST WALLACHIAN PASSES. 

The scene of the German attempts to cut off the Wallachlan salient. 


roimd the Torzbm*g Pass. Having crossed the 
main ridge the wanderer sees stretching before 
him several heavy, parallel mountain walls, the 
s[)urs of the Fogaras Mountains, of which the 
main part extends due oast and west, but w4iich 
in this rt^gion bend towards the south-east. Far 
away, beyond the valleys in which the villages 
of Rucar and Dragoslavele lie hidden from 
hun, his eye may eabdi at sunset the distant 
gilded cupolas of the stately Byzantine 
churches of Campolung. » 

The road across the Torzburg is one of tl||^ 
best which load into Rumania, and is equal in 
quality to that of the Predeal. At Dragoslavele 
it divides, one branch follow ing to the south the 
.River Dambovitsa, on whose banks He.s Buka- 


rise to a height of about 8,000 feet, intervene 
between the two. 

Through the Predeal or Tonios Pass leads tin* 
shortest and most direct road from Kronstadt 
to Ploeshti and Bukarest, and the only railway 
which crosses the frontier within the central 
groups of passes. Near Baesfalu the road and 
raibvay leave tlie long-drawn strc'ct of the Seven 
Villages and turn otf into the narrow^ valley ot 
the Tomos, a tributary of the Aluta. Tht\\ 
repeatedly cross and recross the narrow gorg< 
of the river in search of even ground betwetM> 
the steep, wooded slopes of the Schuler Moun 
i ain (0,000 foot high) in the w'est, and the slightl\ 
higher Hohenstein in the oast. Beyond th<^ 
village of Tombs the frontier ridge bars tho 
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THE PRINCIPAL STREET IN PREDEAL. 
Showing effects of the German bombardment. 


.soiithorii eiit ranee of the defile, extending like a 
high causeway between the niountains on both 
sides. The lov'ol of the ridge slowly drops from 
the east across the wide open top of the Csaplyat. 
towards the depression, where in the midst- of 
magnificent, old pine forests tlio road and 
railway cross the Predeal Pass at a height of 
about .‘1,300 feet. At the end of tlie last s<*r- 
])i*nt in(' the silhouette of a building rises against 
the sky-line — the last, most northerly house of 
Prt'deal, the well-kno\vn llumaniari liealth- 
resort.. Placed in the midst of beantiful pine- 
forc'sts, on the southern slope of the fronticT 
ridge. Predeal consisted almost entirely of 
villas, owned by rich or well-to-do Eukan‘st. 
families who used to retire there in the summer 
to escape the heat and dust of the AVallachiaii 
plain. It was to be now the first object on 
llunianian soil on which the furor Teuton tcus 
could vent itself ; although an open town of 
little strategic importance - -the main Kinnaiiian 
dofeneos were placed on the hills w liich dominal c 
the pass, and not across the road — it was da>' 
after day bombarded by the enemy artillery. 
Dr. Blasel, as an eye-witness, put on record in 
the Vienna Neue Freie Pressc of Deceinbc’r 20, 
1916, a description of Predeal after the Ruma- 
nian forces had been withdrawn to the second 
line of heights and the Germans and Magyars 
had entered th<* tov\'n. “ In the course of the 


wtvr I have soon in Galicia and in Poland many 
towns which had suffered complete destruction,” 
writes Dr. Blasel in his admiring commemora- 
tion of frightfiilness, ” but those had suffered 
mainly from conflagration, whilst Prodeal has 
been completely shot to pieces. There is not 
a single houst^ which does not sliow t.ho resull-s 
of a few well-aimed shots. The roofs of the 
turrets slant sharply, other roofs which had 
been covered with tiles are changc'd into skele- 
tons — the tih‘S broken by shrapnel liave falh’ii 
chavn and <*nly the rafters nMiiain. Half of the 
railway station is destroycMl, and also the villa 
of Bratianu (the Rumanian Prime Minister) has 
hec‘u hit several times. The intensity of the 
})ombardment can bo seen also in the forest in 
front of Predeal — its trees are changed into 
match-wood, not a singl<^ branch rtMiiains uii- 
s<*arr(*d.” 

“The northern ^lart of Predeal lias been 
deinolislK'd,” wrote the correspondent of tha 
Frunkfurter Zrltutu/ under date of October 25, 
m an twen mort» outspoken strain of jubilation, 
“ the villas and summer residences of Bukarcst 
society — some* of thein vt‘ry elegant indeed — 
^re desolate riiiiis. 'The villa of Bratianu has 
been tiu’iK^d into mere wreckage and 
rubbish.” 

The second and main defensive position of 
the Kurnanians in the pass ran south of the 
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oi f rnaci aiul railway 

c]i*sc<'ial i'rnm th<* front in* rif|^<* into tiai narrow 
^orjir of tJi(^ I’raliova \'al|jw, nirlosotl on 
both sidos ])y tho ma-.-if «>f tlio ( ’Isiljucot u 
inonnlains, wliioli o\(‘rlouor 1>3' far tla* j>as.s 
and its ln-i^hts. 'I’lio lia-iu ( ht>Ot> f(‘(‘ 1 ) in ti n 
wrst and tlio d^mr (o.tMtO fret) (sast of tlio 
Prahova wn<‘ like Knanlini' l)astion.s wlii( h 


with its wost(‘ru tri>)nta.ry, t’crhul, lia.s Ik. 
itidiistria! sattlnnnit of A/nga. Whilst i k. 
hattlt'. still ram‘d for t)io frontin' ridgo it - 
riiihvay station, in its cndral position near ilj. 
jniK-lion of tho valk'ys, s: rvad as tho tc^rininai 
do])Mt for tho J^nmanian troops hi tlio Prodoal 
soot or. Thi^ sj)aoious buildings of its faotork .-. 
tiif'ir yaivls and si orohoiisos oontributcal loniak*- 
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barrt'd tho road b) an tnioiny ailva-uoo to tho 
south. Nor t'o «ld tliis position Juivo ))Oon 
turiu'd, as its ttjuiks w't‘r(' folly jirotc'otnl )>v 
tiu* Omul (‘" d'ho ^hin ") mountain grou[> 
(S.lOO foot) aiul tlio Pus (li,(;Ot) foot). Poyond 
it, siHitli of tho Clabuootu rango, whom tlit^ 
iVahova Pivor is joint'd from tho oast by tho 
Azuga, aiul a short distanoo abovo its junction 


it^ a suitable military ba-so. A vorv oou'-itlcr- 
abh' nitmbor of tlu* faotori(*s at Azuga, w hicli 
used tlio w’f)od of lh(* surrounding forest 
(sawmills, paper-mills, oto.), won* owiu'd b' 
Austro-Hungariiin tirms, whost^ employer- 
liad thus ])t‘ou able before tlio war It) tra\'«‘r- 
tho fn)ntior range in all directions, to n'ooid 
or even map out convoniont traoks, to mark 
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tn't's, etc. — all, t)f coursi*, (‘\rlusi\ <‘1 y with a 
\ ii?\v to busjiiass. T( w ould lx* iiisi na*! ivi' 
to know’ how’ loauy of Hi* in iu ( )it oIxm*, I'Mli, 
r(‘tiu*nod as ann\' oflicors to tlwir tainiliar 

Soveri mill's south of A/ai^a. in t!i<> shadow 
of Mount Sinai, w ith its old ( d-n kd )rl hodo\ 
Fuontustory (fouudrd in HivS;;) ainl its 
licaiit Byzantini' i-hun h, liivs Suiaia, t ho sununi r 
capital of Humania. A inodoru town had 
orown lip thoro sinci* about iSSt), w hou t hi* 
Koyal l^daoii was l)uilt on 1 ho hill bolou tlio 
luoiiastory ; tho fon i^rn h ^a.tiotis, inoinbors 
of tho Kinnaiiiafi (h>\orumont and tin* sooiotv 
of Biikarost iisod to ^athor horo in sunuuor. 
'Tho exterior of tho I*alaoo itsolf is sumptuoii'^ 
rather than boautiful ; it is oni' of those struo- 
tures w'hieh imitate modiio\al (lermaii oastles 
and wliioh, fa.shionablo some thir; \ ye<i.rs bi'fon* 
fhi' war, distimiro many a bairojiean t ow n e\ on 
beyond the froiitii'rs of (lormany. 'The interior. 
howo\or, eoiitaiued most, maLjuilieont halls 
lillod with 1 reason's of ail, both Orienlal and 
t]uro|)ea,n (tho pieturi' Lralli'ry ineludoj works 
of some of th(‘ best -known old ma-slor-^). In 
tho hopi' of loot t hii ( JormaiLs. w hen t ho\ roa.'‘h‘ d 
Sinaia towards thc' I'nd of No\(aul>i‘r, refrained 
front boinbardinir thi' eastli*. 


k < »ll( i\\ iim Irnm Kr(aistadt and Jke. sfalu l h«‘ 
luaui street of the Se\ on X’ill.iiie'. the home ot 
a <]uainl. isolated. na)nurel tribe, the se-ealloil 
< "^aneo-MaLryars on*' a | »| no.e h*' - the \ illa.L;*' 
ol Altsehan/ a\ hei'e the road forks, on** l>!M.n«*h 
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rutuiinu: to the I*i*edelus or All.'-eh m/, the other 
to the llratoet'xi. Pass. 'I'he roa'Is are bad, the 
hills eo\ered with iihfois, the \alle\s iiari'ow 
and mai’shw rhese two p i, ^so'., as well UiS tlr^ 
letar an<l the IJiisun Pass, never* a.ssumed in 
the opi'i'.rtions of ih.' autumn of PHtl tho 
importaneo whieh attaohed to the 1’or/bui-^ 
and till* Pi’i'de i,|, althoueh »‘\en I he\' \\<'r'e tl.o 
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THE MONASTERY OF TISMANA. 
In the Jiu Valley* 


sfono of many a liv'oly contest, of onoiny 
attciiipts to advancii and Kuinaiiiau c*oiiut<*r- 
inc»voinont8. 

Tho first ivttack against Kuniaiiian torritorN' 
south of Kronstadt was dolivorod in tho Tdr/- 
bnrg I’ass, On October 8 tho onoiny liad 
r('aohod tho town of Tdrzbnrg, and on tlio lOtli 
tlio frontier ridge. After <aigag(Mnoiits foiiglit 
round (Jiiivala the KumaniaiiH wore obliged to 
\\ ithdraw on Kuear, some six miles beytanl tlie 
frontier. Tlie enemy had thus got well below 
the highest level of the pass and wns threatening 
to dobouc'h into the higli, rolling <*ountry round 
t'ampolung. The eentral of the three mountain 
walls whieh iiiltu’veiu^ between the Pass amt 
(■cimpolung btH'ame now the seene of daily 
battles. Soon the ( l(»rmans recognized that 
they would not be able to bnnvk through by 
frontal attaeks. and attempts were, therefore, 
made to turn from tho Hanks the Humanian 
ih^fenees astride the Dambovitsa Valley. 
'rhe.se attempts led to an <‘xteusion of tho front 
on both sides of the pass the usual develop- 
ment of mountain warfare whenever it tends 
to assume a mor<^ or le.ss statitaiary eharacder. 
West of the nmd to Campolung the enemy hail 
rt>ae)ied by the end of October tlie village of 
Lireshti. but by a brilliant counter-attack 
it was recaptured by the Rumanians on October 
28. Tlie fighting in this region continued 


without slackening tlirougliout the first lialf 
of November, but in spite of the most stn*iiuous 
efforts made during tlie week Novemlxa* 11 17, 
on the day when the gate into Western Wallacliia 
was forced by t}ie> ein*my at Targul-rfiu (Xov<*ni- 
lM*r 18), b(‘low the 'riir/.hurg Pass his most 
a.ilvanc*ed out-posts stood only a. few mil»*s 
south of the Dragoslavtde -l.,ireshti line. It was 
only und(‘r the jirossurt^ of the (lerinan advance 
from the west- that ( Jcnera.l Averescu's troops 
evaeuated in the last days of November the 
hotly <*ontested positions in frtait of Campolung. 

Ill the Pnxleal Pass the Rumanian troops 
l)C‘h>nging to tin* Second Riikarist Army (V)rps 
had slowly vv ithdrawn on to the frontier rang**, 
which they reached j>n ()ctol)(*r 12 I ‘1. 'Ilie 
(barmans and Magyars followt'd up tlieir retreat 
juid on October 12 began to bombard the hare 
heights of tlu* Csaplyat. Th(* bombardment 
uas followed up on Oetoher 14 by’ infantry 
lighting, hut in spite of heavy saeritict^s the 
<'in‘my' achieved very little. Ry capturing the 
C.saplyat he gaiiu'd ])Hrt of the frontier ridge. 
onl>' to find himself under cross fire from the 
Rumanian lines which extt^nded on the ad- 
joining w'oodeil heiglits in the west and from 
their positions on the Clahucetii mountain- 
range. Even three days later the (jlermaiis 
had not y^et entered the tuwn of IT*edeal, 
and merely eontinnod from a distance their 
work of destruction. On October 20 •an 
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nt tempt was made by \hv\n to turn th(‘ posi- 
tions west of tho pa^ss by pushing forward 
from the Csaplyat against tho mountain -group 
of tho Taur ; it failed completoly. Tlion tho 
riiomy resumed his slow and steady opora.tions 
against tho town of I'rodi'al. On Oetohor 
after an entire day of fighting, tho (Jorinans and 
Magyars entered it and c-apturod tho railway 
st ation, but it was not until two daN s lat er, and 
after some more severe light ing with tlu* bayoncd. 
and hand grenades, that. th(^ last l^umanian 
detachment witlidrow from tin' southern out- 
skirts of Prodoal. ^Nh'antime the' battlo was 
steadily develoy)ing in th(‘ ('astern sector of the 
Olabucetu mountains. This also was fighting 


after having reaelu'd tlu' frontier range - -his 
main forc(*s had advanetMl for a distancM* of only 
about tour miles beyond it. 'Dk' follow ing wt'c'k 
witnessed furtlur lighting in the moimtaiiis 
west, of A/uga and Hustc'iii, hut hardly any 
]>rogress by the (‘lu'iny. As an attt'mpt to 
break through into the W'alla, (*1110.0 plain, tho# 
opt'rations in llu' rr(‘d(*a.l distriel laid thus 
proved a failure. It- was a.dmitt(^d from seini- 
ollieial (h‘rman soun'es that “ t lu' Kumaniaii 
d(‘f('nds his count rv w ith unsparing em‘rgy." 

Afon* varied, thougli by no means more 
encouraging for tlu' enemy, Wt^re tho r<\sults of 
his offensive a.gainst thc! western fronth'i* of 


AUSTRIAN MACHINE-GUN POSITION ON THE WALUACHIAN BORDER. 


in d(*tail for pai'tieiilar ra\'in(‘s, woods, slopes 
(yr summits. Tie* enemy was straining his 
for(*es to th(’ iitiiiosl, as it was from hen* that 
lie aimed t fu' eliief blow or tlin^at against 
Hnmania. ^'et ** liis pi'ogress wa,s extrein(*ly 
^low. It was not until October tha.t the 
Magyar Honv(‘ds had ea,ptured the Taiir ; on 
tlie next day the (German troojis extend(*d their 
line to th«' southern sloj)c*s of the (Mabueetu 
Azugii, thus outfle-nking from the ('ast the* ei'ii- 
tral Rumanian po-sitions n^iind the town of 
Azuga. Anotht'i* foiu* days of fighting, several 
sore reverses and (‘vtm inort' costly advances 
were the price whicli the (*nemy had to pay for 
the conquest of the western bastion on th(* 
Precloal-Azuga rc^ad, the mountain group of tlie 
Haiu. By November 4 — /.c., fully thn'c^ wrecks 


MoIdjiN’ia,. When the Konrtli Kumaniau Army 
under (Jeneral Pi’esan, eonforiiiing with 1 1n* 
general r(*t iri*ment , withdrew to tin* Kumaniau 
frontier, its force's divided into two main 
grou|)s. Tlie nurthr'rn retreated into t lu^ moun- 
tains round tlie Tdigyes and Ik'kas Pass, 

thus covering tin* ea-eei-s to the Alpper Bistritza 
and to thi' town o^’ Bieaz, tin* t('rniimis of t h(^ 
railway lin«‘ w hieh at Ihu nu l>rM,nehes off from t)u? 
main railway in th(‘Sereth N'alley ; t In' soutlierii 
group Jiad to proteid in its retreat tlie line whieli 
eoiiiK'els tfi(* Transylvanian w ith t lu? Moldavian 
railway system. I'tiis railway runs through tlu^ 
'trot ns \'alley and erossc's I h(' frontier range by 
the (jJyiines Pass ; on tlu' Rumanian side down 
to t he tow II of Giif'sliti it continues for more t ban 
:iO miles in the proximity of th(i frontier. 






RUMANIANS AND COSSACKS FRATERNISING. 



'UVAi 3H1 .'/O AHOISJH miX 


nf 




THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


415 


receding hardly anywhere to a distaiu-i' of more 
than 10 miles. A number of valleys and roads 
from Transylvania open into the Trot us X’alley 
above Oneshti, thus giving aecc'ss to the ehic'f 
Kuiiianian lines of communication in the r(»ar of 
the (4yiines Pass; henei* the stratt'gie impor- 
tance which attached to the minor passes south 
of the Gyimes, most of all to tliose t^f the Va 
and the Oit oz. 

Violent lighting began in th('s(‘ two passes on 
(October 14. Positions wta't* lost and ga.iin‘<l, 
but in the main the Kumanians maint aim'd 
t !iems(dves in close proximity to tin' frontier 
range, or even on the range itst'lf, indic-ting 
reverses and st'rious losses on tlie enemy, who 
<*ontinut'd his attacks. In the (Jyinies Pass the 
em*my was more successful at first . Afti'i* 
scnere fighting round Palanka (October I .‘1 lo) 
h(‘ reached on tiie ITtli tin* village t)f Agas, thus 
penetrating the Trot us Valley for about sex i'ii 
inih's from thi*. front i('r. Tin' lu'xt day h<‘ 
attempted a farther advance, but soon found 
himself in serious straits. Whilst oiu' Humanian 
dt'tachincnt counter-attacked from tin' direction 
of (loioasa, another, having crossed Blount 
I-ainfiris, took lu'ar Agas his forct's in th<‘ flank. 
Tin* Austrian troops had to retin* hurriedly, 
losing alnujst 1,000 ])risf)ncrs, 12 guns and 
numerous machin(*-guns. Having tlu'n faih'd 
to force his way through the Trotus \'alley, the 
enemy resumed the offc'nsive in the IV. and 
Oitoz i'asses, but. wherexcr he succec'deti in 
advancing he was soon again thrown bac'k b>' 
le Kumanian troops under tin* brilliant 
leadership of General l*resan. The Jlukaresf. 
corninun'iquS of October 20 thus sums up tin* 
results of that fortnight, of battle on tin* westtTii 
fronUcr of Moldavia : “ Afti'r violent combats, 
1 he enemy has everywhen* }>een repulsed In'yond 
Mic^ frt)ntier. He now' occupies Init a small 
portion of territory betw'ct'n the Sultza and 
Trotus valleys and a small insignificant jjortioii 
of the llz Valley. His losses l^re very heavy.” 

Meantime both sides were* bringing up rein- 
forcements. Towards Hie (*nd of Octobe*r 
Havarian troops made tln'ir appearan<‘<* north 
of Oitoz, and in the course of tin* folh)wing 
inontli the group of divisions under Hu* German 
General von Gerok, which in Sept<*inl)er had 
defended in Galician Podoli>i the line of Hic? 
Hiv'cr Narayovka (south of Hzlu'zhany) was 
transferred to Transylvania, taking up positions 
<»n the right wdng of the First Austro-Hungarian 
Army under General von Arz. On tlu* side of 
our Allies a steady concentrat ion f>f tho 


Kumanian forci's to tlu* s«3uth was proci't'ding, 
tlu* nortlu'i'n group of pa.sses on the Moldavian 
front ic'r being taken over by the Kussians. 

4'he Austro-Hungarian troops follow »'d up 
by three main roads the retreat of tlu' right 
wing of (JiMU'ral Presan's Army. Their most 
m>rtlierl\ gri)up adxauet'd through th*' Mar(»^’ a 
\ allex' to Tjjplitsa. itml th'ii bx’ Ika'szek and 
Hollo against the d’iilgxM's Pass; the central 
gnnip marched from l.ibanfalx a. on Put mi, 
joining from then* in 1 h»* attaek against the 
I'olgxt's : tlu* third group follox\t'd the I'oa-d 
tr<»m Parajd to (ixtagt) St. Miklos, and then 
adxanc ed doxx n tlu* Hekiis \’a.ll«‘N against Hu* 
Ilekas Pass. 'Throughout the secoml half of 
()etober the Ixiimanie.n liMops. much inferior 
in numbers, ha.d to di'fend their posit i<»ns on 
the front ii'i* range against the steadily iuci’casing 
pressure* of tlu- e'manx' ; a piercing e)f the 
Kumanian lim* in this sector we)uld hax'c 
se'i'iously compromisi'd the cooperation xxith 
the adjoining Kussiaii forces. Hut graduallx' 
ri'inforce'incnt s xvere ‘arriving from (a'lu'ral 
lu'chitsky's Armx’, a.ml in tlu* lirsf djiys of 
Xovi'mber flu* Kumanian tr(u»ps eomplet<*l\' 
xvithdre'xv from the ma't h-x\ est ern c*orner of 
.Moldavia.. 'Tlu* Kussiati ri'giments xxhich took 
o\'<*r the deh'nce* of tlu* 'Ttilgye's and the Kekas 
Pa^ss 's xvt'H' under tlu* (‘ommami of < Jcm*ral 
t'ount K<*ll»*r, x\ ho, after many h:.:nous feats in 
the carli<*r stages of tlu* xvar, ha.d specially 
elist inguislu'd himsc'lf during tlu* Kussiain in- 
xasion eaf tlu* Hukox'in.i and soiit h f*astern 
(Jalieia in the summer of P.llti. His airmy 
eorjjs iiu'luded some e»f Hu* bi^st-knoxvii regiments 
of Orenburg aiul '1'cn‘k (’ossacUs, and also soim* 
(‘ir<*assian horse. 'Tlu* use of cavailry regiments 
ill mountain xvarfain^ might seem ait first sur- 
])rising, but then tiu'.sc were ridaa-s aind horses 
xvluasa* honu*s w«a’<^ in the mountaiins of the 
I’ral and the (^vucasus. “ Minor cneounters 
xvitli tlu*m halve rcpeait<*dly prox'<*<l the im- 
petuosity and tlairing of tlu^sc, < ’ossacks,” wroti* 
tlu* corra'spondent' of Hu* /V.v/cr /v/n//d from the 
H(*ail(|uartcrs of Hu^ First Austro- H ungairian 
Army und(*r alaita* of Nov(Mnb<*r Hi. “'Then* 
an* no dcsf'rters among them. "They fight for 
lif(* and deaith.” Again and agaiiu Hu*se iiniqiu^ 
liorsemeii from Hu^ mountains sm*c(*cded in 
slipjiing through the Austriain line, c*arrying on 
their dis<*onccrting activities in the n*iir of tlu* 
enemy fonies. On Novaanber 5 tho Hussians, 
partly in ord<*r to cover tlu^ regrouping of 
forces which was then proecu*ding, deliv<*r<ul ai 
short r)lT<*nsive stroke, across tlio Tbigyes I’ais.s 

U2-3 
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Hgainst Hollo aiul J^utiia. 'J"he Aiistriuu 
forrnatioriH broko up, 15 ottlrors, 800 

men and neveii iiuu;hine-guns in th(‘. hands of 
oiir Allic\s. ]5ut again the excellent system of 
railways and rc^ads in Jiis rear saved the enemy 
from sc^rions <lisast(‘r. (Jerinan reinforcements 
were hurried up in hot haste by train and by 
motor lorries ; artillery was moved along tlie 
roa<]s at the speed of 12 mik's an hour. On 
November 8 the fresh fon*es eame into ac'tion 
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MAP OF THE ALUTA DEFILE. 


both on the Hollo and the Putua front, and our 
Allies withdrew to the frontier heights. Thr 
Tolgyes Ptiss remuiiuvt in t)u* linnds of the 
Russians. 


Although with a \'i<»w to the disposition of 
forc('s tlie Red Tower Pass was iiududed in the 
4in'a of the w cistern VN'allachian army, strate- 
gically it stood in close connect ion with the 
central group of passes soutli of Kronstadt. 
FYom Piteshti two railway lines c'xtend against 
the Transylvanian frontier, one to the north- 
«*a.st witli its terminus at Cainpohmg, at tht' 
foot of the Tbrzburg Pass, the other to the 
nortJi-west with its terminus at C'urtea de 
Argi'sh. The distance fnun (kirtea de Argesh 
to Kimnie Valcea, the southern mouth of the 
Aluta defile, of which the Red Tower Pass 
marks the nortliern (‘Utl, mnouiits to only about 
ir> miles. Ihit there was as yet in the autumn 
of lino no direct raihvay connexion either 
from the Red Tow'cr Pass or the Tbrzburg to 


• 

Piteshti, only the roundabout route by wa\ 

of the ctmtre of the Wallachian plain tli. 

proj(H*ted railway line from ('alimanesliti t.. 
(‘urtea de Argesh ha<.l not been carried out 
ft seems that a concentric mo\'<anent ngairi>,f 
I’iteshti from the Aluta Valley by wav oi 
Salatmeul aiul (kirt<‘a do Arge.sh, and from 
the Tbrzburg by way of (J.unpolung, had been 
schemed by the (Jerman SupreiiM^ Command as 
tlie first blow against Rumania. The captun^ 
of Piteshti, the junction of all the main railways 
of we.stern W'allachia, would hav'o beeti a 
\u<-tory only second in greatness to a suc(?essful 
piercing of Ruma.nia along the Bu.sau line, 
'rhis, however, <?oiild have been achieved onl\ 
d)y a lightning blow, as the iire-ominent im 
portance of the objective, the facilities which 
the Rumaniaiis possessed for concentratinL: 
forces on Piteshti, and lastly the groat difh 
eulties in an adv’^ance from either pass renderetl 
the chance of systematic operations againsr 
Piteshti, resulting in a coiupiest of \A'aIlachia 
during the autumn of 1910, as slender as was 
tliat of the advance duo south of Kronstadt. 
Hut whilst the pressure in the Prodeal region 
bound the main Rumanian forces in a district, 
from which transfers to the west required <*on- 
siderablo time, an off<‘nsivo against Pit(\shti 
would have left thoni in a central position 
between the Jiu sector in the west and tin* 
Prodeal in the east. Att<*mpt itig a snrpri.se, 
Palkeiihayii pushed forward the group wliieh 
luandunl against llio Tbrzburg across the Per- 
son Mountains tw'en Ind’ori^ lu' liad fought 
Kronstadt the niaiii battle against the Second 
Rumanian Ai‘my, and as soon as tht? pass liad 
h«H'n forced by the troops under (leneral von 
Morgen, (leneral Kratft von DelmonsRigcn 
threw his main forees into an advanee from 
I he Red Tower Pass across the moimtain'> 
again.st ('’urtea d<' Argi'sh. 

Anyhow, an advance south <if the Red 'I’owfr 
Pass could I'mt il^ve been attempted along the 
Aluta. 'fhe gorgt* through w'hi<*li tlie riv(M' 
breaks its way for some .‘10 miles south of 
(Yiineiii is impregnable to a frontal attack. 
Most of it eaii hanlly. ho called a valley: it 
nuieh rather an i*normtms rift in the mouiitaiie' 
filled by the stream which, insignificant in the 
drv' seiv.son, swells to the size t)f a wild torrential 
river in spring and autumn. The road and 
railway cling to the rocky wed Is of the defile, 
aiul at many places have to pierce them hv' 
tunnels or by groov'-es blasted out in their side- 
Only where other streams join the Aluta 
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its be<l open out iutf> small basins yielding? 
space for villages or towns. At such junctions 
lie Caineni, *Kaeovitsu, Clolotreni (at the 
confluence with the J.t>tru) and ('aliman<‘sht i. 
Jt was only across the mountains on IhuIi 
sides and then down the valh'ys of tho con- 
fluents of tho x\luta that the consecutivo 
sectors of the defile could bo ca[)turc<l by the 
«‘nemy. 

When, after the battle of Hcrmannstadt , 
in the last days of September, 1910, thaicral 
von Falkenhayn <ontiniiod with his mein 


117 

Ihivariim-; niid of (wo Aust ro 1 FungiU’ian 
mountain brigades. On tlu‘ left flank the 
sec<»n*l xVustrodriingarian Mt>untain Jlrigadt't 
was ordered to advance by tho mountain-track 
w liich crosses t hi> ^loscox'ul l*a.ss at a. luagiit 
of almost 7,000 feet, amd tluai down tln' 
d%H)ologu \'avll<‘y argainst Salad rucul. In the 
cc‘ntn‘ the Alpint' ( 'orias aidvaVTiced btdwa'cii the 
Aliita. amd tin' 'Topaalogai south of Mount Surul, 
reaidy to jjic'ss forwivni ai-long tln^ naai-al fraain 
t'iiincni (o Sahitrucul ais soon aas (he ..Vust riainii 
should haiv«' oii((ianU('d fr<nn tli*' eaist t ha 
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force tho advan<*t‘ to the east, he left in tnnit 
of the Red Tower Pass ax gnaup of divisiains 
under the command of (h*n<*rai.l Kndlt von 
Helrnonsingen to protect his right flamk in 
the Sibin axnd Kogairai-? Mountaiiii-. During tin* 
first haxlf of October their (task consisttnl in 
holding tho frontier rainge aind prc[)avring the 
grmind for a fairther airlvamce. On OctolxT 15, 
tho day on W'hich, in the district south of 
Ivronstailt, Kucar was entered aind tin? aittawk 
against the town of Predcal begun, Oencral 
von Krafft, having received reinforcements, 
resumed the offensiv*'. Tlie attaxc*king fore** 
ednsisted of the Oennan Alpine Corps — mainly 


lliimamiai n fcu’ccs in that dis(rir(. West <)t 
the .\hi1a. tile I0(h Austrian M(ain(aiin Drigado 
was to pri'ss forward aiena.ss the Pietroaisai aind 
the \’c\'er‘itaa Mountains into tin* valh'v of t Im 
L otru, thus co\i‘i*ing the right flank of th*^ 
i:\rmy (iroiip which had t'lirtca da* Arga*sh for 
its aibj(H-ti\’a*. Ida* Austrian traaops (a» whom 
the iiiaast alilliia’ult and maast risivN' (aisk laid baa*n 
assigneal -naiiiia’ly, to forea* t ha*ir way aieraiss t ha3 
Kogaras rainga* into tha* d'opaalogii X'alla^y— sua*- 
cei'deal in aiaUancing in two tlavys across tho 
pikss and in caipturing Hill 23L1 to the w'cst 
of it. J3y the night of October 18 their advanc-aj 
had carried them across the mountain pom of 
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A FIHLIJ TELEPHONE. 

11i(‘ Poiaiux and Fniiito (a})()ut 5,000 fe(*< 

and they riMiclnHl tho slopes faeiu^ 
Salat riKMil. Kfc^n', )i(j\vever, tlu*y were met by 
Kumaniaii foret^s advarieiu.^ both from the 
AInta and the Argesh vall(\ys. Hy this eoii- 
vtTgiiig movenuMit, earri(‘d out with groat 
skill aud deteriniuatioii, our Allies almost 
sue<*et‘ded iu eneireliiig and eutting off the 
Austrian brigade. It was only owing to the 
arrival of (H)nsiderabl(^ Oerinan rcnnforcemonts 
from the nortli, and to tlu^ fact that a v<‘rv 


heavy snowfall and intense cold had harnpere<l 
the development, of the Rumanian operations 
in their last stages, tlu^t the Second Austrian 
.Mountain ]3rigad(^ escaped capture. Similarlv, 
the attempt of the other Austrian Mountain 
Jirigade on the western bank of tlie Aluta 
lailed to achieve its purpose. Having crosscil 
Mount Robu, the enemy was mot on tla* 
Ihetroasa range by infantry detachments fnjin 
tlu^ Rhh Rumanian Division, and thrown back 
with consaleral)le losses. Th<^ (ierrnan Al]hnf 
( ‘orps, wliich was to Jiave advanced in tie* 
<<‘ntre after the Riimaniaii ])ositions on botli 
skies ol the Aluta had been outflanked l>\ 
the two Austrian Mountain Brigades, does not 
<eem to ha\e comt^ into serious action durinu 
this first unsuccessful offi-nsive south of tla* 

Red 'Tower Pass. 

♦ 

In tln^ last days of October tlu* ofh-nsive wa< 
n\sumed, and this time the (l(*rmans open(‘d 
their opc^ratioiis a{*ross tlie mountains bordering 
on the eastern side of tiu' Aluta defile. I?y 
0<*to}>er 2S a (Jerman detaclinu^nt consisting 
of Mecklenburg aiul Hano\t‘rian troops luid 
turned by way of the Boia Mare Valley tlr* 
Mormonta Mountain east of Paineni and tlieii 
by a concentric attack had coiupierc'd tlie 
mountain itself. EVom the cajitured positions 
on the Mormonta tiny continued tlieir off(*nsive 
against the chain of heights north of the 
valley which extends bef \v(M‘n the \ illagcs of 
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A WALLACHIAN VINKYAKD. 


Riicovitsix and 'I'itosliti, and n'aclicd that 
valloy by tli« ojxd of 0('tob(‘r. 

A period of iucessaiil 

Kirs(. Runuiuiau Army (’orps, wliicli ir(»iu the 
be).j:iuuin^ of tlie war hjid foriiavl tli<^ so-ealI(‘d 
Alula (Jroup, had limi rciuforc('d by part of 
th(' Fourth Army ( *orps, ^\ Ilit•ll had pro\ iously 
b(H ai included in the I<^)urth Army but Inul n<»\v 
b(M‘n ndeased from the IMolda\'iau front ir*r by 
th(i Russians liavinu: taUtai o\cr its northern 
s(H*tors. Towards the end of Oetolxa* the 
lirst (lerman attack from t Vulcan Pass 
into the Jill Valley had been defea.ted, and the 
second and e\en more serious attempt was 
b<‘ing prepared durin^^ the first fortnight of 
Xovembia*. Vnder these eircumsi anc<‘s it was 
<*ssent ial for tlii^ (Jermans to pin the Rumanian 
forces in the Aluta ri'^ion to the tlefeiae of 
thiar i>wn sector and to ])rc\'ent, or at least 
delay, the dispatch of rcinforci-nuaits from 
tlH*re to the Jiu. ^Moreover, in casi^ the ti^rct's 
\vhich were to attack afzain in the .liu \*allcy 
succeedc‘d in rciichin^ the plain, it was of th<i 
greatest importance for the further develop- 
Jucnt of the operations that the groiij) attacking 
in the Aluta district should ha\e reached posi- 
tions from which it eouhl soon establish effective 
<‘ooperation with the forces invading AVallachia 


from till' west. During the lirst fortnight of 
Xovembt'r the liattle south of the Red Tower 
Pass was raging on a wi<le front from the 
Vpper Argesli and Mount LNaana, Lunga in 
the cast \i* Mount Pic*troa.sa and the Ppper 
Lotru in tin? w(‘sl. Ret ween Xoxembi'r fJ and 
Xovember h the (Germans contjuenMl the 
iM'ights of Sate and Kruntu, ami histly the 
highly important mountain group of thc^Po/ia, 
which from tin* west ovcitowiu's the Aluta 
iletile and faces the cntranci^ into th<* Lotru 
N'alley. Our Allies count <*r-at t a,c*ked at- oniM' 
and ])>' Xo\(‘mber 11 had reconfjuered the 
position on Mount Kruntu, but. it- proviMl im- 
possible to iIcN'i'lop any fa.rthi‘r this initial 
success. Whilst the (u‘rnians undia* (leneral 
\ on Krafft had rcc*(*i\'ed reinforee-mi*nt s c\- 
<‘<*eding a division, tin*. Rumanian t'ommand, 
faced by disaster in the .liu N'alley, saw' itself 
iMunpelled at th<» last nuaneiit to detach a 
C'onsiderable force, which was sent, to the. wi'st 
across the mountains in tla^ hotx* that })v 
attacking the left Ha.nk of the enemy, who vvas 
debom hing into the .Jiu ValU*y, it might yet 
save the position at the western end of Wal- 
lachia. Thus weakiaied, the Aluta group had 
to give ground ; its retreat was hastened still 
more aft<‘r the defeat on the Jiu had proved 
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(JHNERAL VON KNEUSSL. 

In (^oiTimand of the 11th Bavarian Division. 


'riic ju\' ut‘ success was iig doubt inaiTod for 
OciK'ral \'oii Ki'idlt’s Army (Jroup by the fa<*t 
tlmt. in Jill <‘ucouiitcr fou^lit- on Xo\'(MJibcr 7. 
Ilic lhi\ariiUi IJhi (Junrds, whicli forinc<l ])art 
of the l)rij^a<|c of ( Jcia*ral von l'^l)p in the 
Alpiiu' Corps, had l<.)st a. lii^liborn otlieer, 
]*rin<M^ Ihaiiy of huvaria.. a. n<*phew of tin* 
Kinjj:. In the moment' of d(‘ath, fully conscious 
that the death of a pi'incc was mor<* iuijiortant 
than that of tliousjuids tif ordinary men, he 
was rt'ported to liave murmured the w'oni 


noblesse obVnje. Tlie ([notation was considered 
liy all loyal ( Jermans so approjiriale to the 
jzreatness of tlie moment that th(^y riuvlil\ 
ov«‘rlooked th(‘ fact tliat a member of a Chvrinau 
Itoyiil H()us<^ us(*d an (*nemy language to the 
Iasi. 

During t la^ month w liieh followed on tlie 
battles fought in th(‘ Streiu N’alley and in the 
llatsz(‘g ^loimtains only minor encounters took 
]>lace on tin* frontier rang(‘ west of the Szurduk 
J*ass. About tlu' middk^ of October the 11th 
l>avaria.n Dix ision, und(‘r ( haieral v'on Jvneussl. 
whi(*h at tlie beginning of tlie month had still 
>tood t»n the Stokhod in north(*rn ^7)lhynia, 
was mov(‘d to Tra.nsyl\a.nia and assigned 
positions on tlu* frontier rangt* south of the 
vall(‘y of tlu^ Silu Komaiu^sea. On Octob(*r 2.1 
( h'lier^ von Kneussl s fon t*, su])port(d by an 
iXiistrian mounted brigade* and one* division of 
( 3<‘rmaii cavalry, b(*gan its adx ance* to tlie south, 
the extrc'im* left, wing advancing from the 
Vulcan Pass through the Jiu Valk'y, whilst tin* 
farthest xN-est(‘rly d(*tachm(*nt follow (*d tin- 
llistritza.. In the e(*ntr(‘ four groujis were 
a.d\'aneing on Sambotinul, Kugii, X'alarii and 
Dobritza. with a vi<wv to an ultimate cone(‘ntra. 
t.ion in tin* Jiu X’alk'y betwetm Ihnubeshti and 
'rargul-Jiu. During the lirst few days the 
( }(*rman ])lan .st*(*nu*d to d(‘\ t‘loj> with consid(*r 
able siKJCcss, ( 3(*n(*ral Dragalina. w ho had 
hitherto k*d tin* Kirst Rumanian Dixision ai 
Orsoxa. and who suee(*(*ded (liaieral (^ilc(*r in 
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r]»e c*oinTiiaTi(l ol' tlie rntirt' First .‘Vi’iny * on tho 

A ory \v]uc*h tlu* Cic*rinans <.»poiuHl their 

«.tt’ensivo in tJie Jiu ilistriets, liiwl only inh^rior 

ninnber.s with wliieh to meet tlie t'lieiny altaek. 

The Hiiinanian forees in tliat sector consisted ol* 

the 21st Mixt'd brigade, under Folonel .lippu, 

composed battalions of infantry and four 

hatt cries, and of two other minor detachments 

which comprised together six battalions of 

luhiutry and three batteries; ont‘ of tliem wus 
*» 

commanded V)y Fioiitenant-Colonel Obtigeann, 
th(' otlier by Lieutenant (Vdoiu*! Tnisculeseii. 


^Xhita (Jroiip. 'riif‘s<* fori'cs wen' then dis- 
tril>uted in i h(' following inamn'r : tin' 21sf 
hrigatli* had to guard tlu' nnaith of the S/airduk 
dt'file at Humbesliti and, d(‘pli»ying on the .liu 
line to south of Sanibotinul, to attack the left 
Hank of tlu‘ < ierman troops wliieh wt re a.d\'a.nc 
ing in tin* cc'ntrt'. 'l’ln' other two detachna'iits 
of the original ,)iu (Inaip w(*re to liold the 
«‘entre from 'rurcint'sti to Kashov'itsa. 'Tht^ 
fMi\*es brought up from tiu' Ahita. wi‘n‘ formed 
into a gi'iieral reservi* north-c'ast of Targul-Jiu. 
The didachuii'nt under Tjt'utenanl '(\)lonel 



RUMANIANS GROSSING A PONTOON HRIUGE. 


Aware of th(^ supreme ilauger with which a 
'successful (Jc'rmaii ottensive in tliis district 
threatened the entire W'alla.chian inmt, and in 
\ io\y of tho fact tlud th(^ First Kumanian 
Army had no rc'serves at its disjiosal, <h*neral 
Dragalina. at oiK*e orden'd a detachment 
<»f four liattalions, oiu* scpiadron and two 
batteries to be sent from t)ie ()rso\a T)i\i''=ion. 
and the Danube detachment, c-onifiosed ot 
oA liattalions, to be lirought u[i trom the 

♦ (Jcricml Dragalina snctocdt'd iii i1h* <-eiiiinrtii«l 

the First Division at Orsf>va l>y (VjIi.hicI Anasta^iu, 
who in the s’jcceediiifi operatiuii" was fully to justify this 
«*h»^irc. 


Dejoianu w hich liy forced inarches was coming 
up from Orsova was tirderi'd to counter- 
attack ^ugorously w ith part of its ertectives tlu^ 

< h rma.n troops wliicli we n* advtincing on tin? 
c\t n iiH' right of t In* c'ln'iny line, a.nd at tin* saiin* 
lime* to attack with its nanaining stn*nglh tin* 
thus unc*overed flank of the c<*nt-ral (IcTinan 
grotip. '^rin* leading idc'a. of this dispositioTi was 
to form a. kind of serni-curch* round the. advanc- 
ing force's of tin* r*tn*niy and to counter-aittn'k 
liim in front and fall upon his flanks Indore his 
diffen'iit del achn amts w hich w<‘r<*. moving along 
M'jiaratc* mountain roiuis and trac?ks had 
I'ffected a junction, d'ln* ev<*nts of the next few 
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days brilliantly justified the plan, but it was 
not given to (General Dragalina to carry out 
the operations on the ,liu. On the first day of 
the German advance, after liaving inspt'ctcd 
the most exposed ])ositions of Ins troops, ht‘ 
urhried back to the rear to malo* furtlier 
dispositions. Alt hough t ho (piiokest way passed 
very close to the (Jerinan lines lie di'cidcMl to 
take this and ilrove through the lire' of the 
German machino-giins. 'J\\o Imllels hit him 
ill thi> arm, which had finally to be iunputated ; 
the ojieration was pi'rfornuMl too lat(‘ and 
(h'TU‘ral Dragalina di(‘d on Xovember 9. 'I’lie 
command on the Jiu paj-sed iiniiudiately to 
(general Vasilescu, and in the command of the 
First Army Dragalina was suecH'edtHl by 
(hmeral Fetala. 

Dy October 27 the ( h'l inans had reached 
almost on the entire length bt'lwecai Dobritza 
and Bumbeshti the road at th(' foot* of the 
\hilcan ltang(\ and had ('vimi cro.sstHl it in the 
(‘ast and in t.ln^ centr(\ On the morning of 
()ctolM*r 27, to forestall tlu' Kumanian attack 
from tiu' east , they att(‘in]d('d a descent a<‘ross 
the Jin Valley in the rear of tin' Humaniiiti 
detachments which guardc'd th(^ southern mouth 
of the Sziu’duk Pass. The atteinjit was de- 
fc'ated, and the (Germans, having lu'en thrown 
back bc'yond the ,Tiu, witlidn'w in disorder on to 
Sambotiiiul and the hill to tlu' north of it. 
During that action Sub-Lieuti‘nant Patra‘-coiu, 
from the 7th Gompany of tin* 18th llegiimnt, 
Ji.dvanced at the head of his unit to the villag • 
of Arsuri, driving out- the enimiy and capturing 
two 4 -inch liowitzer batteries which b('longed to 
thi5 21st JiegiiiK'nt of Bavarian artillery. 
guns were immediately ])ut into action against, 
the enemy, rendering excellent servict'. On the 
saiiH^ day the Kumanians hful to encounter an 
('ven more determined <*iiemy attack in front 
of Turcinesti. At 7 a.m. tlu* (iernians began 
th(‘ir descent into the Jiu Valley, an<l 2 A hours 
la.ter they reached the river. Ileri‘ they wen* 
met by a counter-attack from the Kumanian 
right centre., driven back with considerable losses 
in men and material, and fiursued until 5 ]).m., 
W'lu*n torrential rains anti darkness ]»rev'ented 
furtli 'r o[)erations. ^leant ime, near Kashovitsa 
the left Kumanian c<*ntrc! was engaged in a. 
fierce battle which remained tloubtful till about 
l.:iO p.m. ; it was tla ii decided in favour of tan* 
Allies by the appt'arance of tnaips from tla* 
Orsova detachments in tht^ Hank and rear t)l 
the German forces. Their ])ositions wc‘r»‘ 
•captured, about 2 p.m., and 4t)t) [iri.soncTs anil 


12 machine-j^uns were taken. The rt'inaining 
German troops in that tlistrict withdrew’ in 
hasfo. On the t'xtreme left flank, in the valley 
of the Bistritsa, the Kumanians were not abk' 
to make any considerable headway, but had 
to remain sat isti<‘d with containing thi' enemy 
forces, ^h'antime an enemy unit had succeeded 
in ]>em't rating in the ei'utre ami in throwing 
tluMiiselves over t lu' briilgt' on th«' road which 
approaches 'Targul-.liu frt>m tlu' wi'st. A 
battalion of militia from ( «orJ w hich was post<'<l 
near the bridgi' was taken by surprise', ye't. 
supporte'd by a scratch foriu' from 'Targul -.1 iu, 
lu'ld out till 4.IU1 p.m., when help sent up from 



MAP ILLUSIKATINf; THK FKUITINf; 
NORTH OF TAR(;UL-JIU ON OCTOHKR 27. 

flit* left centre and from the Orsova (h’oup 
enabled thcim finally to defeat the (lerman 
move'. 44ie^ e'ne'iiiy had te> re*tin', le'aviiig 
priseine'i’s in th(^ hamls of the* Kumanians. An 
oreler was foiinel on the*m tei “take posse*ssie>n 
e»f 4'argul-Jiu em Oe*tober 27 at twei e»’e*lock in 
t he' afte'rneion.’^ 

On the ne'xt day, ()e4obe*r 28, the? Kumanian 
advance continue*d ahnig the* e*ntire' freint ; the? 
e*ne*my columns hael be'eai attiU’ke*el be^fore? the‘y 
hael ef'fe'e‘te‘ei a junction, the* e'oope'rat ie>n 
be'fwe'e'ii the'iu was i!.s ye't we*ak, and lie) ge-ne-ral 
re'se'rve* w'as in e‘xisti*nee to iiit e*rve‘ne? at the* 
points e)f elange-r. On this day the* most, vioIe*nt 
fighting te)e>k plae-e* on the* hill seuith of Hor<*z ; 
t iwarels the* e-leese* e)f the* day the* Bavarians wc*re* 
feirc'e'el to re*tire*, k'aving in the haixls of e>ur 
Allie*s e*ight guns, two maehine*-gims, e*onside*r- 
able* steires of munitions and supplie*s and ninej 
Kumanian guns whje*h had be*e*n lost ein ()e*te)be*r 
2t. On Oeteibe*!* 211 the* weu'k e>f the pre*ce din^» 
two days was ere)ntiiiue'd, the* Kumanians driving 
bac*k the* Ge*rmans into t lu^ mountain defile's. 
44ii* ])ursuit cemiinue’d till Xovember 1 ; the 
total number of enemy dead burie*d by tho 
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Rumanians ainoiintod to more than 1,500, 
whih‘ tho inifiib<*r of prisc^nors oxooodod 1,000. 
“ 'Hio battlofiokl wJiicti I visit(‘d to-day,” wrote 
t lie sp(*cial (!orresj)oiident of The Times under 
flat e of Xoveinb<‘r H, ” presf^nts a remarkable 
npeetiu'le. Ihirnt motor-ears, rifles, bayonets 
and saddl(*K are spr(*jul over tho field, and 
hnndn^ds of crosses mark tho places where the 
Bavarians arc buried.” On tho very eve of 



the flefeat tlie German Kmperor had eon^ralu- 
latod General von Kneussr.s “ gallant troops on 
t laar su(*(‘ess.” 

About tlu‘ middlf* c>f October the positions 
f>f the arnii(‘s wliieli faced each otht*r in the 
Dobrndja wtTo still aj^proximately the samo 
which had Ihm'u taken up by them towards 
th(^ <*nd of September, after Mackeiiseii’s 
forces had l)e(Mi flefeated in their attack 
against the Basliova-Tuzia line. It seems 
that originally our Allies planned to follow up 
lh<> rout of the enemy by a counter-offensive 
on a large scale. Jn tlu^ first days of October 
fighting developed along tho entire Dobrndja 
front, and several marked successes were w’oii 
by the Kumaiiians, espf'cially' in the district 
south of Toprosari. On October 3 they took 
the eiunny ])ositions at Amzacea, capt tiring 


s(‘ven guns, more than 1,000 prisoners and 
much w’ar material. In connexion w'ith thes<‘ 
operations a few Rumanian battalions had on 
Oc'to})er 1 crossed the Danube at Kahovo, 
betw^een Tutrakan and Rustchuk. But in 
vi(^w' of the increasing enemy pressure in 
Transylvania, tho offensive in the Dobruclja 
was abandoned, the troops wliich had crossed 
tho Danube w’oro withdrawn, and no further 
serious fighting <leveloped in that theatre of 
war, until simultaneously with Falkenhayn’s 
attack against tho central })assc*s, ]\rackt*nseu 
resumed his olfensivt‘ against the Cernavoda- 
Constanza line. 

During the firsl half of October reinforci‘- 
monts consisting of two '^rurkisli and taie 
North German division had reached Mackensen. 
'IMie Germtin division, which included some 
cra<*k regiments of Romeranian infantry, and 
was supported by Bulgarian cavalry and a 
very powerful concentration of heavy artiller\ % 
was directed against the distriert of Toprosari, 
in the eastern half of tlie Dobrndja front. 
Tho Turks stood on the extreme right oiiorny 
w'ing near the sea; tlu* Bulgarian infantry 
w^as <listribu(ed all along the line. On the side 
of our Allies, whose etleetives south of the 
Danube had bt'cn weakeiKHl >)y recent with- 
drawals for the Transy Iv^anian front, tin- 
Russians stood in the centre, the Rumanians 
on tlio two wings ; the district round Toprosari 
was held by Rumanian forces and by tlH^ 
Sf*rbian (Hvision under General Zbivkoviteii, 
After a prolonged bombardment the enem\' 
op(‘nod his offensive on October I'J, capturing 
on that day some liills south-wivst of ’'ruzUt 
and south of Topr(isari. Dere, however. 
Iiis attacks met w ith a most Hogged rosistaiiee. 
Although 'ruzla was lost on Oetob(‘r 20, and 
file enemy. uudiM' the ]K‘rsonal direction of 
FieUl-^Tarsluil von Mack(‘nsen arid his (yhief 
of Staff, General von Tappen, was attacking 
incessantly with much superior forces, the 
Rumanians and Serbs at Toprosari main- 
tained their jiositions for another 24 hours, 
fighting on tw’o fronts, and inflicting very 
sevtTc losses on the enemy. They ev'aeuated 
TViprosari on Getober 21, about mitl-da\', 
having been completely outflanked from tlui 
f'ast ; on the same day tho enemy got within 
six miles of Constanza. Simultaneously with 
the fighting round Toprosari another battle 
w^as fought in the centre, near Copadiiui on 
the raihvay leading to Dobritch. Here also 
our Allies had to give ground and withdrew’^ 
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GONSTANZA. 

The Rumanian Port on the Black Sea* 


on Mogiclia. On the .same clay (October 21) 
the enemy readied the traus-l>obrudja railway 
at- a point east of Murfatlar, about 20 inih'S 
west of the coast, llie eonuc'xioii lietw eon 
(Vrnav’oda and (^onstanza was out, and fhe^ 
latter, Hninania’s largc^st- port, liad to be 
abandoned. From October 21 tlu^ town 
was un(U>r gunfire, and on October 22 tlic^ 
last refugees left Constanza. But tlie autho- 
rities gallantly stu(;k to the work of getting 
stores aw'ay by railw’ay, road, and s(‘a. Tla* 
grain ehwators and the stores of c‘<*rc’‘als. flour, 
nayjhtha, kerosene, and benzine, wliidi there 
was no time to rcmiove, w^c^re burnt. Finally, 
on October 23, the troops bc^gan to rc'tire, 
lighting rearguard actions against an <*nemy 
<»f superior force. They were well supported 
by the Hussian flotilla, whicli did not leave lh<‘ 


bay until the* har‘bour, witli <*\ c^ryl hifig useful 
to the enemy, was in llaiiu‘si On Sunday 
iiiglit (Octobc^r 23) Bulgarian cavalry and 
infantry, supported })V’' Oernian troops, entca-cMl 
Oonstanza, ))ut in that- sc‘a.port, with docks 
covering an arc^Ji of l.'“)0 acres and wdth a trade 
amounting to 1,250,(1(10 tons a ycMir, all the 
booty they could boast of wa-s 500 (presumably 
canpty) railway trucks and sc‘,vcM*al lo(*<anotiv<*s. 

On the same* day (Ocdobcu* 23) t!u‘ h'onrt h 
Bulgarian Division oe(Mij)ic*d Mc'gidia, half-way 
bc*tw’e<*n Oernavoda and Oonstanza; on the 
left wing, (dos(* to the Danube, our Alliens hiul 
to abandon their lin<‘s in front of Bashova-, 
thus conforming to t-hc' withdrawal in t)u^ 
<*<‘ntre and on the right wing. Thc^ position 
round (Vrnavoda was bc'coming untenable*. 
'I'he Kumanians withdrc'W' after haxing dev 
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(;KNliKAl. COUNl SC:HMKTTOW. 

In command of the German Cavalry Corps. 

slroyod tlio njul oii Oi-loix'r tlic 

h’irst Hvil^a-rinii liil’iiutrv' Dixisioii outrrt‘<| 
1 lio town of ( ’oniiiv o(ln . l)ui injj tin" iirxi 
low iliivs «nir Allios rout iiuuM I t hoii- r»*1 rrat . 
Oil Ortoln'i* l2<» IIh’X' Innl l)i‘\oiul lln- 

sliova. aial Casapkioi, al>oul :?.■» milos luaMli 
of tho ( \*raa\ oila ( ’<iiistaii/.a. rail\Na_\, ainl h\ 
t lu' 2!lth liad roarlirtl a Iroiit oMoialiiiu fr’ojn 
Ostrox' to l^al)a<lau. Ilci'c, in tin* l>i-ol\i*ii hill^ 
<»f tlio Xorthorii I )t*l)rinl ja, our .Vllios l allii-il 
thfir for(M*s aiui a.!rosi4‘(l tin* a.<l\aiiro (»f Mn- 
rniMUX'. Ht‘ Jnul fiiikni 1<» roiuli in linn* lln 
iiortin'rn cTONsinj^s of tin* Oanulx- at Ma.«'hiii, 
IsiiciM'ii ainl Tnlai'a. a-nd xn as thus unahh* 
to prox«*nt tin* lvus>ia.ns from s<*udinu: roinforcc*- 
nu'iits t(4 tin* liard prossi'd tr»n)ps in tin* 
Dobriulja.. Tin* n*infor(‘»*nn'iits xx(*r»' rtnninir. 

and xxero >oon to turn tho tidt* of 4*vonts. 

On Noxoiiihor 1. ( fimoral Sa.khar4)tY. tin- 


viftor of Rorestcchko and lh*ody, hithcrtf) 
i*r>ininandt*r of the* Kl(‘xa*nth Knssian Army, xva.s 
ajipointod Cliiof Coinnuinder of tin* Allit*d fon*<‘s 
in the Dohrndja. About a wet'k later he opt'ind 
his count er-offensix'e, xvhich to the einnny 
<*aino like a bolt from the bhu'. ‘‘ Russian 
r.*inforeeriH‘nts, composed of (*x<*ell<*nt truo[)s/’ 
xvired The. Tunes (*orn'spond(*nl from Rukart*st 
under elate* e)f Xe)xa*mb«r S, ‘"are* lightini^ with 
j;re*at ('iiea’^y, ably su|)|)ot*l(*d by Rumania, n 
forces. ( {<*in*ral Sakharoff. in a stirrin^^ addre'ss, 
e‘xhe)rle*el his nu*n to a,dx"ance* alxxays, anei 
ne*ve*r to rc'tirt*.” “On tin* front of tin* Arniy 
Group of Marshal xon Macke'iistm, in tin* 
Xortht‘rn Dobrudia,” n*ads the G(*rman othe-ia.l 
nnnnnni if/nc of Xoxe'mbe'r Jh “ adx'anc<*d n*<*e>n- 
iioitrin^ d(‘ta.chmeiit s, in aece>rdanc(^ with tln'ir 
instructions, ax'oiel(*d all enij[a‘je*nn*nts with the 
<*in‘my infantry ” — a meist e‘Io(jiu*nt description 
e)f a. hurrie'd n*tn*jit. Our •Allies \\<‘n‘ at tln*ir 
ln*e‘ls, a.nd the^ Oanuhe Sejuadron was harassiiiL^ 
t heir tlank. 'S'e't (*x"«*n so the* < J(*rma.ns and 
Bulgarians founei time* for tln*ir usua.l xvork e)f 
d<‘st rin-t ion ; in tln*ir r<*trea.t tln*y xx ere se*ltin^ 
lire* to towns and xilla^e’s. On Xox't*mlK‘r h 
the* Russians rt*piin(*d tin* important J^anulx^ 
<*rossin^ of Hirshoxa. a,nd in tin* (*(‘nt!*e of the* 
I lobrudja the*y re*aeln‘d I In* x’illa^'*s of Muslu and 
( ’a,sim<M*a.. On tin* sa,nn* da.y a. x'i^z:orous attea-k 
from ld*teshti, tin* W'allae-liiaii e‘n<l of tin* 
( ’i*rna,voela '1)ridLr<*, <*a.rrie*d the* Ru.*^'sia.n force's to 
J )una.!*e*a (t he* I lanube* st a,l ion ) in t In* iminehit ion 
be*lt ea the* l)a-nube*, abeait tx\e) iuile*s x\e*st of 
(\*rnax'oda. ^Tln* Russian a.dx'ane*e* to tin* 
-•-eMith, te>x\arels the* e-e ntre* of the* I)obruelja.. still 
e*enitinue*el fe)i- a, fe'x\ da.\ s. R»\' Xo\ e*nd)e*r 2.‘{ 
it attaiin*el a line* e'xt e*nelinL^ frenn J >e)ii.se*ie*, ein 
the* Danube*, se)ine^ se*xe*n mile*s ne>rth e»f 
( V‘rnaxa»ela.. to Taike* "rashax In e)n the* ce)a.st of 
1 he* Rla.e-k Sf*a, some^ 1 a mile's ne)rt h e)f CVenst an/.a.. 
d'he* e*ne‘mx hael lost' his he)lel e>n the* e*e)nx'e*nie*nt 
e*re»ssiim e)f Hir'<he)X'a, a.nel e)f t!n^ ( V'rnax’e)ela 
brielue* he* re*taine*el me*re'lx' tin* fartln*st e*aste*rn 
e nel. 'The'se^ txve) oeUcs into Rumania, threai^h 
whie-li In* t hre*ate'ne*el a, flank altae*k a^zaiiist 
e*a-te*rn \\%dlae*hia, at the* x e-rx' time* xxlu'ii its 
ele*fe*ne e*< x\ t*re; be*in^ bre*iie*ln‘e I in the* W'*sl. xve re 
e le>se*d te) him. But eeur .\llie*s faile-el lei re'pviii 
t he* ( 'e riuix (lelad 'enstan/a. railxx ay. J3efe)r(* tln*y 
hael be'en a.ble* te> bri'ak through the* line's xxhie*h 
tin* e'lie'iuy hael be'^un to e*onst l ue-t ne)rth e)f it 
imme'eliate'ly iifte*r ha\ in^ e*a.pture*d the* railxx ay, 
the* fate'ful de'(*isie)n xxas re*a.cln*<I in the* xve*st, in 
the* se'ce.>nd battle of Targul.liu. WdiatexH'r 
fe)re*e*s ce>ulel be^ spare*d frenn the* Deibrudja 
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BUCOVETICH, IN fllH JIU VALLEY. 

had to 1)0 hiirrif'd fo W jUIjicliia. in an att<‘m|>t 
Vi*t to arrest llio oiuMny advaiiao a.^a.inst 
Ihikarcst . 

'^riio (U'rnians liad not ;:/;i\cn up th<' ^a.int‘ for 
lost. wIk'II dc'fcat 0(1 sontli of th<' \'iil<*an Kanj^o 
in tlu' last days of Octohta'. At Yaroul-.lin 
1h(‘y d(M‘id(‘d lo make tiu'iv ^rc'alcst and tiinil 
att(Mnpt at. forcing a. gate into Kianania at 
tli(* only tini(* when they could s])ar{5 (jonsider- 
ahle forc(*s for th(‘ir o|K‘ra.tions in tliat theatn* 
of war. 'TIk' list Prnssia.n division, under 
( !(*n(M*aI Schmidt vot) Ivnohc'lsdorf, was brought, 
np from \"olhynia, wIk'IH' a.hout tlu‘ middle ol 
Octolxa* it laid taken i)arl in llie ha.ttl«‘ of 
Koryt nit sa,. Knrther, the Ihthfi I'riissian 

di\'ision, a ca.valrv division and a ^higyar 
IloiiNcd l)riga.de were included in tlie group 
of (Jenera.l von Kiihne, whicli assumed the 
olYtaisixc in the ^hllean Aronntains. 'I1ie d«*- 
fea1(*d 11th Ihivarian J)i\isi(ui nnder (leiicaal 
von KiHMissl w’as J(*lt as a r<*serv<' to th<‘ troops 
which laid now taktai over its task in th(' Jin 
\'al!cv* T..astly an ind(‘pendent cavalry eorj)s, 
consisting ef tla* tith and 7th (Jerma.n cav'alry 
divisions, was a.dded to the enemy forces in 
that rt'gion, and tlui Ansti'ian brigade nnder 
t 7>lon(*l von S/ix'o, wliich ha.d hithei'to licld t h< 
l)ositions on the Lerna west of Orsova, was 
ordert'd to (,M)-operat<* with the* attacking 
(lerman forces, d’he (lerinan (Mvalrx coips, 
W'hich was to ])lay a considei'abh.* ])art in the 
invasion of Itiiniania., stood nnder t la- command 
i)f (hmc-ral Kb(-rhard (7»nnt Schmert l«»w', 
one of the best -known I’rnssian cavalry (;om- 
mandei^s. member of a ta.inily in which 

army service lias be(*n a traditi«m, la* had serv(>d 
in different eava.lry regiments of tla* (luard 
and Cuiras.si(‘rs, and from 1001 to lOOJ luul 
^been first aide-de-camp to Hie famous chief 


of the (Jernain ( Jeiu'ral S:e.tY, l-'icld Ahirslnv 
von SehH<‘ffen. (leneral \ on Kalkenla-ivn cjina* 
down himself to IV-trosenx on No\ ember 10 
to watch the de\ I'lejina-nt of tlr* opcr.il ions. 
Mea.ntinu- (Jenei-jil KimITi \ on I )elnM*nsmg«*n, 
latt* Llnef of the !'a.v;nian (Ieia*ral Staff a.*ul 
now (’ommaiider of the ( iei-man Ahita. (Jnmp, 
and ( Jener.il von Morgen, commanding m the 
eontra.1 gro*up of pa-^'-es >onth ot Kronsta.dt, 
were oi-dirt-d to le^iime with all ftnj-e tiaar 
a.lta.cks agains< Wallachia.. In shoi’t , the 
< a-rncin Armv (7>mmaiHi conct'nt la t i-d all its 
best fo]*co> a.nd its l»e.sl leaders f»)r tla* n<*w 
attack a.ga.inst Ihima.nia.. 'To tin* va.st a.rra\' 
»»f fo!*ces ga.ther<*d we-t ol the Vulcan La.ss the 
Hnma.nians eoiild opposi* only the verv much 
depleti'd f'irst |)i\ision at Orsova. and the 
Army (Ironp at 'TaTgul -.1 in, whoso elfectivc's 
wi‘r(‘ c‘ven we;ik»*r than t hev ha.«l bi'en during 
t h(‘ tirst (J(*rma.n attack. 



LIEUT, GENERAL VON MOHCiEN. 

In command of the German forces south of 
Kronstadt. 
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FETCHING WOOD IN 

Thr fortiiij^hl following nti the. of ilu* 

Ha\’HiriaiL l^ix'isioii \n»i.s ust*<.| by tin* ({('riuans 
for imi>rovin^ still further ( h(‘ roads nnd paths 
across tlu* Vulcan luoiiiitains, and (‘s]K'cially 
in d('visin)^ cont ri vain cs which would ('liable 
tin in to move h('avy artilh'ry across th(‘ 
Ironth'i* rid>i(‘. The front siiigh'd out for a.t ta.ck 
was v(‘rv much cnlarfjrt'd, and I'xtcndt'd from 
flit' ^lohh'visii IMountairi in the c'ast for som<‘ 

2t) miles to t hc^ Up[)er Mot ru \hUlcy in tlu* w<‘st. 
'I'lu' ])Ian of operat ions was as follows : Two 
(JiTinan di\'isions opciu'd on Novemix'r 10 
till’ attack in tla* Jiu district, one bctw«'(*n tlu' 
A’ulcan and the S/airduk Pass, tho ot hi'r cjist. 
ot tli(' S'/urduk. Th(' smaller groups which 
wi'ic to advance tfirough thi' mountains 
tartlii'i* west wore not puslu'd forward far 
towani lh<’ plain until tho issue wais dccidi'd by 
till' main concent ration of force's on the »liiu 
The ( h'rmans w('re careful not to ri'pcat tlii.i 
ill-staiTi'd cxpcrimi'iit of ttcncral von Kncussl. 
Only hirt best to the west an -.Vust ro- H ungarian 
group advancing into t hi' Opper Mortu \’allc> , 
where th(> Kunamians had hardly any troops, 
jiri'sscd forward at a ijuick pace with a view 
to outflanking the Knmanian [lositions round 
Targiil-Jiu. 

On Novembt'r 10 the mountains ( hirniceliii, 
Plt'sa, and tlii' Moldi'visu on both sides of tlu' 
dill were occupied by the (Germans. On tlii' 
iK'xt day tlu' advance on tho CJerman right wing 
wius pressed still farther with fair success ; hut 
in the east, north of Bumbeshti, our Allies 


THE CARPATHIANS. 

wi'rc able to arrest for a while’ the ('ncm\ 
advajicc on positions pro\ idt'd with armouri'd 
torts, ’’riu'si*. which, as a matter of fact, were 
obsoli'to in tlii'ir structure, wi'ri' ca[)t lin'd bv' 
t lu’ (h'l’inans on Nov i'inbcr Id after they ha,d 
brought into aid ion their ht'avy howit/ers. 
At Bumbeshti thi' ( h'rmans gained the ti'rminus 
ot the railway from Craioi'a. ; tliis liiu' did not 
originally ^('a. I bc\'ond Targuhdin, but had been 
rcei'iitly I'Xtendcd. By thi' night of Novc’in- 
l)(‘r Id tlu* t^ncm\’' ha.d n'achi'd the jiosition 
which, astride t liC! ,liu \ alley, exti'iided from 
\hilari past Sambotinul to Boreaeiu. Thi'> 
liju’ hiy only somi* six miles north of the town 
ot Targul-Jiu, which wns entert'd by the (‘licmy 
on Novi'iober Id. TIu' Kumanian force's with- 
drew to positions which ran from (/opacem', 
south-west of dargul-tliu, to the river Ciloil 
in till' ea>t. Ali'antinu' a Bumanian relief 
force was coming up by forced marches from 
till' Aluta. \"all('y along tiie road from Rimiiii* 
\ alci'a. I hit before this column could reaeli 
till' hard pri'ssed forces in the din Xhilk'v, tiu' 
ba.t t le was fought-, and on Novembt'r 17 the 
jiositions betweim tho din and tlie (hlort were 
forct'd by tho enemy. The Rumanian front in 
wi'stern \\ allacliia had bei'ii k'ft without an,v 
reserve's, and now that- these last defenees had 
bet'n brokt'u througli tlu'rt' 'vas no suflkdimt 
force to resist tlie enemy, wlio on a wide front 
was advancing to the south and to the east. 
J^y November ID the Ci'rmans reached, in the 
centre Filiasa, the iunetion of the railway.^ 



TiiK riMh:s HisTom (>// riiH wah. 
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troin Tni^iii Jiu aiui ni tin* t'oinirxi«>ii w it h its <»\mi armies, whilst 

liairt. oii the KL\m ^lotru ; in the fast all da' time harr\'in^ tlu* t'neiuy rt'ar. The 

Ihileshti, on the Oltet/.: ^^ilils^ tartliei* north retreat hvstt'cl mon' than three weeks, am] 

another detaeJimenl advaneed by CVindalc'sd c arried tlu'in as far as t he AInta \^illc'y. It was 

a.«ainst the Aluta, thus covering the* left flank m»t tmfil Dec-canber 7, the' day a.fter the fall of 

nf the troo])s which weiv advancing to the' Ihikaivst, that, they siirivndc'ivd a.t. Caraeahi, 

south. As soon a.s the' road to Targul-diu had haxiiiir hy thc'ir eoura^re a.nd detc'rminati.m 

been ojx'iied the ea\alr\' cor[)s nt ('ount earned t lu* t'stc'c'in and pra-isc' e\'t'n of t la* c'lic'iny. 

^^ehnlt'tto^^ \\ as pushc'd forward to the' south “Amidst continuous ti^htinu: and deliNc'rin^ 

to turn the (laaik a.nd get into the rt'ar of the' rc'pc'at c*d icamter-at taeks," suns the* (ic'rman 

Kiimanian torees wliicdi wt'rc' still resisting c'ast otlicial rc'port, “the* ()rso\a. (Jroup withclrew 

of the Jiu Vallt'N , and also to clc'ar ot Humanian slowly towards the' sout h-cast “It rc'sistc'd 

troops the district, bet wcm'h the* Jiu and the* and fought for tin' honour of its arms,” says 

ris’er IVIotrii. It subsc'cpient ly ri'joinc'd fJic' anothc'i* passage* of the a.e*e*(>unt. ; for inele*e*el its 

Army-Group of (a'lH'ral von Kiihne in t lie* re'gion e*nterprise', in so fa.r as it a>ime*d a.t re'joining t he* 

ot ( raio\ a. main lvumimia.n forc»*s. was from tlie^ \eT\ 

About the same* time* the' brigade* of ( *oloiie*l outse*! doeane'd^te) fa,ilure'. 
von Szivo w as r('infore*e‘d by (Je'rman <*yelists On Nove'mbe'i* l! I I'ai.st and We'st Prussian 

a.nd infantry and ordt'ri'd to a.d\ a.nce* aleaig the* infant ry from the* 1 1st. l>i\'ision and a t^iirassirr 

I)antd)e*, Ihit the* small llumanian Orsovn. !h'gime*nt. li'ean ('ount. Schme*t tow's CNirps 

tJroup unde*r ('eilonel Anasja.siu stubbornlx e*nte‘re‘el the teiwii of (^raiova; the' liiimanians 

maintaini'd its ])osit.ions at the* Iron (late'S a.nd ha.d e*\a.e*ua.t(‘d it, e*arrying aw'ay all thc'ir 

its lieJd on the^ rive'i* traflic. It wa.s not until art ille*i*v mate*rial, ine*hidmg se*\'e*ral he*a\'y guns. 
Alov^e'iulx'r 25 that it e*vaeua.te'd the* teiwu e>f 'The) e*m*my fore*e*s had now e*merg(‘d from the' 

Orsova and be*gan its rc'tre'at in a senith- he'll of woode'd hills wliieh e*xte*nd at th(i foot of 

<*ast erly dire'ct ion, a re'al,new' Anabasis, (’ut. off the' ('arpa.thian range and re*a.clie*d the' lowlands 

from the main Knmanian forcM's, this de*tae*h- of \\’allae*liia. Uie^ rich wiele* plain st re't.e*he'il 

na'nt, about 7, ()()() im'ii streing, tried to e*se*ape' be'fore* tlie'in ; ordy here* and the're* small, 

t he.'i grip (if the ove'rw he'lming ( ii'i’inan fe)r<*es and unim)>ortant. undiilat ieins eif t ho ground rise* in 
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<ho opt‘n country, wliich giMitly, almost iiiappn*- 
ciably, slopes from west to east. Tts level above 
tbe sea, which round Craiova amoimis to an 
average of about 400 feet, fells to 200 feet in 



LlFUT.-nENHRAL VON RUHNE. 

In command of the C7erman Army in Western 
Wallachia. 


t In* ciist ,and by a more ^ iiddi*n drop to the sout h, 
to only 40-100 feet in the marshy vall(\v <>f the 
DaiiulK*. (h-aiova, in the e(‘ntr(‘ of Western 
or Little Widlaehia, is its ('a])ital and in peae(‘- 
tinu* th(‘ headipiart (‘I’s of the l«'irst Ivumaninn 
Arm>^ Cor|.>s. It is th<‘ junelion of eight higli- 
roads and of four railways h'ading to Slat inn, 
'rargul-.Iiu, 'rnrini Sevi'rin n,nd Calafat (on tin* 
left bank of tin* Danube, opposite the Ihilgarinii 
town of \'idin), n.nd is the <-entre ot (In* grain 
trade of one of the richest agricultural districts 
n !^hiro])e. l^^ifty millionaires (in trance) «U‘ 
reported to have resided at Craiova. In ton* tin- 
war, a fact of which the (k-nuans now (inickly 
ava led theinsc*! vi-s to impo-e on tin* town a 
contribution of alxait two million iiounds 
sti'rling. The numerous old l» *yar pala.ee-. 
and the rich ri*sideiic<‘s <.f mcrcha.nt familie- 
testify to the Kngth of Craiova.’s liist«»ry, whilst 
their names, derived from \ a.-ious regions oJ 
Kurope and Asia, speak of its ^ aried chanwte-r. 
Also in recent years h.rciLm immigrants cairn- 
in large number.'' t o ( ’i-aiova and (In-smnaind 
ing district ; of unmit uralisi-d Austnans and 
Hungarians a.lone JJttle \\ allai-hia. (ounttd 
before the war no less than :itt.(Mt(t, a vahiahle 
asset for the < nemy when he invaded the 
country. 

From Craiova the enemy offensive*, continued 
against the Ahita Valle y, 'rhe .\r,ny Cn.up ..f 
.General von Kuhno was ordered to mlvance- 


against the si*ctor Draga-'ha.ni Slat ina, tin* 
Ca.va.lr\ (’orps of Count S(*hiiU‘ttow aga.inst the 
front l)etwi‘(‘n Slat ina a.nd Canicahi. 'Tlieii* 
mov«'nn‘iits wc-rt* naturally <pii<.‘k, as they 
advaiK'i'd where tlicn* wa^ no serious forci* to 
ivr^ist them : tin* w»'ak detachment^ which hail 
not hc(*n ahlc to holil tin* mountain passe-, 
ivgaiiii'.t tin* a.rray of Ccrma.n armies, and the few 
rciiif<)rc<‘mt*nts which tin* Kuma-nian (Vanmand 
was ahk* t«> tlirow into tin* \\'alla.chian plain, 
could tight onl\' rearguard actions covering a 
regrouping fartln-r cast. \^y No\cml)cr 2.‘l 
the ca\a!!-y of Count Schm(*t(ow h.-id rt*.*icln‘d 
(-aracalii ami the bridgclwad of Stonocsliti, a 
f(*w mill's cast of it, tin* troops of von Kiihiic 
had cro.sscd the Pcsti'aini Eivt-r and were 
approaching 1 )raga.shani. whilst in the centi’e 
both griaips wi-re <*i)n\erging towards Shitma 
and tin* railway bridge w }n*reh\ tin* railwa\' 
from Citcsliti to ( 'raiova crosses tin* .Ahita.. ;\. 
group of small lulls oii the ca.s(crii l)a.nk ol the 
Ahita fa\oiiri*d tin* defence. Il(*rc the Ibi- 
manians put np a dctcrinincd resist ani-c, 
r('p<‘lling repeatedly with ln*a.\’ 3 ' losses tin* 
C<*riiian attempts at forcing the river pa.*-sage. 
Ihit their foi-e<*s were not snlVn-ient- to hold tin* 
river liin^ in its <*ntirt* h-ngth, a.nd the enemy., 
not. h«*ing a.hle to hroak thr<aigli a.t. Slatiiia, 
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1 mnsl'tM'nnl th(‘ of his alta(*k to ('arju*ahi 

and S(on<)(*shti. Having f-rossc'd the Aluta at 
that point, (/Vmnt Sc'liiiiettow’s forces ]m\<sed 
forwar<l to tlu* oast against Rosiori Vede, 
whilst (40iieral von Kiilinti advanced to tlio 
nortli against t he flanU.of t-lu^ Huniauia.ii forces 
whicli lield tlie iiridgehead of Slatina. ''riiey 
had no clioi<*e }>fit to vNithdraw, having first 



GENERAL VON KOSCH. 

Tn command of the German Danube Army in 
Wallachia, 


blown up the railway bridge* tind desfroye*(t all 
t he* sl«)n's of c(.‘rc'als at Slat ina ; by Xov’einbea' 27 
the* entire' Aluta line was abandoiK'd by oiii* 
Allie'S. In t he* t<‘n da.\ s follow ing on the' st'e'eaid 
battle* e>f "riirgul-Jiu tlu^ e*ne‘iny e'e)hinins hael 
t ra.veTS('d elistaiice's varying frean (id to 140 inih's. 
'The* aelva-ne'e' was e'xe'eaiteel with sue-h a. spen'e! 
aiiel with sue'h a elisregarel of j)re>caut ieais, as v\as 
but natural in a ine)V('nu‘nt of that kinel, that 
iuid thi're* )>et'n but a tew elivdsions in ri*s(*r\’t' in 
t'e-ntra.l WallaeOiia e*apable of ce>unte'r-at tae^king 
\'ige)re)usly the flank of the (teruians whilst tln'y 
we'i-e* de'seonding intei the* pla.in nea.r (’raie»va e)r 
whilst they wi'in^ wlu'e'ling tenvarels the Aluta, the 
pe»sition might ye't have* bi*e*n save'd. Once* the 
two gre)ups which advance-d thre)ui»h the ])lain 
ha.el re*ae*he‘el a. f»*e>n< facing diH* east, their j>e>.si- 
I ie)n be*c*a.nu‘ st ra.te'gie*ally ve*ry much supe*rior 
te) that e)f the* Uumaniau fea-e-es. The* flanks e>f 
the ( U'rmau fe)rc('s in the* plain now ri'sted on 
'rransylvania and Ihilgaria, whilst the' iie>rthc'rn 
fltink of our Allies in \>’allachia was threat em*d 
by the (Ire)up e)f General Ivrafft vem J)elnu*n- 
singen fre)ui the Red Tenver Pass, and their left 
flank was exposc'd to attacks e)f a new enemy, 
the Army Gre>up of General v<ni Kosch, whic'h 
Alacki'T^se'ii had thre>wn jmtoss the Danube. 


During the* night and early morning or 
Ne)vc'mher 2*1 the army of Field-Marshal ve)n 
Mackenseii Ix'gan tO'cre)ss the* Danube in the* 
neighbe)urhe)od eif Sisteno. About the same 
time* minor' atte*m])ts were carried out. at other 
pe)ints, large*ly in orde‘r to mislead the Ruma- 
nians e*e)nc(*rning the^ ])oint chosen for the main 
cre»ssing. The Germans had command practi- 
e ally of tlic entire river-line. Their artiller\ 
by far e)nfrange*d that e)f the Rumanians, 
and dominated the Danube, seriously hampering 
the* activitiesnjf the* Rumanian river monitors 
and i>rotecting those e)f the Austrimi flotilla 
and the auxiliary (4erman craft. Further, 
the Mijm'rnaey in the air, whicli the small 
number of Rumanian and eif Allied aviators, 
brought u]) to Rumania sineto the outbreak e)f 
tho war, could notrdis])ute with tlu^ Gea-mans, 
<'nable*d the enemy to ke*ep close e>bservafion 
e»n the^ niovements of the Riirnanian troops in 
t he-! open lenvlands ne^rth of tlie Danube, wdiilst 
the Rumanians remaine*d in the dark cemce'rning 
the enejiiy preparal iems for the* e*rejssing e)f the* 
river. The'se* pr(*parations hael, as a maf te*r e)f 
fact, be'cn caiirie'd e>n for a vt'ry considc'rabh^ 
time. ’'Fhe* many bra.ne*h(‘s anel lake's also into 
\^ hich the' Danube* elivieh's on ifs soid-hern 
bank anel whieh eai that bank fe>rm Rulgarian 
te‘rriteiriid wafe*rs e)t‘fe're*d fav^e>uraJ)Ie' e*e)ndi- 
fions for the work. Tlie* islands anel banks 
are* eeneieel })y dense shrulibery, an effec- 
tive* se*rea'n ageiinst obse*rvait ion fre)m the^ 
le)W’ nea'thern liank. Mliilst yet at poeice* 
with Rumania tlie* Austrians anel Ge'rmaiis 
hael, in sight of the' Rumanian rive*r guards, 
in fluly, IDKi, se*nt bridging inaf;(‘ria.l deiwii the* 
DaiiulH* te) sectors eif the:* Rulgarian slieire*, 
whie*h hael be'e‘u single*d out as favourable feir 
an e)jYeusive* against Rumania. The Austria.!! 
Danube* fle)tilla, which i!i the* summer e>f 
lino was liov’ering cleise* tei 1 he* Rulgarian lianks 
e)f the* Danube, was !)ot renifivexl to the neirth 
e)f tlie Jre)!i ( la.te*, as v\ as staled at the time, hut. 
lay hidde.*!! in tlie Rlene* Ghaiinel near Sistovei. 
lle*re the* weirk e>n the* eemstruct ion e)f pejiitoons, 
fe*rries, of eliffi'rent parts of a bridge, wliie*h 
eeiiilel si il).s(*(|iient ly lu* eeinstriiete^el wit hill a elay. 
was going on in(‘essaT!tly. .As soon as the 
(Jenna.!! invasion eif wosterii. Wallachia had 
mate'rialised and tlu'ir fe>re'e*s liegun their 
adv'anec to the west. Field -Marshal von 
^hwkensen was te.) thre>w a eonsidt'rable part of 
his army across the Danube. The time wdieii 
the Gennan aniiies were appmaching the line 
of the Aluta was conside'red mo.«t appropriate# 
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RUMANIAN CAVALRY ON THE N(JRTH BANK OF THE DANUBE. 


for H crossing in forci" at >>istc)Vo. This town, 
the torniinus of a Bulgarian railway, lies about 
25 niilos cast of tlic line of the low<'r Aluta, 
whicli Count Scliiia'ttow’s force's were just 
apy^roaching. It was so advanced lliat a 
crossing of the ri\M*r by (ho enemy seriously 
(hreatened the' fia.nk anel lines e»f re'tre*at e>f 
any forces vvliieh the itinnanians might gathe'r 
on (he* t'asU'rn bank e>f- the Aluta. but was 
y(‘t sunicicntly ne‘a.r (e) the' district reae‘he*d 
by the Cerman fe)re(‘s which aelvance'd frean 
the west, tf» st'cure' a, sjite and sjK'euly junclieai 
be ‘tween the? two armies. 

On NoveMiibe-r d the* Ce'rman long-range* 
batteries ejpenod a beaiihanlme-nt aere>ss the* 
river. During thc! night of Nove'mber 22-2.1, 


afte'r (he e'lieany artil1e*ry hael sih'nce'el the* 

mii<‘h we*ake‘i- Kiimaniau guns, the* Danube 
was suelile'uly ee>ve‘i*e‘<l with e'ne*my e*ra.f( which 
lead hithe*rte) hiin hieleh'u ill the* chamu'ls 
a.nel lakes eai the* Ibilgariau bank. Steam 
fe‘rrie*s e*arrie'd (he* first ( h*rimui ele*t achmiad s 
ae*r< »ss 1 he river, einel as sesai as I he'y liael 

gaine*el a. tirm fe)e)the)ld eui the* e>ppe»site* siele* 

a pe>ntoe>n brielge* was 1hre)wn ae’re)ss it; anel 
f.lie'n stre'ngthene'el })y the* .Austrian e*ngine*e*rs 
ae*e*e»rehng (<> the* se)-e*alle*el lle*rbe‘rl " syste*ni. 
Its striie't me* w as sue'h as to admit t he* t raiispe)rl. 
e*ve*n of h(*avy n.rtill<‘ry. 1'h(* i)assage was 

e'ffe'cte'd at the* same* place* at w hie*h (he* l<,u*-Bijins 
had e*re)sse'd the* rive*r in IH77, but whilst 40 ye'eirs 
e*arhe‘r t e'e*]mie*a.) re*semre*e*s we*re' as y«*t se> little* 
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dovol()pt*(l tliat tho work had taken fully 
days, in 101(> a river about 1,000 yards wide was 
bridged in 18 luairs. The* enemy o]jerations 
were very mueh favoured by the \\eathc‘r 
prev^ailing in th<' Danube region towerds the 
I'nd of XfiveinlK i*. Tt* had bt^eti thawing h>r a 
few days and thc^ air was mild, almost warm, 
but the water of the Danube was eold w^ith 
melted snow ; the warm air over the eold wafer 
was naturally filled with <lense fog. The first 
erossings of the river could thus b(' eff(*etod 
under eovc'i*. 

Jly Novem>)(‘r 20 an entires army-group 
composed of (k'rman, Hulgarian and Turkish 
tnaips had reaeh(‘d th(^ Ibimanian bank of 
the ri\"(*r and d<‘ployed fan -like towards the 
north. Tt was l(*d hy <teii(*ral von Ko.seh, 
who, at th<‘ outt>reak of the war, had been in 
• command of tlu^ 10th Prussian Division at 
Posen. Dy Novemlx^r 2ti his troops stood 
before tlu^ gates of Alexandria. IMeantime 
the landing operations w(‘re exteiuh'd in both 
directions ; in th<^ wc*st, ch'taehinents of 
iriferior troops us(‘d only for s<M'\dee behind th<‘ 
lines w<*re uiovcmI across the Danube into the 
o(M*upii*d parts of W’allaehia to rc'lievc* t lu^ 
invading a-riuies of tia' care of thf‘ clistriets 
in th<‘ir rear. .\t Corabia, in the e<‘ntn‘. 



Bulgarian cav'alry was thrown across the 
Jhinube to co operate with Count Schmettow’’s 
fonres. At Samovdta, at the terminus of the 
railway from Sofia, a crossing had been effected 
on the same day as at Sistovo. Finally, 
.some 30 miles east of Sistovo, opposite the 
town of Huslchiik, the t(*rminus of Bulgarian 
railw ays from Tirnov'a and from Varna, artillery 
preparations were hegun for crossing the 
Damihe only some 30 miles due south of Buka- 
rest. On November 27 the Bulgarians cro.ssed 
<lu‘ river and occu])ied the town of Oiurgevo. 
Soon nothing was left of tlu? once prosperous 
town. “ Tho view” of the ga]>ing ruins of 
(Jiurg(‘vo is simply grue.some,” wrote the 
special <*orrcspon(lent of the Vienna Arbe^tor- 
ZeUiuHf under date of D(*e(*mher 10, 1010 — 
liis namf‘ was Hugo S^'hulz. and his feelings 
J^ulgaro-Ch'rman. “ (Jiurgev^o had first heeomc* 
the target of hea\\v artillc'ry during th(' artillery 
du(*l whicli liad been t)ro(*e(Mling from hank to 
hank, and wlnUever liad surv ivetl it j)erished 
during the rapture and tiu' street fighting 
wliich took place in the town. The Bulgarians, 
who take the wiir iigainst Hu mania as an 
entirely ]H‘rsonal matt(‘r, gavi‘ way to their 
hitt<‘r hatred and did the work w]jol<*>h<‘artedly. 
\\ hatev(‘r had l)e(*u spared hy the flames, the 

} 
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A WAK CORRESPONDENT'S CAR FORDING A STREAM DURING THE RE I REA P 

OF THE RUMANIANS. 


f^ulga-riaiis iittrrly d('str()y<'(l in thoir wrath.” 
Ill tho further iiiv^asi(.)ii of the country tlu'y vii‘d 
witli tlio (.t(^rinans in looting and ilcva..st at ious. 
fndiH'd, “ r(*([uisit ioniiig ” was done \iridt‘r tla* 
highest auspices and bast'd on a detlnito theory 
t hat “ Kimiania sliould pay in full t h<* expens<*s 
of its t)wn invasion.” (ierinan military ct»r- 
rc\spoiidents, in their utter absence of all moral 
seust*. have left in jiiany disj)atches ])lentiful 
testimony of the way in which their armies 
exploited the count ry ; no l<*ss interesting is 
the complacency with which these* authorised 
eye-witnesses watclu'd their procc’dure. Kven 
Herr Schulz t)f the N’ienna Arbcitcr-Zrltunff. 
whom his Socialist views might have endowc*<l 
with sympathies extentling lM*yond the borders 
of his own country, watched tlie spf)liation 
and misery of thf^ Rumanian peasant witJi the 
higher philosophical calm. “ Our troops could 
not possibly have marched at this rate liiul not 
Rumania so much <;attle. so many gec*.sc. 
pigs and poultry. The ^^'allaehian plain is 
covered with thriving villages very different 
from the poor Jiamlets in the mountains on 
the northern border of the country. '1 he 
invading forces live Iiere in great styl<* . . .” 
As to the feelings of the Rumanian pofisant. 


TTerr Schulz console's himself n.nd his Socialist 
h'adc'rs in anoth<'r dispatch by saying that 
“ aftc'i* all tin* war is not' a ])hilanthropi(; 
institution and least of all in (*nemy ccaintry ” — 
('specially wlu’ii tin* (h'rmans a-nd Rulgarians 
tho invaders, he might ha.v(‘ added with 
good justiticat i»»n. 

Xovember 25 ap[>ro\ima.tely marks tla* 
beginning of thii conci'iitrii^ C'nemy advance! 
in th(^ dirt'ction of the river Argesh, which 
extends in front of Rukan'st across the Wal- 
lachiaii plain. '^Phe army -group und(‘r (h nern-l 
von Morgen, on tin? extremes left of the (h*rman 
line, finding it impossilih* to break through 
along the roful from Fr(*deal to Floeshti — it 
did not reach even Sinaia until l)('(*('mbc*r 5 — 
directed its main forces towards Uampolung 
and enten'd it on Xovember 2t). 'J'lK'ir success 
in that region was due* not to any superi(»rity 
ov(*r th(^ opposing Rumanian forces, liut to the 
pressun? exercis(*d by th(' neighbouring (k*rman 
army-group from the direction of th(^ Red 
'Power Pass. In \’icav of fh(^ enemy advance 
in the district of Dragashani, Slatina, and 
( 'aracalu. the Rumanian Aluta Group liad had 
to retire from its positioii in the mountains,. 
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a.nd on Novombor 25 1 lio troops of Cli'iioral 
KrafTl vfni Dolmonsiiigon had .roachod liiin- 
nic Vak*(*a and Tigvoni (in the valloy of th<‘ 
'I'opologii). In front of (kirlea de3 Argosh tin* 
rearguards of tljo Kunianian First Ann> 
offorod a dotorminod n^sistanco, and it was 
not until Novoiubor 27 that tlio Gormans 
oapturod this important raillH‘n.d at tln^ foot 
t>f tho main ( ^irpathian range. Jly tlui night of 
Novein})or 27 tlio onomy lino <.*.xtondod fron» 
Harrnanosliti, in the valloy of tho Domna. 
past Dragani, on tho road from Himnio 't4» 
Fitoshti, past Vatasosti to .Tsv<iru, M)u(h-('o.st of 
Slatiiui and some 75 miles wost of !5ukarc‘st. 
On November 20 tho onomy entered Pitf*shti, 
in tlu* rear of tho t^ampoluiig (Iroiip, wliioh had 
now to n'tn'at through tho Dambovibsa Valkiy 
town.rds Targovishte. IMen.ntim(\ in tho centre, 
th(^ army-grotips of Gtmt'ral von Kiihno and 
(k^iint S(*hmetto\v continued t heir- advance to 
lilt' west, w liilst south-west. t>f Jiiikarest tho 
growing forces of (Jermans, Bulgarians, and 
Turks ' iiiuk'r ( lent'ral von Koseh had ren.ehe<l, 
i»n November 27, a line whieh extended from 
( liurg(‘VO past I )i‘oganc'sti tow ards tin* upper 
eourso of tlu^ Yknlt'a river. 

To iiuM't. tho attack of the enemy the 
Rumanians had re-distributed their forces, 
<*oncent rating tht'in in two main groups iiorth- 
w^est and south-w’e*^t of Bukarost. They had 
})een enabled to do so by tho plentiful help 
which tho 3 ^ wt're now receiving from Ku.ssia. 
The entire Moldavian front h^wl been takon 


ov(‘r by th(' Russian armies so as to enable t ho 
Rumanians to fill tho gap w hich Jiml opened up 
Ixitwocn tho Carpathians and tho J^anube aft(‘r 
tho Germans had broken through at Targul-Jiu 
and invaded tho Wallacliian plain. TIh* armi(.‘''‘ 
of (tenoral Lechitsky and Geiuiral Kalt'din, 
of Lutsk fame, were now covering the western 
frontier of Moldavia, an^l by jissuming the 
offensivo against the Austrian foretJS iii tlie 
beginning of December deprived thc*m of the 
initiative in that sector of the front. For tho 
imom^' also had concentrated troo})s in that 
resiion, evidently intending to d(‘bouch from 
the mountains into Moldavia ; had he suc- 
ceeded in reaching the Sert‘th line, his mo\’«‘nu'nt 
would have seriously com[)romised, if not 
completely (ot i>ff, the retn^at, of our Alli«’s 
from Wallachia. J.k‘sides the First Austro- 
Hungarian Arm^^ under Gent^ral von Arz, 
which had been concentrated mainly in tho 
southern ])arts of tho Moldavian })lain, our 
Allies had to face in the northern sectors tlie 
7th Austro-Hungarian Army und(‘r General 
von Kbvess. The Russians had also taken 
ov<*r ju-actically the entire deh*nce of the 
Dobrudja, whit;h now rested in the hands of 
Gencnd Sakharolf. Final I Kus.sian troops 
were beginning to appear oven in the plain 
south of Bukareet. The Rumanian armies, 
now under tho supreme command of General 
Averoscu, were distributed in the following 
manner ; tho Second Army eontinucxi to hold 
the passes south of Kronstadt^ whilst tho 
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First Army was liDlding tho region Pitoshti, 
wost-uorth-west of J^ukarest. South ;md 
south-west of Buka.ivst*a now ^^roup of divi- 
sions, including parts of wliat luid previously 
been the 3rd and 4th Armies, was constituti'd 
under the leadership of General i'resau. wlio 
had previously highly distinguished liim^elf 
as Commander of the 4t]i Anny. Wliilst on 
the northern and north-w»vteru front it wa-^ 
the intention of the Ivumanians merely to 
contain tlie enemy forces, south-west of 
Ihikarcst our Allies proposed to assume the 


eshti. Tt WiV; on this line that ( eaieral 1’n‘sau 
had decided to meet the enemy mlvance, and 
the next day saw the opening of his <*ounter- 
offensive. Tlie force's under his eomuiaiul we're 
gri>upeHl in the folle>wing way: seiuth-e'ast. 
e)f Bukare'st, l)etwe^s‘n the te)wn ami the? Danube 
the> 4t>th Kiissian l)ivi.sie>n was aelva.ne*ing 
te> the west; duel south e)f Bukare'st ste>od a 
Kumanian tle>taehiue'nt uiiele'P tia' command 
e»f (Je'iu'rjd thmeovese'ii ; ne'xt te> it, south- 
we'st of Ihikare'st, the iMst l)i\ isieui ; thee 
right, wing e)f (h'lU'ral Vre san s loree*s was 





RUMANIAN I IHLD KITCHHNS NEAR PhOESllTI. 


■offensive', to outflank from the north the? 
German Army of the* J)anu])C} unde’r (.h*ne*ral vejii 
l\os(?,h and to press it hack against the^ Danube?. 

By No\'emher 29 the Arm\' of (ieiieral ve)n 
Kejscrli, eompejsed of Xe)rth-( Je'rimin, Bav'arian. 
Bulgarian, '^rurkisli, and Austro - f lungariau 
treiops had re'aela'd a line* e\t(*neliiig from 
4 luniant./j, pa.st ( 'aJugare'iii to Ge»mana eni tla? 
i'iver Xeaj!o\'ii, a- railway sf-atie>n alxjut half- 
way bet we^en ({iurge?ve> and Bukai'est — i.o., 
•only se'une* Iti mile's froi.ii that city. About 
the same time' its le'ft wing e-rosseel the Pite-sliti- 
Uiurgevo railway in the valley f>f the? river 
■( JIavacioeuI. Du X"ov<*mbf*r 39 the* e*ne*my 
forced a crossing of the Xe?ajle^vu ne*ai' .Mihal- 


formrd of two groups, oia* eonsisting of tlie 
91 li anel I9tli Divisie)ns pre'vioiisl v' e*m|)loy<'el 
in the* Dejbrudja, the* othe r eef tlie* 2nei and ot h 
Di\isions. It;se*<*ms 1e) hav'e^ b<*<*n tin* inte ntie >n 
of the* Kumanian (^>mmanel t.o a.el\'ane‘f‘ on tJi<? 
e*xtre*ine5 right, wing a streaig fore*e* which wouM 
have* ]aisheel its way in be*lwe‘i'ii the* Daniiho 
Arm\* a.nel tlie* (H‘rma.n e*<*nfr*e*. "The* plan w a- 
perfe'cfly seamd. and ea-me* \e*i*y ne*a.r being 
re*aliseel. Tf fully sue*ee‘ssful, it. we>iild )ui\'t* 
re‘sulte*d iu a \e*rital)le* disaste'r fe>r the (h'rman 
right, wing. Ou De*e*«‘ml)e*r 1 the* Kumaiiiati 
tre)e)]>s tlire'W' the* advanee'd euie'iiiy fe>ree*s hae*k 
a<*re)ss the rive*r X<*ajle)vu, de*fe*ate*(^ ou the* 
< Ilavaeieieul the d’urkish eh vision which iimve'd 
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on tli 0 extreme left wing of the lirmy-groiip of 
General voii Kosch and also the main bodv' 
of the Oermano-Rulgarian forces in the region 
of Ghimpati and Mihalesti, driving tlieiu towards 
the south and capturing 30 guns and a few 
thousand i^risoners. Following up this initial 
victory our Allies succeeded in encir(‘li ng part 
of the Gorman forces and the position of the 
enemy seemed already hopeless wlum at the 
last moment a '^rurkish division appeared 
in the rear of General Pres in's tro<^[)s insti^ad 
of a Rumanian division — tliis failed to come 
in time. For a second time .Maekenseii, 
by his impetuous tactics, had come very 
near suffering defeat, and again, as in the 
Rattle of Lodz in 1014, ho \\as saved by 
the fact that a subordinate conimaiider on 
the side of our Allies failed to play his part 
in the battle. Following on the arrival of tlu' 
Turkish division further German nanforct*- 
monts mad(^ their appearanet^ and the sitnation 
changed completely. Idie Humauians found 
tliornselvos surrounded in the district north of 
Calugareni, the group comp<jsed of tlio 2nd 
and 5th Divisions broke* jind retirc'd in disordc'i* 
in the direction of Jhikarest ; of the Ot li and 
19th, Gwo of the liest Rumanian l)ivisit)ns, 
only remnants succeeded in lighting (heir way 
through to the roar. (h*ne‘ral Presan’s right 
wing, whicli only on tiie previous day had won 
sueh a signal suecess, now suftcnul a crushing 
defeat. Many of the d(*tails of the hat-tle an^ 
bound to remniii for e\'t*r moot ])oints of 
history. Kven the re^ports given out from 
the best-infta’ineil fpeirters seem to contra- 
diet one another on certain points, and much 
of the confusion w]ii<‘h surrounds the actions 
^♦of December 2 and Decenil)c*r 3 is not lik(‘ly 
over to bo unravelled. The Germans claim 
to have found in possession of two staff oni<HTs 
belonging to the 8th Rumanian Division, 
whofti they captured on December 1 at Ratest i 
•(on the Piteshti-Rukarest road), orders wliich 
disclosed to thorn the nature of the Rumanian 
strategic plan. They furtlier claim that, 
having thus found out that the Rumanian 
forces were all concentrated in two groups 
and that no serious counter-attacks or resist- 
ance need have been expected in the centre, 
their Command iinmcdiat<*ly decided to break 
up the army-group of General von Kiihne 
which operated in tliat region ; its left wing, 
including the 4 1st Division under General 
Schmidt von Ivnobclsdorf, wheelt^d towards 
the north against the left flank of the Rumanian 


armit's which were holding the region of Piteshli 
and Targovishte. The right wing of the* group, 
inchiding the 11th Ravarian Division and also 
Austro-Hungarian troops, wlieeled in the 
op]K>site direction, turning its face. to the sonth, 
and thus came up on t he right Hank of Gi'iiernl 
Presan’.s forces. Mciintime (lu* cavalry of 
(*ount Schmettow dr<'w a scrocn a.cross tin* 
(k*rman centn*. This may or may not he part 
«>f the triK* history of the douhle battle fought, 
on the river Argesh in)rth-west- and south-west 
of Rukarest. One thing, however, is certain - 
that even so it would not have* resulted in a 
decisive deh'at liad it not been for th<i indolenee 
of certain Kunuvnian subordinate commanders 
iiiul the downright negligence of one of th<‘m, 
a eert aiu ( h'lieral Sosescu who was a- naturalized 
German, and whose original name luul bet*ii 
Sosek. He was siibsetpit'ntly court-mart ialled, 
eashiered, jhuI condt'iuned to imprisonment. 
'J’hi* Ibimaniari ehit'f commander, in the battle 
south-west of Ruka.r<'st — also called the battle 
of the Nt'ajlov^u — Gc'iieral Presan, eondiietc‘d tins 
battle in a way which ditl him honour and no 
blame for the defeat attached io him. In 
ac5knowlcdgincnt of the (list inguishtHl work 
done by him h(^ was soon aftt*r tla* battli* of 
N(‘ajiovu appointed Chief of tlu* Humanie.n 
G<‘n(‘ral Staff. 

Meantime, on tla* north-wt'stern front tla* 
enemy forces were advancing down t la* Arg('.sh, 
t la* Dambovitsa and tla* U])per lalomitsa \ alleys 
r, gainst a liia* exbmding from (laeshti past 
'rargovishbv to Valca J^imga.. Tlaj Rumanian 
< roops undiT G(*nera.ls Pctala and Ja)mbru were 
holding out. bravt‘ly', but, (iverwhcliia'd by tla* 
superior German forces, bad to givc^ "ay, and 
withdr<;w in tla^ direction of 'J'itu, tla* junction 
of tla* railways from Piteshti and Targovishte. 
Also here our Alli(*s sutT(*red much from d(*fect.s 
in tla‘ir organization. At oiw time during tla> 
retreat a situation arose from which consider- 
able gain iniglit have accrued to the Rumanians. 
Om? of their divisions succ('‘eded in g(d.ting into 
the rear of the enemy, but this information 
did not reach the eommanding general until it 
was too lat.<», whe^n the main army had already 
withdrawn aeross a river and blown uf) the 
bridges 'I'lie Gomians continued advancing 
on the entire front. With the captures of 
Targovishte th(^y reaeh(Ml the c^lgi^ of the 

Rumanian oilfields and the lateral njad which 

♦ 

leads to the east in the direction of Plo(*shti. 
They had hopc?s of rich booty and great captures. 
Xeithc^r was to materialize 
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RUMANIANS RETIRING ACROSS THE RIVER ARGESH. 

|{y I)< o< inbiT 4 nil ln)j)0 of holdiiif; UnkiiiTst. from (lie- conln- varviiifr hoUvcoii tlin-c' mul 

\\ oiifiroly ul>mi<loii(al, mid tli(.i Riimmiimi soviai inilos mul nro sojiiimtcil l>v ijit*‘i‘\'ids not 

troo|is were wit.hdriiwiiiii (owm-dw (lio on.st <-xcc<-diiiK llircc miles. Even (lie priiieipiiJ 

tliioii^li (lit* wliole widt'li <il hjii.^‘(erii \V iillnoliiti-. line ot resistimei*, flK'n'Iore, mnomifed to ii 

'I’here lind never been miy inlention of bolding lenpr(|, „f about r>n miles, and if was <-al<Milat.ed 

Ibikaresf itself as a forf ress. 1 1 is true t be city lliat at least I2I),()(M» men would have been 

is surrounded by an impressive girdle of repnired to bold tbe fortress. Ibit tlie mo.st. 

delacbi'd works composed of IS large forts imjiortantof tbes(> clefenees bad been organized 

and an eipial nmidier of smaller forts ami so far back as l.SSti and were iipletely 

batteries. 'I’liesi- ar<- sit uated at <listmiees obsolete. ^:veIl tlie experiences of t be .\ustrians 



THE RUMANIAN RETREAT: AN IMPROVISED BRIDGE. 
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{i\ rrzc'inysl, when' they had an inmuiise 
superiority of artilli'rv over tin' 

Kussian forees, can hardly lui.ve eneourajii'd 
the KiunaTiians to try to hold Ihikarc'st. It 
would liave Im'oii she<‘r folly to shut u]» a-n annv 
of sueh size in a fortress of an ohsoUde typi', 
insunieieiitly siipplii'd willi artillery. ]f th<‘ 
(Jernians wrrr spn'adino; news for a fortnight 
Ix'fore the fall of I^uka.rest alxiut. the ^ueatix'ss 
of the fortress a.ud its import a.nc(\ this was 
partly due to a ilesire to make the most of the 
expect ea]jture‘, and partly in oixler to <'nahle 
the (lerman command to indulge in tin' de 


t hi' l)a.nul)e at Sistovo reaelu'd th(‘ i*ity. 

his m‘\vs had falh'ii likt' a thunderholt on the 
eapitak and the authorities n'ei'i\ed the order 
to evaeualt' it as soon a.s p<>s>ihl<*. “The tir^t 
few tla.\s which followi'd after tlu' I'vaeuation of 
the town, wrote an t\ve witness, “ will ri'inain 
<it'‘eply 4‘nv!i'a\'ed in tlu' nainoi’N' of the in- 
habit ant 'I’he cry ‘ 'I’ht* ( {('riiians an* eorninu ! ’ 
tilled the pj)pulation with terna*. and t*V(*rybody 
tried to esc-ape. Tlu* word ‘ <u ereniwded ' 
only ina(h*(|uately dt'st*ribes the state of th<' 
trains. Trices liki* iSt) w «'re offered for 
eerria’.res to Thieshti, which is distant sona* 





THE OILFIELD AT MORENI. 


st rued ion of an open town. On l)(“eembf*r d 
the Kumaniaii (Jovernment ])rom)>liy counter- 
acted that ]>ropajj:anda liy declaring otlieially 
that “well before the commencement ol t he 
war, as is known to our enemies, Ihikarest was 
deprived of tJu* eharacier of a. fortress, and 
when the danjjtf'r of occupation jaesented itselt 
steps W’ere taken for tlie evacuation of the city 
by the military f‘lc‘ments, but not ))y the <*ivil 
population, which lias been enjoined to remain 
in tlu; city." 

The evacuation of J3ukarest began on the 
4 ^y when the news of the enemy having crossed 


miles from Ihikarest.” *^1 he Miiiist ei’s, 
tie* Allied Legations and llie ba.nks wc'n* 
transf«*rred to .Ja.ssy, and hy a Hoyal Decree 
tia* meeding of the* llumaniaii Tarlia,nn*nt wis 
post p<^>ia'<l and I*a.rliament was ord»‘red to i*<*- 
a,-^sembl^‘ at Ja.'-sy. On December I the last 
m<‘mh<*rs of t la* Cabinet left Ihikarest. TIa* 
thuiah-r of tia* invaders’ guns eould be alri'afly 
di>tinfdly beard in tia* <‘ity, ))iit. tia* panic 
wbieb bad at first broke'ii out in the town 
gave* place to >1 fe*e*ling C)f de|»n*ssion and 
r«*signation. 'The stre'tts wen* patrolled by 
troops for the piir[)ejs(j of maintaining order. 
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As a inatt<*r of fact tliis was not ii<*(u*Hsary, 
as life seein(‘<l to have l^oeoint* completely 
[)ara]ysed in gay and busy (?ity. On 

Monday, I)<‘c<*m])er 4, a terrific report awoke the 
capital. 1'he arsf*nal liad been blown up by 
<h<i authorities. With the destruction of this 
establishment the last }iop(\s of the Jhikarest 
population w(*re gone. Theni could be no 
doubt regarding the future. 

On I)(‘C(‘mlK‘r 5 Fi(4d-Marshal von Mackensen 
s(mt an ofh<.*er under the flag of truce into 
Hukarest, calling uj)on it to surr(‘nder. He 
came back itx the early morning of the following 
day with tla^ report that there was no fortress 
r)f Jlukarest and no commander, and that tlie 
impressive ceremony for which the Field - 
Marshal had been preparing could not be 
(‘limited. On t lie same day t he (Germans entered 
th(^ city, Mackenson w^ith liis staff taking up 
h('tulqiiart(Ts in the Royal Palace. Rut the 
iliiy on w'liich tlu^y entered the ca[)ital was 
dark with smoke and the night wiiich followed 
was illutninated ; the flames and the smoke 
wM*re rising from the burning oil-tanks and 
wells in the district of Ploesliti. One of the 
richest regions of the world was being destroyed 
in order to prevent the enemy from getting the 
much -coveted oil. This was the work of 
(\)lon<d Norton (Irilliths, M.P., who acted with 
iwtraordinary speed, energy and courage. 

On December 4 (General TiiltY von Tschepe 
und WeidtMibach, at the outbreak of the war 
Commander of the 8th Rhenish Army Corps 
at Kobl(*nz, was a[>pointed military Oovernor- 
(l(‘neral of the occupied districts of Rumania. 
Austrian and Rulgarian Vii*e-Oovernors were 
])laced undi‘r^ him. Ho was instructed by 
(kTinan headf(uarters to use Rumanian land 
in the same way as Relgium and Poland had 


been used. To him these words contained a 
very material meaning, for at the head of the 
8th Army Corps he had taken part in that first 
invasion of Relgium which will for over remain 
a stain on the honour of the German nation. 
I[o was now exf>licitly instructed to try to 
f>rovide from Rumania the needs of the Central 
Powers which were “illegally cut off” from 
the High Seas by Great Rritain. That he 
should not be able to do so had, how’over, boon 
s€^en to by the Allied (V^rnmanders. On the 
fall of Rukar(\st, General von Heinrich, pre- 
viously Governor of Lille -hence, also an 
experienced man — was appointed Military 
Governor, of Rukarest. One of the first acts 
of the German administration was an ingenious 
edict whereby a heavy w ar tax was levied from 
the capital. Th(i circulation of paper money 
was forbidden, unless marked as German, for 
which .‘10 per cent.. of the value of the notes was 
dcMiianded. 

M<‘antime, the German and Aiistrian Pr(*ss 
was busy spreadings throughout the world 
allegations to the otYect that enemy troops 
had been welcomed in the capital of Rumania. 
Th(^ true (*xplanation of whatever facts there 
were for that allegation can bo found in a 
despatch from Dr. Koester published in the 
Vienna Arbeiter-Zeitung and dated December, 
Rukarest, ho says, is really judged by 
its main street, and what happens in this half- 
mile, with its theatn's, cinemas and cafes, is 
flescribed as ropn'senting its public opinion. 

“ It is natural that t he Germans, Austrians 
and Hungarians resident in the town are now 
pushing forward in this half-mile and that 
many wdio had hitherto kept silent now 
suddenly have rediscovered their Gorman 
hc‘arta.” 



CHAPTER CLXXX. 


THE GERMAN PEACE CAMPAIGN 
OF DECEMBER, 1916. 

Situation in Germany, August, i9l6 — STOCK-xAKiNti in I^kkmn Military Disappointments 

AND New Policy Dismissal op Falkenhayn and Appointment of Hindenburg Belgian 

Deportations — “ Freedom ” and Consi’ription for the I^oles — The Auxiliary Service 
Law — Peace or “ Ritthless ” Submarine Warfare — Origins of the 1*eace Campaign — 
The German Notes of De< ember 12 — Boasts of Victory — The American Feai^e Note-- 
Scandinavian and Swiss Notes (Ierman Reply to I'nited States Allies’ Reply to Knemy 
Powers ( Germany and Neutrals Allies’ Reply to United States ’I’he Belgian ‘Note - 
Mr. Balfour’s Dispatch to Washington— Germany and the Allies’ 'Perms Mr. Wilson’s 
Speech to the Senate-— German Announi^ement of “ I^nrestrictkd ” Submaiune Warfare — 
Perfect Piracy — Germany defies the World. 


O N st^veral oec-asioiis < luring the first 
two years of war German iliploinae^’ 
tested the firmness, now of one ami 
now of , another, of the Kntente 
Powers by suggestions of peace whi<-h wore eon- 
voyed through neutral ^•haun<^ls with varying 
degrees of definiteness. While, however, there 
were pcTiods in 1915 and at the begiuiiiiig of 
1916 when both the German Government an<l 
the ejerman public seriously- believed in tlie^ 
possibility of a sejiarate peace with one or otliiT 
of the Allies, the year 1916 was a year of’ 
dwindling hop<i. As has alretwily been observe* I, 
the German peaee talk merely stn‘ngthencMl 
the determination of the Allies.* Th<^ assault 
on Verdun was a costly military failure ; it 
was also a political disaster. As tlu* dis- 
tinguished German historian, Prtifessor 
Meineeke, explained in the Frankfurter ZeJinng 
on December 31, 1916, the political origin of 
the unde^'taking against Verdun was the belief 
that it would “ prove to the French that they 
could no longer win, and that they would do 
• Vol. IX.. p. 3til loll. 

VoL XI.— Part 143. 


better to end a war which had lost all prospects 
for tlusii.” Tim i'ollapse of tht* German 
“ polifico-military idea’’ was followed by the 
treinendous Battle of the Sommts which 
dcpriv'cd Germany of thi^ initiative and taught 
her, in particular, that she nt) longer held the 
supi^riority in organization and material. 
(hTinany was coinp(‘IUsl tf) rcvk*w the whoU» 
situation afresh, and to pn^parc^ for greattT 
efforts than any she hml yet riiiute, and to *to 
so in full recognition of th*' facti— to cpiote 
Profc.ssor Meinecke’s lucid statement - that 
she e<nild no longer Ioc»k for military decisions 
“ in the full peiuM; -compelling sense,” and that 
she must fall bac-k u|)oii ” th«? idea that the 
sacTifices demanded by tlie continuation of the 
war no longer bear any reflation to th<* military 
results whi(‘h can ^till be ex|)ectc<l, and that it 
is statesmanlike, intelligent and wise to abandon 
the intention of dest ruction, which after alt 
does not lead to destruction, and to seek a 
reasonable compromise.” 

At the end of August Gcnnan anxieties were 
increased by the intervention of Rumania and 
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Ilio lUilian i»>ii of war on (ionnany, 

an^l Horliii at onot* sot aljoiit a >>cii(*ral military 
and |)olitif*aI sf ock-takiii;^. Tlit* rosiilts wcro 
only gradually discloxMl, and tlia s<*(jiien<*(‘ of 
«*vi*nts was <*aUMilr,t <'d to o})^,(•uro tiu* (*liariu*t(*r 
an<l |>iir|>os<‘ of tin* (iorntan docisif/ns. 'Fhov 
won*, first, to n*orjra.ni/.t‘ t ho suj)rona* oonnnaml, 
4 ‘S|)ooii'dly hy making Marsluil von 1 1 in(lon}>iir^, 
ill na.:no si.t k‘ast , military dictator ; soooiKlly, to 
inoroa-o (Ii*r»im.n man-pow’t*r, I'spooially for tlio 
[imposes <'f the munitions industry, fiy a. nc‘W' 



HKKK VON BFTHMANN-HOLLWHC ON 
HIS 60fli BIRTHDAY (NOV. 29, 1916). 

He is seen walking in the Oarden of the 
Heichskanzlerpalnis with his IJnder-Secretary, 
Herr Wahnschutl'e. 

form of industrial oonsorijit ion in (Jormuny, by 
t ho (h'portat ion of t ho a.b1o-l lodiod <‘ivilian |ki|>u- 
lation of Holgium, anil by tin* jiroolamat ion of 
a sha-m kingdom in Uussian Poland as a st<*|> 
to oonsoript ion of the Polos ; thinlly, to propart* 
by till* spoo host possible* oonstruotion of sub> 
marines anil traininu: of crows for the intro- 
duction of “ruthless” submiM’ino warfare 
ih^nin^t haiuland ; and, fourthlN’, to initiate 
jiroposa's of jioaco, w iiioh, if they did not 
aoliioN't* dirocf suooi*ss, mi[j:ht servo as justi- 
lioation <‘(*rtainly in (lorinaii oy<*s, and oon- 
ooi\a.bly in neutral, end es[)eeially American, 
<\vos for th(* lunv submarint* oainpaimi. It 
has already been seen (Phajiter (d.iXX\’ J I.) how 
tlie efforts to oiitaii^lo the Pnitod States in the 
peaet* intrigue led s[)eedily, as soon a»s ( h*rmany 


proeet'dotl to disavow' her pledges rogeTtlin^ 
submarine warfare, to the American ru[)turo of 
di[)Iomatie relations, and then to tht^ American 
tieelaration of war. It is now neot^ssary to 
nwiow the ])eaee (‘am[)aign itself, to sk(*to)i 
the dev'elopm(*nts in (Germany tif wliieJi the 
peace campaign formed an t*ssi‘ntial part, and 
to record the important and far-reaching 
declarations of policy wJiieh it produ (*d. 

'rill* first mo\'o in tlio n“W' direction wa,s (lie 
e.nnouncemont on August ‘itt, Pllti, that (lenoral 
\ on Kalkt*nha.yn, w ho ha.d supplanted Poiint 
Moltke a.l the end of J911, had lii'on romovoil 
from the oflii'o of (Miiof of tin* (Ireat (lenoral 
Staff, that Pield-Marshal von llindonburg had 
bi'en appointed “(Miii'f of the (len(*ral’ Stafi 
of the Piold Army,” and tha.t Hindonburg*s 
chief su[)por*tt‘r and adv iser, ( J(*neral v'oii 
Ludendorff, had b(*en given the new ajipoint- 
ment of “ First Quart ('rmaster-Clenerah” Tlie 
disgrace of Falk(‘nhayn was ostentatious 
[)unishm(‘nl for tlie disastrous Western Pam- 
paign of I hit), a-nd Fa.lkenha.yn was promjitly 
sent away to dea! with Rumania, for wliose 
inf (a'vention his stra-tegy was held r(*sponsible ; 
politic-ally, Falkenhayn's fall was a trium|)li 
for the* lmp(‘rial Phaiic<‘llor, Iferr \'on Rc*th- 
mann-Hollw eg, a.gainst whom In* had intrigued 
almost as persist (*nt ly as hid Admiral von 
'Firpit'/. Henceforwa.rd the* Hindc*nburg- 
biideiidorff eombiirition wa.s to be* siipremt*. 
It was ludorious, in all circles that knew any- 
thing of the* truth, that Liidendorff was the 
brain of the* part nershij), and that • Ifinden- 
burg's “genius” was mainly the creation ot 
the* Berlin Press Burc*au. But Hindciiburg 
“ the victorious. ])rott*<*tor of the* Fastt*rn 
front,” as the Raise*!* e*alle‘d him in the Ord<*r 
announcing his ajipointment was the^ idol' of 
the people*, and his na.me* was as sure* to justify 
fre-;h sae*rilice^s as to cover a multitude of 
failtiri*s. As 77ee '/'Inirs obser\'ed, the* Hiiidt'n- 
burg l(‘gend had endure*d ine.ire persistently 
t lum anyt hing edst* in (lerman public opinion; 
it had deve*lope*el a veritable* Ifindenliurg 
maniei, and the (lovernme*nf rightly caleulati'd 
that the country would acci‘|)t almost anything 
that was iiroposi'd on ITindenburg's authority. 

d'he first task of flu* new* regime was to 
% reorganize and expand all possible n*sources in 
iiieii and munitions. It was decided to 
initiate legislation which w’ould giv’c^ the 
military authe.irities (*rft*ctive control of labour 
outside the limits of the obligation to perform 
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inilitiiry sorvico, an«l plniis \\o «* hukIo tn secure 
special rations for the laliour einpl(»yeil in \va\r 
iirhistries. As th(‘ economic ])ressnr»* on (ler- 
inany increased, th<* idea, of the military 
authorities was to feed tli* army tiivt and tln‘ 
war workers second, and tt> lea\e the “ \iseless " 
civil population what remained. On Sep- 
tember 27 Himlenburg, in a letter which was 
not publislied until nearlv Iwn months later- 
wrote to tla* lm])erial ( 'hanci‘llor : 

Your ICxcellc'ney knows xNlnit t i t-iiK'niloiw la -k- lac** 
oiir iiiniiition iinhistrv it a sin«-«'s>fnl n•s^llt nt flu* wal- 
ls to bf' attiiined. 'Plu* t ictor is ilu* .s«iliitioii of 

the luhoiir jirobleiri, not only Ms roiranls tin* nuintii-rs ot 
work lie, but spi ally :'<ls tin of 

ample food to ('nable oach inuiv idual to pul fitrth Ins 
maxiriuiin nffort. ... It doo- not .srom to na* to In* 
sntlieieiit ly rec-ouniz ‘d ••voryw liaro anionur tlio iitHf-ial- 
llvat the 1‘xistt‘nre or nori-exist » mu-o of our poopk* luul 
Kinj>iiv is at stako. . . . It is impossible tor our working 


people to niaintain tbeir full sireii^tb if th«‘\ d^> not 

siu-eei*.l ill otitainin.; a sulbcitMit supply of fat, allotted 
to tlieni on a proper basis. . . . 

1 be^ M>iir l-Xit^IUMirN ino -,1 ur:;ently to impress upon 
idl I‘\‘<leral ( t*i ernmenl s. a Iminist rat i\ e and v-(>mmunal 
ant liorit i(*s. (h,. s,*riousiu‘->.-. of the situation, ami to 

demand that tlu*\ shall uso every means to pi\)\ nl<’ 
sutheient nourishment tor our munition workers, and 
innti* all iht* leavhnu' mtMi of all pjvrties as leaders ot th ' 
Army at home behind tin' phnvli and the hit In' to work 
to^etlu'i* ;:nd arou-e tin* Inrtr ’t’tutnn/rtfs Muion.' the 
ti of tin ell spe<»pl 

and innnM ton w orket-s. 

\\‘hil(‘ 1 1 indi'iiluir^ .-md his subordintitt's wen* 
workiiio; out tlu'ir schemes of reorpi-ni/.al ion, 
the Impt'rinl C 'Imnct'ller wns educating t h<^ 
KcicbstaL!: and, as »ift erw airds appeal ed, plot - 
liuLC peace schemt's with tla* Kaisiu’. In t ho 
middle of October llierc \\ tis an outburst of 
va^iK* pi'ate talk in the Ih'ichstayr, which wiis 
iuformt'd b\' the (dauicellor that t Ih' military 
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situation was “ grave and iliflicult/’ but that 
Himloubiirg and Liuiendorff w('re full of con- 
fidence. As for the peace scheme it was 
announced in Berlin on January 15, 1917, 
after the peace campaign had failed, that the 


Kaiser had on October 31 written the following 
letter from the Xeues Palais, Potsdam, to the 
Imperial Chancellor : — 

My dear Bethmanx, — I have since been turning 
our conversation thoroughly over in my mind. 
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is oIpai* that tho^ pj'ophvs t>t' tin* oiuMiiy foiiiii rit*y. k«*pt 
in A morbid war ivtinosphoro, ami laboiiritiL! iiiulor 
lies and frauds, and deluded by liiiluin-i and hatred, 
possess no men who ini^rht he able, or who mi^dit have 
tlie moral eourau:^', to speak the liberating word. 

To make tlu* propoval for peaee is a moral deetl, 
which is neeis-ary, in order to free tlie world, inehulinii 
neutrals, from the prt-ssure wliieh weighs upon all. 
Such a deed requires a riiler who lots a eonseienee. who 
fools that he i*.’ responsible to (bid, who has a heart foi 
his own pt'ople and for th<isi‘ (»f his enemies, who. 
indifferent as to any possibli* wilful niisinterpi*c‘tation 
ot his action, possesses tjio will to free the worhl from 
its sufferings. I have the eouraKe. trusting m (Jod. 

I shall dare to take this stei). Taiy the Note'- lu'fore me 
soon and prepare (*\ erytliing. 

(Signed) Winij \m I.P. 

Wlioii this chaiwtoristhi iloeunuMit whs 
piiblislied, doubts wort" t‘xprosst"<l as to its 
aiitheuticity, or, at any rate, as to its <lntt‘. 
In reality tho letter of* Oeto))er sluiws Jmw 
iiieely ealeulattnl was tho wlmlo Ceriiuiu 
operation. Six w etOvs ‘ olapsed l^eforo tin" 
(diaiie("llor was ready, in tho light of tlu" 
Kmpertu-'s “ eouseieiu*t^ ” and “ responsibility 
to Clod,” to protlut'e tlu" “ det"d ” which was 
“ to free the world from its sun'erings.” There 
w»is nuicli to bn done iu the interval — iiiueli 
that was worthy of tlie h(‘art that had bled 
for Loiivaiit” and w^as iiow' mo\(^d by the 
sufferings both of tlu^ Goiiiiau people and of 
enemy ])oople». At precisi^ly tho same moment 
when he was ordering tho Chtwuollor to iJr(»paro 
peace proposals th(^ Kaiiser liad sanetioned the 
now mau-povv(‘r scIk'hio, the Jh^lgian deporta- 
tions, and the eunuing proclamation of tlic 
” freeing of Poland.” Tho pc^riod helwoeu 
the end of October and tho iniddh} of i)i"comb<"r 
was occupied in carrying out tliis ” Hindeii- 
hurg jjrogranuue.’* 

On Octobt‘r 2tl, two days before the Kaiser 
wrote his “peace” instructions to the Chan- 
cellor, it was announced that General von 
Stein had been brought home from tho Soinino 
to bo Prussian Minister of War, in place 
of General Wdld von Hoh("nborn ; it was 
operdy stated that Stein’s aj)pointment was 
duo to the necessity of overhauling tho 
Berlin organization in the hglit of tho lunv. 
experiences to wiiieh tlu" (h*rman Army had 
been introduced in the VV^'st, Secondly, tliere 
was establi.shed within tho ^Ministry of AVar 
an entirely new' War Bureau (Knetjaumi), 
under a Wurteinberg general, Grdner, wdio 
had hitherto been Director of Field Rail- 
ways. Tho VWir Bureau was to deal w ith “ all 
matters connected with the general con- 
duct of tho war, the provision, (‘uiploymcnt, 
and feeding of the workmen, and tho pro- 


vision of raw' matt"rials, arms, and munitions,” 
aiul to be responsible t\»r all mattefs coiuu*t*ted 
witli the s\i]>})ly of drafts to the .\rmy. It was, 
in fact, al>t"lated imitation i)f the British Minis- 
try <'f Munitions, hut at the saiiu" time a Man- 
Power Ddiet", amd, inuler tlu" stress of the 
ecoiiomie situaition, it haul to eoii(*«*rii itself 
with thi" ft‘(‘ding of tiu" munition workers aiul 
tht'ir faunilies .“s \\i*ll as with theHupply of niw 
]nat("riails. 




fJHNRRAP CROnEH, 


C^hief of the “ War Kureaii ” of the Prussian 
Ministry of War, 

Th(' new Wavr Bun‘atu aib onco Ix'gaii ai cam- 
]iaiigii on laeluilf of indiist riail conscription, the 
pnx'bimait ion ait Wairsavw was tavkeu to heradd 
tIu) raiising of a ” I^olish Army” on the side 
of the Cent rad Pow a'rs, amd tlu) Belgiam deport a- 
ti^ms wen' <‘au’ri«'<l on w'ith extra'iiu' iuu'rgy 
amd brutality. As the Berlin I'wflivho Hiind* 
Hcfmu camalidly ol>serv'f*d on Xova'iidx"!’ 2 *i : 

In ovorylliirig which lui>. h(‘cn <loiic hikI iuitiatod in 
tho way f»l orgivji/at ion ^in**c Hindcnhurg’s iippoint- 
mcMifc w'o foci a single will, 'riii* '-oliition of the Jh'lgiaiti 
urn*iai)loyrnciit problem {»!•'), llio (;i*oatiori of a Polisli 
army, tho r«*orgaui/-al ion of our muitilions Hystem, anid 
fhet proclamation of at cornpiibory f.aihour Laww, a^ro 
thiiigM proccorliiig from a single root and ai xinglo will, 

'riio Germain Governina^nt wiis, indc'ed, in 
idl things — whet I uir in Ih^lgium, Polarut. or 
Gi'nnany — entirely under Prusshiu military 
ora lers. 
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The Oerman man-power seheino ultimately 
took shape in a Patriotic Auxiliary Service 
Pill, as it was called, which was introduced 
on Novf iiiber 21 and rapidly pas.sotl by the 
Reichstag. I’he new law provided that “ every 



As a proof of “democracy” the Inscription 
“DEM DEUTSCHEN VOLK” 

(**To the C^erman People”) was placed on the 
front of the Reichstag in 1916. 

male (lerman, from <h(' completion of his 
sevH‘nt(‘('nth to the comphdion of his sixtic'tli 
year, is, in so far as he has not be<‘n siimmouc'd 
to s^‘^vic(^ with the ariiu'd forces, liable to 
j)atriotic auxiliary s(‘rvice during the period of 
the Will’.'” Patriotic iiuxiliary service was 
defiiK^d as consisting, “ a])art from service in 
(lovernnn-ut olliec's and oflu'ial institutions, 
in parlHuilar in si^rviee in Wiir industry, in 
agricultures in the nursing of the sick, an<l in 
organizations of every kind of iui economic 
character connected with tlie war, as wvU as 
in otluT iindertiikings whicli are immediately 
or indir(»etly of im])ortauc(' for purpose's of th^^ 
conduct of the war or the^ ])rovisiou of tht‘ nv 
cjuirtMiuaits of tlu^ people.” The <‘ontrol of 
tlu^ scluMm^ was entrusted in JTussia to the' 
War Hureniu, anel in thei Stati's — Ravaria, 
Saxemy, ami W'urtembi'rg -whie-h still enjoye'd 
a me'asure^ e)f military inelepeuele*ue*e, te> orgaui- 
zatie)ns e'stablishexl on tlu> line's of cht> Prussian 
War Hure'au. Thus, at the be'ginning of 
1 It'e'e'inber, theiv had beu'ii imposc'el upon tlie^ 
thorough syste'in of military service a thore>ugli 
syste'm eif ee)mpulse>ry labeiur in (h'rmany anel 
of slavea’y in the e)ee*u}Meel territorie's. At the 
saiue time' tlie' const met ie>n of submarine's weis 
])roceeeling apace', anel o\e'ry e'ffort liael been 
made te) be*guile Ame'rican anel other neutral 
opinion, (le'rmany was now reaely to offt'r 
the we>rlel the blessings of a CJerman peace. As 


a preliminary to the operation? the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, Herr von Jagow, 
resigned oflico at tho end of November, and 
was succeeded by the Under-Secrotary in the 
Foreign Oflico, Herr Zirnmormann. According 
to some accoimts, Herr von Jagow was miablo 
tej stomach tho Belgian deportations and tho 
proposed defiance of tho whole civilized world ; 
according to others ho was dismissed as unfit 
for the work in hand. 

On December 12 the Kaisc^r issued tho 
following order to the Cerman Army: 

ITiulor tlio iiifliKMift' of tho victory which you havo 
gaiiic(i hy your hravery, I and tho Monarchs of tito 
tlnco States in alliaiico with rno havo niado an offer 
of peace to tho enemy. It is nricortaln whether tlio 
of>jcct to wliich this »)ftcr is jiirnocl will bo readied. 
Yon will have meanwhile, with (lod’s help, to continno 

ro'-i'xt anel defeat tlie enemy. 

The Kaiser adilresscMl tlie saiuo ordt^r “ to 
my Nav^y, wliicli in the common fight lias 
loyally and c'fft^ctivoly stakt'd all its strength.” 

On the same day the Imperial (^haneellor 
api)eared in the Ki'iehstag, which had been 
speteially suimnonod, and annouu^^ed that the 
following Noto had that morning been traiis- 
mittod by Cormauy, Austria-Hungary, Bul- 
garia, and Turkey to all the enemy Powers : 

'J'lie most formidable war known to history has been 
nwa^iri^ ftir tw») and a. half yea.rs a great part of the 
work!. 'L’hat eata.st r(H)lie, wliieh the bonds of a common 
civilization more than a tlionsaiid years old e,onld not 
stop, strikes mankind in its iin»st jireeioiis patrimony; 
it threatens to lairy iimler its mins the infiral' aiul 
jihysi<*al pn»gress on whi»*h Knr(»})e ])rideil itself at tho 
dawn of the tweiiti^Xh eeiitury. fn that fttrife (h^rnifttnf 
and her Allies, Auslria llutajary and Turkey, have yiven 
proof oj their indestrurfihle strenifth in irinnirty eonsider- 
ahh' joteressrs at trar. 'ria'ir unshakable lines resist 
<*<‘aseless attacks «»f their enemies’ arms. Tlie recent 
diversion in the Palkans was syieedily ami victoriously 
thwarted. '^I’iie latest c*vents havo demonstrated that 
a eontiiiiiat ion of the war cannot break their resisting 
power. Tho g<*iieral situation much ratlier justifhMi 
their hope of fri'sh successes. It was for the deft'uc© 
of their exist(Miee and frocdoin of their national dcvelop- 
imxit that the four Allied I'owim’s were eonsirained to 
take up arms. 'Hie exph)it.s of their armies have brought 
no change therein. Not lor an instant liavQ they 
sworv’od from the conviction that tho respect of tho 
rights of other nations is not in any degree incompatiblo 
witli their own rights and legitimate interests. They do 
not seek to crush or annihilate their arlversaries. Con- 
scious of their military and t‘eonomi<^ strength and ready 
to carry on to tlie end, if they must, the struggle that is 
forced upon them, but animated at tho same time by 
the desire to stem the flood of blood and to bring tho 
horrors of war to an end, the four allied Powers propose 
to enter even now into peaee neyotiation'*. They feel sure 
that the ]iropositions which they wt>ukl bring forward, 
ami which would aim to assure the existence, honour, 
and free development of their peoples, would be such 
as to serve as a ba-is for the restoration of a lasting pea<'0. 

If, notwithsta nd i ny thin ttfjer of peaee find coneViaiion, 
the struyylc should continue, the Jour allied Powers arc 


THE TIMES HISTOUY OF THE IFJJ?. 


475 ) 


Tfrtolvrd to carry it on to an end, ^nUMiuily di*s- 

claiming any rc'-ponsibility before inankiiul eiul 
history.* 

The Oerinan Note to oiieinv Powc^rs wa^' also 

* The text cjuoteil is that of the Vote aetiially tlelivere»l 
in the British Govi'rninont by ttie Anierieaii Aiiibassiulor 
in London. It was an ina<*<Minite and ineonipletti 
t ranslation, for vvhieh liie (It'nnau Foreij^ii Olliee was 
resjjonsible, of tho original KriMi*h. 'I'bi* passages 
printed in italics wt're as follows ii\ tlie original : — 

“ Dans cetto liitte rAutriche-Hoiigrie et scs allies : 
rAlleinagne, la Bnigarie t‘l la I'unpiie. ont fait prenvi^ 


eoinnmiueated to tho Vatioati, logothor with 
tho following appeal to tlio l*opo : 

'I’lu' reasons whii'h proinpled iJerniaiiy anti her allies 
t<i tin step are manifest. Kt>r tw« iirs aiul a half 

di' lenr force inilestrnc(ibl«' en reinjioriant ties siieeos 
coiisitlerables sur tics titircistiircs sapCricnrs cn nombre 
ct cn materiel dc ym rrc.'* 

“ J^es (.jiiatre I’nissances alliees j>roposont d’entrer, 
dc't-d present, en ncgociations tl(» jjaix.'* ' 

“Si. inalgre t-ette ulTre tie paix et de oor’cilint ion, la 
Intte tlevait eont inner, lt‘s tpuit re Binssaneos alliees sont# 
tletenninet's a la ctMidnire jnsiprn ttnc Jin ri’'tnricusc,** 



HFRR VON BETHMANN HOLLWRG’S SPEECH IN THE REICHSTAG ON 

DECEMBER 12, 1916. 

(1) The Imperial Chancellor. (2) Admiral von Capelle. Secretary of Strata for the Nav|^ (3) Herr 
Helfferich Minister of the Interior. (4) Herr Zimmermann, Poreijn Secretary. (5) Herr Kaempf, 
* President of the Reichstag. 
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a torriblo war htiH bwii dovaMtatin^ the Kurupeaii 
tJontinent. Unlirnited tre*v**iiroH of civilization have 
boon dcHlroyod, expHisivo areas have bwn HO'iked 
with blood, inillionH of bravo soldiorw have fallon in 
battle, and millions liavo rc'tiirnod homo as invalids. 
Urief and sorrow fill almost every house. Not only 
iipfm belligerent nations, but also upon neutrals the 
destnnrtive oonserjuf*nces of tht? gigantic struggle 
w'eigh heavily. 'IVade and commerce carefully built 
up in years of peace have l>een tlepn'ssed. The best 
forces of the nations have been withdrawn from the 
production of useful objects. Kurojw, whicth was 
formerly ilev(»led to the prr>pagation of religion ainl 
civilization, whitdi was trying to find a solution for social 
problems, and was the home t>f sciemeo and art and all 
piausdiil labour, now resembles an irnmenso war <>amp 
in which the achievements aiul works of many iloca<h*s 
are doomed to annihilation. 

(lerinany is c'arrying on a war cjf rlefenee against 
the enemies who aim at her destiMic-tion. She fights 
in order tt» assure the integrity of her frontiers aiul the 
liberty of tho Clerman nation in the right which sh<^ 
claims to dovelo[» freely her intellectual and economic 
energies in peaceful competition and on an equal footing 
witli other nations. All tho enemies* <‘IIorts aro iinabk' 
to shatter the heroic armies of the allir\s that jirotoct 
l.he fr4>ntiers of their countries. Strengthonod by the 
certainty that the «;iierny shall nt'ver pierco the iron 
wall, those fighting on the front know that they are 
supported by Itio whole nation, which is inspire<l 
hy hive for its country, ready for tlio greatest sacri- 
fices, and determined to <lefond to the last extremity 
the inherited treasure of intelle(;tual and economic 
work and social organization and tho saerod soil of 
the country. Spre of our own strengMi, but renli/iiig 
Kurope’s Ra<l future if this war c«mtiuuos, seized with 
pity in thi*d‘a<>e of the unspeakable misery of humaiiity# 
the (ierman Hinpire, in accord with her allies, solemnly 
repents what the (Uiaiicellor already <lerlared one year 
ago, that Oerinany is ready to give peace to tho w'orld 
hy setting hehire the whole world itie question w’hcther 
or lui it is possible to find a basis for an iindcr.standing. 

Since the first day of his Ponl-ifieal reign Ids Holi- 
IMVS tho Pope has imsw’ervingly demonstrated in a 
most generous fashion his solicitude for the innumer- 
lible victims of this war, has alleviated the sulTeriiiga 
and ameliorated the fate of tlioiisands of men injured 
by f his calastiH>phc. Inspinul by the exaltetl ideas 
of his ministry, his Holiness seized every opportunity 
in huiiianity*M interest in order to bring to an end so 
sanguinary a war. 'fhe imperial (fovornmeiit is 
Hfinly eonliilont that tho initiative of tho four I'owers 
will find a friendly welcome on tho part of Ids Holine.',-, 
ami that the work of peace <’ai\ count upon the precious 
support of the Holy See. 

Ill liis s[HK'(di tlie lin|mrial Ohaucollor boastotl 
of tlin military siiuatioji, of tho ov^orthrow of 
Kumaiiia, of tho “ lieroio doods ” of tho Gonmiii 
snbmarinos wliitdi wore tliroatoniiig tho orumiy 
with ‘'tho spoctro of famine,” and finally of 
tho Auxiliary Serxdco Law whicli ha<l giv 
(lormany “ a new ott'ensivo and defensr 
bulwark.” (Germany, ho said, w'out steadily 
forward, always ” ready to fight for tlio nation’s 
oxistouce, for its froe and safe future,” and 
” always ready to stretch out her hand for 
peace.” lie enlarged especially upon the 
Kaiser’s ” deop moral anti religious sense of 
duty towards the nation and beyond it towartls 
Inuiianity.” They would await the reply of 


their enemies ” with the calrA *which is given 
to iiH by our exterior and interior strength 
and clear conscitaice.” And he conchided : — 

In a fateful hour w’e have taken the fateful decision ; 
it is <lrcnehed with the blood of hundreds of thousands 
of our sf>ns and brothers who have given their lives 
for tlie security of horm*. In this struggle of the peoples, 
which Iww unveiled all tlie terrors of earthly life and at 
the same tiin'; all the greatness «_)t huiiiaii courage 



HERR ZIMMERMANN. 

Appointed Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
1916 . 

ill a fiishiun never yet seen, the wit of man and tho hand 
of man cannot avail to the very end. (Jotl will help. 
Fearless and upright wo will follow' our patli, d«>terminod 
for war, remly for p<'ac*e. 

The (Jermaii Xofc» wa?^ immediately hailed 
in all parts of tlie worhl as an a|^/em]>t to place 
tho Allies in a false jiositioii with regard to 
neutral opinion. In all the Allied countries 
it was eoiisidored that tho Gorman “offer” 
was insincere, and tho only fear w^as that 
Germany might in some way profit by tho 
appt'aranco of rotwliness to eiul tho war. “ I 
have not tho right,” said tJio French Premier, 
M. ib'iand, in the ChambiT on December 1.3, 
“ to express myself with regard to the German 
proposals except in full accord with our Allies, 
but I liave riglit to wwu the country against 
tho posMule poisoi of such attempts. The 
proposal is that we should negotiate a peace. 
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Yes, but Serbia, Belgium, and Rumania ar«» 
invadeci, and the crime is uuchastized. It is a 
step designed to trouble our eons(*iences. TTerr 
von Bethmann-Hollweg says : ‘It is not \v€^ 
who wanted this horrible war. It was forced 
upon us.* To that I reply for the hundredtli 
time : ‘ You were the aggressors, and whatever 
you may say the facts prove it, and the blood- 
shed is on your heads, not on ours.* It is my 
right to denounce this trap.” From Russia 
came the most emphatic denunciations of the 
German manoeuvre, and the Duma on December 
15 unanimously passed a resolution in favour 
of “ a categorical refusal by the Allied Govern- 
ments to enter under presc^nt con<litions into 
any peace negotiations whatever.” 'the Duma 
declared that “ a lasting peaces will be possible 
only after a decisive victory over the military 
power of the enemy, and afb^r the definite 
renunciation by Germany of the aspirations 
whichrender lier n^sponsiblo for the world w ar and 
for the horrors liy w hich it is accompanied.** 
Meanwhile^ all the G(a*man diplomatists, and 
especially Count BerustorfT in Washington, 
were busily pret<*n(ling thaf. (formally meant 
even more than slu' sai<l ; that, if only the 
belligerents could be brought together at a 
conference, it would be found that Germany’s 



HERR VON STUMM, 
Under-Secretary of the Foreign Office. 

“ terms *’ were extrtnncly reasonable ; and, in 
particular, that the only real obstaclo would 
bo British pretensions in regard to sc’ia pow’er. 
The truth, of course, was that Germany was 
not proposing peace, but a conf(a*erice in which 
^he hoped that the general desire for peace 
would enable her to acliieve her aims. 

In England Mr. Lloyd George hafl become 


Prime Minister on December 7. Owing to 
ilhie.ss he ilid not lut'ct the House of Gommonfl 
until Doeember 11). He then said that the 
Allies had ” oiwdi of them separately and 
independently arrived at identical eoncluaions-’* 
It was WM'II that Franco and Russia shouhl have 
given the first answ’cr ; ” The enemy is still 

on their soil • t heir sac*rifi«*es have botai griMVter.** 




BARON VON DEM BUSSGHE-HADDEN- 
HAUSEN, 

Assistant Under-Secretary of the Foreign Office, 
formerly Cjerman Minister in Bukarest. 

The Prime Ministc'-r then quoted fbe famous 
words of Abraham Jancoln spokc'ii uniler 
similar conditions: “We accepted this war 
for an c»bjoet, and a wort hy obj<‘ef , anil the w ar 
will <511(1 w’lien that obji^et is attaiiiiMl. lbi(l(5r 
God I }iopc5 it will n(5V(*r (^nd until tlmt liiia^** 
Mr. Lloyd Georgia procc('d(Ml : — 

'rinTu Ims liillv iibr)iit- of poifro. 

What aro Iho p^(^p(>'^a.l^ ? 'Dhto am noiio. 'To otilor 
at- tho invitation of Cfvrinany, pna'lainiin^^ Imrst'lf 
victorious, witlwait any knowli*<Ua< of iho proposals 
slic5 propo.s(*K to inaUr, into a (•oiifcrfuico, is tojnit. nor 
hoads into a noost; uitii tlio ropo end in tlu' hands ot 
( ic'i'inaiiy. 

'The Prime Minister rf'calh^d th(5 Xap()l(5onic 
wars, and tlwt way Napol(5on uhimI to app<*ar 
“ in the garb of th(5 angel of pewi; ” -espoeialJy 
wlien ho lu^oded time and his subj»‘ets showed 
^ympt(»rns .of hitigiu) and w'lir weariiu^ss. 
“ Invariably tho app(;al W'as mad(5 in the naino 
(jf humanity ; ^nd h<5 demanded an end to 
bhxxJshed at which he prcjfesst^d himself to 1x5 
fiorrified, but for which he himstdf was mainly 
r(‘sponsible. Our ane(‘stors w’er(5 takc5n in 
once, and bitUsrly th<5y and Fhirope rued it.” 
Mr. IJoyd George rfsafTinned the terms of tho 
Alli<*H as “ restitution, reparatipn, guarantee 
against repetition,” and went on to expose 
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liollowucss of tho ( <(*rmau i)r<*toiic‘o. Finally 
Ik* (l<^claro(l : — 

Now Mint, t his pn*4vt wivr lia'4 foiN’oil l>y tlio Prvi-ssiau 
military l*‘mlurs upon Kraiu'u, Kussia, Italy, and onr- 
it would l>o folly, it wi>nKl l>o urnol tolly, md t«' 
K4H' to it that this “ swastibuckling ’* through th«s stroot" 
of l’'uro]R‘ to th<> di-il urhanoo of all hartnlosH ami piMiuofiil 
< iti/.uiis shall ho dualt with now as au «ill’on<’o against tho 
law of nation-:. 'I lu’ inoru \\<inl that led lh*lginin to her 
own dust nnt ion will lait -satisfy Knropo any inor«'. AVo 
all h«’lio\od it, W'o all (ph'^OmI it. It gavo way at tlu' 
lir^t pivssnru of luinpt at ion, and I'hiropo has boon 
plung«‘d into thi'^ \ortov <it l»hio<l, \\'<i will, tlu'i’oforo, 
wait until wi* hoar what tiTins and guarani < m\s tho 
Ctorinan (Jovorninunl otTi'r otluT than lhos«*, bottm* 
than tlm^i’, .'-nror than t hoso which slio so lightly brokt*, 
and nuuniwhilo W'‘ shall put onr trust in an nnbroki'ii 
ainiy rather Ilian in a hrokm faith. 

Fori y-t*ig;lit lioiirs nflor ^Ir. l^loyil CJoorg^i* 
hnd spoken tin* ^vlloh* world wns astonished 
hv the poblieation of a Notti addn*ssed to all 
the htdlieereiit Powers by the Pn'sidcnt of the 
Fnited Stiates, and suggest ing: tluit au early 
oeiuvsioii sliouhl be sougiht. for an avowal of 
I heir resp(*el ivt* vit*ws as to t he terms upon which 
tho war iuig:ht be* inaiehided. The Xote^ as 
(*omiiuiiiie*att‘ti b\' the Anieriean Ambassador 
in lamdon was date*d I)e»et'mbor 20, aiul ran 
a.s f til lows : - 

'I’ho l'ivsitl«Mit of the Pnit»'tl States has instructed 
me to suggest to the llovornmi'ut of his Hritaniiie 
Majesty a courM* of action w'ith reganl to the pre.sent 
war which ho hopes that his Majesty’s C.Iovcrniiient 


will take under eonsideration, as sugge^ited in the 
most frieiully spirit ami as ci»ming not only from iv 
friend, hut also as coming from the n'prcsciitat ivc of a 
neutral nation, whose interests have heen most scriou'^ly 
attected by the w'ar, and wlioso concM'rn for it-^ early 
c’onchisi€>n aria's out. of a rnanifo'^t necessit y t^i deO'rmino 
how Ixvst to sah'guaril those iiitere',ts if the war is to 
coat iniu'. 

’I’ho suggestion which [ am rmded to nuiKC tho 
Ihvsident has long had it in mind to olfur. Jit* is 
somewhat emf larra-^'-.cd to j»f'L’»*r it at this particular 
time, hei’ausu it may now .'-<'‘em to have heen prompted 
hy the rt‘eeiit overtures of tho Central J’owt rs. 11 is 
in fact in no way U'^^ix iated Avith t hiun in its origin, 
and the Pre-,i<liMit wmild ha\i! delayeil ottering it until 
those overt iinM had heim an^.wiTed hiit h^r tho fa<*l that 
it. also uoin’erns the ([nev.iion jif peaet' and may Ix'st 
he etmsideiT'd in connexion with other pro£)osals which 
have tho same ond in \ iew'. Tlio I’rcsidcnt can only 
ln*g that his .siiggcstirn he consiilcred entiri’Iy on its 
ow'ii nu*!’its anil as if it had hi'on madt' in other I’ir- 
cnin.stance.'>. 

'riie Pre-,iden( suggest^, that an early occa.'.ion bo 
.sought to call out from all the nation', now' at war 
.such an avowal i»f tlu-ir n'speclive view's as to the terms 
upon whieh tho w'ar might ho eonclndod and the arrange- 
uiimts which w'onld he deemed sat isfai.’tory as a gnarantoo 
against its renewal or tho kindling of any "imilar eonfliirt 
in the I’ntiiro as would make it possible frankly to 
compare them, lie is iiulilTereiit as to the means taken 
to aeemnplish this. Hi* would he happy himself to .serve, 
or even to take tho initiative in its accomplishment, in 
any way that might prove aeeeptahle, hut ho has no 
desire to liotermine tho nietliod or the iiistrnmeiitiility. 
Olio way' will he as aeeoplahle to him as another if only 
tho groat t>hjt»et he has in miml bo attained. 

Jb* takes tlie liberty of calling attention to the fart 
that tlie objects w'hich the statesmen of the helligeronts 
on both sitles have in mind in this war are virtually 
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the same, as stated in penenil teriu'^ to their own pot»plo 
and to tho world. Ka< h .side d.'^iiv. tu nniUe the n;;ht- 
and piiv'ilejjes t)f weak ]ieoples and >^inan States a*' 
secure a;?ainst a^irresMon or denial in the future as tin- 
rights and privileges of the -,vat and powertnl Stales 
now at war. Kaieh wishes itselt !<> he made secure in 
the future, alonji with all otlier nation^ ami ]>eopl--, 
a-a.inst the recurrem-e of wars like thi>, and against 
aK>ire'=sion or selfisl) interf.'renee nf any kind. Ka. h 
would ht* jt'alotis of the fcu'ination ot an_\ more rival 
lea^uios to preserve an uneertain l>alanee nl power amiil-i 
inultiplyin^r siispieions ; }„,t each is reiidy to «-i»n-.ider 

the formation of a leai^nie of nations to ensure peai.-.‘ 
and justice throu^diout the world. Refore that limd 
step can bo taken, howev'er, ea«-h dta ins it neee'.s}iry 
liist to settle the issues of the present war U|>on l4*rm-* 
vvhielt will certainly sah';,mard tlu' iudejiendenee. the 
territorial inte^rrity, jt,,d the p<.litieal and emumenial 
freeilorn of the nations involved. 

In the measures to he lak.m to socur.^ the future 
p<*aeo of the vvorl«l the people and the ( h>v »*riimeiil 
of the I’nited State«, are as vitally and ivs ihreetly 
interested as tlie ( h»v ('i timeut s now at war. Their 
interest, moreover, in the means to he ad»)pted to relnwe 
the smaller ami weaker ]>eopUv^ ot the world of the peril 
id violt' > a.s (]m id arde thi of 

any otluT jieople or (Government. 'J’hey stand ready, 
ami f'veii ea^'or, to e«)-o|MU-ali* in the aecoinplishinent 
of these emls when the war is over with every inlhienee 
and resoureo at their command. Rut the war must 
first ho concluded. 'The terms upon which it is to he 
concluded they aro not at liherty to .su;^; 4 c.s! ; hut (he 
1‘rosident docs feel that it is his rij'ht ami his duty to 
point out thi'ir intimate interest in its <omlu-ioii, hv^t. 
it shoniil firosently ho too lati* to accomplish the j^reater 
thinf>;s which lio beyond its conehisi<in, lest the situation 
of neutral nations, now t‘xeoeilinf;ly liard to endure, 
he renderotl altogether intolerahle, and I<*st, more than 


all, an injury he thme eiv ih/.atioi\ itst«lf which ean 
never i>e atom'd or repaired. 

1 he l*re'.nleut, thiu'ctore, feel- ahogeth<'r |Usti1ied 
in su-^e-^tiuu" an immediate oj>port unit y tor a loiu 
pan-'iMt ot views as to the terms which must precede 
those ulliinatc ai raiiLicimMit s l(»r the pt*aec •>f (lit' world 
which idl «l esirc. iind m which the iicutra) nations as w«‘ll 
as those' at war ari' r»*a»i\' to play their full rt‘sp»uisihh' 
part. It fhi‘ «‘t)iitest luiisi coritmue to proceed ti>warils 
iiiidt'fiiicd cuds hv slow attrition until one ;_>roup of 
hcllii<«’rcnt s i*r 1 h«‘ otiici' is exhausted, if inillioit after 
iiiiiiion «ii human livt's must eoutiiim' to he olTered up 
lint il on I h<' tm«' ^ide or t li«' ot her t heie an* no more ( o olfi'r, 
it resi'iit men t s must he kindled that eau never eool 
and ^li'spjiii’s miuemlered troiii w liieh there' eau he iie> 
r<-e«ivi'rv , li«»pe*s ot peace ami ot the willing eeuu’t'rf of 
tl't'e pi'etple's w ill l)e reildei’eel V am and idle. 

The lite ot till' I'litiii' vv oi’M has hi'en preifonndly 
altei-teel. Mv eiv pari of till' great Ijimily i>f mankind 
h.'is t»'lt the hni'den ami terror ot this iinpi'i'cedent (<d 
l oute'si e>f jiriiis. Nl) nation in the etv ili/.ed world can 
lu' sjiid Ml truth te» stand outsell* its iutiueuee or to he 
.'-iili' a.’iiiiist its disturhing eti'eel-. .\ml v<'l the eon- 
Crete ohje'ct ■; tof v\ Inch it being waged ha\ •• never 
ht'eii ilelmilely stati'il. 

The lemli'is ot the several l)«*lligen'nl s have, as has 
l>i'«*n sail!, stilted tliosi* oh|e'cts in gem-nil terms. Rut, 
slatiMl in gene ral tei in t ht'v' seem (he siune on lioth sides. 
Ni'v if yet hiivi* the iiut horil tit i vi' spoke-.men of either 
siih' jvv <Mved 1 h«‘ pre«*isi« ohjci'ts w liiiOi wouM, if attained, 
satisfy flu'in and their pi'ople* I luit the vv iU‘ had hi'en 
toughi out, 'The world has hi-en letl to eonjeetiiro 
vvOiiK deliiiite ri'siilts, vv hat jiet mil i‘\ehaiige ot giiaran*ees, 
what political or Icrrilonal changes or readjust meiit s, 
what stage of military snceess even, would liring the vvar 
to iin I'lid. 

It may he that pear*e is nearer than we know'; that, 
the tirins whieh tlie helhgerent ■* on tin* I’me side niid 
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on thn other woiilrl rleein it neressary to in<*ist upon are 
not HO irreroiK-ilablo as homo liavo feared ; that an 
inU^rrJian^o of views wouhi rlear the way at least for 
<!onferonoe and make the ponnanent csaicsutl of the 
nations a hop© of the imieediale future, a coneert of 
nations immediately j>ra4*tirable. 

'I’ho J*resident is not propositi;^ peaee ; ho is not 
even ofTerin^ rriodiat lie is merely yiroposiny: 

that Houndiiiy's he taken in order that we may learn, 
the nentral nations with th<‘ hi‘lliy'ereutM, how near tho 
haven of peace may he for which all mankind lonvc^ with 
an intense and increasin;^ lon^in;'. tfe hclievc^s that 
the hf>irit in which h(‘ speak'-' and tho objects which In* 
seeks will he understood hy all I'oneeriuHl, and he 


% f 

\A'ilson’.s attitude was in some respects very 
like that of Sir Edward Grey when, on the very 
eve of war with Germany, he was pleading for 
Utopian ideals which might be realized if only 
“ this present crisis ” were “ safely passed,” 
and urging upon the German Imperial Chan- 
cellor (dispatch to Sir Edward Gosehen, July 
‘10, 1911) that “ the* one way of maintaining 
the good relations bet ween England and Ger- 
many is that they should continue to work 




M. CAMILLE DECOPPRT, 
President of the Swiss Republic in 1916. 


M. EDMOND SGHULTHESS, 
President of the Swiss Republic in 1917. 


coiitidcutlv hope's for a rospoust' whii'li will hrimz a ucw 
liyjrht iutt> Iho ivlTairs of the* weerld. 

'riui phict> of tin's remarkable Not(^ in the 
evolution of Aine'rican policy^ luus aln*ady bot*ii 
dc'liiunl, and it hais bei'ii sei*n why Mr. Wilson 
suggested ]M'a(*(*. lie diel so partly beeause lie 
thought it his duty to make a powerfid effort 
at tliis stage* to a. vert tho constHpiences to the 
United States wliich lie already foresaw, if 
tiu' war W4'n' continued — submarifie ” nith- 
les ness” (»f a still more eomplete kind on tho 
part of Geimany, followe'd iinndtably by riipturo 
of relations with Germany by the United 
Sta es, and iirobably by war. Ho also ilesirt'd 
to give the Allies emphatie assurance that, if 
peace could he obtaified, he would do every- 
lliiiig possible to guarantee Amerieau support 
of that peace against future assaults.* Mr. 

* St'o l hapter CLXXVll., page 378. 


togetlier to jireserve ])ea.ee of Europe.'’ 

( b'rmany was as cc^rta-iu to defeat tho oiu* hope 
as tho othcT, and the Unitc*d States acted 
as Great Britain had acted ; but seen in 
ri'trospeet tho effort of the American T^resi- 
di'Ut in 1910 was, perhayis, not less defensible 
than the t'ffort of the British Eoreign S(*eretary 
in 1914. 

When, however, Mr. M'ilson’s Note surprised • 
the world it was impossible for the enemies of 
Germany to srt^ it in that calm light. What 
could bo better calculated to assist German 
diplomacy ? How could the jieoples of all 
the countries that were staking their ail for 
liberty fail to bo sliocked by the apparent belief 
of the President that the objects on both sides 
wore “ virtually tho same ” ? W'hat could 
seem to tliem more unjust than Mr. Wilson’s 
cold “impartiality” if JJttle wonder that all* 
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the pooploM of the couiitrios eiidc^rst tl 

the plirasos of Mr. Ihmar Law : “ What Prrsi- 
floiit Wilson is longing for wo are fighting for. 
Our sons and brothers are dying for it, and wo 
moan to sociiro it. Pho heart of the people of 
our country is longing for potico. Wo are 
praying for peace, a peace that will bring 
back in safety those who are dear to ns, but- a 
peace which will inc*a?i this -that those who 
will never come back shall not have laid down 
their lives in vain.” 

The American Note was followtsd almost 
immediately by two other communications to 
the belligerents — a Noto fnnn Switzerlaial, 
presented on December 22, and a Note fri»m 
the tlireo Scandinavian Covernnu'iits, present t'd 
on December 29. The Scandinavian n'pri'- 
sentations wore little but a formal remin<ler 
that Denmark, Norway and Sweden were, as 
they said, not wanting in “ thc^ir duty to their 
ojkvn people, as well as f,o humanity,” and an 
expression of their ” warmest sympathy v\ilh 
any efforts tending to end all the sufferings 
and losses, moral as well as material, which 
arc) being continually incurrcvl ” 

The Swiss Note was, perhaps, ihon' signili- 


eaiit. In the first place it stoteil that the 
Swiss Federal (\)uncil, ” inspired by the ardent 
dt\sire to see an early cessation of hostilities,” 
luid “got into touch" with President Wilson 
“ live wet*ks ” before a.nd the Note said : — 

'riii* porstuuil iniciativo of l*ivsitloiit \Vil!=«oil 

Avill not fjiil U> iiwaUrn in .Swit zt'rland a tlcep ooho. 
Kaitliftil to tho ilntiiw w'liich tho Ktri»'tcst. ohs«'rvatiori 
<»f noutralify iinj»i»si*^ upon hn*, iinitod by tho saino 
frioinlsliip to the two j'roiip*^ of l*o\v«'rs at. jirosont at war, 
i-iolatod in tht' iniildlo t>£ tlio frij»htfiil strn^jju;lo of pooplos, 
seriously threatened and striic‘k in h(*r spiritual and 
niaierial interests, imr cunntry lon^s for pt'a«*e. 

Swil/erland is n'ady to aid witli all tier fotihlo strength 
in putting; an eiul tt> the snflorin.es of tlio war whieh sho 
M'es going on every day -tlio intorno*!, tho st*rioiisly 
woundeti, and tlio repjitriateil. Sho is also desirous to 
assist in the fruit f\il eollahoratiou of the peoples. . . . 
She would eoiisiiler it a happy duty to w'ork I'ven in tho 
most inoilest ineiisiire towards tln> rapprochement of tho* 
nation^ at war and (ho estithlishinent of a lasting pt'aee. 

'I'In* Swiss gjivt‘ th(‘ Allies at li*ast a 

W(‘leome oj)j)t)rl unil y to de(rla.re (.hiniiary 17, 
11)17) that '"the whole world knows Switzer- 
laiurs gcMierons efforts to light<‘n the sntTerings 
of the inti'rned, tim severely wounded, th<» 
peof)le ejected from tluur liomc's, to all of 
whojii the most devoted <MU*e has Imm'ii giv<*n.” 

Thus, to return to t h<‘ main issuers, the 
Alli(‘s were in pn*s<‘nee of proposals from their 



SWITZERLAND PROVIDES AN ASYLUM FOR HRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR. 
The illustration bhows the mixed Oerman-SwUs Commission before which the prisoners about to be 
exchanged were brou]|bt for a second and final examination. The standing figure marked with an X 

is Prince Max of Baden. 
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oiieinie.s aiifl roc‘oinin(‘ii(latioris from tho 
StatoH. Hoforo tlioy <m)u 1(1 reply to tlieir 
(enemies (jermaiiy liastcMied (December 25) to 
register her reply to Mr, M'ilsoii : — 

'I’ho liiph-iiiiixlfMl riiado hv' tho Vro^ideiit- 

of tho l^nitnd iStat<*s fit Ain<*ri« H^ in oril«‘r to a 

basis for tlu? estabiishincnt of lasting' has been 

ami foiisidonMl by tho Imperial (Joveriiiiioiit in 
llic frif'iidly sjiirit in which'il is expressed. 

In thn I’rosiflf'nl/’s rofnrnunicat ion I ho l*rosiilt*nt 
points out tliat whi^'h lu* ha-< at hfart and lf**».\ open 
♦ ho fdioifo of tiu' roa<i. 'I’o tho Imperial ( bivorniiifiit an 
iniinodiatt; <!X<;hano(* of viows sooiiis tc» b<* tin* most 
appropriate rotul in order to reaeli tlni dosirtal result. 
It begs, therefore, in the sense of the deelaralion laadu 
tin Dt'cernber 12, whieli liehl out a batnl f<»r peaee 


negotiations, to propose an immediate meeting of dele- 
gates f>f the belligerent State's at soim? neutral place. 

The Irnpt'rial Government is also of opinion that 
the great work of yirevonting future wars ean be begun 
only after the end of the present struggle of nations. 
It will, when the moment shall have come, be reaily 
with pleasure to eolhiborato fully with the United 
Stati's in this exalted task. 

The insolcMieo of thus communication was 
clear tmoiigh. “ (Joolly, skilfully tind com- 
pletely,''' ubserv'od llu‘ Netv York “ the 

(lermans have turned the Wilson Nutt^ to their 
own t‘nds.” '^rhey hiul totally evadtul tho 
issue, and ef)uld hardly have stated more 
’plainly that for Cc'rmany tlui neutral Powers 
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wore tools, whose only aoeeptahle sorvi(*e wns 
to assist (Germany in brinjrinpj lier onmiit's to 
eonferenee. Tlio German plan was to rt^fnst* 
to state terms, and, as tlio Nciv York Tribtino. 
put it, to ‘Mdai'kmail President Wilson hy tlu‘ 
threat of a German submarine campaign into 
an endorsement of the (Jerman pro[)osals i»f a 
oonference of the belli|rt.ivnls/' Henceforward, 
at any rate, it was ctalain tliat the whole 
German manaMivre was doomed to failure. It 
remains to dt'seribe the momentous pronounet'- 
inents to wliich it j^ave risi^ — pronounci'ments 
which reflected the whole truth of th(‘ situation 
after two and a half yi^ars of war, am I markeii 
out in clear lim^s tlu‘ road alon.ij: which tin* 
civilized world had still to travi‘l to its of 

lib(*rty and ])eace. 

The Allicii’ reply to the enemy Powers was 
oommunicatt'd liy tla^ Fnaich Government on 
J)eecmber .‘>0, HlKh to tlie American Ambas- 
sador in Paris. The following was the ollicial 
Kn^lish translation, with the insia’tion in some 
passages of the oViginal Knaicli ami a more 
faithful Knglisli r(aid(‘riug : — 

Allied (I()\ •‘nnnciit s of Kti-.-i.t, I'niiic*', (Jn'at 
Britain, tfu()an, It.jily, Serbia, Mont<*ii<';^ro, 

Portugal, anfl iinmania, unil<‘d for flit' dofoin’c of tlio 
frooilorn of nation^ and fuitlifnl to thrir iindortaKings 

<»t to lay do, i, tlx , , . rd, 

have doi'id(»d to return a joint ari'Jwcr to tlio illusory 
peace proposals \vlnc*b ha\«* addn-ssed to them by 

tlu‘ ( Joverruneiits of fli<* onetny Powers tbronj/b the 
intormediary of tbn I’nited States, Spain, Swit /erlaiul, 
nnrl the Netliorlands. 

As a prelude to any reply, the Allied Powers fool 
bound to protest strnnely juraLii.'t fh(» two inat.<*rial 
assertions made in the Note troni lb<‘ enemy Power*^, 
the Olio profes-.in*^ to throw ipion the Allies (In' re-ponsi- 
bility of the war. and the ntber iiroeluiming the vielory 
of the (.V-ntral Pow«'rs. 

d'lie .\llies I'aunot admit a i-Iaim whieh i', thus untrue 
in each partieular, and is sunieieiit alone to render 
sti'Hle all attempt at negotiat i<_>n'^. 

TIk' AlliefI natifins have tor .*M monthi l)een enira;'e I 
ill [f*ubisni‘nl — liai** had to endure] a war whi< h tlu'v had 
done everything to avoid. They ha\'e shown hy tlu'ir 
actions llicir devotion to pi’;n;e. 'I'his tieVi>tion is as 
strong to-day as it was in PM t; and after I he violation 
by Ciermany ot her solemn engagt'iiH'iits, (lermany’s 
pronihe is no snilieient foundation un whndi to re- 
establish tin* |H‘a«‘»' whi^-li she liroke, 

A mere .sug;.a*.-tioii, without -latemcnt of term'-’, that 
negotiations should ho opened, is not an «rlTer «if pejiee. 
The putting ft)rwar<l hy the Irnpenal <o»\i'rnmeut of a 
ehani 1 p/t/r/e/iC' — pretended] prop<i-il. laeking all 
Biibstarioo and prevision, would af)]»ear to he It'-.s aii oiler 
of poaco that! a war manoouvre. 

Jt is founded on a oaleiilateil Tnisinf erpref at ion tif the 
elmracter of the struggle in the pa>t, the prosonl, and the 
future. 

As for the past, the Gi'rma'i \r»te tak**, no aeeoiint 
•of the facts, dates, and figures which e-ialdish that the 
war was desirtid, provoked, ami <leelared hy GiTiuaiiy 
and Anst ria- Hungary. 

At the Jfagne (.’onforence it was the tiernian fjejegal** 
iy?io refused all proposal for di'iJ.niiMn^nt. In July, 
ft was AustriA’Hungary who, after having tiddressod 


<. ■’' 'ill'''-' 
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t<» Serbia an unprecedi'uted ultirnatutn, di'clared war 
upon her in spite of the sat i -tfae.t ion wliieh liad at onee 
been aeeonicci. 'ria* ( s«nt ral I'hiipiri's then rejei'led all 
atfemjifs imule hy the Mntente to bring about a paeilio 
solution Ilf a jmrely lueal eonflct. Great Britain 
sugge.<,ti'd a (^>ufi‘reMee, Prance firoposed an 1 ntermit nmal 
(%m\mission, lln' Piinpernr of Kiis.^ia, asked the Gi'iin ui 
i'hiiperor to go to iirtut rat ion, iiud Kus-.ia and Anst.ria- 
llmigary eame to an nniler - 1 anding on the eve of thrt 
eoiilliet ; hut to aill these oflorts (jleiinatiy gavt' m itlier 
au->wer nor elTeet,. B<‘lgitim was iu\'aded h>’ am hluifure 
whieh ha I guaraintei'd her neiitrailit y and whieh hai i had 
tin* ai- ^urai'iea* to pnn'laim t havt tia^aitja's were “ ser.ips of 
paiper ” airad I hail ‘ ' la* ee -> -•i • V linows no laiw ,” 

.\t the present moiiamit the-.e* sham \ prt’fcndui'n — 
pn*t«'udef| I olT T-. a>n the part of (ilerm.'iny rest on a 
“ War Map " of I'hirojie ailone, whiadi repr<'-,euts nothing 
iiion' t ham a snpi-rfieiail acid passing phiisa* of the situa- 
tion, and not the real -1 1'engt-h «if the hi‘llig«-reiit A 
peaiva* «*oni'hii lerl Upon the-.c; terms wanihl l>e «»idy to (lie 
advaritiije of the aggre^ -or who, aftair imagining that 
tliev would reaeh their goal in two month--, di (eovs'red 
after l\v«» year-i that t he\- eanild never attain it. 

As for the future, the di'-aster.s caused hy the German 
fjeeliirat loll ot war and tlie inminiemhie oulrag<*s com- 
mittud hy Gennamy and her Allies against both helli- 
g Tenl s aiml in'Ut ral s (leniand penalities \ mu nrtinnH — n-tii- 
hiitionl. reparait i»an, and guarantees ; (h*nminy avoid- the 
/nrnlinn of any of the-*'. 

In rrnlity (tvrrtun-s ni/tde by tbe ('entrni rowers 

are more tlinn u enlvulated nffrmpt to in/furnao 
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lli«‘ tut tiro oouT'^r* nf ttu* wir, and to t*iid it by 
a Gfrinaii ]>c>icr*. 

Tho objert of tlioso ovorturos is to rroato disHOiision 
in publifi ofiiiiioii [tmuhlrr P o pin ion ~ - fU'*\ yirh opinion] 
ill Allied count rio'. Ibit that pultlie ojiiiiioVi has, in 
spito of all tilt* siKT’itiws fridurcd by tho Allies, already 
^ivon its answer with adrnirablo firinncMS, an<l has 
tlonounced tho einjiLy fireteiico [ey/e — oinptincssj of tho 
declaration of tlw* l•hler^y l*owt^r«. 

'riiey havo tho further object of stiffoninjij public 
opinion in Germany and in the countries alliod to her; 
fuie an<l nil, alreafly severely tried by their losses, worn 
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out by economic pressure and crushed by tho supreme 
etlort which has been imposed upon their inhabitants. 

They ejidcavour to deceive and intimidate public 
opinion in iioutral countries whose inhabitants have long 
Bince made up their niiiuls where the initial responsibility 
rests, havo rocotjni/.od existing responsibilities, and are 
far too enlightoiiod to favour tho designs of Germany 
by abamlouing tho defence of hurnaii freedom. 

Finally, these overtures attempt to justify in advance 
in tho t^yos of the world a new serios of dimes — subinariuo 
warfare. d«']»ortatious, forced labour and forced enlist- 
ment of inhabitants against their own countries, ami 
violations of neutrality. 

Fully conscious of the gravity t>f this immient, but 
♦Mpially consciou-! of its n'lpiirenieiits, the Allii.'d Gov«»rn- 
nients, idosely united to one another ami in perfect 
sympiitby with their peoples, refuse to consider a pro- 
posal which is empty ami insineere. 

Once again tho -Allica declare that no peace is possible 
so long as they havo not sis ured reparation of violab*d 
rights and liberties, recoguiti<ni of the principle of 
nationalities, aiul of the fre«’ existence of small states; 
eo long ns tliey havo not bronglit about a settlement 
calenlateil to end, once and for all, forces [cua.vrx - 
causes 1 which ha\»* ei>nst it nteil a perptUmd menace to 
tho nations tf*'pttia ai fontfletn ptt ont mvna t 

natiova — which have so long threateneil the nations] 


and to al’fonl the oidy efleetive guarantees for the future 
.si‘<Mirity of tho world. 

fri <-oiieliisioii, tho Allied Powers think it necessary to 
pnt forward tho following considerations, wdiicli show 
Mu* spec ial situation of Belgium after two and a half years 
of war. 

Ill virtue of international treaties signed by five 
groat Kiiropoan Powers, of whom Germany was ono, 
Belgium onjoyod, before the* w'ar, a special status, 
rendering her territory inviolable and placing her, under 
the guarantee of the Powers, outside all Kuropean 
conflicts. She was, however, in spite of these treaties 
the first to suiter the liggressiou of Germany. For this 
reason tho Belgian Government think it necessary to 
define the aims whicli Belgium *}ias never coa.sed to 
pursue, while fighting side by side wdth the Biitente 
J^owers for right, and jn>.tice, 

Bf'lginm has alwj^ays scrupulously fnlflllod tho duties 
which her neutrality imposed iTpoii her. Sho has taken 
up arms to defend her independenets ami her neutrality 
violated by Germany, ami to show that slio remains 
faithful [cf pour rcster Jid'^lc ^ and to bfj true] to her 
irilernatioual obligations. On August 4, 1914, in the 
Heiehstag, tlie German Chancellor admitted lliat fin's 
aggres.sioii «‘oiistitnl<'cl an inj'n.Mtiee contrary to the law.s 
ol nations and pledged himself in tho name of Germany 
to repiiir it. 

During two and a lialf years this inju-^tiee has Ikm'u 
cruelly aggrav'ateil by tlu\ f>roct*edings of the oeenpying 
forc'cs, whi<*h hav*e (‘xhan-ti'il the resources 'of tlie 
eiMintry, niiiunl it < industries, dev astated its towms and 
villages, un<i liav'c been resf)on?<iblo for innnm(*rable 
inassaeres, I'xi'cnt ions, ami inijirisoninents. At fliis 
very monienl, vvbile (b*rmany is proelai tning pea<-e ami 
linmanity to the w oriel, shci is deporting lh*lgian eitiz(*ns 
by thousands and nslm ing them li> slav<‘ry. 

Belginiii bc’fore the* war askeMl for nothing but to liv’o 
ill harimeny with all ben* neighbours. Her King and her 
< «ovornme‘iit liavo but one* nim- the* r(*-e\*^tabIiKliment of 
pe^ace and jnstiejc [drfnf — right). lint tbeiy only ile*siro 
I elesiro only] a peace wbiedi wexild assure te> t b<.*ir country 
le*gitiinate re*paration, gnarante*i\s, and .safe*gnarels for the 
tut lire*. 

'J'Jio reply *)t’ the Alliets wtis reeeivoil in 
(jlerniaiiy with a great exliibition of indignation. 
The Govornment organs were shotkod by its 
“ shallowiioss,” “levity,” “ inondacity,” and so 
on, and tloclared in a slirill eliorus that proud 
and injured Germany could answer sucli 
insults only with the sword. “ We havo dont^ 
what wo could,” said tho German Imperial 
Chancellor to tho Berlin corresjDondeAt of tho 
Vienna Nene Freie Pt'csse, “ to spare the world 
further bloodshed. If the New Year has not 
brought us nearer to peace, that is tho fault of 
our enemies.” Ultimately (January 11) Ger- 
many sent out a fresh Note to tlio United 
States, Spain' and Switzerland, saying that in 
view of the form in wliich tho Allies had 
couched their rejection of the peace proposal a 
reply to them was “impossible,” but that tho 
German Government “ thinks it important to 
commimicato to the neutral Powers its view of 
tho state of atfairs.*' 

This time tho German Government tlcclared 
that “ history ” should be left to judge tho 
origins of the war. Germany and her Allies, 
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“ who wore obft^od to take up anus to dofoiul 
their freedom,” now regarded tliis aim ^ls 
“ attained.” On the other hand, the enemy 
Powers were aiming, “ among other things,” at 
“ the conquest of Alsace- ho rraino and several 
Prussian provinces, the humiliation and dimi- 
nution of Austria-Hungary, the disintegration 
of Turkey, and tlie mutilation of Bulgaria.*' 
The Note proceeded : 

Our cucmios descrihc tho p'oiKio offer of tlie four 


alliod Powt'rs jis tv wnr iniviui*uvn', ('lerimvny and h«*p 
a.Ilios luo.Ht onipluiticall y prott'st apiiiist .siicli a fal.'^i- 
fifatiou t»f thnir mo<i\i*s, whirh tln'v openly statisl. 

I Iioir oonvici iciii was that a just poiu*o juMvpfablo t4» 
all bolligijrtMits was pos.'.iblo, that it oouM ho hrou^^ht 
about, ami thiit furtht'i* bli>odshoil ooiihi not ht‘ jiistilifsl. 
'Jlioir rotulinoss ti» inako known tla'ir poaoo (*on<iit ions 
without rosorvat iini at tho i>piMiin^ of ni‘gt>t iations 
tlisprovos any doubt t»f thoii* sinoority. 

Our Oiioinios, in whoso pow»'r it was to oxainint^ tho 
n‘al valuo of our ott»‘i\ noitlu'r mail*' any oxaniinat ion 
nor inado oountiT-proposjd'j. Instt'ad of that, lln'y 
di*t‘lar»‘d that poaoo wa.s imptjssihlo .so lonj» as tho 
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restoration of rii^hts and lihortios, tho nekriow- 

lorjgmtmt of the priiioiplo of nationalities, and tho free 
existence of small States wore imt giiaraiitoo<l. I'he 
sincerity which our enomios dojiy t<i the proposal 
of tho four allieil Powers oaiinot he allow tsl by tho 
world to these domaiiMs if it recalls tho fate of tho 
Irish peoplo, the dost met ion of the freedom and inde- 
pt'iidenet? of the Poor Republics, the snbjeetion «»f 
Northern Africa by Ktiglaud, France, and Italy, the 
Buppr<?ssion of foresgu nationalities in Rlls•^ia,' ami. 
finally, tho oppression of Greece, w'hich is unoxampled 
in histf)ry. 

Thon^ was tlu^n a lougr dissertatifiu oii tin* 
abamloiimmit of tlio Dotdarat ion of Loialoii, 
tho “ starvation eat npuipi* against (Jonnatty/* 
tho wickodnoss ot “tho o\tonsi*)it (tf tho war 
to Africa,” and ilnally a.n insolent attack on 
Belf;iuin, on tho ground i-spm ially that sho did 
not acoepti tho (h'rman prop<»sal tliat the 
Gorman armies should mnrcli thmugli Holgitim 
uno[)posod. 

A similar Xotii was sent out from \'ii‘nna. the 
chief differoneo bf'iim that Austria-Hungary 
slaiiflf'rod Sc'rbia as ( lermaiiy sla-ndcred Ikdgium. 

These T(*utoni(‘ prot ('stations ma.d(‘ little or 
no impression in fon'ign countrit^s ; they w(‘r(‘, 
indood, only inti'iidcu] to divert attention in 
ttio Ct'utral Hmpirt's tlioms(!|\’(*s from the 
detailed i3tatem(‘nts of tlu^ jiolicy and aims of 
tho Alli(*s wliicb wert^ now forthcoming. On 
January 10, 1017, M. liriand haiah'd to Mr. 
Sharp, the Am(*ricaii Ambassa.dor in Paris, tlie 
following reply from the .\lli('s to Mr. Wilson’s 
Note: 

1. 'I'he .Allied Guvr'iiunents havt' reeciveil the Note 
delivere<l tu them en \c»vember P.l iu the uanw* of 
the UiiilCjl Slates Government, 'I’lu'V liave studied 
it with dm care eiijoiiu^d nprni them both by their 
accurate sense of thi' gravity of the moment and by tlieii 
Biueere friendsbip for the .American peijple. 

2. Ill general, they make a point of <1e<'lariiig that 
they ])ay homage to tlie loftiness of the sentiments 
inspiring the Ameiiean Note, and that du3y associat(' 
themselves ‘ wholtdieartedly with tho plan of creating 
a Imaguo of the Nations to (msuro peaeo and justiee 
throughont tho worM. 'Diey re cognise’ all tho advan- 
tages tliai woulil accrue to tho can^e of hninaiiity and 
civilization by the estahlisinnent of international 
BCttlements dt'sigiied to avoid viohiit eonfliets between 
tho nations settlements W'hieli ought to ho attended hy 
tho ^lunotions necessary to assure their execution, ami 
thus to pnwtuit fresh aggrf‘ssions from being made 
easier hy an apjiarent security. 

n. Rut a discussion of future arrarigomonts designed 
to ensure a lasting peace presupposes a satisfactory 
BOttIcnneiit of Jhe pres<*Tit conflict. The .Allies fed a 
desire as vleep ivs tliiil of the Piiiteil States Government 
to s<*e prided, at tin* earliest, possible inomcnt, the war 
for w’hich tho Central Empire.^ are responsible, and w hich 
inflh'lH sufferings so cruel upon humanity. Jiut they 
judge it impossible to-day to bring about a jieaee that 
shall assure to them the reparation, the restit ution, and 
the guarantees to which they arc entitled hy the aggres- 
sion for which the, responsihilily lies upon the Ontral 
Powers — and of whic h die very princ iple temled to under- 
mine the safety of Europe a peace that shall also permit 


the cstahlishinent upon firm foundations of tlu' future of 
the natiims of Europe. Tho Allied nations are eon- 
seioiis tluit they an^ fighting not for seltish int ('rests, 
hut, above all, to safeguard tho independence of peoples, 
right, and humanity. 

4, Tho Allies are fully alive to and deplore tht' losses 
and snfh'i’ings whieli the war eau.ses neutrals, as well as 

, helligerents, to endure; hut they do not held them- 
selves ri'sjHuisihle, since iu im way did 1 ht‘ v desin* or 
provoke this war ; and tlii'y make (>v(U’v effort to U'sseu 
such damage' to the full exl»‘ut c'ompalihio with the 
iiu'xonihle iiMpiiremi'nts of their deh'uee against the 
violence and tlm pitfalls of t h«^ foeji 

5. Jleiice di<’y iiott' with satisfaefion the declaral itai 
that as regards its origin the American eomiuunieat ion 
was in no wis*' as'>ociati*d with that of th»' tA'utral 
Powers, t raiiMiiit ted on l)(‘(‘»'mher IS by th(^ Cnitt'd 
Stall's Governnuait ; iiciflier do tlw*y doubt tho n'solvo 
<ff that Govcriiuu'iit to avoitl even th(' appeiirauee of 
tiiving any, alht'it, only moral, support to tlm ri'spousihle 
iiulhor.s of dui war. 

(». 'I'ho Allied Goserumeiits hold ihem.sidvc's hound to 
mako a .stand iu the friendliest yet in tlu' cliMin'st. way 
against du‘ estahlishmeut m the American Note of a 
likein'ss h(‘t wet'll tho t.wo helligcrt'iil. gr()n[>s ; this liki'- 
lU'ss, fouiidetl upon the juihlie Htultanents of the Central 
Powers, eoniliel.s directly with thi' ovidi'iico^ both as 
regartis t lit' ri's[>onsihilit ics for t he jiast and the guaraiitt'es 
tor the fiilitrt'. In mi'ulioning this liki'ut'ss I’resideiit 
Wilstm et'rtaiuly did not mean to associal«' hiiusi'lf 
w ilh it. 

7. If at this monu'iit then^ Ix' an eslahlishi'd historical 
fa"t, it is th(' aggressive will of Gt'rmaiiy and Austria to 
ensure t h('ir* nuis( cry over Europe and their ('r'unomic 
dtaiiinat ion over the world, Ry lu'r declara.t ion of war, 
hy till' iiunuxiiati' violation of Ri'Igium and Lnx(*mhiirg, 
and hy th<^ way sht' has carried on tint stniggli*, G(wmany 
has alst> proved her systematic (‘outempt of ovt'i'y 
principle of humauity iiiid of all ri'spcel for small State's ; 
in proportion as the <*nufliet lias diAcloped, (hi' altitudo 
of tin? (x'litral INivvers and of tluar Alli(‘s has hec'n a 
('ontimial challenge to humanity and to (‘ivilizat ion. 
Neeid we rucabll tlu; horrors that aeiMuiipauitMl the in- 
vasion of Rf'lgium and of Serbia, the atnx'ious rulo laid 
upon tile iuvadt'd countries, Ih" massaeri' of hiimln'ds 
of thousands of inoffensive' .Armenians, the harharitn's 
eommitl('d against the inhafiitants of Syria, the >Ceppelin 
raids upon opi'ii towns, the dest.riK't ion hy siihmarines 
of passenger sti'airtJ'rs and nK'n'hant iiK'ii, ov<ai under 
neutral flag'<, the cruel treat lueut inflicted upon jirisoiiers 
of w’ar, the judicial murders of Mi-s ( 'avell and of ( 'aplaiu 
Fry'alt, Ihe d(‘porlat ion and the lediK'tion to slavi'iy 
of civil populations? 'I'hi' accomplishment of siu’li a 
si'i'ics tif crimes, pi'rpclrated without any ri*gard for t Im 
univ(^rsal rc'prohation they arou.'.cil, aniftly explains to 
Picsid<*nt Wilson the protest of the Allies. 

H. 'They considt'r that tho Note thi*y hiimhxl to tlie 
United JSlate-s in reply to tho German Not<' aiiswf'rs the 
(pK'stion put hy thi' Anu'rieau Govcrimienf , and form.s, 
according to tho words of that Government , “ an avowal 
of their rospodive views as to the tirriis on vvhi"li tho 
war might bo concluded.” Mr. Wilson wishes f<u‘ luori' : 
he desires t hat t h(i hclligereni Powers shonld deline, in the 
full light of day, their aims in prnsecnling the war. 'The 
Allies fiial an ilitlieiilty in urisw'<*ring thi ^ re((H(‘v(. 'I la-ir 
w’ar aims are well known; they ha\e Ixs-n repisitedly 
defined hy th«! heads of their various Governnients. 
'I'heso wfir aims will only be. set forth in detiiil. with all 
tho compeiisHtioris and equitahk' indeinnitif.s for harm 
.suffered, at tlx^ moment of negotiation. Rut the 
<■ivili•/.ed world kmmH tliat tlx'y imply, nis-es^aiily arid 
first of all, the n'storation of Relgiurn, Serbia, and 
.Montenegro, with the ciuupensaf ions duo to them ; 
tho evacuation of th(3 invadi'd tcrrilorif'S in Franei'. in 
Kii'sia, in Rnmama, witli jii-t n'paraliou ; tho nmrgaiiiza- 



41)2 


THE TIMES HISTOUY OF THE WAR. 


tioii of Europ#*, by a sta!)Io r6i;imc and bo.'-^ d 

at oiico on for niii ionaIiti(‘H and f»n th^» rif^ht t«> 

full H<K’urity au<l liberty of «*fonornif' dovolopmont 
pf»saf*S'C*d by all ponplf's, small ami ^j;n.-al , ami at tliosana* 
tiiiio u})r)n territorial f'onvontions ami international 
sot 1 l(^rm*nts siudi a- to j^uarant^'o land ami s<*a front ior^ 
against uiijustiliod jittsmk ; the restitution of provinees 
ffirinerly torn from tin* Allies by tfjroo or against tin? wish 
of t h«*ir iiibabitant s ; th(’ lilM*ration of tlie Italians, as 
also of th<* Slavs. |{umam*s. and Czoeho-Slovaks from 
foreign <b»inm,ttitin ; the setting froo of the population'^ 



(JHNHUAL VON STEIN, 
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subjet't. to the bloody tyrannv <»f iho Turks : ami tlie 
turning out- of Europe ot tlu' Oltoinaft I'anpiro as 
do< id«slly foreign to A\'«-.stern ei\ ili/.alion. 

it. 'The inti'otioii'-^, iif bis Majesty tlie lOnnieror of 
Kiesia in regard to I’oland have been clearly imliealed 
by tbo manift'stti be lias just a«ldi'esse<l t<j Ills Armies, 

Kb 'riiert' is m> m*od to say that, if the Allies de^^ire 
to shield Eurc'pe from the eo\'«‘t«Mis bnilalHy of Prussian 
militarism, tin* exti'i'inination and tlu* ]>oliticaI disap' 
pearanet' of the («ermau p<a)plos liav «' never, as has Imh*ii 
liretombal, formed part of tlioir <lesigns. 'Phey desire 
above all to ensure peat-e on tho priueiples of liberty a.mt 
ju'^tiee. and up<»u th<? inviolable liilelity to international 
eiigagemi'ut s by which tho Cioveriiinent of tho United 
Stiites have ever been itispiroil. 

11 . l'nit«Ml ill tho pursuit of this Ivifty aim, the Allies 
are dett'vmined, severally ami joiiilly» to ai't with all 
their powt'r and to make all sacritiees to eairy to a 
\ iet »>rii>ns imViI a eonlliet npini which tln'v are eonviiieed, 
depend not only their own widfare and prosperity Vmi 
tho future of I'iv ilr/.at ion itself. 

Tt)g;»Mlu‘r vvitli I In* joint Unply of the AHii*s 
to Prosiilfiil- Wilson, mi iiihlitional Noth from 
IJolg-iiim was, in tin* prt'sonot' of IJarou Jioyoiis. 
Holg;ian Mipisti'i* fi>r Foreign AlYairst, dolivoroH 
to tho Ainoricaii Amhassaiior. ''Pho* principal 
invssagos ran as follows ; 

As inmdi as \Tr. Wmxlrovv Wilson, the Koyal (Jovern- 
ment would wi'li to --ee this war eomo to an end as soon 
as possible. 

Hilt the Pn’sident st'i'ins tt> think that the statesmen 
in the two hostile I'amps are jmrsuing tlu\ same wtir 
aims, 'the i«\ain]>le of Btdgiiuu unhappily demonstrates 
that thi'^ is not the ease. Unlike t)ie Central PowejN. 
Jielginni ha> m'ver iviriuxl at eonquest. 'Phe barharous 


manner in vvhieli tho Uerrrian rbivf*ryinent has treated 
and still treats the llelgiaii nation floes not admit 
f>l any s|ip|}ositif>ii that <5<*rmuny wall makn it her 
fan* to giiarariti*e bjr llm future tin? rights of weak 
fieoples which she has not f^easod to trample under fofit 
ever since tho war that she let loose began to ravage 
Eurfipr. 

t)n llif* other hand, the Koyal Gov’ernmenl notf*s with 
[ilensnre ami with eoriHdencc the assuruiiee that the 
Uriitefl States impatiently await themfunent to cooperate 
in the ineasiin's which will be taken, after peace, to pro* 
Ifft ami gnararitef* small nations against vioU’nce and 
opt%res'. ion. 

Until Uerminy df*liveifMl her nltiinatnin, Kelgimn’s 
solo aspiration was to live on good terms with all her 
neighbours ; ttiwards eaeli ot tht*ni she disehargetl wdth 
sf-rupulous Itiyalty the obligations imposed on h»*r by her 
neutrality. 'Jltiw^ was she nnvarded by Germany for tlu* 
ffuitidenee she* showf'd ? ( )v(‘rnight , without plausible 

warrant, lu‘r nentralitv wa- violateil, her Lei'i’itorv vva^ 
mvafiefl, ami the im])f‘rial Chaneellor in annoum'ing to 
the Kf'iehstag tins yiolatitin of right ami of tivaty. was 
eomp«*Ue<l to admit the inifpiity t'f sneh an a, el and tf> 
pmmtse that repanilion would ht‘ mad*. Hnt the 
German- alt< r oeeujiying Helgian tenitnrv, >howed 
tlu‘mselves no inon* ohst-rvant ut the lules of inti ina- 
I mnal law or of tjin jiniyision-, . >t 'Plie 11 agm* ( 'onv t'nl ions. 
Phey f‘\liaust(‘d the l•f*sonl•ees of the eonntiy h\' evae- 
tions a- hea\ V a-' th«',\ wi*re arljitrary ; tliey d.-liherately 



ADMIRAL VON HOL TZENDORFF, 
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ruined it-' imbisiries dostioyed whide towns, ami put 
to «h*!\th or imprisoiu'il a coii-idf*rahle <iumher t)f ini- 
iiahitants'. Kveii now. wliik* they loudly proclaim theip 
desire to put an end to the horrors ot the wof* lhf?y 
ageravab* the rigours of the o(*eupation hy eivrrying 
Kelgian worknu n info slavei \' hy t lioii.-amls. 

It there i-^ a country that i^ entitled to .'-ay that it 
took up arms *iii order to defeiel its existence, that 
eoimtrv assuredly is Bf*Igiiun. Competed by lorce to 
tight or to .snlanit to dishonoiii. she passionately de.'^iies 
that an end may be .set to the unheard-of sufEeiing*j 
of her pt*puiation. But sin* coiikl accept only a peace 
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that assnri's tu togothor with o(|uirah|(' roparatitiii, 
scciiritioa and ^iiarantofs for tlu* future. 

Firmlly, tho H^»lgian (Joveriinnt expivssrd 
‘Uhe logitinmto hopo tluit, at tho liiml sottlo- 
niont of this long war, tho voice ot* the Kiiteiitt^ 
Towers will find in the United Stalt^s a umini- 
tnous echo to (*laiiu for Tt'lgitim, the iniioetait 
victim of (German ambition and of (Jennan 
greed, the rank and position that are markt'd 
ont for hor among tho civilized nations, by 
virtue of her blameless past, by th»' valour of 
her soldiers, by her lidofity to honour, and 
by her pooph^’s remarkable aptitiulo for 
work.” 

Kel’eronce has aln'ady btsai ma.de to the 
attitude of Swit /.ei‘land and Seaitdinavian 
Stales ttnvards .Mi*. W’ilson’s Note to the 
belligennts. 'riu* Spanish (Jovernmont, for 
its ))a.rt, publislaui on l_)eC(anbi*r .’{() n repl^^ to 
tlu^ Unit(‘tl States which disclosed tho fact thal 
<ui Deecunber 22, a.fter communieat ion of the 
Ami'ru'an Notc^ to tlit* Ixdligen'uts, the Unittul 
States had dirt'ctly invitiul Spain to make a 
demarche on lu'r own a,<*eoiint. Spain refused, 
aiul rather pointedly expressed “ the opinion 
that, now tliat tho I'n'sident of the United 
States has taktJii this initiative and the diftenait 
impressions which it has produced are a.lr(‘jnly 
known, thc^ demarche which the United Stat<»s 
invites Spain to make would not la# eflective, 
all tlio mort‘ as the (Jiaitral Fmia’rc's ha.\«' 
aln^vdy expressed their tirm intention that the 
conditions of peace slujuld Ix^ concerted bo- 
tw(*(*n th(' b(»lli‘j^('rent Towers alone.” Idie 
Spanish (.h*vernment ** suspended its a(*ti<>n 
find reserved it for a moment when the efforts 
of all those wlio d(wire ])eace can hav<^ greater 
utility and efficacy than tliey have now,, 
suppcxsing that at that- moment thca'e w<*re 
nxison to belitsve that its initiative or intc*r 
vent ion might have good results.” 

So much for the ollitMal pronounc*ements f)f 
thci various Governments. Ihit no account <»t 
them would be complete without tie* inclusion 
of a dispatch which ^Ir. A. .1. Ihdi’our, now 
Foreign Seendary in ^Ir. Lloyd George’s ad- 
ministration, a,ddres.^i‘d to the Hritish Ambas- 
sador at Washington, in si iuling him a tnuis 
lation of the Allied Xot(^ tr> tin? Ihiited States. 

“ This powerful and lucid deveh)pm»*nt of the 
main points in tin* (uise ot tin? Allif*s,” f>bserved 
The Time:*, “brings out tlm intimate logical 
connexion <->f the terms which they have laid 
<lown with i!nf>ressivc» c<)g(*ncy an<l force. Tt 
possesst's all th(? superiority in reasoning and 


in form whieh fln‘ product of a single intelli- 
gtaico, belonging to the first order, enjoys over 
a composite prodiictjou, retouched to satisfy 
tho criticisms of many ditferent minds.” Mr 
Ihilfoiir wToto : 

1 gat tier from tin' general tenor of tin' Pre-^idout 
Noto that, wliilo ho is animat I'd hy an intense liesin' tlnvt 
jM-aoo should coiin^ soon, and that whon it coiuos it should 
bo hksting, ho does not. for the moment at lea'-st. roiiceru 
himsolf with tin' terms on whieh it shonlil hi' arranged. 
His Majesty’s Go\eniiin*n t entirely '.hare the President 's 
ideals ; hut they feel strongly that, the dnrahiiity of tho 
poaee-nnist largi'ly i.lepend on. its elnmn-ter, and tlnit 
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no slahle .'<y,'-ti‘m of international relation'' con bo 
hiiilt on fonndiitjons winch are es-^entially and hopele.'-Mly 
ilefeeti\'e. 

'fhis heeonn‘s cl<*arly apparent, if we consider the main 
<‘oiidil ioii^ which ri*ndered ])ossil>lc the <>ala.mities from 
wliich tho world is now suffering. 'These w'ero the 
oxi.steiiee of a (Ire>it J^)Wer eiwj'iimed with the Inst of 
dorninatiem, in the midst r>f a corntnnnily of iiation-i ill 
prepared ff)r defence, plont ifnlly supplied, indeed, with 
interniitioTial laws, hut with no rnaehinci*y foi^ enforeing 
them, ami weakened hy the hurt tlwit neither the 
boundaries of the various States nor t heir iuti'rnal eon- 
Klitiition Injtnnorii/.eil v\ilh tin- a-^piralions of their 
constituent raeCH, or >eeiired to them just and eipial 
treatment. 

'J'hat this last e\'il would he greatly mitigated if the 
Allies secured the changes in the map of Knroy)e ontlinefl 
in thi'ir joint Note is manifest, and f need not labour 
the pf>int. 

It ha.s been argued, indeed, that, tlie expnhion rif the 
Turks from Kiiropo forms no proper or logical y)arl of 
this general scheme. The mainLU'iiance ot the 'Turkish 
Kutpiro w'as (hiring ihany generation^- regarded hy states- 
men of wfirld-uide authority as essential to the main* 
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tenance of Ein^]^an pc»aop. ’Why, it is a'^kccl, should 
the canso of poaco bo now associated with a complete 
reversal of this traditional policy ? 

The answer is that eirciimstaiic*cs have completely 
changed. It is , unnecessary to consider now whether 
the creation of a reformed Turkey mediating bctwec*n 
liostile races in the Near Ea^t was a scheme which, had 
» the 8ultan been sincere and the Powers united, could 
ever have been realized. It certainly cannot be realize<l 
now. The Turkey of “ Union and Progress ** is at least 
as barbarous and is far more aggressive than the 'Turkey 
of Sultan Abdul Hamid. In th(^ hands of Germany it 
has c.easod even in appearanc<i to b<^ a bulwark of p<»aee, 
and is openly used as an instrument of conquest. Under 
German otTficers Turkish soldiers are n<>w lighting in 
lauds from which they had long been expellisl, and a 
Turkish Government, controlled, subsidizetl. and su|)- 
ported by Germany, has bo<*n guilty of massacres in 
Armenia and Syria more honiblo than any recorded in 
tht* history oven of those unhappy countries. Mvid4Mitly 
the interests of peaee and the* claims of nationality 
alike require that 'I’lirkish rule over alien races sliall 
if possible,’ bo brouglit to an end ; ami wo may hope t luit 
tho expulsion of Turkey from Europe will contributt* 
as much to the cause of peace as tlio i-estoratioii of 
Alsace-Lorraine to Erance, of Italia Irrotlenta to Italy 
or any of the otlu'r territorial eliaugos iiidieateil in the 
AIlie<l Xoto. 

JOvideiitly, however, such tcrrit<irial rcarrangenwnts, 
tbongb they may diminish the oceasiona of war, [)rt>vi<l(‘ 
no sullieient st'eurity against its recurrence. If Gerinaiiy, 
or, rather, those in Germany who mould its opinions 
ami control its dcstini(?s, again set out to dominate the 
world, they may lind that by (ho now order of things 
the adventure is made more ditrienlt, hut hanlly (hat it is 
made impossible, ddu'y may slill have ri'ady t<> thi'ir 
hand a politi<*al system organized through aii<l tlirough 
oil a military basis ; tliey may «rill accnmulale vast stores 
of military equipment; they may still perfect, (heir 
methotls of attack, so tliat tlicir more pa<dli«*- neighbours 
will bo struck down before they <‘an prepare tlitunselves 
tor defence. If so, Europe when the war is over will be 
far poorer in men, in money, ami in mutual good will 
than it was when the war began, but it uill not bo 
safer; and the luqM's for (he futui'e of the world enter- 
tained by the Presiilent will be as far as e\er injiii 
fulfilment, 

'rhere arc thos<* who tliink that, for this ilisejiso, inter- 
national treaties anil international laws may provi<le 
a sutheient cure. But such persons have ill lejirnod the 
lessons so clearly taught by recent history. Whili' 
other nations, notably the United States of America and 
Britain, were 8tri\ing by treaties of arbitration to make 
surc> that no chane.e quarrel slmuld mar the [mnicc 
they desired to make perpetual, Germany stood aloof. 
Her historians and pliilosophers preached the sfilendoiirs 
of war: power was proclaimed ns the tnu* end of the 
State ; the General Staff forged with untiring industry 
tho weapuns by which, at the appointed moment, powcT 
might he achieved. These facts proved clearly enough 
that treaty arrangemeuts for nxaintaiiiiug fieac'e were 
not likely to find much favour at J“5erliii ; they flid not 
prove that such treaties, once made, would be utU^rly 
ineffectual. This became evidtmt only when war had 
brokcui out; though the demon'll ration, wlieii it came, 
was t>v^er\vhelmiug. Si> long as (h-rmany remains the 
Germany whieli, without a sha<l«>w of justification, over- 
ran ami barbarously ill-treated a country it was pledged 
to defend, no State can regard ^its rights fus seejuro if 
they have no Ix'tter protection than a solemn treaty. 

'I'lie ease is made worse by the reflectiiin that these 
methods of calculated brutality were designed by llie 
Uentral Bowers not merely to crush to the <lust those 
with whom they were at war, but to intimidate tho.-e 
with whom they were still at p<*tvc<‘. Belgium was not 
only a vietim — it was an example. Neutrals wi*re 


intended to note the outrages which accompanied its 
conquest, the reign of terror which followed on its occupa- 
tion, the deportation of a portion of its population, the 
cruel oppression of the remainder. Ami lest nations 
happily prote<'ted, «*ither by British tleets or by their 
own, from G(*rman twinies should suppose theiusidves 
safe from German methods, the submarine luis (wit bin 
its limit s) asviditotisly imilat<»d the barbaric pnict it*i's 
of the vis1<M' sorvieo. The War Staffs of the (^Mltral 
l\>wers are well content to horrify the worhl if at the 
same time tlu\v can terrorizt' it. 

If, then, the (Viitral I’owors succeed, it will bi‘ to 
methods like th(*se that (hey will owt' their suect'ss. 
How eau any reform of international n'lation.s bo based 
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on a pea<;e thus oblniuetl ? Su('h a pca'^'c would repn*- 
.s«*nt the triumph of all the foree-j which imikf* waroerlaiu 
ami make* it brutal. It woulil advertise the futility of 
all the methods on whic h ( ivilizatioii relies to c'liminate 
the occasions of int(;rnat ioiial dispute and to mitigate 
tludr f«*roc*ity. 

GcTimuiy a id Au-striji made tlie pn?s(Mil. war inevitable 
by attacking the rights fif ouo small State*, and they 
gained their initial triumphs hy violating tie* treaty, 
guardcsl torritorifis of another. Are small States going 
to find in them th<*ir future* protectors, or in treaties 
made hy them a bulwark again d aggression ? 'I’errgrism 
by laud and *cea will liiive prove**! it.s«*|f the* iiistniinent of 
vietory. .\ro the victors likely to abamh>ii it on llio 
appeal of tho neutrals ? If existing troati(*s are m> mon» 
than M-rap.s of paper can fresh treaties hel|i iis ? H the 
violation (>f tho most lundamcntal canons of international 
law h*' <-r*)wnefi with success, will it not be in vain that 
the aS''‘inbl(*d nations labour tf> improve tlwir node ? 
N«aio will prt>fit by their rules but the eriminals who 
break them, ft is tlm^^ who keep (hem that will sutTej*. 

'rhough, therefore, the people of this e.niiitry share 
to the full tho (h'siro of tlm l‘re->i(hsit for peae • (hey do 
not Iwlieve that peaer- eau lie durabl'i if it he not based 
oil the success of file Allied ^•ansf‘. For a durable jioaee 
can hardly be expi*eted imle.^s throe conditions are 
fiilfiMed. 'Fhe first is that the existing eausos of inter- 
national unrest sliould be, as far as jio^sihle, removed 
or woakonod. I’he sceond is that tho aggrossivo aims 
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and tho iirisonipuloiis motliods of tin* Central INjwors 
nhoiiM fall iati> tli'^roputo anions thoir tjwii pf‘opl<*^. 
'I'ho third im that, hohind intoriuit ioniil law, and hohirid 
all troaly aiirrang<*ia‘*nts for pi*<*v<*iil in^ or liiniiin^ hm- 
tilitioH^ Horno form of intorrmtional sanctitiii sliould ho 
dovisod whioh would j^ivn jaxuso to tho liardiont aggrcs-jor. 
'rhoHO ooraditions may h.j ditncult of fulfilmont. Rut 
wo holiovo thorn to bo in j^onoral harmony with tho 
l^o«irlontVs iaioal-i, and wo aro oonfid<*nt ihiA non© of 
tlioin can bo •-atisfiod, ovon iinporfootly, unless peae© 
bo .secured oji tho general linos indiealod (so far as 
J'hjropo is eoncorned) in the .loint Note. Theroforo it is 
that this country lias in>ide, is inalcing, and is prepared 
to make ''a<*ri(iec*s of blood an<l tre;i-»ure unparalleled in 
its history. It bears those hoav’V hurdtuis not merely 
that it may thus fullil its treaty obligations, nor yet 
that it may .-ccure a barren triuin()b of one group of 
nations over anofli'M*. It bear^ t h *111 boeauso it firmly 
belioMvs that on the ;->ucce,ss ot • t h(i Allies <loporid tho 
jirospeets of jjeacoful eivili/.ation and of lho.se interna- 
tional reforms whieh the best think'-rs of the Nmv 
W^uM, as of tho Old, dare to hope, may follow on the 
eeMsalion of onr pri'sent ealamitio'., 

I mmcMliiiti'ly n-l’lcr tln' puhlicatioii of tho 
Kopiy <‘f th(? Allios to Prosidoiit Wilson, tho 
J\.nis(‘r luidrosstMi tin* ft>llo\ving proolaniatiou 
<0 tin* (Jormaii jtonplo : -- 

Our enemiivs have dropped the mask. After refusing 
with ^eorii and hypocritical words of love for peaee 
and humanity otir honest peace olfor they now, iti tlu ir 
reply to the United Stiifes, have gone beyond that, 
and iidmitteil thoir lust for conipiost, the ba.soness of 
which is flirt lier oiihaiiced by tlieir calumnious asser- 
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tioiis. Their aim is the crushing of ii^many, the 
membermont of tho Powons allied to u?, and tho ensias'e 
ment of tho freedom of Europe and tlie seas under the 
same yoke that Greece, with gnashing teeth, is in)vf 
enduring. Hut what tlioy in thirty months of the 
bloodiest fighting and unscrupulous economic wa; 
couM not achievt; they will also in all tho futuro not 
accomplish. 



BARON VON FREYTAG-LORTNGHOVRN, 
Deputy-Chief of the German General Staff, 1916. 

Our glorious victories arul our iron slrcnglh of will, 
with which our fighting pcopk' at the front an<l at 
homo have born all lianislilp and distress, guaranteo 
that also in the futuro our beloved Fatherlantl has 
iiolliing to fear. Burning indignation and holy wrath 
will rotloiiblo the strength of every German man ami 
woman, whether it is dov«>ted to fighting, work, or 
sulTeriiig. We are ready for all sacrifiee.s. The (bxi 
who planted Hi.s glorious spirit of freedom in onr bi ivo 
people’s heart will also give us and our loyal nllic'-!, 
tested in battle, full victory over all the enemy lu'^t 
tt»r power and rage for destruction. 

Tfiis pi'oeliitiiat ioti, u.iul l}u‘ Hood of similar 
uttoraiieos wliich were now emittt‘d from 
Germany, were no doubt siiieert» enough in 
tho sense that Germany was much disgustt'd 
by the Allies’ frank definition of their aims 
in prosecuting tho war. The statements of 
tho Allies wort', indeed, of tht' most damaging 
kind, and the German ])eace manmuvre as 
sneh liad failed igiiominiously. Bnt althougJi 
the failure was unpleasantly ignominious, 
(iennan expectation of direct success had 
always been extremely faint. Tho main object 
was to clear Die political decks for more 
“ ruthless ’* prosecution of tho war. Germany 
was about to throw out lier final challenge to 
the world. She was aware that she was now 
staking everytliin^. In view €>spocially of 
t hi' <'xpt*rii'nces of Belgium, Serbia and Rumania, 
it was improbable that any of the other European 
States would intervene at this stage. But, 
for the rest, it was “ Central Europe ” against 
the world, and (Jermany was risking the whole 
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of tlie structures which she liad so 

• painfully built up in the United States, in 
South America, and in the Far East. Thyn' 
could be no bett^r evidence of the German 
view than the astounding instructions sent 
from Berlin to Count Bernstorff in W^ashington 
for transmission to tho German ATinister in 
Mexico.* Herr Zimmermann,.tho now German 
Foreign Secretary, was writing, it must be 
remembered, on January 11), whih' GtM'many 
was nominally on tho most friendly tiTins 
w ith the United States. Ho alr('ivd,v announced 
that “ imrestricted ” submarine warfare wcuikl 


of an allianc(' wit h I’ersia in I SOT ! As for 
tin*, intended proposal to Japan, it could bo 
appreciated only by tln^ German (‘ocerninent 
which during the spring aiul summer of 11)14 
had been trying to pri*pare for its coming war 
by securing Japanese lu'utrality, and by the 
German people which had serio\isly believed 
lit the beginning of August, 11)14, tlnO Japan 
had declared war on Hussia. 

Whether i>r not l*resident \Vilson was 
alretuly aware* of the true character of German 
policy, ho (‘oiitinued cailmly on lus course. 
Oil January 22 he delivered a sp<*<M*h to tlio 
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begin on February 1 ; h«* declared I hat 

Germany^ “ intendt'd to endcavom; to ke(*p 
neutral ” the United States ; and yt‘t he wiis 
already pr<‘pared, “ as soon as it is certain 
tliat there will be an outbreak of war with the 
I'nited States,” to make *a definite alliance 
with Mexiei), and to invite Japan to desert hi^r 
Allies. Seldom in the history of diplomacy 
had there been such a combinatir>n of cynicism 
and folly ; when Herr Zimmermann w as 
criticiscil in tho lieichstag, the National 
Liberals cited Frederick tho Great and Napoleon 
Ti his defence— espticially Napoleon’s proposal 

♦For tho text of tho Note f^co Chapter CLXXVJIl., 
n. 373. 


Senafi* whicJi, in s[)ite of its apparent irn*levan(Mi 
to the ^•ve^ts tluit w'^n* imm(*diately impending, 
must be recorded herc^ as oru's of the most 
inemorablo State* papers in tho hist»»ry of the 
time*. Mr. Wilson said ; — 

On IM hist. I an i«icMti<‘ Note 

to tho Govurnmejiita of tho iiations now ut war recjiiost ini' 
them tf> '-'tnte, inoro Jefhiit«'ly then th»'y Imd y‘*l 
hy either j^roiip nf t>**IIiYrererit the t«‘nris iqu)!! whieh 
tliev would 'le«*in it pos>it>le to TriM.kf« pea<*e. 

1 >pf)ke on bidiah of hiirniiiiity and of tho nVhts of 
:ill neutral nations like f)ur own, riiuriy of who-^o uiosL 
vital infiTe<-tg flio war piit-^ in eon^taiit jeojnirdy. 

'I’he t.’enfral Powers iiriite*| in a reply \\hi<-h .-t!ife<l 
merely t!*at they were rea'lv to meet tlwir atila;.';r»Mi,-| s 
in ffmfereiiee to tenu-: of jieaee. 

"I'lio I'hiteiile flowers ha\ e replierl mueh more flefniitely 
and have stated, in j'eiieral teriri-< indeed, hut \ritli 
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sufficient (iefin!ttanos.s to imply dotAiIs. the ftfranjro- 
rnentiJ, .piiarantPfcs. and act'« of reparation which they 
deem to bo the indisponsablo conditions of a satisfactory 
sey leinont. 

Wo* aro much nearer a dofinife discussion of the 
peace which shall end the present war. AVe are that 
much nearer the discussion of the international concert 
which must thereafter liold the world at peace. In 
ov'cry diseussion of the peaee that must otnl this wn-r 
it is taken for granted that peaee must he followed by 
dofinife concert of the l*uwers which will make it vir- 
tually impossible that any such eatastroplu* should ever 
overwhelm us a;raiii. J'lvery lover of mniikiiich every 
sane and thoughtful man, must take that for jiraiiteii. 

i have sought tliis opportunity to a<ldr<*ss yon because 
I thought that 1 owed it to you, as the eouucil ass<»- 
riated with me in the final determination of t>ur inter- 
national obligations, to disclose to you without reserve 
the thought and purpose that have been taking form in 
my mind witli rt'ganl to tlio iluty of our tlovernment 
in the «lays to eorne, wliyn it will bi* neei'ssary to la\ 
ipifrcsh ami upon a lunv plan tho louiidalions of peace 
among the nations. 

It is incontieivable that tlie people of the X.hiited 
States should play no j>art in that great enterpris**. 

take part in such a service will he the opportunity 
for which they have sought to ]ireparc themselves 
by the very ])rinciph‘s and ]ijirposes of their polity 
and the apiiroveil pra<*tie(‘s of (heir < lovernment 4‘ver 
since the days wlu*n tiny stM up a now nation in fh<‘ 
liigli and hornnirahle hopi* that it might in all that it 
was aii<i did show munkiiid (he w«iy t(» liberty, They 
cannot in honour witlihohl tin* servicM* to which they laro 
now about to bo challenged, 'riu'v <lo not wish to 
withhold it. Ihit they <iwe it (<i ( hemselves and to the 
oth»*r nations of the world to state tlie (’oiiditions under 
which they will feel free to render it. 

'I’hat service is nothing less tliaii this; I’o adtl their 
authority and their power to (he authority uiul forci* of 
other nations to guaraiitis* ]ieac<» and justice throughout 
the world. Such a settlement <*annot' m»w long 

postporusl. ]t is right that before it eoinc's ( his (lovern- 
nient .sliould frankly formulate the eondiiioiis upon 
which it would f<M*l jiislifi('«l in asking our ptsiplo to 
approve its formal and solemn adherence to a league for 
peace. I am hen? to attein]it to state t hos«» <‘oiiditioiis. 

The present w'ar iiiust first he I'nded, but w<» tnve 
it to ciitidour and to a just regard for tlie ojiinion of 
mankind to say that, so far ns our [)ar( ici[>at ion in 
guarantees of future peae»' is eoncerned, it makes a 
great <leal of cliffi'reiice in what way ami upon what 
terms it is emh'd. 

Tho treaties and agr<>enu‘nts which bring it to an end 
must embody t(?rins that will cr<'at<* a peace tliat is 
worth guaraiit4‘eing and pn*serving, a peace that will 
win the approval of inaiiKiTid, not merely a pea<s* that 
will serve the s<*veral iiiti’n*sts ami immediato aims of 
the nations engaged. 

\V<' shall have no voice in <lelermining what tlu»se 
terms shall be, but we shall. I frrl '•ure, have a voice 
in tleterinining whether they shall !«• inadi* lasting 
or not by the guarantees of a iiiiixcrsal coV4*nant ; 
and our judgment upon what is fundament til »iml <'ssen- 
ti:il as a condition precclent t») pei-rnaruuicy should 
be .«pok(‘n now, not afterw’ards. when it m»iy )><• <«)o htfe. 

No covenant of cooperative peace tliat does luit 
inelmle the p<*ople.s of the Nc'w World can suthce (o 
keep th<? future safe agaiiet war; and yet there is only 
one sort of peaee that thi* peoples of Arneri^ti could 
join in guaranteeing, 'flu* ih-uients of that jxuice 
must be elements that e;tgage the c-onfidence and 
.satisfy the principles f>f the .Xmericjin tlov'eriimcnt, 
elements Cfuisisfeni with th** political faith and the 
practical convictions, which the peoplei< of America have 
once for all embraced and iimh^rttiken to fh-fend. 

I do not mean to say that any Aiiu'rif an t lov ernment 
would throw any obstacle in the way of any terms of 


peace the Ooverninent s now' at w'ar might agree upon, 
or seek to upset tliem wiien made, vvhat«»ver thi'y might 
bf?. I only take it for granted that mere terms of pi'aee 
between tho belligerents w'ili not satisfy evu*n the belli- 
gerents themselves. Mere agreenuuits may Jiot make 
poaeo .secure. 

Jt w'ill be ab.so!ut«'ly m'ci'ssary that a force he created 
as a guarantor of tho permanem*y of th<» .setthuiuuit so 
much greater than the force of any nation now engageil 
or any alliance hitlu*rto formed or projected, that no 
nation, no probable eonibiiiat ion of nations^ could face 
or w'ithstaud it. Jf the pisvce pn'sently to be mad»* is 
to endure, it miisL be a peaei? iiiadt* secure by the oi'ga- 
iiixi'd major force of mankind. 

Tho terms of the immediate peace agreed upon will 
tletermine whether it is a peace for which such a guarantee 
can be si*eured. 'I'lu' (piestiou upon which the whole 
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future jieace and policy of the vvau'ld <lepcnds is this: 
Js the pri'scnt a slrnggU* for iv just find scciiri* pems* or 
only ter a lU'W' bahvricc »»f pewer V It it be* laily a 
struggle fur u riiwv hiilaiu'c of puvvcr, who will giiaranti'c, 
wlio cull giiarantei* tlic stable ci|uilibrium of the. ii<*w 
urrangcincnt ? fhdy a tra?u|uil J'hiropc ca/i he a stable 
K’lirope, 'I'here must he, not a bulaiict* uf pow'er, bii^ a 
coriiiiiuiiity of power ; not orguni/.iMl rivalries, but. an 
cirgaiiizcd comiiuui pence. 

t'ort unutcly vve have reciavisl very explicit assuramsM 
on 1 his point , 

'I’he st jvtesineii of both of tlic* groups of nations novv 
nrrayisl against one another hav'e said, in terms that 
eonhl not he mi-interpreti*(l, that it w'as no part of the 
purpose they hail in mind to cni^^h their antagonists. 
Hut t hf’ iinjiiicat ions of these assiiranees may not h(» 
ctpially clear to all may not he the same on both .-ides 
of I hi* vvatci’. J think it will be serviceable if I attempt 
to set forth what we imd(‘i st and them to be. 

They imply, fir.'-t of all, that it must be a peace witlicjut 
victory. 

I heg that 1 may be p<‘rmitti*d to put my own inter- 
p'eiation iijion it and that it may he understood that 
no other interpretation was in iny thought. I am sock- 
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ing only tu und to tluTii without ‘ioft 

coiU‘Ottliiu*r»trt. 

Victory woiiKl inf'ari jjfa»o forccti upon the a 

victor’s terms iinposefi upon tlio vanquished. It would 
bo accujited in hiiiiiiinilii)rt, ur>d<*r ihiress, lit intolorrt)»lf* 
HHcrifice, and \vf»uld leav'^* a stiug, a reseiituiont, a hitter 
rn^^mory u])<»u w'hieh terins of peaeo woidd rest, not 
p<*rinaucut!y, but only as ujxui tpiieksaud. Only a pear.* 
belwrtin equals rab last— only a peace the very prine.ipl.* 
of whiel» is equality and a common participation in a 
comirnui 'bi'nefit. 'I'he right state of mind, tho right, 
feeling between nations is as necessary for a lasting peace 
as is the ju-t settlement of veXe<l (piestions of tcrritf>ry 
or f)f racial and national allegiance. 

'riie equality of nations upon wliich peace must bt? 
ffuinded, if It is to last, must be an equality of rights ; 
tlie guarautees f*\chauged must neither rocognizo nor 


sf‘curity of life, of worship, and of iiftlistrial ainl soi ii\j 
development should bo guarantood to all peoples whe 
have lived hitherto under I ho power of Cloverninents 
tlevoted to a faith and purpose hostile to tiieir 
own . 

T speitk of this, not beeauso of any desire to exalt an 
abstrar't politieal principle which has alw’aya been held 
very dear hy those who have sought to build up liberty 
in America, but for tho same reason that I have spoken 
of the other conditions of peace which seeni to mo clearly 
indispcnsablo — because I wish frankly to uncover 
realities. 

Any peac e wdiioh does not recognize and accept this 
prineiplo wdll inevitably bo upsot. Tt wmH not rest upon 
tho affections or tho convictions of mankind. Tho fer* 
inent of spirit of wdnde popidations will fight subtly and 
const aiitly a_rainst it, and all the workl will syinpatbize. 
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imply a dilTcrcm c be(w<‘<‘n big nation.'' and .''inall ; 
betwei'ii those that are powerful and those that are 
ueak. Kight must, be based ujion tho common .stri'iiuth, 
not iipt^n the individual strength, of tho nations upon 
whos<' t'oneert peace will dej>en.t. 

I*i(|uality of territory or of resources there, of ctnir-e. 
I'lymot bo ; nor any otlnu' sort of <*qiialit y in»t gamed 
ill the ordinary' pi'aet'ful niul l.*gitiinate ilivvelopment ol 
flic peopli' t lu*mst'l\'es. Hut iio one a.''.ks or expects 
tiny thing iiioro than nii equality ot rights. Maukiiui is 
lookiin.' now for freedom of life, lu^l for equipoi'«es t»f 
power. 

Ainl t here is a deepi'r t biuu' iu\ o1n ed tluui e\ eii I'quality 
of right among m’g.iui/ed iiatioio. 

No peaee can last, nr ought to hi'-t, uliieli tloes not 
rei-ogui/e and a.'ee()t the principle tliat (u»\ eminent^ 
liens e all tlu'ir just powers from tlu- emi^eni of the 
governed, ainl that in> right anywhere exists to hand 
po.iples about from poteiilat*' ti» pot.'iitate a^ if tln-y 
W(‘re property. 

1 lakt* it f.>r granti'd, for instance, if I may venture 
upon a sitigli* example*, that state-nu'n evei\\ wliere are 
agreed that tiu're .shonkf bo a united, iiuiejM'iulent , and 
autonoinmis Poland, ami that heneeforth inviolable 


Tho worltl can In* a! jx'aec only if its life i«, sta}>lc‘, and 
there can bo no stability where tho will is in rebe'lion, 
whore' the*re is imt t ranquillity of sjiirit and a .scii.se e»f 
justice*, of five’tleun, anei of rigid. 

So far as practicable*. iue_>roove*r, (*ve'ry groat pooplo 
now striigglpig leiw’ards a full eleve-kipme'id ejf its resources 
anel of its powers sheiutel be* assurt'd a dire*et outlet to 
the gre*at liighwuiys eef the se*a. 

Whe'ro this e.'aiiuot be deuio by tho cession of territory, 
it lui eloubt can be elouo by tho neutralization of direct 
rights elf wivy under tho geiie'ial guarantoo which will 
assmx* tho pe*e>ee itself. Witli a right ce>mity of arrange- 
nie*nt no natie>ii nee^d be .shut away from free acce'ss to 
the eipe'ii paths of tin* world’s commerce. 

Anel tjio paths ot tlie* sea rnu.st alike iii law' and in fact 
be friH*. Tlio freedom of tho seas is the sine quti tmn eif 
peai*e', eepuility, and e'tmpereitiein. 

No dmibt a somewhat raelieal rt'considcral ion e»t many 
e>f the rules of intei national pratdieo liitherto thought 
to be e"5tab|i':hcd may be neces'-euy in order to make tho 
-eas intiei^el tree* and ceunmem in practically' all circuin- 
.-tanrevs for tlie ns.* uf mankind ; but tho motives for such 
e-hange*-- is re»nvine*jng ami compelling. Thom can be? 
mi trust or iidimacy between the peoples of the workl 
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without them. The freo, constant, untJm'atcnctl intcr- 
^iirse of nations is an essential part of the process of 
pi‘aco and of development. It need not be ditln'iilt eithi*r 
to detiiio or to seenro tlie fret'doin of the seas if tlio 
Govoniments of the world sincerely desire to (‘oine to 
an agreement eoneerning it. 

It is a prc>bleni closely eonnec'ti'd with the limitation 


henct'forlli to continue here iiiid there to he built up and 
maintained. 'I’he .statesmen of the world must plan for 
pea<-e ami nations must adjust and aeeommodate tlieir 
policy to it as they liave planned for \\ nr and made 
n*ady for pitiless contest ami rivalry. 

The question of armaments, whether on land t)r on 
^ea. is the most iniTtU'diately and intt*ns«‘!y praetit'ul 



[I f,, HI fitnuatv I.;, nji/. 

“THE EXTINGUISHED LAMP OF PEACE.'' 

(xerman soldiers are represented in pursuit of the Powers whicli have refused the (ierman peace 

proposal, and as determined now to thrash " them. 


nf nav.'d armament': and the (-(joprrat ion nf the navies 
of the world in ki*ejiing the sf'as at oino free? and -ah*, 
ami the fpiesliou of limitiiig naval armaments open - tho 
wider and perhaps Tnf>re ditlieult <piev,tion of the limit a- 
tion of armies and fjf alt proLrrammes of military prepara- 
tion. I^ilhcMilt anil d«'li<'ate a-* tliesf. r|ue-.tions are, 
must ho faced with the ulm<ist eandour and de« n|ed in 
a spirit of real accommodation, if peace is to eoine willi 
healing in its \vings, and come to st>iy. Peace eannot 
be had without eonco.sKinri ami sacTifiee. 

There can be no sense of safety ami eqmtiity an 
the nations if grea*^ and prep<indf‘nitirig nrmaineni- 


fpi< '-tioii eoimeeti d with tlif‘ future fortune-, ot mifion- 
an I of mankind. 

I have '^jiokcM up(»ri the-,c ^'roaf rnalter-; without 
re-erve and with the nimo'-l e\j>]icif ne - because it lias 
-oeme<I to nit; to he ncec- ury if the worhl’^ yearning 
.le^-iifj for p'aee u a - an\ \\ tiere to find voii'e nnd frr-e 
lit terance, 

J*<ThapH f am tin* »)nly pr-r rjo in hich antlK)rif,\' 
aimmg-1 fill flio p<‘opk-^ ot the aorfd fio i at lihcrl v to 
-peak and hold notliing hiu k. I firn .--rfeakirig fi*-- an 
jndi\idi]ah and ;yct, I fi?n speaking id o, of course, a,s tho 
revpon-ihle lead of a great t h)\ ernment , and I feel 
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\From “ l.ustifif Hotter.'* 

'‘TUB BLOCKADK OB TUB CHANNEL. 
** England is becominf^ more and more like a 


mouse-trap. 

tliHt T Jmve* said w liut tin* |)('(tplo of iho 
Slat<‘s would wi.'^li mo to ‘-a> . 

May 1 not H<ld that 1 liopr and holiovo that I am in 
otTf'Ot spoakint: f<ir liberals aii<l frionds of humanity in 
ovory nation aiul <)f ovory proKramino of liberty ? 1 

wouhl fain holiovo that I am spoakiii^ for t ho silont masx 
of mankind ovorv\\hero who havo >ot had no |)Iaoo 
or opportunity to .'.^prak thtdr roal ht'arts out oon- 
<-»‘rnin;^' ! ho <l<‘ath and ruin tlu'y soo to hav«» oonn' 
alroa<iy u|)on tho persons and tho liomos thoy Iicdtl 
most (h'ar. 

And ill holdiiur out tho o\p<»otatiou that tin* pooplo 
and (JoNornmont «»f tho Ibiiti'd States wilt join t hf* otluu* 
oiN'ili/.oil nations of the world m i^niarant o(*inj; tlu' pi'rma- 
nonoo of ]>oa.oo upon ,suoh t«'rins (as) 1 havo namofl 1 
speak with tho greater boldness and oonfidimoi* boi*aus»' 
It is rU'ur to ovjM-y man who can think that tlu'ro is in 
this proinis*' no broinh in either oip- traditions or our 
polics a- a nation, but a f ultilmi'iit , rather, of all that 
\v»' ha\ »' prot\*s-,cd or siri\i>ii f«»r. 

I aril proposiii;^, as h wore, that the nations should 
with one aooord adopt the dootrino of Prosidont Abuiroo 
as tho do<-trino of tho w'orld : that no nati<Mi should '-ook 
to oxtonil its polity over any other nation or ]>ooplo, but 
that ovtuy poopli' sliould lu' loft free to dotorinin»^ its 
own pidity. its own way ot do\ olopniont . unhni<lon*d, 
lint hroatonod, unafraid, tho litilo aloin; with tho j^roat 
and poworfiil. 

I am propo-,111 4 that all nations honoidorth avoid 
4 Mitan^lin^' allianoos \\ btoh would draw' t lani into ooiii' 
pr'titioiis of powiM'. oatoh them in a not of intri;^Mio and sol- 
tish ri\ airy, and dist m b t hoir ow n afTairs w it h infliionoo.s 
intrudoil from without. Then' is no mt aiiiihn^; alliamv 
in a oonoort <d' pt»wor. W hen all uniti' to art in tho same 
st'iiso and with tho sann* purposi» all act in oommon 
interest and are fret* to h\o their own li\os under a 
oommon jiroti'ot ion . 

I am proposinut jj;ovornmont by thi' ooiisont of the 
j^ovornod ; that frooilom of tin* si'as whiidi in int»*rnational 
ooiifortMioo afti'P eonfi'ronoo ri'prost»nt at i\'os of tho people 
of the Bnitod States havi* ur^od with tlio eloqiienoe of 
those who are tho eonvinoeii diseiplos of liliorty ; and 
that inoiloration i>f arinamonts whioh imikes of armies 
ami navies a power for onier niert'Iy, not an instrument 
of ajigression or of seltish violem*e. 


'rhese are Amirrioan prisiciplo.s, American policies. W'^t 
eoiild .stand for no others. And yet they are the prin- 
<-iples ami policies of forward-looking men ami women 
everywdiero, of every modern nation, of every enlightened 
eiiinmunity. d’hey are the prim iplcs of mankind ami 
inu.st prev/iil. 

Meaiiwliih', ( Ion iiany was coiiiplot in^ hop 
jtroparations. On tho ovoning of Jtimiary ;il 
the Ainorican Amba.ssador in Herlin, Mr. 
(lorard, was suinmonod to tlio Foreign OHioo, 
and was inforiiK'd Unit jit midnight — this was 
just thn*o and a lialf hours’ notiot' ! — (Jonnany 
would ahatidon tho limitations whioh sho 
had hithorto imposod on horsolf in tlio <*inploy- 
mont of hop lighting wt'tqions at soa.” Horr 
/imnu‘rmann produood t hc^ Moinoraiiduiu 
di'signating “ liarrod zone's (sjuirnfcbieh ) around 
(In'iit Britain, Fraiu^o, and Italy, and in the 
Fastorn ^Tt'ditorranoan,” and a ru'w Xoto to 
th<‘ Unitt'd Slatos. I’ho Noto hogan with a 
roforonoo to Mr. Wilson’s spoooh to tin* S(*nalo, 
doolaring oynioally that “ the guiding linos 
of tliis important doolarution agroe, to a largo 
<‘xtont, with the prineiples and wishes whioh 
(Jonnany ])rofoss('s.” (Jormany would “ sin- 
e<‘r<*ly rojoioo if peoples liki' those of Jroland 
and India now ohtaim'd tln'ir froodoin.” The 
Xot(* then n‘ferred to the (JiTiuan poa(*e 
proposals, and di'clared that they had failed 
‘'owing to th(‘ lust of eorujuest of their 
oppoiKTits who desire to dictate ])oaco.” 
d’hon* was then a long domiiKdat ion of the 



[From “ Simplu hsimus** 

** Mister Neptune, the Germans are in the 
Atlantic I ” 
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THE HOSPITAL SHIP “LANFRANO” 

Torpedoed on the South Coast without warning, April 17, 1917. The hospital ship “ DonegaC' 
« was sunk on the same day. 


Allies, ami especially of the British Empire, 
aiul the Note procec'ded ; 

Every day hy whieh the terrihle striigule i*' prtdoii^ed 
brings new (ieviistations, new di.stres»;, new death. 
Every day by wliieh lla.* war is shortened preserves on 
botli sides th<; lives of thousands of brave (ij^hters, and 
is a bU'ssinj^ to tortured inard\ind. I’he Imperial 
(loverninent would not be ablii t<t answer before its own 


eonsoienee, before the Oei man peoj>le, and before history; 
if it left any moans w'hatever untried to hasten the I'lnl 
of tho w’ar. 

With th<* l*resi<lenf of ihi^ United States it had -fioped 
to attain this aim by ne^u)! iat ions. After tho attempt 
to rt‘a<*h an understanding was answ'tUMMl by t he> eiumiy 
with tho anrioiineement of intensilied war, thi' Imperial 
(Government, if it di'sires in the hi^dier sense to servo 
hum an it y anti not t o do a w roni^ ai^ainst it >i own etomt r \ - 



THE HOSPITAL SHIP “GLOUCESTER CASTLE” 

Sunk without warning in the Channel on the night of March 30-31, 1917. 
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[By special permission from ‘ Punch,'* January 3, 1917, 

GRRTCHHN : “Will it never end? Think of our awful responsibility before humanity." 
HANS I “And these everlasting sardines for every meal." 


moM, inii.st coritiniio witJi all its weapons the battle foreod 
on it anew for oxistoric©. 

Oil F('])riiary 1, 1917, tlio Gonnaii (lovorn- 
in(*nt cnmploUxl its proclamation of piracy 
})y ail annouiicciiiciit, accompanied liy all 
manner of lyin^ allejjjations, that it would 
“ henc-c'forth tolerate no liospital shi[) in 
defiiK'd areas, and would treat hos]>i(al ships 
ill Hucli areivs as bellig<*rents. 

Thus ( hn'inany reiu'lu'd the inevitable n\sults 
of tliei policy upon wliich she had embarked 
fiv*' mont hs before, under strt'ss of the campaign 
of 191(1 and the declin«* in her fortunes wliich 
was markc'd especially by the Hattie of the 
Somme. She liad dragged her Allies along 
with lier, but she had defied the world, and the 
world wiis not slow to take up the challenge, 
“ Jf the peace offer, " wrote Professor Delbriick, 
the Herlin liistoriaii, in the PretiHsiHchc. Jahr- 
liilrher for February, 1917, “ harl brought 

us peace negotiations, I should have welcomed 
it very heartily, because I believe that, in 
view of the jiivsent war situation, wt' should 
have been able to achieve everything necessary 
for Germany. But of a truth wo can welcome 
also the powerful stimulus to the war-will on 
our sidi', as v^vll as the uncertainty and confusion 
which we have produced among our enemies.” 
It was a very Prussian calculation, which only 


omitted the other side of the account — that, 
to use a ])hras(^ whicli Mr. Lloyd George 
subsequently apjilied to the intervention of 
America, the civilized w^orld had come to learn 
that “ it is no use waving a neutral flag in the 
tfM'th of a shark ” and that it was necessary 
“to put down this pest once and for over.” 
There was no longer any remnant of doubt 
about Germany’s utter insincerity. In announc- 
ing the new submarine policy to the Reichstag 
on January 31, tlie Imperial (Chancellor, Herr 
von Hethinann-Hollweg, who had hitherto 
posed as a defender of tlie principles of civiliza- 
tion against the doctrines of Pan -German 
” ruthlessness,” av’ow’ed that he had never 
opposed ” unrestricted ” submarine warfare 
except on grounds of temporary expediency. ^ 
When he had resi.sted, and defeated, the 
demands of Tirpitz in the spring and sununer of 
1916, he IukI done so only because the new 
submarine policy w-as not ” ripe.” Now 
Germany was ready, and “ must, therefore, 
not wait any longer.” 

That was the real spirit underlying the 
German peace campaign, which was initiated 
in the name of the Kaiser's “ conscience,” 

“ moral courage,” and ” responsibility to God.” 
Germany, in the Kaiser's phrase, had “ dropped 
the mask.” 


END OF VOLUME ELEVEN. 
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against the Cerna Line, 
213 ; in the Jiu Valley, 
450 -452 ; succeeds (Jen. 
(hilcer as commander of 
Rumanian First Army, 233; 
death from wounds at 
Targul-.liu, 436, 453 
Duport, (Jen., Chief of Frencli 
(JeiK'ral Staff, 294 
Dysentery ; research on problem 
of Carrie r.<, 67-71 ; use of 
“ Bismuth Eimdine.” 70 


E 

Eaucourt FAbbaye ; British gain 
foothold at, 303, take and 
lose, 398, 399, recapture, 
400 

Eekhardt, Herr v»ui. instructed 
to attempt Alliance between 
(Jermany and Me.xico, 373, 
374 

Epp, (Jen. von, ill Rumania, 450 

Est»ionage, in ILvS.A., 374-376 

Essen, French drop bombs on, 
296 

F 

Fajti Ridge, Italians take, 263 

Falfemont Farm : British attack 
on, 133 ; reoceupied by the* 
(Jermans, 136 

Falkenhnyii. (Jen. von, (Jerman 
counter-offensive in Ru- 
mania, 434 ; in conirnaiui 
in dill Valley, 457 ; in 
Transylvania, 226, 231 ; 

dismissal of, 474 

Farman Furma, Prince, Prime 
Minister of Persia, loyalty 
to Allies, 353 

Fassa Al]»s : de.se ription of 
Passes iu the, 268; Italian 
advance on the, 267-272 

Fayolle, Gen. : advance on 
Sailly - Saillisel. 401, 
403 404 ; at Maurepa.s, 
136 ; attack on St. Pierre 
Vaa.st Wood, 293 ; dis- 
positions in attack on 


Comblcs>And Sailly-Sailli- 
sel, 152-155 

Filiasa, Germans enter, 458 
Fishermen and the War (II.), 
177-196 ; acts of heroism 
by, 187 ; prisoners of war, 
care of, 194 ; Roll of 
Honour, 187 ; services ren- 
ilered to Arabic pa.ssengers, 
193 ; special funds and 
agencies for, 194-196 
Flammenwcrfcr, on the Somme, 

“ Flavine,” discovery of, 52 
Flers : British advance on, 283, 
286, take, 286, 287 ; New 
Zealanders in Fighting at, 
286, 287 ; “ Tanks ” in ad- 
vance on, 281, 282, 285, 286 
Fogaras : Austro - Hungarian 
frightful ness in, 235 ; 

Rumanians enter, 223 ; 

Rumanians evacuate, 231 
Frani Fischer, coasting colli<*r, 
sunk by Zeppelin, 175 
Fregicourt, F'rcnch storm, 298 


G 

Qacla, sunk, 168 
(Jariiicr, (Jen. von, 409; on the 
Somm(\ 419 

Gas attacks, British, on the 
Sommi*. 401 

(Javanescu, Lt.-t'ol. C., 23^3 
(Jenermont: lighting at, 409; 

Fn*nch caiiturt*, 410 
(jJeorge, King, tribute to the 
Men hant Si'rviec*, 161 
(icrard, Mr. James W.. in- 
formed of ( Jermany 's sub- 
marine policy, 502 ; leaves 
Berlin, 372 

(Jrrda, usf‘d by (Jermans as a 
d(*coy, sunk, 168 
G(*rinan Army : Divisions em- 
ployed at Battle of the 
Somnn*. 316 ; reorganisa- 
tion, effects in Transyl- 
vania, 224 

Germany : announcement of un- 
rest rict«‘d submarine war- 
fan*, 502, 504 ; controversy 
with United States —see 
” United Stati'.s ” ; Indus- 
trial reorganization, 474, 
475 ; Man Power scheme. 
Patriotic Auxiliary Service 
Bill introduced and passed, 
478; situation in 1916 re- 
viewed, 473. 474 
Gerok, (Jen. von, in Rumania, 
445 

G limit University, reopened by 
(Jen. von Bissing, 24, 25 
Ginchy : British bombard, cap- 
ture, and lose, 135, again 
assault, 136, take, 141-144; 
lighting at, 125, 127 ; 

Officer's letter on, 125 ; 
German counter - attacks, 
146; Irish at, 142-145 ; 
prisoners taken at, 144. 145 
(Ji urge VO, Bulgarians occupy, 

464 

(Jlavaciocul, River, lighting on 
the, 467 

Goltz, Field-Marshal von der, 
first (Jerman Governor- 
(Jeneral in Belgium, various 
decrees, 4, 6, 19, 27. 36 
Gorizia, Italians enter, 248 
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Gorizia Line, pMtions on the, 
242 

Gough, Oon. Sir Hubert : attack 
on Thicpval, Courcelette 
and Martinpiiich, 150-152, 
283 : advance on Thicpval, 
121, 304 ; insignia of (»rand 
Officer of the Ijcgion of 
Honour conferred on, 400 
Grahame, Mr., British Consul- 
General at Ispahan, at- 
tacked and wounded, 552 
Grandcourt, British reach o\it- 
akirts of, 425 

Great Britain: history of con- 
nexion with Persia, 324- 
335 ; Shipping, see “ Ship- 
ping ’’ 

(5rcy, Sir Kdward, on Persia, 353. 
(iriffitha. Col. Norton, «lestrc\ys 
oil wells at Ploeshti, 472 
Grdner, General, (.hief of “ War 
Bureau ” of Prussian Minis- 
try of War, 477 

Gucudecourt : British advance 
and entry into. 300, 302 
Guillemont : British take, 134, 
135; Prussian (iuard de- 
feated at, 134, 135 
Guynemer, Lic'ut., Preiu'h avia- 
tor, exploits on Western 
Front, 296 

tjyirnes Pass, fighting in the*, 445 

H 

Haig, <ieii. Sir Douglas : dispo- 
sitions in advaiua* on Mor- 
val, 152, 153 ; dispatches 
on the position between tlu' 
Ancre and Somme (piott'd, 
405, 406 ; on the fighting. 
Sept. i5rl6, 1916,' 291 : 
r(‘j»lies to (ieii. .lofTre's con- 
gratulations, 292 
JI(tllbjon/^ sunk, 176 
Hamadan, Russians take, 355 
Hatszeg, Rumanian atlvance on. 

213 

Heinrich, (Icneral von, appointed 
Military Governor of Huka- 
rcst, 472 

Herniada Ridge, .\iistrian (h>- 
fences on the, 265, 26G 
Hermannstadt : Austro Hun- 

garians evacuate, 211 ; 
Battle of, 226 ; Gen. Mano 
leseii defeated at, 226 ; 
German cafitures at, 230 
High Wood ; fighting at, 141, 
289 ; (Jerman attack at, 
129; Sir Hubert Gough’s 
attack on, 283 
Hill 76, French take, 149 
Hill 120, French take, 297 
Hill 121, French tak<*-. 127, 128. 
Hill 130, French take, 297 
Hill 145. French take, 148 
Hindenburg, General von, ap- 
pointed Chief of (ieneral 
Staff, 474 ; lettc^r mi muni- 
tions industry quoted, 475 
Hoboken, British bomb shij)- 
building yards at, 131 
Hopfer, General, proclamation 
in Tournai, 37, 29 
Hopital Farm. French capture, 
136 

Hospital ships, Germans an- 
nounce war on, 504 
Hughes, Mr., difficulties of Aus- 
tralian wheat transport, 110, 
111 


lancove.scu, General, appointetl 
to Rumanian General Staff, 
233, 467 

I gel, Herr von, arrested in New 
York, 376 

Inchcape, Lord, appointed 
Ohairman of Ports C<ui- 
gestion Committee, 87 
Isonzo : .\ustrian retreat on the, 
248; Italian advance on 
the, 240-257 ; ]>ri‘pa rat ions 

for offensive on the, 239 
Ispahan, British and Russian 
community leave*. 353 
Italian Army : force arrives in 
Salonica, 274 ; stn‘ngth, in- 
crease at end of 1916, 273 
Italian nffoiisive in tin* Carso. 
Aug. Dec., 1916, war with 
(Jermany, 237-276; cap- 
tures in Aug., 247. 251 ; 
preparations ftir, 238, 239 
Italy: declan's War on Ger- 
many, 274 276; Govi rn- 
ment, Balkan minldle, criti- 
cism, 273, 274 ; munitions, 
.su}iply organization, 273 


.lagow, Herr von, n‘<igns oflice 
as Seen'tary of State for 
Foreign .Affairs, 478 
Japan, G(*rman attempt to (‘m- 
bniil with C.S.A., 374, 497. 
Jassy, RiimaniarL <rovernm(‘nt 
t rau'-if erred to, 471 
Jellieoc, Atlmiral Sir John, tri- 
bute to M<*rchant Scrvi<*e, 
161 

Jiu Valloy : German ail vance^ in, 
457 459; lighting in the, 
450-454 

Joffn*, (Jen<‘ral, <*ongralulations 
tt) G<*neral Haig on the vic- 
tories of Sept. 15 and 16, 
1916, 292 

.losfofT, tiencral, <lc*ath. 215 
.higo-Slav Division, in the l)f)b- 
rudja, 218 


Kaiser, The : letter to Beth- 
rnann- H<J1 W(*g on Peace* 
sidiemes fjiiotcd, 476, 477 ; 
order to Army ami Navy on 
Peace ((noted, 478 ; ]>roela- 
rnation to (h'lrnan (Hoph* 
after refusal of peaci* y»ro- 
posals, 496 

Kaledin, General, on the Molda- 
vian frontier, 466 
Keller, (General (^oint, in com- 
mand of Russian armies in 
Moldavia, 445 

Keogh, Sir Alfred : organizes 
campaign against syioltt'd 
fever, 53 ; on typhoid fever, 
72 

Kt riiid, Russians at, 356 
Kermanshah, Turks retake, 355, 
356 

Ki*zdi - Vasarhely, Rumanians 
capture, 211 
Kilpurnf'f/, sunk, 16'i 
King SU phen, trawler, finds 
L19 in North Sea, 175 
Kirehbach, tiencral von, on the 
Somme, 146 


Kiseloff, Cieneral. in command of 
Bulgarian Divisions in at- 
tack on Tutrakan, 214 
Kneussl, General von, attacks in 
Jiu Valley. 450-454, 457 
Koseh, General von. in command 
of (ierman Danube Army, 
437 ; crosses Danube, 462 
464 ; on the Neajlovu liin*, 
467 

Kothen. General von, in com- 
mand of German defence 
round Chaulnes, 407 
K(ivess, Gen(*ral V(^n, on the 
Moldavian Front i(*r, 466 
KrafVt von Del m(*nsingen, (i(*n., 
in command of Alytine 
Coiqis ai H(*iniannstadt, 
227 ; in Rumania, 437 : 
advance on Red Tower 
Pass, 446-450 ; in the 
Aliita Vall(‘y, 457, 462 ; 

reaches Rimnic Valcea, 466 
Kronstadt: Battle of, 232; 

Falkenhayn's attack (*n, 
435; German Magyar Army 
( nt(*rs. 232; lliimanoins 
take, 211 

Kiihin*, (ien. von, in Rumania, 
436; advance in Walhichia, 
437 ; on Slatina. 461 ; 
olhnsive in Vulcan Puss, 
457 

Kum, Russians take, 355 


J. 

L19 (Zeppt‘lin) found in North 
Sea, 175 

Laeap(‘lle, Gen., on tin* Sornnn*, 
412 

La M'lisonet !(*, (i(*rina ns re- 
capture, 418 

Lansing. Mr. : coirespondenci* 
with Count BernstorfI on 
the Arah{(\ 359; Note 
(‘onc(*rning sinking of tln^ 
Anronti ((noted, 359; Not(* 

to Allies dcpr(‘(*at irig t he 
arming of merchant ships, 
361 

Law, Mr. Bonar, on l*r-sid(‘nt 
Wilson’s Note of Dee. 20, 
1916, 484 

Leehitsky, (Jen., in command 
of 9th Russian Army, 2C5 ; 
on tin* Moldavian I'rontier, 
466 

Le Forest, Fren(*h storm, 136 

Lt* Priez Farm, French take, 149 

Le Sars. British attack and take, 
398, 402 

Lesixeufs : British enter vil- 
lage of, 300, 302 

Le Traiisloy, figlitingin front of, 
416, 417 

L(‘uze Wood : launhard meiit id’, 
135 ; British take, 136 

Ligny-Tilloy, British advane(‘ 
on, 403 

iJoyd George, Rt. Hon. David : 
further import r(*sf rietions, 
92 ; visits tin* Sonime, J48 ; 
(ierrnan J*eac(^ ])rop(Jsals, 

481 

Lokviea : Austrian resistanci? 
in. 259; Italians oecn})y, 
260 

Lornbru, (ien., on the Argcbh, 
459 
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LiidemlorfT, fieri, von. appo!nte<l 
First Quartermaster Ceiie- 
ral, 474 

Lupesco, (Jen. A., 233 
LuHitanitt^ rontroversy bed, ween 
. (ierniany and U.8.A. von- 
cerning, 360 

IJittwit/, Baron von. Military 
(iovernor of Brussi ls, 6 
Lffnr,^ trawler, sludled by (Jto- 
man .submarine, 180 
Lytton, Lord, on submarine 
warfare, 169 


M 

Ma(rk<*nNeii. Field -Marshal von : 
in the Dobnidja, 213, 435, 
454-456; <iefea<ed, 223; 
enters Buka rest, 472 
Maelay, Sir Jo.seph : appointe<l 
Ship))ing (k)ntrollc‘r, 96 ; 
forms (k)mmiltee to advist* 
on shipbuilding programme. 

103 

Macnamara. Dr. : <in poli<!y of 
Admiralty in lo.sses frnin 
stihmarines, 182; on the 
Merchant Service, 173 
Maist r<*. ( Jen., Fornmander under 
(Jen. Micheler, 420 

mined otT Dover, 174 
Manolo.seu, (l(*n., in (k)mmand 
of Kurnanian Army ad- 
vancing against Hermann - 
stadt, 209, d<‘feated at, 22G 
.Marchand, (Jen. : in coinmaml 
of French (^-olonial troop.s 
r>n the Somrrn*, 410; 
W()unde<l, 415 

Marinn, forf)edoc‘d, 173, 369 
Mjirrit'rcs Wood, Fnuich enter, 
136 

Marschail, (Jen. Baron von, <iii 
tiu* Somme, 146, 419 
Martin puich : British take, 289 ; 
fighting noar, 295 ; Sir 

Hub<*rt fJuugh'.s attack on, 
283 

Maurepas, French take, 127, 128 
Max, Burgoinastf'r, <leported to 
a Silesian fortress, 36 
Medical K<‘.seareh Ck)iiiiiiit(e(‘'s 
work on antiseptics, 50 ; 
on dysentery, 68 ; on 

spotted ft'ver, 54 
Medical Work and the Health of 
Armies (11.), 41-76: Anti- 
septics, research work on, 
41-52 ; dysentery carriers, 
research upon, 67-71 ; .epi- 
ilemic jaumlice. 73, 75, 76 ; 

Flavine,” tliseovery of, 
52 ; ” Spotted Fever,” re- 
search work on, 52-67 ; 
typhoid fever, 71 ; tyjihus 
in Siberia, 73 

Meineckc, l*rof., on the situation 
in (Jerinany at end of 1916. 
473 

Mercantile Marine, the Work of 
the (11.), 157-176: air at- 
tacks on the, 174 : arming 
of ships increased, 169. 170 ; 
award.s granted for heroism, 
158 ; (Jerman.s sei/A* cap- 
tains of the, 166; impor- 
tance of, 158 ; King Cleorge 
and Sir J. Jellicoe, tribute 
to, 161 ; Dr. Macnamara 
on, 173; Lord Beresford on. 


171 ; tran.sport statistics. 
159 

Mendiant ships : arming of, 
Mr. Lansing’.s Note to Allies 
deprecating, 361 ; German 
Note to li.S.A. on arming 
of, 362 ; unarmed, (h*r- 
many's pledge not to sink, 
360 

Mercier. CJardinal ; German 
f)h*dges to rc returned Bel- 
gian refugees, 12 ; pastoral 
letter, 39, 40 

Merisor, Austro-Hungarians re- 
puksed at, 213 

Mexico, (Jerman propo.sal of 
Alliance, doemnent quoted, 
373, 374, 497 

Micluder. <Jen. : at th(‘ battle of 
tlie Somme, 139 ; attack 
on Bo vent, Ablaineourt, 
and Fresaoire, 407 ; dis- 
positions south of the 
Somme, 155, 156 

.Mines and mine-laying hy (mer- 
man subinniines, 173, 174 ; 
mine-sweeping in the Noifh 
Sea, 179 

Moldavia : defence of, ^66; Ger- 
man ofTensive against, 443— 
446 ; Hussian reinforcements 
on, 445 

Money, Sir Leo : upj>ointed 
I5uliamentary Secretary to 
Ministry of Shipping Gon- 
trol, 97 ; on fumdions of 
Shi])ping (k)ntroller, 98 ; 
on requisitioning of ship- 
ping, 82 ; statement on 
shipbuilding prograinim^, 
quoted, 105, 106 

Monfalcono : Italian feint at, 
240; Italians tak(‘ Hill 85, 
245 

Morgen, Gen. von, 437, 446 ; 
commanding south of 
Kronstadt, 457 ; enters 
Cam polling, 465 

Morval : British storm, 298, 
302 ; lighting in front of, 
404 ; Sir Douglas Haig’s 
di.spositions, 152 

MouqiH't Farm : Aiizacs capture, 
133 ; Canadians take 
trenches (Sept., 1916), 289 ; 
tight for defences round, 

128, 291, 292 ; Pru8.*<ian 
Guard defeated at, 132, 133 

Mdwe, (Jerman raider, 375 


N 

Nad Logem. Italians storm, 251 
Neajlovu, River, Rumanian of- 
fensive on, 467, victory, 
468, <lefeat, 469 

Neri/ofT, (Jen., in command of 
Third Bulgarian Army, 437 
North Wales, torpedoed, 162 
Kova Vas : fighting near, 256 ; 
Italians take, 257 


o 

O'Connor, Col., taken prisoner 
bv the Germans at Shiraz, 
355 

Oitoz Bass, fighting in, 445 
Omiecourt : French on the out- 
skirts of, 420 ; French 
take, 136 
OrnsJe, sunk, 167 


Oppacehiasella. Italians take 
251 

Orsova, Rumanians enter, 213 ; 
evacuate, 459 

Orsova Group (Rumanian), re- 
sistance and surrender of, 
459 

Oslavia, Italian attack on, 244 
245 


I’anama Canal, closing of, elfeci 
on shipping, 85 

Faneveggio, Italians occupy, 269 

Pajier Imports, reduction, 92 

Fasubio, Italian local offensive 
on the, 271 

Feace Campaign of Dec., 1916, 
German, 473-504; Allies' 
refu.sal to enter into negotia- 
tions, 481, 482 ; Kaiser s 
Order to Army and Navy 
quoted, 478 ; Mr. BaIfoui‘\s 
dispatch to Washington, 
493 496; Notes : sec 

” F(‘uc<^ Notes.” 

Feace Nole.s : American : Mr. 
Lansing's Note of Dee., 
1916. quoted, 371. 395, 
Fre.sident Wil.son’s, Dec., 
1916, 482-484, Note, criti- 
cism on, 378-380, Allies' 
reply, 491, Belgian mhli- 
tional r«‘ply, 492. 493, 

German i'c])ly, 485, 486, 
Neutral attitude towards, 
493 ; German : Dec. 12, 
19J6, quoted, 478 ; Allie.s’ 
reply, 487, 488; German 
indignation at r<‘ply and 
further Note, 488, 491 ; 

. Prof. Deihriick on, 504; 
(Jerman apjna) to Vatican, 
479, 480 ; Scandinavian, 

485 : Swiss, 485. 

Feci Ilka, Italians juish tow'^arils 
summit of, 258 ; take, 260 

Feronne, position of, at end of 
Sept., 1916, 315 

Persia and the War, 317-356 : 
after two years of war, 356 ; 
Anglo- Rn.ssian Convention 
(1907), 341-347 ; geography 
and topograyihy, 317-320 ; 
(Jerman intrigue in, 349- 
355 ; history, 321-324 ; his- 
tory of British connexion 
with, 324-335; neutrality 
of (1914), 350 ; operations 
in 1915-16, 355, 356 ; Shah 
of, German attempt to 
induce him to leave Teheran, 
353 ; Turkish invasion of, 
352 

Petala, Gen., siUA*eeds Gen. 
Dragalina. 453 ; on the 
Argesh, 469 

Fetroseny, Rumanians oecupy, 
213 ; evacuate, 225 

Fiteahti, (Jermans enter, 466 

I’ettitti, Gen., in command of 
Italian force in Salonika, 
274 

Floeshti. oil wells destroyed at, 
472 

Fodgora, Austrian defences on, 
242. 243 ; fall of, 245 

Foinear6, President, visit to 
Allied Front, 399 ; confers 
honours on Sir Hubert 
Gough, 400 

Poland, Russian. German at- 
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tempt to ♦Snscript Poles, 
474, 477 

Pope, The : (German Peace Note. 
479-480 

Predeal, Germano-ljklagyar ent ry 
into, 443. 

Predeal Pass, Battle of the*. 439- 
443 

Presan, Gen., appointed Chief 
of Rumanian General Staff. 
469 ; in command of Fourth 
Rumanian Army, 205, 433. 
443 ; in Eastern Transyl- 
vania, 223 ; opens offensive 
on River Neajlovu, 467 ; 
defeated, 469 

Pressoir : fighting in. 425 ; 

Frencdi advance on, 409 ; 
take, 420 , 

Priez Farm, fighting at, 294 

Proindent, trawler, attacked by 
German submarine. 180 

Prussia, Prince Eitel Friedrich 
in command of 1st Division 
of Prussian Guard on 
Western Front, 121 

Prussian (Juard, defeated at 
Thiepval, 123 ; at (iiiille- 
mont and Mouquet Farm, 
132 135 

Putman, Mr. George H., 380 

Pys, (Canadians in, 309 


Q 

Quast. (Jen. von, on (h(^ Somme, 
146 


K 

Raneourt, French take, 298 

Rappahannock, torpedoed, 161 

Kawlinson, (Jen. Sir Henry : 
advance on Flers, 283 ; on 
(Jinchy and Guillemont, 
133 ; on Morval, 154 ; V>n 
Lc Sars, 398, 401 403 ; 

attack on Flers, 127 ; on 
(Jinchy, 127, 141 ; on Les- 
bojufs, (JiKoidecourt and 
Morval, 299 ; takes and loses 
Butte de Wnrieneourt, 419 

Hod Tower Pass, (Ji^rinans at- 
tack the, 228. 446 450 

Refugees, Belgian, return to 
Belgium. (German treatment 
of, 11-14 

Regina Trench, Canadians at- 
tack, 397, 398 

Reuss, Prince of, Austrian Minis- 
ter in Persia, 351 

Rimnic Valcea, (Jermans reach. 
466 

Roosevelt, Mr., on Presid<*nt 
Wil.son’s Peace Note, 378- 
380 

Root, Mr. Elihu, on American 
neutrality, 378 

Roques, Gen., visits Western 
Front, 400 

Rowan more, torpedoed, 369 

Rumania : French Military Mis- 
sion under (Jovernintnl 
transferred to Jassv, 471 ; 
(*en. Berthelot, arrival in, 
234, 437-439 ; passes and 
communications, 201 ; strate- 
gical position on entry into 
war. 197 

Rumania, Queen of, article on 
Dobrudja quoted, 220 


Rumanian Army : commands, 
changes, 233 ; equipment, 
insufficiency of, 203 ; re- 
grouping of, 466. 467 ; 

strength, 202 ; weakened 
on the Transylvanian Front. 
211 

Pumanian Campaign of 1916 
(I.) Transylvania, 197-236 ; 
(11.) To Fall of Bukarest. 
433-472 ; retreat of First 
Rumanian Army from Her- 
inannstadt, 226 ; Rumanian 
captures, 233 ; Russian help 
in the, 434, 437 ; strategic 
position in Oct., 1916. 433 ; 
Transylvayia, invasion of, 
weakness of Rumanian 
plans, 205, 208, 209 
Humanian Front : ileseriptioii 
of, 199; Austro-Hungarian 
forces on the, strength, 207, 
208 

Rurieiman, Mr. Walter, hand- 
ling of the shipping ])roblem. 
78. 91 ; limitation scheme 
of prices and freights. 96 ; 
restriction of imports, 92; 
on shipbuild*ng, 104 ; on 
the work of the Merchant 
Service, 158. 159 
R unci man. Sir Walter on ship- 
t»ing profits, 95 
Russian, sunk, 369 
Russian Army, in Rumanian 
campaign, 218, 219, 434. 
437, 445, 454-456, 466 
Russian Navy, cooperation with 
land forces at Constanza, 

455 

s 

Sabot i no Ridge : description of, 
242 ; Italians storm (Aug. 
6, 1916), 244 

Saillisel, French capture, 413. 
420, 421 

Sailly, (Jermans driven from, 
412 

Sailly - Saillisel : French ad- 
vance on, 403 ; attack, 411, 
412 ; on the outskirts of. 
315 ; Gen. Fayolle's dis- 
])o.sitions, 152 ; Sir D. Haig 
on tactical importance of, 

406 

Sailly-Saillisel Ridge, French 
take western slope of, 404 
St. Pierre Divion, fall of, 422 
St. Pierre Vaast Wood ; capture 
of trenches on outskirts of, 
410 ; French advance on, 
293 ; German fortification 
of, 155 

St. Quentin, Mont, strategic 
position of, 150 

Sakharoff, <h*n., appointed 
Chief Commander of Allied 
Forces in the Dobrudju, 

456 

Salonika, arrival of Italian 
troops in, 274 

San Grado di Merna, Italians 
roach and take, 256 
San Mauro, Italians take, 244 
San Michele Ridge, Italians 
take, 245 

San Valentino, Italians take, 244 
Saxons in Rumania, 234 
Schacht, Dr. Hjalmar, in Bel- 
gium, 28 


Sehellenberg : Gormans attack. 

228 ; Rumanians enter, 211 
Schmettow, (Jen. (^ount, 437 : 
at Caracal u, 461 ; in the 
Jill Valley, 457, 459: on 
the Argesli, 469 

Schmidt von Knobelsdorf, Gen. 
in command of 41st J^ru.s- 
sian Division in Rumania. 
457 ; on the .4rgesh, 469 
Schiinemann, Herr, German 
agent in Persia, 351, 352 ; 
captured and sent to 
Teheran, 356 

Sehwaheii Redoubt, Britisli 
fighting round, 410 
Science and the Health of 
Armies (IF.), 41-76 
Sepsi-St. Gydrgy, Rumaniuiis 
capture, 211 

Serbian Division in the Dobrii- 
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Vipaceo, ftalians occupy line of» 
265 

Vulcan Pass: (J(‘rman advance 
in t h<‘, 450 ; 1 Jcrmaris reach. 


225 ; Rumanian counter- 
attack in the, 226 

W 
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